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HISTORY OF THE JEWS.

BOOK X.

THE ASMONEANS.

Mattathias — Judas the Maccabee — Jonathan — Simon — John
Hyrcanus — Aristobulus 1. — Alexander Jannzus — Alexandra
— Aristobulus II. — Hyreanus 1I.

A this ecrisis Divine Providence interposed, not as for-
merly, with miraculous assistance, but by the instru-
mentality of human virtues: the lofty patriotism,
adventurous valour, daring and sagacious soldiership,
generous sclf-devotion, and inextinguishable zeal of
heroic men in the cause of their country and their God.
In Modin, a town on an cmincnce, commanding a view
of the sea, the exact site of which is unknown,* lived
Mattathias, a man of the priestly line of Joarib, himself
advanced in years, but with five sons in the prime of
life, Johanan, Simon, Judas, Eleazar, and Jonathan.
When Apelles, the officer of Antiochus, arrived at
Modin to enforce the execution of the edigh against the
Jewish religion, he made splendid offers to Mattathias
as & man of great influence, to induce him to submit to
the royal will. The old man not only rejected his
advances, but publicly proclaimed his resolution to live
and die in the faith of his fathers; and when an apos-

* It was on a height on the road from Jerusalem to Joppa: the Tale
mudists say not far from Lydda.
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2 MATTATHIAS, Book X.

tate Jew was about to offer sacrifice to the heathen
deity, in a transport of indignant zeal, Mattathias struck
him dead upon the altar. Mattathias then fell on the
king’s commissioner, put him to death, and summoned
all the citizens who were zealous for the Law to follow
him to the mountains.® Their numbers rapidly in-
creased ; but the Syrian troops having surprised 1000
in a cave, attacked them on the Sabbath day, and meet-~
ing with no resistance, slew them without mercy. From
thenceforth Mattathias and his followers determined to
break through this over-scrupulous observance of the
Sabbath, and to assert the legality of defensive warfare
on that day.

The insurgents conducted their revolt with equal
enterprise and discretion. For a time they lay hid in
the mountain fastnesses: and, as opportunity occurred,
poured down upon the towns; destroyed the heathen
altars; enforced circumcision; punished all apostates
who fell into their hands; recovered many copies of the
Law, which their enemies had wantonly defaced; and
re-established the synagogues for public worship; the
Temple being defiled, and in the possession of the
enemy. Their ranks were swelled with the zealots for
the Law, who were then called the Chasidim. For, im-
mediately after the rcturn from Babylonia, two sects
had divided the people: the Zadikim, the righteous,
who observed the written Law of Moses; and the more
austere and abstemious Chasidim, or the holy, who added
to the Law the traditions and observances of the fathers,
and professed a holiness beyond the letter of the cove-
nant. From the former sprang the Sadducees®and
Karaites of later times; from the latter, the Pharisees.

1 Mace.; 2 Mace, ; Joseph. Ant. xii, 6, 7. ¢ Summer, B.C, 166.



B.C. 166. JUDAS THE MACCABEE. ® 8

But the age of Mattathias was ill suited to this labo-
rious and enterprising warfare : having bequeathed the
command to Judas, the most valiant of his sons, he sank
under the weight of years and toil. So great already
was the terror of his name, that he was buried, without
disturbance on the part of the enemy, in his native city
of Modin.

If the youth of the new general added vigour and
enterprise to the cause, it lost nothing in prudence and
discretion. Judas unfolded the banner of the Macca-
bees, a name of which the derivation is uncertain. Some
assert that it was formed from the concluding letters of a
sentence in the eleventh verse of the fifteenth chapter of
Exodus, “ Mi Camo Ka Baalim Jehovah,” signifying, Whe
is like unto thee among the Gods, O Jehovah? Some, that
it was the banner of the tribe of Dan, which contained the
three last letters of the three names of Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob : others that it was the personal-appellation of
Judas, from a word signifying a hammer, like that of
Charles Martel, the hero of the Franks. Having tried
his soldiers by many gallant adventures, surprising
many cities, which he garrisoned and fortified, Judas de-
termined to meet the enemy in the field. Apollonius,
the governor of Samaria, first advanced against him,
and was totally defeated and slain. Judas took the
sword of his enemy as a trophy, and ever after used it
in battle. Seron, the deputy-governor of Ceelesyria, ad-
varfeed to revenge the defeat of Apollonius, but encoun-
tering the enemy in the strong pass of Beth-horon, met
with the same fate. The circumstances of the times
favoured the noble struggle of Judas and his followers
for independence. By his prodigal magnificence, both
in his pleasures and in his splendid donatives and offer-
ings, Antiochus had exhausted his finances. His eastern

B 2



4 * JUDAS THE MACCABEE. Book X.

provinces, Armenia and Persia, refused their tribute.
He therefore was constrained to divide his forces, march-
ing bimgelf into the East, and leaving Lysias, with.a
great army, to crush the insurrection in Judza. Tl}e rapid
progress of Judas had demanded immediate resistance.
Philip, the Syrian governor in Jerusalem, sent urgent
solicitations for relief. The vanguard of the Syrian
army, amounting to 20,000, under the command of
Nicanor and Gorgias, advanced rapidly into the pro-
vince : it was followed by the general in chief, Ptolemy
Macron ; their united forces forming an army of 40,000
foot and 7000 horse. In their train came a multitude
of slave merchants; for Nicanor had suggested the
policy of selling as many of the insurgents as they
could take, to discharge the arrears of tribute due to
the Romans? Judas assembled 6000 men at Mizpeh:
there they fasted and prayed; and the religious cere-
mony, performed in that unusual place, though of old
one of the sanctuaries of God, sadly reminded them of
the desolate state of the holy city, the profanation of
the sanctuary, the discontinuance of the sacrifices.®
But if sorrow subdued the tamer spirits, it infused loftier
indignation and nobler self-devotion into the valiant.!
Judas knew that his only hope, save in his God, was in
the enthusiastic zeal of his followers for the law of
Moses. In strict conformity to its injunctions, he issued
out through his little army the appointed proclamation,
that all who had married wives, built houses, or plahted

4 2 Mace, viii. 10. They were to < For it is better for us to die in
have 90 slaves for a talent: 11. battle, than to behold the calhmities

¢ 1 Mac. iii. 48 et seqq. of our people and our sanctuary.

A characteristic circumstance is here  Nevertheless as the will of God is it
noted, * and laid open the book of the heaven, so let him do.” 1 Mace. iii,
Law, wherein the heathen had sought to 59, 60. Compare 2 Mace, c. viii,
puaint the likeness of their images.” 48,



B.C. 165. VICTORIES OF JUDAS. ® 5

vineyards, or were fearful, should return to their homes.
His force dwindled to 3000 ill-armed men.t Yet
with this small band Judas advanced towards Emmaus,
where the enemy lay encamped. Intelligence reached
him, that Gorgias had been detached with 5000 chosen
foot and 1000 horse to surprise him by night. He
instantly formed the daring resolution of eluding the
attack by falling on the camp of the enemy. It was
morning before he arrived ; but, animating his men to
the onset, they rushed down, all their trumpets clanging,
upon the Syrians, who, after a feeble resistance, fled on
all sides, unto Gazera, and unto the plains of Idumea,
and Azotus, and Jamnia. Three thousand fell in battle.k
Judas was as wary as bold; his troops were as well-
disciplined as enterprising. He restrained them from
the plunder of the camp till the return of Gorgias with
the flower of the army, who came back weary with
seeking the Jewish insurgents among the mountains,
where they had hoped to surprise them. To their asto-
nishment they beheld their own camp a blaze of fire.
The contest was short but decisive: the Syrians fled
without striking a blow, and in their flight suffered
immense loss. The rich booty of the camp fell into the
hands of the Jews, “much gold and silver, and blue silk
and purple of the sea, and great riches.”! The Jews,
with just retribution, sold for slaves as many of the
slave-merchants as they could find. A due share of the
gpofl was given to the maimed, the widows, and the
orphans; the rest divided among the conquerors* The
nex{ day was the Sabbath, a day indeed of rest and
rejoicing.  But success only excited the honourable am-

& “Who nevertheless had neither L Verse 15,
armour nor swords to their minds.” ¥ Verse 23.
1 Mace. iv. 6. k 2 Macc. viii. 28.



6 * DESOLATE CONDITION OF JERUSALEM. Book X

bition of the Maccabee. Hearing that a great force was
assembling beyond the Jordan under Timotheus and
Bacchides, he crossed the river, and gained a great vic-
tory and a considerable supply of arms. Here two of
the chief oppressors of the Jews, Philarches and Cal-
listhenes, perished ; one in battle; the other burnt to
death in a house, where he had taken refuge. Nicanor
fled in the disguise of a slave to Antioch. So closed the
first triumphant campaign of the Maccabees.

The next year Lysias appeared in person, at the
head of 60,000 foot and 5000 horse, at Bethsura, a
little north of Hebron' towards the southern frontier of
Judea; having perhaps levied part of his men among
the Idumeans. This tribe now inhabited a district to
the west of their ancestors, the Edomites, having been
dispossessed of their former territory by the Nabathsean
Arabs. Judas met this formidable host with 10,000
men ; gained a decisive victory, and slew 5000 of the
enemy. Thus on all sides triumphant, Judas entered,
with his valiant confederates, the ruined and desolate
Jerusalem.™ They found shrubs grown to some height,
like the underwood of a forest, in the courts of the
Temple; every part of the sacred edifice had been pro-
faned ; the chambers of the priests were thrown down.
With wild lamentations and the sound of martial trum-
pets they mingled their prayers and praises to the God
of their fathers. Judas took the precaution to keep a
body of armed men on the watch against the Syrian
garrison in the citadel; and then proceeded to install
the most blameless of the priests in their office, to
repair the sacred edifice, to purify every part from tho
profanation of the heathen, to eonstruct a new altar, to

1 Mace. iv. 28-35, = 1 Mace, iv. 36-60.



B.C. 164. RE-ESTABLISHMENT OF JUDZEA. . 7

replace out of the booty all the sacred vessels, and at
length to celebrate the feast of Dedication—a period of
eight days—which ever after was held sacred in the
Jewish calendar.® It was the festival of the regeneration
of the people, which, but for the valour of the Macca-
bees, had almost lost its political existence.

The re-cstablishment of a powerful state in Judxa
was not beheld without jealousy by the neighbouring
tribes.° But Judas, having strongly fortified the Temple
on the side of the citadel, anticipated a powerful confe-
deracy which was forming against him, and carried his
victorious arms into the territories of the Idumeans and
Ammonites. Thus discomfited on every side, the Sy-
rians and their allics began to revenge themselves on
the Jews who were scattered in Galilee and the trans-
Jordanic provinces. Judas revenged a cruel stratagem
of the inhabitants of Joppa, who decoyed 200 Jews or
families on board their ships and threw them into the
sea. He made a descent and burned many houses on
the harbour, and many of their ships. In Jamnia the
same hostile measurcs were threatened. He fell ou
Jamnia, sct the town on fire, the blaze of which was
seen in Jerusalem.”? A great force from Tyre and Pto-
lemais advanced into the neighbouring country. Timo-
theus, son of a former gencral of the same name, laid
waste Gilead with great slaughter.®  Judas, by the gene-
ral consent of the people, divided his army into three
parts. 8000 men, under his own command, crossed the
Jordan into Gilead; 3000, under his brother Simon,

» Herzfeld observes that they would p. 271.
use no profaned fire for the lamps and © 1 Macc. v. 1. Compare 2 Mace,
lights which were henceforth to burn  x. 1-8, Joseph. Aut. xii. 7. 6.
in the Holy Place. According to 2 P 2 Macc. xii. 3. 9.
Macc. x. 3: “Striking stones, they 1 1 Mace, v. 3.
took fire out of them.”—Herzfeld, ii.



8 ¢ DEATH OF ANTIOCHUS. Book X.

marched into Galilee; the rest, under Joseph the son of
Zacharias, and Azarias, remained to defend the liberated
provinces; but with strict injunctions to make no .hos-
tile movement. The Maccabees, as usual, were irre-
sistible : city after city fell beforc Judas and Jonathan.®
At length, having subdued the whole country, Judas
found it prudent not to extend his kingdom to the
bounds of that of David, and with that view removed
all the Jews beyond the Jordan to the more defensible
province of Judxa. Simon was equally successful in
Galilee ; he drove the enemy before him to the gates of
Ptolemais. But the commanders who were left at home,
in direct violation of orders, undertook an ill-concerted en-
terprise against Jamnia, a sea-port. They were opposed by
Bacchides, the most skilful of the Syrian generals, and
met with a signal defeat®* The defeat was before long
revenged by the indefatigable Judas, but not without
loss. When they proceeded, after observing the Sabbath
in Adullam, to bury the dead, small idols were found in
the clothes even of some of priestly race. A sin-offering
was sent to Jerusalem, not only to atone for the guilt of
these men, but for the dead, in whose resurrection the
Maccabean Jews, no doubt the Chasidim, had full faith.t

In the mean time the great oppressor of the Jews,
Antiochus, had died in Persia. That his end was miser-
able, both the Jewish and Roman historians agree. He
had been repulsed in an assault on a rich and sump-
tuous temple in Persia, called by the Greeks ‘that

* ¢ Bosora (Bosra), and Bosor, and | hoped that they that were slain should
Alema, Casphor, Maked, and Carnaim, | have risen again, it had been super-
ell these cities are strong and great.” | fluous and vain to pray for the dead.”
—v. 26. v. 44, This is the earliest distinct

* 1 Mace, v, 55-61. assertion of the Jewish belief in the

* 2 Mace. xii. “For if-he had not resurrection,
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of Diana; perhaps the female Mithra or the moon.
Whether he had been incited by the desire of plunder,
or by his bigoted animosity against foreign religions,
does not appear ; but at the same time he received in-
telligence of the disastrous state of his affairs in Pales-
tine. Hastening homeward, he was seized with an
incurable disorder, in a small town among the moun-
tains of Paretacene. There, consumed in body by a
loathsome ulcer, afflicted in mind by horrible apparitions
and remorse of conscience, for his outrage on the Persian
temple, says Polybius—for his horrible barbarities and
sacrilege in Juda, assert the Hebrew writers—died the
most magnificent of the Syro-Macedonian monarchs.®
Lysias, who commanded in Syria, immediately set
a son of the deceased king, Antiochus Eupator,
upon the throne; Demetrius, the rightful heir, being
a hostage in Rome. The first measure of Lysias
was to attempt the subjugation of Judeea, where in
Jerusalem itself the garrison of the unsurrendered
fortress on Mount Sion joined to a strong party of

@ 1 Mace. vi. 1-16 ; 2 Mace. ix.; to be devoured of the fowls and wild

Joseph. Ant. xii. 9. 1; Polybius, xxxi,
11. Josephus is indignant with Poly-
bius for asciibing the death of Antio-
chus to the violation of the Temple of
Diana. The comparison of the simpler
pathos in the account of his death in
the first book of Maccabees with the
passinate and relentless exaggeration
of the account in the later second book
is an instructive illustration of the
growth of popular traditional history.
The dying speech of Antiochus in
his remorse (in the Second Macca-
bees) is very curious, “and as touch-
ing the Jews whom he had judged
not worthy so much as to be buried,
but to be cast out with their children

beasts, he would make them all equals
to the citizens of Athens: and the
holy Temple, which before he had
spoiled, he would garnish with goodly
gifts, and restore all the holy vessels,
with many more, and out of his own
revenue defray the charges belonging
to the sacrifices : yea and that also he
would become a Jew himself, and go
through all the world that was in-
habited, and declare the power of
God.” The other account is strange
enough, but more like the Greek, and
utterly irreconcileable with the fore-
gomng. It is simple and pathetic, and
therefore seemingly truthful. 1 Mace.
vi, 11, 18,



10 . CAPITULATION OF BETHSURA. Book X,

the apostate Jews anxiously awaited his approach.®
The royal army formed the siege of Bethsura, on the
Idumean frontier, not far from Hebron, which Judas had
strongly fortified. Their force consisted of 80,000 or
100,000 foot, 20,000 horse, and 32 elephants. Bethsura
made a valiant defence, and Judas marched from Jeru-
salem to its relief. The elephants seem to have exeited
great terror and astonishment. According to the Jew-
ish annalist each beast was escorted by 1000 foot,
splendidly armed, and 500 horsc; cach bore a tower
containing 32 men: and,to provoke them to fight, they
showed them the blood of grapes and mulberries. The
whole army, in radiant armour, spread over the moun-
tains and valleys, so that the mountains glistened there-
with, and seemed Uike lamps of fire. Yet wherever Judas
fought, the Israelites were successful; and his heroie
brother, Eleazar, excited the admiration of his country-
men by rushing under an elephant, which he stabbed in
the belly, and was crushed to death by its fall. Still
Judas found himself obliged to retreat upon Jerusalem.”
Bethsura, pressed by famine (it was the Sabbatic year,
the land lay fallow, and supplies were scarce), capitu-
lated on honourable terms ; and the royal army joined
the siege of that part of the capital which was in the pos-
session of Judas. Jerusalem resisted all their assaults;
the Syrians began to suffer from want of provisions;

* The narrative of the affairs after before the death of Antiochus, "some
the accession of Antiochus Eupator after, Josephus mainly 1b]1::>ws 1
in 1 Macc. vi. 18-63 is perfectly Macc. He however sets the King him-
clear and distinct, That in 2 Macc., self at the head of the army of kysias
from x. 10, is a mass of inextricable According to 2 Mace. xi. Lysia;
confusion, In that account the same was totally defeated and ﬂe:i' but
Timotheus is twice defeated and killed, afterwards proposed a treaty. g Ch
x. 21, 38; xii. 15, 25. The whole is  xiii. repeats this invasion, ' ’
a series of repetitions, some of events



B.C. 163, MENELAUS, HIGH PRIEST. 11

and intelligence arrived that affairs at Antioch de-
manded their immediate presence.” A treaty was con-
cluded, full liberty of worship was guaranteed to the
Jews, they were to be henceforth permitted to live
according to their own laws.* Antiochus was admitted
into the city; but, in direct violation of the terms, he
threw down the walls and dismantled the fortifications.
Demetrius in the mean time, the lineal heir to the
throne of Antioch, had escaped from Rome. After some
struggle, he overpowered Lysias and Antiochus, put
them to death, and became undisputed master of the
kingdom. The new king adopted a more dangerous
policy against the independence of Judza than the in-
vasion and vast armies of his predecessor. The looser
and less patriotic Jews ill brooked the austere govern-
ment of the Chasidim, who formed the party of Judas:
many, perhaps, were weary of the constant warfare in
which their valiant champion was engaged. Menelaus,
the renegade High Priest, had accompanied the army of
Lysias, and endcavoured to form a faction in his favour;
but, on some dissatisfaction, Lysias had sent him to
Berea, where he was thrown into a tower of ashes, and
suffocated—a fit punishment, it was said, for one who had
polluted the altar fires and holy ashes of God’s shrine.”
Onias, son of the Onias murdered by means of Menelaus,

* Philip, who had been appointed to Val, Maximus, built by King Ochus

guardian of his son by Antiochus
Epiphanes, had reached Antioch and
seized the government.
* 1, Mace, vi. 58-61,
b 2 Mace. xiii. 3; Joseph. Ant.
9-7. The tower Spyavor Eixe
wcpupspls wdvrobey &xdxpnuvor s
+ov owédor. It must therefore have
been different from that, according

asa place of punishment. ¢ Ochus. ..
septum altis parietibus locum cinere
complevit, suppositoque tigno promi-
nente ben{gnb cibo et potione exceptos
in eo collocabat, e quo somno sopiti
decidebant.” These were not burned,
but smothered by the vapours. Val.
Max, ix, 2-6. Compare Herod. 1.
100.



12 CRUELTIES OF NICANOR Book X.

the heir of the priesthood, fled to Egypt, and Aleimus, or
Jacimus, was raised to the High-priesthood.® By reviving
the title of the High Priest to the supreme authority, De-
metrius hoped, if not to secure-a dependent vassal in the
government of Judeea, at least to sow discord among the
insurgents. He sent Alcimus, supported by Bacchides,
his most able general, to claim his sacerdotal dignity.
The zealots for the Law could not resist the title of the
High Priest.d Jerusalem submitted. But no sooner had
Alcimus got the leaders into his power than he basely
murdered sixty of them. Bacchides followed up the blow
with great severities in other parts. Still, immediately
that Bacchides had withdrawn his troops, Judas again
took arms, and Aleimus was compelled to fly to Antioch.
Demetrius despatched Nicanor, with a great army, to
reinstate Alcimus. Jerusalem was stll in the posses-
sion of the Syrians; and Nicanor attempted to get
Judas into his power by stratagem, but the wary soldier
was on his guard. A battle took place at Capharsalama.®
Nicanor retreated, with the loss of 5000 men, to Jeru-
salem, where he revenged himself by the greatest bar-
barities: one of the elders, named Raziz, rather than
fall into his hands, stabbed himself with his own sword ;
but the wound not proving mortal, he ran forth and
destroyed himself by other means, too horrible to de-
scribe.” By these cruelties, and by a threat of burning
the Temple and consecrating the spot to Bacchus, Ni-
canor endeavoured to force the people to surrender their
champion. All these treacherous and cruel measures
proving ineffectual,he was forced to revert to open war.

¢ 2 Mace. xiv. 3. ¢ Alcimus, who | ¢ 1 Mace. vii, 14,
had been high priest, and had defiled | ¢ 1 Macc. vii. 81.
himself wilfully in the times of their | f 2 Macc. xiv. 37. 41,
mingling with the Gentiles.” ’
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A second battle took place, in which the superior forces
of Nicanor were totally routed, and he himself slain.®
His head and his right hand were cut off and hung in scorn
and triumph—the head over one of the towers, the hand
over one of the gates of the Temple, called afterwards
the gate of Nicanor. After this final victory Judas took
a more decided step to secure the independence of his
country ; he entered into a formal treaty of alliance with
Rome. The Jews had heard great things of Rome : that
the Romans had subdued Gaul, were masters of the silver
and gold mines of Spain; that kings from all parts of
the world had trembled at their mandate; that Philip
and Perseus and the great Antiochus had been defeated
by, and paid tribute to this mighty people ; that to their
allies or vassal kings they granted empires—Lydia,
Media, even India (such were the reports) ; yet none of
them wore crown or purple, and every year they
changed their Captains (their consuls). One, the
mightiest, had subdued Grecce.! The ambitious Roman
senate—steadily pursuing their usual policy, of weaken-
ing all the great monarchies of the world, by all means,
whether honourable or treacherous ; and ever, as Justin
obscrves, ready to grant what did not belong to themJ—

& 1 Mace. vii. 43.

h 1 Mace. vii. 37 ; 2 Mace. xv. 32,
33. The eastern gate of the inner
court Qf the Temple retained the name
of the gate of Nicanor.  Nicanor was
one of the captains of the Greeks, and
every day he wagged his hand towards
Judza ®nd Jerusalem, and said, ¢ Oh,
when will be in my power to lay thee
waste?’” But when the Asmonean
family prevailed, they subdued him
and slew him, and hung up his trunk
and great toes upon the gates of Jeru-

salem. Hence Nicanor’s Day in the
Jewish calendar,—From Baba Taanith,
fol. xviii. 2. Lightdoot, vol. x. p. 65.

! 1 Macc. viii. The whole account
of the prowess and victories of the
Romans is very curious. See the
offensive and defensive treaty.

J ¢ A Demetrio cum descivissent,
amicitid Romanorum petitd, primo
omnium ex Orientalibus libertatem re-
ceperunt, facile tunc Romanis de alieno
largientibus."—Justin, Hist., xxxvi, 8.



14 ¢ DEATH OF JUDAS. Book X

eagerly ratified the independence of Judzea, and received
under their protection these useful confederates.

Before, however, the treaty was made known, the
glorious career of the Maccabee had terminated. Deme-
trius had sent Alcimus and Bacchides, with the whole
force of his kingdom, into Palestine. Judas was aban-
doned by all his troops, all but 800 men, yet could not be
prevailed on to retreat. Having discomfited one wing of
the enemy’s army, he fell nobly, as he had lived, the
Martyr, as the champion of his country (s.c. 161). His
body was rescued and buried in Modin. Among those
lofty spirits who have asserted the liberty of their native
land against wanton and cruel oppression, none have
surpassed the most able of the Maccabees in accom-
plishing a great end with inadequate means; none ever
united more generous valour with a better cause.

The faction of Alcimus now triumphed, the partisans
of the Maccabees were oppressed, and the unrelenting
Bacchides put to death the bravest of their adherents
with the most cruel indignities. Jonathan, the brother
of Judas, assembled a small force, and lay concealed in
the wilderness of Tekoa, defended by the Jordan on
one side, and by a morass on the other. A third of this
gallant race, John, had fallen in an affray with an Arab
tribe, who surprised him while escorting some of their
effects to the friendly Nabathzans® To revenge his
death was tHe first object. During a splendid marriage
ceremony, the Jews fell on the bride and bridegroom,
and put them and all their attendants to the sword.
Soon after this they repelled an attack of Bacchides
with great loss, but finding their numbers unequal to the
contest, they swam the Jordan and escaped. Bacchides,
to secure military possession of the country, fortified and

k 1 Mace. ix, 35.
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garrisoned all the strong towns. In the mean time, the
unworthy High Priest, Alcimus, having begun to throw
down one of the partition walls in the Temple, was seized
with a mortal disorder, and died. On his death, Bac-
chides retired to Antioch, and Jonathan immediately
broke out of his hiding-place. On the re-appearance
of Bacchides at the head of a considerable army, the
Maccabee again took refuge in the wilderness; where
he kept up a desultory guerrilla warfare, he himself
hovering about the camp of Bacchides, while his brother
Simon defended the strong post of Bethhasi. At length
Bacchides, wearied of this inglorious and harassing cam-
paign, or perhaps by orders from his court which began
to tremble at the danger of oppressing an ally of Rome,
entered into honourable terms of peace.!

Some years passed away in quiet. Jonathan thus
became master of Judeea ; though Jerusalem, and many
of the stronger towns, occupied by garrisons, either of
Syrians or apostate Jews, defied his authority.

A revolution in the kingdom of Syria gave Jonathan
new strength and importance. An adventurer, Alexander
Balas, announcing himself as the son of Antiochus
Epiphanes, laid claim to the crown of the Seleucide.™
The Romans admitted his title, and Jonathan found
himself courted by the two competitors for the kingdom
of Antioch. It was a strange reversal in the state of a
people which seemed but a few years before to have been
doomed to utter extinction ; their country overrun by vast
irresistible armies; their city walls razed, and the city
commanded by a strong garrisoned fortress; their
Temﬁle defiled and dedicated to strange gods; their few
defenders, freebooters in caverns and in the clefts of their
mountains. Now they are the arbiters, it might seem, of

1 Mace. ix. 70, * = 1 Mace, x.
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conflicting rivals for the magnificent throne of the Se-
leucide ; and all this by the valour, the military con-
duct, the prudence, the patriotism, the religious faith of
one family. The offers of king Demetrius were lavish,
even to desperation ; exemption from all tribute, customs
from salt, and crown taxes, the third part of the seed,
and half of the fruit of the trees.  Not only the city of
Jerusalem, even the commanding fortress is evacuated.
The terms include the surrender of all prisoners and all
captives who had been compelled to migrate with their
cattle: not only perfect freedom of religion, but the full
observance of all their feasts and Sabbaths; the enrol-
ment of 30,000 Jews to be paid by the king, but these
troops are to occupy under their own officers the strong-
holds of the land; certain districts of Samaria and the
noble seaport of Ptolemais are to be added to their ter-
ritory ; munificent donatives promised for the repair and
sustentation of the Temple, and the rebuilding the walls of
the city.” Still, from mistrust of the promises of Deme-
trius, and larger advances from Alexander, or foreseeing
his prevailing power, or perhaps knowing him to have the
support of Rome, the Jews continued faithful to the alli-
ance with Alexander; and Jonathan, conscious of his
own strength, with the common consent, tacit or avowed,
of the contending kings, assumed the pontifical robes,
and in his person commenced the reign of the Priest-
Kings of the Asmonean line.

The impostor, Alexander Balas, met with the greatest
success; defeated and slew Demetrius (.. 150);
mounted the throne of Syria; and received the daughter
of the king of Egypt in marriage. All this the Jews had
foreseen. Jonathan, who appeared at the wedding, was

© 1 Mace. x. 85.
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received with the highest honours the court could
bestow. These distinctions were not thrown away on a
useless or ungrateful ally. Apollonius, the general of
young Demetrius, who laid claim to his father’s crown,
was defeated by Jonathan ; the victorious High Priest
stormed Joppa, took Azotus, and there destroyed the
famous temple of Dagon. The reign of Alexander Balas
was short. e was overthrown by his father-in-law,
Ptolemy, against whose life he had conspired. He fled
into Arabia; the Arab chief, Zabdiel, with whom he
had taken refuge, sent his head to the conqueror. But
Ptolemy, who had won two crowns, those of Syria
and Bgypt, died, having been mortally wounded in the
decisive battle which overthrew Balas; and Deme-
trius, surnamed Nicator, obtained the throne of Syria.
Jonathan seized the opportunity of laying siege to the
citadel of Jerusalem. 'The opposite faction endeavoured
to obtain the interference of Demetrins; but Jonathan,
leaving his troops to press the siege, went in person to
the court in Antioch. Me was received with great
honour, and a treaty was concluded, still more advan-
tageous to lus power than that with Alexander Balas.
In return, a body guard of 3000 Jews saved Demetrius
from a dangerous conspiracy, and suppressed a turbulent
sedition in Antioch.® The conspiracy took its rise from
the claims of Antiochus, son of Alexander Balas, who was
supported by Tryphon, an officer equally crafty and am-
bitious. But the good understanding between Deme-
trius and Jonathan did not last long: and no sooner
was the support of his powerful vassal withdrawn, than
the Syrian king was constrained to fly, and yield up the

© This part of the history is very | favourite of Alexander. It is doubtful
obscure. The conspiracy was organ- | whether Antiochus was privy to jt.—
ised by Ammonius, the minister and | Joseph. Ant. xiii, 4. 6.
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throne to his rival, young Antiochus. Jonathan was
treated with great distinction by this new sovereign,
Antiochus Theos; he was confirmed in his dignity as
High Priest. Simon, his brother, was appointed captain-
general of all the country from the ladder of Tyre to
the river of Egypt. The activity of Jonathan mainly
contributed to the security of Antiochus. He gained
two signal victories over the armies in the service of
Demetrius,” strengthened many of the fortresses in
Judeea : he built a wall to scparate the tower or fortress
which the Syrians still held on Mount Sion, to insulate it
from the city ; and he renewed the treaty with Rome, as
also with Lacedemon.® His prosperous career was sud-
denly cut short by treachery. Tryphon, the officer who
had raised the young Antiochus to the throne, began to
entertain ambitious views of supplanting his king.
The great obstacles to his scheme were the power and
integrity of Jonathan. With insidious offers of peace,
he persuaded Jonathan to dismiss a large army which
he had assembled to assist Antiochus, and allured him
within the walls of Ptolemais, with a few followers,
under pretence of surrendering to him the town. He then
suddenly closed the gates, took Jonathan prisoner, and
poured his troops over the great plain of Galilee. The
Jews were struck, but not paralysed, with consternation.
Another of the noble race of Mattathias remained, and
Simon was immediately invested with the command.
Simon, the last of the five brethren, was not the least
glorious for the vigour and wisdom of his administration.”

P 1 Mace. xi. 67; xii. 27. satisfactory explanation of ¢t; and
4 The singular connexion between there are great difficulties in the do-
Jerusalem and Lacedzmon is related cuments as compared with the history
with too much particularity. Yet it of Sparta.
may perhaps be supposed to contain ¥ It is remarkable that in the inves-
some truth, But I have seen no titureof Simon with the supremacy we
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The crafty Tryphon began to negotiate: he offered to
yield up Jonathan at the price of 100 talents of silver
and two of his children, as hostages for his peaceful
conduct. The money and the lostages were sent, but the
perfidious Tryphon refused to surrender Jonathan. The
two armies watched each other for some time. The
Syrians being prevented by a heavy fall of snow from
relieving their garrison in the fortress of Jerusalem,
Tryphon, having first put to death the brave Jonathan,®
hastened into Syria, where he treated the unhappy An-
tiochus with the same treachery and atrocity. Simon
recovered the body of his brother, which was interred at
Modin in great state. A sepulchre, with seven pillars,
for the father, mother, and five Maccabean brethren,
was raised on an eminence ; a sea-mark to all the vessels
which sailed along the coast."

Simon openly espoused the party of Demetrius
against Tryphon, and received from that monarch a full
recognition of the independence of his country. Instead,
therefore, of interfering in foreign affairs, he directed his
whole attention to the consolidation and internal security
of the Jewish kingdom. He sent an embassage, which
was honourably received at Rome. He fortified Bethsura
on the Idumean frontier, and Joppa, the great port of
Judea; reduced Gazara; and at length having made
himself master of the fortress in Jerusalem, not merely
dismantled it, but, with incredible labour, levelled the
hill on which it stood, so that it no longer commanded
the hill of the Temple. Simon executed the law with

°
read these words, which show the full High Priest for ever, until there should
development of the expectation of a arise a faithful prophet.”—1 Macc. xiv.
Messiah—a religious Messiah :—*“the 41; compare iv. 46; ix. 27.
Jews and priests were well pleased that ~ # 1 Mace. xiii. 23.
Simon should be their governor and  * 1 Macc. xiii. 27.

c 2
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great impartiality and vigour; repaired the Temple, re-
stored the sacred vessels. The wasted country began,
under his prudent administration, to enjoy its ancient
fertility. In the picturesque language of their older
poets, the historian says, The ancient men sat all in the
streets, communing together of the wealth of the land, and
the young men put on glorious and warlike apparel.® To
secure the alliance of the Romans, the great safeguard
of the new state, he sent a golden shield, weighing 1000
pounds, to Rome. The Romans, in return, sent a pro-
clamation to many of the kings of the East, to all the
cities in the empire in which the Jews were settled, an-
nouncing their recognition of Simon as the Prince of
Judza; and while on the one hand the Jews at their
command were to acknowledge Simon, on the other
they haughtily intimated to the kings and cities under
their dominion that the Jews were under their protection
and in alliance with Rome. These imperious mandates
were addressed to the kings of Syria, Pergamus, and
Cappadocia, even to Parthia; to Sparta, Sicyon, Delos,
Gortyna in Crete, to Samos, Cos, and Rhodes, to Myndus,
Halicarnassus, and Cnidus; to the cities in Lycia and
Pamphylia, in Cyprus, the Island of Aradus, the Pheeni-
cian territory and Cyrene. This is a singular illustration
of the widespread dispersion of the Jews even in those
times, and of the all commanding policy of Rome.* In
the mean time, Demetrius, the rightful sovereign of
Syria, had been taken prisoner in an expedition against
the Parthians. Antiochus Sidetes, his brother, levied an
army to dispossess the usurper and murderer, Tryphon In
a short time Antiochus gained the superiority in the field,

® 1 Mace. xiv. 9. the consul Lucius. Lucius Cacilius
x 1 Macc. xv. 22-24, Metellus, with Appius Claudius Pul-
The edict was issued in the name of cher, was consul A.U. 612, B.C. 141.
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and besieged Tryphon in Dora.” Simon openly espoused
his party; but Antiochus considered Simon’s assistance
dearly purchased at the price of the independence ot
Palestine, and above all, tHe possession of the important
ports of Gazara and Joppa. Athenobius, his ambassador,
sent to demand tribute and indemnification, was struck
with astonishment at the riches and splendour of Simon’s
palace ;* and on the Jewish sovereign refusing all sub-
mission, and only offering a price for the possession of
Joppa, Antiochus sent his general, Cendebeus, to invade
the country. Simon, now grown old, entrusted the com-
mand of his forces to his sons, Judas and John Hyrcanus.
They, having defeated Cendebeus, and taken Azotus,
returned crowned with victory.

But the Maccabean race seemed destined to perish by
violence (B.c. 134). Ptolemy, son of Abubus, the son-
in-law of Simon, under a secret understanding with An-
tiochus, king of Syria, formed a conspiracy to usurp the
sovereignty of Judea. At a banquet in Jericho, he con-
trived basely to assassinate Simon and his elder son ; and
at the same time endeavoured to surprise the younger,
John Hyrcanus, in Gazara® But John inherited the
vigour and ability of his family ; he eluded the danger,
appeared in Jerusalem, and was unanimously proclaimed
the High Priest and ruler of the country. His first
measure was to march against Jericho to revenge the
base murder of his father ; but Ptolemy had in his power .
the mother and brethren of Hyrcanus. He shut himself
up in a fortress, and exposed his captives on the walls,
scourging them, and threatening to put them to death.
The noble-minded woman exhorted her son, notwithstand-

¥ 1 Macc. xv. 10 et seqq. s Rather Gezer, not to be con-
3 1 Mace. xv, 32, founded with Gaza.
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ing her own danger, to revenge his father’s murder : but
Hyrcanus hesitated ; the siege was protracted ; and, at
length, according to the improbable reason assigned by
Josephus, the year being a Sabbatic year, entirely raised
the siege. Ptolemy fled to Philadelphia; of his subse-
quent fate we know nothing. The rapid movements of
Hyrcanus had disconcerted the confederacy between the
assassin and Antiochus. Still, however, the Syrian army
overran the whole country. Hyrcanus was besieged in
Jerusalem, where he was reduced to the last extremity
by famine. He had been compelled to the hard mea-
sure of expelling from the city all those, the old and
voung, of both sexes, who were incapable of contributing
to the defence. The besiegers refused to let them pass;
many perished miserably in the ditches and on the out-
works.” But Antiochus proved a moderate and generous
enemy; on the feast of Tabernacles, he conceded a
week’s truce, furnished the besieged with victims for
sacrifice, bulls with golden horns, and gold and gilver
vessels for the Temple service. He was gratefully
compared with his impious ancestor, Antiochus Epiphanes,
and called Antiochus the Pious.s TFinally he concluded
a peace, of which the terms, though hard, were better
than Hyrcanus, in the low condition to which he was
reduced, could fairly expect. The country was to sub-
mit to vassalage under the kings of Syria, tribute was to
*be paid for Joppa and other towns held by grants from
the predecessors of Antiochus, and Jerusalem was dis-
mantled. But Hyrcanus, it is said, opened the sepulchre

° In this siege Jerusalem, for the days of Solomon, restored in later
only time it should seem, suffered for times (and which did not fail in the
want of water. Probably the excel- last fatal siege), had been neglected or
lent system of wells, conduits, and wilfully destroyed.
tanks for the supply of water in the  © Joseph. Ant. xiii, 8. 2,
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of king David, where he found three thousand talents of
silver.

Four years after, John Hyrcanus was summoned to
attend his liege lord on an expedition into Parthia,
under the pretence of delivering Demetrius Nicator,
brother of the king, formerly possessor of the crown,
and long a captive in Parthia. Hyrcanus returned
before the defeat, which lost Antiochus his throne and
life. Demetrius escaped, and recovered the throne of
Antioch. Hyrcanus seized the glorious opportunity of
throwing off the yoke of Syria, and the Jewish kingdom
reassumed its independence, which it maintained until
it was compelled to acknowledge the Roman dominion
—first under the Asmonean dynasty, then under the
house of Herod.

The Syrian monarchy being distracted by rival com-
petitors for the throne, the prudent and enterprising
Hyrcanus lost no opportunity of extending his territory
and increasing his power. He took Samega and Medaba,
in the trans-Jordanic region. But his greatest triumph,
that which raised him the highest in the opinion of his
zealous countrymen, was the capture of Sichem, and the
total destruction of the rival temple on Gerizim.? It was
levelled to the earth; not a vestige remained. For two
hundred years this hated edificc had shocked the sight
of the pious pilgrim to Jerusalem. Now the Temple of
Jerusalem resumed its dignity as the only sanctuary
where the God of their fathers was worshipped, at least
within the region of Palestine. The Samaritan temple
had glways seemed a usurpation upon the peculiar pro-
perty of the Jewish people in the universal Deity; now
they were again undisputed possessors, as of the Divine
Presence, so they conceived of the Divine protection.

! Joseph. Ant, ix.
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Yet, at a more remote distance, another temple had
arisen, which excited great jealousy in the more rigid.
This was in Egypt, where, in fact, another nation of
Jews had gradually grown up. On the capture of
Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar, a great number of Jews,
under Gedaliah, fled to Egypt. Alexander is reported
to have encouraged their settlement in his new city of
Alexandria by privileges which put them on the samo
footing with the Macedonians. Itolemy, founder of the
Egypto-Grecian kingdom, transported from Judea
30,000 families; some he scttled in Cyrene, most in
Alexandria.  During the oppressions of the Syrian
kings, many, envying the peaceful and prosperous state
of their brethren in BEgypt, abandoned Judza, and took
refuge under the protection of the Ptolemies, who,
either as useful subjects, or never entirely abandoning
their ambitious views on Palestine, generally endea-
voured to secure the attachment of the Jews.® They
lived under their Xthnarch, and occupied a separate
portion of the vast city; not as in a Ghetto in later days
in the cities of Europe, but in a quarter vying in extent,
splendour, and wealth with the other quarters of prosper-
ous Alexandria. Under the reign of Ptolemy Philometor,
as has been stated, Onias, (son of that Onias who was
murdered by Menelaus,) the rightful heir of the High-
priesthood, fled into Egypt. He rose high in favour
with the king and his queen, Cleopatra; and, being
deprived of his rightful inheritance, Onias conceived
the design of building a temple for the use of the
Egyptian Jews. The king entered into his views,

¢ Herzfeld has a full and valuable On the persecutions attributed to
chapter on the rise and history of the Ptolemy Philopator and Ptolemy
Alexandrian-Jewish community,—iii. Physcon see below. ¢

p. 436 et seqq.
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whether to advance his popularity with his Jewish sub-
jects, or to preserve the wealth, which, as tribute or
offering to the Temple, flowed out of his dominions to
Jerusalem. He granted to Onias a ruined temple in
Leontopolis, in the Heliopolitan nome, and a tract of
land for the maintenance of the worship. Both temple
and domain remained unviolated till the reign of Vespa-
sian. Onias reconciled his countrymen to this bold
innovation by a text in Isaiah (xix. 18, 19). In this
passage it is predicted that there should be an altar to the
Lord in the midst of the land of Egypt. According to the
interpretation of Onias, the very place was designated.
That which in our translation appears as “the city of
destruction,” was interpreted, perhaps not inaccurately,
the City of the Sun (Heliopolis). Thus then the Jews
of Alexandria claimed divine authority for their temple,
and had unquestionably the legitimate High Priest as
their officiating minister. The Aramean Jews looked on
their Dryptmn brethren with assumed contempt, but
inward jealousy: perhaps the distance only prevented
a feud, almost as deadly as that with the Samaritans.!
Alexandria being the retreat of Grecian learning, the
Jews turned their attention to literature, and even to
philosophy.  But in some respects they were in an
unfortunate situation, with great temptations and great
facilities to substitute fiction for truth. They were
pressed on all sides, by Egyptians, by Greeks, and by
the Aramean Jews. The former denied their antiquity

f The older Mischna says, « Priests
who &;\'e officiated in the Temple of
Onias” cannot officiate in Jerusalem :
they are to be looked on as priests
who have infirmities (gebreche) ; they
may participate and eat of the offer-
ings, but cannot offer,” It appears

from this that the service in the Onias
Temple was not considered idolatry,
but as sacrifice in an unhallowed place.
A man who has vowed an offering, it
he offers in the Onias Temple has not
fulfilled his vow. See the rest of the
passage.  Jost, i. 118,
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as a nation, and reproached them with the servitude
and base condition of their ancestors in Egypt, which
they grossly exaggerated; the Greeks treated their
national literature with contempt ; the rigid Jews could
not forgive their adoption of the Greek language and
study of Greek letters. The strange legend about the
origin of their version of the Scriptures, commonly
called the Septuagint, evidently originated in their
desire to gain a miraculous sanction for their sacred
books, and thus to put them in some degree on the
same footing with the original Hebrew Scriptures. This
work, which probably was exccuted at different periods,
by writers of various abilities and different styles, was
reported by a certain Aristeas to have been the work of
seventy-two translators, deputed by the grand Sanhe-
drin, at the desire of Ptolemy Philadelphus, who were
shut up in separate cells, yet each rendercd the whole
work, word for word, in the same language! The
romantic history of the persccution of the Alexandrian
Jews, sometimes called the third book of the Maccabees,
was apparently compiled with a similar design, to show
that they had been exposed, on account of their religion,
to equal barbarities with their brethren, endured them
with equal courage, and were delivered in a manner
equally miraculous. Ptolemy Philopator (or Ptolemy
Physcon, for it is not easy to fix a period for the legend)
had determined on the extermination of the Jews, unless
they would apostatise from their religion. Only 300
consented to this base compliance ; the rest were shut up

8 Philo distinctly asserts (and he is | highest state and importanceff has
a trustworthy authority) that the | nothing incredible; and his as®rtion
translation of fhe Law was executed | that an annual festival was kept in
n the reign of Ptolemy Philadelphus. | the island of Pharos to commemorate
His account, though manifestly that of | the event can hardly be called in
a Jew, giving the transaction the | question.—De Mose, pp. 138 et seqq.
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in the Hippodrome to be destroyed by elephants. The
king being engaged in a drunken revel, the Jews re-
mained a whole day expecting, yet boldly determined to
endure, their miserable fate. When the elephants were
let loose, they refused to assail the Jews, but turned all
their fury on the spectators, on whom they committed
frightful ravages.® We have mentioned these facts as
illustrating the character of the Alexandrian Jews: we
pass unwillingly over their controversies with the
Egyptians and the Greeks, and the curious union of
Grecian philosophy with the Jewish religion, which pre-
vailed in their schools, as these subjects belong rather to
the history of Jewish literature than to that of the
Jewish people.! The Alexandrian Jews mingled in all
the transactions and attained the highest honours of the
state. Onias, who built the temple during the pontifi-
cate of Jonathan, filled the most eminent offices in the
state and in the army; and at a later period we shall
find Chelcias and Ananias, two Jews, commanding the
armies of Cleopatra.

