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éxclusively & genuine soldier chiefly engaged in értiillery
education, technical adninistration of arms end ariy cownarder; and
did his best in the rield of rcnance edministration with his
profourd knowledge and exrerience in this line.

During Lis tenure of office of the Vice-Minister, KIMURA
was not in a position to y28y Liis role 2051tlively on aczount of
the surroundings at that CLL3. Qinister THs0 was well verzcd in
military admihistratica, 38105 1 " prodicient in buzsinags cflairs,
besides being & men orf s. e~ -, Lnduste With mrans the
head of the column® &ng Sirplirvizet Lo dosreatch of
88 rottoes, he Leld power ovas Tincinal bureau end deperisuent
cniefs and ordered cliem dire2t, ard ~cnducted business positively
and decisively. MNost of vliése bureau &nd department zhiefs were
in their respective poiluions for s long time ana tihey vere all

' 30 Tlhiey were conqucting busiies prouptly
énd correctly, feithfullv cowplying with the intentlor of the
Minister. Under suczh WiwsLinces, the aztuel state of affairs
8t that time was tlhat V3 IMirist 1Aturallv used his
ability prinzirally in th spliere of ordnarce acniclistration, in
which he was well versed; and slrultancouely endeevored to
facilitate the skilled ang talented Mirnioter as well as bureau &and
department chiefs to display their sbi1litizs to tie fullest externt.

I recollect a part of ceneral ‘.URA's eddress at a
farewell meeting held in Maret 15247 ouli yedr ef CHOVA), vhen he
W8S transferraad I'rom Vizce-Minister e Post Cl n=ad of she
Ordnance Administ~asion ARHA JUsT

1 tdr ( Ve - LTI

- i

"During my tenure of offiae of Vice-Minister, I thought
it proper for Le o5 un asslistant of Minister TeJu, ©o ueke every
elffort for business Simpiification and desvateh as well as the
unity and cenzil’ation of the whole Miristry, in ordcr to
dontribute to the perrect realization of Minister IRANEORY.
al the head of the column', and at the sere +ime 1§
énd deprartment zhiefs giving full gcope to their apnilities; a
I acted atlordingly. tfovvever, how I have beern aprointed head
the Ordnance Administrecion cadquarters, so I will disrlay
ambition positively by means o: the ‘comr:and 8t the hezd ;
colwim' = - - on
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I believe these wordgs Oof i1is #re more then enoveh to
rgveal his frame of mind during, liis tenure of office of "l Vice=-

Iinister, Furthermore, I hecyd hLin reveal similar expres:sicrs on
022%&slon, while I was in sorteot vw1th him as his secrztaiy.

AS Minister TOJO was always extremely pressed
heap of various miscellaneous busiress matcers in addit
important state effeirs, ceremoniesl matters of &1l
missellaneous busiresses were 8 1lnost sX2lugively tz
Vi’:e—,'_ihi.;ta}l‘ SO that the Minicster rax concegnLrate hs
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. 2> General T0JO, even after his essumption. of office of
the Prine Linistar and the coucurrent Minister of war, abided by
his princiule of the "eowana at the Leaa of tiie 2o0lwm" all tha
ore; und coaundanted the buginngs Ol the Yaur Ministras ifrociy
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promptly and with extrsordinery efforts, without entrusting
important mstters to others. Therefore, the functions &nd
sompetence of Vice-hinister LIMURA were unt sub jectnd to any change
cowpared with those of the days when General TOJO was the full-
service Wair lfinicter. Ncr was the Vice-liinister ordered to act as
proxy to sonducst Minister's functions.

Begides. it was rather rare tlhet the Minister was absent
from Tokyo on aczsoeunt of official tours, end ir any, the dureation
was very short; aud there was not a single 1nscance of the Vice~
Minister's condocsiorn of the funstions of the lMinister in his place
even during this peridd

6., (1) Ths bureau chiefs conference wes Lela twice
- Vol

weekly s a rule. ru2 sense of

the word but was merely & “iness licils'n nake Lecessary reports
to the Minister ard Vice-kiinister by dilfcerent |

shiefs ~oncernine wmatcere in their re-~pecsrnive charges, Aand
simultanecousiy mcke mehual exchange o 1nd 't ion fmnoile themselves
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where ti: . ister was preveunted from attending s ccference, and
consequent iy the Vice-Miiiister presided over it, they were very

few and the con’er2nce was often given up bzcsause of the sbsenczce of
the Minister. Wibe=a the Minister was eosent, his secretary used to

make a8 rezord of the main points of the conferencze toO repnrt 1t to

the Mihister afterwsards.

