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INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, et al

)
Vs i AFFIDAVIT
ARAKI, Sadae, et al )

1. My name is SASA, Hiree. I am living new at Ne. 219,
l-cheme, Nezawa-machi, Setagaya-ku, Tekye.

1. At present I am a member ef the Heuse ef Ceuncillers
and I beleng te the RYOKUFUKAI Party.

1. My relatien with Kr. ARAKI, Sadae is such that we
have never met emch ether by this time, exeept enly
ence when at the eccasien ef a wedding ceremeny
of the daughter ef my friend Mr. SHIMA, Ichire,
we were amenz the same Company.

Hewever, I feel it my duty as a eritic and =

histerian te lay bare the truth abeut Mr. ARAKI

which I heard directly frem Prince KONOYE,

Fumimare and ether peeple, and alse the histerical

facts which were centained in the Pelitical

Chapter ef the Annual Repert ef the Chue Keren,

afid which were written bty me frem Becember, 1933 and

published en the lst ef January, 1934.

Due te my publieatien entitled "Indigence el

Pelities" and sceres ef ether histerieal, commen-

tarily er eritieal beeks en pelities and en matters

cencerning pelities which I had written with an ebjeet

ef eritieizing Faseicsm and thereby ts restraint

the military elique, I was regarded by the army

circles te be mmnd unmdersireus schelar and a eritic,

But I ean say this that all the histerical Tfaets

in these beeks were written as they were, and ny

argument and eriticism was based en these

histerical faets.

lever had I ence reserted te such despieable attitude

of disterting the ferets for the sake ef ulfing

it as the means ef attack,

Censequently, the Part I of my fellewing statement

contains the histerical facts which I wrete en the

aferementiened "Annual Report ef the CHUO KORON",

and Part 11, the histerical facts centained in my
beek "Tragie Histery of Pelitical Affairs ef

, ‘and which had hitherte net been made public.

In® 111, I shall relate seme secial facts which

I lsd learned in cennectien with Educatien

Minister ARAKI's attitude teward ene er twe

incidents which teek place in publishing wgrld

and scademic circles,

Part 1. !,In cenneetien with the "Annual Repert
of the SHUO KORO o

\
In Jamlary, 1933, when the cemmittee meeting of the
League of Nations en the lManchurian Incident shewed
hepelessness ef ceming te an agreement eof a




(2)

of Shows" I wrote as follow.) (Page 13 and L) 1
"At the earlier stage or: the German~Soviet War,

Part 1l. 1. In my book "The Iraglo History of Poligios

the' Cerman troops launched an incessant and

irresistible attack sana showed a dlstinguished
valor in the field of battls which was worthy

Of a credit of being the most powerrul army in
West Europe. In fact it was enough to startle
Japan and the whole world. An opinion was

then overwhelmingly, Prevailing among the

rmy circles that Japan should riss in arms

at thet Juncture, The opinion adgocated that

ohe Soviet Union will Collapse within four or six
weeks and that it presented e golden opportunity
o Japsn to seize Siberia. The opinion further
insisted that it was possible that German
influence might reasch the Far Lest across
Russia, thet if such should realize, it would

be a cause of great alarm to Japan and that

Japan should obtain in fands what she could
obtain before such convingence took place,

what a meaness, and what a baseness! One really
eels tc turn his face from this wretchedness,
I Japan should resort to such means, Japan would
not be able to show her csanae of Justice to the
Soviet with whom she hag Just €oncluded = rneutality
pPact, to say mothing or Japan's infidelity to
Germany with whom she wss in sllisance,

This opinior wss meinly sdvoceted by the people of
Alllance Group s«nd German Section of army who,
while being familiar with Germany, did not know
much about the Soviet Union, and it was not the
opinion of the Alliance Criticizing Group or of
the people who were thoroughly ucquainted with the
Soviet,
More particularly, the generals of S0=celled
KUDO Group (Imperiszl way)
were in such state of mind that a war should not
e waged without the cause of Justice. Thet e
was should not be fought unless it hadg sufficient
cduse of justlce, and that the wsr itself was of
such nature that it could be waged by the g trength
Of her own, much less s war for mercenariness,
Thrat why did they not realize the fact that the
Soviet-Japan neutelity pact had only recently
been ratified by His Mg jesty . "