While Egypt and Syria were desolated by the crimes
and the contentions of successive pretenders to their
thrones, the state of Judeea enjoyed profound peace

b Herzfeld accepts this as history,
stripping off, as is his wont, the mar-
vellous or miraculous part. He as-
signs it to the reign of Philopator.
He may le right. But the parallel
story, the same in almost all its inci-
dents, especially as to the elephants,
is relajed by Josephus (contra Apion,
ii. 5), and placed under Ptolemy Phy-
scon.

Herzfeld dismisses the angels, said
to have appeared, and supposes the
elephants to have been frightened by

the wild cry arising from thousands
of Jews crowded together, and in ter-
ror of a most dreadful death.

! This subject would still require
more ample space and wider investie
gation than this work can afford.
Among the authors who have ex-
amined it with industry and success I
would name Gfrorer, and especially
Dahne, Geschichtliche Darstellung der
Jiidisch - Alexandrinischen  Religions
Philosophie, Halle, 1834,
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under the vigorous administration of Hyrcanus. Having
destroyed Sichem, he next turned his forces against
Idumea, subjugated the country, compelled the ancient
rivals of his subjects to submit to circumecision, and to
adopt the Jewish religion; and so completely incor-
porated the two nations, that the name of Idumea
appears no more in history as a separate kingdom.
Hyrcanus maintained a strict alliance with the Romans,
and renewed a treaty, offensive and defensive, against
their common enemies.* In the twenty-sixth year of
his reign he determined to reduce the province and city
of Samaria to his authority. He entrusted the command
of his army to his sons, Aristobulus and Antigonus.
The Samaritans implored the protection of Antiochus
Cyzicenus, then king of Damascus, who marched to
their relief, but suffered a total defeat by the brothers.
In conjunction with 6000 KEgyptian allies, Antiochus
made a second attempt to rescue this province from the
power of the Jews, but with no better success. Samaria
fell after an obstinate resistance of a whole year; one of
the Syrian generals betrayed Scythopolis and other
towns to the Jews. Thus Hyrcanus became master
of all Samaria and Galilee. The city of Samaria was
razed, trenches dug (the hill on which it stood being
full of springs), and the whole site of the detested city
flooded and made a pool of water.

k For the reign of Hyrcanus, Joseph. sion of the true and the erroneous.

Ant. xiii. 10. Justin writes: “Quorum
(Judzorum) vires tanta fuere, ut post
hunc (Antiochum) nullum Macedo-
nium regem tulerunt, domesticisque
imperiis usi Syriam magnis bellis in-
festaverunt,”’—Justin, xxxvi, 1.
Justin proceeds to give the view of
the Jews and of their history popular
among the Greeks : a singular confu-

The expression of wonder at the union
of the temporal with the religious
law under the Priest-Kings (whom he
carries up to Moses and Aavon) is
striking. ¢ Semperque exinde hic mos
apud Judeos fuit, ut eosdem reges et
sacerdotes haberent ; quorum justitia
religione permixta, incredibile quan-
tum coaluere,”
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But though thus triumphant abroad, Hyrcanus, at the
end of his reign, was troubled by serious dissensions at -
home. Two great religious and political factions di-
vided the state—those of the Pharisees and Sadducees.
No question in Jewish history is more obscure than the
origin and growth of these two parties. The Maccabees
had greatly owed their success to the Chasidim, or
righteous. Th® zeal, and even the fanaticism of this
party, had been admirable qualities in the hour of trial
and exertion. Austerity is a good discipline for the
privations and hardships of war. Undaunted courage,
daring enterprise, contempt of death, fortitude in suffer-
ing, arose directly out of the leading religious principles
of this party—the assurance of Divine protection, and
the certainty of another life.  Their faith, if it led them
to belicve too much, and induced them to receive the
traditions of their fathers as of equal authority with the
written law and authentic history, made them believe
only with the stronger fervour and sincerity all the
wonders and glories of their early annals; wonders and
glories which they trusted the same Power, in whose
cause, and under whose sanction, they fought, would
renew in their persons. Even their belief in angels,
celestial, unsecen beings, who ever environed them, to
assist their arms, and discomfit their enemies, contri-
buted to their confidence and resolution.  In this great
conflict the hero and the religious enthusiast were one
and the same. But those qualities and principles
which made them such valiant and active soldiers in
war, when the pride- of success and conscious possession
of power were added, tended to make them turbulent,
intractable, and domineering subjects in peace. Those
who are most forward in asserting their liberty do not
always know how to enjoy it, still less how to concede
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it to others. Their zeal turned into another channel—
the maintenance and propagation of their religious
opinions—and flowed as fiercely and violently as before.
Themselves austere, they despised all who did not prac-
tise the same austerities; earnest in their belief, not
only in the law, but in every traditional observance,
they branded as free-thinkers all whose creed was of
greater latitude than their own; and comsidered it their
duty to enforce the same rigid attention, not merely to
every letter of the law, but likewise to all their own
peculiar observances, which they themselves regarded
as necessary, and most scrupulously performed. In
every thing, as they were the only faithful servants, so
they were the delegates and interpreters of God. As
God had conquered by them, so he ruled by them ; and
all their opponents were the cnemies of the national
constitution, the national religion, and the national
Deity. Thus the generous and self-devoted Assideans,
or Chasidim, degencrated into the haughty, tyrannical,
and censorious Pharisees, the Separatists of the Jewish
religion, from Pharez, the Hebrew word for « to separate,”
or stand aloof. The better order among the opponents
of the Pharisees were the Karaites, strict adherents to
the letter of the law, but decidedly rejécting all tradi-
tions. The great strength of the party consisted, how-
ever, of the Sadducees.! The religious doctrines of the

! ¢« Daraus ergab sich fiir alle die- | von Andern erhalten haben.’
jenigen welche nach dieser Richtung | Jud. i. 200.
hin ihre Ansicht von Judenthum dar- There is a very remarkable chapter
legten, indem sie jene Beriihrung des | on the origin of the Sadducees and

Jost,

Unreinen sorgfaltig mieden, und schon
dadurch vom Volke und von geselligen
Verkehr sich sonderten, die Benen-
nung Parusch, Abgesonderten, sie
mogen solche selbst angenommen oder

Pharisees in Geiger, Urschrift und
Ubersetzungen der Bibel, p. 101 et
seqq. He derives the name Sadducee
from Zadok. The hierarchical fami-
lies, the descendants of the High Priest
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Sadducees, it is well known, were directly opposite to
those of the Pharisees. The Pharisees were moderate
Predestinarians : the Sadducees asserted Free Will. The
Pharisecs believed in the immortality of the soul, and
the existence of angels, though their creed on both
these subjects was strongly tinged with Orientalism : the
Sadducecs denied both. The Pharisees received not
merely the Prophets, but the traditional Law likewise,
as of equal authority with the book of Moses. The Sad-
ducees, if they did not reject, considered the Prophets
greatly inferior to the Law. The Sadducces are com-
monly said to have derived their doctrine from Sadoc, the
successor of Antigonus Socho in the presidency of the
great Sanhedrin®  Antigonus taught the lofty doctrine
of pure and disinterested love and obedience to God,

Zadok, were obliged to cede the High
Priesthood first to the Asmoneans, the
Maccabees, then to the High Priests
appointed by Herod and his successors
and by the Romans, But they re-
mained as a priestly aristocracy, proud
of their descent, and admimstering
many priestly functions ; but gradually
shrunk into a sect, ¢ Die Zadokiter
hatten so mut aufgehdit die Regenten
zu semn, si¢c waten nicht mehr die
Melkhisedek ¢ die Konige der Gerech-
ligkeit” nicht mehr die Zaddikim,
¢die Gerechter,’ sie standen nicht mehr
tiber dem Volke; die Sadducier,
in welchen die Zadokiten den kern
bildeten, waren nun eine Partei im
Volke, eine abgeschlossene aristokra-
tische, welche in ihie Exclasivetat
den Zudrang der Migsse von sich ab-
wehrte, aber durch als adlige, durch
alter des Geschlechts, durch Priester-
heiligkeit oder durch neu erworbene
Ansehn den bedeutendensten Einfluss

hatte, eine kleine aber machtige
Pattei.,” The Pharisces, though se-
paratists, were the popular, the demo-
cratic faction.  Geiger adds with
characteristic Germanism :—** Sie sind
um eine Analogie aus neuerer Zeit
anzwenden, die Independenten gegenu-
ber den Episcopalen.”  Geiger 1efers,
as an illustration of his views, to the
remarkable passage, Acts iv. 1-4.

m They were by most accounts two
kindred, but to a certain degree
conflicting sects, the Sudducees and
Boethusians, derived from Sadoc and
Boethus, The latter, however, are
but dumly traced, and either died away
or melted into the cognate Sadducees.
Jost asserts that the earliest distinct
account of the origin of the Sadducees
is in adate Rabbinical work, the Aboth
of R. Nathan: but both names are
found in the older Mischna; and Jose-
phus is full concerning them.
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without regard to punishment or reward.  Sadoc is
said to have denied the latter, without maintaining the
higher doctrine on which it was founded. Still the
Sadducees were far from what they are sometimes
represented, the teachers of a loose and indulgent
Epicureanism ; they inculcated the belief in Divine
Providence, and the just and certain administration of
temporal rewards and punishments. The Pharisees had
the multitude, ever led away by extravagant religious
pretensions, entirely at their disposal: Sadduceeism
spread chiefly among the higher orders.” It would be
unjust to the Sadducees to confound them with that
unpatriotic and Hellenized party, which, during the
whole of the noble struggles of the Maccabees, sided
with the Syrian oppressors, for these are denounced as
avowed apostates from Judaism; yet probably, after
the establishment of the independent government, the
latter might make common cause, and become gradually
mingled up with the Sadducean party, as exposed alike
to the severities of the Pharisaic administration.” During

I have no doubt that in one of | this (and silence on such a subject is

the noblest books among those called
the Apocryphal we have the work of a
Sadducee, or rather, for it is a mani-
fest fusion of several books, a full
declaration of the views of the higher
Sadducaic anti-traditional party. In
the book of Ecclesiasticus there are
magnificent descriptions of God’s crea-
tive power, of His all-comprehending
providence, of His chastisement of un-
righteousness, of His rewards of godli-
ness; the most beautiful pregepts of
moral and social virtue, of worldly
wisdom and sagacity, of chastity, tem-
perance, justice, beneficence—but of a

life after death not one word. Not only |

conclusive), but there is what amounts
to a direct abnegation of such doctrine,
“For all things cannot be in men,
because the son of man is not immor-
tal,” (xvii. 30.) In sorrow for the
dead, too, there is no word of conso-
lation from the hope of another life,
xxii. 11 ; xxxviii. 17 ; xI, (andxli.) So
as to angels: in the whole book there is
no word recognising any intermediate
beings between God and man, I can
find no passage which might not have
been written by a highly religious Sad-
ducee; and that such Sadducees there
were, there can be no doubt,

© Jost has a curious chapter on the
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the rest of the Jewish history we shall find these parties
as violently opposed to each other, and sometimes
causing as fierce and dangerous dissensions, as those
which rent the commonwealths of Greece and Rome, or
the republican states of modern Italy.

It was at the close of his reign that Hyrcanus broke
with the Pharisaic party, and openly joined the opposite
faction—a measure of which the disastrous consequences
were not entirely felt till the reign of his son Alexander.
The cause of this rupture is singularly characteristic of
Jewish manners. During a banquet, at which the chief
of the ruling sect were present, Hyrcanus demanded
their judgement on his general conduct and administra-
tion of affairs, which he professed to have regulated by
the great principles of justice, and by strict adherence
to the tenets of their sect. The Pharisees, with general
acclamation, testified their approval of all his proceed-
ings ;—one voice alone, that of Eleazar, interrupted the
general harmony. “If you are a just man, abandon
the High-priesthood, for which you are disqualified by
the illegitimacy of your birth.” The mother of Hyrca-
nus had formerly, it was said, though, according to
Josephus, falsely, been taken captive, and thus exposed
to the polluting embraces of a heathen master. The
indignant Hyrcanus demanded the trial of Eleazar for
defamation. By the influence of the Pharisees he was
shielded, and escaped with scourging and imprisonment.
Hyrcanus, enraged at this unexpected hostility, listened
to the representations of Jonathan, a Sadducee, who
accused the rival faction of a conspiracy to overawe the
sovereign power; and from that time he entirely

differences between the Pharisees and daily or other sacrifices, and as to some
Sadducees in their interpretation of of the ordinary usages of life, even of
the Law, as to some points of the inheritance. c. i, p. 216.

VOL. 1L b
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alienated himself from the Pharisaic councils. This
able prince reigned for twenty-nine years; he built the
castle of Baris on a rock within the fortifications which
surrounded the hill of the Temple, on the north-west
corner of which it stood. It afterwards became the
Antonia of Herod.

Aristobulus, the son of Hyrcanus, succeeded : his reign,
though brief, was long enough for much crime and
much misery. His mother, by the will of Hyrcanus,
claimed the sovereignty ; he threw her into a dungeon,
and starved her to death. The fate of his brother
Antigonus (the one of his brothers whom he loved)
will immediately appear : the other three of his brethren
were kept in close imprisonment. Soon after he had
assumed the diadem, the new king made a successful
expedition and subdued Iturea, a district at the foot of
Anti-Libanus, afterwards called Auranitis. He returned,
suffering under a dangerous malady. His brother
Antigonus, a short time after, having completed the
conquest, as he entered Jerusalem, hastened, all armed
as he was, with his soldiers, to pay his devotions in the
Temple ; to utter his thanksgiving prayers, it is added,
for his brother’s recovery.? Thisinnocent act was misre-
presented by the queen and the harem of Aristobulus as
covering a treacherous design. Aristobulus sent to sum-
mon his brother to attend him unarmed. The treacherous
enemies of Antigonus, instead of this message, delivered
one commanding him to come with some very splendid
armour, which his brother wished to see. The guards
were posted; and Antigonus, appearing in arms, was
assassinated in the subterranean gallery which led from
the Temple to the palace of Baris. Aristobulus, seized

p Joseph. Ant, xiii. 11,
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with agonizing compunction for his crime, vomited
blood. The slave who bore the vessel away, happened
to stumble on the very spot where Antigonus had been
slain, and the blood of the two brothers mingled on
the pavement. A ecry of horror ran through the palace.
The king, having extorted from the reluctant attendants
the dreadful cause, was seized with such an agony ot
remorse and horror, that he expired.?

Alexander Jannwus, the next in succession, assumed
the throne ; a feeble attempt was made by his younger
brother to usurp his place, but the rebel was seized and
put to death.” Alexander was an enterprising rather than
a successful prince; and it was perhaps fortunate for
the kingdom of Judza that the adjacent states were
weakened by dissension and mutual hostility. Egypt
was governed by Cleopatra, widow of Ptolemy Physcon ;
Cyprus by Ptolemy Lathyrus, her eldest son, and most -
deadly enemy. The Syrian monarchy was shared by
Antiochus Grypus and Antiochus Cyzicenus: one held
his court at Antioch, the other at Damascus. The Jews
possessed the whole region of Palestine, except the noble
port of Ptolemais; Dora and the Tower of Straton were
in the hands of Zoilus, who owned a sort of allegiance to
Syria. Gaza was likewise independent of the Jewish
government. The first object of Alexander was to reduce
all these cities. He formed the siege of Ptolemais.
The inhabitants sent to demand relief from .Ptolemy
Lathyrus, but after the Cyprian king had levied an army
of 30,000 men, dreading the loss of their independence,
the Ptolemaites refused to admit him into their gates.

9 All this was said to have been | was called by the unpopular name
foreshown by an Essenian prophet. | ¢pureArdw.
Perhaps the life of Aristobulus was| * Joseph. Ant. xiii. 12.
darkened by religious animosity: he
D 2
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Ptolemy turned on the dominions of Zoilus, and on
Gaza. Alexander entered into negotiations with Pto-
lemy for the friendly surrender of those places, and at
the same time with Cleopatra for a large force to expel
the king of Cyprus from Palestine. Ptolemy, detecting
the double intrigue, marched into Judeea, took Asochis
near the Jordan on the Sabbath, ravaged the country,
and (by the assistance of an expert tactician, Philo-
stephanus) totally defeated Alexander, with the loss of
30,000 men, pursued his ravages, and, to spread the
terror of his name, is said to have practised most abomi-
nable cruelties® Having surprised a village full of
women and children, he ordered them to be hewn in
pieces, and cast into caldrons, as if to be boiled ; so that
the horror of this invasion of cannibals spread throughout
the whole country. The kingdom of Judea was lost
but for a great army of Egyptians under the command of
Chelcias and Ananias, two Alexandrian Jews.* Lathyrus
retreated into Ceelesyria : part of Cleopatra’s army
pursued him, part formed the siege of Ptolemais. La-
thyrus determined on the bold measure of marching
into Egypt: he was repelled, and retreated to Gaza.
Ptolemais fell ; and Alexander came to congratulate
the Queen of Egypt on her victory. Cleopatra was
strongly urged to seize the prince, and thus make herself
mistress of Judea: the remonstrances of Ananias, the
Jew, discuaded her from this breach of faith.

The Cypriot and Egyptian armies being withdrawn,
Alexander resumed his sovereignty; but his restless
disposition involved him in new wars, with no better
success. He invaded the country east of the Jordan,
took Gadara, but was totally defeated before Amathus,

s Joseph, Ant, xiii, 12, 5, 6. ¢ Joseph, Ant. xiii, 13, 1,
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which he had plundered of the treasures of Theodorus,
prince of Philadelphia. The indefatigable Prince Priest
next fell upon the territory of Gaza, took Raphla and An-
thedon, and, although constrained to raise the siege of
Gaza by a descent of Lathyrus, he formed it again the
next year. (aza made an obstinate resistance. At
one time the besieger had nearly lost his whole army
by a desperate sally of the besieged ; at length, however,
the commander of the garrison, Apollodotus, having
been slain by treachery, Gaza surrendered. Alexander
at first seemed inclined to mercy, but, before long, let
loose his troops to revenge themselves on the town. The
inhabitants took up arms; yet, after a considerable loss,
the conqueror succeeded in totally dismantling and
destroying this ancient city, and left it a heap of ruins.
But the most dangerous enemies of Alexander were
at home. The Pharisaic faction had the populace at
their command ; and at the feast of Tabernacles, while
he was officiating as king and High Priest, & mutiny
broke out. The mob pelted him with citrons, reproached
him with the baseness of his descent, and denied his
right to the priesthood. Alexander commanded lis
troops to fall on the unarmed multitude, and slew 6000.
To prevent these insults in future, Alexander raised a
wooden partition between the court of the priests and
that of the people ; and, to awe the insurgents, enrolled a
body guard of foreign mercenaries, chiefly Pisidians and
Cilicians. He then, a second time, invaded the country
east of Jordan, reduced it to pay tribute, took Amathus,
but again suffered a total defeat by Orodes, king of Ara-
bia. The Jews seized the opportunity to rise in rebel-
lion, and for six years the country suffered all the
horrors of civil war. Alexander at first met with great
success; but when he endeavoured to bring the muti-
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neers to terms, they cried out with one voice, that they
would yield only on one condition, that he would put
himself to death. At length, pressed on all sides, the
insurgents demanded the assistance of Demetrius Eu-
charus, one of the kings of Syria. Alexander, always
unfortunate in battle, was routed, with the loss of all his
6000 mercenaries and many other of his troops. He
fled to the mountains; but a sudden revulsion of po-
pular feeling took place in his favour, and he found
himself at the head of 60,000 men. Demetrius re-
treated, and Alexander, master of the whole country,
besieged his enemies in Bethome, took the city, and
marched to Jerusalem in triumph.- His vengeance was
signal and terrible. During a banquet, in the midst of
his concubines, he publicly crucified 800 men, and
slew their wives and children before their faces. From
this atrocity he was named the Thracian. Of the dis-
affected, 8000 abandoned the city; but, under his iron
sway, the whole country remained in awed submission,
though not unharassed with wars against the Syrians
and Arabians, during the rest of his reign. His foreign
policy at this period was equally vigorous. The king-
dom of the Jews at his death comprehended the coast
from the Tower of Straton to Rhinocorura, Idumea,
Samaria, and considerable provinces to the east of the
Jordan. In the fourth year after his triumph over the
insurgents, Alexander Janneeus was seized with a mor-
tal malady. A disturbed and rebellious kingdom, and
newly conquered provinces, were not likely to submit to
the feeble authority of women and children. The dying

4 Ptolemy Lathyrus had established It is to all this period of Jewish
Demetrius on the throne of Damascus.  history that Tacitus appears vaguely
His brother Philip reigned in Antioch. to allude :—¢ Dum Assyrios penes
Joseph. Ant. xiii, 14, Medosque et Persas Oriens fuit despecs
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king summoned his wife Alexandra, and strongly urged,
as the only means of preserving the kingdom, that on
his death she should throw herself into the arms of the
Pharisaic party, powerful on account of their numbers
and turbulence, and still more from having the people
entirely under their direction. Thus, after an unquiet
and eventful reign of twenty-seven years, Alexander
Janneus died* His widow Alexandra immediately
adopted the policy which he had suggested, and threw
the administration into the hands of the Pharisees.
The change was instant; the greatest honours were
paid to the remains of the unpopular Jannweus, and
the High-priesthood was conferred on his eldest son,
Hyreanus II.

During the whole reign of Alexandra, the wisdom, or
rather the imperious necessity of her husband’s dying
admonition, became more manifest; the throne stood
secure, the whole land, says Josephus, was at rest, except
the Pharisees, who began to execute dreadful reprisals
upon their former adversaries. Having strengthened
their party by a general release of prisoners and recall
of exiles, they began their attack on Diogenes, a favour-
ite of the late king. They next demanded public justice

tissima pars servientium: postquam
Macedones preepotuére rex Antiochus
demere superstitionem et mores Gra-
corum dare adnixus, quominus te-
terrimam gentem in melius mutaret,
Parthorum bello prohibitus est: nam
el tempestate Arsaces desciverat. Tum
Judeei, Macedonibus invalidis, Parthis
nondum adultis (et Romani procul
erant), sibi ipsi reges imposuere; qui
mobilitate vulgi expulsi, resumpta per
arma dominatione, fugas civium, ur-
bium eversiones, fratrum, conjugum,

parentum, neces, aliaque solita regi-
bus ausi, superstitionem fovebant : qnia
honor sacerdotii firmamentum poten-
tiz adsumebatur.” Hist. v. 8, Strabo,
after a strange, loose account of Moses
and the earlier history of the Jews,
jumps to this pericd—"H3n 8¢ Juv
pavepds Tupavvoupérns Ths lovddias,
xpdros &v0’ lepéws dvedefer éavrdy
Baclhea *Arétavdpos.  Lib, xvi. py
762.
= Joseph. Ant. xii. 16,
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on all who had been accessory to the execution of the
800 who were crucified” Alexandra, unable to resist,
was compelled to submit; but her second son, Aristo-
bulus, a man of daring ambition and intrigue, seized the
opportunity of placing himself at the head of the party,
which, though now oppressed, was still powerful. They
appealed to the justice as well as to the mercy of the
queen, and remonstrated on the ingratitude of abandon-
ing the faithful adherents of her husband to the ven-
geance of their enemies. She adopted a measure in-
tended to secure them, without offending the Pharisees ;
they were allowed to leave Jerusalem, and were enrolled

as the garrisons of the frontier cities.

Y According to Rabbinical autho-
rities (Jost, i. 241), the administra-
tion of justice rested during the reign
of Alexandra with Simon b, Schetach
and Judah b. Tabbai, both Pharisees.
One of the great points in dispute
between the two sects was as to the
punishment to be inflicted on false
witnesses in capital cases. The Sad-
ducees maintained that the false wit-
nesses were not to be executed unless
the accused had suffered death through
their perjury. Ben Tabbai put to death
certain false witnesses where the accused
had not lost his life. ¢ As I hope for
comfort,” he said, ¢ to confute the lying
doctrine of the Sadducees” ¢ As I
hope for comfort,” said B. Schetach,
“you hdve done wrong : false witnesses
incur neither death nor stripes, unless
they are all convicted of false witness.”
Ben Tabbai declared that he would never
again deliver a judgment without con-
sulting Ben Schetach. Every day he
prostrated himself on the grave of
them whom he had executed, and im-

To employ the

plored pardon. But Ben Schetach
hung up eighty women, near Ascalon,
for witches, having himself been the
only witness of their dark proceedings
in a cave. In revenge for this, his son
was accused of a capital crime. The
son was condemned to death, As he
was carried to execution the witnesses
declared that they had sworn falsely.
Ben Schetach ordered his son to be
released. ¢ Father, if thou wishest
for the welfare of Israel, let me die.”
Some suppose that the cool-blooded
youth wished to ensure the death of
his perjured enemies. But whether
he was actually put to death does not
appear. Jost, Jud., 244, This is &
curious illustration of the hatred of
the two parties, both zealous for the
written law, but sacrificing their own
lives and those of others for their own
interpretation of it.

Simon ben Schetach, says Jost, was
the soul of the new Pharisaic legisla-
tion.
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restless mind of her son Aristobulus, she sent him, with
a considerable army, under the pretence of checking the
depredations of Ptolemy, who ruled a small independent
kingdom at Chalcis, but with the secret design of seizing
Damascus. Aristobulus succeeded both in the object
contemplated by his mother and in his own; he got
possession of Damascus, and strongly attached the army
to his person.  After a prosperous reign of nine years,
Alexandra fell sick and died; a woman of masculine
understanding and energy of character. Before her
decease, Aristobulus secretly fled from Jerusalem, put
himself at the head of the army, summoned all the
frontier garrisons, which were composed of his own
party, to his assistance, and immediately, upon the
death of his mother, advanced rapidly towards Jerusa-
lem. The Pharisaic party, with Hyrcanus at their head,
scized as hostages the wife and children of Aristobulus,
and hastily raising their forces, met the invader at Jeri-
cho. But the affections of the army were centered in
the bold and enterprising Aristobulus; a great part
deserted, the rest were discomfited, the younger brother
entered Jerusalem, the elder was besieged in the palace
of Baris; till at length the mild and indolent Hyrcanus
consented to yield up the sovereignty, and retire per-
haps to the happier station of a private man. The blow
was fatal to the Pharisaic party.

But an enemy remained, whose descendants were to
be more dangerous opponents to the Asmonean house
even than the Pharisees. Antipater, the father of
Herod, an Idumean.of noble birth, was the son of
Antipas, who had begn governor of that province under
Alexander Jannsus. Antipater had acquired great in-
. fluence over the feeble mind of Hyrcanus as his chief
minister. He had every prospect of enjoying all hut
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the name of a sovereign. He ill brooked the annihila-
tion of his ambitious hopes by the conquest of Aristobu-
lus. At length, after long working on the fears of Hyr-
canus, as if his life were in danger, Antipater persuaded
him to fly to Aretas, the King of Arabia. This kingdom
had silently grown up to considerable power. Petra, its
capital, had become the great emporium of the com-
merce through the Red Sea and Persian Gulf. Aretas
marched an host of 50,000 men against Aristobulus.
The capricious army of the Jews wavered. Aristobulus
suffered a defeat, and fled to Jerusalem. There, aban-
doned likewise by the people, he shut himself up in the
Temple, where the priests prepared for defence. He was
vigorously pressed by Aretas, Antipater, and Hyrcanus.
During this siege two characteristic circumstances took
place. An old man, named Onias, had the fame of
having prayed for rain during a drought, and rain had
immediately fallen. The party of Hyrcanus brought
him out to employ his powerful prayers against Aristo-
bulus. The patriotic old man knelt down, and uttered
these words:—“ O God, the King of the Universe,
since on one side are thy people, on the other thy
priests, I beseech thee hear not the prayers of either to
the detriment of the other.” The cruel and infatuated
populace stoned him to death. The second occurrence
was as follows:—The Passover drew near, and there
were no victims in the Temple for sacrifice. The be-
sieged entered into an agreement that, on payment of a
certain price, lambs should be furnished for the great
national offering. They let baskets down the walls,
but the perfidious besiegers took the money and sent
up the baskets empty, or, as the Rabbins relate with the
deepest horror, loaded with swine.

. An unexpected deliverer at length appeared; a mil{-
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tary officer of that haughty republic which had been
steadily pursuing its way to umiversal dominion; and
now, having trampled under foot the pride and strength
of the great Asiatic monarchies, assumed a right of in-
terfering in the affairs of every independent kingdom.
Rome, who had up to this time been content to awe
Asia and the East with the remote thunders of menace
and admonition, to establish alliances, and to hold her-
self up as the protector of those weak states who im-
plored her aid, and whom it was politic (of justice she
thought not) to support against powerful oppressors, now
appeared in the persons of her consuls and their subor-
dinate officers. Scaurus, the lieutenant of Pompey, had
seized Damascus; the competitors for the Jewish throne
endeavoured to outbid each other for his protection.*
Aristobulus offered 400 talents—Hyrcanus the same.
The rapacious Roman hesitated ; but Aristobulus was in
possession of the public treasures of the Temple, and
therefore most lLikely to make good his terms. Scaurus
sent an order to Aretas to break up the siege; the
Arabian complied. The enterprising Aristobulus, hastily
collecting troops, fell unexpectedly on his rear, and gave
him & signal defeat.

In a short time, Pompey himself arrived at Damascus.
Kings crowded from all sides to pay homage and to con-
ciliate, with splendid presents, the greatest subject of the
republic. The present of the king of Egypt was a gold
crown, worth 4000 pieces of gold; that of Aristobulus a
golden vine, worth 500 talents* After a short absence
in Pontus and Armenia, Pompey returned to Syria,

* Joseph. Ant, xiv, 2, In the ac- & Strabo, according to Josephus,
count, B, J. 1, 6, the bribes were had seen this precious and beautiful
offered only by Aristebulus, piece of workmanship : it wes called
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and the ambassadors of Hyrcanus and Aristobulus
appeared before the tribunal of their master; the wily
Antipater on the part of Hyrcanus—on that of Aris-
tobulus a certain Nicodemus, who had so little address
as to complain of the extortions of the Roman com-
manders, Scaurus and Gabinius. Pompey appointed a
solemn hearing of the cause for the next spring at Da-
mascus, and accordingly, at that time the ambassadors of
Hyrcanus, of Aristobulus, and of the Jewish people,
stood before the tribunal of the Roman. The people
began the charge against both the brothers: they had
usurped (it was urged) an authority which belonged
solely to the High Priests, introduced a kingly despotism,
and reduced a free people to servitude. The ambassador
of Hyrcanus pleaded his superior title as the elder born ;
accused Aristobulus not merely of usurping the throne
of his brother, and degrading him to a private station,
but of committing wanton depredations by land and
piracies by sea, on all the neighbouring states. The
cause of Hyrcanus was supported by mdre than a thou-
sand of the most illustrious of the Jews, suborned by
Antipater. On the part of Aristobulus, the total inca-
pacity of Hyrcanus was strongly pressed; his own pre-
tensions to power were limited to that enjoyed by his
father Alexander. On his behalf appeared a troop of
insolent youths, splendidly arrayed in purple, with flow-
ing hair, and rich armour, who carried themselves as if
they were the true nobles of the land. But Pompey
had a greater object in view than the settlement of

the Delight (repmdAn). Joseph. Ant. not true,” says he; ¢ for the worship
xiv. 3, 1. Tacitus suggests a strange of Bacchus is glad and gay, that of the
conclusion from this vine, found, as Jews absurd and sordid.,”” Was this
ke says, in the Temple—that the Jews vine of Greek workmanship?  Tac.
werc worshippers of Bacchus, “Itwas Hist, v. 5,
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Judaea—the subjugation of Arabia, with the seizure of
Petra and its trade. He dismissed both parties with
great civility, particularly Aristobulus, who had the
power of impeding his designs. Aristobulus, suspecting
the goodness of his own cause, endeavoured to put the
country in a state of defence ; but Pompey, on his return
from Arabia, began to assume a higher tone. He col-
lected his forces, and marched directly into Judea. He
found Aristobulus shut up in a strong citadel on a rock,
called Alexandrion. Aristobulus attempted to nego-
tiate; twice he descended from his place of security
to hold a conference with Pompey; the third time
Pompey forced him to sign written orders for the sur-
render of all his fortresses. The bold and enterprising
spirit of Aristobulus could not brook the disgrace of
submission; too high-minded to yield, too weak to
resist, his conduct shows a degree of irresolution and
vacillation which it is more just to attribute to the dif-
ficulty of his situation than to want of vigour in his
character. He fled to Jerusalem, and prepared for re-
sistance.

Pompey advanced to Jericho, where the Romans were
struck with admiration at the beautiful palm-groves
and gardens of balsam-shrubs, which, originally the
growth of Arabia, flourished in that district with great
luxuriance : their produce had become an important
article of trade.® As he approached Jerusalem, Aristo-
bulus, who found the city too much divided to make
effectual resistance, met him, and offered a large sum of
money, and the surrender of the capital. Gabinius was

b ¢Opes genti ex vectigalibus opo~ sions :—¢ Damascumque tranagressus
balsami crevere, quod in his tantum per nemora alta odorata, per thuris et
regionibus gignitur.” Justin, xxxv. 3. balsami sylvas, Romana circumtulit
Florus uses these remarkable expres signa.” Hist. vi. 2.
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sent forward to take possession of the city, but the
belder party, meantime, had gained the ascendancy,
and he found the gates closed and the walls manned.
Indignant at this apparent treachery, Pompey threw the
king into chains, and advanced in person on Jerusalem.®
The party of Hyrcanus were superior in the city, and
immediately received the invader with open arms. The
soldiery of Aristobulus took possession of the Temple,
and, with the priesthood, cut off all the bridges and
causeways which communicated with the town, and pre-
pared for an obstinate defence. The hill of the Temple,
precipitous on three sides, was impregnable, except from
the north. On that side Pompey made his approaches,
where, nevertheless, there was a rapid descent, flanked
by lofty towers. Notwithstanding the arrival of military
engines from Tyre, this holy citadel held out for three
months, and was only lost through the superstftious ob-
servance of the Sabbath. The Maccabean relaxation of
this law only provided for actual self-defence; the
Romans soon perceived that they might carry on their
works without disturbance on that day. They regularly,
therefore, suspended their assault, but employed the
-time in drawing the engines near the walls, filling up
the trenches, and in other labours, which they carried
on without the least impediment. At the end of the
three months, one of the battering engines threw down
the largest of the towers. Cornelius Faustus, a son of
Sylla, mounted the breach, and, after an obstinate

¢ This view of the proceedings on his advance,
reconciles the somewhat conflicting Dion Cassius writes of the Jews—
accounts in Josephus and in Dion kal ¥ori wapd Tois Pwpaloss T yévos
Cassius, lib. xxxvii, 15. According roiro, KoAovobly uiv 7woAAdxis,
to the latter, Aristobulus was a pri- &vfn8iv 8¢ én{ mAeloToy, Sore Kal és
soner in chains in the camp of Pompey mappnaiay tis voufoews exvikfoas.
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resistance and great loss of life, the Romans remained
masters of the Temple.d During the assault, the priests
had been employed in the daily sacrifice: unmoved by
the terror, and confusion, and carnage around, they
calmly continued their office. Many of them were slain,
many of the more zealous defenders of the Temple threw
themselves headlong down the precipices. The conduct
of the Roman general excited at once the horror and the
admiration of the Jews. He entered the Temple, sur-
veyed every part, and even penetrated and profaned
with his heathen presence the Holy of Holies, into which
the High Priest cntered only once a year. Great was
his astonishment to find this mysterious sanctuary en-
tirely empty, with no statue, or form or symbol of the
Deity, to whom it was consecrated. In the other parts
he found immense riches—the golden table and candle-
sticks, a geat store of precious frankincense, and two
thousand talents in the treasury. All these with gene-

4 Josephus quotes as his Roman
authorities for the taking of Jerusalem
by Pompey, Strabo, Nicolaus of Da-
mascus, and Titus Livius, Cicero pro
Flacco writes thus ;—¢ At Cn, Pom-
peius, captis Hierosolymis, victor ex
illo fano nihil attigit. In primis
hoe, ut multa alia, sapienter, quod in
tam suspiciosa ac maledica civitate
locum sermoni obtrectatorum non
reliquit, non enim, credo, religionem et
Judzorum et hostium impedimento
prastantissimo imperatori, sed pudo-
rem fuisse.” c. 28. Compare Tac.
Hist, v. 5. The account in Dion
Cassius is so singularly coincident with
that of Josephus, that it may have
been taken from it, Compare Strabo,
gvi.; Appian, Syriac. l.; Mithridat,
evi,, cxvii, In the inscription re-!

lating the names of the captive kings
subdued by Pompey appears the King
of the Nabathwans, not the King of
the Jews, See the quotation above
from Dion Cassius ; he proceeds :—xal
pdhigl ¥ Tav pév EAAwv Oedv
bvdéva Tiudow, &va 8¢ Twa loxvpas
oeBovat. 'Ovd &yarua dvdty &v av-
Tois xote Tols “Iepocorduots ¥oxor
&ppnrov 8¢ 3% kal deidi durdy voul-
ovres Tvai, wepioodrara Avbpdmay
Opnorévougi. Dion goes on to admire
the splendour of the Temple.

Cicero in one place writes of Pompey
as ‘noster Hierosolymarius ”—thus
seeming to attach great importance to
the occupation of Jerusalem even among
the splendid services of Pompey. The
passage is in the oration pro Flacco.
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rosity not less noble because it was politic, he left
untouched—commanded the Temple to be purified from
the carnage of his soldiers—nominated Hyrcanus to the
priesthood, though without the royal diadem. Then,
having appointed the stipulated tribute which the
country was to pay—demolished the walls of the city—
and limited the dominions of Hyrcanus to Judwa—
he departed, carrying with him Aristobulus, his two
sons and two daughters, as prisoners to Rome. Alex-
ander, the elder son, on the journey, made his escape ;
but the Jewish king and his second son adorned the
splendid triumph of the conqueror. The magnanimity
of Pompey, in respecting the treasures of the Temple,
could not obliterate the deeper impression of hatred ex-
cited by his profanation of the sacred precincts. The
Jews beheld with satisfaction the decline of Pompey’s
fortune, which commenced from this period,%nd attri-
buted it entirely to his sacrilegious impiety. Throughout
the world they embraced the party of Casar, fortunate,
inasmuch as the course they followed from blind passion
conduced eventually to their real interests, and obtained
for them important privileges and protection from the
imperial house.

Alexander, the son of Aristobulus, inherited the
daring and active courage of his father ; he soon gathered
a considerable force, and garrisoned Machaerus, Hyr-
cania, and the strong fort of Alexandrion. Hyreanus
hastily summoned the Romans to his assistance. Gabi-
nius entered Judwa, and, having defeated Alexander,
for the Jews could make no great stand in the open
field, besieged him in Alexandrion. While the siege
lasted, to secure the affections of the provinces, Gabinius
commanded many of the cities which the Asmoneans
had destroyed, to be rebuilt—Samaria, Dora, Scythod
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polis, Gaza, and other towns. In the mean time, the
mother of Alexander, who had always espoused the
Roman party, by her interest with Gabinius brought
about a treaty, in which Alexander received an amnesty
for his insurrection, on condition of surrendering his
fortresses. No sooner was he subdued, than Aristobulus
himself and his younger son, having escaped from Rome,
raised again the standard of revolt, but with worse for-
tune; for, though many of the Jews deserted to his
banner, and he had time to refortify Alexandrion, he
was taken, after being severely wounded, and sent back
in chains to Rome. The interest of the mother procured
the intercession of Gabinius for the release of her son
Antigonus, which was granted by the senate. Aristo-
bulus remained a prisoner. Gabinius, in the interval
between these insurrections, reorganized the whole
government of the country ; he deprived the High Priest
of the royal authority, and established five independent
senates or sanhedrins, according to the form of the great
Sanhedrin of seventy-one, which perhaps had existed
from the Captivity. The places where the sanhedrins
sat, were Jerusalem, Jericho, Gadara, Amathus, and
Sepphoris.  This form of government lasted till Julius
Cesar re-invested Hyrcanus with the supreme dignity,
Gabinius, with Mark Antony, who had signalized his
valour during three campaigns, as his master of the horse,*
now determined on the conquest of Egypt; but scarcely
had he drawn off his troops from Syria, when the restless
Alexander appeared again in arms, and drove the few
remaining Romans into a strong position on Mount
Gerizim, “where he hesieged them. On the return of
Gabinius, Alexander had the courage to meet him, at

¢ Plutarch, Vit, Antonii,
YOL. II. E
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the head of 80,000 men, in the open field, near Mount
Tabor ; but the irresistible Roman discipline bore all
before it, and the Jewish prince was obliged to take
flight.

It was singular, and the fact strongly tended to con-
firm the Jews in their conviction that they were under
the especial protection of the Almighty, that the worst
enemies of their nation seemed marked for disaster and
disgrace. Gabinius no sooner returned to Rome, than
he was ignominiously banished for his rapacity and mal-
versations. The fate of Crassus in Parthia followed
almost immediately on his sacrilegious plunder of the
Jewish Temple. When the rapacious triumvir entered
Jerusalem on his way to that fatal expedition, the High
Priest, Eleazar, attempted to appease his avarice by the
surrender of a bar of gold of immense value, concealed
within a hollow beam of wood, known to none but himself.
This offering only whetted the appetite of Crassus; he
pillaged without remorse all that Pompey had spared,
even the sacred treasures, and all that had since accu-
mulated ;—for the Jews, now spread throughout almost
all the world, made it a part of religion to send an
annual contribution for the service of the Temple. This
sum was so large, even in Italy, that Cicero, in his
oration in defence of Flaccus, seems to urge the wisdom
of a similar measure to that adopted by his client in
Asia Minor, a prohibition of the practice, as draining
the Roman provinces of their wealth. Hence the plunder

f ¢ Cum aurum, Judeorum nomine,
quotannis ex Italid, et ex omnibus
provinciis, Hierosolyma exportar: so-
leret, Flaccus sanxit edicto, ne ex Asid
exportari liceret. Quis est Judices,
qui hoc non verd laudare possit? Ex-
portari aurum non oportere, cum sxpe

antea senatus, tum, me consule, gra-
vissim® judicavit. Huic autem bar-
bare superstitioni resistere, severitatis;
multitudinem Judzorum, flagrantem
nonnunquam in concionibus, pro re-
publicd contemnere, gravitatis summe
fuit.” This very 1emarkable passage
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of Crassus from the Temple of Jerusalem, estimated at
ten thousand talents, according to Prideaux, near two
millions of money, though perhaps exaggerated, may not
be so remote from truth.

