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John Walter Scott

By J. B. CHITTENDEN

HERE is one department of philately that is still in its infancy. Stamps have

been and are being studied with increasing care, in fact to a degree that is even

astonishing to collectors themselves, but concerning the men who did and
are doing this work comparatively little has been recorded. As the first century of
philately draws to a close more and more the biographical and historical events asso-
ciated with the lives of at least the founders of this science will be interesting and
valuable. With the exception of Sir Rowland Hill our knowledge of the early phil-
atelists is fragmentary to a degree, but signs are not lacking that this will be amended
as witness the fine work accomplished by Pemberton and Sefi relating to the life
and work of Edward Pemberton in “The Philatelic Journal of Gt. Britain,” and the
brightly human and powerful searchlight thrown upon the real Ferrary by Charles
J. Phillips.¥  Unless one essays to write a biography no adequate understanding of
the difficulties involved can be realized.
The paucity of authoritative informa-
tion concerning men whose names are
familiar today to even the rank and
file of philatelists is truly astonishing.
Even personal friends and members of
the family can state very little that is
definite.  Since possessing a journal
of its own the Collectors Club has
recognized its duty to perform this
work at least for its own mem-
bers. Inadequate and far from com-
plete because of lack of time and in-
formation, with a pen charged with
affection and appreciation and kindly
memories, such events as are known
to us concerning the life of our most
celebrated founder and leader in phi-
lately, John Walter Scott, are
recorded :

EARLY AND DOMESTIC LIFE

John Walter Scott was born in

JOHN WALTER SCOTT London, England, November 2, 1845,

Photo taken in 1919, the son of John Scott and his wife

Martha Stone. These few words

contain  all the information to be secured from his family, and it is prob-

able that little will ever be recorded concerning the first fifteen formative years

of his life other than can be derived from inference. Unquestionably he received but

an ordinary elementary school education, and it is equally certain that he received

in his home instruction in the Bible, which throughout his long life led him to base
his conduct on Christian ethics.

It is easy to picture young Scott as a tall, rather ungainly vouth, very shy and
very nearsighted, given much to meditation and thrown to a degree on his own re-
sources for amusement, the very stuff out of which so many stamp collectors have
evolved. In 1860 at the age of fifteen he secured his first employment in a mer-
chant’s office in London, and the foreign correspondence of this house was primarily
instrumental in arousing his interest in stamps. The several Scott Companies have
at times claimed this date as that of their foundation.
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IFor stamp collectors it will not be difficult to imagine the general rating to be
given voung Scott’s stamp business in London in 1860, two years before Mount
Brown published his famous first catalogue. Unquestionably he began to trade in
stamps during this vear primarily to enhance his own collection.

On the 27th of July, 1863, he sailed on the Hecla for New York, accompanied
by a school boy chum, Charles Watson, and the boys brought their small stock of
stamps with them. It is hardly probable that Scott anticipated establishing a stamp
trade in New York prior to this voyage. With little ready cash it is easier to per-
ceive that he and Watson tried to raise funds by selling their stock, which they did
to an outdoor dealer in Chambers street, north of the City Hall I"ark. Conditions
must have been most encouraging as the only market representing New York's phil-
atelic interest consisted of a board upon which stamps were tacked and displayed
by Scott’s predecesser in the trade in front of Trinity Church. He has stated him-
self that he sold his collection to a stamp and coin dealer located at Chambers street
and Broadwayv for $10.00. Shortly afterwards he went to this purchaser, I infer
but am not certain, the veteran William P. Brown, and complaining of his failure
to secure emplovment expressed his intention to join the Army. This dealer ad-
vised him otherwise and offered to lend him $100 worth of stock to start with to
locate next to him if he so desired. This offer was accepted and after three months
of this outdoor trade he managed to save $100.*

The writer is not familiar with other facts concerning the character of Mr.
Scett's business during his first sojourn in New York in the year 1863-64. Watson
continued his association with Scott for a few months and continued thereafter sui-
ficiently interested in stamps to help found the New York Stamp Society of which
he was advertised as the first secretary in 1867, but finding the stamp business too
quiet for his ambitions drifted into politics.

Quoting from a letter home announcing his safe arrival in New York, Scott
thanks his sister for sending copies of the “black English” and writes “1 shall sell
them for 12 cents each, so that is a very good profit. 1f you can get any more
send them and 1 will pay vou for them.,” He also adds “as for churches I attended
Holy Trinity regularly since I have been herve.” That the stamp business was far
from lucrative in these vears of the Civil War is to be inferred from the fact that
in 1865 he followed the gold rush to the West. Arriving at Council Bluffs he
joined a caravan and crossed the plains. Quoting from a letter written in Idaho,
April 17, 1863:  “You ask how 1 enjoyed Christmas; for Heaven's sake do not
think of my enjoying myself. 1f 1 can just keep comfortable I think I am doing
well. 1 lost my Bible and my clothes, but I have the New Testament nearly by
heart. I want you to find out for me how much money it would take to educate
me, fit to become a clergyman. I suppose 1 could earn enough in two vears.,”  In
May, 1865, the whole town of Idaho City was destroyed by fire and Scott lost
everything he possessed, and in July started on foot for California. At this time
his conversational talent was very interesting, especially his description of the different
phases of London life were a treat to listen to, and this faculty proved a great asset
in his business thereafter. When he went to California a friend obtained a promise
from him that he would send him the first lump of gold he dug out himself as a me-
mento. After several vears the friend did receive a few grains of the precious metal,
although Mr. Scott did not go into the mines but was employed as a teamster.®

He writes home as follows: I am going to California on my way back to New
York, and am glad T am getting back to civilization, for although I have gone on the
same as usual I can feel the contaminating influence of living in such company. I
have not done anvthing very wrong, but I can scarcely bring myself to believe that
it is anv crime to steal and murder. You may think that strange, but if you had
lived ten months in a town where it is thought honorable to murder and a man is
treated as the vilest coward who allows himself to be insulted and not kill the man
vou would understand it better.” Finally in November he arrived in Sacramento
City and found employment with a German grocer, and after working with him

*Supplement to Metropolitan Philatelist, Jan. 13, 1919. . E Handshaw,
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for six months embarked on a sailing vessel for New York. This ship was wrecked
in the vicinity of Panama, but eventually, just how no one seems to know, he arrived
again in New York in 1867, where he once more engaged in the stamp trade at 34
Liberty street, which then dd}ouwd the City Hall Post Office.

During the first fifteen months he printed and circulated monthly a price list
of stamps for sale consisting of one leaf each, beginning in June, 1867. These con-
stitute the first fifteen editions of the famous Scott’s Catalog which advances to the
dignity of a catalog in the 16th edition, 20 pages and one colored plate of illustration,
issued in September, 1868. In this he advertises the newly founded American Jowrnal
of Philately as the official organ of the also newly formed New York Philatelic
Society. These one page pamphlets are as rare as any publications in American
philately. The Crawford library contains but four and sad to relate the Collectors
Club, his own club, has not a single copy. Young Scott was then twenty-two years
of age and must have brought back
from the West a tough and vigorous
constitution and courage. In one year
he publishes twelve pamphlets, lavs the
foundation for America’s most famous
PHILATELY. journal, and establishes theoretically at -
least the New York Stamp Societv. 1

In ackuowledging the honor done me by the New York Philatelic Sy thtfl')l'(‘.'tlt‘{l“_\' :}t ](‘.Elﬁt 1or H.t ; (?HCE
Society, in giving the Bditorinl chorge of this the first paper published  yOUNZ Scott met with VIZOTOUS Criticism,
on this Continent treating of the * Science” of Philately, T can only . L - 5
assnre thets that it will be the study of my lifs 1 muke The Augrieay  iN0st Of W hich emanated from Boston
JoomsaL e PAILATELY seond toena of our European contemporarien,  \hich at this time considered itself to

in regard to information.  And although Inmenting that some more |
cxperienced gentleman had not been sl dected to fill the Editorial (hair, 5 Arve ey a8 , .
still T rrust rh|u by employing all the available talent, both in thia bt ﬂnd tf’ ‘r& ]}Ig{- ‘]ehlt“t‘ W .ih th{ 101me
conntry and in Enjope, to muke the Journal equal to their most  of America’s infant philatelists. Boston
’ﬂl’lbll]llr txp&(‘tﬂ“ﬂlm ; (P ; -
I W scorr. as early as 1863 had its catalog, famous
among collectors as that of (5. Dexter,
—_— e - =

) ] ~ published by Sever and Irances. The

OFFICERS OF THE NEW YORK PHILATELIC SOCIETY. L : k!
PRESIDENT, Hub rejoiced in the t‘ﬁtilhlll.\'hnll‘!!l’ of a
REY. J. 4. NORLEY, DD, L1 journal, Stamp Collector's Review in

