DEF. DOC. # 1291

INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAI FOR THE FAR EAST

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, et al

ARAKI, Sadao, et al

SWORN DEPOSITION (T1renslition)

DEPONENT: AOKI, Ta hi
0. 1 Horiuchi, Hayama

Kanagawa-Ken

Having first duly sworn an oath as on attached sheet and
in accordance with the procedure followed in my country I

hereby depose as follows:

I was the Liaison Officer between the Second Combined
Air Corps and the Expeditionary Forces in China. I arrived

in Shanghai in mid-September 1937. I was a staff offlcer of

-_—-—-———-—______-———-_—_—-—""

the Third Fleet and concurrently a f£ officer of the Shang-

hai Expeditionary Forces.
| ————— A ———————,

My duties were to supply information to the Naval forces

and to send requests from the Army to the Navy. I was also

a baval expert within the Army and _in order to maintain liaison

-—-—--—-———.—

I made periodic flights to and from the airfield and the Head-
quarters of the Third Fleet.

On December 12, 1937 requests were recelved from the Army
——
to bomb Chihese ships in vhlch Chinese soldiers were fleeinﬂ
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from Nanking. It was reported that seven oOrT eight large Chinese
merchants ships filled with Chinese troops were fleeing up

the Yangtze River and they requested assistance from the Naval
Air Squadron in preventing thigs movement. I transmitted this
request to the Alr Corps by telephone. The Alr COTrps consented

and sent several planes on the requested mission.

At that time, according to the Army reports, there were

no foreign ships in the vicinity of Nanking. It was later
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reported that the mission was carried out mith excellent results,

On December 14, 1037, I heerd for the first time the
bombing of the SS§ "PANAY". The first report stated that a

Jree—— N T wmm—rewapa——

foreign ship might have been bombed and I became aware of the

facts when I reached Shanghal to investigate the facts in
connection with this report. At Shanghail I discovered that

the ¥PANAY" had been bombed in error, heving been nisbeken

for one of the Chinese =ssels ettemnbing to flee from hanking
The subfeqnent report of the pilot stated that the bombing

of the “P&NAY" was olesrly an error on his pprt and that he
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had no intention of hombing a foreigr vessel. It was his belief
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that the "PANAY” vas one of the Qnirese vessels fleeing from

Nenking.

Insofer as the reported machine gunning of the crew is
. > _ P S e
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concerned, the e report of the nilot denied thst such machine
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guonning had teken place. It was not the rractice of the pllots
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in such bombing missions to mechine gun their tergets.

= .-._.-__-_ S— — e

———

&
g —

-

'.-!
i-
f'i

5 SR




A
A

DEF. DOC. # 1291

Very strict orders had been issved by the Commander of the
Third Fleet and the Commander of the Alir Corps that care should

be taken not to bomb forelgn ships and this incident was regardec

P — - — - — . o S—— L e ——
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with extreme regret. For that reason, those who were regarded
P
as being guilty of carelessness oOr possible negligence were
puﬁished.

on this 15th day of April-1%47,

at Tokyo
Deponent: /S/ Aokl, Takeshi (seal)

I, TATSUO INAKAWA, hereby certify that the above statement
vas sworn by the Deponent, wio affixed his signatvre and seal
thereto in the presence of this witness.

On the same date at Tokyo

witness: /S/ Tatsvo, Inagawa (seal)

OATH

In accordance with my conscience 1 swear to tell the whole

truth withholding rothing end adding nothing.

/s/ Aoki, Takeshi (seal)
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DEF. DOC. # 1291

Translation Certificate.

o

{0

I, Charles D4 Efheldon, Crhief of'the Defense Language Branch ﬁ
hereby certify that the attached trenslation of the Sworn -%
Derosition of AOKI, Takeshi is, 10 ths best of my knowledge {T
and belief, a correct trenslation and is 2s near as posslble R f

to the meaning of the original documant,

./3/ Charles D, Sheldon.

: Tokyo, Japan

g Date 21 April 1947.
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1 May 1947
MEMORANDUM FOR;: Mr. Sutton; Mr. Edwards

FROM ¢ EDVWARD P, IMONAGHAN, Acting Chief
Investigative Division, IFS
SUBJECT : Defense Witness

l. Please find attached hereto list of material available on the
following witnoss and/or wi'nesses.