During the great civil war, the fate of Judea, like
that of the world, hung in trembling suspense. Ceesar,
master of Rome, sent Aristobulus an order to create a
diversion in the province of Palestine. The partisans of
Pompey contrived to poison the ill-fated monarch ; and
Scipio publicly executed his gallant son Alexander at
Antioch. Thus Hyrcanus, or rather Antipater under his
name, retained the sovereignty.® After the death of
Pompey, in that romantic war which Cewsar, delaying to
assume the empire of the universe, waged in Egypt in
favour of Cleopatra, the prudent Antipater rendered
him essential service. He facilitated the march of
Mithridates, king of Pergamus, Cewsar’s ally, to his
relief, and contributed to the reduction of Pelusium;
conciliated the Egyptian Jews, who had espoused the
opposite party, and greatly distinguished himself in an
important battle. His reward was the full re-establish-
ment of Hyrcanus in the High-priesthood ; for himself,

(see the conclusion above) shows,
curiously enough, the Jews as already
exporters of gold, though but religious
offerings, yet affecting the markets of
the world; their great numbers, and
clamour in the public assemblies in
the cities of Asia Minor; the astonish-
ment that Pompey had the moderation,
for which Cicero is perplexed to ac-
count, not to plunder the Temple, and
was unwilling to expose himself to the
reproaches of a people so likely to be
heard as the Jews.

According to Appian there were
Jewish as well as Syrian and Pheni-
cian troops in the army of Pompey at
Pharsalia (B. C. ii. 71). They were
probably forced levies.

& Joseph, Ant. xiv. 8, 1. Josephus
had quoted a passage in Strabo in
which the geographer asserts that a
large part of Alexandria was assigned
to the Jews, and that they formed a
fourth part, or class, of the inhabitants

of the Cyrenaica (xiv. 7, 3).

x 2
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the rigits of Roman citizenship, and the appointment
of Procurator over the whole of Judma. The first care
of the new government was to rebuild the walls of Jeru-
salem, prostrate since the siege by Pompey ; but before
long, Antipater, still further presuming on the incapacity
of Hyrcanus and the protection of the Romans, ap-
pointed his elder son Phasael to the government of Jeru-
salem, and the younger, Herod, to that of Galilee. Herod,
though but fifteen years old, according to Josephus,'
began immediately to develop his natural decision and
severity of character. He seized a notorious captain of
banditti, Hezekiah, who had been the terror of all the
country, and put him to death, with almost the whole of
his band. The leading Jews, jealous of the Idumean in-
fluence, persuaded the feeble Hyrcanus that the execution
of these robbers without trial was an infringement of the
law. Herod was summoned to Jerusalem, to answer for
his offence. He appeared in arms before the affrighted
Sanhedrin ; not a voice was raised against him, till at last
Sameas,* a man of high integrity, rose and rebuked him
for appearing, not in the humble garb of a criminal, but
thus clad in purple and armour. To the honour of
Herod, when subsequently he slew the whole Sanhedrin,
he spared the life of Sameas. The timid Hyrcanus ad-
journed the trial, and sent secret intimation to Herod to

b Josephus inserts the treaty of
peace decreed by the Senate with a
decree of the Athenians highly favour-
able to the Jews, Ant. xiv. 8.

i Josephus says that Herod at this
time was only 15, but in the year 47
B.C. he must have been at least from
20 to 25. He lived 70 years ac-
cording to Josephus, reigned 34, reck-
ouing from the siege by Agrippa and

Gallus, B.C. 37 to A.C. 4.

X This is the Shammai of the Rab-
bins, who, with Pollion (Abtaleon),
were the great Rabbins of this period.
See below, p. 61,

According to Salvador this Sameas
and Pollio, also mentioned about this
time, were Schammai and Hillel.
Salvador, Domination Romaine en
Judee, i, 281,
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escape. He took refuge at Damascus with Sextus Caesar,!
in whose favour he rose with great rapidity, and ob-
tained, by means of a bribe, the military command of
Ceelesyria. He then advanced against Jerusalem, but
on the intervention of his father Antipater, withdrew
his forces.

After the death of Casar, the great protector of Hyrca-
nus and of the Jews,™ Cassius assumed the administration
of Syria. Judwa was heavily oppressed by his rapacity.
Though Antipater and his sons undertook, with Malichus,
a powerful Jew, the collection of the tribute, so severe
were the exactions (the Roman exacted the enormous sum
of 700 talents), that the whole population of some towns
were sold as slaves, and Malichus himself would not have
escaped the resentment of Cassiug, had not Hyrcanus
lefrayed the deficiency in his accounts. The dexterous
Herod had contrived to insinuate himself into the favour
of Cassius by prompt and profuse payments; but
Malichus, head of the Jewish faction, seized the oppor-
tunity to undermine the Idumean influence in Jerusalem.
He contrived to poison Antipater, who is said to have
saved his life by his intercession with Ceesar, and at the
same time to exculpate himself from all participation in
the crime.” By the advice of his cautious brother, Pha-
sacl, Herod dissembled his vengeance; till, at length,
after much subtle intrigue on both sides, he got Malichus
into his power, and caused him to be murdered. The

1 It seems that he wasin correspond- edicts of Camsar and the Senate in
ence with Sextus Cesar, and had favour of the Jews, granting to Hyr-
ensured his powerful protection :— canus and to them, among various
Zéfros  pévro, & Ths Zuplas immunities, the city of Joppa, and
fryepdw, ypdde: mapakaAdv Tpkavdy the privilege of observing the Sabbath
dmohdoar Td ‘HpdBny, Joseph. Ant. and the Sabbatical Year (xiv. 10),
xv. 9 4. » Joseph. Ant, xiv. 11, 4,

m Josephus inserts a mnumber of
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- feeble Hyrcanus witnessed the bloody deed, and fainted
away: but when Herod asserted that the assassination
was by the order of Cassius, he humbly acquiesced, and’
declared Malichus a wicked enemy of his country.
Cassius had protected Herod; but no sooner had he
left Syria, than the adverse faction rallied, Felix, the
Roman commander in Jerusalem, taking their side.
They were suppressed by the vigour of Phasael. A new
enemy arose in the person of Antigonus, the surviving
son of Aristobulus, who, with his brother-in-law the king
of Chalcis, advanced into Galilee. They were repulsed
and defeated by Herod.

In the mean time, the fate of the world was decided
at Philippi.® Herod, ever a dexterous worshipper of the
rising sun, hastened to render his allegiance to the con-
queror, and, knowing the character of the man, made
acceptable offerings, in the shape of large sums of money,
to the victorious Mark Antony. Henceforth the Roman
was deaf to the complaints of Herod’s enemies. Ho .
issued several edicts favourable to Hyrcanus and the
nation in general, particularly commanding the libera-
tion of those Jews whom Cassius had sold for slaves,
but appointed Phasael and Herod tetrarchs of the
province.

An unexpected power advanced upon the scene.
Judeea was again to be the prize and the victim of the
strife for empire between the East and the West; as of
old between Babylon and Egypt, between the Seleucidem
and the Ptolemies, so now between Rome and Parthia.
Two years after, the Parthians under Pacorus, the king’s

© See in Josephus the proclamation murder of Ceesar, i & kal Tdv HAiov
which alludes to the battle of Philippi, &weorpdpfar Sokotuer, ds xal dvrds
the defeat of the enemies of gods and &nd@s émeide Td éml Kafoapt udoos.
men, The sun refused to behold the (iv. 12, 3.)
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son, entered Syria and Asia Minor, and overran the
whole region. A part of their army, under Barzapharnes,
toolk possession of Ceelesyria. Antigonus, the last re-
maining branch of the Asmonean race, determined to
risk his fortune on the desperate hazard of Parthian pro-
tection ; he offered 1000 talents and 500 Jewish women
of the noblest families—a strange Oriental compact—as
the price of his restoration to the Jewish kingdom.
Antigonus, himself, raised a considerable native force,
and entered Judeea, followed by Pacorus, the cup-bearer
of the king, who had the same name with the king’s son.
Antigonus fought his way to Jerusalem, and by means
of his party entered the city. Of the ambassadors of the
adverse party, some he allowed Herod, some his own
soldiers, to massacre. Herod being received with mutiny
in Jerusalem, he put to death those whom he had im-
prisoned. Jerusalem was torn asunder by the contend-
ing factions; and the multitudes who came up at the
feast of Pentecost, adopting different parties, added to
the fierce hostility and mutual slaughter. The Anti-
gonians held the Temple, the Hyrcanians the palace;
and, daily contests taking place, the streets ran with
blood. Antigonus at length invidiously proposed to
submit their mutual differences to the arbitration of
Pacorus, the Parthian general. Phasael weakly con-
sented, and Pacorus, admitted within the town, pre-
vailed on the infatuated Phasael to undertake a journey
with Hyrcanus, and to submit the cause to Barza-
pharnes, the commander-in-chief. He set forth on this
ill fated expedition, and was at first received with
courtesy : the plan of the Parthians being to abstain
from violence till they had seized Herod, who, having
vainly remonstrated with his brother on his imprudence,
remained in the city. But the crafty Herod, receiving
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warning from his brother, whose suspicions had been
too late awakened, fled towards Masada. He took with
him the female part of the family, his mother, his sister,
and his betrothed wife Mariamne, of the Asmonean
house, and her mother, the daughter of Hyrcanus. The
journey was extremely dangerous, and at one time Herod
in despair had almost attempted his own life. At Masada,
a strong fortress on the western shore of the Dead Sea,
he received succours brought by his brother Joseph
from Idumea. Him he left in command at Masada,
and retired himself into Arabia; from thence to Egypt,
and at length to Rome. In the mean time Hyrcanus
and Phasael had been made prisoners; the former,
Antigonus not wishing to put him to death, was in-
capacitated for ever from the office of High Priest,
by the mutilation of his ears. Phasael anticipated the
executioner by beating his brains out against the wall of
his prison.?

Notwithstanding their alliance with Antigonus, who
assumed the sovereignty, the Parthians plundered the
city, and ravaged the country. Herod, however, pros-
pered in Rome beyond his most ambitious hopes; his
design had been to set up the claim of Aristobulus, the
brother of the beautiful Mariamne, to whom he was be-
trothed. This youth united the titles both of Hyrcanus
and Aristobulus, being the son of Alexander, the elder
son of Aristobulus by the daughter of Hyrcanus.? But

® It was reported, no doubt to make
the Parthians more odious, and the re-
port was naturally adopted by the his.
torians in the party of Herod, that the
wound inflicted on himself by Phasael
was not mortal, but that physicians
were sent who poisoned the wound,

Jos. Ant. xiv, 13, 10.

9 Ewald, not without grouud,
doubts Josephus’s account of this,
“Dann hitte er eben kein Herodes
gewesen sein miissen.” That Herod
was in earnest in this proposal, or did
it from any motives of loyalty, or from
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Augustus and Antony united in conferring the erown of
Judeea on Herod himself. Herod was not a man to de-
cline, or not to make the most of the favours of fortune ;
he wasted no time in the courtly circle, or in the luxuries
of Rome. In seven days he despatched all his business,
returned to his ships at Brundusium, and after an ab-
sence of scarcely three months, landed at Ptolemais.
The fortress of Masada,” in which his brother and his
beautiful bride were shut up, was his first object; the
Parthians had broken up on the advance of the Roman
general Ventidius and left Antigonus to defend himself
as well as he could. Antigonus had almost reduced
Masada, which, but for a timely rain which filled the
water-tanks, was reduced to the greatest extremity from
drought. Herod speedily raised a force, united with
some Roman auxiliaries under Silo, took Joppa, overran
Galilee, relicved Masada, and sat down before Jeru-
salem. Silo was a man equally perfidious and rapacious;
by assisting both parties, he enriched himself. Hitherto
he had befriended Herod: now, under pretext of a
mutiny among his soldiers for want of provisions, he
broke up the siege of Jerusalem, pillaged Jericho,
where MHerod had laid up ample stores for both
armies, and retired into winter quarters® Herod,
unable with his own forces to undertake the invasion
of Judewa, fixed his head quarters at Samaria, and em-
ployed his time in reducing Galilee, then infested by
bands of daring robbers, who dwelt in caves among
the wild and craggy mountainous districts of Upper
Galilee. A great number he drove beyond Jordan, the

any other motive but policy, may | r Massada will assume still further
assuredly be doubted. Ewald, p. 466, | importance as the history proceeds,
Tote, © Joseph. Ant. xiv. 13, 3,
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rest he surprised in their dens. Chests full of armed
men were let down by windlasses from the precipices
above the caves; when they were thus landed at the
mouths of the caves, the soldiers transfixed those they
could reach with harpoons, and finally set fire to the
caves. One desperate old man slew his wife and
children, threw them down the precipice, and dashed
himself after them.

The next year the campaign against Antigonus was
renewed. The Roman auxiliaries, two legions and 1000
horse, were under the command of Machewras. Silo had
been called away by Ventidius to aid him in putting an
end to the Parthian war, and Macheras, on the defeat
and death of Pacorus, sent to support the cause of
Herod.! Machwras being repulsed from the walls of
Jerusalem, revenged the affront on the Jewish followers
of Herod, who retreated to Samaria, and from thence
departed to Samosata, to pay his homage and lodge his
complaints before Antony, who was engaged in the
giege of that city. Antony commanded Sosius to march
to the aid of Herod; two legions were sent for-
ward, Sosius followed with a much larger army. Joseph,
his brother, was left in command in Judeea, with strict
injunctions not to risk a battle; he disobeyed, was
routed and slain. Herod, on his return, revenged his
death by the total discomfiture of Pappus, the general
of Antigonus. Antigonus had ordered the head of
Joseph to be cut off; Herod sent the head of Pappus to
his brother Pheroras.® 1In the spring of the next year
Herod formed the regular siege of Jerusalem ; during
the siege he returned to Samaria to consummate his
marriage with Mariamne, and having thus formed an

¢t Joseph. Ant. xiv. 15. u Joseph. Ant. xiv, 18,
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intimate connexion with the line of the Asmonean
princes, he hastened to secure his throne by the conquest
of the capital. Jerusalem held out for above half-a-
year; it was a Sabbatical year, and they were hard
pressed by famine. The Romans under Sosius, furious
at the obstinato resistance, after the capture gave loose
to all their revengeful cruelty and rapaciousness. It
was only through the interference of Herod, who bitterly
expostulated on the indignity of leaving him king not of
a noble city, but of a desert, that the whole town
escaped destruction.* Herod exerted himself with no less
encrey and success in preventing the heathen soldiers
from penetrating into the Holy places ; with his charac-
teristic sagacity, never overlooking an opportunity of
working either on the popular feeling, or on that of his
Roman confederates, for his own advantage. Antigonus
craved his lifein a mean and abject manner from Sosius,
to whom he had surrendered. The stern Roman treated
his unmanly weakness with” contempt, called him by the
feminine name Antigone, not Antigonus, and sent him
in chains to Antony. There, at the solicitation of Herod,
he was put to death by the barbarous and insulting

stroke of the common lictor.”

x Dion Cassius (xlviii. 22) writes
of this siege :—moAA& uty 3% kal of

Y Let us hear another, a modern
Jewish view of this :—* Mais en

Tovdaio: Tobs Pwualovs &pacav (1d
ydp yévos durdv Qupuwdiv, mkpérardy
¥ori) wOANG 8¢ 3) wAelw dutol
¥rafov. He adds that Jerusalem
was taken on the Sabbath: &y 7§
Tol Kpbrov kal Tdre fuépg bvouas-
udvp; and that the prisoners taken
by Sosius entreated permission to go
up to the Temple to be present at the
accustomed rites,

admettant ces larmes pour vraies,
toute la conduite précédente d’Anti-
gone et ces combats attestent qua
cette heure solennelle il n’était pas ému
du seul danger de sa propre vie. Il
pleurait la nationalité si chére & ses
aleux, qui venait d’dtre frappée dans
sa racine; il pleurait 7hérolque race
des Maccabées, qui tombait définitive-
ment devant l'audace et I'intrigue d’un
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homme que Iindignation du prince
qualifiait depuis longtemps de mise-
rable Iduméen.” Salvador, i. p. 300,

Plutarck (Vit. Antonii) and Dion
Cassius observe that this was the
first king thus put to death by the
Roman lictor. Dion adds that he was

DEATH OF ANTIGONTUS.

Book X,

first scourged—the usual preliminary
of Roman decapitation. I agree with
Salvador in indignation at the want of
indignation in Josephus, who represents
the death of Antigonus as the just
reward of his pusillanimity.
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BOOK XL

HEROD.

Accession — Battle of Actium — Death of Mariamne — Magnificence
of Herod — Scbaste built — Rebuilding of the Temple — Cesarea
— Sons of Mariamne — Death of Antipater — Death of Herod.

Trus Herod the Great, the last independent sovereign
of Palestine, became master of his dominions. So far
his career had been marked with uncommon ability ;
nor had it been disgraced by unusual atrocity. With
signal penetration he had cluded the arts, by the rapi-
dity and decision of his measures triumphed over the
open hostilities, of his antagonists : by his knowledge of
the Roman character, and that of the successive extra-
ordinary men who had held the destiny of the world at
their command, he had secured not merely their pro-
tection, but their friendship.* Still his situation was
difficult and precarious; it demanded his utmost dexte-
rity and vigour, and unhappily gave him the tyrant’s
plea of necessity for the most relentless cruelties. The
mass of the people were still ardently attached to the
great Asmonean family ; the faction of Antigonus was
strong in Jerusalem. Against the latter he proceeded
without scruple, put to death forty-five of the chiefs, and
confiscated all their property. The whole Sanhedrin
fell victims to his vengeance, excepting Sameas (Sche-
majah) and Pollio (Abtaleon).> The two latter, during

8 Joseph. Ant. xv. 1, 2.
b These two great Rabbina were sons cf proselytes.
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the siege, had endeavoured to persuade the city to capi-
tulate. The rest had raised the popular cry—¢ The
Temple of the Lord! the Temple of the Lord!” and
excited a strong enthusiasm against the alien from the
blood of Israel.® The appointment to the office of High
Priest caused the greatest embarrassment. The nation
would never have endured the usurpation of that dignity
by an Idumean stranger. Hyrcanus, the old patron
of the Herodian family, returned from his honourable
captivity in Parthia; he was received with every mark
of outward respect by Herod, but the mutilation of his
ears by Antigonus disqualified him for reinstatement in
his function. Herod invited Ananel, an obscure man,
of the lineage of the High Priest, from Babylon.? Alex-
andra, the widow of that gallant Alexander, the son of
Aristobulus, who was executed by Scipio, beheld this
choice with secret indignation. She was a high-minded
and ambitious woman: the marriage of her daughter,
Mariamne, to Herod, aggravated, rather than palliated,
the indignity of excluding her son, the rightful heir of
both the Asmonean families, from the priesthood. Un-
scrupulous as to her means of vengeance, she sent the
pictures of her two children, a son and her daughter
the wife of Herod, both of exquisite beauty, to Antony,
in order, by this unnatural and odious scheme, to work
on the passions of the voluptuous triumvir.® Herod

¢ Compare Jost, Jud, i. 253.

Jost distinguishes between Shemajah
(so he renders Sameas) and Schamn.ai,
the colleague and rival of the famous
Hillel. These two schools began five
or six years after the accession of
Herod,

d 1t is well to observe that Josephus

many myriads of Jews were settled in
Babylonia. Ant, xv. 8. 1,

¢ I must leave in Greek as much as
I may of the repulsive part of this
transaction, too characteristic of the
Romans, and especially of Antony,
and too striking an illustration of the
insolence of the Romans, and of the

takes the opportunity of saying that | fanaticist of Jewish faction, and, alas!
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was seized with apprehension, changed at once his
policy, displaced Ananel, and instead of sending him,
as desired, to Antony, installed the young Aristobulus
in the pontificate. Dut mistrust and hatred had
taken too deep root. Alexandra was detected in a
secret correspondence with Cleopatra; and a plan
which she had formed to fly with her son to the court
of Egypt was only disconcerted by the excessive vigi-
lance of Herod.! Worse than all this, when the lovely
boy of seventeen, the heir of their rightful princes,
appeared before the assembled nation at the Feast of
Tabernacles, in the splendid costume of the High Priest,
and performing his solemn office with the most perfect
grace, the popular feeling was too evident to be mis-
taken. Herod saw that his own suspicions were sadly
verified ; he had raised up a dangerous rival to his
power in the young Asmonean. He dissembled his
jealousy, and joined in the general admiration ; but,
contriving shortly after to remove the youth to Jericho,
he caused him to be drowned by his companions while
bathing in a tank.® He assumed great grief on the me-
lancholy event, and attempted to divert the popular
indignation by a splendid funeral. But the people were

of their profound corruption by Greek
manners, éréorTeAAe d¢ méumev TOV

is the “ moriture Delli in the beauti-
ful ode of Horace (Lib. ii. 3). Antony

maida oby éumpemelq, mpoaTifels, &
Y Bapd Soxolp: TouTdy dwevexfev-
Twy wpds 'Hpddnv, olx dopaies
expwev, Gpa Te kaAhotov YvTa,
dxkadexaérns yap &y Ervyxave . .

Ant. xv. 6. Herod’s only fear
was the influence which the youth
might obtain over the Triumvir, and
that the throne of Judea might be the
reward of his shame, Dellius, the
agent of Antony in this foul intrigue,

would not send for Mariamne, because
she was the wife of Herod, and be-
cause he was afraid of exciting the
Jealousy of Cleopatra.

f The plot was betrayed by one
Sabbia, who was eager to obtain for-
giveness from Herod for his suspected
complicity in the poisoning of Herod’s
father, Antipater.

£ Ant. xv. 3, 3,
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not deceived, still less the heart of the bereaved and
wretched parent. Alexandra sent intelligence of the
murder to Cleopatra, who espoused her cause with the
warmest interest of a woman and a mother ; not with-
out some secret suggestion from her ambition, which
already began to look towards Judea as a valuable pro-
vince of Egypt. Antony was at the height of his devo-
tion to the luxurious queen: the ruin of Herod seemed
inevitable. With his characteristic boldness he deter-
mined to try the effect of his personal presence, which
might awaken early friendship and give weight to
those more powerful arguments, the immense bribes,
with which he hoped to secure his cause. He obeyed
the summons of Antony to appear before him at Lao-
dicea. He left Jerusalem under the government of
his uncle Joseph ; he entrusted to his care not merely
his interests, but his incomparable Mariamne. He went,
certainly, to danger, perhaps to death; and, with a
strange jealousy, he could not endure that any one
should possess his wife, even after his death, least of all
the licentious Antony. He left a secret charge with
Joseph, that if he should fail in his mission, Mariamne was
to be immediately put to death. During his absence,
the incautious Joseph betrayed this secret order to
Mariamne. Her mother excited her to revenge. A
sudden rumour spread abroad that Herod had been slain
by Antony. Alexandra and Mariamne began to take im-
mediate measures for securing the royal authority,® but
intelligence of an opposite nature frustrated their plans.
Not merely had Antony contemptuously, notwithstand-
ing the adverse influence of Cleopatra, dismissed the

b Alexandra had hopes that if An- | safe, No one, least of all the Triumvir,
tony saw Mariamne, their cause was | could resist her irresistible beauty.
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charges against Herod; he had seated the Jewish king
besxde his throne, 1nv1’ced him to his luxurious banquets,
added the province of Celesyria to his dominions. On
the return of Herod, his sister, Salome, wounded at the
. haughtiness with which she had ever been treated by
the proud Asmonean princess, endeavoured to poison
his mind with suspicions of his wife. She accused her
of too intimate correspondence with Joseph, the go-
vernor, her own husband. Yet the beauty of Mariamne,
once seen, overpowered every emotion but that of un-
bounded love. ATnhappily, in the transport of tender
reconciliation, Mariamne asked, whether, if he had
really loved her, he would have given that fatal order
for her death. Herod sprang from her arms in fury.
The betrayal of this secret warranted his worst suspi-
cions; it could not have been yielded up but at the
price of her honour. He would have slain her on the
spot, but her loveliness, even then, disarmed him; his
whole vengeance fell on Joseph and Alexandra. The
first he executed, the second he imprisoned with every
mark of insult. Cleopatra, in the mean time, having
been unable to extort the gift of Judea from her para-
mour, was obliged to content herself with the balsam
gardens near Jericho. On her return from accompa-
nying Antony in his campaign to the Euphrates, she
entered Jerusalem, and Herod was in as great danger
from her love as from her hate. Whether from pru-
dence or dislike, he repelled the advances of Cleopatra,
and even entertained some thoughts of delivering him-
self from a dangerous neighbour, and Antony from a
fatal and imperious mistress, by her assassination. His
friends dissuaded him from the hazardous measure. A
short time after, he found himself engaged in a war,
which he entered into with the ostensible design of
VOL. II. F
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enforcing Cleopatra’s right of tribute over Malchus,
king of Arabia. By complying with the wishes of
Antony on this point, the dexterous politician escaped
taking any prominent part in the great war between the
Eastern and Western world, which was to award the em-
pire to Antony or to Octavius. In his first invasion of
Arabia Herod was successful; but afterwards, through
the treachery of Athenion, who commanded the troops
of Cleopatra, met with so signal a defeat, that he was
constrained to change the war into one of sudden irrup-
tions into the border of the enemy, without risking a
battle. A more tremendous blow fell on Judea—an
earthquake, which threw down many cities, and de-
stroyed 30,000 lives. Though the army of Herod,
encamped in the open air, escaped the frightful effects
of the earthquake, the Arabs scized the opportunity of
this disaster, and put the Jewish ambassadors to death.
But this conduct enabled Herod to rouse the national
spirit, and the Arabians, defeated with the loss of 5000
men, were besieged in their camp. Many surrendered
from want of water ; the rest made a desperate but fatal
sally, in which 7000 more perished.

Still, though not personally engaged in the battle of
Actium, Herod had reason to apprehend the triumph of
Octavius Caesar.  Having secured every thing at home,
he determined to meet the youthful conqueror at
Rhodes.! While one remnant of the Asmonean race
survived, his throne was less secure; and the old Hyr-
canus, now eighty years of age, at length paid the last
penalty for having unhappily been born to a lofty sta-
tion for which he was unfit. The documents in the

! Josephus is here seized with an and inserts a long oration of Herod
unhappy ambition of rivalling Thucy- (xv. 5, 4),
dides and the great Greek historians,
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royal archives of Herod accused the poor old man of
having been persuaded, by his intriguing daughter,
Alexandra, into a treasonable correspondence with the
Arabian king ; other accounts ascribe the invention of
the plot to Herod. At all events, it was fatal to Hyr-
canus, who thus closed a life of extraordinary vicissi-
tude, borne with constitutional indolence, by a violent
death. This done, Herod committed the government
to his brother, Pheroras; sent his mother, sister, and
children to Masada ; and committed Mariamne and
her mother to the charge of his own faithful partisans,
Soémus (the Iturean) and Joseph (his steward), in the
fortress of Alexandrion. They had the same extraordinary
injunctions which he had before left, that, in case of his
death, Mariamne should be despatched. He then set
sail for Rhodes. He appeared before the conqueror,
without the diadem, but with all the dignity of an inde-
pendent sovereign. He addressed Octavius in a speech,
which, disdaining apology, enlarged on his obligations,
and avowed his attachment to Antony. He declared
that, as a friend, he had given him the best advice;
such advice as might have made him again formidable
to Cwsar ; he had begged him to put Cleopatra to death,
and vigorously resume the war. ‘ Antony,” he pursued,
“adopted a counsel more fatal to himself, more advanta-
geous to you. If, then, attachment to Antony be a
crime, I plead guilty; but if, having thus seen how
steady and faithful I am in my friendships, you deter-
mine to bind me to your fortunes by gratitude, depend
on the same firmness and fidelity.” This lofty tone
and generous sentiment won the kindred heart of the
arbiter of the world’s destinies. Ceesar commanded the
dignified suppliant to resume the diadem, treated him
with great distinction, and Herod returned to Judea, to
F2



68 DOMESTIC DISSENSIONS. Book XI.

the admiration of his partisans, and the terror of his
enemies, thus constantly breaking forth with greater
splendour from every transient cloud of danger. Ceasar
passed from Rhodes to Asia Minor; thence through
Syria to Egypt. Herod met him at Ptolemais, made
him a present of eight hundred talents, and, by the
splendour of his entertainment, and the provisions with
which he furnished his army, still further conciliated his
favour. After the conquest of Egypt, Octavius restored
to him the part of his own territory formerly bestowed
on Cleopatra, with Gadara, Hippo, Samaria, and the ma-
ritime towns of Joppa, Anthedon, Gaza, and the Tower
of Straton.

Thus, abroad, success seemed to wait on all the de-
signs of Herod: the neighbouring kings might admire
and envy the good fortune, or rather the consummate
ability, with which he extricated himself from all his
difficulties, and continued advancing in the career of
prosperity and power; but at home, the most miserable
peasant might compassionate the wretchedness which
filled his palace with dissension, crime, and bloodshed.
The magnificence of Herod’s public life is strangely
contrasted with the dark tragedy of his domestic his-
tory. Mariamne had again extorted the fatal charge
entrusted to Soémus; and indignant at the jealous de-
termination of her husband that she should not survive
him, she met him on his return with repulsive indif-
ference, and even with undissembled dislike ; she
listened without joy to the recital of his perilous escape
and his wonderful success; she hardly disguised her
grief. Herod struggled between his love and his indig-
nation ; till one day, instead of submitting to his ca-
resses, in the height of her passion she reproached him,
in terms of the utmost bitterness, with his barbarous
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conduct to her relations. The envious Salome watched
every opportunity of inflaming the resentment of her
brother; and sutborned his cup-bearer to accuse Mari-
amne of having bribed him to administer a poisonous
philtre, or love-potion, to his master. Herod commanded
her favourite cunuch, to whom all her secrets were en-
trusted, to be put to the rack. The tortured man denied
all knowledge of the poison, but exclaimed that the
conduct of his mistress was entirely owing to the infor-
mation she had received from Soémus. <Furious at this
new proof of her infidelity, he ordered Soémus to be
despatched at once, and summoned Mariamne before
a tribunal of judges who were too much in dread of his
power not to pass the sentence of death. Still Herod
hesitated ; he had no immediate intention of proceeding
further than imprisonment ; but his mother and sister
so worked on his moody and violent temper, that he at
length issued the fatal orders for her execution. To the
horror of the spectators, her mother Alexandra assailed
the wretched Mariamne, as she went to death, with a
violent invective against her ingratitude to so gentle
and affectionate a husband, loudly declaring that she
deserved the fate she was about to suffer. The queen
passed on in silence with the dignity of conscious
virtue. Though deeply wounded at this disgraceful and
hypocritical conduct of her mother, who thus sought to
avert the suspicions of Herod from herself, and to save
her own life at the sacrifice of her daughter’s honour,
she would not condescend to betray her emotion. She
met her death with the calm intrepidity of innocence,
and died worthy of the noble house of which the last
blood flowed in her veins* She was a woman of wnri-

k Joseph. Ant. xv. 7. 5.
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valled beauty and a haughty spirit : unhappy in being the
object of passionate attachment, which bordered on
frenzy, to & man who had more or less concern in the
murder of her grandfather, father, brother, and uncle,
and who had twice commanded her death in case of his
own. Strange conflict of duties! who shall decide what
ought to have been her feelings and her conduct ?

All the passions which filled the stormy mind of
Herod were alike without bound; from violent love,
and violent resentment, he sank into as violent remorse
and despair. Everywhere, by day and night, he was
haunted by the image of the murdered Mariamne; he
called upon her name; he perpetually burst into pas-
sionate tears; he ordered hisservants to bring Mariamne
to him as though she were yet alive.  In vain he tried
every diversion,—banquets, revels, the excitement of
society. A sudden pestilence broke out, to which many
of the noblest of his court and of his own personal friends
fell a sacrifice; he recognised and trembled beneath the
hand of the avenging Deity. On pretence of hunting, he
sought out the most melancholy solitude, till the dis-
order of his mind brought on disorder of body, and he
was seized with violent inflammation and pains in the
back of his head, which led to temporary derangement.
In this state he lay at Samaria. The restless Alexandra
immediately began to renew her intrigues ; but Herod’s
partisans sent intelligence to him, and she was at
length consigned to execution.

Herod slowly recovered from his malady, but it left
an indelible gloom upon his mind ; and his stern temper,
instead of being softened by calamity, secrned to have
acquired a fierce and insatiable propensity to cruelty
and bloodshed. His next victim was Costobaras, an
Idumean, the hgsband of his sister Salome, whom she, in
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defiance of the law, had divorced ;' and, through her ma-
chinations, the unfortunate man was involved in the guilt
of a pretended conspiracy, and convicted of the conceal-
ment of some of the Asmonean partisans. He was put
to death with many other men of rank and distinction.
From these horrible scenes we may turn with satis-
faction to the peace and happiness of the country,
and the liberality and magnificence of Herod’s public
administration. Yet Herod either did not understand,
or more probably suspected as adverse to his interests,
the strong and distinctive principles of the national
character.  Outwardly professing the utmost respect for
the religion of his subjects, he introduced public exhibi-
tions and spectacles of every kind, as if to reconcile the
people by degrees to foreign usages, and so break down
the wall of partition which separated them from other
nations. He built a theatre within the walls of Jeru-
salem, an amphitheatre of immense size without. He
celebrated quinquennial games on a scale of unrivalled
splendour ; invited the most distinguished proficients in
every kind of gymnastic cxercise, in chariot racing,
boxing, and every kind of musical and poetic art;
offered the most costly prizes; and even introduced the
barbarous spectacles of the Romans, fights of wild
beasts, and combats of wild beasts with gladiators. The
zealous Jews looked on in amazement and with praise-
worthy though silent abhorrence at these sanguinary
exhibitions, so contrary to the mild genius of their great
lawgiver’s institutions. But when Herod proceeded to
adorn his theatre with representations of the victories of
Ceesar, and set up, as trophies around it, complete suits

! A man could serve a bill of divoree on his wife, not the wife on her
husband.
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of armour which had been taken in his wars, the people
broke out into a violent tumult, supposing that images
were concealed within these panoplics. To appease the
general dissatisfaction, Herod commanded one of them
to be taken to pieces in the sight of all the people ; and
when'a bare peg of wood appeared within, their discon-
tent and anger turned to laughter and ridicule.

But still a stern and dangerous enthusiasm prevailed
among all who were zealously attached to the institutions
of their ancestors. Ten men bound themselves by a
solemn vow to assassinate the innovator in the scene of
his delinquency : one of them was blind, yet, though he
could not assist in the execution, he was determined to
share in the peril of the enterprise. They entered the
theatre with daggers under their cloaks ; but the vigilant
police of Herod were on their guard : he received intima-
tion, and returned into the palace. The men were ap-
prehended, and instead of denying, boldly avowed and
Justified their design. They endured the most ignomi-
nious torture, but died firm and undaunted to the last.
The informer, being discovered, was torn to pieces by
the populace ; and though Herod with incredible pains
detected and punished the ringleaders in this affray, he
felt the insecurity of his government, and even of his
life, particularly in Jerusalem. Actuated by his fears
as well as the magnificence of his disposition, he built a
strong and splendid palace on the hill of Sion, rebuilt
as a fortress the palace of Baris, which commanded the
Temple, and called it Antonia. Still further to secure
himself against the turbulent disposition of the capital
he determined to found other cities which might be more
at his devotion. They would serve the double purpose
of controlling the country as strong military posts, and
affording him a retreat, on an emergency, from the dis-
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affected metropolis. 'With this view he built citadels, at
Gaba in Galilee, and Heshbon in Perea. The strongest
measure was the rebuilding of Samaria, which he did on
a scale of great magnificence and strength, and peopled
it partly with his soldiers, partly with the descendants of
the old Samaritans, who hoped to see their temple like-
wise restored. But Herod did not neglect more noble
and kingly means of regaining the lost affections of his
subjects. - A long drought, followed by unproductive
seasons, involved not merely Judea but the neighbour-
ing countries likewise in all the horrors of famine, and
its usual consequence—a dreadful epidemic pestilence.
The little corn that remained, rotted, so that there was
not enough seed to crop the ground. Herod instantly
opened his treasures, secured a vast importation of grain
from Egypt, and made constant distributions, both of
food and of clothing. 50,000 persons are said to have
been maintaincd at his sole expense, and he even fur-
nished corn for seed to the neighbouring inhabitants of
Syria; so that the fame of his munificence not merely
caused a strong reaction in his favour among his own
subjects, but secured him a high degree of popularity
with all the bordering states. This great expenditure
seems by no means to have exhausted the revenues of
Herod. He still indulged in his sumptuous passion for
building. Having married a second Mariamne, the
daughter of Simon, an obscure person of priestly lineage,
whom he appointed High Priest, he chose the spot on
which he had defeated Antigonus, about seven miles
from Jerusalem, as the site of a new fortified palace in
his usual style of architecture. It stood on the gentle
slope of a mound raised by human industry. The ascent
was by a hundred steps to an enclosure of circular towers,
within which were courts, ascending to the palace, which



74 CASAREA. Book XI.

stood like a citadel above the rest. A town rapidly
grew around the base of the hill. Water was brought by
costly aqueducts from a great distance.

Thus, terrible to his adversaries, generally courteous,
affable, and bounteous to his countrymen and to
strangers, securing his interests with Rome and its rulers
by the most costly adulation, Herod steadily pursued his
policy of counterbalancing, by a strong Grecian party,
the turbulent and exclusive spirit of his Jewish subjects.
More completely to secure this object, he determined to
found a pewerful city, chiefly colonized with Grecians,
and dedicated to the name of his great Roman protector.
Samaria he had already called Sebaste (the August); the
new city was to take the name of Cwesarea. He chose a
maritime situation, for the advantage of commerce, and
may have thought of uniting in his new city the wealth
of ancient Tyre with the greatness of Jerusalem. There
was a small town called the Tower of Straton, mid-way
between Joppa and Dora. It possessed a haven, like all
the rest on that coast, dangerous on account of the vio-
lent south-western winds, against which they bad no
protection. He first formed a strong mole or break-
water, by sinking stones fifty feet long, eighteen wide,
and nine deep. On this arose a pier two hundred feet
wide, defended by a wall and towers. The entrance to
this great artificial haven was from the north, and a vast
fleet could thus ride in perfect safety in a sort of double
harbour. All round ran a noble quay or esplanade,
and, probably under this, were arched buildings for the
entertainment and residence of mariners, Above, the
city rose like an amphitheatre in a uniform line of
sumptuous palaces. The subterranean arches, for drain-
age and other purposes, were on so great a scale, that
Josephus says there was as much building below ground
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as above. In the centre stood a great temple dedicated
to Caesar, with two colossal statues, one of Rome, the
other of Casar. A theatre and amphitheatre, the cus-
tomary ornaments of a Grecian city, were not forgotten
Casarea was twelve years before it was completed

Thus Judma was fast sinking into a province of the
Roman empire ; and Herod, instead of head of the
Hebrew religious republic, became more and more on a
level with the other vassal kings of Rome. His elder
sons by Mariamne, Alexander and Aristobulus, were not
brought up in Jewish tcnets or customs, but sent to
Rome for their education, where they were received into
the palace of Augustus, and treated with great care and
distinction. Nothing could exceed the estimation in
which Herod stood, both with the Emperor and with his
favourite, Agrippa. Céaesar was said to assign to Herod the
next place in his favour to Agrippa ; Agrippa to esteem
Herod higher than any of his friends, except Augustus.
Whenever either visited the eastern provinces, Herod
was the first to pay his homage. To see Agrippa he
sailed to Mitylene, and afterwards entertained Augustus
himself in Syria. On cne occasion, when Agrippa was
engaged in war near the Bosphorus, Herod suddenly
appeared with a large fleet, and through all the cam-
paign assisted him with his personal support and advice.
Herod took advantage of this alliance to enlarge his
dominions. A dlstrlct to the east of the sea of Genne-
saret was farmed by a certain Zenodorus. This man
maintained a suspicious connexion with the freebooters
who dwelt in the mountain caves of Trachonitis. The
whole province was made over to Herod, who, with his
customary rigour and severity, suppressed and hunted
down the robbers. Zenodorus, and some of the Gada-
renes, who complained of oppression, laid their grievances
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first before Agrippa, afterwards before Augustus himself;;
but found their ears closed against all representations to
the disadvantage of Herod. Part of this district was
created into a Tetrarchate for his brother Pheroras.
At Paneas, near the fountains of the Jordan, where
Cresarea Philippi afterwards stood, was built a temple of
white marble to the honour of Ceesar.

But the higher Herod advanced in the good graces of
the Romans by these costly and enduring marks of his
adulation, the lower he sank in the good-will of his
jealous Jewish subjects. They suspected him, not with-
out reason, of a fixed design to heathenize their nation
and country.™ Neither his munificence in diminishing
their annual tax one-third, nor his severities, could sup-
press their deep though secret murmurs. He cxercised
a stern and vigilant police, interdicted all fraternities
and assemblies, occasionally surprised the most dis-
affected and hurried them to the Hyrcania (his Bastile),
whence they never returned. He was even said to walk
the streets in disguisc, so to detect secret conspiracies, and
form a judgment of the popular feeling. Atone time he
had determined to exact a general oath of allegiance,
but the stricter and more powerful of the Pharisees and
the Essenes, an ascetic fraternity, openly refusing com-
pliance, he thought it better to urge the matter no
farther.

At length he determined on a measure which he
hoped would at the same time employ the people and

m There is a curious instance of the the religion of these ruffians might be
jealous religious feeling of the people. endangered by their being compelled
Herod issued an edict that burglars to follow heathen usages. The Law,
(retxdpuxor) might be sold as slaves it was said, permitted their sale, but
beyond the borders of the Holy Land not to Gentiles, Ant. xvi. 1. 1.
to strangers, It was objected that
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ingratiaté himself with all classes—the rebuilding the
Temple in its former pride and magnificence. The lapse
of five hundred years, and the sieges which it had under-
gone, as it was the great military post of the nation, had
much dilapidated the structure of Zorobabel. But the
suspicious Jews behcld the work of demolition commence
with the utmost jealousy and apprehension, lest, under
pretence of repairing, the king should destroy entirely
the sanctuary of their God. The prudence of Herod
calmed their fears; he made immense preparations
before he threw down the old building: the work pro-
ceeded with the greatest regularity, and the nation saw,
with the utmost pride, a new fabric of more regular and
stately architecture crowning the brow of Moriah with
its glittering masses of white marble and pinnacles
of gold® Yet even while the Temple was procceding,
Herod maintained his double character; he presided at
the Olympic games, made magnificent donations for
their support, and the Jewish monarch was nominated
perpetual president of this solemn festival of Greece.
On the other hand, Agrippa, on an excursion into Judza,
during which Herod showed him all his great works,
offered one hundred oxen in the Temple and feasted the
whole people.