New Fork City, Febvuary, 1868,

VICE-PRESIDENTS, fiepas

B GRAFTON, M. T, WILLARD K. FREEMAN, Esqy [866. Moreover, Boston found a lead-
TREEASTRER, BECREETARY, G 2y T . 5 . )
3. W. SCOTT, CAiiie winn er in Ferdinand _\Luu Trifet who pub-
DIRECTORS, hished his first catalogue, also one leaf
SEQREHRILITS & I TEN DROBCR, Faa and on one side only, in 1566, and a
CONSTITUTION. second edition in Mav, 1867, composed

Awriere 1—This Sooiety shall be denominated “The New York of t‘ighl‘t‘t‘ll pages. In & L‘Ft(‘lllbt" 1868,
Philutelic Society,” the objects of which shall be to promote the collee- . £
tion of Foreign Postage Stamps, and for obtaining more complete infor- Scott puts New York upon the map
mation in regard to the same. with a sixteenth edition of 20 pages.
Front Page of Scott's First Paper Trifet in October, 1867, began the
first successful and in many respects ex-
cellent stamp journal for Boston, The Awmerican Stamp Mercury. The upstart Scott
flashed back with the A merican Journal of Philately, New York, December, 1868, and
a New York Stamp Society. Hardly anything in the history of American philately is
more amusing than Trifet’s Mercury and Scott’s Journal at this early period. Trifet
was older and more experienced and certainly put it all over Scott to a degree that
might have utterly discouraged that poor young man struggling manfully in New
York were it not for that western rough house foundation combined with the New
Testament learned by heart.

T'rifet promptly accused Scott of copyving the prices in his catalog, of being
absolutley void of a knowledge of stamps, and as to editorship better qualified to be
an industrious student of the dictionary. Scott was credited by Trifet with being a
cheerful liar, the public was advised that No. 1 of the American Journal of Philately
was never published, and that the heralded stamp society was composed of rwo voung
boyvs named Scott and Wilson, and a visionary clergyman who promptly sailed for
Buenos Aires accordinz to the imaginative Scott.  Scott countered by sending Trifet
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two copies of No. 1, one on yellow paper purporting to be the original and one on
white paper the so-called reprint.  Trifet proved to his own satisfaction that both
came from the same press and at the same time. That our first society was truly a
feeble embryo is indicated by Scott’s announced formal resignation in 1868, following
a first class row with Wilson, .

The childish conduct of these gentlemen was incident to the dawn of philately
and its counterpart, the outcome of personal and sectional jealousy, surviving long
as witness the politics of the American Philatelic Association, where year after year
Fast is Fast and West is West most emphatically,  Be this as it may, Scott perse-
vered.  Trifet published his last catalog, the 50th edition, in 1874, and Scott’s
catalog claims today to be in its 79th edition. "The American Stamp Mercury closed
down with its 39th number in March, 1871, The American Jowrnal of Philately ran
through twenty volumes and 184 numbers under Scott's editorship until 1886, and
was continued in 19 more volumes containing 228 numbers under the editorship of
Henry Calman, John Luff, and the Scort Stamp & Coin Co. Scott died while
president of the American Philatelic Society, a splendid example of the pioneer spirit,
of the reward of persistent effort, of courage, imagination, and public service. Scott
long ago ceased to represent New York, he belongs to the United States of America.

With enough to occupy the spare hours of an ordinary person Scott found time
to woo and win, and was married to Minnie Peyton, daughter of William Peyton,
a dry goods merchant of New York, October, 1868. Of this marriage six children
were born, five of whom survive, including our own Walter Scott, Jr. There is every
reason to believe that Mr. Scott was especially happy in his domestic life. His chil-
dren were all strong and well educated, a part of their education occurring abroad.
During many vears of his life Mr. Scott was a vegetarian, abstemious always in his
habits, and enjoving good health even in his later vears.

The foundation of his success was well laid in the formative years 1868-1870.
It was based on principles now generally accepted.  First to provide albums, second
to secure advertising by the publishing of catalogs and a journal, third by furthering
the organization of stamp societies.  These and until 1878 constituted the days when
many experiments were made to keep the pot boiling for a rapidly increasing family.
Cheap packets were advertised and sold from the first, the prices varving from 25
cents for fifty stamps to $10 for 500 stamps. His first album offered was the
sixth and seventh editions of Lallier’s album and Appleton’s album from $3.50 to
$6.50, but in July, 1868, he was ready with his own Scott’s American Album to be
had for $2.50. Long lists of stamps for two cents, others for three cents, and
groups for five, eight and ten cents each were advertised monthlv. In 1869 a
monogram album was also prepared and packets of monograms and crests were added
to the list, and a printing outfit not only adequate to his own needs but advertised
to perform all sorts of printing under the title J. W. Scott & Co., Practical Job
Printers, then located, 1871, at 75-77 Nassau street. Shortly afrer moving to
the basement in Nassau street he made his first famous purchase of a fine lot of
St. Louis stamps with the rampant bears for $1.00 cach, which he sold, some as low
as $5.00. By March, 1870, he issued his famous set of 30 portraits of the \\'{}ﬂdts
rulers at $1.00 per set, and essaved for the second time to illustrate new issues in his
journal in color. On May 20, 1870, he advertised the first auction sale of stamps
to be held Saturday evening, Mav 28, 1870. This constituted of course a very im-
portant event in the history of philately, one destined to have a profound effect on
the stamp trade and in encouraging the public in stamp collecting.

In November. 1870, he advertised and sold his Juvenile Theatricals. Q-lmting‘the
advertisement:  “Sheets contain each character in the play in every different position,
together with scenes, side wings, ete., ete., and all the fixtures necessary to make
an exact imitation of any theatre—stages, stage fronts, lamps, orchestra slvadt'sf: a_nj.i
evervthine required at the lowest price.  The first plavs were Jacob .anrhhll $1.73,
Falls of Clyde $1.50, Richard T $0.75, and Pizzaro. These were cvld.cntlf" an E“%‘
lish importation.  As late as 1882 these miniature plays were advertised as Seltz s
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American Boys' Theatre, and the writer can remember his own first experience
therewith as a theatrical producer.  The classic plays first mentioned were not in
favor during my eighth vear, but 1 distinctly recall one night productions at a very
low rate of the Boy Sailor, or the Pirates’ Doom; Red Headed Jack, The Terror
of London, The Pirates of the Florida Keys, and The Red Skeleton, or the Dead
Avenger.  Five thousand photographs of the world's celebrities were also on sale
in 1870, including Kings and Queens, Statesmen, Clergymen, Stamp Dealers, Gen-
erals, Naval Officers, Lawvyers, and last but by no means least famous criminals,
actors, and actresses,

About this time or early in 1871 Mr. Scott | believe visited London again, and
was very ambitious to take a leading part in his old English capital, as well as in
New York. His idea was to publish an English edition of the American Journal of
Philately. At one time he proposed to Fdward L. Pemberton to edit such a journal,
and that Mr. Pemberton gave the proposal serious consideration is indicated by the
correspondence reprinted in the Philatelic Jowrnal of Great Britain, October, 1922,
Pemberton was Scott’s senior by one vear and if Scott was born in England and learned
his philately in America, Pemberton was born in America and was trained in philately
in England. As a philatelic writer and expert Pemberton was Scott's superior.
As editor of the Manthly Advertiser and contributor to other journals, and through’
his celebrated study of the forged stamps, Pemberton takes rank among philatelists
while Scott was gathering a living for his family. Pemberton concentrated and Scott
diversified his interests. My, Pemberton’s answer to Mr. Scott’s suggestion that they
conperate (reprinted Phil. Journal of Great Britain, Oct., 1922) is illuminating.
We venture to quote as follows:

CHesTER RoAp,
BIRMINGHAM,
Dec. 3/91.
My Dear Sir,
I hasten to write you concerning the A. J. of P. and vour proposals. 1 have advertised
a new journal, and cannot for my own sake, or for the sake of Grant & Co. well go
back on it now., You could not call your English Edition the American J. These two
facts are pretty clear, but as I apprehend it vou want me:—

1° to edit your English Edition.

2” to halve expenses on Do.

3% to halve returns of Adverts on Do.

4" to give you the pick of all Extra space for vour own firm for nothing.
5% any space not wanted by you, to go to my firm at a nominal rate.

o

6" to abandon my proposed magazine.

If this is clearly vour proposzal I hardly see how it would pay me. You see 1 lose on
three grounds.

1% I give my name, time, and labour for nothing.