This was very fair ang Just opinion. In fact
I thanked Heaven and Earth thet Japan wss

still scund because of this opinicn,
The above (1) were the contents of the story
of Premier KONOE when he explained to me at the
end of June, 1931, of the detailed internal
conditions of the army circles,
The next (2) was & correct description of what
Lieutenant-General OBATA, Binshiro and Lieutenant-
General YANAGAWA, Heisuke told me when I, as
& Journalist had the Pleasure of visiting them,
General OBATA on Jul 1st, 1931 at his house in
SHIMOKITAZAWA (Tokyo¥ and General YANAGAWA on
July 3rd, 1931 at his house in YOYOGI (Tokyo)
As the opinions of the two Generals on that
occasion were so perfectly identical that I
surmised from it that the opinions might be the
results of their previous talks with the so-
called KODO (Imperial Way) Group Generals such

2s General ARAKI, General MASAKI and Lieutenant-

-b-




e e T

-

. — o e g—

e T—

)
;

lﬁﬂﬁiﬂﬂﬂilnaInﬁnymﬂbabkym@hﬁu'”'
Showa" I wrote as follow. (Page 1 & |
"At, the serlieristage of the Gsrmen-Sovist Wer, the
German Hrus Jasgpeedni As Hadopnusl BCOOTI HEMIS %
perdetudatdeld s Zewors bna JHORTITa3 aldidsipe1al
vidTow sew dokdw efifsd o DIl211 sid nt T0l8YV
nt yaTe Iu'iTewoq faem »df anied TO Jtbazo a8 10
s[dTade o iapons maw It Joal nl saqoTuil Jeov
eaw itotafqo nA . Dbltow sfofdw edi -bam aegal
sl goome anitllaveiq Nlnnindedyravo asdd
smra nl eelT bfroldz ‘neget dadid ealdalio YXID
terid badsoombs noinino odT . wmwudomy dTadd: Is
<tz 1o 10T middtw szgulios LIltw uoial dsivoc ol
vdinudToago aebloy¥ A DaTOLE3TI( Tt defd baw. eMasw
qaddant nolafgo o7 .siisdic asloe Qo neaelb oF
nemyey Jedsd sidizzod 3 i 1
. erotos Jesd aa¥ =47 10
slfuow 3 exiflsss plrona o

-
-

L] - L]
L3 aid Dade Lent

4'1- ‘.l i ’

a'r Joln soneuling
-?-

A 2 i T
: afld giaenl
9 & - I - -# = T |
Jadd Las RsqQsL. O M

# o & e i 8 e ol .-
HLugo sne u.’:‘:d‘u e onpii- AL nNisgodo DLUOLC ﬂ.f:pl.l
i ‘-‘ W ~n * . T LS il - :. T - - - |
o & )H.Lq LU0 ':)L'f!.-:'rt!i"._'. 09 IR RIS O RYER L 188 Q4
t__-il.-ur L-: b‘I &l*u - ‘::lc-l 5£1 Ej;r_t _.?.‘ T-I" ‘I-!.)' 'If; ﬁjl T T li

C -
ssabsiodenr elds o4l 2981

‘3;4-.7-.;-& "-;-
hiptow Hegalb (caasm foue of J(Loesd bLirode azgab 11
st oFf soldeul, o sunpd 13X wole OF alug 24 o

vIilasduen 3 Hobploned Jzaif Dafd esdg morlyw Lol J2 Voo
of vitlsbital s'asqal Go aufdfor [sé& 05 T2
‘mopnatlile af epw ada modw ddiw yasmiisd

To slgos(g &0d "{d Dadacovis '{,in_.‘tf.. gaw Aoriigo =211L

Lody ymrs To noldosc AeiITeY brs cpoIi soaalLlil
= ) 4 * :

wony Jom bibh . yasmrezd dyiw taltitmat anisd oX I
add Fon mew &b s pobal delvol snd duode IOLP

Y0 10 quo1d uitxloidizl sonmalllh a4 2o aolnilgo
sitt ditw bedaisupon vidauozodd adsw oy slgqonc »i
cimlivo

- "'--I

hal[s0-08 10 glnTenss 243 lrsluosidr1aq STQu

(voW Leitegqml) quoad QUO%

ton bluode Tsw s Jeid hatm To aisde doyga Ol 576y
g dadl .eoldeul To eeieo 3dd Juoddivw JeEawW

=
J
fus fott e bpod $F zeslmy ¢d3uor ad Joa DIvofia oew
E"‘ll -5

*o aew tisedl taw: eid Iafs Dis eoldalf TC sels!

