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INFO: ARMY CHIEF OF STAFF
FOR ACTING POLITICAL ADVISER

For your info in view fact similar question may be
raigsed in Allied Council, Soviet member Steering Com-
mittee FEC on May 4 referred to Lindesay Parrott article
New York Timeg May 3 reference construction airfield in
Misawa. Soviet member noted article stated airfield
constructed under direction U,S, forces, capable of

handling heavy bombers and Jet planes, and constructed
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at cost of 13 million dollars. Inquired whether U.S,

member could verify report and queried (1) why was such
an airfield necessary at time when occupation coming to
a close; (2) what would happen to airfield after treaty;
(3) was 1t contemplated to destroy it, if so, why build

it at all. Dept assumes matter may be pressed at future
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WAR DEPARTMENT

WAR DEPARTMENT SPECIAL STAFF

CiviL. AFFAIRS DIVISION
WASHINGTON 25. D. C.

[)EFAH} 'qt‘ :
16 June 1948

SUBJECT: Informetion regarding Misews Airfield, Jeapen,

le I have had a careful inquiry made in response to your
memorandum of May 28, 1948 reletive to the New York Times article
oy Lindesay Parrott on the subject of the Misews Airfielc in
Japan, and the inquiries made regarding it by the Soviet Member
of the Far Eastern Commission.

discloses that the occupation forces surveyed
all the airfields in Japan and found thet none of them were
adequate for use of the high performence aircraft in use by the
United States forces. Most of them had runways too short for our
military planes and tremsports; all had runweys too week to stand X
the impact of our aircraft, Since the military occupation of Japan ’
required the availability of our Air Force for any contingency, it

was decided by SCAP that sufficient fields be put in condition to
make our occupation effective,

3¢ Survey of requirements indicated that shortages of cement,
asphelt and of necessary engineering supervisory personnel would
meke it impossible to accomplish et once all that should be done,
Accordingly, it was not until May 1, 1946 that authority wes given
To improve the Lisawe field, Runways were extended end strengthened
end additional servicing facilities were provided.,
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4e lisawe is one of a chain of eir fields which ere selected
Co provide adequate basing of aircraft necessary to operete to

prevent smuggling, illegel entry, etc., and also to provide emergency
landing fields for both military and civilian airoraft,
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O The shortages of material and personnel mentioned above has
operated to meke extremely difficult and dangerous the necessery
movement of both militery and authorized commerciel aircraft, but
the situation is now considerably improved so thet craft can now
operate to and from Japen with e maximum of safety in take-off and
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e
lending and with assurance of adequate emergency landing facilities.

6. Such improvements as have been mede to these fields will,
of course, revert to the Japanese when the occupation ends unless a
peace treaty prohibits air facilities. Even though Japan will
probably have no eir force under a peace treaty, it might be necessary

to have in Japan fields adequate to hendle commercial aircraft
authorized to operate in and through Japan,

Ma jor Genereal, GSC
Chief, Civil Affeirs Division
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16 June 1948

YENMORANDUN FOR MR. P. P, CLAXTON, DEPARTMENT OF STATE

SURJECT: Information regarding Misawa Airfield, Japan.

1. I have had a careful inquiry made in response to your
mneporandum of May 28, 1948 relative to the New York Times article
by Lindesay Parrott om the subject of the Misawa Airfield in
Japan, and the inquiries made regarding it by the Soviet Kember

of the Far Eastern Commission.

2. Uiscussion with Plans and Operations officers of bo th
Army and Alr Forces discloses that the occupation forces surveyed
all the airfields in Japan and found that none of them were
adequate for use of the high performance aireraft in use by the
inited States forces. Most of them had runways too short for our
military planes and trensports; all had runways %o weak to stand
the impact of our aircraft., Since the military occupztion of Japan

required the availability of our Air Foree for any contingenoy, 1t
was decided by SCAP that suffieient fields be put in condition %o

make our oocupation effeective,

3. Survey of requirements indicated that shortages of cement,

asphalt and of necessary engineering supervisory persomnel would
meke it impossible to accomplish at omee all that should be done.
Accerdingly, it was not ‘uatil May 1, 1946 tThat suthority was given
to improve the iisawa field, Runways were extended and strengthened

and additional servicing facilities were provided.

4, MNisawa is ome of & chain of air fields whieh are seleoted
to provide adequate basing of airoraft necessary to operate To
prevent smuggling, illegal emtry, eto., and also to provide emergency
landing fields for both military and civilian airoraft,

5 The shortages of material and personnel mentioned above has
operated to make extremely difficult and dangerous the necessary
movement of both military and authorized commercial aireraft, but

he situation is now considerably improved so that craft can now
operate to and from Japan with a maximum of safety in take-off and
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6. BSuch improvements as have been made to these fields will,
of oourse, revert to the Japanese when the oooupetion ends unless &
peage treaty prohibits ailr facilities. Even though Japan will
probably have ne air foree under & peace treaty, it might be neoessary
to have in Japan fields adequate to handle commereial airoraft

authorised to operate im and through Japan.