27 1 pay for my firm's adverts,

3% I drop my firm's magazine,

For years I have given my time and labour to 8. C. M. and Philatelist, to make my-
sclf a reputation. 1 consider now that I have done it, and T intended using it for my
own advantage in the new firm. I am quite aware that if you open in London you
cannot fail to do considerable business, especially of a cheap nature. Is it worth your
while to pay me to make vou a business of a better class, T mean as the Editor of The
English (or London) Journal of Philately?

If T were starting a new business, were unknown, and knew nothing of my subject,
why then I should jump at any offer, but, 1 fave my business ready cut and dried, all 1
am now intending to do is to increase and multiply it under the name of Jas. R. Grant
& Co. Devise a scheme that will suit both our interests, and T am all right. As far as
1 understand vour present offer, the advantages appear all on your side. If we arrange, and
I edit for you, you would have my Forged Stamps and other papers advertised. Just
think it over. . . .

Yours faithfully,
Epw. L. PEMBERTON.

From another letter written on Christmas Day, 1871, it becomes evident that
Scott met most of Pemberton’s requirements for the many details of the new pub-
lication were discussed. Evidently, however, the deal failed and each proceeded to
publish his own journal. Scott did not give up the idea of a London conquest by any
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means, but compromised by publishing his A merican Jowrnal of Philately, the same
in every respect except for advertisements and the cover with a London edition, which
last emanated from 46 Leadenhall street, London, 15.C. T'his constitutes volume V
of the dmerican Journal of Philately, numbers 49 to 60, But London refused to be
captured and dealt with young Mr. Scott's efforts in journalism most unkindly.  The
only sugeestion of personal discouragement that [ think can be found in all of Scott’s
writings occur as a last word in closing this London edition:
“During the past vear our editorial labours have been lightened and rendered pleasant
by the numerous letters expressive of satisfaction that we have received from every part
of the kingdom; it has been but very rarely that anything but a suggestion (for which we
are always grateful) has reached us, which would show that our magazine was not in all
respects what our subscribers would wish.  Our contemporaries have not, we must say,
been very generous, very lenient, or very courteous to us; indeed, so strongly have we oc
casionally felt on this subject, that we had at one time almost concluded to discontinue
the “exchange” copies, however, on de-
liberation, we abandoned the idea, trust-
: : = ~ that  time (that oreat leveller and
| L A B S MED LS s
/Fj- —/2"-’/"4:‘ R *‘@;ﬁ/"ﬁ"“‘"};‘ S smoother of all differences), would bring
with it more genial and friendly feelings.

= T f ke —_— We can, we think, say that on but few

DESCRIPTIV I‘:.- CATALOGUE occasions have we been the first to array

4 . ' 2 A ourselves for battles; it has ever been

AIIIEI‘WEH& aih flll‘ﬂtl]ll. our wish to be on the best terms with
R our confreres, and we believe that in

| —55 time to come a better understanding will

,& exist.”

= THIIL[I’E:, That London was fiercely con-

g temptuous and to a degree justifiably

' so with American journalism of this

ISSUED period is beautifully illustrated by the
rain following “DPhilatelist,” p. 91, 1872:
1840 “Another of the mushroom amateur

TO DATE, publications devoted fo stamp-collecting
and a display of the editor’s lamentable
ignorance.  In his opening remarks, the

Jd WETH COLORED editor, proprietor, publisher, etc, takes
{
5
2

occasion to remark that he has been a
- stamp-collector since its earliest days to
ENURAVINGS it L n il
ERGRAYINGS the present time and has continued it in

) the interim. What does he mean? On
the second page, he alludes to the King-

Cenlafning the Currend 4alne of pach “Cariefy. dom of Natal, and the Empire of New-
. foundland. On the last page, most

FPRICE 15 CENTS. wonderful to relate, he announces that
e the Confederate States stamps are now

NEW YORK
PUBLISIIED BY J, W, 8COTT & CO

WHULESALE AN BETALL DEALERS 1y

obsolete, having heen used only from

1861 to 1865. We would advise the

FOREIGN POSTAGE STAMPS editor, proprictor, publisher, etc. a con-

N inana g ! solidation of “The American Postage

e Stamp Jowrnal” with “The Stamp-Col-

R lector’s  Guide,” a  precious philatelic

(Rhg i : sheet which seems to be an unwhole-

"Lt-‘ £ T shee

- some compound of arrant self-con-

T PR — Peiuter, 4 New Chambe ps 8L, N, Y. ceit, childish impudence, and hopeless

, ienorance  erected on  a superstruc-

Scott's First Catalog ture of humbug, delusion, and make
believe.”

In one respect, however, Scott triumphed by holding the first auction sale of
stamps in England, March 18, 1872, at Sotheby’s old house in Wellington street.
Quoting again, Philatelic Journal of Great Britain, Oct., 1922, p. 188:

Pemberton did attend the sale which was held on March 18th, 1872, at Sotheby’s
old house in Wellington street; he bought a number of items and would have bought more
but for the general feeling of distrust created by the owner (Scott) running up the prices
?i:nsﬂf instead of following the customary English method of placing reserves upon the
ots,
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Some of the items E. L. I, sccured are, however, of interest. He paid £35 for a
“Jefferson Market P.O. pink, unique,” a rare local which exists on pink and on blue paper.
According to the chronicler in the Phitatelical Jowmal “here occurred something amusing,
the auctioneer probably fancied that, as this was unique and exciting competition, it was
a handsome stamp, so as the bidding rose, described it as ‘heautifully engraved,” which
createrl great laughter, for it was u foully hideous thing, and the engraving apparently
done by a blind man with o skewer”

Most of the U. 8. locals sold fell to Sir Daniel Cooper, Mr. Atlee or Mr., Pemberton,
but the greater number were bought in by the owner. Pemberton secured three fine un-
used Sydneys and a poor 3d. unused for 63/, which he reckoned were “decidedly the
only bargain in the sale so far.”

. It is hard to resist the temptation to picture a result that might have happened
if the Pemberton-Scott deal had eventualized. It would certainly have advanced
American philately by much more rapid strides and have doubtless reacted strongly
in favor of the British and have served as a valuable and constructive force leading
to cooperation and mutual understanding.

Returning to America in 1873, Scott continued his rapidly growing business,
moving in 1875 to 146 Fulton street, then and until the building of the Brooklyn
Bridge and the elevated roads one of the most crowded streets New York has ever
had. The firm name was changed to Scott & Co.  He returned, however, with his
attention turned strongly to coins and his successful efforts to became an expert in
this field probably more than anything else militated against his development as a
great philatelist.

He enjoyed a lucrative trade in coins, holding many auctions. Ungquestionably
for a time at least he relegated stamps to the second place and was with difficulty
aroused again to any great sympathy with our modern philately. He is correctly
credited with having amassed a good fortune and at the age of forty was ready to
retire. In 1878, his printing office was destroyed by fire and then was lost all of his
early records causing most of his earliest writings to become scarce.  The American
Journal of Philately, First Series, ceased because of this occurrence, with its 156th
number and 12th volume.

After the fire, in the last number Dec. 20th, 1878, Scott writes.

In the January number of the Jowrnal a great change will be noticed, first the size
has been doubled while its perind of publication has been changed from once a month, to
four times a year, again no stamps or album pages will be given away with it, but the
Journal itself will be sent free to some thousands of collectors monthly. Various con-
siderations have influenced our publishers in making these changes, the principal one, we
believe, being that the amount of time expended on it could be used to better advantage,
for we scarcely need tell our readers that it never paid for the time given to it. It returned
to its publishers more than the money actually expended for paper and printing, but this
formed but a small part of the monthly expense. In its new form a gentleman has been
found who could spare the little time necessary to edit it, and our publishers will gladly
forego the thousand dollars received from the subscribers and send it free to their old
friends. This arrangement is only for 1870 and as the Journal in its twelve volumes has
changed its stvle several times from monthly to weekly and from that to monthly, then
issued every fortnight, back again to monthly, it is more than probable that 1880 will
see it changed again, in fact, there is only one thing certain about i, and that is that it
will never be discontinued.”

As a matter of fact the paper was discontinued then and there and was followed
by a new journal devoted quite as much to coins as to stamps, called “The American
Journal of Philately and Coin Advertiser,” much changed in appearance and in con-
tents. This ran for most of the time as a quarterly until Scott disposed of his right,
title and interest in the business including his name to The Scott Stamp and Coin Co.,
Limited organized by Mr. (i, B. Calman and others in 1887, It was at this date
and after the fire that he was located at 721 Broadwav. My, Scott’s intention was
to retire permanently although he retained the editorship for one vear and five months
of the new Admerican Journal of Philately, second series, afterwards continued by the
new firm until 1906.