r

diansgt e sig ¢d bezew sd.] frop 3t Fadd supden fdous
seenlrsanentem TOT MEW 5 easl doim  LWO TR )

ad4 dadd 2ot 9t eellasc Jon yadd HIE vidw Fenld
ylinsoe: yino Ded:dosg yJsiladusaa NaCRb=08Lv0

w vizelaM 2t yd balitTlisT nend

do98Y al ' .J.ookdigo Joul bz TISY YISV BEW n Ll

caw Azqe® daddy ddasd Hhas novseh DeMiadd

83 To ssysosd Lauop IiLLd

Avixiqo si4 |
riodz add Toednadacs sid AW (L) svoda a7
ofdd 2a sm od bentalqxs =i merw J0MUA e ime1dl TO

[gatsdnt bsliszep orfd 1o [LEOL 20wl ‘To bas
»a0lgTlo YNIs add TOo 8a0flTibiod

tarw To noldqlroseh domTioo =-eaw (&) Fxsn el
~Fngasiusid bas:. oxidentit’ ,ATAGO [aTansd-dasnsdusid
ge L aedw -em-blod suuataldl AWADAURY dpIsisd

et saiftely To swapelq sl bad detismsisof, 8

nt . esspoi atd &8 L€0L . def viub mo ATAHO Lsasis
Mo AWADAMAY. [syens® bas (oyaoT) AWASATIAGNLAL
(oyAoP) ID0YOY arl sapod afd s LEUL DT LUl

jadd no alaTtensd owd odd To zmoimliqo 53 =i

I dsdd Lpoldashl vIdosTisq o2 eIdW I Te2000

et sd thsim emotaiqo sdd dsdd Ji1 meTT DINImILE
—oe sdt datw edlsd syolverxa alads Yo =Jluest
Hote elpronsd quotd (ysW Izlteqml) OUOX ballso
—Faensfustd bas INASAM faTensy JIHASA lp1enod e=

-

-

(o] L2 . Y - =
T S e A N P g & s § P s

“l PR T g _' T *
£ Hlgbory o7 Pl t¥1hs of

- “ﬂﬁiﬁ a T T e T i:ﬂ-f' l'-.:"'.;n' =

[
a
e



General Y MaOKA, I asked them whether they had
recently met the above three generals. They sald
they had gathered every now and then, and then
they said with forced smile that the army
suthorities getting annoyingly censorious over
their gatherings.

It meent, then, that the above was an egreed
opinion 2nd conclusion of those several Zenerals,
I thought this opinion would give en effective
support tc the efforts of many of the admirers of
those generals, botk in the War Office and the
General Staff, who, while remeining ip obscurity
or otherwise camouflaging themselves, were
zealously engaged in settlement of the China
Incident and subsequently in successful conclusion
of the Americs-Japan peece negotistion. That

iz why it drove me into a mood of thanking to the
Hesven and EZerth.

On page 33 of my abecve-mentioned book wherein

the army purification movement was closely
studied, there is elso a aescription to the
following effects:

Genarazl UGAKI and General HOMMA were the members
of this group, ead the movement or NAKANO,

AMANO and HATOYAMA, aiming «t the downfall of
TOJO, seemed to have maintained certain contact
with this group.

In coatrast to this, the group of generals such
a2 MAS#KI, ARAKI, YANAGAWA, and OBATA mani-
fegted & clear character of its own. They
maintained an attitude of absolute opposition

to both the incident and the great wer. It

was manifested in ar attempt of General TaANAGAVA
prior to the full of Nanking."

Above was a well known fact among those well-
informed people who had made sincere efforis

in the study of the undischosed phase of the
state of affairs, but personally, thanks to

g relation that his father was & good’priend of
my father, I had &n opportunity of obtaining

the detailed informastions from Prince KONOE,

who had returned from the U.S.A. after attending -
the meeting of the Pacific Problems Research
Council. My description was based on those
informations.