DANIEL NOCE
Major Gemeral, GSC
Chief, Civil Affairs Division
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e Misawa pAirfield

SUBJECT : Tnformation Regarding th

1 discussed this matter with General
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lajor General Daniel E. Nooe,
Chief, Civil Affairs Division,
Departaent of the irwy

Po P. Claxteon, Jr.

Departaent of State.
Informagtion regarding Misawa Alrfield.

At the lay 4th meeting of the Steering Committee of the Far Eastem
Commission, the Soviet member referred to Lindesay Parrot's artiele in

the "I YORK TIWES deseribing the Micewa airfield, commtructed under the
direction of United States foroes, which he stated to be capable of
handling heavy bombers and jet nlanes (the article alse refdrred to the
existence of other suech sirfieclds). The Seoviet member asked the United
States member to obtain information as to whether this remert is true.
He ingulired whether such an airfield is necessary if the period of oco-
cupation is coming to a close. Fe also asked what would hanpem to the
airfield after a treaty should be made, He further stated that he did
not think the field would-be necessary. At the next meeting of the Com-
the

mission itselfl, the Coviet member refarred to the guestion ssked in
Steering Committee.

ir, Borton of the “tate Department has discussed this cuestion with
Colonel "axson of P & O, who referred him to Major Swirem of the Depart-

sent of the Alr Force planning staff., No econcrete information has beem
dw.lopd thns f.ro

8Y9|-9/296L° V68

As I meutioned to you on the telephone, this may become a metter of
very considerable importance. % would appresiate it, therefere, if it
would be possible for you to investigate it thoroughly. There can be
little doubt that the Soviet nember (and possibly other members) will
presg the queation atl future FEC meetings, especislly im view of the fast

that a spokesmsan of the Alr Force in Tekyo has verified the existence of
the Hisawe airfield,

In view of SCAP's internatiomal character, as fer as we can see ot
present the only justification which we can make for the construction
of this d#field is that it was deenmed nocessary for the nurposes of the
occupation, This ecould bde for such purposes as flying persennel in and

It could also be for the purpese of providing mili-
tary support for the cecupstion against a possible uprising of the

defested eneny. In view of the extremely peaceftl mature of the ccoupatien,
it would be hard te defend the construetion of the field on this

unless it had deen begun almost immedistely after the cccupetion commenced.

In comnection with this field, and if there are any other ones of a
similar nature, regarding which questions might be raised in the FEQ, it
would be appregiated if you could find out and let us have sxact informe-
tion on the charascteristiocs of sush airports and on the authority for and
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In reply refer to

NAa

MEMORANDUX FOR TEE UNITED STATES MEMBER,
FPAR EASTERR COMMISSION

On May 4, 1948 the Soviet Member drew the attention
of the Steering Committee to an article by Lindesay
Parrott, which appeared in the Hew
1948 regarding the Misava alrfileld in Japan
the United States Nember to seek information as to the
acouracy of this press story. On May 6, 1948 in the

course of the discussion on FEC 245/18, Qivil Aviation in

i.,ngn. the Soviet Member again referred to this article,
t 18 noted that at nelither meeting 4id the United Btates
Member commit himself to an acceptance of the Soviet re-
quest for information., Therefore, 1t 1s belleved that
the United States Member should not volunteer a reply to
the inquiry of the Soviet Kember. HNHovever, should the
Soviet or any other Member make further requests for in-
formation on this subjeet or revert to econsideration of
the subjeet in the course of discuesion on the queetion
of eivil aviation in Japan, the United States Member 1a
authorized to transmit the substance of the attached
statement to the members of the Far Eastern Commlselon.

Assistant Secretary

>

Charles E. Saltzman %
)
b

Enclosure:

Statement of the United Btates Member.
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With reference to the article in the New York H
of May 3, 1948 regarding the subject of the Nisawa Air eld

in Japan, my Government has informed me that the oecupation
foroes surveyed all the airfields in Japan and found that
none of them were adequate for use of the high performance
alreraft in use by the United States forcee. MNost of them

short for our military planes and trans-
ports; all had runways too weak to stand the impact of our

aireraft. 8Since the military occupation of Japan requires
the avallabllitl of our Alr Foree for any eontingenoy, it
was decided by SCAP that suffieient rields ehould be put
in condition to make our occupation effective. MNisawa is

one of a chain of airfields which have been selected to
provide adequate dasi of alrecraft necessary to operate
to prevent smuggling, {1 g

€te.; and also to
provide emergenocy landing flelde for
éivilian airerars.

& survey of requirements indicated that
ement, asphalt, of necessary engineering
reonnel would make it impossible to make all

provements at once. Accordingly, it was not
» 4946 that authority was given to improve the

Misawa airfield. Runwvays were extended and strengthened
and additional serviocing facilities were provided.

While this shortage of material operated to make ex-
tremely difficult and erous the necessary movement of
both military and ial airorart, I can

ue to the improvenme
, oraft can at present operate to and from Japan

With a maximum of safety in take-off and landing and with
assurance of adequate landing facilities.