The catalog America’s “Standard” continues and is today referred to by his
name in its 79th edition.
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About 1887, negotiations were completed whereby John Walter Scott sold his
right, title and interest in Scott and Co. to the Scott Stamp and Coin Co., Limited.
This sale resulted in a famous law suit familiar to every student of law.

In 1887, the Adwmerican Jowrnal of Philately was not issued but was continued
from 1888-1906 by the Scott Stamp and Coin Co., Led. ], W. Scott edited Vol. |
of this so-called “Second Series” and Nos. 1-3 of Vol. 2.

It is generally understood that Mr. Scott lost most of his fortune in the course of
a tew months through unfortunate speculation.  However this may be, it was the
necessity of making a living that, according to statements in court led him to organize
a new company—the J. W. Scott Co., Limited, and in 1889 he was to be found
again opposite his old stand at 145 Fulton street at 40 John street, acting officially
as general manager. This action on the part of Mr. Scott was vigorously and pub-
licly opposed by the Scott Stamp & Coin Co., Ltd., who brought suit against him
in an effort to restrain and dissolve ‘this last corporation. The judgment in this
case, rendered by the Supreme Court, is well krnown and studied annually by all law
students, supported Scott, laving down as the established principle of law that no
matter what the contract, no man can sign away his right to make a living by the
only means available to him.

In 1890 we find Mr. Scott again
Incnted_in Fulton strect and busily en- CATALOGTURE
gaged in gathering forces to his sup-
port. It was a strenuous year in the
annals of New York philately marked CHAISE ST SRiECH LRz
by much display of energy and a very
L_‘Unsidcmble amount of controversy, PO STJ_’-X GHE STAMP S,
jealousy and bad blood. Those who
supported Scott were more or less op-
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pDSEd to the Scott Still’l'tp & Coin Co. EXTIRE STORK QR A RANERTRT BUROPEAS DEALER,
under ﬁ'I!'. C-ﬂ]l‘['lill‘l. SEVEILAL BMALL
In April, 1890, Scott was again AMERICAN COLLECTIONS

editing his own journal “The Metro- o R S N A
politan Philatelist.”” April, 1890—Dec., And many exceedingly Scarce Sumps, togethe '
1916, Nos. 1-763, and later continued - —
by Mr. Handshaw, 1917 : JOB LOT OF ALBUMS.

In 1895 Scott begun his series of RO FFAGCTIGE A
“Weekly News Letters” advertised as : oW de .
limited to one hundred copies. “A priv- EI‘\’ 15""'“” 1_]“” l:l””lt 5“‘" {{"m“ﬁ' and 1“ ‘:[3"‘1"""5-

ate and confidential communication to
the one hundred leading amateurs in
America.”  Sept. 23, 1895, to May 2,
1897, Nos. 1—84. A complete edi-

-

tion of these letters is very scarce. ON SATURDAY BEVENING, MAY 2%,
These letters are not only scarce but T

very valuable in 1][lmmn:tting the tl’(‘.lld Purtles who cnnnol attnd fhe Sals I oriss (o |‘||rl-ll|:|—-I|;|l|'_|-fll\!ll._yrJ-xl-utllll\l-::p!‘li:
of Mr. Scott’s mind. g e R ey O i HITER R R

Many prophecies of Mr. Scott  Front Page of World's First Auction Catalog
may be found here, some fulfilled and
some not fulfilled. Occasional mild digs at his contemporaries, especially the Scott
Stamp and Coin Co., always referred to as the “Calman’s”, a steady effort to push the
collection of plate numbers, valuable notes concerning auction prices, and, from an his-
torical point of view, notes on the development of the Collectors Club by members of
the New York Philatelic Society and others, and likewise illuminating insight into the
foolish rivalry between East and West in the A. P. S. The following extracts
are quoted :
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Sept. 2sth, 1805 (Letier No.o1)
Drar Sk

There are published at the present time about eight magazines supplving desirable informa-
tion to collectors but i we take in the papers of a lower grade their name is legion. A well
known collector ke voursell probably receives about five a day. Tt is impossible that a sentle-
man occupying vour position can have time to read this accumulation of matter, and yet there
may be many items of news or matters of weneral interest of which yvou would like to he in-
formed. To meet such cases we contemplate writing a weekly letter briefly giving the news of
the past week and ¢ ling attention to changes in prices, new discoveries, important stamps offered,
auction announcements, &c. The letter will be limited to one hundred copies and will be sent
to that number o our patrons in recognition of past favors and we shall feel honored by vour
allowing your name to be included in the hundred.

October oth, 1805 (No. 3)

A Tast word about this letter: several gentlemen have asked for a bill for yearly subscription
to thic sheet. Not having the honor to belong to the legal profession we cannot make any
charge for writing a friendly, gossipy letter to the philatelic “one hundred” of America who have
at various times favored us with their patronage. It will be confined strictly to the hundred and
cannot be supplied to others at any price.

A well known city collector walked into the J. W. Scott Co.'s store the other day and
announced that he was a “speculator”; for, said he, “Collectors buy by the sheet, speculators buy
three or four, and dealers have none at all” This neat little apothegm tersely states a fact;
every good stamp is t.lken up by collectors as soon as it is received, the practical result being
that “dealers have none.” By the way, there is another class of dealers -pnn“m“ up literally
as well as figuratively. They travel all over the country and spring on gentlemen in the seclusion
of their homes and by persuasion make sales of stamps that the buyer would never call for if
feft to his own good judgment; let us trust they will not develop into the class that have in-
vaded France as described in the last M. P. The rage for U. S. plate numbers is still increasing
and we hear more frequent demands for these than for more legitimate objects of the amateur's
search. The J. W. Scott Co. have lately discovered a strip of three e U. S, 1887 imperf. used
on part of the original. The plate number catalogue will be ready in a day or two and as it
will probably be imperfect a revised edition will be issued during the meonth and sent free to
purtlnaers. of first edition. Of course the Company cannot furnish more than a quarter of the
varieties listed but they will make exchanges and thus help all to complete their sets.

“1 never review catalogues of other dealers with the exception of Moens, which, as a price
catalogue, is of no use to any one. It is very much against my interest to let the public know
the prices of all varieties like are priced in yvour books, and I think it is very much against
vour own to price them. You are giving away all yvour special knowledge, a thing which is
most injudicious. IT T priced everything in my catalogue, T should not be able to lmj{ anything
cheap, and T am very much against it or letting collectors know of catalozues where all these
things are priced.” (Quotation from an English dealer.) )

The Calmans are kindly offering to supply “advance sheets” of their catalogue at $35;
should the sheets in question contain any matter of use to collectors we shall not fail to furnish
it as soon as the “advance sheets” are written,

November 614, 1803.

We shall have to change the old adage and make it “once a philatelist, alwavs a philatelist,”
for it seems that any person of mature vears who has ever seriously collected stamps will con-
tinue to do so until failing sight or the infirmities of old age compels the abandonment of the
most fascinating pursuit of the present century, We are impelled to these thoughts by the
return of old time faces to the auction rooms: two gentlemen who sold out their collections
at a very large profit over cost have lately commenced refilling their abandoned albums and bid
fair to become large buyvers in the near future, The sight of these gentlemen recalls o mind
a prophecy 1 made about 1870 when in a magazine article T stated that I should live to see
stamps sell at auction for St,o00 each. That day has long passed and 1 feel like saving that
1 shall live to see them sell at $3,00c each. but T will say that some of the recipients of this
letter will pay that amount for a single stamp hefore they give up collecting.  Another wealthy
man has started a collection; so far his purchases have been made through an agent and he
prefers to remain incog., but T presume as the pleasure of accumulation increases he will com-
mr-nlr.e to make purchases direct. His present intention is to secure the best collection in the
world,

Dee. 4th, 1805.

“Intellect is the gift of God, but the biggest fool in the country can be punctual if he wants,
Talking of brains brings to mind the 2oc St. Louis: but one collector in the U. 5. had the ability
to reason out the genuineness of this stamp and he invested against the advice of a number of in-
terestedd dealers. He knew he was right and has since been amply vindicated, while others who
miszed the chance to acquire a rara avis at a low price have since been kicking themselves.
An English critic told the truth when he said that “American collectors placed too little reliance
on their own judgment.”
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Dec. 11th, 1803.