But the declining days of Herod were to be darkened
with a domestic tragedy as melancholy and awful as

n According-to Josephus (Ant, xv.
11. 3) he destroyed the ancient founda-
tions and enlarged the building to the
length of a hundred cubits: &veAdy 8¢
Tobs dpxaiovs femeAlovs ral karaBa-
Aduevos érépous, én’ durdv TdY vady
Hyewpe, uhrer utv ekardy Evra my-
x@v. These foundations I take to be
those of Zorobabel’s Temple ; and that

the vast substructions of Solomon still
remained, and subsist to the present
day. The height, Josephus says, was
120 cubits, but from a subsidence or
settlement in the time of Nero they
were reduced to 100. This reads very
strangely : 75 & Uos &icoot wepirTols,
obs 1§ xplvy cvwilnodvray Tav
Oepeicy OméBn.
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those of his earlier life. His sumptuous palaces were
again to resound with strife, mourning, and murfier.
Never was an instance in which the heathen might
_recognize so distinctly their avenging Nemesis; or those
of purer faith the providence of a just and holy God,
making cruelty its own avenger, and leaving crime to
work its late, though natural consequences, horror, ruin,
and desolation. It might have secmed that the spirit of
the injured Mariamne hovered over the devoted house,
and, involving the innocent as well as the guilty in the
common ruin, designated the dwelling of her murderous
husband as the perpetual scene of misery and bloodshed.
On the return of Alexander and Aristobulus, the two
sons of Mariamne, to Jerusalem, whom, after a visit to
Rome, Herod brought back from the court of Ceesar,
they were received, notwithstanding their Roman educa-
tion, with general enthusiasm. The grace and beauty
of their persons, their affable manners, above all, the
blood of the ancient Asmonean princes, which flowed in
their veins, rendered them objects of the deepest interest
to the whole Hebrew nation. Herod married them,
Alexander to Glaphyra, the daughter of Archelaus, king
of Cappadocia; Aristobulus to Mariamne, the daughter
of Salome. Notwithstanding this, the envious mind of
Salome, the sister of Herod, sickencd at their praises.
Her own conscience, and that of her brother Pheroras,
reproached them with their share in the murder of
Mariamne; they apprehended condign vengeance on
the accession of the young princes. The youths them-
selves, perhaps, spoke without much discretion or reserve
about their mother’s fate; and rumours, aggravated by
Salome and her party, began to spread abroad, that
they announced themselves as her future avengers, For
three years these insinuations made no deep impression
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on the mind of Herod, who was justly proud of the popu-
larity of his sons; but while he was absent with Agrippa,
in his war near the Bosphorus, during which period he ob-
tained for the Jews of Asia Minor a ratification of all their
privileges, which the Greeks had endeavoured to wrest
from them,® these sinister reports began to obtain much
strength and consistency, and consequently more credit
with the suspicious father. Herod resorted to a most
dangerous measure in order to subdue the pride of his
sons, and make them more entirely subservient to his
will. He sent for his elder son, Antipater, borne
to him by Doris, the wife whom he divorced to marry
Mariamne, and set him up as a sort of counterpoise
to the popularity and hopes ‘of Alexander and Aris-
tobulus. The dark, designing, and unscrupulously am-
bitious Antipater entered into all the plots of Salome
and Pheroras ; and, as Herod had permission from Rome
to bequeath his crown to whichever of his sons he chose,
Antipater lost no opportunity of alienating his father’s
affections from the sons of Mariamne. Herod, to place
him more on a level with his rivals, introduced him to
Agrippa, and sent him in the suite of his powerful friend
to Rome. From Rome the artful youth stedfastly pur-
sued, by means of letters, his insidious designs, till the
mind of Herod was so inflamed, that he determined to
accuse his sons before the tribunal of Augustus. The
king of Judaea and the two royal youths appeared before
the Emperor at Aquileia. Herod opened the charge by
accusing them of unnatural obstinacy and disobedience,

© The long oration of Nicolaus, ap- importance of the Jewish communities
pointed by Herod to plead the cause in those regions. Ant. xvi, 4. This
of the Jews of Asia Minor before the was the celebrated historian Nicolaus of
tribunal of Agrippa, furnishes curious Damascus, Compare also the edicts,
evidence of the numbers, wealth, and xvi. 8.
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and of entering into criminal practices against his life,
Shocked at this dreadful charge, the youths stood silent,
unable to exculpate themselves without criminating
their jealous and cruel father. Their situation, and still
more their silence, and the modest defence upon which
they at length entered,” excited the deepest interest in
their favour ; and Augustus, with that temperance and
moderation which distinguished all his actions after he
became Emperor, succeeded in reconciling the father to
his children. Herod returned with them to Jerusalem.
Still, however, infatuated in favour of Antipater, he de-
clared him heir to the throne; in default of Antipater’s
issue, the succession was to pass to the sons of Mariamne.
A short and deceitful peace ensued, during which Herod,
having finished his splendid city of Ceesarea, solemnly
dedicated it, at a great festival, to the Emperor, and in-
stituted quinquennial games to his honour. He founded
at the same time the towns of Antipatris, Cypron, and
Phasaelis; and built a lofty tower in Jerusalem, called
likewise after the name of his clder brother Phasael.
Before long, the domestic dissensions broke out anew with
greater violence. Antipater, sometimes insidiously excul-
pating, sometimes artfully accusing his brothers, kept
the mind of Herod in a continued fever of suspicious
excitement. The king’s own favourite brother, Pheroras,
increased his wretchedness. Pheroras had become so
infatuated with the love of a female slave, as to refuse

P Josephus has taxed his eloquence,
or rather his rhetoric, in the composi-
tion of a speecch which he attributes
to Alexander, the eldest of the sons,
Ant, xvi. 4, 3.

It is perhaps right to state that
Nicolaus of Damascus took the part of

Herod, asserted the guilt of Mariamne,
aud the wicked intrigues of her sons
against their father. But Nicolaus,
according to Josephus, and there is no
reason to doubt his judgment, was an
unscrupulous partisan of Herod. Ant,
xvi. 7. 1,
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the hand of one of Herod’s daughters. Not long after,
on the offer of another daughter, Pheroras consented to
break off his connexion with the slave. But before the
espousals, he again changed his mind, and refused to
conclude the marriage. Pheroras was a still worse
enemy to the peace of Herod. He instilled into the
mind of Alexander, that his father secretly cherished a
guilty passion for his wife Glaphyra.? ~Alexander boldly
questioned Herod about this scandalous imputation.
Pheroras, to avoid the fury of his justly offended brother,
laid the plot to the instigation of Salome, who vindicated
herself with great energy. Yet these two dangerous in-
mates for some time lost their influence in the court.
But the wily Antipater still remained; the sons of
Mariamne were every day accused of new plots ; some-
times with perverting the eunuchs who held the chief
offices about the royal person, from whom they were said
to have discovered the secret and feminine artifices
which Herod used, to disguise the advance of old age;
sometimes with designing the death of their father; or
with a design of flying to Rome, or as accusing their
father at Rome of entering into treasonable correspond-
ence with the Parthians. Night and day these charges
were repeated; the whole court became a scene of
gloom, suspicion, and distrust. Friend shrank from
friend ; every society swarmed with spies; men accused
each other, from personal and private grounds of animo-
sity. Sometimes their evil practices recoiled on their
own heads; when the evidence was insufficient, Herod,
disappointed of his victims, wreaked his vengeance on

9 There was jealousy, as it were, Aristobulus, and who therefore affected
wheel within wheel, Glaphyra hated equality if not superiority over her, a
Berenice, the daughter of Salome, king’s daughter (avi. 7. 2).
married to her husband’s brother

VOL. IL
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the accusers. Those who frequented the presence of the
sovereign were suspected of sinister designs; those who
stood aloof were self-convicted of disloyalty. Whoever
had at any time shown marks of favour or attachment
to the suspected sons of Mariamne, though his own most
firm and stedfast friends, fell into*disgrace. At length,
all the confidential slaves of Alexander having been put
to the rack, some kind of evidence was wrung from their
extorted confessions, and the unhappy youth committed
to prison and loaded with chains. Here he adopted a
strange and desperate measure ; he sent four papers to
his father, filled with the most extravagant and im-
probable treasons, in all of which he avowed his partici-
pation, but implicated Salome, Pheroras, and all the
most influential and faithful ministers of the king.
Herod was worked up to a pitch of frenzy, persons of all
ranks were daily seized, and either put to the torture, or
executed at once.”

At length Archelaus, king of Cappadocia, the father-
in-law of Alexander, arrived at the court of Jerusalem.
By first dexterously humouring the frenzy of Herod,
and pretending to enter into his suspicions; afterwards
by arguing dispassionately the improbability of the accu-
sations, he succeeded in reconciling the father and son,
and Alexander was reinstated in freedom and favour.

At this period Herod was not without anxicty arising
from foreign disturbances. With all his vigour and
severity he had never entirely suppressed the banditti of
the Trachonitis. Encouraged by the secret protection of
the Arabs, this lawless race commenced new depreda-
tions, Obodes was at that time king of Arabia Petrea,
but all the authority was in the hands of Sylleus. This

* Joseph. Axt, xvi. 8, 5,
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Sylleeus had formerly proposed to marry Salome, the
gister of Herod ; but the abjuration of his religion being
demanded as the price of the connexion, he broke off
the match, declaring that he should be stoned by the
Arabians for such a compliance. The troops of Herod
pursued the banditti into the dominions of Obedes,
destroyed Repta, their stronghold, and discomfited an
Arabian force which espoused their party. This was
represented by Sylleeus, at Rome, as a wanton and unpro-
voked aggression upon the kingdom of Arabia. The credit
of Herod began to waver ; but he immediately despatched
the eloquent Nicolais of Damascus (the historian
whose contemporary biogrdphy of Herod is unfortunately
lost) to the Roman Court, and through his address the
cause assumed a better aspect, and was finally settled
not only to the exculpation of Herod, but to his honour.
Augustus had even determined to confer on Herod the
kingdom of the Nabathaan Arabians: but the dreadful
dissensions in his family, which had again broken out
with greater fury than ever, induced the cautious Em-
peror at least to delay his munificent intention. It is
difficult to trace, it were interminable to relate, the dark
intrigues, the briberies, the extortions, the calumnies,
which filled the miserable court in which figure eunuchs
(for to this Oriental pomp and luxury had Herod attained),
now in high favour, now on the rack; and strangers,
especially one Eurycles, a Spartan by birth, with nothing
of the Spartan in character. Antipater, Salome, and
Pheroras, had again obtained the ear of Herod ; hating
each other with the bitterest cordiality, as seemed to be
the doom of the family of Herod, they hated Alexander
and Aristobulus with a more deadly hatred.

Herod wrote to Rome the most dreadful charges
against the sons of Mariamne; and Augustus, after en-

G2
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deavouring to soothe the maddened spirit of the father,
consented that the sons should be brought to trial at
Berytus. Saturninus and Volumnius, the governors of
Syria, presided in the court. The only fact which was
clearly proved against them was a design of flying be-
yond the power of their suspicious father; but so heavy
were the charges, and so vehement the exertions of
Herod, who acted as his own advocate, examining
witnesses, and reading documents with the strongest and
most violent emphasis, that a verdict of condemnation
was at length extorted from a majority of the council.
The unhappy youths, who had not been permitted to
make their defence, nor produced before the court, in
which 150 persons sate as assessors, but were kept in
custody in the neighbourhood, awaited their doom in
silence. Still Herod wanted courage to execute his
own barbarous design. He had dared to appeal to the
law of Moses, according to which the son who should
curse his father or mother was to be put to death by
stoning ; but he shrank from carrying this terrible statute
into effect. The whole people, particularly the army,
looked on in deep but suppressed interest, till onc
Teron, a gallant soldier, openly expressed the general
feeling in the presence of the monarch. His interference
turned out, eventually, fatal to himself and to the sons
of Mariamne. Teron was accused of having tampered
with the barber of Herod against his life ; and Alexander
was implicated as privy to the crime. The son of Teron,
a youth, an intimate associate of Alexander, to save his
father’s life, confirmed the accusation. Teron was put
to death on the spot, and the final order issued that
Alexander and his brother should be strangled at Sebaste.
Either on this or on some similar occasion, his imperial
protector, Augustus, uttered this bitter sarcasm—that



B.C. 5. TRIAL OF ANTIPATER. 85

he had rather be one of Herod’s swine than one of hig
gons.

The crime did not remain long unavenged ; it recoiled
with dreadful force against almost all who were impli-
cated. The low-born wife of Pheroras had connected her-
self with the Pharisaic party ; and when, on the refusal of
7000 of that faction to take an oath of allegiance to
Augustus and to Herod, they were heavily fined, she
discharged the whole of the mulct. Rumours began to
spread abroad of prophecies, which declared that God
intended to transfer the government of his people from
the line of Herod to that of Pheroras. Pheroras was
commanded to separate himself from his wife, to whom
all these intrigues were attributed. He refused, and lost,
all the favour with which he had been once regarded by
his brother and benefactor. Yet, when a short time
after Pheroras fell ill, and lay on his death-bed, the kindly
feelings of Herod revived, and he visited his brother with
fraternal tenderness. On the death of Pheroras suspi-
cions began to arise that his malady was not in the
course of nature: two of his freedmen openly charged
his wife with having poisoned him. Herod ordered a
strict Investigation of the transaction : in the process a
darker and more horrible secret came to light. Anti-
pater, the beloved son, for whom he had imbrued his
hands in the blood of his own children—Antipater, the
heir of his kingdom, was clearly proved to have con-
spired with Pheroras to poison his old and doting father,
and thus to secure and accelerate his own succession.
The wife of Pheroras acknowledged the whole plot, and
declared that the affectionate conduct of Herod to Phe-
roras on his death-bed, had melted the heart of the fratri-
cide, who had commanded her to throw into the fire the
subtle poison which had already been prepared. Herod's
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wife, Mariamne, daughter of Simon the High Priest,
was implicated in the conspiracy : Herod repudiated
her immediately, deposed her father, and appointed
Mattathias to the High-priesthood. Antipater was at
Rome; and the horror-stricken Herod dissembled his
detection of the conspiracy : yet still obscure intimations
spread abroad, which, however, did not reach the ears of
Antipater. Josephus accounts for the extraordinary
fact, that of these events which spread over seven months
not a rumour transpired in Rome, by the care and vigi-
lance with which all the roads were watched, and the
universal hatred of Antipater. Triumphing in the suc-
cess of his intrigues, and the unbounded promises of
support which he had purchased at Rome—confident in
his speedy, if not immediate, inheritance of the throne
—~in all the pride of successful guilt, and the malignant
assurance that his rivals were entirely removed by death,
Antipater landed at Caesarea.* The once-crowded port
seemed a solitude ; no acclamations rose around him, no
deputations waited upon him at his landing: the few
people who met turned aloof, or looked on as if they
now dared to hate him undisguisedly ; every one seemed
in possession of some fearful secret, of which he alone
was ignorant. It was too late to fly: he was constrained
to dissemble his terrors, and proceed to Jerusalem.
There he was immediately summoned before the tribunal
of Herod, who sat with Varus, the Roman governor of
Syria, for his assessor. The proofs of his guilt were full
and conclusive: an artful defence which told with some
effect on the judges, wasrefuted by the eloquent Nicolaus
of Damascus. The poison was produced; a criminal

* At Celenderis in Cilicia he heard | to have some misgivings, which were
of his mother’s repudiation, and began | overruled, Ant, xvii, 5, 1.
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condemned to death made to swallow it; he fell dead
before the judges. Antipater was therr condemned with-
out the least hesitation. Herod, already afflicted by his
last mortal malady, delayed the execution, but in the
mean time made his final alterations in his will. He
bequeathed the kingdom to Antipas, passing over Arche-
laus and Philip, who were supposed to be implicated in
the conspiracy of Antipater. He left splendid bequests
to Ceesar, to Caesar’s wife Julia, to her sons, to his friends,
and even to his freedman. Thus the great and magnifi-
cent Herod lay, afflicted in body by the most painful and
loathsome malady, tormented in mind by the ingratitude
of his favourite son—perhaps with remorse for the
murder of those of Mariamne. His last hours were still
further embittered by the turbulence and disaffection of
his subjects.®

Among the innovations of Herod nothing offended
the eyes of the zealous Jews more than a large golden
eagle, which he had placed over the great gate of the
Temple. Some daring and enthusiastic youths, instigated
by two celebrated teachers, named Judas and Matthias,
conspired to tear down the offensive emblem. On a
rumour of Herod’s death, they put their design in execu-
tion. Being apprehended, they boldly justified their
conduct. Herod at first assumed something like mode-
ration : he assembled the chiefs of the people, reproached
them with the ungrateful return which they made for
his munificence in rebuilding the Temple, which the

¢ Antipater had accomplices and in- against Herod. On the conviction of
fluence at Rome; and in the Palace of Antipater, and the ratification of that
Caesar, a certain Acme, a Jewish slave, conviction at Rome, Acme was put to
in high favour with the Empress death, Ant. xvii. 7.1
Julia, was concerned in the plot



88 MASSACRE OF THE INNOCENTS. Book XI.

Asmonean princes had left in decay ; and only displaced
Mattathias, the High Priest, who was suspected of having
encouraged the enterprise. The most criminal of the
actual assailants and their teachers were burnt alive.
But now the disorder of the king made sensible pro-
gress; a slow fire seemed creeping through all his vital
parts: he had a rabid appetite, which he dared not
gratify on account of internal ulcers and dreadful pains,
particularly in the colon. Dropsical symptoms appeared
in his feet, which were swollen, and exuded. Uleers,
which bred worms, preyed on the lower region of his
belly and the adjacent parts. His breathing was diffi-
cult; and violent spasms, which seemed to give him
unnatural strength, convulsed his frame. e sought
relief from the warm bituminous baths of Callirhoe, but
returned to Jericho without improvement. There the
frenzy of his malady working on the natural sternness
of his disposition, he is said to have imagined a kind of
testamentary cruelty, almost too horrible to be believed :
he determined to extort a universal mourning for his
death from the reluctant people. He commanded some
of all the chief families in Judaa to be seized, shut up
in the Hippodrome, and strictly enjoined his sister
Salome that, immediately he expired, the guards should
be let loose, and an unsparing massacre commence.
Thus a wide, and general, and heartfelt wailing would
spread throughout all the land with the news of his
death. But the dying requests of kings proverbially
fail of their accomplishment, and, happily for human
nature, this sanguinary injunction was disregarded.
Among these atrocities of the latter days of Herod,
what is called the Massacre of tlie Innocents (which
took place late in the year before, or early in the same
year with, the death of Herod, four years before the
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vulgar era of Christ) passed away unnoticed. The
murder of a few children, in a small village near Jeru-
salem, would excite little sensation among such a suc-
cession of dreadful events, except among the immediate
sufferers. The jealousy of Herod against any one who
should be boru as @ King in Judea—the dread that the
high religious spirit of the people might be re-excited by
the hope of a real Messiah—as well as the summary
manner in which he endeavoured to rid himself of the
object of his fears, are strictly in accordance with the
relentlessness and decision of his character.

At length, just before his death, the ratification of the
sentence against Antipater arrived from Rome. Tt
found Herod in a paroxysm of torment so great that he
had attempted to lay violent hands on himself. The
rumour of his death induced Antipater to make a des-
perate attempt to bribe the keeper of his prison. This
last offence was fatal. Herod just raised himself up in
his bed to give the mandate for his execution, and then
fell back—had only time once more to remodel his will ;

and thus, dispensing death on one hand, and kingdoms
on the other, expired !
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BOOKX XIL

THE HERODIAN FAMILY.

Archelaus — Roman Governors — Pontius Pilate — Herod Antipas
— Philip — Accession of Caligula — Agrippa — Persecutions in
Alexandria — Philo — Babylonian Jews — Agrippa King.

THE history of the Jews after the death of Herod, not
rightly named the Great,” and the birth of Jesus, sepa-
rates itself into two streams: one narrow at first, and
hardly to be traced in its secret windings into the world,
but with the light of heaven upon it, and gradually widen-
ing till it embraces a large part of Asia, part of Africa,
the whole of Europe, and becomes a mighty, irresistible
river,—a river with many branches—gladdening and
fertilising mankind, and bearing civilization, as well as
holiness and happiness, in its course ; the other at first
as expansive, but gradually shrinking into obscurity,
lost in deep, almost impenetrable, ravines: sullen ap-
parently and lonely, yet not without its peculiar majesty
in its continuous, inexhaustible, irrepressible flow, and
not without its own peculiar influence as an under-
current on the general life and progress of mankind.
The broader and brighter stream I have attempted to
trace in its early course, and in one of its branches,® so

* Ewald observes that Herod is not Rajah in India; but this is an epithet
talled the Great in any contemporary of the office or a title, not an appella-
document.  There are inscriptions tion of the man.
which call him the Great King, as b The History of Latin Christianity.
the § peyds Bacireds, and the Maha-
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strong, so broad, as to appear the one all-permeating
tide. I return to the humbler and more obscure and
less noble stream, too often attempted to be cruelly
dried up by violent means, or turned into blood, yct
still emerging when seeming almost lost, and flowing
on ag it still flows, and secems destined to flow. Though
the Jewish and Christian history have much in com-
mon, they may be kept (as it is my design for obvious
reasons to keep them) almost entirely distinct. As in
Jewish history I shall touch but rarely and ocecasion-
ally on that of Christianity, so in Christianity the his-
tory of the Jews sometimes forces itself upon the
attention.

The executioner had made frightful ravages in the
family of Herod ; but still a powerful, if united, race
survived. Ten wives of Herod are mentioned in his-
tory.® The first, Doris, the mother of Antipater, the
last and the only unpitied victim of his vengeance.! The
second, Mariamne, the Asmonean princess, the mother
of'the unfortunate Aristobulus and Alexander, and of two
daughters, Salampsio and Cypros.  Aristobulus, by Bere-
nice, his cousin, left four children—1, Herod Agrippa,
who became distinguished at a later period.—2, He-
rodias, infamous for her divorce of her first husband her
uncle Philip, and her incestuous marriage with Herod
Antipas.—3, Aristobulus—4, Herod. The third wife
of Herod the Great was Mariamne, daughter of Simon
the High Priest, the mother of Herod Philip. The name

¢ Josephus observes on the paly- @ Doris was alive at the time of the
gamy of Herod: mdrpiov ~ydp év detection of Antipater’s conspiracy, and
Tavrg mhelogw iy guvourely. Ant. as a suspected accomplice despoiled of
xvii. 1,2, Isuspect that it was rather her wealth, which amounted to many
an Oriental than a modern Jewish pri- talents, Ant. xvii, 4, 2.
vilege in which Herod indulged,
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of Herod Philip was effaced from the will of his father,
on account of his mother’s supposed connexion with the
conspiracy against his life. The fourth, a niece by the
brother'’s side ; the fifth, a niece by the sister’s side,
whose names do not appear, and who had no issue. The
sizth, Malthace, a Samaritan, the mother of—1, Arche-
laus—2, Herod Antipas—3, Olympias. It was among
this family that his dominions were chiefly divided.
The seventh, Cleopatra of Jerusalem, mother of—I1,
Herod—2, Philip, tetrarch of Trachonitis. The eighth,
Pellas, the mother of Phasaelis. The ninth, Phadra,
mother of Roxana. The tenth, Elpis, the mother of
Salome.

The will of Herod had designated the sons of Malthace
as his successors. To Herod Antipas were assigned Galilee
and Persa—to Archelaus, Idumsea, Samaria, and Judeea.
Though the will of Herod could not be held valid until
ratified at Rome, yet Archelaus, amid the acclamations
of the army, at once assumed the direction of affairs in
Jerusalem. The funeral of his father was the first object
of his care. The lifeless remains of Herod seemed to
retain his characteristic magnificence. The body was
borne aloft on a bier, which was adorned with costly
precious stones. The linen was of the richest dye; the
winding-sheet of purple. It still wore the diadem, and,
above that, the golden crown of royalty: the sceptre
was in its hand. The sons and relatives of Herod at-
tended the bier. All the military force followed, dis-
tributed according to their nations. First, his body-
guard—then his foreign mercenaries, Thracians, Germans,
Gauls—then the rest of the army, in war array. Last,
came five hundred of his court-officers, bearing sweet
spices, with which the Jews embalmed the dead. In
this pomp the procession passed on, by slow stages, to
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the Herodium, a fortified palace, about twenty-five miles
from Jericho.®

Archelaus, according to Jewish usage, mourned for
seven days ; but rumours were industriously propagated
by his enemies, that, while he wore the decent garb of
sorrow during the day-time, his nights were abandoned
to revelry, and to the most undisguised rejoicing among
his own private friends. At the end of this time, he
gave a splendid funeral banquet to the whole people,
and then entered the Temple in great pomp, amid ge-
neral acclamations; and, taking his seat on a golden
throne, delivered an address to the multitude. His
speech was conciliatory and temperate. He alluded to
his father’s oppressions—thanked the people for their
loyal reception—promised to reward their good conduct,
but declined to assume the royal diadem till his father’s
testament should be ratified at Rome.! The people
vied with each other in the vehemence of their applause ;
but their acclamations were mingled with demands by
no means so acceptable to the royal ear. Some called
for a diminution of the public burthen ; others for the,
release of the prisoners, with whom Herod had crowded
the dungeons; some more specifically for the entire
abandonment of the taxes on the sale of commodities in
the markets, which had been levied with the utmost
rigour.  Archelaus listened with great affability, pro-
mised largely, and, having performed sacrifice, retired.

While he was preparing for his voyage, the zealous
party which had been concerned in the demolition of

e The Antiquities state, #ecay §¢ Jericho. Compare Aldrich’s note on
éml ‘Hpwdidv o7ddia drerd. Thismust the B. J. i, last page in Cardwell's
have been the first stage, as according  Josephus,
to the B. J, the Herodium (near  f B, J.ii i, 1,

Masada) was 200 stadia distant from
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the Eagle, collected their strength. They bewailed,
with frantic outeries, the death of Matthias, the teacher,
and his seditious pupils, who had even been deprived of
the rites of burial by the unrelenting rigour of Herod :
and no unintelligible execrations against the deceased
monarch were mingled with their lamentations. They
demanded the summary punishment of all who had been
employed in the recent executions, the expulsion of the
High Priest, and the substitution of one more legally
appointed. Archelaus attempted to allay the tumult by
conciliatory measures. He sent officer after officer to
soothe, to expostulate, to admonish, to threaten. Argu-
ment and menace were alike unavailing. The cla-
morous multitude would listen to nothing, and the
sedition grew every day more alarming. The danger
was more urgent on account of the approaching Pass-
over, which assembled the Jews from all quarters of the
country, and even strangers from the most remote parts
of the world. If it was difficult at any time to keep the
fanatical multitude of Jerusalem in check, it was still
more so when this formidable addition was made to their
numbers. The leaders of the faction held their meet-
ings in the Temple itself, where they were abundantly
supplied with provisions by their friends, who did not
scruple to beg in their behalf. It was high time to
interfere, and Archelaus sent a centurion with a band of
soldiers to disperse the multitude, to apprehend the ring-
leaders, and bring them before his tribunal. They
arrived while the sacrifice was offering. The zealots
inflamed the multitude, who attacked the soldiers, many
of whom were stoned; the rest, with the centurion,
made their escape, but with great difficulty, and dread-
fully maimed. This done, the sacrifice quietly proceeded.
Archelaus found it necessary, if he-would not at once
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throw up all his authority, to act with greater vigour.
He gave orders for a large body of troops to advance.
The cavalry cut off the strangers from the provinces
who were encamped without the city, from the zealots
who occupied the Temple. The multitude fled on all
sides ; those of Jerusalem dispersed; the strangers re-
treated to the mountains; 3000 were slain. Archelaus
issued a proclamation, commanding all the strangers to
return to their homes; they obeyed with reluctance,
and, to the universal horror, the great national festival,
thus interrupted, was not concluded.

Archelaus set out for Rome, accompanied by Nicolaus
of Damascus, and many of his relatives, all with the
ostensible purpose of supporting his claim to the throne,
some with the secret design of thwarting his advance-
ment. Among the latter was Salome, the false and
intriguing sister of Herod. At Ceesarea he met Sabinus,
the procurator of Syria, who was hastening to Judzea, in
order to make himself master of the treasures left by
Herod, and to obtain military possession of the country
by seizing the fortresses which the king had built.
Through the interference of Varus, the prefect of Syria,
Sabinus agreed to suspend his march, to leave Archelaus
in possession of the treasures, and to undertake no
measure till the arrival of an edict from Rome. But no
sooner had Archelaus set sail and Varus returned to
Antioch, than Sabinus marched to Jerusalem, seized the
palace, summoned the keepers of the treasures to render
up their accounts, and the military officers to cede the
fortresses.  All, however, remained faithful to their
charge, and refused to comply without direct orders from
Rome.

Archelaus had to encounter a formidable opposition to
his attainment of the royal dignity, not merely from the
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caprice or pride of the Emperor, but from intrigues set
on foot in his own family. His younger brother, Herod
Antipas, arrived in Rome to maintain his own preten-
sions to the crown, grounded on a former will of Herod,
made, as his party asserted, when his father was in a
saner state of mind than at his decease, and in which An-
tipas was named first. His mother Malthace, Salome
his aunt, Ptolemy the brother of Nicolaus of Damascus,
who had been a great favourite with his father, and
Irenzus, a man of remarkable eloquence and ability,
espoused the party of Antipas. Augustus appointed a
solemn hearing of the cause, and in that haughty spirit
which delighted in displaying kings publicly pleading
for their thrones before the footstool of Roman sub-
jects, appointed Caius the son of Agrippa and his own
daughter Julia, afterwards noted for her profligacy, to
preside on the occasion. Antipater, the son of Salome,
conducted the cause of Herod Antipas. He insisted on
the former will of Herod—accused Archelaus of assum-
ing the crown without the sanction of the Emperor—of
unseemly rejoicings at the death of his father—and of
wanton acts of tyranny against the people—urging and
aggravating the dreadful slaughter during the tumult of
the Passover. The eloquent Nicolaus of Damascus
maintained the cause of Archelaus with his accustomed
ability. The Emperor took time to deliberate on his
Jjudgment.

While these affairs were pending at Rome, intelli-
gence arrived that Judza wil#'in a state of insurrection.
The rapacity and insolence of Sabinus had exasperated
the people, already in a state of tumultuary excitement,
Varus advanced to Jerusalem, seized the ringleaders,
and re-established order—but unfortunately left Sabinus
behind him to maintain the peace. The sole object of

VOL. IL H
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this unserupulous commander was to find an opportunity
and excuse for seizing the tempting treasures of this
opulent city, as well those left by Herod, as the more
inestimable riches contained in the Temple. All hisacts
tended to goad the people to insurrection.

The Pentecost drew on, and the Jews gathered to-
gether from all quarters with the deliberate intention of
wreaking their vengeance on Sabinus. From both the
Galilees, from Idumsea, from Jericho, and from the pro-
vinces beyond Jordan, vast multitudes came crowding
into the city. One party encamped in the circus to the
south, one occupied a position to the north, another to
the west of the Temple; and thus shut up the single
legion of Varus in the palace. Sabinus sent pressing
messages to Varus for relief. In the mean time he him-
self,—for with more than Roman rapacity he does not
seem to have possessed Roman valour,—ascending the
lofty tower of Phasaelis, gave orders to his troops to
make a desperate sally, and force their way to the
Temple. The Jews, though repelled by the disciplined
valour of the legionaries, fought with courage, and,
mounting on the roofs of the cloisters or porticoes which
surrounded the outer court of the Temple, annoyed the
assailants with stones, javelins, and other missiles. The
Romans at length set fire to the cloisters, the roofs of
which were made of wood, cemented with pitch and
wax ; and the whole magnificent range became one im-
mense conflagration: the gilding melted, the columns
fell, and all the Jews upongghe roof were either crushed
to death among the blazing ruins, or lay victims to the
unrelenting fury of the enemy : some of the more despe-
rate fell on their own swords: not one escaped. But
the flames could not repress the daring rapacity of the
Roman soldiery : they broke into the Temple, plundered
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on all sides, and even seized the sacred treasures, from
which Sabinus secured the greater part of 400 talents;
the rest was secreted by the pillagers. Maddened with
this outrage, the bravest of the Jews assembled from all
quarters, besieged the palace, but offered Sabinus his
life if he and his legion would evacuate the city. Many
of Herod’s soldiers deserted to the Jews; but, on the
other hand, two distinguished officers, Rufus, the com-
mander of Herod’s cavalry, and Gratus, the captain of
his infantry, with 3000 Samaritan troops, joined Sabinus.
The Jews pressed the siege with vigour, and began to
mine the palace; at the same time urging Sabinus
to quit the city, and leave them to their own govern-
ment ; but Sabinus would not trust their faith.

The whole country was in the same dreadful state of
anarchy. The severe military police of Herod was now
withdrawn or suspended, on account of the uncertainty
of the succession. The Romans exercised all the oppres-
sion without affording the protection of despotic sove-
reignty : and at the period when the nation was in the
highest state of excitement—some looking forward, with
sober patriotism, to the restoration of their national inde-
pendence—others, of more ardent zeal, to the fulfilment
of their national prophecies in the person of some mighty
conqueror, the fame of whose destined birth at this
period prevailed, according to the expression of the
Romah historian, throughout all the East,—the whole
country was without any regular government. Adven-
turer after adventurer sprang.up in every quarter, not one
of whom was too base or too desperate not to assemble
a number, either of daring robbers or deluded fanatics,
around his standard. Two thousand of Herod’s troops
having been dismissed, spread over Judeea, subsisted on
plunder, and besieged Achiab, a cousin of Herod, who

H 2
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took refuge in the mountains® One Judas, son of
Hezekias, a noted captain of banditti, surprised Sep-
phoris, seized the treasures, and plundered the armoury,
from which he supplied his followers, who became the
terror of the district. Simon, a slave of Herod, a man
of great personal strength and beauty, had the audacity
to assume the diadem. e plundered the palace in
Jericho, and several other of the royal residences; his
followers burnt that of Betharamptha, near the Jordan.
He was at length attacked by Gratus, taken in a ravine,
and beheaded. Another adventurer, Athronges, a com-
mon shepherd, with his four brothers, men of extraordi-
nary personal strength and courage, collected a predatory
band, and waged open war both against the Romans and
the royal party. Athronges also assumed the diadem.
He had the boldness to attack a Roman cohort, which
was escorting a convoy of provisions and arms, near
Emmaus. One centurion and 400 men were killed ; the
rest escaped with difficulty, leaving the dead on the field
of battle. Nothing could exceed the rapacity and cruelty
of this band. They were not subdued till long after,
when one brother having been slain in battle by Gratus,
the other in a conflict against Ptolemy, and the eldest
taken, the youngest, who survived, broken in spirit, and
finding his troops dispersed, surrendered to Archelaus.
In consequence of urgent entreaties from Sabinus,
and dreading the peril in which his legion was placed,
Varus, the prefect of Syria, assembled at Ptolemais the
two legions remaining in Syria, and four troops of horse,
with some allies from Berytus, and some Arabian bands.
Part he sent forward into Galilee; they recovered and
burnt Sepphoris, and subdued the whole district. With

8 Ant, xvii, 10,
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the rest he advanced in person to Samaria, which he
spared as having taken no part in the late insurrections.
His Arabian allies committed dreadful depredations,
burning and ravaging on all sides: he himself gave
orders for the burning of Emmaus, in revenge for the
loss of the cohort defeated by Athronges. On his ap-
proach to Jerusalem, the forces from the country broke
up their siege of Sabinus and dispersed : the inhabitants
submitted, and laid the whole blame of the insurrection
on the strangers. Sabinus, ashamed of meeting Varus,
stole away to the coast, and took ship for Rome. Varus
spread his troops over the country, and seized the noto-
rious ringleaders in the recent tumults; 2000 were
crucified, the rest pardoned. Finding, however, that the
rapacity of his soldiers, particularly his Arabian allies,
from their hatred of Herod, increased the mischief, he
dismissed the latter, and advanced only with his own
force on a body of 10,000 men, which appeared in arms
on the borders of Idumaa. These insurgents were per-
suaded by Achiab to surrender : the leaders were sent to
Rome for trial; a general amnesty was granted to the
rest. Augustus treated the criminals with lenity, ex-
cepting those who were related to the house of Herod,
whom he ordered to be put to death for their unnatural
hostility to the head of their own family.

In the mean time the great decision which was to
award the dominions of Herod remained in suspense. A
deputation of 500 Jews arrived at Rome, to petition for
the re-establishment of their ancient constitution, and
the total suppression of the kingly government. They
were joined by 8000 of their countrymen resident in
Rome. An audience was granted, in which they en-
larged on the oppressions, cruelties, debaucheries, sum-
mary executions, and enormous taxations of the elder
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Herod The whole Herodian family now found it ex-
pedient to give up their dissensions, and to unite their
common interest. Herod Philip arrived at the same
time to support his own claims.

At length the imperial edict appeared: it confirmed
for the most part the will of Herod. ~Archelaus was ap-
pointed to the sovereignty of Judwa, Idumewa, and

" Samaria, under the title of Ethnarch; that of King was
reserved as a reward for future good conduct. Herod
Antipas obtained Galilee and Perzwa ; Philip—Auranitis,
Trachonitis, Paneas, and Batanea. The Samaritans were
rewarded for their peaceable behaviour by the reduction
of one quarter of their tribute. The chief cities of
Archelaus were Jerusalem, Sebaste (Samaria), Ceesarea,
and Joppa. Gaza, Gadara, and Hippo, as Greek towns,
were added to the prefecture of Syria. The annual
revenue of Archelaus was 600 talents. The bequests of
Herod to Salome were confirmed ; and in addition she
obtained the towns of Jamnia, Azotus, and Phasaelis,
and a palace in Ascalon : her yearly revenue was sixty
talents. The wealth left to Augustus, he distributed,
chiefly as a dower to two unmarried daughters of Herod,
whom he united to two sons of Pheroras. He retained
nothing except some magnificent plate, as a memorial of
his friend.

At this juncture an impostor made his appearance,
who assumed the name of Alexander, the murdered son
of Mariamne.! So like was he in person to that ill-fated
youth, and so well had he been tutored by an unprin-
cipled adventurer, who was intimately acquainted with

b Mapbévwy pévror ¢Bopds, kal | 08ar mou uh yeybvevas, iy &k Tov
yovaidy durxivas, bréous éml wa- | dvéxwvora &vrd Twai  Ant. xvii,
polvig kal amavfpwrle Spwpevas or- | 11, 2,

&y 8i1& b H3ovhw Qwvau Tolis memov- ! 1 Ant, xvii, 12,
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. the court of Herod, that wherever he went, in Crete and
Melos, where a number of Jews resided, he was re-
ceived with all the attachment which the nation felt to
the race of their Asmonean princes: he was liberally
furnished with money, and boldly set out for Rome to
demand his inheritance. The Jews crowded forth to
meet him, and escorted him into the city with loud accla-
mations. Celadus, one of the Emperor’s freedmen, who
had been familiarly acquainted with the sons of Ma-
riamne, was sent to investigate the case; he was imposed
upon like the rest. Not so Augustus, who, on sending
for the false Alexander, observed that his hands were
hard and horny, and that his whole person wanted the
delicacy and softness of the royal youth. Still both he
and his tutor supported a strict cross-examination, till at
length Augustus himself led the youth aside, and pro-
mised to him a free pardon if he would confess the im-
posture. The youth, either supposing himself detected,
or awed by the imperial presence, acknowledged the
deception ; and Ceesar, seeing that he was of a strong
and muscular make, ordered him as a rower to his
galleys. His instructor was put to death.

Archelaus (B.c. 3’) assumed the dominion of Judea,
and governed with great injustice and cruelty. Such is
the unanimous report of all historians, confirmed by his
condemnation, after a solemn hearing before Augustus.
Yet few facts have transpired by which posterity may
judge of the equity of the sentence. He displaced
Joazar from the pontificate, and substituted his brother
Eleazar. Eleazar in his turn was supplanted by Jesus,
son of Siva. The unlawful marriage of the Ethnarch
with Glaphyra, the daughter of Archelaus, king of Cap-

4 Before the Vulgar SEra, now genera].ly acknowledged to be erroncous by
about four years.
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padocia, the widow of his brother Alexander, and his
divorce of his own wife, Mariamne, gave great offence to
his zealous subjects.* He repaired the palace of Jericho
with great magnificence, and paid much attention to the
cultivation of the palm-trees in the neighbourhood. Such
are the barren incidents of a reign of nine years ; at the
end of which Archelaus, while sitting at a banquet, was
hastily summoned to Rome. His cause was formally
heard, his brothers as well as his subjects being his ac-
cusers. He was banished to Vienne, in Gaul ; his estates
were confiscated, and Judea reduced to a.Roman. pro-
vince. Thus the sceptre finally departed from Judah;
the kingdom of David and Solomon, of the Asmonean
princes and of Herod, sank into a district, dependent
on the prefecture of Syria, though administered by
its own governor, a man usually of the equestrian
order.

At this period of the Jewish history, when the last
semblance of independence passed away, and Judea
became part of a Roman province, it may be well to cast
a rapid view over the state of the people, and their more
important existing institutions.

The supreme judicial authority was exercised by the
Sanhedrin, the great ecclesiastical and civil council.
The origin of this famous court is involved in much
obscurity. The Jews, it has been observed, took pride
in deducing its lineal descent from that established by
Moses in the wilderness. The silence of the whole in-
tervening history to the Captivity has been considered
fatal to these lofty pretensions. Others date its origin

& The history of Glaphyra is curious. Josephus calls him—Juba. On the
Between her two marriages with the death of Juba, she had retwned to
two Jewish princes, she was married her father's court in Cappadocia. Ant.
to ap African prince of Libys, as xvii, 13. 4,
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from the Captivity: others again from the re-organiza-
tion of the Jewish polity by the Maccabees.! The San-
hedrin consisted of seventy-one persons, partly priests,
partly Levites, partly elders. The High Priest, whether
of right or not is much disputed, usually sate as presi-
dent: he was entitled Nasi, or prince. At his right hand
gate the Ab-beth-Din, the father of the council, or vice-
president : on his left, the Wise Man, perhaps the most
learned among the doctors of the law. The constitution
of the rest of the council, and their mode of election,
remain in the same obscurity. The qualifications for
members of this court, as stated by the Jewish writers,
are curious. They must be religious, and learned in
arts and languages. Some added, in their fanciful
attachment to the number seventy, that they must un-
derstana seventy languages! They must have some
skill in physie, arithmetic, astronomy, astrology, and be
acquainted with what belonged to magic, sorcery, and
idolatry, that they may know how to judge of them.
They must be without maim or blemish of body; men
of years, but not extremely old, because such are com-
monly of too great severity ; and they must be fathers of
children, that they might be acquainted with tenderness and
compassion. :

The council sate in the form of a semicircle round the
president, whose place was between the Ab-beth-Din
and the Wise Man. At each end was a secretary; one
registered the votes of acquittal—the other of condem-
nation.

! Ewald inclines to the opinion that | likely taken from the assembly of
it was founded by Ezra (p. 193), but | Moses, Jost adds, * Von deren Wahl
1 v once Ewld is not positive. Jost | und Geschaftskreiss ist nichts bekannt

vould date it from the time of Simon | geworden, weil deides sich jedenfalls
the Maccabee, [ think this the most | nur nach dem Herkommen verhielt,”
probable date, The number was very | i. p. 124, :
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At first the Sanhedrin sate in a room in the cloister of
the court of the Israelites, called Gazith. They after-
wards removed successively to other places. The proper
period of sitting was the whole time between the morning
and evening service. The Sanhedrin was the great court
of judicature: it judged of all capital offences against
the law: it had the power of inflicting punishment by
scourging and by death. Criminals capitally condemned
were executed in four different ways, by strangling,
burning, slaying with the sword, and by stoning.

The Great Sanhedrin was a court of appeal from the
inferior Sanhedrins of twenty-three judges, established in
the other towns.

The Sanhedrin was probably confined to its judicial
duties—it was a plenary court of justice, and no more—
during the reigns of the later Asmonean princes, and
during those of Herod the Great and his son Archelaus.™
To the despotism of the two latter there was no check,
except an appeal to Rome. When Judxa became a
Roman province, the Sanhedrin either, as is more
likely, assumed for the first time, or recovered its sta-
tion as a kind of senate or representative body of the
nation ; possessed itself of such of the subordinate func-
tions of the government as were not actually admi-

false prophets, charges against the High
Priest, the extension of the hallowed
limits of Jerusalem, some say the

m This is confirmed by Jost, p. 273,
note. ¢ Alles was Mischnah und
Thalmud von Synedrion sagen, bezieht

sich nur auf Gerichtsbarkeit, nicht aus
Lehramt wie Maim. will. Nirgends
wird gesagt, dass das Synedrion sich
mit der Lehre beschiftigt. Es ent-
scheidet nur iiber Anfragen oder richtet
selbst wo ihm Klagen vorgebracht wer-
d en.,’

According to Jost the full Sanhedrin
determined on great affairs, such as

election of a king or a chief priest.
Minor courts or committees of 31 had
the power of passing capital sentences
for certain offences, For smaller
crimes, theft, robbery, injury, un-
chastity, which were punished with
stripes, a court of three gave judge-
ment,
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nistered by the Roman procurator; and probably, on
account of the frequent changes in the person of the
High Priest, usurped, in some degree, upon his autho-
rity. At all events, they seem to have been the channel
of intercourse between-the Roman rulers and the body
of the people. It is the Sanhedrin, under the name of
the chief priests, scribes, and elders of the people, who
take the lead in all the transactions recorded in the
Gospels. Jesus Christ was led before the Sanhedrin, and
by them denounced before the tribunal of Pilate."
Whether they had lost or retained the power of inflict-
ing capital punishment, has been debated with the
utmost erudition ; and, like similar questions, is still in

a high degree uncertain.®

n This is denied distinctly by Jost,
who asserts this assembly to have been
a tumultuary and irregular meeting of
the enemies of Jesus. I fear that the
historian must pronounce against Jost,
though the Christian would allow
him and his modern brethren the full
benefit of the disclaimer. I fear that
this too has influenced Jost’s notion as
to the discontinuance of the regular
Sanhedrin for the century from the
time of Simon ben Schetach till the
establishment of Christianity, p, 279.