DReTLuNT - General

WITNESS LIST OF MATERIAL AVAILABLE
ACKI, Tekeshi Curriculum Vitae

2. Please acknowledge rcceipt of this memorandum by initialling
and returning attached carbon copy to this office, Room 300,

2% . vy

Incl EDWaRD Pe NMON..GHAN
(Deseribed above)
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Date of Birth:

Social Status:

Domicle

1920 Aug.

26

1923 July 1)

192h”‘pr-

. Oct.

" Dec.

" Dec.

1925 Dec.

1926 May ,

CURRICULUM VITAR

P to

1903 May 29

Commoner ,

O

'Kanagawa' Prefecture

Ordered as a student in the Naval Academy.

(Naval Academy)

Certified to have finished the course of instruction
in the Naval Academy. (Naval Academy)

Appointed as Naval Cadet for Second Lieutenant.

(Navy Ministry)

Assigned to the battleship YAKUMD.

(Navy Ministry)

Discharged from the battleship YAKUMO duty and assigned

to the battleship HIEI.

(Navy Ministry)

Discharged from the battleship HIEI duty and assigned to

the battleship NISSHIN,

Appointed 2nd Lieutenant.

(Cabinet)

Assigned to the battleship NISSHIN.

(Navy Ministry)

Awarded the 8th Court Rank, Senior Grade.

Relieved from mein office.

(Navy Ministry)

Ordered as a student in the ordinary course of the

Torpedo School,

Ordered as a student in the ordinary course of the

gunnery Sghool.

(Navy Ministry)

(Navy Ministry)
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Page 2

1926 Dece 1 Appointed Lieutenant (T. g) (Cabinet)

Attached to the Naval Flying Corps at KASUMIGAURA.
(Navy Ministry)

. . 28 Awarded the 7th Court Rank, Junior Grade.

Ordered as Flight Officer Traines in the Naval Flying
Corps at KASUMIGAURA. (Navy Ministry)

Des. 1 Attached to the Naval Flying Corps at YOKOSUKA.
(Navy Ministry)

1927 Mar. 1

1928 Dec. 1 Assigned to the battleship HOSHO.
Assigned as an additional post, to the Naval Flying

Corps at YOKOSUKA. (Navy Ministry)
1929 Jan, 15 Relieved from additional post. (Navy Ministry)

Assigned to the Naval Flying Corps at KASUMIGAURA, and
appointed additionally instruetive officer in the said

corps. (Navy Ministry)

1929 Nov, 1

Nove. 30 Appointed Lieutenant. (Cabinet)

1930 Jan. 16 Awarded the 7th Court Rank, Senior Grade.

1931 Nove 2 Assigned to the battleship HOSHO. (Navy Ministry)

1932 Nov. 15 Appointed an division officer of the Naval Flying
Corps at OMURA, and as an additional post an inspector

in Aeronautics Department of the HIRO Yard.
(Navy Ministry)

1934 Oct. 22 Appointed an commander and additionally instructive
officer of Sub Division of Naval Flying Corps at

KASUMIGAURA. (Navy Ministry)

* Apr., 29 Invested with the Order of the Golden Xite, 5th class,
¥350 as an annuity.

Invested with the Fifth Order of the Rising Sun with
Dual Rays, for his services in the 1941-194); Affairs,

1935 Feb. 15 Awarded the 6th Court Rank, Junior Grade.

Oct. 31 Ordered as KOSHU/T.N. classification of flight Trainee/
student in Naval War College. (Navy Ministry)




1%5 Nov . 1_5
1937 July 28

Sep. 16

1939 Mer. 23
1940 Mar. 15

" Nove 1

" Nov. 15

*  Nowv. 15

"  Apxr. 29

1943 Aug. 16

194} Octe 15
n Dec. 1

Page 3

Appointed Lieutenant Commander. (Cabinet)

Assigned to the 1l2th Flying Corps. :
(not recorded in the Tokyo Gazette) (Navy Ministry)

Appointed Staff Officér in the 3rd Fleet.
(not recorded in the Tokyo Gazette)

Decorated with the Lth Class Order of the Sacred Treasure.
Awarded the 6th Court Rank, Senior Grade.

Ordered to be on duties in the Naval A ir Headquarters.
(Navy Ministry)

Appointed Commender (Cabinet)

Assigned a menber of the Training Department, the

Naval Air Headquarters, additionally a member of the
Bureau of Training, Navy Ministry.

(Navy Ministry)

Invested with the Order of the Golden Kite, L4th class,

and the Minor Cordon of the Order of the Rising Sun, for
his services in the China Incident.