The J. W. Scott Co., Ltd.,, are preparing for a new departure in the dealing line; on and
aiter the first of January, they will issue a certificate of genuineness with every valuable stamp
sold; this certificate will contain a photograph of the stamp which will be kept in duplicate on
counterfoil, the stamp alo will be numbered, =0 that a lezal record can easily be established
for every stamp, while the certificate will certainly be of ereat advantage should the buyer
desire to re-sell. They will also attach a surrender value at which the stamps can be returned
to them at any time,

Dec. 25th, 1805,

There has been a general complaint among large dealers of the absence of all small trade, but
the trade is in the country, only it has been diverted to other channels. Every school has its
boy traders and every town has one or more dealers in stamps, while nearly every bookseller
in the U. S, is selling stamps on commission for one or more of the larger houses. Do not he
alarmed, gentlemen, the love for stamps is not dying out. The J. W. Scott Co., Ltd., have sold
enough stamp albums this season to give the “fever” to the larzest citv in the world.

Jan. 151, 1806.

U. S. Locals will greatly appreciate in the near future: they certainly are the most inter-
esting of all stamps and should strongly appeal to the specialist in U. S.; they are incomparably
rarer than the rarest of the government issues: stamps of which but three or four specimens only
are known, sell at from $1oo down, such stamps will be selling at many hundreds, if not thou-
sands, inside of ten vears. :

Jan. 81l 1806,

Plate numbers are booming along and will doubtless prove the best investment in sight and
at present are within the means of everv one. =S

The American Society for Suppression of Vice (I mean Speculative Stamps), acting on my
sugeestion in the Mefropolitan Philatelist for September has achieved a great victory by its circu-
lar to the South American countries, The government of Ecuador having issued a decree declaring
its contract with Mr. Etheridge (which was transferred to the Hamilton Bank Note Co.), void
in consideration of the disrepute into which it had brought the postal administration of that
country and authorized a nmew contract to be made with some other firm of engravers. The
full particulars and translations will be published in the next number of the Maoiropolitan
Philatelist. 1t will doubtless have the effect of inciting the Society to renewed exertions and we
trust chortly to see itz Portuguese letter zent out. This action of the government of Ecuador
should at once start a boom in the stamps of that country if only to show that collectors appreciate
the action of its officials.

January 1540, 1806,

Considerable attention is now being civen to the [ormation of Philatelic lihraries and 1 ven-
ture to predict that in the future enormous prices will be paid for rare works having any merit;
already very large figures are realized for the better class of old magazines, two different volumes
of the old series of American Jowrna! of Philately are a ready sale at %235 each and a soiled
unbound volume of the American Stamp Mercury rvezlized $o at our last sale. Priced Auction
catalogues are of very great interest and should command the very highest prices, there are
probably only two complete files in the world and these are owned by two gentlemen who have
scarcely missed a sale since T inaugurated the auction business some quarter of a cenfury ago.
Complete libraries of all stamp publications are probably possessed by only two, Messrs.
Tiffany and Deats, and future generations will be much indebted to these two gentlemen for
their painstaking work. Their libraries have cost much money but they could doubtless he sald
at an enormous profit.

February 12th, 1806,

To-morrow the ‘o6 edition of the J. W. Scott Co., Ltd., catalogue will he published. The
interest in this to vou is somewhat remote because it does not catalogue many of the stamps in
which vou are interested, nevertheless 1 am of the opinion that it will ultimately be of great
importance in adding to the value of vour collection. The above firm was the first to issue a
complete priced catalogue, which included watermarks and perforations. Of course this was
copied by businesz opponents, and the rivalry this instituted has deveioped a catalozue which
is difficult for the uninitiated to comprehend, and has had the effect of driving many collectors
from the pursuit and deterring a much greater number from entering into the pleasant fields
of philately. [If this were to continue it is evident that stamp collecting would come to a stop
and wvalues drop, a result equally dizastrous to advanced collectors and dealers, To counteract
this tendency, our publishers have determined to go back to their original starling point and
issue a catalogue clearly illustrating and deseribing oll types of eneraving, but taking no notice
of watermarks or the sizes of perforations, A= usual, all dealers were invited to share the ad-
vantages of the new departure and it is simply wonderful t note with what unanimity they
availed themselves of the offer, fully eighty-five per cent. wrote congratulatory letters, expressing
the pleasure it gave them to find some one bold enough to stand up against the danger which is
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Dee. tith, 1803,

The J. W. Scott Co., Ltd., are preparing for a new departure in the dealing line; on and
after the first of January, they will issue a certificate of genuineness with every valuable stamp
sold; this certificate will contain a photograph of the stamp which will be kept in duplicate on
counterfoil, the stamp also will be numbered, so that a legal record can easily be established
for every stamp, while the certificate will certainly be of great advantage should the buyer
desire to re-sell. Thev will also attach a surrender value at which the stamps can be returned
to them at any time.

Dec. 25th, 1803,

There has been a general complaint among large dealers of the absence of all small trade, but
the trade is in the country, only it has been diverted to other channels, Every school has its
hoy traders and every town has one or more dealers in stamps, while nearly every bookseller
in the U. S, is selling stamps on commission for one or more of the larger houses. Do not be
alarmed, gentlemen, the love for stamps iz not dving out. The J. W. Scott Co., Ltd., have sold
enongh stamp albums this season to zive the “fever” to the largest city in the world.

Jan. 151, 1806,

U. 5. Locals will greatly appreciate n the near [uture; they cellainiv are the most inter-
esting of all stamps and should strongly appeal to the specialist in U, 5.5 they are 111cumpdral:l\'
rarer than the rarest of the wovernment issues: stamps of which but three or four specimens only
are known, sell at from $roo down, such stamps will be selling at many hundreds, if not thou-
sands, inside of ten vears. .

Jan. 84, 1806,

Plate numbers are booming along and will doubtless prove the best investment in sight and
at present are within the means of every one. . .

The American Society for Hupprc%k]un of Vice (T mean Speculative Stamps), acting on my
sugzestion in the Metropolitan Philatelist for September has achieved a great victory by its circu-
lar to the South American countries. The government of Ecuador having issued a decree declaring
its contract with Mr. Etheridze (which was transferred to the Hamilton Bank Note Co.), void
in consideration of the disrepute into which it had brought the postal administration of that
country and authorized a new contract to be made with zome other firm of engravers. The
full particulars and translations will be published in the next number of the Mwtropolitan
Philatelist. Tt will doubtless have the effect of inciting the Society to renewed exertions and we
trust chortly to see its Portuguesze letter sent out. This action of the zovernment of Ecuador
should at once start a hoom in the stamps of that country if only to show that collectors appreciate
the action of its officials,

January 15th, 1806.

Considerable attention is now being given to the formation of Philatelic libraries and T ven-
ture to predict that in the future enormous prices will be paid for rare works having any merit;
already very large figures are realized for the better class of old magazines, two different volumes
of the old series of American Jowrnal of Philately are a ready sale at $25 each and a soiled
unbound volume of the American Stamp Mercurv rezlized $o at our last sale. Priced Auction
catalogues are of very great interest and should command the very highest prices, there are
probably only two complete files in the world and these are owned hy two gentlemen who have
scarcely missed a sale since T inaugurated the auction business some quarter of a century ago.
Complete libraries of all stamp publications are probably possessed by only two, Messrs
Tiffany and Deats, and future generations will be much indebted to these two gentlemen for
their painstaking work, Their libraries have cost much money but they could doubtless be sold
at an enormous profit,

February 128}, 1806,

To-mortow the ‘o6 edition of the J. W. Scott Co., Ltd, catalogzue will he published. The
interest in this to vou is somewhat remote because it does not catalogue many of the stamps in
which vou are interested, nevertheless 1 am of the opinion that it will ultimately be of great
importance in adding to the value of your collection. The above firm was the first o issue a
-.omplcn» priced catalogue, which included watermarks and perforations. Of course this was
copi ied by business opponents, and the rivaley this instituted has deveioped o catalogue which
is difficult for the uninitiated 1o comprehend, and has had the effect of driving many collectors
from the pursuit and deterring a much greater number from entering into the pleasant fields
of philately. 1f this were to continue it is evident that stamp collecting would come to a stop
and values drop, a result equally dizastrous to advanced collectors and dealers. To counteract
this tendency, our publishers have determined to go back to their original starting point and
issue a catalogue clearly illustrating and describing all types of engraving, but taking no notice
of watermarks or the sizes of perforations. As uvsual, all dealers were invited to share the ad-
vantages of the new departure and it is simply wonderful to note with what unanimity they
availed themselves of the offer, fully eighty-five per cent. wrote congratulatory letters, expressing
the pleasure it gave them to find some one bold enough to stand up against the danger which is
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admitted by all. Fifteen thousand catalogues were sold wholesale to stamp dealers before the
work was printed and other orders had to be refused or the J. W. Scott Co., Ltd.,, would have
been left without copies to supply their own trade.

