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NUMBER 1898/15.
RUSSIA (Chinese pastern Railway) AND CHINA,

Agreement concerning the southern branch of the chinese pastern
railway.s--July 6, 1898,

sl (ching-gh'&:g). Ambassador (?) of the mmperial Chinese
government, and yang(-ju), Minister of the Imperial Chinese Government 1.

to gussia, have received an Imperial Decree of the 7th of tl;o Fifth

yoon, YXIV Year of Ruanghsii, that is the 13th of June, 1898, Russian
calendar (June 25th, 1898, New gtyle), authorizing them to draw up

a contract with the chinese pastern Reilway Company in accordance

with the provisions of the Treaty between china and Russia, entered

into at peking on the 6th of the Third Mpon, XXIV Year of Kuanghsi,

i.e., yarch 15, 1898, russian Ccalender (March 27th, 1698, N.S.)4% and
those of the gpecial guplementary Articles to the same, agreed upon

at st.

petersburg on the 17th of the Imtercalary Third Moon=-April 25, 1898--
(My Tth, 1898, N, S.)i to the effegt that, from the date of the

signing of said Treaty by the Chinese government, in accordance with

the permission given in the XXII Year of Kuanghsil (1896) to the

chinese pastern Railway Company to construct certain railways, a

brench line might be built and operated, which should begin at a atation,
to be selected on the main line of the Chinese pasterm Railway, and
extend to the sea-ports, palny and port Arthur in the 1iao-tung peni- by
nsula; the said branch line to be dealt with in careful compliance with

smranslation from the chinese text as printed in Ccustoms,vol. 11,
p.233. gee Note to this document, post, p. 156.

*N 1398/5' ante'.

450.1898/9, ante.
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the terms of the Ccontract of the 2nd of the pighth Moon, XXII Year
of gxuenghsu, pugust 27, 1896, Russian Calendar (sept. 8, 1896, N.. S.)x
between the chinese government ard the »usso-Chinese Rank,

In aooordgnoe with the foregoing provisions, the following
Articles relating to the construction and operation of a railway
through Manchurie are now zgreed upon, to-wit,

Article J.,--This branch of the Chinese Eastern gailway, extending
to the sea-ports of port Arthur and palny, shall be known as the
Southern panchurisn prench of the chinese pastern Railway.

Article IT.--In accordence with Article TV of the Contract of the
2nd, of the pighth Mon, XXII Year of Ruanghsii, August 27, 1896 (gept.
8th, 1896, N, 8.), which provides that the chinese Government shall
take steps as occasion may require to facilitate the bringing in of
the materials needed for the construction of the line, whether trans-
pted by water or By land, it is now egreed that the Company may employ

steamers or other vessels, and such vessels flying the Company's flag

" shall be wmﬁ"éﬁ to proceed up the 1iao River or any of its branches,

and to enter ying-k'ou (the port of Newechwang) or any port in the
Neutral Territory which may prove advantageous to the work of cone
structing this line, and may there discharge cargo.

Article III.--In order to facilitate the bringing in by the
Chinese gastern Reilway Company of the materials and provisions needed
in the construction of the southern )mnchurian Branch, it is permitted
the company to build temporary branch lines from this road to Ying-xtou
end to sea-ports in the Neutral Zone, but when the work of building
the line is completed and the road is open for traffic the Ccampany

X
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mist at the notice of the chinese Government remove these branch
railways; that is to say, within eight Years from the date of the
survey and determination of the line and the appropriation of the
land for its construction these temporary branch lines must be removed.

Article IV,--In accordance with the permission granted to the
Company in the XXIII Year of Ruanghsu (1897) to cut timber and mine
coal for the use of the railway, it is now agreed to allow the
Company to fell timber at its pleasure in the forests on government
lands, each tree to Be paid for at a price to be fixed by the pngineer-
in- chief or his deputy in consultation with the local authorities, but
not higher than the local market rate. But no forests on property
in the province of ghengking belonging to the Dmperial Family, or on |
sites that affect the feng-shui being under the direct control of
the peking Government may be injured or disturbed.

The Campany shall also be allowed in the regions traversed by
this branch line to mine such coal as may be needed for the const- |
ruction or cperation of the railway, the price of which coal a.‘:'inll |
be fixed by the rngineer-indchief or his Deputy in aonaultntionl‘ with
the local authorities but shall not exceed the royalty paid by other

parties in the same locality. ‘

Article V,--within the l=ased territory on the Liao-tungﬁ'aninmll

Ruesia may fix the Customs mariff to suit herself, and China may Ile'l'y
and collect duties at the boundaries on all goods going from thf;
leased territory to the interior or from the interior to the leasged
territory. In dealing with this matter china may arrange with Ruiuia
for the latter government to establish the Customs at Dalny and ff?m
the date of the opening of the said port to international trade tq".l':
-3 - '
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appoint the chinese ms“:tarn Railway Company to act ag the Agent of
thechinese mmperial poard of Revenue to open and manage the Customs
and in its behalf to levy and collect duties. The said Customs shall
be under the sole control of the peking Government, to which the said

a8 peputy at the said customs, All baggage of passengers and all

goods browght from railway stations within the Russian boundaries by
the said line into the territory leased to Russia in the Liao-tung
Peninsula, or shipped from the said leased territary into the Russien
Fopire shall be entirely free of all customs duties as well ag of

all tnland Transit and Likin dues, Goods shipped by rail from the
interier of China to the leased territory or from the leased territary
to the interior must pay export or impart duties respecsively according

Article yI,--tThe Company may at its pleagure aasume the regsponsi-
bility of establishing a line of sea-going vessels flying the Company's
Tlag, to be operated under the Regulations for Foreign Mercantile
Shipping, should these vessels or the management of the business in

ghall not be held respomsible. Passenger fares and freight rates shall
be egfablished by the Company to suit itself, and ghall in no wige cop-
cern the railway, The period of the nanasgement of the gaia enterprise
being of course unlimited, the provisions of Article XIT of the Contract
between the Chinese Government and the Russo-Chinese Rank of the XTI
year of Ruanghsu (1896)| fixing a price for the purchase of the railway,

and a date for ig reversion to China without payment, ghall not apply
to this undertaking.
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Article, VIJ.--A2 to the location of the southern )enchurian
Reilway Line, and the determination of the places through which it
shall pass, it will be necessary to wait until the Fngineer-in-chief
ahall have surveyed the rout® through Manchuria snd made report of
the conditions to the Head office of the Company, when the Company
or is Agent in peking shall consult with the Director General of the

railway and decide the matter,
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