After the withbresk of the Marco Pldo Bridge
Incident of guly 7th, 1937, Prince KONOEX mede

#a determination of preventing the expansion of
this incident. Then the Frince had several
contacts with various generals, exchanged views
with #hlﬂnyggﬁgﬁlrQQLl, strived to accomplish

the America-Japan peace negotiation, and had
contacts and cooperated with the negotistion,

All of these will offer a ground on which truth
of the above statement can be verirfied,

It was Prince KONOE who, while being the Premier
of his First Cabinet, ordered to release Genersl
MASAKI, who had been kept in custedy on a s
suspicion of having been concerned in the Februery
26 Incident. It was alse the same Prince KONOE w
who told me of his heartfelt sympathy te
Education Minister ARAKI when the latter vehemently
objected from the peint of view of intermnational
law as well as humanity to the bombing of several

cities of China, and had a hot discussion with some
cabinet mambera_nt the caebinet meeting.

-5._'
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During the peried
KONOE epimed that the settlement of the China

Incident was hinged upon Ge¢
that the key peint of the domestic problems

was in purification of the army.
Because

of his First Cabinet, Prince

mestic problems and

of this comsideration, he attempted to

war Minister SUGIX , to be succeeded

by ITAGAKL snd to s point YANAGAWA the Chief

of General Staff. is attempt along this line
partly succeeded and partly falled, and beceguse

of it he had to resign from the Premiership.

In other words, those generals such as ARAKT,
MASAKI, YANAGAWA gnd OBATA were politically

the folleowers of KONOE, whereas they were intimate
comrsdes in thedir opposition to the China Incident
as well as in thelr attempt TO avoid occurrence

of & greal waTl.
Such beimng the case, I had a good reason 1O

believe thatl 211l those which Prince KONOE had
told me about those generals, not only after
his return from the U,S.A. but also since the

time of his First Cabinet, were the truth, and
so I collected them and put them in my description.




Part IIIX.

During the peried ef ARAKI Eluoaf{on Minister, the
CHUO KORONSHA published GENJI !JONOGATARI, transiated
frem classical inte present day Japanese, Teo this.

seme members ef the right wing blamed that the pubiisatiih?Wia

publicetien was an act ef blaspheme since the beek
trerted 2 love affair ef the members ef the Reyal
Families, They threatened the CHUO KQRONSHA and
mede several suggestiens te the EdueatPn Minister,
but the Minister did net pay any attenfjien te the
suggestiens, The mevement ef the rigit wing
peeple on this preblem was eagerly wat hed by

the cultured peeple with a sense ef much disguxt,.
Persenally I had seme appreliensiens ever the

attitude eof the Edueatien Minister d
his detestutien ef base ball, and ﬁoggiginfoﬁrgﬁa

pake ef the president ef the publishing eempany,

Mr., SHIMANAKA, Yuze, whe happened te be ene of
my persenal friends.

I visited Lieutenant-General YANAGAWA whe was an

intimate friend ef the Edueatien Minister, and
asked him what weuld be the attitude eof the

Minister teward the matter. Lisutenant-General
YANAGAWA laughed sand said,

"Iven a Reyal Member ocan have a leve affair.

Tt only shews that the reigning was successfully
carried out, and it dees net in any way speil
the dignity ef the Reyal Family. The matter
concerns abeut literature, which is a preductien

of the brilliant culture ef_ the age, te be
treasured by the peeple. The Educatien

Minister has an epinien net te prehibit publica-
tien ef such treasurs, and 8o I de net think
yeu need werry abaut 1it." Lieutenant-General

VANAGATA reiterated en this assertien.

On ether eccasien, there wasS & time when at the
Department ef Ecenomics ef the Tekye Imperial
University, a group ef prefessers of Fascistie
{nclinatien launched an expulsien agitatien
against prefessers of secialistic tendency. The
agitatien se d eveleped that several prefessers of
left wing rpineiple seemed te be en the peint of
beinz expelled ITem scheel, I had my friends

amenz the greup of prefessers, and partly because
I wes worried en their behalf, and partly beeause
I thought the mtter evershadewed the future ef
scholars, I again asked the epinien eof Lieutenant-

General YANAGAWA.,

He said, "The Eduestiem Minister is ef the epinien
opinien that secialism is different in principle

frem communism in that the fermer makes it a principle

of respecting demecraocy. The Minister prefers

secialism rather than Fasoism, which, like cemmunism,

purperts te come inte power and te set up its cwwn
dictaterial regime. Such being the case, the

Minister has ne intentien ef punishing these peeple.
T think he is intending te settle the whele affalr

with the minimum sacrifice el punishing ene person
of ench party, accerding te the principle ef 'in a
quarrel beth parties are te blame'."™ By saying

this the General hinted that he had already consulted
the matter with the Tducetien Minister and had reached

a decisien abeut 1t.
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