Years ago advanced collectors used to derive great pleasure in going round among the
dealers and picking up rare varieties of watermarks, perforations, etc, thus stimulating trade
and amusing themselves, but when every slight variety was taken advantaze of to increase the
price, the place of the amateur was taken by the speculator, who now in a great measure controls
the field, to the detriment, if not positive danger, of all.

March 181, 18006,

T have frequently been asked what is the best way to commence a collection. To this T
invariably reply, how much do vou calculate to spend? It is a pity that money considerations
have to enter into every pleasure, bul o it is, and we shall always do well to think of the old
English proverb and “cut our coats according to our cloth.”  Leaving out the boy class, who
will not see this letter, there remains two others: the first, with unlimited means, is easily
answered, Buy every slamp possible in entire sheets; it will form an unequalled collection, will
enormously appreciate in value and prove the best investment possible. T challenge capitalists, the
world over, to name a better investment than high grade stamps have proved in the past. To
the other class 1 say, first decide which vou propose to collect, used or unused (and stick to it),
then get one of our publisher’s prepared albums, or a blank hook if vou prefer it, then vou can
take the new catalogue along for a guide and get one of every stamp, up to as high a price as
vou care to go. Take no heed of watermarks or varieties of perforations, but fill the hook.
Tf vou can get a rare watermark as cheap as a common one, take it, but don’t buy two specimens
of the same engraving until the book is full, or you have reached the limit of the amount vou
propose to pay for a stamp. Now if your interest continues, which it certainly will if you have
been guided by these rules in collecting, you will have formed preferences for certain countries.
Take out the stamps of vour favorite and rearrange the country in a small blank album, leaving
spaces for every possible varlety of perforation, watermark, shade, postmarks, together with
pairs and blocks. On this country vou can work for months or years, make discoveries and become
the possessor of varieties owned by no other man, while yvou will still have a fine general collec-
tion, growing in value day by day, a constant pleasure for vourseli and a delight for all your
intellectual friends, collectors or otherwise, The special collection can be reserved for amateurs
who can appreciate it.

Such a collection is within the means of all; five dollars per week will supply it in time and
any amount of money can be spent on it, but if there iz one thing more than any other that I
wish to warn collectors against, it is spending more money than they can well spare on their
collections. Tt is an investment, and, as I have said before, the best in the world, but directly
a man commences to stinl himself to invest monev, he becomes a miser and loses the greater
part of the pleasures of life.

March 25th, 1806.

As a pointer, would advise the purchase, whenever possible, of unsevered pairs, blocks, etc.;
there is an ever increasing demand for such specimens and a corresponding dearth of stock to

supply it with. T may add. that everything tends to show that the ultimate goal of the advanced
collector will be entire sheets,

April 8th, 1806,

As an instance of the solid ground on which the highest class of stamps stand we may
mention that when the 2c rose British Guiana sold in the Fred, de Coppet auction at one thou-
sand and ten dollars (the highest price at that time ever paid at auction for a single stamp),
many collectors thought that the buver would never see his monev back, vet within three months
he was offered an advance of five hundred dollars for his purchase. Again, Sterling finally sold
his New Haven envelope for two thousand dollars, an unheard of price at that time, but we will
give three thousand dollars for it or a duplicate, The 2oc 5t. Louis stamp, now that a number
are known, will =ell for half as much again as when it was unique. The newly discovered
toc Baltimore is reported to have sold for four thousand five hundred dollars. The first sc dis-
covered sold for ten dollars, and so with the Bratleboro: 1 sold the first specimen for ten, and
the last for seven hundred dollars both en the original, and doubtless the last buyer can make
a profit on his purchase to-day.

April 22d, 1806.

Last night also was burdened with a stamp auction conducted by the firm which was so hap-
pily termed the pseudo Scott by that erstwhile indefatizable collector C. B. Corwin. There are
two sides to every question, The sale of the 4th was a joy to the seller while last night's
auction was a pleasure to the buyers, however, we presume that outside of regular catalogue
sales both sides cannot be suited; for humuan eature i= still the same as when the old couplet was
written

“The smartest thing for any man
Is to get from others all he can,
But the meanest thing a man can do
Iz to make his gains from me or you.”
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April 22d, 1806,

The demand for proofs, specimens and essays is greatly on the increase, for while the large
extent and great cost of a complete collection of stamps has compelled many to confine their
attention to the issues of one country, it has also had the effect of inducing the true stamp
lover to thoroughly exploit his chosen field, commencing with copies of all the essays submitted,
proofs of the chosen design in all the different colors, with specimens of the accepted stamp
in all its varieties, from die to plate and from first impressions to worn plates. The latter state,
_b_v the way, is clearly indicated by the present printers of our own stamps. Heretofore, a poor
impression was hard to distinguish from a print from a poor plate. The Bureau of Engraving
and Printing have a practice of making the printer stamp his initials on the plate given into his
care; when, as in the case of one and two cents stamps, he prints until the plate is sufficiently worn
to be discarded this is unnecessary, but when only a few thousand impreszsions are ordered to be
worked off at a time, a plate, in the course of its period of usefulness, may have passed through
the hands of a number of different printers. Take, for instance, the ton row of the ten cents
Special Delivery; the first print will show in the upper left margin the initials of one man, that
on the strip before us being G, C. On a sheet just received from the post office, we find that
it has been in the hands of thirteen different men, alternating with each other, which would indi-
cate =0 many different workings, clearly showing the life of the plate. I should not be sur-
prised to find that in the future not only will plate numbers be collected, but each different work-
ing from the same plate, as indicated by the workman’s initials.

Max 6th, 1806.

A refreshing incident happened to-dayv; a new collector sending a specimen of the Dan-
ville envelope, for which, he hoped our publishers would kindly send him the Metropolitan for one
vear, I need scarcely say that he got the M. P. and the full value of the stamp as well. This
carries me back to old times, when I used to purchase Baton Rouge stamps for 25¢ and a Brattle-
boro for %2, In the good old davs, the percentage was large but the profits small. It cost just
as much to run the business as it does now, and on the Brattleboro there was only 38 profit and
54.75 on the Baton Rouge, while at the present day 1o per cent, on the Brattleboro would be
fifty or sixty dollars, and 25 per cent. on the Confederate, twelve dollars, which are abour the
profitz sellers allow us when they have desirable stamps to dispose of.

Mav 13th, 13006

Some of my friends, the enemy, are beginning to think that something must be done to
keep up the interest of boy collectors and propose to issue a joint stock philatelic paper at a
probable loss of several thousand dollars per year, which will enable the company to distribute
the paper recularly in every school in the United States; give the paper away and give the
bovs a bonus in the shape of a packet of stamps for taking it T am willing to do my share
and strive to make it a success, It has been my policy for the last thirty-five vears to spend
laree sums in miscellaneous outside advertising, which, although not bringing the slightest im-
mediate returns, has rebounded to the wellare of philately,

THE BEGINNING OF THE COLLECTORS CLUB

Mavy 20th, 1806.

News.  The Philatelic Society, New York, held their regular monthly meeting Monday evening
last. and considered the subject of new quarters. Tt was proposed to rent a private residence in
some central locality in the city and turn it into a regular Philatelic Club House, devoting the
double parlors to auctions and large meetings; the second floor fromt, for regular meetings of the
Society; the back room for a general parlor and reception room; while the upper floors could
be furnished as bed rooms for the benefit of out-of-town members desirous of spending a few days
in the citv; while the basement floor could be fitted up as a billiard room. Tt is thought that
these conveniences would make it a very attractive resort for both city and country members. A
committee, consisting of Messrs. Herrick, Andreini and vour correspondent, was appointed to
see what could be done in this line. T shall be very pleased to hear from any interested in the
mitter.

June 1oth, 1806,

Stamp collecting had become pretty well established before it ever appeared in the daily
papers; now we can scarcely fake up a leading daily without seeing some reference to Philately.
New issues are chronicled and designs criticised, while the law courts cases give employment to
reporters, Philatelic larceny, shoplifting and burglary have succeeded libels, piracy and in-
fringements, then we have had hirths, deaths, marriages and divorces, but now alas, the
whole is blighted by a murder committed to obtain possession of stamps. T am thankful to say
that it did not occur in this country; but a crime is as much to be deplored if perpetrated in
France as if it occurred in our own happy land; may it be long before a similar case has to be
chronicled.