© This question mainly depends on
the true meaning of the sentence in
St. John’s Gospel, xviii. 31: It is not
lawful for us to put any man to death,
The Jewish Tract Sanhedrin, 7, 1, lays
down the law: “Quatuor supplicia
capitalia senatui tradita sunt, lapi-
datio, ustio, interemtio que fit gladio,
strangulatio.” Ibid. 7,4 : % lapidantur
autem, profanator Sabbati, qui ad
apostasiam impellit magus,” &c. The
stoning of St, Stephen, in the Acts, seems

to have been a judicial, not a tumul-
tuary proceeding. The older Chris-
tian writers were perplexed with this
difficulty,  Theophylact thinks its
meaning to be that they had no
power to put to death by crucifixion;
others that they had no power to
put to death for treason; and the
cerime of which Jesus was accused was
treason against the Roman authority,
Augustine and Chrysostom, that it
was not lawful to put a man to death
on a holy day, as the Preparation for
the Passover. I am inclined to adhere
to the opinion adopted in the History of
Christianity, vol. i. p. 342, that at this
time, during the transition from the na-
tional government under the Herodian
family to the direct government of
the Romans, the authority of the San-
hedrin was altogether undefined ; that
they did not know whether the Romans
would permit them to execute capital
punishment, especially on a criminal
acoused of rebellion. There were ter-
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The body of the people, at least all above the lowest
order, seem to have addicted themselves to one or
other of the two great prevailing sects—the Pharisees
and the Sadducees. The multitude, though not actu-
ally enrolled among the former, were entirely under
their sway, and zealously adhered to their faction. In
all places of public resort the Pharisees were always
seen with their phylacteries or broad slips of parch-
ment, inscribed with sentences of the Law, displayed on
their foreheads and the hems of their garments: even
in the corners of the public streets they would kneel to
pray; and in the Temple or synagogues they chose the
most conspicuous stations, that their long devotions
might excite the admiration of their followers. They
fasted rigorously, observed the Sabbath with the most
scrupulous punctuality, and paid tithes even upon the
cheapest herbs? In private societies they assumed the
superiority to which their religious distinction seemed
to entitle them; they always took the highest places.
But their morals,? according to the unerring authority of
Jesus Christ, were far below their pretensions : they vio-
lated the main principles of the Law, the justice and
humanity of the Mosaic institutions, while they rigidly
adhered to the most minute particulars, not merely

rible and recent reminiscences how
Herod, and even Archelaus, had pos-
sessed and executed the power of life and
death, Had the Romans appropriated
to themselves that power, or” would
they permit the Law to be put in
force by its ancient and ordinary admi-
nistrators ?

P Read the curious passage about
the subtle distinctions as to the pay-
ment of tithes in Jost, Jud., i. 201—a

remarkable comment on the sentence
in the Gospel about tithing mint,
anise, and cummin.

9 Josephus, himself a Pharisee, dig-
plays the brighter side of the Pharisaic
character. He denies that they were
absolute fatalists: mpdocecfdi re
dapuévy 4 wdvra  &fiobvres,
6udt Tob avpwriiov 15 BovAdue-
vov Tiis én' Burols dpuijs dpaspotvrar.
Ant. xviil, 1, 2,
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of the Law itself, but of tradition likewise. Still they
were the idols of the people, who reverenced them as
the great teachers and models of virtue and holiness.
The Sadducees were less numerous and less influential : ¢
for, besides the want of this popular display of religion,
they were notoriously severe in the execution of the na-
tional statutes. Denying all punishment for crime in
a future life, their only way to discourage delinquency
was by the immediate terrors of the law; and this they
put in force, perhaps with the greater rigour, because
their disbelief of future rewards and punishments was
represented by their enemies as leading necessarily
to the utmost laxity of morals. This effect it would
probably have on many of the weak or licentious;
but the doctrine of the Sadducees, which fully recog-
nised the certain punishment of guilt in this world
by Divine Providence, is not justly chargeable with
these consequences. It is singular that this notorious
severity in the administration of the law is strongly
exemplified in the Christian history. The first per-
secution of the Apostles took place when the Sadducees
were in possession of the High-priesthood, and probably
formed a majority of the Sanhedrin;” and the High
Priest who put Saint James to death, was, in all pro-
bability, of that sect.

Besides these two great sects, there was a consi-
derable party attached to the persons of the Herodian
family ; who probably thought it the best interest of the

& &s BAlyous Te Evdpas obros &

Adyos dolkero, Tods pévror mp@TOUS
Tois afiwpact. This accounts for the
‘comparative silence about them in the
Gospels. There were probably few or
none of them in the villages of Galilee ;

in Jerusalem they would hardly fall in
the way of a popular teacher. They
dwelt aloof in their palaces, and were
less frequently in places of common
resort.

T Acts v. 17,
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country to remain quietly under the government of
native princes and the protection of the Roman em-
perors.  This faction most likely comprehended what
may be called the Grecian party; rather inclined to
Grecian habits and customs, than strongly attached
to the national institutes and usages.

At a considerable distance from the metropolis, in
some highly cultivated oases amid the wilderness on the
shores of the Dead Sea, were situated the chief of the
large agricultural villages of the Essenes.® According
to Josephus, their number was about 4000.* Almost in
every respect, both in their rules and in the patient
industry with which they introduced the richest cultiva-
tion into the barren waste, the Essenes were the monas-
tic order of the Jews. Among groves of palm-trees of
which, according to the picturesque expression of Pliny,
they were the companions, and amid fertile fields won
from the barren wilderness, they passed their rigid
and ascetic lives. They avoided populous cities, not
from hatred of mankind, but from dread of their vices.
In general, no woman was admitted within their do-

towns? The Essenes were the monks
of Judaism, and monachism seems to

s There is no certain derivation for
the word Essene. It is used by Philo

and Josephus, but occurs neither in the
Apocryphal books nor in the New
Testament, nor, according to Jost, in
the Rabbinical writings. This is to
me a convincing proof that they were
not found, as some, even Ewald, sup-
pose them to have been, in the cities,
but were strictly confined to their
own monastic settlements. Why, Jost
pertinently asks, did Josephus retire for
three years into the Desert, to acquaint
himself with their tenets, if he could
study them in Jerusalem or other

be the natural and necessary offspring
of all, especially Eastern religions ;
and even of philosophies, as with the
Pythagoreans, so long as philosophy
has not set itself apart from religion,
Herzfeld’s notion that they arose in
Egypt, and were really Pythagorean in
their origin, appears to me in itself
utterly improbable; and the few Pytha~
gorean maxims which they held are
common to all Asiatics,
t Ant, xviii, 11, 5.
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mains. Some of the inferior communities allowed
marriage, but only associated with their wives for the
procreation of children; the higher and more esteemed
socicties practised the most rigid celibacy, and entirely
forswore all communication with the other sex." Won-
derful nation, says the Roman naturalist, which endures
for centuries, but in which no child is ever born!* They
were recruited by voluntary proselytes, or by children
whom they adopted when very young, and educated in
their discipline. Among the Essenes all pleasure was for-
bidden as sin : the entire extinction of the passions of the
body was the only real virtue. An absolute community of
goods was established in their settlements: even a man’s
house was not his own; another person might enter and
remain in it as long as he pleased. The desire of riches
was proscribed ; every lucrative employment, commerce,
traffic, and navigation were forbidden. They neither
bought nor sold: all they had was thrown into a com-
mon fund, from which each received the necessaries of
life ; but for charity, or for the assistance of the poor or
the stranger, they might draw as largely as they would
on this general revenue. They were all clothed alike
in white garments, which they did not change till they
were worn out: they abhorred the use of oil; if any
one were anointed against his will, he scrupulously
cleansed himself. Their lives were regulated by the
strictest forms; they rose before the sun, but were for-
bidden to speak of any worldly business, and devoted all
the time till break of day to offering up certain ancient
prayers that the sun might shine upon them. After
this they received their orders from the superior, and
went to work, according to his commands, at the la-

@ Joseph, Ant. xviii. 1. 5. * % Dliny, Hist. Nat.
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bour or craft in which they were skilled; but their
artisans might only work on articles used in peace,
by no means on swords, arrows, or military weapons ;
though they carried arms, when they travelled, to de-
fend themselves against robbers. Having worked till
the fifth hour, eleven o’clock, they assembled for re-
freshment. First, however, they washed and put on a
linen garment; they then went into a room which no
one might enter into who was not of their sect. After
that they entered the common refectory as if it were a
sacred place ; there in silence waited till grace was said ;
then each received his portion from the baker and the
cook, of bread, salt, and hyssop. They abstained from
animal food, by which they were distinguished from
all their Jewish brethren. To them the law of clean
and unclean meat was superfluous. Another grace
closed the meal: then, putting off their sacred garment,
they returned to their toil till evening, when they again
assembled to supper. No noise or tumult was heard ;
they spoke only by permission and in turn: on other oc-
casions, if ten were met, one could not speak with-
out the consent of the nine. In company they were
to avoid spitting either before them or to the right
hand. They observed the Sabbath with the strictest
precision, not even lighting a fire, or performing the ne-
cessities of nature. At all other times they concealed
their excrements with scrupulous care, digging a pit
a foot deep, lest the holy light should be defiled. They
then washed themselves with the utmost nicety. On
the Sabbath they all met in their synagogues, where the
elders interpreted the sacred writings, explaining them
chiefly by parables.

In their religious opinions they differed from their
countrymen ; though they sent their gifts to the Temple,
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they offered no sacrifices there.” They were strict pre-
destinarians. They believed that the body was mortal, the
soul immortal: that the soul, emanating out of the noblest
and purest air, is imprisoned in the body, where it is sub-
jected to severe trials: when released from its corporeal
bonds, it escapes as it were a long servitude, and soars
back rejoicing to its native element. They believed,
with the Greeks, in a delightful region beyond the
ocean, in which the souls of the good dwelt for ever.
There rain, and snow, and parching heat were unknown,
but the air was continually refreshed with balmy and
gentle breezes from the sea. The souls of the wicked
were doomed to a cold and gloomy place of everlasting
punishment. They were great students of their sacred
books, and especially of the prophetic writings. Many
were endowed, according to Josephus, with that gift.
They studied likewise the nature and cure of diseases,
and the medicinal properties of herbs and minerals.
Their morals were rigid in every respect. They were
bound, by solemn vows, to worship God and to be just
to men; to keep inviolable faith; if entrusted with
authority, to abstain from all wrong and from splendid
apparel ; to love truth and hate liars; to communicate
only to the members of the society the tenets of the
gect; to preserve their sacred doctrinal books, and the
names of the angels. They paid the highest veneration
to age: many of them, from their temperate habits,
lived to more than 100 years. They abstained from all

v It does not seem, as some have

asserted, that they offered their own

sacrifices, or any sacrifices at all. I

suspect that they had a Buddhist aver-

sion to take away life. Philo says

distinctly—dv {@a karaBborres, aAr'
VOL. II.

lepompemets, 7ds davrdy diavolas
raraoxevd(ev &tiovvres. By this
the passage in Josephus must be inter-
preted. No doubt they quoted the
Prophets, that “the best sacrifice is a
broken and a contrite heart.””
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oaths, considering an oath as bad as perjury. They
abhorred slavery, as an infringement of the natural
liberty of men. In their civil constitution they were
all equal as regards their rights, but were divided into
four classes; of which the superior class looked down
so much on those beneath them, that if touched by
one of a lower order, they were defiled, and washed
themselves.

There were stewards who managed the common
stock, and officers who took care of all strangers who
might enter their towns. No one was admitted into
the society without the strictest probation; the prose-
lyte received a small pick-axe, linen garments, and a
white dress, and so commenced his year of noviciate.
After having given satisfactory proof of continence
and temperance for that period, he was admitted to
closer intimacy, and to wash in the holy water: yet for
two years longer he remained on trial, and only at the
end of that time was admitted to the common refectory.
Whoever was guilty of any great crime was expelled
from the society—a fearful doom! for baving sworn-
that he would receive no food but from his own sect, the
-outcast fed, like a beast, on the grass of the field, till at
length he perished with hunger. Sometimes, if at the
last extremity the criminal showed sincere repentance,
he was readmitted, from compassion, within the society.
But this awful fate was inflicted with great reluctance;
for justice was administered with the utmost care; and
no verdict could be given unless a hundred were present ;
it was then usually irrevocable.

The Essenes were cruelly persecuted by the Romans,
who probably entered their country after the capture of
Jericho. They were tortured, racked, had their bones
broken on the wheel, in order to compel them to blas-
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pheme their lawgiver, or eat forbidden meats. They
did not attempt to appease their tormentors; they ut-
tered no cry, they shed no tear; and even smiled in
the worst agony of torment; and in stedfast reliance on
the immortality of their souls, departed, rejoicing, from
life. These were usually called practical Essenes; there
was another class in Egypt, called the Therapeute or
Contemplative. These were mystics; they have been
claimed by some Roman Catholic writers as primitive
Christian monks, but, though doubtless the prototypes
of the monastic or eremitical life, they were as certainly
Jews,

The origin of this singular people, the Essenes, is
involved in obscurity. Some have deduced them from
very high antiquity, but without the slightest ground for
their opinion : others derive them from the Rechabites,
mentioned in the latter period of the monarchy. In
certain respects they may seem to have been formed
in imitation of the schools of the Prophets, some of
which, if not all, bound themselves to a severe and
abstemious life; and not only does Josephus inform us
that many of the Essenes pretended to the gift of pro-
phecy, but we meet with Essene prophets in several
parts of the later Jewish history. The main principles
of their tenets seem evidently grounded on that wide-
spread Oriental philosophy, which, supposing matter
either the creation of the Evil Being, or itself the Evil
Being, considered all the appetites and propensities of
the material body in themselves evil, and therefore
esteemed the most severe mortification the perfection of
virtue. The reverence for the names of the angels
points to the same source, and there is one ambiguous
expression in the account of Josephus, which, taken lite
rally, would imply that they worshipped the sun.

12
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On the complete alteration in the civil state of Judeea,
P. Sulpicius Quirinius, who had passed through all the
offices of the Roman magistracy, and attained the con-
sulate, was appointed to the prefecture of Syria. The
subordinate administration of Judza was entrusted to
Coponius, a man of equestrian rank. Quirinius is by
some supposed to have acted formerly as coadjutor to
the Syrian prefect, Saturninus, having been appointed
for the special purpose of conducting the general census
of the population in this region. This is what is incor-
rectly called the general taxation, in our common trans-
lation of St. Luke’s Gospel, which, in fact, was only a
registry. Quirinius had now the more invidious office
of taking a second census, of property as well as of per-
sons, in order to regulate the taxation exacted by the
Roman government from the subject provinces? The
proud spirit of the Jews submitted in sullen reluctance
to this last mark of subjection. The prudence of Joazar,
who, in what manner it is unknown, had resumed the
office of High Priest, repressed all dangerous indications
of discontent ; but the fiercer spirits found a leader in
Judas, called the Galilean, though born in Gamala, a
city of Gaulonitis. He was a man of eloquence, which
he employed on the popular subjects—the sovereignty
of God over his chosen people—the degradation of sub-
jection to a foreign yoke—the unlawfulness of paying

* This census, which first enregis-
tered the Jews as subjects of Rome,
not subjects to a king vassal to Rome,
was one of the great revolutions in
their history. It was this against
which Judas the Gaulonite proclaimed
his rebellious protest—it was the act of
the enslavement of the people, 7hy 8¢
&rorlunow odSly ¥AAo 4 Hvrikpus

Sovhelay émpépewy, It is singularly
in accordance with the whole spirit of
the Gospel, that the first (if it may be
s0 said) unconscious act of the unborn
Jesus was the quiet recognition of the
Roman sovereignty, an anticipation of
the giving to Cawsar the things that
were Cesar's, and a preannouncement
that his kingdom was not of this world,
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tribute.  Multitudes crowded around him: the high-
spirited—the adventurous—those who were full of burn-
ing zeal for their country and their law—unhappily
also the fierce and licentious. With his confederate,
Sadoc, & Pharisce, Judas formed a fourth sect, in addi-
tion to those of the Pharisees, Sadducees, and Essenes.
The watchword of his party was—We have no lord and
master but God. But the days were passed when a
similar war-cry had rallied the whole nation under the
banner of the Maccabees, and won the independence of
Judeea at the point of the sword. The circumstances of
the times were widely different; the national character
was altered for the worse; the power of the oppressor,
who wielded all the forces of the Western world with
Roman vigour and ability, irresistible ; and the God, in
whose name and under whose protection they had been
accustomed to triumph, was now about to withdraw his
presence. A kingdom, not of this world, was to rise out
of the ruins of the temporal sovereignty, which had so
long remained among the heirs and successors of David.
Judas himself perished—his followers were dispersed ;
but to the influence of their tenets, in support of which
numbers endured the most horrible tortures and death
with the martyr’s fortitude, Josephus attributes all the
subsequent insurrections, and the final ruin of the city
and the Temple. The Gaulonites were the doctrinal
ancestors of the Zealots and Assassins (Sicarii) of later
days. The sons of Judas were true to their father’s
precepts, and, as we shall see hereafter, shared his
fate.

Quirinius, having completed the sale of the confiscated
goods which belonged to Archelaus—deposed Joazar,
who had become unpopular, from the pontificate, and
substituted Ananus, the son of Seth—retired to Syria.
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Coponius remained as governor of the province. No
other incident of his administration is related, but a
singular story of a wanton profanation of the Temple by
some Samaritans, who stole in on one of the nights during
the Passover, and strewed the sacred pavement with
dead men’s bones.”

Coponius was succeeded by M. Ambivius, during
whose government died Salome, the sister of Herod,
leaving Jamnia and her other territorial possessions to
Livia, the wife of Augustus. M. Ambivius was followed
by Annius Rufus, This rapid succession of provincial
governors took place at the close of the reign of Au-
gustus ; his successor, Tiberius, pursued a different po-
licy. During his reign of twenty-three years, Judwea had
only two rulers, Valerius Gratus (a.c. 16), and Pontius
Pilate (a.c. 27). This was avowedly done by Tiberius
on principles of humanity, and implied a bitter sarcasm on
the rapacity of Roman prefects. “A rapid succession of
rulers,” observed the shrewd tyrant, “ only increases the
oppressions and cxactions of the provinces. The governor
who anticipates but a short harvest, makes the most of
his time, and extorts as much as he is able in the
shortest possible period. A governor who expects to
remain longer in office, pillages on a more gradual,
and therefore less oppressive system—it is even pos-
sible that his avarice may be satiated.”® He com-
pared a Roman province to the poor wounded man in
the fable, who lay by the wayside covered with flies;
and when a kind-hearted traveller offered to drive them
away, declined his service, as those were already glutted,
and would only be replaced by a more hungry swarm.
As if the governors of Judwa had exemplified the justice

# Joseph. Ant. xviii, 2. 2. b Joseph. Ant, xviii, 6. 5.
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of the Imperial pleasantry, the Jews petitioned Tiberius
for a diminution of the burthens by which they were
overwhelmed. The decision was left to Germanicus,
who was then in the East; but whether any inquiry
took place is uncertain. The government of Gratus is
remarkable only for the perpetual changes which he
made in the appointﬁent to the High-priesthood. He
deposed Ananus, and substituted Ismael, son of Fabi—
then Eleazar, son of Ananus—then Simon, son of
Camith—and lastly, Joseph Caiaphas, the son-in-law of
Ananus.

During this period Judzea enjoyed tranquillity, but the
Jews of Rome were exposed to a dreadful calamity.
The rapid progress of forcign superstitions, as they were
called, particularly among the women of high rank,
alarmed the vigilance of the government. A young
libertine, Decius Mundus, had bribed the priests of the
Egyptian Isis, and by their means, in the character and
habit of the god Anubis, had debauched the wife of
Saturninus, Paullina, a woman of rank and virtue, but
strangely infatuated by her attachment to the Egyptian
religion.® Mundus boasting of the success of his pro-
fligacy, the affair was detected. Mundus was banished,
the priests crucified, the temple razed, and the statue of
Isis thrown into the Tiber. Just at this juncture, some
Jews were discovered to have obtained so great an
ascendancy over the mind of Fulvia, a noble matron, as
not only to have made her a proselyte, but to have
extorted from her large sums of money, as offerings to
the Temple, which they had converted to their own use.
The Jews were involved in the same sentence with the
Egyptians; they were expelled from Rome, perhaps

¢ Joseph. Ant, xviii. 8,
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from Italy ; 4000 were drafted into the army, and sent
to Sardinia, where the greater part fell victims to the
unwholesome climate. Philo attributes this persecution
to the intrigues of Sejanus, who apprehended that the
attachment of the Jews to the person of the Emperor
might stand in the way of his dmgi designs; and adds,
that Tiberius, having discovered this after the death of
Sejanus, issued an edict more favourable to that people.t
Up to this period the Roman pretor seems to have
resided in Caxsarea, and avoided all collision between
his troops and the turbulent zealots of the capital.
Pontius Pilate determined to transfer the winter quarters
of his army from Samaria to Jerusalem. The Romans
had hitherto so far respected the prejudices of their
subjects, as not to introduce their standards, on which
appeared not only the offensive ¢mage of the eagle, but
likewise that of Cesar, within the wallsof the city. The
troops entered the gates by night, and in the morning
the people were shocked and surprised at beholding
the effigy of the Emperor publicly displayed in their
streets. They abstained from all violence, but a nume+
rous deputation set out to Ceesarea, and for many days
entreated Pilate to remove the standards. Pilate treated
the affair as an insult on the Emperor, and, weary of
their importunity, concealed some troops, with which he
surrounded and hoped to disperse them. When the
soldiers appeared, the Jews with one accord fell on the

4 Tac. Ann. ii. 85; Suet. in Tib,
xxxvi, The Jews even then inhabited
the Vatican in great numbers; they
were chiefly freedmen, Augustus had
treated them with extraordinary fa-
vour; indulged them in perfect free-
dom of worship ; gave them their full

share in the largesses of corn; and
when the distribution took place on
their sabbath, permitted it to be re-
served for the next day, Compare on
this Joseph, Ant. xviii, 3, with the
letter of Agrippa in Philo de Legatione,
p. 590.
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ground, declaring that they were ready to die rather
than sanction the infringement of their law. Pilate had
the prudence to withdraw the obnoxious emblems.®

The refractory spirit of Jerusalem broke out on other
occasions.” Pilate seized some of the revenue of the
Temple, and applied it to the useful and magnificent
design of building an aqueduct, which was to bring a
supply of water to the city from the distance of 200
stadia—about 25 miles. The populace rose, and inter-
rupted the workmen. Pilate, having dressed some of
his soldiers in the common garb of the country, with
their swords concealed, commanded them to mingle with
the people, and when they began their usual obstruction
to his works, to fall upon and disperse them. The
soldiers executed their commission with greater cruelty
than Pilate had intended, and committed dreadful havoe
among the unarmed multitude.®

Such was thie man, not naturally disposed to unneces-
sary bloodshed, but, when the peace of his province ap-
peared in danger, stern, decided, and reckless of human
life—on all other occasions by no means regardless of
ingratiating himself in the popular favour, before whose
tribunal Jesus Christ was led. Pilate was awed perhaps
by the tranquil dignity of Jesus, or at least saw no reason
to apprehend any danger to the Roman sovereignty
from a person of such peaceful demeanour. He probably
detected the malice, though he might not clearly com-

¢ It is difficult to decide whether

the account given by Philo, of the
hanging up certain bucklers in Herod's
palace, is a version of the same story
or a different one, The question is
discussed by Lardner, i, p, 184; by
Mangey in his note on the pessage in

Philo, ii. p. 591 ; and by Valesius ad
Euseb., H. E. ii. 6. Compare on the
subject of images, as permitted by the
Jews, a sensible note of Aldrich in
Cardwell's Josephus, ii. p. 498,

f B, J,ii9 8.

8 B, J. il 9. 4.
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prehend the motive, of the accusation brought forward
by the priests and populace. Still, however, he shrank
from the imputation of not being Caesar’s friend,” and
could not think the life of one man, however innocent,
of much importance in comparison with the peace of the
country, and his own favour at Rome. In this dilemma
he naturally endeavours to avoid the responsibility of
decision, by transferring the criminal to the tribunal of
Herod, to whose jurisdiction Christ, as a Galilean, be-
longed, and who happened to be at Jerusalem for the
celebration of the Passover. At length, however, finding
the uproar increasing, he yields without much further
scruple, and the Roman soldiery are permitted to be-
come the willing instruments of the Jewish priesthood,
in the crucifixion of that man in whom Pilate himself
could find no fault. We leave to the Christian historian
the description of this event, and all its consequences—
inestimable in their importance to mankind, but which
produced hardly any ¢mmediate effect on the affairs of
the Jewish nation. Yet, our history will have shown
that the state of the public mind in Judwa, as well as
the character of Pilate, the chief agent in the trans-
action, harmonize in the most remarkable manner with
the narrative of the ivangelists, The gencral expecta-
tion of the Messiah—the impatience of the Roman
sovereignty, fostered by the bold and turbulent doctrines
of Judas the Galilean—the extraordinary excitement of
the more fanatical part of the people, which led them to
crowd round the banner of each successive adventurer,
who either assumed or might assume that character—
the rigid prudence of the chief priests, lest the slightest
indication of revolt should compromise the safety of the
city and the Temple, and expose the whole nation to the
jealous resentment of the Roman governor—these cir-
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cumstances of the times sufficiently account for the
reception which such a teacher as Jesus of Nazareth
met with in Jerusalem. Appearing, as he did, with
doctrines so alarming to the authority of the priesthood
—s0 full of disappointment to the fanatic populace—so
repugnant to the national pride, as implying the disso-
lution of the Mosaic constitution, and the establishment
of a new and more comprehensive faith—and, above
all, openly assuming the mysterious title, the Son of God
—it excites less astonishment than sorrow and com-
miseration, that the passions of such a people should at
once take arms, and proceed to the most awful violence
against a Teacher, whose tenets were so much too pure
and spiritual for their comprehension, whose character
was so remote from their preconceived notions of the
expected Messiah.

St. Luke relates another characteristic act of violence
committed during the administration of Pilate, of which
the Jewish records take no notice,—the massacre of
certain Galileans while they were offering sacrifice.
Some have supposed that these might be followers of
Judas the Gaulonite.

An act which displayed the same vigilant jealousy of
popular commotion, and the same reckless disregard of
human life, led to the recall and the disgrace of Pilate.
The Samaritans had, hitherto, remained in peaceful
submission to the Roman government ; they are stated
occasionally to have shown their old enmity against the
Jews, by waylaying those of the northern provinces who
were travelling on their way to the Passover at Jerusalem.
Now, however, the whole province was thrown into a state
of excitement by an impostor, who promised to discover
certain vessels, according to his statement (grounded,
doubtless, upon some old tradition), buried by Moses on
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Mount Gerizim. Multitudes appeared in arms at a
village named Tirabatha, at the foot of the mountain.
Pilate, with his usual vigilance and decision, ordered
gsome troops to station themselves on the road, attacked
the village, slew the leaders, and dispersed the rest.

The Samaritan senate carried their complaints before
Vitellius, the president of Syria, the father of that
Vitellius who afterwards obtained the empire. Vitellius
sent immediate orders to Pilate to withdraw to Rome,
and there answer to the charges which were made against
him.?

Vitellius then, in person, visited Jerusalem; he was
received with great magnificence, and was present during
the celebration of the Passover. He remitted the tax
on the sale of the fruits of the earth, He likewise con-
ferred a benefit on the nation, which was considered of
signal importance. By a remarkable accident, the
custody of the High Priest’s robes of office had passed
into the hands of the Romans. Hyrcanus had been
accustomed to lay them up in the Baris, the castle near
the Temple. This usage was continued by his successors.
Herod having converted the Baris into the strong for-
tress called Antonia, it afterwards became the chief
place of arms to the Roman garrison. The Jews, tena-
cious of ancient customs, did not think of removing these
important vestments. They thus fell into the power
of the foreign rulers, who, as the High Priest could not
officiate without them, might impede or prevent the
performance of the Temple ceremonies. They were kept
in & stone building, and sealed by the seal of the High

b Tactus gives this character of Vi- apud posteros adulatorii dedecoris has
tellius :—¢ Regendis provinciis priscA betur: cessoruntque prima postremis,
virtute egit: unde regressus . .. . et bona juventm senectus flagitiosa obli-
turpe in servitium mutatus exemplar teravit.” Ann, vi, 32,
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Priest, from whence they were taken with great cere-
mony, seven days before the feast, and purified ; after
they had been used, they were replaced with the same
care. Vitellius gave up the robes to the High Priest,
and they were transferred to a treasury within the
Temple. Vitellius degraded Caiaphas from the High-
priesthood, and substituted Jonathan, son of Ananus, or
Annas. He then returned to Antioch.

During this period, the two other sons of Herod had
reigned in peace over their respective provinces: Herod
Antipas, as Tetrarch of Galilee, in Sepphoris, his capital ;
Philip in the district beyond the Jordan. Both had en-
deavoured to ingratiate themselves with the reigning
Emperor by the costly flattery of founding or ornament-
ing cities to be called after his name. Philip called
Paneas, Caesarea ; and Bethsaida, Julias. Antipas called
Betharamptha, Julias, after the wife of the Emperor, and
founded Tiberias on the lake of Gennesaret. The city
having been built over an ancient cemetery, Herod was
obliged to use force and bribes to induce the people to
settle there. Dhilip was a prince of great justice and
humanity ; wherever he went, the divan of justice fol-
lowed him; and directly any appeal was made to his
tribunal, a court was formed, and the cause decided.
He died about this time, without issue ; his territory
was annexed to the province of Syria.!

Herod had seduced and married Herodias his niece,
the wife of Herod Philip (not Philip the Tetrarch, but a
son of Herod the Great by Mariamne, daughter of
Simon the High Priest). It was on her account that he
put to death John the Baptist. This marriage led him
into danger, as well as into crime. His repudiated wife

! Joseph. Ant, xviii, 4. 6,
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was a daughter of Aretas, king of Arabia. This prince
took arms, to avenge the wrong and insult offered to his
daughter, and in a great battle, the whole army of
Herod was cut off. Herod sent to intreat the inter-
ference of Tiberius, who gave orders to Vitellius to
chastise the insolence of Aretas. Vitellius set his troops
in motion to advance on Petra, the Arabian capital. His
march lay through Judwea, but the heads of the people
sent an earncst request that he would not display his
standards, which were adorned with images, within their
territory.  Vitellius complied ; he sent his army across
the Jordan, and himself, with Herod and his friends,
went up a second time, to witness the Passover at Jeru-
salem. He deposed the High Priest, Jonathan, and
substituted his brother Theophilus. On the fourth day
of the festival, intelligence arrived of the death of
Tiberius, and the accession of Caligula. Vitellius dis-
missed his troops to their quarters, and returned to
Antioch.*

The accession of Caligula was an event of the greatest
importance to another branch of the Herodian family—
Agrippa, the son of Aristobulus, one of the two unfor-
tunate princes, the sons of Herod the Great by Ma-
riamne the Asmonean. The early life of Agrippa had
been a strange course of adventure and vicissitude. On
his father’s execution, he was sent to Rome, where he
enjoyed the favour of Antonia, the widow of the elder
Drusus, the brother of Tiberius. Antonia entertained a
sincere friendship for Berenice, the mother of Agnppa,
and under her protection the young Idumean prince
attached himself to the person of Drusus, the son of
Tiberius. Agrippa inherited the profusion, but not the

k Joseph, Ant, xviii, 5, 3.
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wealth, of the Herodian race. On his mother’s death,
he speedily dissipated his whole property, and found
himself overwhelmed with debts. His associate and
friend, Drusus, died; and Tiberius issued orders that
none of the youth’s intimate companions should be ad-
mitted into his presence, lest they should awaken the
melancholy recollection of his beloved son. Agrippa, in
the utmost distress, retreated to his native land, and
took up his residence at Malatha, an insignificant village
in Idumea. There he was in such a state of destitution
that he began to entertain designs of ridding himself of
his miserable life by suicide. His affectionate wife
Cypros consoled him in his despair, and gave him excel-
lent counsel. According to this at length he had re-
course to his sister Herodias, the incestuous wife of
Herod Antipas. Through her interest, he obtained a
welcome reception at Sepphoris, where the Ethnarch of
Galilee held his court. From Antipas he obtained a
yearly allowance, and the government of Tiberias. But
Herod, during the conviviality of a banquet, having cast
some reflection on his pensioner, the indignant Agrippa
withdrew from Galilee, and retired to the protection of
Pomponius Flaccus, the Prefect of Syria, into whose
good graces he insinuated himself with hereditary ad-
dress. At Antioch he met his step-brother, Aristobulus,
but there was not much fraternal amity between them,
and Aristobulus seized the opportunity of supplanting
his rival in the favour of the Roman Prefect. Agrippa
received a bribe, to secure his interest with Flaccus,
from the inhabitants of Damascus, who were engaged in
a dispute about their borders with the Sidonians. De-
tected in this discreditable transaction through the
jealous vigilance of his brother, he was forced to leave
Antioch in disgrace, and retired to Ptolemais in a state
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of the lowest indigence. There, through his freedman,
Marsyas, he tried in vain all the money-lenders, for he
had neither bondsman nor security to offer, till at last, a
freed slave of his mother lent him 17,500 drachms on a
promissory bond for 20,000. With this sum he got to
Anthedon, intending to sail for Rome. But he was sud-
denly arrested by Herennius Capito, Prefect of Jamnia,
for a debt of 300,000 drachms, which he had borrowed
at Rome of the Imperial exchequer. Agrippa promised
to settle the debt, but his vessel slipping her cables by
night, he escaped to Alexandria. There his wife, Cypros,
prevailed on the Jewish Alabarch to lend him 200,000
drachms. The prudent Alabarch, however, advanced
only five talents, promising that the rest should be forth-
coming on his arrival in Italy. With this money, having
sent his wife back to Palestine, Agrippa set sail for
Rome. On his landing at Puteoli, he despatched a
letter to Tiberius, then at Capreee. The Emperor sent
to congratulate him on his arrival, invited him to
Caprew, and entertained him with great courtesy, till a
despatch arrived from Herennius Capito, relating to his
dishonourable evasion from Anthedon. He was forbidden
the Imperial presence, and retired in disgrace to Rome.
But his mother’s friend, Antonia, still protected him.
She lent him a sum sufficient to discharge his debt to
the Imperial treasury, and Agrippa was reinstated in the
favour of Tiberius. The Emperor recommended him to
attach himself to the person of his grandson, the
younger Tiberius; but the Jewish prince, with better
fortune or judgement, preferred that of Caius Caligula.
In this state of advancement, he borrowed a million
drachms of Thallus, a Samaritan freedman of Ceesar,
and repaid his debt to Antonia. Unfortunately, one day
when he was riding with Caligula in a chariot, he ex-
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pressed aloud his earnest petition to Trovidence, that
Tiberius might speedily be removed, in order to make
room for a more worthy successor. The speech was
overheard by Eutychus, a frcedman, the driver of the
chariot. Eutychus, punished for a theft, hastened to
revenge himself by laying a charge against his master.
The dilatory Tiberius, according to his custom, post-
poned the examination of the accuser, who remained
in prison; till Agrippa, imprudently, or having for-
gotten the whole affair, urged on the inquiry, and the
fact was clearly proved. Tiberius was already offended
at the court paid by Agrippa to the young Caius; and
suddenly, in the public circus, commanded Macron, the
captain of his gnard, “to put that man in chains.”
Macron, surprised at the sudden change, delayed the
execution of the command; till, Tiberius returning to
the same spot, he inquired against whom the order was
directed. The Emperor sternly pointed to Agrippa, and,
notwithstanding his humble supplications, the heir of
the Asmonean princes, clad as he was in the royal
purple, was put in fetters like a common malefactor.
The day was excessively sultry, and a slave of Caligula
passing by with a vessel of water, Agrippa entreated for
a draught. The slave complied, and Agrippa promised
that when ho should be released from his chains, he
would repay the kindness through his interest with Cali-
gula—a promise which, to his honour, he faithfully kept.
Even in this fallen condition, Antonia did not desert the
son of her friend Berenice; she obtained for him some
mitigation of the discomforts and privations of his
prison. At length after six months’ imprisonment,
during which the historian relates a wild tale of the
augury of a German fellow-captive, from an owl on a
tree above them, of the liberation and future greatness
VOL. II. K
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of Agrippa, his release arrived. The tyrant of Capre®
expired. Immediately on the death of Tiberius, Mar-
syas, his faithful freed-slave, hastened to his master’s
dungeon, and communicated the joyful intelligence,
saying in the Hebrew language, “The lion is dead.”
The centurion on guard inquired the cause of their re-
joicing ; and when he had extorted the information from
Agrippa, anxious to propitiate the favour of a prisoner
whose advancement he foresaw, he ordered his chains to
be struck off, and invited him to supper. While they
were at table, a rumour reached the prison that Tiberius
was still living. The affrighted centurion bitterly re-
proached Agrippa with betraying him into so serious a
breach of discipline, and ordered the prisoner immediately
to be reloaded with his chains. That night Agrippa passed
in the most anxious state of suspense and apprehension.
With the morning the news was confirmed, and shortly
after Caligula entered Rome in imperial state. On the
very day of his entry, but for the prudence of Antonia,
he would have commanded the release of his friend. A
short time after he sent the order for his liberation,
received him at his court, and conferred on him the
vacant Tetrarchate of Philip, with the title of king.
He presented him likewise with a chain of gold, of the
same weight with that of iron with which he had been
fettered.'

Agrippa remained that year in Rome; during the
next, the second of Caligula’s reign, he arrived in Pales-

! This story is related more at the next with the utmost ignominy ;
length, as illustrating the relation of now as princes, now as miserable
the Jews, even of the royal race, to debtors; now in purple, now in a dun-
the Romans; the contemptuous su- geon—at the caprice of the Emperor or
periority with which they were at his favourites.
ond time treated with high honour,
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tine with royal pomp, to take possession of his dignity.
But if the good fortune of Agrippa excited the general
wonder, it aroused the bitterest jealousy in the mind of
Herodias, the wife of Herod, the tetrarch of Galilee.
She saw the splendour of her husband eclipsed by the
beggarly spendthrift, who, although her own brother,
had been dependent on their charity. The evil passions
of this woman were as fatal to the prosperity as to the
virtue of Herod. Her insatiable and envious ambition
would not allow him to rest till he had obtained a royal
title which should set him on a level with the upstart
Agrippa. Herod, whose character is described as cool
and crafty (he is designated in the Gospel “as that fox
Herod ”), was carried away by her perpetual urgency,
and, in an inauspicious hour, he undertook a journey to
Rome, in order to solicit the title of king. Agrippa
instantly despatched a messenger to counterwork the in-
trigues and outbid the bribery of Herod. The messenger
made such good speed as to arrive at Baie before the
Tetrarch. Agrippa’s letter to Caligula accused Herod
of former intrigues with Sejanus, and secret intelligence
with the Parthians. It charged him particularly with
having laid up a great store of arms, in case of a revolt.
Directly Herod appeared, the Emperor closely questioned
him upon the plain. fact, whether he had furnished his
pelace with large quantities of warlike stores. The
Tetrarch could not deny the charge, and Caligula imme-
diately deprived him of the ethnarchate, which he added
to the dominions of Agrippa, and ordered him into
banishment.™ Lyons, in Gaul, was the place of his exile ;
and thus, in the same remote province, two sons of the
magnificent Herod were condemned to waste their in-

- Joseph, Ant. xviii, 7.
K 2
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glorious lives by the summary sentence of the Roman
Emperor.

On account of her relationship to Agrippa, Caligula
was inclined to exempt Herodias from the disgrace of
her husband ; he offered to restore her to all the posses-
sions which she could claim as her own. In a nobler
spirit than could have been expected from such a woman,
Herodias rejected his mercy, and determined to share
the fortunes of her banished husband.

Up to the reign of Caligula, the Jews had enjoyed,
without any serious interruption, the universal tolera-
tion which Roman policy permitted to the religion of
the subject states. If the religion had suffered a tempo-
rary proscription at Rome under Tiberius, it was as a
foreign superstition, supposed, from the misconduct of
individuals, to be dangerous to the public morals in the
metropolis. Judaism remained undisturbed in the rest
of the empire ; and, although the occasional insolence of
the Roman governors in Judea might display itself in
acts offensive to the religious feelings of the natives, yet
the wiser and more liberal, like Vitelliug, studiously
avoided all interference with that superstition which
they respected or despised. DBut the insane vanity of
Caligula made him attempt to enforce from the whole
empire those divine honours which his predecessors con-
descended to reccive from the willing adulation of their
subjects. Every where statues were raised and temples
built in honour of the deified Emperor. The Jews could
not submit to the mandate without violating the first
principle of their religion, nor resist it without exposing
their whole nation to the resentment of their masters.®

» Compare throughout the two very rather the only valuable authorities
curious tracts by Philo, adversus Flac- for these events,
cum, et de Legatione, the chief or
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The storm began to lower around them: its first vio-
lence broke upon the Jews in Alexandria, where, how-
ever, the collision with the ruling authorities first
originated in the animosities of the Greek and Jewish
factions, which divided the city. This great and popu-
lous capital, besides strangers from all quarters, was in-
habited by three distinet races, the native Egyptians,
Jews, and Greeks. The native Fgyptians were generally
avoided as of an inferior class; but the Jews boasted of
edicts from the founder of the city, and from other
monarchs of Egypt, which entitled them to equal rank
and estimation with the desgendants of the Macedonian
settlers. They were numerous: Philo calculates that in
Eoypt they amounted to a million of souls.® They were
opulent, and among the most active traders of that great
commercial metropolis. It is probable that they were
turbulent, and not the peaceful and unoffending people
described by their advocate Philo—at all events they
were odious to the Greek population. The Roman pre-

° This included the Jews in Alex-
andvia, and scattered settlers up to the
borders of Ethiopia (p. 523).

Tradition thus speaks of the Syna-
gogue in Alexandiia :—¢ He who has
never seen the Double Hall of Alex-
andria has never beheld the majesty
of Isracl. It rose like a great Palace
(Basilica) ; there was colonnade within
colonnade ; at times a throng of people
filled the building twice as great as
that which went out of Egypt with
Moses, There were seventy golden
thrones within, inlaid with precious
stones and pearls, according to the
number of the seventy elders of the
Sanhedrin,  Each of these cost 25
millions of gold denarii. In the midst
arose an Alhamra of wood, on which

stood the choir leader of the Synagogue.
When any one rose to read in the Law,
the President waved a linen banner,
and the people answered ¢ Amen.”” At
every benediction which the Presi-
dent spoke, he waved the banner, and
the people answered ¢ Amen.” They
did not sit promiscuously, but each
separate with his guild, so that
strangers who entered might join
their guild, and every man find his
own trade.”