Decorated with the 3rd Class Ordexr of the Sacred Treasure,
Appointed Captain. (Cabinet)

Awarded the 5th Court Rank, Junior grade.




Report by Shimojima
2 May 1947

MEMO FOR THE FILE:
SURJBCT: AOKI, Takeshi

Check of IPS case files reveals no {nformation regarding Subject.




NARRATIVE SUMMARY OF THE RECORD Page 3221

MAY 2, 1947
DEFENSE - OAKI -DIRECT
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF /[ AOKI, Takeshi
by Mr. Roberts

21,362 The witness stated that he lived at Hayama,

21;363 Kanagawa-Ken Prefecture., He identified * Exhibit

21,364 2526 as his affidavit, The affidavit * stated
that the witness was Liaison Officer between the
Second Combined Air Corps and the Expeditionary
Forces in China, He arrived in Shanghal in
mid-September 1937, He was staff officer of
both the Third Fleet and the Shanghal Expedit-
lonary Forces and his duties were to supply
information to the navy and to send requests
from the army to the navy. He was the navy exe
pert in the army;to maintain liaison he made
periodic flights from the airport and the
Headquarters of the Third Fleet,

On December 12, 1937, the army requested
the bombing of Chinese ships in which soldiers
were fleeing from Nanking, it being reported
that seven or eight large merchant ships filled
with troops were fleeing wupthe Yangtze River.

They wanted assistance from the naval
air squadron . This the witness transmitted
to the air corps and received their consent

and they sent several planes.

According to army reports, there were
no foreign ships in the Nanking vicinity.

21,365 It was later reported that the mission
was carried out with excellent results., On
the l4th he heard for the first time of the
bombing of the Panay, the report stating that
a foreign ship might have been bombed. He
learned of the facts when he reached Shanghai
to investigate. He discovered that the fanay
had been bombed in error, being mistaken for
a Chinese vessel. The pllot later reported
that the bombing was clearly anerror on his part
and he had no intention of bombing a foreign

: ¥ .. = - =— - . . .- : - . . :
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NARRATIVE SUMMARY OF THE RECORD Page 3222
MAY 2, 1947
DEFENSE - J0AKI - Direct

vessel, It was Lis belief that the Panay was a
Chinese vessel fleeing from Nanking., The pilot
denied that machine gunning of the crew took
place, The pilets had no such practise of
machine gunning their targets, Strict orders
had been issued by the Commander of the Third
Fleet and the Commander of the Air Corps that
care be taken not to damage foreign ships,

21,366 * For this reason those who were regard-
ed as guilty were punished for carelessness or
possible negligence.

There was no cross-examination of the
WitHESSa
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2 May 1947
MEMORANDUM FQR: o Sutton; Mr. Edwards
FROM + FEDViLRD P, ISONAGHAN , Acting Chief
Investigative Division, IFS
SUBJECT ! Defense Witness |
l. Please find attached hereto list of material aveilable on the ; r
following witness and/or wi'nasses,

DEFILUNT - General

LIST OF IMATERIAL AVAILABRLE
M

Memo for the file

2. Plecase acknow

ledge receipt of this memorandum b
and returning attache

Y initialling
d carbon copy to this office, Room 300,

Ve I
Incl EDWARD P. MON..GHAN
(Described above) '
2

et |
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Report by Shimojima

2 May 1947

MEMO FOR THE FILE:

SUBJECT: AOKI, Takeshi

Check of IPS cese files reveals no information regarding Subject,
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2 May 1947
JOMNDUM FORE e, Subton; M. Edwerds
FROM ¢ EDWRD P, LUONAGHAN, Acting Chief
Investigativa Division, IPS
SUBJECT ° i Defense Witness
le "Please Tind attached hereto list of material available on the
followzng witness anpd/or witnesses,

DEFENDANT - (General

WITNESS LIST OF MATERTAL AVATLABLE
ACKT, Tekeshi Memo for the file

2¢ Plcase acknowlcdge

receipt of this memorandunm by initigllin
and returning attached carbo

.copy to this office, Room 300, |

£ '
Incl | EDWARD P, . MON.\GHAN
(Deseribed above) . et L
L
”
27 b




Report by Shimojima
2 May 1947

NENMO FOR THE FILX:

SUBJECT: AOKI, Takeshi

Check of IPS case files reveals no information regarding Subject.