Julv ad, 1806.
Fireworks have commenced to crack around me, bringing to mind the days of twenty years
aze when I used to purchase numbers of small collections at this time of the vear that the
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proceeds might be sent up in smoke to demonstrate the patriotism of the vender. Collections
have now become too valuable to be exchanged for fireworks but the boys sell to put the pro-
ceeds into a bicyele. Fireworks and bicyeles may come and go but stamp collecting will last out
the present era of civilization,

July 11th, 1806,

Twenty-five years ago [ had a sign in the store reading as follows: “Qt:mlp Collecting is a
science en}..aﬂed in by old and young, rich and poor, prince and peasant,” with a few more
lines extolling its benefits to all who devoted themselves to this elevating pastime. It has just
occurred to me that the princes are driving out the peasants, the rich the poor, for prices are
advancing at such a rate that a man must have a long purse to collect solely for pleasure. This
accounts for the large speculative interest, as many would have to drop their collections for
lack of means were it not considered in the lizht of a desirable investment which enables a man
of maderate means to invest his savings in such a manner that he derives constant amusement and
profitable employment in the management of his savings. Stll T much regret the excluding
of the boy from a pastime at once intellecrual and better calculated to keep him away from bad
company than any other pursuit I have ever seen boys engaged in, 1 propose to devote con-
siderable time to showing how an interesting and profitable collection complete in the lines laid
down can be amassed by a boy with a very moderate allowance of pocket moneyv.

July 1844, 1800,

In the course of a speech at the annual dinner of the London Philatelic Society Mr, M. P.
Castle =stated that the stamp fraternity might be classified on zoological lines into birds, beasts,
fishes and reptiles,  The hirds being collectors pure and simple who filled their albums for the
love of the pursuit and above all sordid considerations; the fishes were the collectors who bought
and =old, picked up bargains and belonged to eschange clubs, ete,; the beasts were the dealers
who prev on the birds and fishes when they can catch them; while the reptiles were the specula-
tors wha neither toilerd nor spun, but only held in® barns waiting for a rise. The aptness of the
illustration is acknowledged by all and has been widely quoted. 1 may add that from general
appearanees this must be the cretacious age, as reptiles are very plentiful and birds seldom seen.

Arowst 1at, 1806,

. As the auction seazon will soon be opening a1 few words on the subject may not be
ou' of place, more especially as some ugly rumors in regard to the way some of our contemporaries
huve conducted sales entrusted to their care have been circulated, while other dealers who have
never even risen to the place where they might reazonably expect to get the =ale of a collection are
continually decrving auction sales as being one of the chief causes of the depression of the
ctamp business and fervently hoping that there will not be many sales this season. 1 established
the custom of selling stamps at auction, not to benefit my own trade but for the security of col-
lestors and to convince them that their property had a value, and demonztrated to their sat-
isfrction that they could alwavs dispose of valuable stamps without taking them to a dealer and
accepting any price he might feel inclined to offer. 1t took many vears” work to get this fact
firmly established, but 1 succeeded at last and now stamp collecting without auctions would be
like a performance of Hamlet with the part of the melancholy prince left out. The English were
even slower than our own people to take to auctions although 1 went to considerable expense in
selling o collection in London to give them ocular prool of its benefits as an adjunct to high
urade collecting, however, after several vears deliberatior they caught on and have been run-
ning at high pressure ever since,

Aaegust 8th, 1806,

It i= hot; in fact I think T mizht be pardoned if 1 repeated Mr. Beecher's opening zentence
in hiz celebrated sermon, hut I have not the ability o turn it off as cleverly as he did, so we
will have to let it go at that. Another sin i= in my heart. T am envying the man my Providence
friend writes me of who i3 wandering among the coast towns of New England swept by ocean
Lircezes), picking up rare stamps such as first Sundwich Islands, etc, One philatelic wanderer
learned that a boy had one of these stamps in his possession, sought him out and (purchased, T
wis going to sav), got it from him for 73¢ and then turned it over for $125. In consideration of
hoving made a trifle more than his usual ]mmt-‘ he sent the boy %3 more. That is where he
mide his mistake for such prmLeI\ gencrosity caused inguiries to be instiruted and now trouble
iz brewing. This puts me in mind of a case which occurred two vears ago in Nova Scotia; a
voung man showed me a very good old coliection containing all the British N. A. shilling stamps
which he informed me had been made by a lady thirty vears before. Having lost interest she
had given the collection to her nephew, a boy of ten, from whom my informant had pur—— =zot
the book, but 1 must continue the story in his own woerds.  “After finding out where the boy got
the collection I asked him how much he would take for it. He said T rould have it for half
a dollar but 1 did not want to take advantage of the kild so T gave him a dollar.” It seems a
waste of a good story to tell this in a typewritten letter, for it requires italics and various points
not belonging to the machine,

The A. P. A, Convention opens on Tuesday; T shall not be there. Mr, Gremmel is as far
a2 T know the only member from the East who will attend, but T presume this is one more than
was wanted or expecterd as the meeting was purposely put in an out-of-the-wav corner; I have
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turned my proxies over to him and they will be used for the best interests of the Association.
l_ am in favor of doing away with cumulative voting but while this law is in force it would be
ridiculous to vote for nine different directors. The best way to fight fire is with fire, so I turned
in some hundreds of votes for Mr. Olney.

Awgust 204, 1806,

The New York Club project has one week more of grace. The Committee issued a circular
to subscribers a week ago reporting what they had done, and stating that if the Club was to be
established it must be by the individual efforts of the subscribers. It is not a guestion of money;
it that were the only difficulty the Committee would willingly subscribe the lacking amount
amongst themselves, but they recognize that to be a success it is essential that there be one
hundred charter members to start with. At the dawn of civilization, many thousands of vears
acgo, it was clearly seen that strength consisted in union, and however weak the individual
fraction, if united in sufficient numbers, anything could be accomplished. The Club will un-
doubtedly be a pleasant place for New Yorkers but the real benefits will rest with the dwellers
in far off cities who will thus procure a house in New York at small expense, and when, in the
usual order of things, their collection comes 1o the auction room the difference in money value
between having their collection sold amongst strangers, or in their city house where they are
known and appreciated, can not be measured by a $25 output. The French “noblesse oblige” can
be applied with equal truth and force to the wealthy owners’ princely collections.

October 1oth, 1806,

Now that the value of a stamp collection is more fully known in the community it behooves
gentlemen to take better care of their treasures than was formerly necessary. This is forced on
us by the numerous cases of robberies which we see reported. Tt is also necessary for dealers
to be on their guard in buying collections which may turn out to be stolen property. T had the
satistaction of purchasing a collection which it waz claimed had been stolen by the owner’s
brother and then invited to return it to the owner which T did at a loss of $330 and no chance
to prosecute the thief. This scheme could be worked on any dealer, but as this letter is not seen
by dealers it is useless to warn them here.

October 24t 1806,

The Collectors Club will be formally openerd on Wednesday evening next, a notice to that
effect having been zent out by the Secretary, Refreshments will be served and members are
requested to bring their friends. Tt iz expected that every notable stamp collector in New York
City and wvicinity will be present and several members from a distance have signified their in-
tention to attend.

Octobyr 31st, 1800.

I am not marching in the sound money parade or I could not be writing this letter to you,
moreover there must be a few left to stand on the sidewalks or vell from the windows or the
marching myriads would think they were travelling through a churchyvard; by the way there was
nothing of the churchvard about the opening of the Club. The collectors turned out in their
micht, some came in and Inoked round, others remained all evening, and others nearly all morn-
ing too, anyway there was no fun in remaining after daylight. The gathering was representative,
collectors big and little; dealers, old and young, and by the way, several hundred dollars changed
hands in a quiet way to mutual advantage of buyers and sellers, but that was not what they
were there for, they came to get acquainted and they did it with a vengeance; the handshaking
must have left some tired muscles, and the talking, well, they were heard. The music alcove was
neclected, but the billiard room made up for it. The supper was excellent in every detail and
was enjoyved by all. The liquids were good stayers for they outlasted the suests and the way they
were drank should prove a good auzury of the prosperity of the club, they commenced with beer
and finizhed with Pommeroy Sec. The Club commences with one hundred members and should
finish with a thousand; bur the number iz limited to two hundred, and at the rate applicants
for membership are coming in the limit will soon be reached. Ten per week will soon fill the
Ist, It would he useless to name the city members who were there but a list of thoze whe trav-
elledd far to be at the opening would not be out of place. T noticed, among others, Batchelder
and Brown, of Boston; Townsend, of Washington; Deats, of Flemington; Rice, of Trenton; Brown.
of Kevport: Needham. of Hamilton, Canada. ete.

Japvary 2d, 1807.