This remarkable illustration of the
traditions of the Egyptian settlement
of the Jews, which we are surprised
to find in the Talmud, is quoted from
the Suka, in Delitsch, Geschichte der
Judischen Poesie, p. 26.
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fect at this period was Flaccus Aquilius. For the five
last years Flaccus had administered the affairs of this
important province, and the municipal government of
this unruly city, with equal vigour and discretion. His
attention to business; his perfect acquaintance with the
usages, interests, and factions of the whole country;
his dignity on the tribunal of justice; his prudence in
suppressing all clubs and assemblies of the lower orders,
which were held under the pretence of religion, but
were acknowledged to be dangerous to the public peace,
excited universal admiration. He had introduced a
system of good and equal lgws into the city, while by
constant reviews of the military forces he had both im-
proved the discipline of the army, and overawed the
turbulent and disaffected by the display of his power.
The death of Tiberius, according to Philo, wrought a
total change in this wise and upright character. Flaccus
had attached himself to the party of the younger Tibe-
rius, and apprehended the resentment of the new Em-
peror. He became careless of business, remiss in all the
great duties of his station, his vigorous mind seemed
paralysed. The death of his friend Macro, who alone
repressed the violence of Caligula, deprived him of his
last hope of maintaining himself in the Imperial favour.
He determined, therefore, to ingratiate himself with the
people of Alexandria, in order that their good report
might plead his cause, and commend the wisdom of his
government with the Emperor. With this view he re-
laxed the sternness of his police, and allowed the Gre-
cian party to proceed to every outrage and insult on the
hated Jewish population.” The accidental arrival of king

P Philo describes the Greeks who dnuoxdmor, Aduwwves, YpauuaTos
Zot the ear of Flaccus and exasperated kdpwres, *ToiBwpos, cracidpxai, -
him against the Jews, as Jiovdouo, Aompdyuoves, kandv dvperal, Taoa-
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Agrippa was the signal for this collision of the two fac-
tions. On his way to Palestine, where he was going to
take possession of his kingdom, Agrippa, to avail him-
self of the Etesian winds, sailed direct to- Alexandria.
He arrived unexpectedly in the evening, and landed in
the night, that he might avoid all unnecessary display.
According to Philo, the sight of a Jew honoured with a
royal title, and surrounded by guards, whose armour
glittered with gold and silver, exasperated the envious
Alexandrians. They insulted him; wrote pasquinades
against him, probably alluding to the beggarly condition
in which he had before appeared in Alexandria ; brought
him on the stage, and even proceeded to a more offen-
sive practical jest.

There was a poor idiot named Carabas, who used to
wander naked about the streets, the butt of idle and
mischievous boys. Him they seized, and placed on a
lofty seat near the Gymnasium, dressed him in an old
mat for a robe, put a paper crown on his head, and a
cane in his hand for a sceptre. Boys, with sticks for
halberds, went before him to represent his body-guard ;
and, to complete the parody on the royal state of Agrippa,
some did him homage, some presented petitions, some
addressed him on affairs of state, and called him by a
word which signified “ Lord ” in the Syrian language.
Flaccus, though outwardly he showed all possible respect
to Agrippa, secretly connived at their insulting pro-
ceedings, and even fomented them. This, however, is
the most improbable part of Philo’s story ; for if it was
the main object of Flaccus to secure the favour of Ca-

fiméAiSes.  Tampon and Isidore were waAaidr, kal Tpéwov Tova yeyewvn-

famous libellers, perhaps also Diony- uéwmy wpds ’lovBafovs Admixfeiav:

sius, Philo, edit. Mang., ii. p. 520.  p, 521 —the almost innate hatred.
He speaks afterwards about the
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ligula, no man of his prudence would unnecessarily have
offended his acknowledged friend and favourite. Agrippa,
probably, soon withdrew from the inhospitable city,
bearing with him a decree of the Jews, in which they
offered to Caligula all the honours compatible with their
law. This decree Flaccus had promised to forward, but
had treacherously withholden from the knowledge of the
Emperor.  Encouraged by the apparent connivance of
the prefeet, the Greek faction assembled in the theatre,
and demanded, with loud cries, that the statue of the
Emperor should be placed in all the Jewish Proscuchee,
their oratories or places of prayer.  They then proceeded
to carry their own demands into exccution; they cut
down the trees which surrounded those picturesque
places of worship, burned some, and profancd the rest
by erccting images within them ; in the most considerable
they determined to place a great statuc in a chariot
drawn by four horses. Not having a chariot ready, they
seized an old one which had formerly belonged to Cleo-
patra, an ancestress of the celebrated Egyptian queen of
that name. A few days after their oratories had thus
been violated,® Flaccus issued an edict, in which the Jews
were called strangers, thus depriving them at once of
their boasted rights of citizenship, Philo would per-
suade us that the Jews had not given the slightest pro-
vocation, and bore all these repeated outrages with the
utmost meekness.”  This is not probable; and the next
measure of the governor seems as if it had been intended
to separate the two conflicting partics, and so secure the
peace of the distracted city. Alexandria was divided

@ Philo uses a singular argument propitiate heaven, as he assumes that
against this violation of the Proseuchz :  they do most effectively, by supplicas
that the Jews being deprived of their tions for the Augustan family, p, 524.
houses of prayer, would be unable to * De Legatione, p, 565,
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into five quarters, named from the first five letters of
the alphabet. Two of these were entirely peopled by
Jews, and many of them dwelt scattered about in
the other three. They were ordered to retire into one
.of these districts, which was so much too small to con-
tain them, that they spread about upon the sea-shore
and in the cemeteries.  The vacant houses in the quarter
from which they had retired were pillaged by the mob ;
the magazines and shops, which were shut on account of
a gencral mourning for Drusilla, the Emperor's sister,
were broken open: the goods publicly shared in the
market-place.  Philo complains that great distress was
caused by the pledges being taken away from the
brokers, whenee it appears that the Jews had already
taken up the profession of money-lenders.®  But this was
not the worst. Cooped up in one narrow quarter of
the city, they began to suffer dreadfully from the heat
and unwholesomeness of the air.  Pestilential disorders
broke out, and though the year was plentiful, they suf-
fered all the miscries of famine, for they were almost
besieged in their quarter.  Those who ventured out into
the market werc robbed, insulted, maltreated, pursued
with sticks and stoncs. Bloodshed soon ensued ; many
were slain with the sword, others trampled to death;
some, even while alive, were dragged by their heels
throngh the streets. 'When dead, their bodies were still
dragged along till they were torn to pieces, or so dis-
figured that they could not be distinguished if at length
recovered by their friends. Those who strayed out of
the city to breathe the purer air of the country, or the
strangers who incautiously entered the walls to visit and
relieve their friends, were treated in the same way, and

s P. 525,
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beaten with clubs till they were dead. The quays were
watched, and on the landing of a Jewish vessel, the mer-
chandise was plundered, the owners and their vessel
burned. Their houses were likewise set on fire, and whole
families, men, women, and children, burned alive. Yet-
even this was a merciful death compared with the suf-
ferings of others. Sometimes, from want of wood, their
persecutors could collect only a few wet sticks, and over
these, stifled with smoke, and half consumed, the miser-
able victims slowly expired. Sometimes they would
mock their sufferings by affected sorrow; but if any of
their own relatives or friends betrayed the least emotion,
they were seized, scourged, tortured, and even crucified.”

During all these horrible scenes, Flaccus, who could
at once have put an end to the tumult, looked on in
calm indifference. He now, according to his accuser,
openly took part against them. He sent for the prin-
cipal Jews, as if to mediate an accommodation, in
reality only to find new pretexts for cruelty. The Jews
had their Alabarch or chief magistrate, and their council
or senate. Flaccus ordered thirty-eight of the most
distinguished members of this body to be seized, bound
them as criminals, and, although it was the Emperor’s
birth-day, a day of general rejoicing, they were bronght
into the theatre, and publicly scourged with such cruelty
that many of them died instantly of the blows, others,
shortly after, of the mischiefs they received. It was
thought an aggravation of this cruelty, that as there
were different kinds of flagellation, according to the
rank of the criminal, these distinguished men were con-
demned to that usually inflicted on the basest. Those
who escaped with life, were thrown into prison; others

¢ Compare the De Legat,, p. 564, with the Adversus Flaccum,
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of this miserable race were seized and crucified. It was
the morning spectacle of the theatre to see the Jews
scourged, tortured both with the rack and with pullies,
and then led away to execution; and to this horrible
tragedy immediately succeeded farces and dances and
other theatrical amusements. Women were occasionally
seized and exposed to the public view—sometimes female
peasants were taken for Jewesses, when discovered they
were let go; if any doubt remained, swine’s flesh was
brought and the women commanded to eat; those who
complied were released ; those who refused, treated with
every kind of indignity.

As if to justify these cruelties by an apparent dread
of insurrection, Flaccus sent a centurion, Castus, to
search all the houses of the Jews for concealed arms.
The search was conducted with the utmost rigour, even
the women’s apartments ransacked, but no weapon was
found more dangerous than common knives used for
domestic purposes.

At length the hour of retribution arrived; all the
attempts of Flaccus to secure the favour of Caligula were
unavailing. A centurion, Bassus, was sent to arrest
him. Tlaccus had kept back a loyal address from the
Alexandrian Jews, which he had promised to transmit.
It had reached Rome, however, through King Agrippa.
Bassus proceeded, not with the boldness of a messenger
armed with an imperial edict, but as if he had to sur-
prise an independent sovereign in the midst of loyal
subjects." This seems to warrant a suspicion, either that
Flaccus entertained some design of revolting, or at
least, that his popularity at Alexandria was so great as

wék 1ol odpddpa dvdokiuelv wapd PBovAevoduevdy Ti vedrepov Ewpax-
7¢ mAeloTe uéper Tiis woAeds vexa Tov durd Thy Swnpeciav dpydoaca,
Tod u} wpoaioObuevov $Adrxor xal p. 333.
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to render his capture difficult and dangerous. Bassus
arrived at night, landed secretly, and found that Flaccus
was abroad, at a banquet given by one Stephanio, a
freedman of Tiberius. Onc of his followers mingled
with the guests, and finding that the governor was only
attended by eight or ten slaves, Bassus surrounded the
chamber with his soldicrs, and displayed the Imperial
edict. Flaccus at once saw his fate, and was led away
without resistance. It was the feast of Tabernacles:
but the sad and persccuted Jews had little inclination
for the usual joy and merriment of the season. VWhen
the rumour of the apprehension of Flaccus spread abroad,
they supposed it to be a deception intended to tempt
them to rejoicings which would be cruelly revenged.
When the intelligence was confirmed, they began, not
to rejoice over the ruin of their encmy, for that was for-
bidden in their humane law,” but to praise God; and
during the whole night the people were occupied in
hymns and songs of thanksgiving. The wrath of heaven,
as they belicved, now pursued the miserable Flaccus;
he had a tempestuous voyage; on his arrival at Rome
he was accused by Lampon and Isidore, two men of the
basest character;* his property was confiscated, and he
himself banished first to Gydra, an island in the Migean
Sea, proverbial for the hard fate of those who were
exiled to its shores. By the interest of Lepidus he
obtained a commutation of this punishment, and was sent
to Andros, where he arrived after a disastrous voyage,
and after having been an object of contempt or commise-

¥ The words of Philo : *Ovx é¢734- villains as painted, darkly enough no
peba . . & déomora, Tiuwplars éx0pod, doubt, by Philo, are curious studies of
Sediddyuevor mpds T@v iep@v véuwy Roman and provincial manners and
avBpwmromalfelv. p. 534, morals at this period,

* The lives of these two consummate
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ration in the various towns through which he passed.
Philo asserts that he was haunted by bitter remorse
for his cruelties towards the Jews. He was soon after
put to death in a horrible manner by order of Caligula.®

Thus Philo describes the persecutions of the Jews in
Alexandria, and the conduct of Flaccus; but it may be
justly suspected that both the sufferings and the peaceful
disposition of his countrymen are highly coloured ; and
in the character and motives of Flaccus there appecars
so much inconsistency as perpetually to remind us that
we are reduced to follow the narrative of an advocate,
not that of a dispassionate historian.

A deputation from ecach of the parties in Alexandria
arrived in Rome, to lay the whole history of the late
disturbances before the Emperor. At the head of the
Grecian party was Apion, a man of cloquence, and a
determined enemy to the Jews; on the other side ap-
peared Philo, the author from whose writings the recent
account has been extracted, a person of rank, for he
was the brother of the Alabarch, and of unquestioned
ability. The reception which the Jewish party met
with at first was apparently flattering; Philo alone ap-
prchended an unfavourable event. They presented a
memorial, which the Emperor seemed to receive with
gaiety and urbanity. They then followed the court to
Puteoli : their great object was to obtain the security of
their Proseuche from being desecrated by images. These
oratories they possessed in every city where they resided.

%1 am afraid that the manifest Read the frightful scene: he ends—
satisfaction with which Philo relates Totdvra xal PAdkkos émabe, yevdue-
the horrible execution of Flaccus »os &yevdordry wiomis 7ob p)
shows that he was not very deeply owepopagdas T@v Iovdalwy E0vos émi-
imbued with the humanity which he rovplas 77s éx @cot. p. 544,
boasts of as inculcated by his legislator, |
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While they were discussing their hopes of succeeding in
this great object of their mission, suddenly a man rushed
in with a pale and disordered countenance, and com-
municated the dreadful intelligence, that an edict had
been issued to place the statue of the Emperor within
the Temple of Jerusalem.”

The mad vanity of Caligula had been irritated by the
resistance of the Jews in Alexandria; other circum-
stances, combined with evil counsellors, made him de-
termine to triumph over what he considered the disloyal
obstinacy of this self-willed people. Capito, a receiver
of revenue in Judzwa, at first a very poor man, had grown
rich in his employment, and apprehended that com-
plaints of his exactions might reach the ear of the Em-
peror. He determined, therefore, that his accusers
should appear in an unfavourable light, and, to this end,
he persuaded certain Greeks, who lived mingled with
the native population in Jamnia, to build a miserable
altar of brick in honour of Caius. The Jews, as he ex-
pected, rose and demolished the altar; they then carried
their complaints before Capito himself, who seized the
opportunity of representing the affair in Rome as an
act of wanton and unprovoked sedition.

The evil counsellors of Caligula were Helicon, an
Egyptian, a slave by birth, a buffoon by occupation, and
Apelles,” a tragic actor, of Ascalon, in Syria. Both

7 This divine worship demanded by dotes coli vellent.”” Tac. Ann. i. 10:

Caligula was more unexpected and
offensive from the extreme reluctance
with which Augustus usually ac-
cepted, and the prudence, almost re-
verential, with which Tiberius usually
declined, such honours. ‘¢ Nihil deorum
honoribus relictum cum se templis et
effigie numinum, per flamines et sacer-

of Augustus,
p. 568.

* If Apelles was instrumental in
this transaction, he met with just
though horrible retribution,  Sue-
tonius relates, that as he was standing
with Caligula near a statue of Jupiter,
the Emperor sudderly asked him which

Compare De Legatione,



Book XII. DESIGN TO PROFANE THE TEMPLE, 143

these men were born and brought up in hostility to the
Jewish race. By their advice the fatal mandate was
issued, that a gilded colossal statue of Caligula should
be placed in the Holy of Holies, and that the Temple
should be dedicated to Caius, the present and younger
Jupiter. The execution of the edict was intrusted to
P. Petronius, who was appointed to succeed Vitellius as
prefect of Syria. But before we describe the attempt
to enforce this edict in Palestine, it may be well to an-
ticipate the fate of the Alexandrian deputation, which
is related by Philo, and is curiously characteristic both
of the Emperor and of the estimation in which the Jews
were generally held. After a long and wearisome at-
tendance, the deputies were summoned to a final audience.
To judge so grave a cause, as Philo complains with
great solemnity, the Emperor did not appear in a public
court, encircled by the wisest of his senators; the em-
bassy was received in the apartments of two contiguous
villas in the neighbourhood of Rome, called after Lamia
and Mzxcenas. The bailiffs of these villas were com-
manded at the same time to have all the rooms thrown
open for the Emperor’s inspection. The Jews entered,
made a profound obeisance, and saluted Caligula, as
Augustus and Emperor—but the sarcastic smile on the
face of Cains gave them little hope of success.* “You
are then,” he said, showing his teeth as he spoke, ¢ those
enemies of the gods who alone refuse to acknowledge
my divinity, but worship a deity whose name you dare
not pronounce "—and here, to the horror of the Jews,

of the two was the greater, Apelles the time that he was shricking in his
hesitated, and Caligula ordered him to agony.
be scourged with the utmost violence,  ® capxd{wy ydp ua xal ceonpds,
praising the sweetness of his voice all p, 597.
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he uttered the awful name.” The Greek deputies from
Alexandria, who were present, thought themselves cer-
tain of their trinmph, and began to show their exultation
by insulting gestures; and Isidore, one of the accusers of
Flaccus, came forward to aggravate the disobedience of
the Jews. He accused them of being the only nation
who had refused to sacrifice for the Emperor. The Jews
with one voice disclaimed the calumny, and asserted
that they had three times offered sacrifice for the welfare
of the Emperor—and indeed had been the first to do so
on his accession. “Be it so,” rejoined the Emperor,
“ye have sacrificed for me, but not to me.” The Jews
stood aghast, and trembling.  On a sudden, Caius began
to run all over the house, up stairs and down stairs; in-
specting the men’s and the women’s apartments ; finding
fault, and giving orders, while the poor Jews followed
him from room to room, amid the mockery of the at-
tendants. After he had given his orders, the Emperor
suddenly turned round to them: “Why is it that you
do not eat pork ?”  The whole court burst into peals of
laughter. The Jews temperately replied, that different
nations have different usages: some persons would not
eat lamb.  “They are right,” said the Emperor; it is
aninsipid meat.” After further trial of their patience, he
demanded, with his usual abruptness, on what they
grounded their right of citizenship. They began a long
and grave legal argument ; but they had not proceeded
far when Caius began to run up and down the great
hall, and to order that some blinds, of a kind of trans-
parent stone, like glass, which admitted the light and

b rdy dkurovduaoroy . . kal dva- €y Oeurdy, dux Hri Bieppnyévery
relvas Tas xé&pas & Tdv dupavdy, durohefel. Ibid.
trephuile mpdopnow, v budk &xov-
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excluded the heat and air, should be put up against the
windows.® As he left that room, he asked the Jews,
with a more courteous air, if they had anything to say
to him ; they began again their harangue, in the middle
of which he started away into another chamber, to see
some old paintings. The ambassadors of the Jews at
length were glad to retreat, and felt happy to escape
with their lives. Caius gave them their dismissal in
these words : “'Well, after all, they do not seem so bad ;
but rather a poor foolish people, who cannot believe
that I am a god.”¢

The instructions to Petronius, appointed governor of
Syria, were distinct and precise; he was to place the
statue of Caligula in the Temple of Jerusalem at all
hazards.® He was to withdraw, if necessary, the two
legions which were usually stationed on the Euphrates.
Yet he was too prudent and humane not to hesitate ; he
called a council, where the bigoted attachment of the
Jews to their Temple, and their formidable numbers,
both in Judwxa and other countries, were discussed. But
it was unanimously agreed that the mandate of the
Emperor was imperative ; and Petronius issued out orders
to the Sidonian workmen to malke the statue. He then
collected his troops, and went into winter-quarters at
Ptolemais. He had made known to the priests and
rulers of the Jews the designs of the Emperor; but no

€ rols ddAg Aecvkfi mwapamAnelots
Siapavéar Albous.

d Philo relates some curious acts of
Caligula’s self-deification (we must
remember that it is a Jew who writes;
but nothing seems to have been too wild
for this mad youth): his assuming the
attributes first of deities of the second
order, then those of the first ; dressing

VOL, IL

himself like Hercules, and Bacchus,
and the Dioscuri; then calling him-
self Hermes, Apollo, and Mars. Philo
well calls it v &fewrdTny éxfeiw-
ow. p.557.

¢ Compare throughout Joseph. Ant.
xviii. 8, with Philo de Legatione. In
the Syrian transactions I am more in-
clined to follow Josephus.
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sooner had the intelligence spread, than many thousands
of the people assembled from all quarters, without dis-
tinction of rank, age, or sex. They covered the country
for a great distance like a vast cloud ; they were un-
armed and defenceless; many of them were clad in
sackcloth, and had ashes on their heads, and every
mark of the deepest mourning. All with one voice de-
clared their steadfast and deliberate resolution to sacri-
fice their lives, rather than consent to the profanation
of their Temple. Petronius sternly rebuked them, and
insisted on his own obligation to fulfil the positive com-
mands of his sovereign. They answered, that they were
as much bound to respect the ordinances of their God—
that no fear of death would induce them to the viola-
tion of their Law—that they dreaded the wrath of their
God more than that of the Emperor.

Petronius shrank from the horrible task of com-
mencing a war of massacre and extermination for such
an object; and in order to obtain more certain infor-
mation on the state of the country, he left his troops
at Ptolemais, and himself, with some of his more dis-
tinguished officers, moved to Tiberias. Here many of
the rulers, and the people by thousands, crowded again
into his presence. Once more Petronius urged the
power of the Romans, the positive mandate of the
Emperor, and the uniform obedience of all other nations,
The Jews replied with entreaties and supplications,
that he would not think of violating their sanctuary
with the images of man. «Are ye resolved, then,”
said the Roman, “to wage war against your Emperor ?”
“We have no thought of war,” they replied unani-
mously ; “but we will submit to be massacred rather
than infringe our Law ”—and at once the whole body
fell with their faces to the earth, and declared that
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they were ready to offer their throats to the swords of
the soldiery.

For forty days this scene lasted : it was the time for
sowing ;' and the whole land remained uncultivated.
Aristobulus, the brother of Agrippa—Helcias, called the
Great—and others of the most distinguished men of the
nation—appeared before Petronius, and remonstrated
with him on the impolicy of reducing a flourishing pro-
vince to a desert, from which no tribute could be drawn.
The people, they urged, were obstinately determined not
to till the soil, and would betake themselves to robbery ;
so that it was impossible to calculate the dreadful results
of his persisting in the odious measure. They entreated
that he would forward their representations to Caligula,
in hopes that the Emperor might yet be persuaded to
relent.

The humane Petronius, after holding a council with
his friends, resolved to risk the wrath of the Emperor,
rather than deluge the whole country with blood.# Ac-
cording to one account, he determined not to forward
the petition of the Jews, but to delay, under the pre-
tence of allowing time for the statue to be finished ;
and to represent the inconvenience of permitting the
province to remain uncultivated, more particularly as the
Emperor and the court were about to visit Alexandria.

f Joseph. Ant. xviii. 8,4. According
to Philo, of gathering in the harvest.

mevoey, év bus *lovdator kad éxdoryy
woAw &iol maumAnfels Acfas Te

& According to Philo, Petronius had
some glimmerings of what Philo calls
Jewish philosophy : &AA Eixé Twa
Kkal Gurds, bs €oikev, dvadouara Tis
Tovdaikiis pthocoplas dua kal évoe-
Belas® &re Kal wdAut mpopaldow
&vexa Tis mwepl maBeldy owovdis, .
ére kal ap’ b Tay xwpev dmirpé- |

kal Zvpias® &ire xal Ty YuxHy
Surw Siarefels, dvrnndy xal &uro-
keAelore kal avroudfer T wpds
70 owoudis &fia ¢boe. This is a
curious passage, as if a knowledge of
the Jewish religion was a part of good
education.

L2
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But whatever turn he gave to the affair in his despatches
to Rome, he assembled the people at Tiberias; declared
his determination to suspend the execution of the decree
till he should receive further instructions ; and promised
that he would use all his interest to obtain the total
repeal of the edict. He well knew the danger to which
he exposed himself by his disobedience to the Imperial
decree ; but he was willing to stand the hazard in order
to preserve the Jewish people from the horrors of war.
He exhorted them in the mean time to disperse peace-
ably, and betake themselves to their usual occupations
and to the tillage of their lands. The season had been
uncommonly sultry ; the customary rains had not fallen,
But scarcely had Petronius ended his speech, than the
day, which had been till then serene, became overcast,
and the showers began to fall. The people saw the
mark of the Divine approbation with unmingled satis-
faction ; Petronius himself is said to have been greatly
struck by this singular coincidence.

The Jews, however, owed their security rather to the
interest of their king with the Emperor, than to the
humanity of the prefect. Throughout the history of the
whole preceding transaction, our two authorities, Philo
and Josephus, have differed in many most important
particulars. It is scarcely possible to reconcile their
narrative of the conduct of Agrippa. According to the
former, the despatches of Petronius threw Caligula into
one of his most violent paroxysms of fury. Before he
had recovered, Agrippa entered, and from the Emperor’s
fiery eye and disordered countenance, apprehended that
something was wrong. Caligula suddenly turned upon
him, and broke out into the bitterest reproaches against
his countrymen for their obstinate resistance to his will.
The Jewish prince was so appalled, that he trembled in
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every limb; he fainted away; and would have fallen to
the ground, but that his attendants caught him, and
removed him from the Imperial presence. Till the next
evening he remained without giving 8igns of life and
consciousness. At length he opened his eyes, and then
fainted again. The third day he came to himself, and
inquired with a shudder whether he was still in the
dreaded presence of the Emperor. His attendants
urged him to rise, to bathe and take refreshment; he
refused all sustenance, except some flour and -pure
water. Ile then sat down, and wrote a long letter to
Caius ; but that which is extant in Philo’s work dis-
plays too much of the Alexandrian orator to induce us
to suppose it genuine.®  Such is the narrative of Philo—
that of Josephus is more creditable to the character of
the king. Agrippa having entertained Caligula at a
banquet so sumptuous as to excite astonishment even
in that age of prodigal luxury and magnificence, the
Emperor offered to grant any request that he might
make. Agrippa, with a feeling worthy of one who had
the blood of the Asmoncans in his veins, instead of
demanding an accession of wealth or territory, im-
mediately petitioned for the repeal of the fatal edict.
The wounded pride of Caligula struggled hard with his
attachment to Agrippa, and with the shame of for-
feiting the Imperial word, which he had given with so
much publicity. At last, however, he relented, and the
fatal decree was suspended. At the same time the dis-
obedience of Petronius wasnot to be pardoned. A letter

® This letter, even 1f the declama- empire; as not merely the people of
tory work of Philo, is curious as illus- the Holy Land, but as settled in all
trating the position which the Jews parts of the Eastern world, in Asia
supposed themselves to hold in the Minor, Greece, Libya.
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was written, in which he was accused of having preferred
the bribes of the Jews to his allegiance to his sovereign ;
and he was commanded to prepare himself, as about to
undergo the mdst exemplary punishment. But this
letter was accidentally delayed, and the news of Cali-
gula’s death reached Petronius first. If Philo is to be
credited, this event was equally fortunate for the Jewish
nation ; for Caligula, with his customary irresolution,
repented of his lenity, and ordered a colossal statue of
bronze to be cast, which he intended, when he should
arrive at Alexandria, where he was to be solemnly in-
augurated as a god, to have placed by stealth in the
Temple of Jerusalem.'

It might seem as if the skirts of that tremendous
tempest, which was slowly gathering over the native
country and the metropolis of the Jewish nation, broke,
and discharged their heavy clouds of ruin and desola-
tion successively over each of the more considerable,
though remote, settlements of the devoted people. The
Jews of Babylonia had now their turn. There is some-
thing very remarkable in the history of this race, for
the most part descendants of those families which had
refused to listen to the summons of Zorobabel, Ezra,
and Nehemiah, and to return to the possession of their
native country. It was, perhaps, natural that men born
in a foreign region, and knowing the lovely land of their
ancestors only by tradition, or by the half-forgotten
descriptions of their departed parents, should hesitate
to abandon their houses, their fields, and their posses-

i Jost observes that of all this affair Ueberlieferung hat kaum eine dunkele
there is hardly an obscure trace in Erinnerung von den ganzen Vorfalle.”
the Rabbinical writings—Was noch Jud. i. p. 360,
seltsamer erscheint, die rabbinische
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sions, in the hospitable country to which their fathers
had been transported by force, but where they them-
selves had become naturalized. But the singular part
of their history is this, that though willing aliens from
their native Palestine, they remained Jews in character
and religion ; they continued to be a separate people, and
refused to mingle themselves with the population of the
country in which they were domiciliated. While those
who returned to the Holy Land were in danger of
forming a mixed race, by intermarriages with the neigh-
bouring tribes, which it required all the sternest exercise
of authority in their rulers to prevent, the Babylonian
Jews were still as distinct a people as the whole race of
Isracl has been since the final dispersion. They ad-
hered together, though wanting as well the bond of per-
secution, as the deep religious hope of restoration to the
promised land in more than their ancient glory; for
this hope was obviously not strong enough to induce
them to avail themselves of the present opportunity of
return, at the price of their possessions in the Median
dominions. Nor did they, like the Jews of Alexandria,
become in any degree independent of the great place of
national worship ; they were as rigid Jews as if they
had grown up within sight of the Temple. They still
looked to the Holy of Holies at Jerusalem as the centre
of their faith: they regularly sent their contributions to
its support. The passionate attachment to their native
country gave place to a more remote, though still
profound, attachment to the religious capital of their
people. The Temple became what the Caaba of Mecca
is to the Mohammedans, the object of the profoundest
reverence, and sometimes of a pious pilgrimage; but
the land of their fathers had lost its hold on their affec-
tions ; they had no desire to exchange the level plains
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of Babylonia for the rich pastures, the golden corn-
fields, or the rocky vineyards of Galilee and Judewa.
This Babylonian settlement was so numerous and
flourishing, that Philo more than once intimates the
possibility of their marching in such force to the assist-
ance of their brethren in Palestine, in case the Roman
oppression was carricd to excess, as to make the fate of
the war very doubtful.* Their chief city, Nearda, was
strongly situated in a bend of the river Euphrates,
which almost surrounded the town. Here, in a place
impregnable to the Parthian robbers, the Jews of Meso-
potamia had made a sort of treasury, in which they laid
up the tribute of two drachms a head, which was re-

k *E¢éBovy 8¢ adrdy (Petronium)
kal & mépav Eibgppdrov BSuvduers
#%et qdp BaPvAdva xal ToAAds
#ANas T@v Zatpameaidy Hrd Tovdaiwy
kaTexopévas . He dreaded a
general insurrection of the Jews from
all lands, who, gathering on every
side, might hem him in, and crush
him before aid could arrive, p. 578.

Agrippa in his letter says:—Kal
qwrd Tas mepay Evppdrov. Maca
yap &w pépous Bpaxéos (BaBurdvos
kal Tov BAAwy Zatpaready & dpe-
Taoay Exovot thy & kikAg i)
Tovdaiovs Exovowv dikyropas. p.387.
The whole of this affair, related by
Josephus, gives a notion of the
formidable numbers of the Jews in
these regions. Josephus expressly says
that the Jews hoped that all their
countrymen beyond the Euphrates
would join in the insurrection, éweid)
*LovSaidy putv &mav T dmép Ebppdrny
Subpuroy ovvemapdfioesbar oplow
#amoar. B. J., 1 2,

This Babylonian settlement is of

great importance in Jewish histery,
not less perhaps in Christian. I have
long held and more than once ex-
pressed a strong opinion that the
Babylon from which St. Peter’s Epistle
was dated is this Babylonian settle-
ment. What more likely than that
the Apostle of the Circumcision should
place himself in the midst of his bre-
thren in that quarter, and address
as it were a pastoral letter to the
conterminous settlements in Asia ?

It must have been for these Jews,
dwelling among the &vw BapBdpous,
that Josephus wrote the first version
of his ‘Jewish War’ in their native
tongue (Aramaic). It shows their im-
portance at the period immediately
after the Jewish war, even to a man
so entirely Romanised as Josephus, &
Tois §vw BapBdpois Ty marply pdvp
ovvrdas &vemepya mpbrepov. It
must have been addressed to his coun-
trymen, who spoke their own language
in those regions,
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ceived for the service of the Temple, and at stated
iutervals transferred to Jerusalem. In this city were
two orphans, named Asinai and Anilai, who had been
bred up as weavers, probably of those rich stuffs for
which Babylonia was so long celebrated. On some ill-
usage from the master-manufacturer, they fled to a low
district between two branches of the river, where there
were rich meadows, and a place where the shepherds
used to lay up their stores for the winter. There a
number of indigent and discontented youths gathered
around them, and they became the captains of a formid-
able band of robbers. They built a strong fortress,
secured by the marshes around, and levied tribute on
the shepherds, whom, however, they defended from all
other assailants. The Satrap of Babylon determined to
suppress them, and seized the favourable opportunity of
the Sabbath for his attack. Asinai happened to be
reposing among a number of his followers, whose arms
lay scattered around: he suddenly exclaimed, “I hear
the trampling of horses; it must be more than a troop
of wild ones in their pasturcs, for I hear likewise the
jingling of the bridles.” Spies were sent out, and the
whole band determined to sacrifice their respect for the
Sabbath to their self-preservation. They attacked and
defeated their assailants with great slaughter. Arta-
banus, the King of Parthia, heard with adwmiration of
their extraordinary valour, and sent to offer terms of
accommodation. Anilai was sent to the court, where
the king pledging his personal honour for their security,
Asinai was persuaded to follow him. The king received
them with great courtesy, admired their singular cor-
poral strength and activity, and refused all the secret
solicitations of his officers to rid himself by treachery of
such dangerous men. He even appointed Asinai to the
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supreme command in Babylonia, with strict injunctions
to suppress all robbers. Asinai conducted himself with
equal vigour and prudence, and rose to the highest
degree of wealth and power. But wealth and power
led to their usual consequences, insolence and injustice.
Anilai became enamoured of the wife of a Parthian
chieftain, whom he excited to hostilities, and slew.
This woman, to the great offence of the Jews, adhered
to the Parthian religion. The Jews strongly urged
on the brother, Asinai, the imperative necessity of
preventing this breach of the law in his own family.
Asinai at length strongly remonstrated with his brother,
and insisted on the dismissal of the woman. His
remonstrances were fatal to himself; for the Parthian
woman, apprehending some further exercise of authority,
poisoned Asinai; and thus the supreme authority passed
into the hands of Anilai. Anilai, with equal bravery,
but far less prudence and virtue than his brother, at-
tacked the territory of Mithridates, a Parthian chief-
tain of the highest rank and connected by marriage
with the king, surprised him by an unexpected attack
on the Sabbath, and took him prisoner. Contrary to the
advice of his more desperate associates, he refused to put
the captive to death, and released him. The royal wife
of Mithridates, furious at the disgrace, instigated her
husband to revenge; and they assembled considerable
forces. Anilai, disdaining to rely on the strength of
his marshes, advanced a great way into the plains,
where his troops suffered grievously from want of water.
In this state they were attacked by Mithridates, and
totally defeated. But desperate adventurers flocked
from all quarters to the standard of Anilai; his losses
were speedily restored, and he waged a marauding war
and carried fire and sword into the Babylonian villages.
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The Babylonians sent to Nearda, the chief settlement
of the Jews, to demand the surrender of Anilai. Those
in Nearda were unable or unwilling to comply with
this order. At length the Babylonians surprised the
camp of the robber, when his soldiers were sunk in
debauchery and sleep, slew the whole band, and Anilai
himself.

The Babylonians were not content with vengeance
against the offenders, but began to commit dreadful re-
prisals on the whole Jewish population. The Jews,
unable to resist, fled in great numbers to Seleucia: six
years after, many more took refuge from a pestilence in
the same city. Selcucia happened to be divided into
two factions; one of the Greeks, the other of the
Syrians. The Jews threw themselves into the scale of
the Syrians, who thus obtained a superiority, till the
Greeks came to terms with the Syrians; and both par-
ties agreed to fall upon the unhappy Jews. As many as
50,000 men were slain. The few who escaped fled to
Ctesiphon. Even there the cnmity of the Seleucians
pursued them ; and at length the survivors took refuge
in their old quarters, Nearda and Nisibis.

The assassination of Caligula delivered the Jews
within the Roman dominion from their immediate
danger, and delayed the fatal hour which his madness
seemed rapidly hastening. Agrippa was in Rome at
that critical period, and, during the confusion which en-
sued, he sustained an important part. His conduct was
honourable to his feelings, as well as to his address and
influence. He alone paid the last honours to his mur-
dered friend and Emperdr. He then became mainly
instrumental in the peaceful re-establishment of that
order of things, which, however different from what an
ardent lover of the old Roman liberty might have
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desired, was perhaps the best which the circumstances
of the times would admit. He persuaded the Senate
to abandon their unavailing resistance to the infuriated
soldiery ; reassured the weak and unambitious spirit of
Claudius; and at the same time dissuaded him from
taking those violent measures against the Senate, to
which the army were urging him, and which would have
deluged Rome with blood.!

His services were amply repaid by the grateful Em-
peror.  Agrippa reccived the investiture of all the
dominions which belonged to the Great Herod.  Judaea
and Samaria were rc-united with Galilee, Perea, and
the provinces beyond Jordan, in one kingdom : Abilene,
the district at the foot of Antilibanus, was added. Herod,
his brother, received the kingdom of Chalecis. This
donation of the Jewish kingdom was made with the
utmost publicity : the edict which announced it con-
tained a high eulogium on Agrippa; and the act was
registered on a brass tablet, in the Capitol. A treaty
was formally concluded between the Emperor and
Agrippa, in the Forum.

The death of Caligula was the signal for new commo-
tions in Alexandria. The Jews attempted to recover
their former rights. Claudius issued a temperate edict,
favourable to the Jewish inhabitants of that city, and
confirming their privileges™ This was followed by a
second general decree, which secured the freedom of

! This important part assumed by | vefay, L. x.p.670. The fact, however,
Agrippa in the restoration of the em- | that decrees so favourable to Agrippa
pire rests on the authority of Jose- | and to the Jews were issued by Clau-
phus, Ant. xix. 4, and B. J., ii. 11. | dius, seems to confirm the supposition
1, 4. The Roman historians are | that Agrippa rendered valuable services
silent, except Dion, who says inciden- | to the Emperor on his accession,
tally that Claudius made grants to ™ The two edicts in Joseph, Ant
Agrippa: ovumpdtorr! & THy fryepo- | zix. 5,
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religious worship to the Jews throughout the empire:
at the same time they were admonished to behave with
decency to the religions of other people. Under this
decree the inhabitants of Dora were condemned by Pe-
tronius, for wantonly insulting a Jewish synagogue by
placing a statue of Claudius within its walls.

Agrippa returned to his kingdom in great splendour.
He displayed the utmost respect for the national reli-
gion; he hung up in the Temple the golden chain
which Caligula had bestowed upon him, of equal weight
with the iron one with which he had been bound as a
prisoner, as a memorial of the rapid thange of human
fortune and of the protection of Almighty Providence.
He observed the Mosaic law with great exactness;
offered sacrifice every day; and abstained from every
legal impurity. In all other respects Agrippa aimed at
popularity ; he remitted the house tax of the inhabitants
of Jerusalem.® Yet the sterner zealots looked on with
jealousy; and while he was absent at Caesarea, one
Simon assembled a number of the people ; accused him
of violating the law, probably on account of his fondness

great respect for the common usages,
It was a custom -that bridal proces-

n The Rabbinical writings are ten-
der to the memory of Aguppa: they

dwell on the gentleness of his disposi-
tion. On the eighth day of the Feast
of Tabernacles, when the Torah was
read, *“ Thou shalt set him king over
thee whom the Lord shall choose. . .
Thou mayest not set a stranger over
thee, which is not thy brother”
(Deut. xvii. 15), Agrippa burst into
tears, for he was of foreign descent.
But a cry arose, “Be not troubled,
King Agrippa; thou art our brother.”
They thought no doubt of his kindred
with the Asmonean family. He had

sions should give way before the
king. Agrippa saw a bridal proces-
sion coming towards him, and turned
into a side street to let it pass. Jost,
i, 420.

A more doubtful instance of his
respect for the Law is recorded. In-
stead of executing criminals condemned -
to death, he let them fight as gladis
ators in his splendid amphitheatre at
Berytus, and kill each other. See next

page.
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for theatric exhibitions, and demanded his exclusion
from the Temple. Agrippa sent for Simon to Cesarea ;
placed him by his side in the public theatre, and mildly
inquired whether he saw anything contrary to the Law.
Simon was silent; upon which Agrippa dismissed him
without molestation.

The conduct of Agrippa to Silas, one of his faithful
followers, though more severe, can scarcely be con-
sidered as an exception to the general mildness of his
disposition. Silas had steadfastly adhered to his for-
tunes, and received as a reward the command of his
forces. But preéSuming on his services, he was per-
petually reminding the king of his former low condition.
His insolence, at last, provoked Agrippa to dismiss Silas
from his employment, and imprison him. Once he
relented; but the intractable Silas treated his over-
tures with the utmost arrogance; and Agrippa left
him in confinement. Agrippa exerciscd his supreme
authority in Jerusalem by continually displacing the
High Priest. He first deposed Theophilus, son of
Annas, and substituted Simon, named Cantherus, son of
Boethus.  Afterwards he offered the dignity to Jona-
than, son of Annas, who declined it, and his brother
Mathias was appointed. Before the close of his reign
he degraded Mathias, and substituted Elionaus, son of
Simon Cantherus.

Agrippa inherited the magnificent taste for building
which distinguished the elder Herod. At Berytus, a
city which he highly favoured, he built a splendid
theatre, where the most costly musical exhibitions were
displayed ; and in an amphitheatre in the same city,
two troops of gladiators, malefactors, of 700 each, were

o Joseph, Ant, xix, 7. 4.
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let loose upon each other; and thus horribly fulfilled
the sentence of the law.

In Jerusalem he commenced a more useful work. To
the north of the city, a new suburb, called Bezetha, had
grown up : this he encircled with a wall ; and was pro-
ceeding to strengthen the whole line of fortifications
round the city.? But Vibius Marsus, who had succeeded
Longinus as Prefect of Syria, beheld this proceeding
with great suspicion ; and, on account of his representa-
tions at Rome, Agrippa thought it prudent to desust
from the work.

Marsus watched all the motions of the Jewish mona.rch
with the same jealousy. Agrippa, probably with an
innocent view of displaying his magnificence, assembled
five kings at a great entertainment in Tiberiag; Herod,
king of Chalcis, his brother; Antiochus, king of Com-
magene ; Cotys, king of the Lesser Armenia; Sampsi-
geranus, king of Emesa ; and Polemon, king of Pontus,
Marsus arrived at the same time; and Agrippa, out -of
respect, went forth to receive him : the imperious Roman
sent orders to the several kings to withdraw themselves
into their own territories. Agrippa was greatly offended ;
and sent a letter to Claudius, earnestly entreating the
recall of Marsus.

Unhbappily, besides his splendour, munificence, and
conformity to the law, Agrippa sought other means of
ingratiating himself with his Jewish subjects—the per-
secution of the unoffending Christians. He put to death
James, the brother of St. John, and threw St. Peter into
prison.?

P This wall, according to Josephus, goAduats Telxos, §Aikov &y Tereadly
would have rendered Jerusalem im- &vfvuvroy THv é&v Pwuafois emolyce
pregnable to the Romans, ryAwobrov woAtoprlav. B. J.,ii. 11, 6,
yap wepiBdArew fptaro Tois ‘Iepu- 4 Acts xii, 2,
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Having completed a reign of three years over the
whole of Palestine, Agrippa ordered a splendid festival
at Casarea, in honour of the Emperor. DMultitudes of
the highest rank flocked together from all quarters. On

. the second day of the spectacle, at the early dawn, the.
king entered the theatre in a robe of silver, which glit-
tered with the morning rays of the sun, so as to dazzle
the eyes of the whole assembly, and excite general ad-
miration. Some of his flatterers set up a shout—“A
present god.” Agrippa did not repress the impious
adulation which spread through the theatre. At that
moment he looked up, and saw an owl perched over his
head, on a rope. The owl had once been to him a bird
of good omen. While he was in chains at Rome, a
fellow prisoner, a German, had augured, from the ap-
pearance” of one of these birds, his future splendid
fortune: but he had added this solemn warning, that
when he saw that bird again, at the height of his for-
tune, he would die within five days. The fatal omen,
proceeds Josephus, pierced the heart of the king ; and
with deep melancholy, he said, “Your god will soon
suffer the common lot of mortality.” He was imme-
diately struck, in the language of the sacred volume, by
an angel. He was seized with violent internal pains,
and carricd to his palace. There he lingered five days
in extreme agony ; being “caten of worms,” the cause
of his intestine disorder.” He died in the forty-fourth
year of his age, having reigned seven years over part of

* Joseph. Ant. xix. 8,

The account of the death of Herod
m Acts xii. 21-23 shows the same
event as seen from a Christian point of
view, * What ground has Jost for his
suspicion of poison ? — ¢ vielleicht
durch Vergiftung.” p. 422.