" have no iemory of having heerd et either the bur

r_":

direstors conference or any other ovz28sions Auring .y tern ol
rffice .n the Wer Ministry eny protest or information rejgiuillg 4 4
treatment of prisoners ol war,.

(2) The concents of the sommunnication issued 1n the
name of the Vice-llinicter by order of the lMiulster, concernliig the
Py laig-ﬁ)

vere revnorted by Chief UATR4 of the I'rlisoner 0Od cninigtration
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approval wers ootalned t herefore dircet from the Il 18 » 8% thatv
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8. The decision on the purport of "The Vice-Minister's
communication by order of the War liinister cor.rerriing the treatment
of the enemy eir 2rew members who entered Juyen wioh vhe object of
‘raiding its territory", bearing RIKUMITSU (TN: Arny secret) No. 2193,
dated July 2&, 1942 (Conurt exhibit Io. 1992) was made by the war
Minister, with his consent given to the direct demand of the Chief
of the General Staflf.,
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9. The matters coucerning the emplovment of prisoners
of war 1n the construction works of the Burma-Siasm Railwavs were
declded through direct negoticaticons between the Chief of the General
Staff end the Mirnister of Waer. The relative czonstruction order
was drafted eand issued by the General 3taff Orfice.

10, The Vice-Minister of Wur had no material coinneztion
whatever with the drafting of the bill for the revision of the
Disciplinery Lew for Prisoners of War (Court Zxnibit No. 1965-4).
70 be nore pr “¢ae tb pill wes drafted and formulated by the
Bureaus and Cect concerned to meet the &2tual requirement, and
after consultations with t“a Leg 1sla tive Bureau, it was decided at
a Cabinet Council and thern }_oved by the Diet., The feet is that
Vice-Minister RITTURA knew the bill end the res:son thereof only a
few days prior to its introduction to tne Diet and that he
eXplained the reason before the Diet session.

1l. Like Vice~llinisters of other Kinistries, Vice-Minister
L IMURA was entrusted with the task of either a member or a
councillor of various couswittees, but meny such comuittees wer
sstabl . shed customarily in each Ministry and most of them were
only now.nel, Vice-Minister KIITURA did not ettend most o these
commitree meetings, and even if he attended them on very rare
oczasions, his attendance was nothing but formal or conventional.

12, Vice-Minister KIMURA did never attend the nieetings
of the coimenders of the prisoner of war camps in the Ministry of
'».J'&I' .

13, At the time when the Minister of War delivered
instructions to the Coumander of the Zentsuji Division on

May 30, 1942 (Court Exhibit No. 1960), Vice-Minister KINU2/ did rot
attend on the Linister's tour of inspesztion. Nor did the \icze-
Anlster participate in drafting the masnuscript of the instructions.

Lis I have never seen rnor read "The Rerort on the Violert
faleya Peninsula" (Court Exhibit No. h,6), nor nave 1
fromn Vice=Ninister KIMURA.

L have never heard that Vice-=Minister LINTRa
Germen-Japanese Liilitary Allicnce,
The contact of Vize-Minister KIMURA with tr.e
cers in Japan wes limited to the exchenge of
'eetings or compliments on festival days zund so
them on other business,
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this 12th day

‘I

of September 1947

HARU-IACHI, SHOBU=CHC, MINAL I~
SATTAMA=GUY, SAITAMA-KEN

TAT"A

TANAKA, Tadakatsu (seagl)

I, ABE, AKlira, hereby certify that the above stateient

was sworn by the deponent, who arfixed his sigsnheture and seal

thereto in the presence of this witness.

Cn the seame date
At the s8ne place

WITIESS: (s) ABE, Akira, (seal)

CATH
In aczordanczce with ny ccnscience I swear to tell the

whole truth withholding notiing and adding nothing.

(s) TaNAKA, Tadakatsu (seal)