The Club meeting of the 28th was all that could he desired in the way of a Christmas or New
Year celebration. A tastefully adorned Xmas tree enlivened one end of the large assembly room
while hollv and wvarious other evergreens embowered the remainder; friend Luff will certainly
make his mark as a decorator when the business fails. Descending to the billiard room guests
were met with a motto appropriate to those who enter the lower regions. The presents were
selected with great judgment, care being taken that all the leading members secured what they
did not want. Those supposed to have a liking for the bottle got one—empty of course—while
teetotalers’ bottles were flled with brandy, and vet. we did not learn of any exchanges being
made, Non-smokers got presents of cigars and tobacco while those who indulged in the weed
receiverd a box from which a choice brand of cigars had been carefully extracted. Your humble



140 COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST

servant secured a choice selection of vegetables. The presents that were distributed by lot were of
a more useful order, consisting of ink-stands and other small objects calculated to be kept as a
permanent reminder of the occasion.

January oth, 1807.

Auction sales will prove of even greater benefit to the collector than ever before, there being
a movement on foot by some dealers to agree not to purchase at auction. This is done with the
hepe of limiting the number of sales, which are cutting deeply into the average dealer’s profits,
Perhaps the truest dictum of political economy is that combinations for the restraint of commerce
are futile, and certainly the combination of short sighted dealers to compel amateurs to purchase
their wares, will come to naught and collectors will reap the full benefit of auction sales. This
is a subject on which T may be pardoned if 1 think I am competent to speak, as I sold the first
stamp ever put up at auction and was the first to introduce the stamp auction in England. My
purpose in establishing auction sales was to give stability to the stamp business. [ never cal-
culated that it would benefit me or any other directly; quite the reverse. My object was to
show collectors and the world at large that stamps had a =aleable value and that after a man
had accumulated a valuable collection he could place his album in the hands of the auctioneer
and rely upon his fellow collectors to buy his stamps at a fair price, instead of being compelled
to take his treasures to a dealer and accept whatever sum might be offered. 1 can truthfully
sayv that during my thirty-five vears’ career as a dealer I have alwayvs acted for the hest interests
of my customers and whar iz more I have never had occasion to regret it.

February 13th, 1807,

By the way, did it ever strike vou as strange that so many dealers have to be continually
telling vou how honest they are? Shakespeare says, “Good wine needs no bush.” Perhaps they
doubt vour ability to find it out by wvourself. 1 can at least testify that much for my most
unscrupulous opponents that they have got too much sense to resort to this practice which is so
coiamon among =small dealers,

May 151, 1807.

Perhaps there is no guestion connected with stamps more difficult for the ordinary collector
to understand than to determine what constitutes a bargain, and certainly more collectors are, to
use a vulgar expression, “stuck” with bargains than with any other stamps they bhuy. Catalogues,
even with the best intentinns of the compilers, are not infallible, therefore it is guite possible to
buy stamps at “half catalogue” and still make a bad investment, while other stamps bought at
double lst price may be zenuine bargains. The only way to achieve a wvaluable collection is to
fill vour album with stamps that are extremely difficult to duplicate. You may buy stamps at
present “no one wants” and therefore are not marked high, but you may be sure that in time
thev will certainly increase enormously in price. The value of a stamp is frequently no criterion
of it= rarity. There are plenty of $30 or $1oo stamps which can be bought by the dozen, while
other stamps quoted as low as 10 cents for which you would have to scour the entire country
to secure a dozen copies.

Perhaps no living collector better understands what constitutes a barzain than Mr. F. W,
Ayer. He made it a rule to let no really scarce stamp escape him; price was no object, but
every rarity in the market had to go to Bangor. These things could not be had for nothing,
in fact the man who got them usually secured them because the dealers knew that he would
pay more than any other man. Tt made collecting expensive, but what is the result, when the
owner concluded to sell he had the princes of the earth competing for the gems of hiz collection.
To =€l an ordinary collection the owner has to do the hustling, to sell gems it is only necessary
to state that vou might be inclined to receive offers and you will be besiezed by buvers from
far and near. The dealer who secures it does so for the credit and advertisement in the transac-
tion. The direct profit is very small, for the seller has got all there is in it
Maveh 13th, 1805,

The Club iz booming. Ewvery distinguished collector from any part of the country makes a
Lee line for 351 Fourth avenue on arriving in the city. It is only a question of a few wyears
when the “Collectors” will be seeking a new house and vying with the older social orzanizations
in the =plendor of its opportunities.

In November, 1916, twenty-seven years later, Mr. Scott again sold his stock
and interest to J. E. 'Handshaw and at 36 John street the J. W. Scott Co., Limited,
still progresses.

Of the many comments this retirement of Mr. Scott as a stamp dealer occasioned,
we quote the following editorial from Mekeel's Weekly Stamp Neivs, November 25th,
1916:

“The retirement from the stamp business of Mr. J. W. Scott after a singularly long and
honorable career, has furnished the theme for many a commentator in the stamp papers
from coast to coast, not to say the world, There is no discordant note in the chorus of praise

bestowed upon Mr. Scott for the good influence that he has exerted on philately from the
heginning.  Our word of appreciation was duly recorded but what we wish to say now
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is that it devolves upon Mr. Scott to write his memoirs, as they would span philately from
itz founding to the present day. We should say that no story could be of so engrossing
interest as Mr. Scott’s recital of stamp collecting from the date of its origin to its present
estate. For many years Mr., Scott was the most outstanding ficure in philately and so
thoroughly was he a part of the pursuit that any history of philately would be incomplete
without the story of his stamp life. We hope that Mr. Scott will put pen to paper for the
benefit of the present generation of collectors and of those who are to come. He is the
one man to whom traditions of the past are as familiar as the forms of to-day.”

On March 13th, 1897, Mr. Scott began in addition his series “Jokn FE. Scott's
Junior Weekly Letter”, (Nos. 1-3), afterward continued as John . Scott’s W oeekly
Bulletin (Nos. 6-23), the last appearing November 13th, 1897. The first page of the
first of these containing his own statement of his early interest in stamps is illustrated
in full.

The foregoing quotations illustrate the general character of nearlv all of Mr.
Scott's writings and compilations. His was essentially a one-man business and his
viewpoint was the result of experience rather than of profound study. He was by
nature very positive in his opinions but he could change them. Personally acquainted
with practically all of the leading amateurs and professionals, he learned from them
to respect new ideas and ultimately adopted many of them. In his establishments
he worked practically alone save for a stenographer and much of his, in the aggre-
gate, immense correspondence was a matter of long-hand, He wrote Sundays and
holidays and when the sound money procession was filing by, and firecrackers re-
sounding in his ears. He was and meant to be the conscientious adviser of tens
of thousands of collectors.

In the earliest days of philately, even as today, the demand for certain stamps
far exceeded the supply and several governments, including our own, manufactured
reprints.  Many dealers here and abroad sold these reprints and in the case of those
of the United States their true status and ultimate value was not even imagined.

The early albums were often loaded with junk of this description and in par-
ticular with the so-called Hamburg locals and reprints of the United States Locals.

These last were, I believe, manufactured by Mr. Scott and advertised as space
fillers. "The Bogert & Durban Co. pursued a similar policy with the Providence
Postmaster Stamp. M. Seebeck became notorious in the Central American deal and
Mekeel in the realm of Mexico. Great injury was done the cause of philately by the
issue of these pot boilers. On the other hand Mr. Scott always advertised them as
reprints and at an early date guaranteed any stamp or coin sold by him as genuine.
His essential integrity was evidenced during the many vears that he served as treasurer
of the Collectors Club and he was also the treasurer of the funds raised for the ex-
hibition of 1913,

Mr. Scott was irritated, as many dealers are to this day, at the development
of the specialist. The space filler was more valuable to him professionally than
the seeker after watermarks, perforations, errors and retouches. He even advised
and furthered the filling of spaces with reprints to await the advent of the originals
that seldom materialized. He doubtless realized that no brain is comprehensive
enough to specialize everything and wisely “from his point of view at least” left
the coordination, organization, and research required along these lines largely to his
successors and later contemporaries. He had no intention of leaving his stock or any
portion of his business to a host of clerks organized like the Scott Stamp & Coin Co. or
developed as the Nassau. " It was difficult for him to organize and delegate special
service to others. On the other hand, his knowledge of stamps, his intimate ac-
quaintance with all the noted collectors of the last half century, his system of pricing
stamps in his carlier catalogs solely from the evidence afforded by his stock, his service
in establishing markets and establishing prices through auctions, his successful and often
unique advertising, and, more than this, his kindly sympathy and readiness to further
the interests of every philatelic organization: these are the elements that afford him
his title, cheerfully credited even by his enemies and contemporaries, “The Father
of American Philately”.

(To be followed by chapters entitled: Scott in Philatelic Literature; Seott in Philatelic Organizations;
Scott as an Auctioneer and  Scott anid  Philatelic Exhibitions.)