To Agrippa’s reign are attributed
humane regulations concerning idola-
ters.  The poor of them were to share
in the gleanings; the poor idolater
was to be aided with alme, the sick to
be tended, the dead buried like the
Israelites,  Gittin, 61 a,
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his dominions, and three over the whole of Palestine.
He left one son, Agrippa; an elder, Drusus, had died
in his infancy; and three daughters—Drusilla, married
first to Aziz King of Emesa, then to Claudius Felix ;
Berenice, married to his brother Herod, king of Chaloeis; -
and Mariamne. '

The inhabitants of Sebaste and Céeesarea, probably
the Greek party, and particularly his own soldiers, ex-
pressed the most brutal exultation at the death of
Agrippa. They heaped his memory with reproaches,
took the statues of his young daughters, carried them to
brothels, and there placing them on the roof, treated
them with every kind of indignity. They then made a
great feast, to celebrate the departure of the king.
Claudius heard with much indignation of this ungrateful
conduct, and ordered the cohorts in Sebaste and Ceesarea
10 be removed into Pontus, and their place to be filled
by draughts from the legions in Syria. Unhappily, this
purpose was not executed. The troops remained with
this sentence of disgrace rankling in their hearts, and
exasperating them to still greater animosity towards the
whole Jewish nation; a chief cause, Josephus adds, of
the subsequent disasters.®

s 3 kal Tois émobot xpévois Ty | paw &pxh, Tob KaTd SPADpov woAéuou
aeylorwy Tovdalois éyévero ouugo- | oméppara Bardrres. Ant. xix. 9. 2.
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BOOK XIIL

THE ROMAN GOVERNORS.

Cuspius Fadus — Tiberius Alexander — Ventidius Cumanus — Felix
— Porcius Festus — Albinus — Gessius Florus — Commence-
ment of the Revolt — The Zealots — Manahem — Massacre of
the Jews in the Provinces — Advance and Defeat of Cestius
Gallus.

AT the decease of Herod Agrippa, his son, who bore the
same name, was seventeen years old. He was considered
too young to bear the burthen of royalty; and Judea
relapsed into a Roman province. Cassius Longinus was
appointed to the presidency of Syria; Cuspius Fadus
was sent as governor of Judea. Fadus administered his
office with firmness. He found a civil war disturbing
the district beyond the Jordan: The inhabitants of
Pereea, on some boundary dispute, had attacked the
Philadelphians. Fadus seized three of the ringleaders;
executed one, named Hannibal, and banished the rest.
The easy yoke of Agrippa had permitted the robbers,
who perpetually rose up to waste this fertile country, to
gain head. Fadus made them feel the vigour of the
Roman arm: he cleared the whole country of their
bands, and put to death Ptolemy, a noted captain, who
had cotmmitted great excesses against the Idumseans and
Arabians, Apprehending, it may seem, that the High
Priest possessed too much independent authority, Fadus
proceeded to revoke the edict of Vitellius, by which the
custody of the pontifical robes had been surrendered.



ook XIII FAMINE IN JUDZEA. 163

He commanded that they should be replaced in the
garrison of Antonia; and Longinus himself appeared in
Jerusalem, with & oonsiderable force to overawe all
resistance. The Jews appealed to the Emperor, who, at
the earnest entreaty of young Agrippa, issued an impe-
rial mandate in favour of the Jews. At the same time
Herod, king of Chalcis, petitioned, and obtained the
sovereignty over the Temple, and the power of nomi-
nating the High Priest. He displaced Cantherus, who
had regained the office, and appointed Joseph, son of
Camith.

This was the second year of a grievous famine, which
for several years prevailed in Judeea. The metropolis
derived great advantage from the bounty of a royal
proselyte, Helena, the queen of Adiabene, a district
beyond the Tigris. She imported vast quantities of
corn from Alexandria and dried figs from Cyprus, which
she distributed among the lower orders. Her son,
Izates, who had likewise adopted the Jewish faith, sent
great sums to Jerusalem, for the same charitable pur-
poses. Helena was both the wife and sister, according
to the ancient Persian usage, of Monobazus, king of
Adiabene. Izates was the favourite son of that monarch,
who, apprehensive of the jealousy with which he was
looked on by his brothers, sent him to Abenerig, king
of Characene (a district on the Persian Gulf), whose
daughter he married. In that commercial district there
was a Jew merchant, named Ananias, who was accus-
tomed to have free ingress into the women’s apa?nents,
probably for purposes of traffic, and there seized” every
opportunity of teaching the religious tenets of the Jews.
Izates became a convert ; and, by a singular coincidence,
his mother, Helena, at the same time adopted the same
opinions. On the return of Izates to Adiabene, his

M 2



164 1ZATES. Book XIII.

father made him governor of a district named Carrhe, in
which, according to tradition, the remains of Noah’s ark
were still to be seen. On the death of his father, Helena
had the address to secure the succession to the throne
for Izates. His brother, Monobazus, assumed the crown
till Izates should arrive ; and the rest of the monarch’s
sons, by different mothers, were thrown into prison, and
were even in danger of their lives. Immediately that
Izates appeared, Monobazus abdicated the sovereignty ;
- Izates expressed great indignation at the imprisonment
of his brethren. Izates was so ardent a convert that
he insisted on undergoing circumcision. His prudent
preceptor, Ananias, from fear lest the unpopularity
of the measure should make the king odious to his sub-
Jects, and himself thus be exposed to personal danger,
dissuaded him from his desicn. But a more zealous
Galilean insisted that the honour of God was concerned ;
and the monarch immediately, to the great alarm of
Ananias, submitted to the rite. Izates was a king of
great prudence and resolution. By his moderation and
address he reinstated Artabanus, king of Parthia, on his
throne, from which he had been driven by his own
satraps; and, afterwards, dissuaded his son, Bardanes,
from entering into a war with the Romans. Bardanes
immediately declared war on Izates; but he was set
aside by his own subjects. The king’s brother, Mono-
bazus, and the chief satraps of the kingdom, endured for
some time, but with great reluctance, the yoke of a
sovereign who had apostatized from the national religion.
Monogznus conspired with Abiah, an Arabian king, to in-
vade Adiabene ; but Abiah was defeated with great loss.
Afterwards they had recourse to Vologeses, king of
Parthia; but his invasion was arrested by a rebellion
among his own dependants. On the death of Izates,
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who wore the crown for twenty-four years, his remains,
and those of his mother, Helena, were transported to
Jerusalem, and buried in a splendid cemetery, which re-
mained till the time of Jerome.

" Before the recall of Fadus, the peace of the country
was disturbed by an impostor, named Theudas, who gave
himself out as a prophet, and gained a great number of
proselytes. Multitudes thronged forth, with all their
possessions, to the banks of the Jordan, which Theudas
asserted that, like Joshua of old, he would divide in the
midst, and carry them through in triumph. Fadus, with
his usual vigilance, seized the impostor, cut off his head,
and sent it to Jerusalem.

To Fadus succeeded Tiberius Alexander.® Alexander
was an apostate Egyptian Jew. For, ifin the remote East
the worshippers of Jehovah gained royal proselytes, in
the West they lost some of their own sons of high rank.
Tiberius was the son of Alexander, the Alabarch of
Alexandria, and the nephew of the celebrated Philo. The
only act recorded of his short government was the cruci-
fixion of James and Simon, two sons of Judas the Gali-
lean, who had attempted to disseminate the dangerous
doctrines of their father. Notwithstanding, however, the
famine, by whi¢h the land was still afflicted—the sedi-
tious tenets of the Galilean rebels—and the government
of an apostate, which must have been singularly odious

* Josephus says of Cuspius Fadus
and Tiberius Alexander, 81 undtr =a-
_daKwvolyTes TEV watplwy 0@y, &
&ipfm b ¥vos SieptAafov. B, J.
i, 11. 6 ; see also Ant. xx. 5, 2.

Alexander in later times threw off
this milder character as he had thrown
off his religion. He was appointed
procurator of Egypt by Nero, and slew

50,000 of his countrymen in an in-
surrection at Alexandria. He was the
first procurator who dared to declare hig
allegiance to Vespasian ; and was pre-
sent during the siege and at the fall of
Jerusalem, Compare B.J.ii. 1.8.7;
iv. 10, 6; v. 1. 6; Suet#fVespas. vi. ;
Tacit. Hist. ii. 74. 79,
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to the zealous Jews, the province continued in peace
until the arrival of Ventidius Cumanus, to supersede
Alexander.

At this time Herod, king of Chalcis, died, having once
more changed the High Priest, and substituted Ananias,
son of Nebid, for Joseph, the son of Camith. He left
sons ; particularly Aristobulus, afterwards appointed, by
Nero, to the kingdom of Lesser Armenia ; but the king-
dom of Chalcis, and the sovereignty of the Temple, were
assigned to young Agrippa, who assumed the title of
king.

Dguring the government of Cumanus, the low and
gullen murmurs which announced the approaching erup-
tion of the dark volcano, now gathering its strength in
Palestine, became more distinct. The people and the
Roman soldiery began to display mutual animosity. To
preserve the peace during the crowded festivals in Jeru-
salem, the Romans mounted a guard in the Antonia,
and in the adjacent cloister. One of these soldiers,
to show his contempt for the religious rites and usages
of the Jews, indecently exposed his person.” The furious
populace not only vented their rage on the offender, but
uttered the most violent reproaches against Cumanus
himself. The governor immediately ordered his whole
forces into the Antonia. The affrighted people fled ;
the narrow streets were choked; and 20,000 perished.
The sacrifice was suspended, and the whole city given
up to wailing and lamentation.

This disturbance was scarcely appeased, when another
succeeded. Near Bethhoron, in the pass about twelve
miles from Jerusalem, a party, half insurgents and half

.
b This is rather differently related | The best comment is Horat. Sat. i. 9.
in Ant. xx. 5. 3, and B, J. ii. 12, 1, | 70.
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robbers, attacked, in the public road, Stephanas, a
slave of the Emperor, and plundered his baggage. Cu-
manus sent a troop of soldiers to plunder the neighbour-
ing villages, and seize the chief persons in them. During
this scene of pillage, a soldier found a copy of the Law of
Moses, and tore it to pieces, uttering the most offensive
blasphemies. The Jews sent a formal deputation before
Cumanus to complain of the insult; Cumanus, by the
advice of his friends, ordered the soldier to execution.
The animosities of the populace and the Roman sol-
diery were not the only conflicting elements in this
distracted country ; the jealousies of the natives began
again to break out. The road by which the Jews of
Galilee went up to the Temple, led through the territory
of'Samaria. The Samaritans waylaid and slew many of
them. Cumanus, bribed by the Samaritans, refused to
take cognizance of any complaints. The Jews, headed
by two valiant robber chieftains, took up arms, and set fire
to some of the Samaritan villages. Cumanus marched
against them ; and, with the aid of the Samaritans, de-
feated them. Jerusalem was in an uproar, and, but for the
authority and influence of the chiefs, the whole people
would have risen in insurrection. Clad in sackcloth,
and with ashes on their heads, the priests and rulers
passed through the streets, entreating the insurgents to
lay aside their arms, lest they should bring fire and sword
on the city, and ruin on the Temple. With difficulty the
tumult was allayed in Jerusalem. But the whole coun-
try was in a state of confusion. The Samaritans carried
their complaints before Ummidius Quadratus, prefect
of Syria. The Jews pleaded the wanton aggression of
the Semaritans, and their bribery of Cumanus. Qua-
dratus deferred his judgement, till a short time after,
having investigated the affair on the spot, he condemned
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the Samaritans; but put to death, as seditious persons,
all the Jews taken by Cumanus. He then removed his
tribunal to Liydda, where he received information that a
certain Dortus and others had openly exhorted insur-
rection against the Romans. He ordered the four ring-
leaders to be crucified; and sent Ananias, the High
Priest, with Annas, the captain of the Temple, in chains,
for trial at Rome. At the same time Cumanus, and
Celer, his military tribune, were also sent to Rome to
answer for their conduct before the Emperor. From
Lydda, Quadratus moved to Jerusalem, and finding
peace entirely re-established, he returned to Antioch.

Great interest was made at Rome by Cumanus, Celer,
and the Samaritan party ; but the influence of Agrippa,
then at Rome, predominated. Cumanus was banished ;
Celer sent to Jerusalem, to be dragged publicly through
the streets and beheaded ; the ringleaders of the Sama-
ritans were put to death.

In evil hour for himself and for his country, Jo-
nathan, who had succeeded to the High-priesthood,
exerted his influence to obtain the appointment of
governor of Judzwea for Felix, brother of Pallas afterwards
the freed slave and all-powerful favourite of the Em-
peror Nero. According to Tacitus, who is quite at
variance with the Jewish historian, Felix was already
in Palestine, as independent governor of Samaria, where
he had inflamed the civil commotions, and ought to
have appeared with Cumanus as a criminal before
the tribunal of Quadratus; but Quadratus, dreading
his interest at Rome, placed him by his own side on
the seat of justice. Cumanus was condemned, and
suffered the penmalty of the crimes of Felix as well as
of his own. Born a slave, Felix was magnificent in
his profligacy. He had three wives, all of royal blood.
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One of these was the beautiful Drusilla, the daughter
of King Agrippa the First, whom, by the aid of Simon,
a magician (by some, though improbably, supposed
the Simon Magus of the Acts), he had seduced from
her husband, Aziz, king of Emesa. Aziz had carried
his complacency so far as to submit to circumcision
in order to obtain the hand of Drusilla, who now gave
up her religion to marry Felix. Felix administered the
province with the authority of a king, and the dispo-
sition of a slave. Supported by the interest of Pallas,
says Tacitus, he thought he might commit all crimes
with impunity. The land was full of armed robbers,
who wasted the country. Felix at first proceeded with
vigour and severity against them; but afterwards, for
his private ends, entered into a confederacy with some
of the most daring.? The High Priest, Jonathan, assum-
ing the privilege of a friend, like the Christian Apostle,
would reason with him on temperance and righteousness.
His remonstrances, if at the time they produced the
same effect, and made Felix tremble, were fatal to him-
self. Felix, weary with his importunity, entered into a

¢ These three daughters of Agrippa
the First did little honour 9 their race
or their religion ; they vied with each
other in profligacy. Drusilla was the
eldest. The second, Berenice, was mar-
ried to her uncle, Herod of Chalcis.
On his death she remained a widow,
but in bad repute, as living in incest
with her brother., By her wealth she
tempted Polemo, king of Cilicia, to
take her to wife. Polemo, another
royal proselyte, submitted to circum-
cision, and embraced Judaism with
fervour and constancy. She left Pole-
mo to live a life of free indulgence,

Mariamne, the third, having repudiated
her husband Archelaus, married De-
metrius, the Alabarch of Alexandria.

d ¢« At non frater ejus, cognomento
Felix, pari moderatione agebat, jampri-
dem Judese impositus, et cuncta male-
facta sibi impun® ratus, tant& potentif
subnixus.” Tac, Ann, xii, 54, Com-
pare the whole passage.

¢ Antonius Felix, per omnem sevi-
tiam et libidinem, jus regium servili
ingenio exercuit, Drusilld, Cleopatre
et Antonii nepte, in matrimonium ac-
ceptd.” Tao, Hist. v. 9, Compare
Suet, Claudias, xxviii,
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secret conspiracy with some of the Sicarii, or Assassins,
the most extravagant of the school of Judas the Gali-
lean.® These were men, some fanatics, some unprin-
cipled desperadoes, who abused the precepts of the
Mosaic law, as authorising the murder of all on whom
they might affix the brand of hostility to their country
and their God. Having bribed Doras, the intimate
friend of Jonathan, through his means Felix sent a
party of these wretches into the Temple. With their
daggers under their cloaks, they mingled with the at-
tendants of the High Priest. They pretended to join
in the public worship, and suddenly struck dead the un-
‘suspecting pontiff, who lay bleeding on the sacred pave-
ment. From this period, says the indignant Josephus,
God hated his guilty city, and disdaining any longer to
dwell in his contaminated Temple, brought the Romans
to purify with fire the sins of the nation.

The crime remained unrevenged and unnoticed. The
Assassins, emboldened by their impunity, carried on their:
dreadful work. No man was secure. Some from pri-
vate enmity, others on account of their wealth, as they
pursued their peaceful occupations, were struck dead by
men who passed by, apparently unarmed and as peace-
fully disposed as themselves. Evenhe Temple was not
a place of safety; the worshipper did not know but
that the man who knelt by his side was preparing to
plunge a dagger to his heart.

e Joseph. Ant,, xx. 7. 3, Tac. was discovered, came to an end.
Ann, xii, 54, See above. ! kal Tdv Oeov . ... Pwualovs
The Mischna (Tract Sota, ix. 9) as- émayayelv fiuiv kal T méAet kabdp-
serts that at the time when these Assas-  giov wp, kal SovAelay miBarew obv
sins, or Sicarii, multiplied,. the sacrifice yvvaifl kal réxvois, qwppdvnaar Tais
_of a calf, which, according to the law, cuugopais BovAduevor fuds. Ant.
was made by the neighbouring city xx, 8. 5.
whenever the body of a murdered man
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Such was the state of the city ; the country was not
much more secure. The robbers multiplied and grew
more bold. Nor were these the worst. In every quarter
arose impostors, and pretenders to magic, who, assert-
ing their miraculous powers, led the people into desert
places, and harangued them on the impiety of obedi-
ence to the Roman government. Felix in vain scoured
the country with his horse ; as fast as some were seized
and crucified, others arose, and the fanatical spirit of the
people constantly received new excitement. The most
formidable of these men was a Jew of Egyptian birth.
He assembled in the desert, probably that of Quaran-
tania, between Jerusalem and Jericho, as many as 30,000
followers. He led them to the Mount of Olives, and
pointing to the city below, assured them that jts walls
would fall down and admit his triumphal entrance. Felix
marched out to attack him: the Egyptian escaped ; but
many of his followers were killed, many taken, the rest
dispersed.® )

In the mean time Claudius died, having promoted
Agrippa from the kingdom of Chalcis to the more exten-
sive dominion—the Tetrarchate of Philip, Gaulenitis,
Trachonitis, Batanea, and Paneas, to which was after-
wards added part of Galilee and Perea. On the whole,
the government of Claudius was favourable to the race of
Israel; but rather as subjects of his friend Agrippa
than as Jews. At one time he closed their syna-
gogues, and expelled them from Rome—probably on ac-
count of some tumult caused by their persecutions of the
Christians. Agrippa appointed Ismael, son of Fabi, to

¢ Compare Acts xxi. 38, The im- The rabble who joined him may have
mediate followers of the Egyptian reached the larger and vaguer number,
were probably 4000, as in the Acts. B.J.ii. 18.
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the Pontificate, vacant since the death of Jonathan—
though in this interval, probably, a kind of illegitimate
authority had been resumed by that Ananias, son of
Nebid, who had been sent in chains to Rome by Qua-
dratus, and had been released through the influence of
Agrippa. 1t was that Ananias who commanded St.
Paul to be smitten when he was addressing the people.
St. Paul either did not know or did not recognize his
doubtful title.

Up to this period, according to the representation of
the Jewish annalist, the Pontificate had remained almost
entirely uncontaminated by the general licence and tur-
bulence which distracted the nation. The priests were
in general moderate and upright men, who had endea-
voured to maintain the peace of the city. Now the evil
penetrated into the sanctuary, and feuds rent the sacred
family of Levi. A furious schism broke out between
the chief priests and the inferior priesthood. Each party
collected a band of ruffians, and assailed the other with
violent reproaches, and even with stones. No one inter-
fered to repress the tumult; and the High Priests are
said to have sent their slaves to levy by force the tithes
which belonged to the inferior class, many of whom in
consequence perished with hunger. Even the worst
excesses of the dagger-men seem to have been author-
ised by the priesthood for their own purposes. The
forty men who, with the connivance of the priests, bound
themselves by a vow to assassinate St. Paul, if not of the
fraternity, recognised the principles of that sanguinary
crew.

It was in Ceesarea that the events took place which
led to the final rupture with Rome. This magnificent

b Acts xxiii, 3,
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city had rapidly risen to a high degree of wealth and
populousness. It was inhabited by two races—the
Syrian Greeks, who were heathens, and the Jews. The
two parties violently contended for the pre-eminence.
The Jews insisted on the foundation of the city by Herod
their king, and on its occupying the site of the old
Jewish town called the Tower of Straton ; the Greeks
appealed to the statues and temples erected by Herod
himself, which clearly proved that Caesarea was intended
for a Pagan city. The feud became gradually more
fierce; tumults and bloodshed disturbed the streets.
The more aged and prudent of the Jews could not re-
strain their followers. The Jews were the more wealthy ;
but the Roman soldiery, chiefly levied in Syria, took
part with their countrymen. The officers attempted,
but in vain, to keep the peace ; and when Felix himself
came forth to disperse a party of Jews, who had got the
better in an affray, they treated his authority with con-
tempt. Felix commanded his troops to charge them.
The soldiery were too glad to avail themselves of the
signal for licence; many of the Jews fell, many were
seized, and some of the more opulent houses plun-
dered. After the recall of Felix, a deputation of each
party was sent to Rome, to lay the whole case before
the Emperor. The Jews brought heavy charges against
Felix ; but the powerful protection of his brother Pallas,
now in the highest favour with Nero, secured his impunity.
The Greeks, by a large bribe to Burrhus, who had been
the preceptor of Nero, obtained a decree which deprived
the Jews of the rights of equal citizenship. This decree
still further inflamed the contest. The Greeks became
more and more insulting; the Jews more and more
turbulent.

In the rest of the province the administration of the
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rigid but upright Porcius Festus caused a short in-
terval of comparative peace. TFestus kept down all the
bands, whether we are to call them robbers or insurgents,
and repressed the dagger-men.! His soldiers put to
death an impostor who had led multitudes into the
desert.

At this period King Agrippa resided in Jerusalem, in
the palace of the Asmonean princes, which stood on the
cliff of Mount Sion, towards the Temple. In front of
this was the Xystus, an open colonnade, which was con-
nected by a bridge with the Temple. Agrippa reared a
lofty building in this palace, which commanded a beau-
tiful prospect of the whole city, particularly of the
Temple courts. Reposing on his couch he might see the
whole course of the religious ceremonies. The priesthood
were indignant at the intrusion, and hastily ran up a
wall, on the western side of their own court, by which
they intercepted not merely the view of the king, but
that of the Roman guard which was mounted in the
outer western portico. Agrippa and Festus ordered the
demolition of this wall. The Jews demanded permis-
sion to appeal to Nero; Festus consented, and a depu-
tation of ten, headed by Ismael, the High Priest, and
Hilkiah, the keeper of the treasury, set off to Rome.
There they obtained the interest of Poppeea, the profli-
gate empress of Nero, whom Josephus describes as devout,
as if she had been inclined to the Jewish religion : if so,
she was mno very creditable proselyte. ~Through her
interest the wall was permitted to stand, but the High
Priest and treasurer were detained at Rome. Agrippa
seized the opportunity of appointing another High Priest

f The Sicarii, 80 called from a kind but curved like the Roman sica, Jo-
of sword or dagger which they carried, seph. Ant. xx. 8, 10,
about the size of the Persian acinace,
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—Joseph, named Cabi, son of Simon Cantherus. Soon
after, he degraded Joseph, and appointed Annas, the
fifth son of Annas, in Jewish estimation the happiest of
men, for he himself had been High Priest, and had seen
his five sons and his son-in-law, Caiaphas, successively
promoted to that dignity.* Annas united himself to the
sect of the Sadducees, if he did not inherit those doctrines
from his father. The Sadducees were noted for their rigid
administration of the law; and while the place of the
Roman governor was vacant, Annas seized the oppor-
tunity of putting to death James the Just, and others
of the Christians, at the feast of the Passover.! But
the act was unpopular, and Agrippa deprived him of
the priesthood, and appointed Jesus, son of Damnuai.
Unhappily for this devoted country the upright Festus
died in Judaa, and Albinus arrived as his successor.
With the rapacious Albinus, everything became venal.
At first he proceeded with severity against the robbers,
but in a short time began to extort enormous ransoms
for their freedom. This was little better than to set a
price on robbery and assassination. In the mean time
the taxes were increased, and the wasted country groaned
under the heaviest burthens. Two men alone grew
rich amid the general distress, the Roman governor and
Ananias, formerly High Priest, who, keeping both Al-
binus and the High Priest in pay, committed all kinds
of outrages, seizing the tithes of the inferior priesthood,
who were again so reduced that many of them died
of famine. Ananias was too wealthy a prize to es-
cape the robbers who infested the country. In the
open day, and at the time of a festival, they seized the

k Joseph. Ant. xx. 9. 1.
L Ibid. This passage seems to be genuine,
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geribe of Eleazar, captain of the guard, who was pro-
bably the son of Ananias, carried him off, and demanded
as a ransom the release of ten of their companions who
were in prison. Ananias persuaded Albinus, no doubt
by a great bribe, to comply. Encouraged by this suc-
cess, whenever any one of the Assassins was taken, they
seized one of the dependants on Ananias, and demanded
an exchange.

Agrippa, as if he foresaw the approachmg danger,
began to prepare a place of retreat. He enlarged the
city of Caesarea Philippi (Paneas), and called it Neronias.
But his chief expenditure was made at Berytus, where
he built a theatre, and at great cost provided for the
most splendid exhibitions. He likewise distributed corn
and oil; collected a noble gallery of statues and copies
from the antique ; in shert, he transferred to that city
the chief splendour of his kingdom. This liberality to
a foreign city was highly unpopular at Jerusalem. The
degradation of Jesus, son of Damnai, and the appoint-
ment of Jesus, son of Gamaliel, increased the general dis-
content. Each of these rival High Priests had his party,
who attacked each other in the streets; in short, every
one who had wealth or power assembled his armed ad-
herents. Ananias, as the richest, got together the
strongest band ; and two relatives of Agrippa, Saul and
Costobar, appeared at the head of their own followers,
plundering on all sides without scruple. ~Albinus aggra-
vated the mischief. ~Having heard of his intended
recall, he brought forth all the malefactors, who crowded
the prisons, executed the most notorious, but allowed the
rest to pay their ransoms. Thus the prisons were
empty, but the whole province filled with these despe-
rate ruffians. The completion of the works in the
Temple added to the multitude of the idle and unem-
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ployed—eighteen thousand workmen were discharged.
The more prudent of the people’dreaded the letting
loose this vast number of persons, without employment,
on society ; and with no less forethought they appre-
hended the accumulation of vagt treasures in the Temple,
which had hitherto been for the most part profitably
employed on the public buildings, and would now serve
no purpose but to excite the rapacity of the Romans.
They petitioned that the eastern portico might be raised
to a greater degree of magnificence. Agrippa, who
was entrusted by the Emperor with the command over
the Temple, refused their request, but permitted them
to pave the city with stone. He afterwards deposed
Jesus, son of Gamaliel, and appointed Matthias, the
last legitimate High Priest of Jerusalem.

Nothing was wanting to fill the measure of calamity
which this fruitful and once happy land was to exhaust,
but the nomination of a governor, like Gessius Florus,
who made the people look back with regret to the ad-
ministration of the rapacious Albinus.  Albinus at least
dissembled his cruelties and exactions. Relying on the
protection of the Empress, who was attached to his wife
Cleopatra by long friendship and kindred disposition,
Florus made an ostentatious display of his oppressions.
Without compunction and without shame, as crafty as
he was cruel, he laid deliberate schemes of iniquity, by
which, at some distant period, he was to reap his harvest
of plunder. He pillaged not only individuals, but even
communities, and seemed to grant a general indemnity
for spoliation, if he was only allowed his fair portion of
the plunder. Many villages and towns were entirely
deserted ; the inhabitants left their native country to fly
beyond the reach of his administration. Cestius Gallus,
a man of a congenial spirit, commanded in Syria. The

VOL. IL R N
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fear of Florus, as long as Cestius remained in Syria,
prevented the Jews from appealing to his tribunal ; they
would not have been suffered to arrive there in safety.
But when Cestius, during the days preceding the Pass-
over, visited Jerusalem, three millions of suppliants,
that is, the whole population assembled for the great
annual feast, surrounded him, and entreated his inter-
ference. Ilorus stood by the side of Cestius, turning
their complaints into ridicule.  Cestius, however, pro-
mised that he would use his interest with Florus to
treat them with greater moderation, and I'lorus, without
further reproof, was permitted to escort his colleague in
iniquity, on his way to Antioch, as far as Casarea.

In the mean time wild and awful prodigies, thus the
Jewish annalist relates, had filled the timid with appre-
hensions of the approaching desolation. But the blind
and desperate multitude neglected all these signs of
Almighty wrath. A comet, which had the appearance
of a sword, hung above the city for a whole year. While
the peoplo were assembled at the feast of unleavened
bread, at the sixth hour of the night, a sudden light, as
bright as day, shone about the altar and the Temple,
and continued for nearly half an hour. A cow led forth
to sacrifice, brought forth a calf. The inner gate on the
side of the Temple looking eastward was of brass, and of
such immense weight as to require twenty men to close
it in the evening. It was fastened by strong iron bolts, let
into the stone door-posts. Suddenly this gate flew open,
and it was with much difficulty that all the assembled
guard could reclose it. This the vulgar considered a good
omen, as indicating that God had opened the gate of
blessing : but the wise more sadly interpreted it as a
manifest sign of the insecurity of the Temple, and that
it prefigured the opening of the gate of the Holy Place
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to the enemy. A few days after this festival, a still
more incredible circumstance occurred; such, says
Josephus, as would appear a fable, had it not been
attested by eye-witnesses, and justified by the subse-
quent events. Before sunset, chariots and armed
squadrons were secn in the heavens; they mingled and
formed in array, so as to seem to encircle the city in
their rapid and terrific career. And on the Pentecost,
when the priests on duty entered by night into the
Temple, they said that they heard a movement and a
noise, and presently the voice as it were of a great host,
which said, “Let us depart hence.” More alarming
still ! while the city was yet at peace and in prosperity,
a countryman named Jesus, son of Ananus, began sud-
denly to cry aloud in the Temple—* 4 voice from the east !
a voice from the west! a wvoice from the four winds! a
voice against Jerusalem and against the Temple! a voice
against the bridegrooms and the brides! a voice against the
whole people!”  Day and night in the narrow streets of
the city he went along repeating these words with a
loud voice. Some of the leaders scized him, and had
him severely beaten. He uttered no remonstrance, no
entreaty for mercy, he secmed entirely regardless about
his own person, bat still went on reiterating his fearful
burthen. The magistrates then apprehended him, and
led" him before Albmus the Roman governor; there
he was scourged till his bones could be seen, he uttered
neither shriek of pain, nor prayer for mercy, but raising
his sad and broken voice as loud as he could, at every
blow cried out, Woe, woe to Jerusalem! Albinus de-
manded who he was, and whence he came ? he answered
not a word. The Roman at length supposing that he
was mad, let him go. All the four years that intervened
before the war, the son of Ananus paid no attention to
N 2
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any one, and never spoke, excepting the same words, Woe,
woe to Jerusalem! He neither cursed any one who struck
him, nor thanked any one who gave him food. His only
answer was the same melancholy presage. He was par-
ticularly active during the festivals, and then with
greater frequency, and still deeper voice, he cried, Woe,
woe to the city and to the Temple! At length, during the
siege, he suddenly cried out, Woe, woe to myself! and
was struck dead by a stone from a balista.

It is not improbable that the prophecies of the ap-
proaching ruin of Jerusalem disseminated by the Chris-
tians might add to the general apprehension. Mingled
as they were with the mass of the people, their distinct
assurances that their Divine Teacher had foretold the
speedy dissolution of the state, could scarcely remain
unknown, especially when, in obedience to the command
of Christ, they abandoned Jerusalem in a body, and re-
treated to Pella, a town beyond the Jordan.

There was another sign, which might have given
warning to the political sagacity or to the humanity of
the Romans, upon the nature of the approaching con-
test, as showing how immense a population they were
thus driving to desperation, and what horrible carage
would be necessary, before they could finally subdue the
rebellious province. When Cestius Gallus was at Jeru-
salem, at the time of the Passover, he inquired "the
number of Jews present from all quarters. The priests
counted the lambs sacrificed, and found 255,600. None
but Jews, and those free from legal impurities, might
sacrifice. Reckoning at a low average of ten to each
lamb, the numbers were 2,556,000. Josephus supposes
that three millions would not have been an immoderate

calculation.™

m See on these numbers below,
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The fatal flame finally broke out from the old feud at
Ceesarea.” The decree of Nero had assigned the magistracy
of that city to the Greeks. It happened that the Jews
had a synagogue, the ground around which belonged to
a Greek. For this spot the Jews offered a much higher
price than it was worth. It was refused; and to annoy
them as much as possible, the owner set up seme mean
shops and buildings upon it, and rendered the approach
to the synagogue as narrow and difficult as he could.
The more hot-headed of the Jewish youth interrupted
the workmen. The men of greater wealth and influence,
and among them, John, a publican, collected the large
sum of eight talents, and sent it as a bribe to Florus,
that he might interfere and stop the building. Florus
received the money, made great promises, and imme-
diately set out from Cesarea for Sebaste, in order to
leave full scope for the riot. On the following day, a
sabbath, while the Jews were crowding to the synagogue,
a man overset an earthen vessel in the way, and began
to sacrifice birds upon it. It has been conjectured that
this was a particularly offensive jest. The heathens
generally represented the ancestors of the Jews to have
been expelled from Egypt, as a race of lepers; and since
birds were the first sacrifice appointed in cases of leprosy,
it was most likely meant to gall the old wound.® How-
ever that may be, the more violent Jews, furious at the
affront, attacked the Greeks. The Greeks were already
in arms, waiting this signal for the affray. Jucundus,
the governor, attempted in vain to appease the tumult,
till at length the Jews, being worsted, took up the books

» B. J.ii. 14. 4, Dei (Levit. xiv.) fieri debuit.” Reland,
° “Hac re lepra Judeis exprobratur quoted by Hudson in a note on the
per mactationem avis supra vas fictile : passage in the B. J.
quod in leprosorum mundatione ex lege
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of their Law, and went away to Narbata, about 74 miles
distant. John the Publican, with twelve of the highest
rank, went to Samaria to I'lorus, implored his assistance,
and modestly reminded him of the eight talents he had
received. Tlorus threw them into prison with every
mark of indignity.

The news of this outrage and injustice spread to Jeru-
salem. The city was in a state of violent excitement.
It was the deliberate purpose of Ilorus to drive the
people to insurrection, both that all inquiry into his
former oppressions might be drowned by the din of war,
and that he might have better opportunities for plunder.
He seized this critical moment to demand seventeen
talents from the sacred treasury under pretence of
Casar’s necessities. The people assembled around the
Temple with the loudest outeries. The name of Ilorus
was passed from one to another with every epithet of
hatred and contempt. Some carried about a basket, en-
treating alms for the poor beggar, I'lorus. Neglecting
entirely the tumult in Caesarca, Florus advanced with
all the force he could collect against Jerusalem. To his
disappointment, the people, instead of maintaining their
seditious demeanour, endeavoured to excite his clemency
by the most submissive and humiliating conduct. They
crowded forth, received his army with acclamations, and
hailed the Procurator himself as a public benefactor.
But Florus was too keen-sighted to be imposed upon by
these unmerited marks of popularity. He chose to
remember nothing but the insults and contumely with
which his name had been treated. He sent forward
Capito with fifty horse, commanding the people to dis-
perse; they obeyed, and retreating to their houses,
passed the night in trembling expectation of his ven-
geance.
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Florus took up his quarters in the Palace? In the
morning his tribunal was erected before the gates. The
High Priest and the leaders of the people (probably the
Sanhedrin) were summoned to attend. Florus demanded
the surrender of all those who had insulted his name,
and added, if the heads of the people refused or delayed,
he should proceed against them as responsible for the
offence. The priests represented the general peaceable
disposition of the city, and entreated his forbearance,
throwing the blame on a few hot-headed youths, whom
it was impossible to dctect, as all had repented, and
none would confess their guilt. At these words Florus
broke out into the most violent fury; he gave the
signal to his troops to plunder the upper market, and
put to death all they met. The soldiery were but too
ready instruments of his cruelty. They cleared the
market, then broke into the houses, pillaged them, and
put to death the inhabitants. The narrow streets were
crowded with fugitives; many who escaped the sword
were trampled to death. Unoffending citizens were
seized, carried before Florus, scourged and crucified. Of
men, women, and children, for neither age nor sex was
spared, there fell that day 8600. Florus paid no regard
to the sacred rights of Roman citizenship ; some free-
men of the first distinction, for many of the Jews had
attained even the equestrian rank, were scourged and
exccuted with their meaner countrymen.

Agrippa was absent in Egypt, but his sister Berenice
was in Jerusalem, in pursuance of a religious vow. She
sent repeated messages to Florus, imploring him to stay
the fury of his soldiers; and even herself, in her peni-
tential attire, with her hair shorn and with naked feet,

¢ B, J ii. 15.
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stood before his tribunal. The Roman was deaf to her
entreaties; he had no ear but for the accounts of
wealth, which was brought in, every hour, in great
masses. Even in the presence of Berenice, her miser-
able countrymen were scourged and hewn down. She
herself was obliged to take refuge in one of the royal
residences, and dared not go to rest, lest the soldiers
should force their way through her feeble guard.

The next day multitudes assembled in the scene of
the massacre, the upper market-place; and among the
wailings for the dead were heard but half-suppressed
execrations and menaces against the cruel Florus, The
chief heads of the city with the priests were in the
greatest alarm ; they tore their robes, rushed among
the people, addressed them individually with the most
earnest supplications not again to provoke the anger of
.the governor. The populace, partly out of respect,
partly out of fear, quietly dispersed.

Florus and his satellites alone were grieved at this
pacification ; he determined, if possible, to renew these
profitable tumults. He sent for the priests and leaders,
and commanded them, as the last proof of their submis-
sion, to go forth and receive, with the utmost cordiality,
two cohorts of troops who were advancing from Cewsarea.
The priests assembled the people in the Temple, made
known the orders of Florus, and exhorted them to obe-
dience. The more turbulent did not disguise their sedi-
tious intentions. Then all the priesthood, the Levites,
the musicians and singers in their sacred vestments, fell
upon their knees and supplicated the people, that they
would not bring down certain ruin on the whole city, or
give excuse to the rapacious plunderer to profane the
Holy Place, and pillage the sacred treasures of God.
The priests of the highest rank, with robes rent and
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ashes on their heads, went about, calling on the most
influential by name, and urging with the most solemn
vehemence, that however degrading the submission to
the commands of TFlorus, it was a trifling sacrifice, if it
might avert the desolation of the city, and all the
horrors of war: that it would be the height of madness
to allow themselves to be borne away by a few of the
factious or misguided populace, whom they, the rather,
ought to overawe with their authority.

They succeeded in allaying, for the time, the enraged
multitude ; the more turbulent were silenced, as
menaces were mingled with entreaties; and the chief
priests led forth the whole populace in peaceful array.
The procession, in obedience to their admonitions, wel-
comed the cohorts with apparent gladness. The cohorts,
who had received their secret instructions from Florus,
advanced in sullen silence, not condescending to return
the greetings. The more violent Jews took fire, and
broke out into audible imprecations against Florus. The
troops turned upon them ; struck them with their staves;
the horsemen rode over them, and trampled them
down; many were bruised, many wounded. At the
gates there was a violent rush to obtain entrance. Those
behind pressed on those before; the horsemen came
trampling on, and forcing their way through the dense
mass ; numbers fell, pushed down by their own people,
or under the hoofs of the horses; their bodies were so
crushed and mangled, that when they were taken up
for burial, they could not be distinguished by their
friends.

The soldiery still kept on, advancing, and driving the
multitude before them, or riding over them, all through
the suburb of Bezetha. Their object was to press for-
ward, and gain possession at the same time of the Au-
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tonia and the Temple. At this moment Florus sallied
from the Palace, and attempted to force his way to that
part of the castle which joined the Temple, but without
success: for the people blocked up the narrow streets,
so that his men could not cut their way through the
living masses, and were themselves beaten down by
stones and missiles from the roofs of the houses. They
retreated to their quarters. The insurgents, apprchend-
ing that the enemy might force their way from the
Antonia to the Temple, cut off the porticoes and gal-
leries which connected them. This bold measure made
Tlorus despair of succeeding in his main object, the
plunder of the sacred treasury during the confusion.
He suspended the attack, sent for the chief priests and
rulers, and proposed to evacuate the city ; but offered
to leave a guard of sufficient force to preserve the peace.
They entreated him to leave only one cohort, and that,
not the one which had been engaged against the people.
On these terms, Florus retired unmolested to Ceesarea.

But Florus did not yet despair of inflaming the pro-
vince and commencing an open war on more advan-
tageous terms. He sent to his superior officer, Cestius
Gallus, an artful representation of the tumults, in which
all the blame was laid on the intractable and rebellious
spirit of the Jews, whose unprovoked and wanton insults
on the Roman authority had called for instant and ex-
emplary justice. The Jews on their part were not
remiss, The Rulers and Berenice sent the most touch-
ing accounts of the terrible rapacity and cruelty of
Florus and his troops. Cestius summoned a council ; in
which it was resolved that he should repair in person to
Jerusalem, to examine into the causes of the revolt, to
punish the guilty, and confirm the Roman party in their
allegiance.
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In the mean time he sent forward Neopolitanus, a
centurion, to prepare for his approach. At Jamnia,
Neopolitanus met with Agrippa, then on his return from
Egypt, and communicated to him the object of hig mis-
sion. Before they left Jamnia, a deputation of the
priesthood and heads of the people appeared, to con-
gratulate Agrippa on his return. Agrippa artfully dis-
sembled his compassion, and cven affected to reprove
the turbulent conduct of his countrymen. About seven
or eight miles from Jerusalem, Neopolitanus and
Agrippa were met by a more mournful procession. The
people were preceded by the wives of those who had
been slain. The women, with wild shricks and out-
cries, called on Agrippa for protection ; and recounted
to Neopolitanus all the miseries they had undergone
from the cruelty of Ilorus. On the entrance of the king
and the Roman into the city, they were led to the
ruined market-place, and shown the shops that had been
plundered, and the desolate houses where the inhabit-
ants had been massacred.  Neopolitanus having passed
through the whole city, and found it in profound peace,
went up to the Temple, paid his adorations there in the
court of the Gentiles, exhorted the people to maintain
their loyal demeanour, and returned to Cestius.

Agrippa, on his part, declined to countenance an em-
bassy which they proposed to send to Nero. He assem-
bled the whole multitude before the Xystus, and taking
his seat in a lofty part of the Palace, with Berenice by
his side, commenced a long harangue. He enlarged on
the prospect of a milder government than that which
had recently afflicted them, when the real state of the
province should reach the ears of the Emperor. He
urged that their hopes of independence were vain: if
they could not resist part of the Roman forces under
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Pompey, how could they expect to make any effectual
struggle when the Romans wielded the power of the
whole universe? He adduced the example of all other
nations, Greeks, Germans, Gauls, Africans, Asiatics,
who were held in submission by a few Roman troops:
finally, he dwelt on the horrors of war, and the danger
of destruction which they would bring on the city and
the Holy Place. He ended in tears, and his sister wept
aloud. The people, with one voice, cried out, that they
had taken arms, not against the Romans, but against
Florus. Agrippa replied, that the refusal of tribute,
and the demolition of the galleries which united the
Antonia with the Temple, were overt acts of war against
Rome. He exhorted them forthwith to discharge their
tribute, and repair the buildings. The people obeyed.
The king and Berenice joined eagerly in urging for-
ward the reconstruction of the porticoes.  Chief per-
sons were gent out to collect the arrears of tribute,
and forty talents were speedily brought in. The war
seemed at an end; and Agrippa might entertain the
lofty satisfaction of having by his influence averted
inevitable ruin from his country, profanation and sacri-
lege from the Temple of his God. The cornfields and
vineyards of Judea might yet escape the trampling
havoc of armed squadrons; the city at its festivals re-
ceive its gay and cheerful inhabitants; the Temple
resound with the uninterrupted music and psalmody of
the whole united nation. Vain hope! the fire was only
smothered, not extinct. In an evil moment, Agrippa
attempted to persuade the people to render the usual
allegiance to Florus, until the Emperor should send
another governor in his place. At the sound of that
name, all influence and authority fell, as it were by
magic, from the person of Agrippa. The populace rose,
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began to assail him, first with insulting language, after-
wards with stones ; they even ordered him to leave the
city. Despairing, at the same time, of being of any
farther use, and indignant at this treatment, Agrippa,
having sent certain of the leaders to Ilorus, in order
that he might nominate some of them to collect the
tribute, retreated to his own kingdom, and left the un-
grateful city to its fate.

Still the more prudent of the higher orders enter-
tained hopes of quelling the tumult, and averting the
storm. But every day the breach became more in-
evitable. The important fortress named Masada stood
on the brow of a hill, at no great distance from the
Dead Sea, near the fertile spot called the gardens of
Engeddi. It was a place of great strength, originally
built by Jonathan the Macéabean, and fortified at great
expense by Herod. Some of the bolder and more zea-
lous of the war party contrived to obtain entrance into
this post, put the Roman garrison to the sword, and
openly unfolded the banner of revolt. In the city a still
more decisive measure was taken. It had been the cus-
tom to receive the gifts and sacrifices of foreign potentates
in the Temple; and since the time of Julius Casar,
according to the policy of Rome, offerings had been regu-
larly made, in the name of the Emperor, to the national
God of the Hebrews. Eleazar, the son of Ananias, the
chief priest, who then commanded the guard in the
Temple, had the ambition of becoming the head of the
war faction. He persuaded the lower orders of the offi-
ciating priests to reject the Imperial offerings, and to
make a regulation that from that time no foreigner
should be allowed to sacrifice in the Temple. This was
a direct renunciation of allegiance. The Roman party,
or rather that party which was anxious to preserve
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peace, made a strong but unavailing effort. The chief
priests, joined by the heads of the Pharisees, who as yet
had maintained great influence over the populace, met
in frequent council. They agreed to assemble the people
in the quadrangle of the Temple, which was before the
great brazen gate which looked to the east: this was
called also the Gate of Nicanor.? They addressed them in
strong language, representing the honour and wealth
that the Temple had long obtained by the splendid dona-
tions of forcigners. They urged that this act amounted
to an open declaration of war; that it was not merely
inhospitable, but impious, to preclude strangers from
offering victims, and kneeling in worship before God ;
that they would consider such a decree an act of
inhumanity against an individual; how much greater
then must it be against the Emperor and the whole Ro-
man people! Above all, the Jews must take heed lest,
by prohibiting others to sacrifice, they bring upon them-
selves the same prohibition; and thus, having as it
were outlawed the rest of the world, be themselves con-
demned to a more fatal outlawry. They then brought
forward those who were thought best acquainted with
the precedents and customs of the Temple worship.
The learned in the law unanimously declared that it was
the ancient and immemorial usage to receive the offerings
of strangers. The violent faction paid not the least
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attention to argument or remonstrance ; the lower order
of priests openly refused to officiate. The pacific party
made one effort more. They sent one deputation,
headed by Simon, son of Ananias, to Ilorus; another to
Agrippa, headed by his relatives, Saul, Antipas, and
Costobar, entreating them to march instantly on Jeru-
salem, or all would be lost. These were glad tidings to
I'lorus, who saw, in quiet and ferocious delight, the pro-
gress of the mutiny. He did not condescend to reply.
Agrippa, still anxious to preserve the city and Temple,
sent immediately 3000 horse from Auranitis, Batanea,
and Trachonitis, commanded by Darius and Philip the
son of Jacimus.

On the arrival of these troops, the chiefs of the people
made themselves masters of the upper city. The insur-
gents, under Eleazar, who now appeared openly at the
head of the war faction, occupied Acra and the Temple.
The two parties began to assail each other with missiles
and slings. Bands occasionally met and fought hand to
hand. The royal troops had the advantage in discipline,
the insurgents in courage. The Temple was the great
object of the struggle. For seven days affairs remained
in this state, neither party obtaining any positive advan-
tage. The following day was the festival of wood-carry-
ing, in which it was the custom for every individual
ameng the Jews to contribute a certain supply of wood
for the fire of the altar, which was never allowed to go
out. The insurgents refused to admit the more distin-
guished of the opposite party ; while they themselves
received a great accession of strength. With the meaner
people who were permitted to enter the Temple, stole in
a great number of the Zealots, called the Assassins.
These desperadoes infused new daring as well as
strength. They made a vigorous attack on the upper
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city, the royal troops gave way; the victorious insur-
gents set fire to the house of Ananias, the chief priest,
to the palaces of Agrippa and Berenice, and to the
public archives, in which the bonds of the debtors were
registered. In this proceeding all the debtors eagerly
took their side, and assisted in cancelling their debts by
destroying the records. This measure was as politic
as it was daring; it annihilated at one blow the influ-
ence of the wealthy, who being generally their cre-
ditors, had before this the poorer people entirely in
their power. Some of the priests and heads of the
people concealed themselves in the sewers; others,
for the time more fortunate, secured the upper towers
of the Palace, and closed the gates. Among the
latter were Ananias and his brother, Hezekiah, and
those who were obnoxious, as having been deputed to
Agrippa. Flushed with their victory, the insurgents
retired to rest.

The next day they attempted a much more daring
enterprise. A feeble garrison still held the important
fortress, the Antonia, which, if better manned, might long
have resisted the attacks of undisciplined soldiers. In
two days the insurgents carried this citadel, put the
garrison to the sword, and burnt the keep. They then
turned against the Palace, where the miserable remains
of the royal party had taken refuge. They divided
themselves into four troops, and made a simultaneous
attempt to scale the walls. The few defenders, dis-
tracted by these separate attacks, dared not venture on
a sally, but contented themselves with striking down
the assailants as they climbed singly up the battle-
ments. Many of the insurgents fell. Night and day
the conflict lasted ; the besiegers expecting that the royal
troops would speedily be reduced by famine—the be-
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sieged, that their tumultuary assailants would grow
weary of the attack.

In the mean time a new leader arose, who had here-
ditary claims on the ardent attachment of the Zealots.
Judas the Galilean had been the first who had opeuly
declared the impiety of owning any king but God,
and had denounced the payment of tribute to Ceesar,
and all acknowledgment of foreign authority, as treason
against the principles of the Mosaic constitution. These
doctrines, after having long fermented in secret, and
only betrayed themselves in local tumults or temporary
insurrections, were now espoused, as it were, by the
whole nation, Judas himself, not long after his outset
on his career, and his two elder sons, during the govern-
ment of Tiberius Alexander, had fallen martyrs to their
opinions. All eyes were now turned on Manahem, a
younger son, who they hoped would maintain the lofty
principles of his father with better success. Manahem
suddenly appeared in the conquered fortress of Masada,
plundered the armoury of Herod, and, girt with a reso-
lute and confident band, approached Jerusalem. The
gates flew open, and he entered the city in royal pomp ;
he was admitted at once as the captain of their forces,
and gave orders to press the siege of the palace. The
palace still bravely held out ; the assailants had no bat-
tering engines ; and, when they attempted to mine the
walls, they were beaten down by stones and javelins
from above. They began, therefore, a mine at a con-
siderable distance, and when they got under one of the
towers, they carried in a great quantity of wood, and set
it on fire. The flames caught the timbers of the foun-
dations, and the tower fell with a tremendous crash.

* Josephus calls him & doglorns.
YOL. II.
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"The insurgents were already rushing to the assault,
when they found themselves checked by a second wall,
which the besieged had built within. During this con-
sternation of the assailants, the garrison sent to demand
terms. The insurgents readily granted safe passage to
the troops of Agrippa and to the Jews, who marched
out, leaving the few Roman soldiers in the most despe-
rate condition, without a hope of cutting their way
through the countless multitudes of their assailants, and,
even if they should submit to the disgrace of surrender-
ing on conditions, almost certain that those conditions
would not be kept. They retreated to the three strong
towers which Herod had built, and called Hippicos,
Phasaelis, and Mariamne. Manahem and his followers
broke into the palace, slew the few who had not made
good their retreat, plundered the baggage, and set fire
to their encampment.

The following morning Ananias was discovered, with
his brother, Hezekiah, in an aqueduct leading to the
palace: they were put to death without remorse. The
towers were surrounded, so as to prevent any chance of
escape. Manahem grew intoxicated with success; he
already assumed all the state of a king, and maintained
his authority with the most unsparing bloodshed. The
death of Ananias was an unpopular measure; yet pro.
bably this, as well as other sanguinary acts, might have
been pardoned. But Eleazar did not patiently endure
that the supreme authority, for which he had so subtly
plotted and so resolutely dared, should thus be wrested
at once from his hands. His partisans began to mur-
mur, that they had only changed a Roman tyrant for
one home-born: that Manahem though he had no
claim or title to this superlouty, had msolently gone up
to worship in the Temple, in royal attire, and surrounded
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by his guards. The populace rose on the side of Ele-
azar, and began to stone the adherents of Manahem.
His followers fled. Many were slain outright, many in
places of concealment. A few with Kleazar, the son of
Jair, a relation of Manahem, made good their retreat to
Masada. Manahem himself was taken, having fled
to a part of the city called Ophlas; he was dragged
forth, and put to death with great cruelty. Many of
his partisans, one Absalon in particular, shared his
fate. Thus fell Manahem, who, if he had united discre-
tion with his courage, might have given the insurgents
what they felt the want of during the whole war—an ac-
knowledged leader, who might have concentred the
resources and consolidated the strength of the revolt.
Many of the populace had taken part against Mana-
hem, in hopes that by his death the tumult might be
suppressed ; but this was not the intention of Eleazar
and his party. They pressed vigorously the siege of
the towers. At length Metilius, the Roman commander,
found himself constrained to demand terms. The gar-
rison offered to surrender on condition that their lives
were spared; their arms and every thing else were
to be at the mercy of the conquerors. The treaty was
accepted, and solemnly ratified. Gorion, son of Nico-
medes—Ananias, son of Sadoc—and Judas, son of Jona-
than, on the part of the insurgents—swore to the
execution of the conditions. Metilius led out his
“soldiers. While they retained their arms, no move-
ment was made; directly they had piled their swords
and bucklers, the followers of Eleazar fell upon them
and slew them, unresisting, and wildly appealing to the
faith of the treaty. All fell, except Metilius, who had the
un-Roman baseness (the word may be excused) to sup-
plicate for mercy, and even agreed to submit to circum-
02
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cision. After this treacherous and horrid deed, the last
faint hope of accommodation was quenched, as it were,
in blood. The more moderate foresaw the inevitable
ruin; they did not conceal their profound sorrow; the
whole city, instead of resounding with triumph, was
silent, dejected, and melancholy. It was an aggrava-
tion of the gencral terror and depression, that this atro-
cious massacre was perpetrated on a Sabbath !

On that very day and hour, by a coincidence which
Josephus considered providential,® a dreadful retribution
for the crimes of their countrymen was, as it were, pre-
exacted from the Jews of Cwmsarea. The Greecks, now
tolerably certain that to satiate their own animosity
would be to please rather than offend the Romans, or,
perhaps, under secret instructions from Ilorus, sud-
denly rose, and massacred the Jews almost to a man—
in one hour, 20,000, an incredible number ! were said
to be killed. Not a Jew appeared in Casarea. The
few who fled were seized by Ilorus, and sent to the
galleys.

By this act the whole natior was driven to madness.
Committed by the enormitics of their brethren in Jeru-
salem—thus apparently proscribed every where else for
slaughter—they determined, if mankind thus declared
war upon them, to wage unrelenting war upon mankind.
They rose, surprised, and laid waste all around the cities
of Syria, around Philadelphia, Sebonitis, Gerasa, Pella
(where probably as yet the Christians had not taken
refuge), and Scythopolis. They made a sudden descent
upon Gadara, Hippo, and Gaulonitis; burnt and de-
stroyed many places, and advanced boldly against
Cedasa, a Tyrian town, and the important places of

s &amep ek darpoviov wpovolas. B. J, ii. 18. 1.
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Ptolemais and Gaba, and even against Ceesarea itself.
Sebaste and Ascalon offered no resistance—at least to
the inroad on their territory ; Anthedon and Gaza they
razed to the ground. The hamlets around these cities
were pillaged, with immense slaughter.

The Syrians took the alarm ; and either for security,
or out of old animosity, committed dreadful havoc on
the Jewish inhabitants of their towns. Every city was,
as it were, divided into two hostile camps. The great
object was to anticipate the work of carnage. The days
were passed in mutual slaughter, the nights in mutual
dread. All agreed that the Jews were to be put to the
sword without mercy—but how to treat the numerous
proselytes to Judaism? Should they respect their
Syrian blood, or punish their conformity to the Jewish
faith? The fatal wealth of the Jews even then, as in
after ages, was at once their pride and their ruin. Many
were put to death from the basest motives of plunder ;
and he who could display the greatest heap of Jewish
spoil was considered a hero. The streets were strewn
with unburied bodies—aged men and infants—women
with the last covering of modesty torn off; the whole
province was bewailing the present calamities, and
trembling with foreboding apprehensions of still worse.

So far the Jews had confined their attacks to foreign
troops or settlers; but making an inroad into the do-
main of Seythopolis, they met with unexpected resist-
ance from the Jewish inhabitants, who had taken arms
with those of Syrian race, and united with them in
defence of their common territory. But the Scythopo-
litans mistrusted their fidelity, and, dreading lest they
should make common cause with the .assailants during
the attack, desired them to retire with their families
into an adjacent grove. Suspecting no danger, the
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Jews at once complied, and for two days they remained in
quiet, encamped under the trees. The third night the
perfidious Scythopolitans attacked them unawares, put
them all to the sword, and seized all their property.
Thirteen thousand perished. This barbarous act clearly
proved to all the Jews, that no course remained but to
unite hand and heart with their revolted countrymen.
A particular incident which occurred during this mas-
sacre was well suited to spread from mouth to mouth, as
a tale which might excite the revengeful spirit of the
most lukewarm, and drive the most cautious to insur-
rection, as his last hope. There was a certain Simon,
the son of Saul, a Jew of distinction in Scythopolis, who,
during the Jewish attack upon the city, had fought
against his countrymen with the most consummate
bravery. He had slain many, and broken squadrons by
his single strength. On that fatal night when the
Scythopolitans surrounded their Jewish brethren, he
saw that all resistance to such numbers was vain. He
cried aloud—¢Men of Seythopolis, I acknowledge the
justice of the penalty I am about to pay for baving
wielded arms against my countrymen, and put my trust
in you. The blood of my own brethren calls for ven-
geance. It shall be satisfied ; but no enemy, like you,
shall boast of my death, or insult my fall.” He then
with wild and glaring eyes looked round on his family.
He had a wife, children, and aged parents. He first
geized his father by the hoary hair, and pierced him
with his sword; his mother next willingly bared her
bosom to the blow. Then fell his wife and children,
who crowded round him, eager to die by his hand rather
than by that of the enemy. Last of all, he mounted
upon their bodies, so as to make himself ag conspicuous
as possible, and drove his sword into his own entrails,
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The rest of the Grecian cities followed the example
of Scythopolis. In Ascalon 2500 were put to the
sword, in Ptolemais 2000, and as many thrown into
prisen. In Tyre many were killed; in Hippo and
Gadara they put to death the most dangerous, and
threw the rest whom they suspected into prison. Of
the Syrian cities, Antioch, Sidon, and Apamea alone
showed real humanity, and forbade the death, or even
the imprisonment, of their Jewish fellow-citizens. In
these towns, indeed, the Jews were less numerous, and
therefore less formidable ; yet the exception is not the
less honourable to the inhabitants. The citizens of
Gerasa not merely abstained from injuring those who
remained in their city, but escorted those who chose to
leave it into the mountains. The dominions of Agrippa
were not without disturbance. Agrippa himself had
gone to Antioch to Cestius Gallus, and left the adminis-
tration of his kingdom to Varus, a relation of Sohemus,
the Tetrarch of the district about Lebanon. It happened
that Philip, the son of Jacimus, the commander of
Agrippa’s troops in Jerusalem, had escaped the mas-
sacre committed by the partisans of Manahem. He was
concealed for four days by some relatives, Babylonian
Jews, then at Jerusalem. On the fifth, by putting on
false hair, he escaped, and arrived at length at a village
of his own near the fortress of Gamala. There, while
he was thinking of summoning his friends, he was seized
with a fever, and as he lay-ill, he sent letters to the
children of Agrippa and to Berenice, announcing his
escape. Varus was jealous of the influence of Philip
with Agrippa. He accused the bearer of forgery, and
declared that Philip had certainly perished at Jerusalem.
A second messenger arrived, and him also Varus made
away with ; for a report had reached him from Cesarea
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that Agrippa had been put to death by the Romans, on
account of the revolt of his countrymen, and Varus began
to entertain hopes, being of royal blood, that he might
secure to himself the vacant kingdom. He intercepted,
therefore, all’ communication from Philip, and, to ingra-
tiate himself with the Ceesareans, he put to death many
Jews.! He then determined to make an attack on Ecba-
tana, or Bathura—a town probably in Batanea. With
this view he sent twelve Jews of Cewesarea to accuse
them of meditating an insurrection against Agrippa, and
to demand seventy of the chief citizens to answer the
charge. The Ceesarean Jews found the town perfectly
quiet, and the seventy citizens were sent with the utmost
readiness.  Varus, without trial, ordered them all to be
put to death, and advanced upon the town. One, how-
ever, had escaped, and gave the alarm. The inhabitants
immediately seized their arms, leaving their great pos-
sessions in flocks and herds, and fled to the fortress of
Gamala. Thence they sent to Philip, entreating him
to come to their assistance. On his arrival, there was
a general outery that he should put himself at their
head, and instantly lead them to battle against Varus
and the Greeks of Cwmsarea. The more prudent Philip
restrained their impetuosity, and by his influence pre-
served the peace of Gamala, and kept the whole district
faithful to the Romans till the commencement of the war.
Agrippa sent to supersede Varus; his great connexions
rendered it dangerous to inflict a more severe punish-
ment,

¢ Josephi Vita, ii. This is passed These Varus surprised and put te
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The Alexandrian Jews were not exempt from the
general calamities of the nation: but they are less
worthy of compassion, as they seem in a great degree,
by their turbulence and rashness, to have brought the
persecution upon their own heads. At a public assembly
of the Alexandrians, to despatch an embassy to Nero,
many of the Jews, whether to maintain a contested
right or not, thronged into the amphitheatre with the
Greeks. An outery immediately arose against the in-
truders, as enemics and spics. They were attacked ;
some were killed in their flight; others were taken,
and dragged along as if to be burnt alive. The whole
Jewish population rose, and at first assailed the Greeks
with stones. They then surrounded the amphitheatre
with lighted torches, and threatened to burn the spec-
tators to a man. They would have executed their
purpose, but for the immediate intervention of Tiberius
Alexander, the governor—the same who had before
governed in Judwea, and who was by birth a Jew—the
nephew of Philo. Alexander acted with humane consi-
deration; he sent for the more influential of the Jews,
ordered them to put an end to the affray, and warned
them against bringing the Roman soldiery upon their
heads. The more seditious mocked at his admonitions,
and heaped personal abuse upon his name.

Alexander instantly ordered out his troops; besides
his two legions, he had 5000 soldiers, recently come
from Libya. He gave them leave not merely to kill,
but also to pillage and to burn houses. The troops
immediately forced the Delta, the quarter in which the
Jews lived. The Jews made resistance; but once
routed, the slaughter was horrible. The houses were
stripped, or set on fire full of inhabitants, who had taken
refuge in them ; neither age nor sex was spared: the
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whole place was like a pool of blood: 50,000 bodies
were heaped up for burial. The few who remained sued
for mercy. Alexander gave the signal for the cessation
of the carnage; and such was the influence of the com-
mander and the discipline of the troops, that he was
instantly obeyed by the soldiery. The more vindictive
animosity of the Alexandrian populace was not so easily
arrested ; they could only be dragged by force from the
dead bodies."

In Palestine one thing only was wanting to plunge the
whole nation headlong into the revolt. They had already
tostimulate them, on one hand, the remembrance of the
galling oppression of their successive governors—the
desperate conviction that they were already committed
by the events in Jerusalem—the horrible proofs that in
every city every man’s hand was armed against them,
and every heart steeled against their sufferings: on the
other, the bold and lofty tenets of Judas the Galilean,
in whose sense their older sacred scriptures might be
made to speak without much violence of interpretation
—the universal belief in the immediate coming of the
triumphant Messiah, which was so widely diffused as to be
mentioned by Suetonius and by Tacitus* as a great cause
of the war,—all these motives could not but operate in
a most powerful manner. That which was wanting, was
a bright gleam of success, to break the gloom that
lowered all round the horizon, and animate the timid
and desponding with the hope of possible victory. This
was given by the imbecility of Cestius Gallus, the pre-
fect of Syria. Cestius had under his command the 12th
legion, complete in its numbers, about 4200 strong: be-
sides these he had 2000 picked men; six cohorts of

® B, J. il 18. 7. * Tac, Hist, v, 13 ; Suet, Vespas,
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foot, about 2500 ; and four troops of horse, about 1200,
Of allies he had from Antiochus, king of Commagene,’
2000 horse and 3000 foot, all archers: from Agrippa as
many horse, but less than 2000 foot; Sohemus followed
with 4000 more, a third of which were horse, the rest
archers. With this army of nearly 10,000 Roman
troops, and 13,000 allies, Cestius advanced to Ptole-
mais. Many volunteers crowded forth from the Syrian
cities, and Agrippa and Sohemus attended on his march.
His first exploit was against the town of Zebulon, called
Andron, which divided the territory of Ptolemais from
the Jewish province of Upper Galilee. The inhabitants
fled to the mountains. The city, in which was abun-
dance of wealth and provision, was pillaged by the sol-
diers ; and its noble buildings, said to be as handsome
a8 those of Tyre, Sidon, or Berytus, were burned to the
ground. After having wasted the adjacent district,
Cestius returned to Ptolemais. The Syrians, particu-
larly those of Berytus, lingering behind to plunder, the
Jews rose upon them, and cut off about 2000.

Cestius advanced to Casarca: from thence he sent
forward part of his army to Joppa, with orders, if they
could take the city, to garrison it; if the inhabitants
were prepared for resistance, to await the arrival of the
rest of the army. Part marched inland, part by the sea
coast. They found the city open; the inhabitants
neither attempted to fly nor to resist. They put them
all to the sword, and pillaged the town. The number
slain was 8500. With the same savage cruelty the
cavalry wasted Narbatcne, a district near Ceesarea ; kill-
ing, and plundering, gnd burning on all sides.

Y Antiochus is mentioned with See also Hist. ii. 81. Suet, Caligula,
Agrippa as among the vassals and 16. Dio, lix, 8,
allies of Rome, Tac. Ann. xiii, 7.
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Cestius sent Gallus, the commander of the twelfth
legion, into Galilee, with sufficient force to subjugate
that province. Sepphoris opened its gates: the other
cities followed the example of the capital. The insur-
gents fled to a mountain opposite to Sepphoris, called
Asamon. There, favoured by the ground, they at first
made a gallant resistance, and killed 200 of Gallus’s
men : at length the Romans gaining the upper ground,
and surrounding them, they were broken and dispersed :
2000 were slain, Gallus, having subdued the province,
returned to Ceesarea,

Cestius advanced to Antipatris, dispersed a small
band at the tower of Aphck, and burned their camp.
From Antipatris he marched to Lydda, which was de-
serted, the inhabitants having gone up to Jerusalem for
the Feast of Tabernacles. Fifty men, who came forth
to meet him, were put to death; the city was burned.
He then ascended the hills near Bethhoron, and en-
camped at Gabao, fifty stadia, rather morc than six
miles, from Jerusalem. No sooner did the Jews hear
that the war was approaching their gates, than they
flew to arms ; they broke off the festival; they paid no
more respect to the Sabbath.” It is possible that they
called to mind that it was near this very place, in the
passes about Bethhoron, in the days of old, the Lord
cast down great stomes on the Canaanites, when, as
their histories declared, the sun stayed his course at the
command of Joshua. In the same mountain country
Judas the Maccabee had discomfited the immense
army of Nicanor. Now they poured forth by thousands;
they fell upon the Roman van ; broke it ; and rushing in,’
began so great a slaughter, that if the horse and some

* B, J, ii. 19,
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light troops had not made a circuit, and charged them
in the rear, the whole army of Cestius might have been
destroyed. Notwithstanding this advantage, they drew
back ; having killed 515, of which 400 were horsemen.
Their own loss was but twenty-two. Their most dis-
tinguished men in this battle were strangers : Monobazus
and Cenedeus, relations of the King of Adiabene;
Niger, of Perea; and Silas, a Babylonian, who had
quitted the service of Agrippa. The Jews made good
their retreat ; and as the Romans ascended the hill of
Bethhoron, Simon, son of Gioras, a man who will after-
wards make an eminent figure in the history, hung on
their rear, and cut off their stragglers and beasts of
burthen, many of which he carried safe to the city.
Cestius remained quiet for three days, the Jews keeping
watch on the hills, waiting for his troops to move.

At this juncture, Agrippa determined to make a last-
effort to avert the war. He sent a deputation to per-
suade his countrymen to surrender, offering, in the name
of Cestius, an amnesty for all that had passed. The
leading insurgents dreaded the effect of these proposals
on the people. They suddenly attacked the deputation ;
slew one, named Phoebus, wounded the other, Borceus,
with sticks and stones; and drove back these who ap-
peared to take any interest in their fate. Cestius seized
the opportunity of this dissension to advance on Jeru-
salem: he encamped at Scopos, within seven stadia, not
quite a mile, to the north of the walls. Three days he
suspended his attack, in hopes of receiving an offer of
surrender: in the mean time his horse scoured the vil-
lages around for provision and forage: on the fourth the
Romans advanced to the attack. The insurgents had not
only to repel the enemy, they had also to watch a formid-
able party within the walls, whom they suspected of being
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but lukewarm in the cause. They were struck with
consternation at the order and discipline of.the Roman
army as it came slowly on to the attack. They aban-
doned the outer walls, and fled into the Temple and the
other fortified places within the city. Cestius passed
through the new suburb of Bezetha, and burned it as he
proceeded : he then advanced against the upper city,
and encamped opposite to the palace. Had he then
rushed at once to the assault, the city would have fallen.
But, as Josephus asserts, with no great probability, the
general, Tyrannius Priscus, and several of the com-
manders of cavalry, bribed by Florus to prolong the
war, dissuaded him from the attack.»

It is more probable that Cestius entertained hopes of
the surrender of the city by means of a powerful party
within the walls; for many of the chief persons, at the
persuasion of Ananus, the son of Jonathan, invited the
Roman to continue the attack, and promised to open
the gates. DBut the irresolute Cestius, either from anger
or mistrust, delayed and lost time. The conspiracy was
detected by the insurgents; Ananus and his followers
were thrown headlong from the walls: the rest were
assailed with stones, and driven to their houses. The
war faction manned all the towers, and beat down with
missiles all who, approached the walls. For five days
the Romans made only uncombined and desultory
attacks: on the following, Cestius, with the flower of
his army and his archers, made a vigorous assault on
the north side of the Temple. The Jews defended them-
selves from the cloisters with the most resolute valour ;
continually repulsed the enemy; till at length, galled
by the showers of missiles, the Romans recoiled. But

* B, J.ii. 19. 4,
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they retreated to make a more dangerous attack. They
formed what was called a testudo : those in the van fixed
their shields firmly against the wall ; the next rank joined
theirs in succession, till the shields, fitting over each
other like the shell of a tortoise, formed an iron pent-
house over their heads, under which the soldiers began
to mine the walls, and attempted to set fire to the gates.

The besicged were in the most dreadful consternation ;
many endeavoured secretly to make their escape from
the devoted city. The peaceful party took courage, and
began to muster in considerable force, in order to open
the gates, and admit Cestius as their deliverer. A short
time, an hour or less, might have made the Romans
masters of the city: “but God, I conceive,” says the
Jewish historian, “on account of our sins, abhorring his
own sanctuary, would not permit the war to end thus.”®

Cestius, ignorant of the state of affairs within the
town, both of the despondency of the insurgents and the
strength of the Roman party, suddenly called off his
troops, and, to the universal surprise, retreated entirely
from the city. The insurgents passed at once from the
lowest depression to the wildest courage: they sallied
from all quarters, and cut off many stragglers, both horse
and foot. Cestius passed the night in his former en-
campment, at Scopos (the watch-tower). On the follow-
ing day he continued to retire. The further he retreated,
the more bold became the enemy : they harassed his
rear: coming along cross roads, they took his files in
flank. The Romans dared not turn to make head ; for
they thought that countless multitudes were pouring be-
hind them ; and while the heavily-accoutred legionaries

b AN ofuar 81k Tols wowmpdus | Huépas dkdbAvae Oy xéAeuov. B,J.
&reorpaupévos & Oeds #dn xal Ta | ii 19. 6,
&yia, T¢Aos AaBiw éx’ dkelvns Tis
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continued their slow and sullen march, the light-armed
Jews flew about with the utmost rapidity; assaulting,
retreating ; now on one side, now on the other; dashing
down where they saw an opening, and starting off when
they met resistance. The road was strewn with the
dead ; every one who, for an instant, quitted the ranks,
was cut off. Nor did the loss fall only on the common
soldiers.  Priscus, the captain of the sixth legion;
Longinus, a tribune, and Zmilius, a prefect of horse,
were slain ; till at length, with great loss of men, and
still more of baggage and munitions, the army reached
its former quarters at Gabao. There, with his usual
irresolution, Cestius lost two days in inactivity: the
third, when he saw the whole country in arms, and the
Jews swarming on all the heights, he determined on
retreat.

That he might retire with greater expedition, he com-
manded the soldiers to throw away every thing that
might impede their march. All the mules and beasts ot
burthen were killed, except those which bore arrows
and the military engines; the latter he would have
saved for future use, and dreaded lest they should fall
into the hands of the enemy. The Romans then entered
the fatal pass down to Bethhoron. The Jews, who had
preserved some respect for their close and serried ranks
while they were in the open plain, no sooner saw them
entangled in the defile, than they attacked them on all
sides : some hastened to block up the outlet of the pass;
some from behind drove them headlong down the ra-
vine: and at the end of the defile, incalculable multi-
tudes showered darts upon them, till the whole squadron
seemed clouded over with missiles. The legionaries
stood wavering, uncertain how to act. The cavalry were
in,a still more perilous condition: they could not form
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in ranks; the steep sheer sides of the mountains were
impracticable for their horses. At one moment they
found themselves on the verge of frightful precipices,
hanging over rugged, and, it seemed, bottomless ravines.
Flight and resistance were alike hopeless: they began
to utter wild cries of despair, and to groan aloud in the
agony of their hearts: the shrill battle-cry of the Jews
answered ; their savage shouts of exultation and fury
rang from rock to rock. The whole Roman army must
have fallen, had not night come on, which enabled the
greater part to make its way to Bethhoron. The Jews
crowned every hill, and blocked up every pass around.
Cestius, despairing of being able openly to force his
way, began to think of securing his personal safety by
flight. He selected four hundred of his bravest men,
distributed them about the defences of the camp, with
orders to mount guard ; and in the morning to display
all their ensigns, that the Jews might suppose the whole
army was still stationary. He then retreated in silence
thirty stadia, not quite four miles. At the break of day,
the Jews discovered that the camp was deserted: en-
raged at the manceuvre, they rushed to the assault, and
glew the four hundred to a man. They then pursued
Cestius with the utmost rapidity. The Romans, who
had got the start of several hours during the night, has-
tened their retreat, which bore every appearance of a
rout. All the military engines, the catapults, battering-
rams used in besieging cities, were abandoned, and fell
into the hands of the Jews, who afterwards employed
them with dreadful effect against their former masters.
The conquerors continued the pursuit as far as Antipatris;
and at length, finding that they could not overtake the
fugitives, they turned back to secure the engines, strip
the dead, and collect their immense booty. With hymns
VOL. 1T, P
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of victory they re-entered the capital; having suffered
hardly any loss on their own part, and having slain of
the Romans and their allies 5300 foot, and 380 horse.®
The Roman arms had not received so disgraceful an
affront, nor suffered so great loss, since the defeat of
Varus in the forests of Germany; and this not by a
fierce and unconquered people among woods and mo-
rasses never before penetrated by civilized man, but in
a province which had long patiently endured the Roman
yoke, and had received for its sovereigns either native
kings or foreign prefects, with the humblest submission
to the Imperial will.

¢ Suetonius adds that an eagle was consularem suppetias ferentem, captd
taken, “ Judai, legatum insuper Syrie aquild, tugaverunt.” In Vesp. iv.
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BOOK XIV.

PREPARATIONS FOR THE WAR.:*

Vespasian — Josephus — Affairs of Galilee— John of Gischala —
Aflairs of Jerusalem — Ananus the Chief Priest — Simon, son of

Gioras — Battles near Ascalon.

JUDZEA was now in open rebellion against Rome.

It

was a mad and desperate revolt, for to declare war
against Rome was to defy the whole force of the civil-

* On the whole of this period Jose-
phus is almost the only trustworthy
authority, The traditions in the Tal-
mud may be described as chiefly anec-
dotes, of the desultory and uncertain
nature which belongs to such stories
usually related for the description or
embellishment of character. The few
condensed and pregnant chapters of
Tacitus rarely add to or contradict
Josephus,

Josephus, comparing himself, of course
to his own advantage, with his enemy
the rival historian, Justus of Tiberias,
adduces testimonies in favour of his
own fidelity and accuracy, which to the
historian of our times may rather call
his impartiality in question. ¢ Why,”
demands Josephus, “ was not the History
of Justus published during the life-time
of those who were the eyewitnesses and
chief actors in these events— Vespasian,
Titus, and King Agrippa?” Josephus
on the other hand had presented his
History both to Vespasian and to Titus,

and had freely communicated on the
subject with King Agrippa and some
of his relatives. The Emperor Titus,
it appears, refused to certify to the
accuracy of Josephus, and would only
give the sanction of his autbority to
what may be called the published offi-
cial despatches. § uév yap duvroxpdrep
Tiros §urws ek udvay avrav éBovAhon
THW yv@aow Tois &vfpdweis wapadob-
var Tov mpakéwv, baore xapdias TH
éavrdv xepl T& BiBAla dnpociecboeo-
6ai wpooératev. Josephus had, how-
ever, sixty-two letters of Agrippa, all
bearing witness to his veracity. He sub-
joinstwo : in one of these Agrippa writes
in modern phrase:—¢I have 1ead your
work with pleasme. You seem to me
to have drawn up your History with
greater diligence and accuracy than any
other writers. Send me the rest.” In
the second Agrippa is equally lauda-
tory :—* In general you have no need
of further information on events with
which you are so fully acquainted ; but
P2
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ized world. The insurgents neither had, nor could hope
for allies; the rest of the Roman provinces were in pro-
found peace, and little likely to answer the call or
follow the example of a people they despised, in asser-
tion of their independence.” In Europe the only unsub-
dued enemies of the Romans were the wild tribes in the
north of Britain, or in the marshes of Germany. In
Asia, the only independent kingdom, the Parthian, was
not in a state to make a war of aggression. Thilo, in his
oratorical invective against Caligula, throws out hints of
the formidable numbers of his countrymen in Babylonia,
and of the multitudes who were scattered throughout
almost all the cities in the Eastern dominions of Rome.®
But the foreign Jews in the Roman dominions, though,
as Josephus hints in one place, solicited by ambassadors,
either took no interest in the fate of their countrymen,
or were too sadly occupied in averting the storm or
public detestation from their own heads, or in bewailing
its consequences in the unprovoked carnage of their own
friends and familiecs.d They were trembling in the

when we meet I shall be able to in- | too in lus first chapter on the state of

struct you on some points of which
perhaps you are ignorant.” Agiippa,
Josephus says further, when his History
was finished, not out of flattery or
dissimulation, bore witness to his truth,
Vit. c. 65.

b Tacitus no doubt expresses the Ro-
man sentiment of wonder and indigna-
tion, that this single nation, insignifi-
cant in extent of territory and numbers,
should alone dare to resist the Roman
supremacy.  Angebat iras, quod soli
Judei non cessissent.” Hist, v. 1.

¢ Josephus asserts that they expected
a general nsurrection throughout the
empire, and powerful aid from their

the world, the commotions in Gaul,
and the confusion which followed on
the death of Nero. But this Hourishing
preface is belied by his tone throughout
the History, See Proemium to the
B.J.c 2.

4 Immediately on the defeat of Ces-
tius, the inhabitants of Damascus
hastened to wreak their vengeance
on the Jewish residents. They were
obliged to proceed with caution, for
fear of their wives, who were almost
all attached to the Jewish religion!
At last they contrived to take them at
advantage, in some confined space, and,
attacking them unarmed, massacred

Trans-Euphratic brethren, He dwells | 10,000, B. J, ii. 20. 2.
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agony of personal apprehension, or gathering up for
burial the bodies of their murdered countrymen.

The state of the country offered scarcely better grounds
for any reasonable hope of permanent resistance. The
fortified places were not all in the power of the insur-
gents; they had no organized or disciplined force; no
warlike engines, except those captured from the enemy ;
no provisions of any kind for a long war. Worse than
all, they were divided among themselves. In every city
there was an interested, or a timid, or a prudent party,
anxious to purchase peace at any cost. They had no
acknowledged leader. The representative of the Hero-
dian house, Agrippa, openly espoused the Roman party.
The rest were ecither undistinguished as soldiers, or
strangers, and robber chieftains. Their only trust was
in their own stubborn patience and daring valour, in the
stern fanaticism with which theylooked upon themselves
as the soldiers of their God, and in the wild hope that
Heaven would work some miraculous revolution in their
favour.

Yet, however frantic and desperate the insurrection,
why should the Jews alone be excluded from that ge-
nerous sympathy which is always awakened by the
history of a people throwing off the galling yoke of op-
pression, and manfully resisting to the utmost, in asser-
tion of their freedom? Surcly if ever people were
justified in risking the peace of their country for liberty,
the grinding tyranny of the successive Roman Procura-
tors, and the deliberate and systematic cruelties of
Florus, were enough to have maddened a less high-
spirited and intractable race into revolt. It is true that
the war was carried on with unexampled atrocity ; but
on the other hand insurrectionary warfare is not the
best school for the humaner virtues; and horrible op-
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pression is apt to awaken the fiercer and more savage,
not the loftier and nobler passions of our nature. ~And
it must be borne in mind, that we have the history
of the war, only on the authority of some brief pas-
sages in the Roman authors, and the narrative of one
to whom, notwithstanding our respect for his abili-
ties and virtues, it is impossible not to assign the ap-
pellation of renegade. Josephus, writing to conciliate
the Romans, both to his own person and to the miser-
able remnant of his people, must be received with some
mistrust. He uniformly calls the more obstinate insur-
gents, who continued desperately faithful to that cause
which he deserted, by the odious name of robbers; but
it may be remembered that the Spanish guerrillas, who
were called patriots in London, were brigands in Paris.
It is true that the resistance of many was the result of
the wildest fanaticism. But we must not forget in what
religious and historical recollections the Jews had been
nurtured. To say nothing of the earlier and miraculous
period of their history, what precedents of hope were
offered by the more recent legends of the daring and
triumphant Maccabees! It is, moreover, true that the
Son of Man had prophesied the destruction of Jerusa-
lem, and that the New Testament appears to intimate
that the measure of wickedness in the Jewish people
having been filled up in the rejection of Christ, they
were deomed from that time to inevitable ruin. But we
must avoid the perilous notien of confounding the
Divine foreknowledge with the necessary causation of
events. According to the first principles of the Mosaic
constitution, national guilt led to national ruin. But
still the motives which actuated many in the fatal
struggle that led to the accomplishment of the Divine
predictions, may have been noble and generous. It was
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the national rejection of Christ, not the resistance to
Rome, which was culpable. The Jew, though guil.ty of
refusing to be a Christian, might still be a high-minded
and self-devoted patriot. Although we lament that the
gentle and pacific virtues of Christianity did not spread
more generally through the lovely and fertile region
of Palestine, yet this is no reason why we should refuse
our admiration to the bravery, or our deepest pity to the
sufferings, of the Jewish people. Let us not read the
fate of the Holy City in that unchristian temper which
prevailed during the dark ages, when every Jew was con-
sidered a personal enemy of Christ, and therefore a legi-
timate object of hatred and persecution, but rather in the
spirit of Him who, when he looked forward with pro-
phetic foreknowledge to its desolation, nevertheless was
seen ““to weep over Jerusalem.”

The astonishment of the Romans at the revolt of this
comparatively small province, and at the news of the
total defeat of a Roman prefect at the head of his legion-
aries, was not unmingled with consternation. The Em-
peror Nero was then in Achaia. The first intelligence
of the affair was brought by Costobar and Saul, two
brothers related to the Herodian family, who, with
Philip, the son of Jacimus, the general of Agrippa, had
made their escape from Jerusalem.® The two former
were despatched, at their own request, to the Emperor
by Cestius, who instructed them to lay the whole blame

4 Is it impossible that this intelli-
gence conveyed to Rome may have
had some connexion with the renewed
persecution of the Christians, in which
St. Paul certainly, and St. Peter, ac-
cording to those who believe him to
have died at Rome, suffered martyr-
dom? The cruel and base-born

Helius, who ruled during that year
in Nero's name in Rome, may have
thought to show his zeal by putting to
death men suspected of some stiangely
dangerous views, and guilty at least of
Jewish descent, The martyrdom of
St. Paul certainly took place this year,
A.D, 66.
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of the war on Florus. Nero, according to J osephus,
affected to treat the affair lightly. He expressed great
contempt for the revolt, but great anger at the miscon-
duct of Cestius; yet he could not help betraying visible
marks of disturbance and terror. The importance really
attached to the affair may be judged by the selection of
the most able and distinguished military commander
‘n the empire. Vespasian had been bred to arms from
his youth; he had served with great fame in the Ger-
man wars; had reduced the unknown island of Britain
into a Roman province, and obtained the honours of a
trinmph for the Emperor Claudius, without his own
personal exertion or danger. Nero repressed his resent-
ment against Vespasian, who was in disgrace for not
having sufficiently admired the fine voice and style of
singing of the theatrical Emperor. He committed the
province of Syria to his charge. With his character-
istic despatch, Vespasian immediately sent his son, Titus,
to Alexandria, to conduct the fifth and tenth legions
to Palestine: he himself travelled, with all speed, by
land to Syria, and collected all the Roman troops, and
forces from the neighbouring tributary kings.

In the mean time the insurgents were not inactive.
Some of the more prudent hastened, as Josephus says,
to desert the sinking ship. Those who still Romanized
were brought over, some by persuasion, some by force.
They called a general assembly in the Temple, and pro-
ceeded to elect their governors and commanders. Their
choice fell on Joseph, the son of Gorion, and Ananus,
the chief priest, who were invested with unlimited autho-
rity in the city. Eleazar, the son of Simon, who had taken
80 active a part in originating and conducting the first

¢ B, J.iii. 1. 1. 2.
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insurrection, and in the death of Manahem, was passed
over. He was suspected, not without grounds, of aiming
at kingly power, for he went about attended by a body-
guard of Zealots. But Eleazar, probably as commanding
within the Temple, had made himself master of the spoil
taken from the Romans, the military chest of Cestius, and
a great part of the public treasures. In a short time,
the want of money, and his extreme subtlety, won over
the multitude, and all the real authority fell into the
hands of Elcazar. To the other districts they sent the
men whom they could best trust for courage, and fide-
lity to their cause. To Idumeea, Jesus, son of Saphus,
one of the chief priests, and Eleazar, the son of Ana-
nias, also a chief priest. Niger of Peraca, who had
hitherto commanded in that district, was directed to
receive his orders from them. To Jericho was sent
Joscph, son of Simon ; to Perea, Manassch; to Thamna,
John the Essene: for even among these peaceful her-
mits were found men who would ﬁ"ht for their freedom.
The toparchies of Lydda, Joppa, and Emmaus were
added to his command. John, the son of Ananias, had
the toparchies of Gophni and Acrabatene.  Joseph, the
son of Mathias, was entrusted with the command ot
Upper and Lower Galilee, with particular charge of the
strong city of Gamala. Almost all, if not all these
leaders, were of the more moderate, at least not of the
Zealot party.'

f The question which divided the
war party among the Jews, the more
furious and more moderate, is well
stated by Salvador :—* Il s'agissait de
savoir d'aprés quel esprit de conduite
on se réglerait & V'avenir. Fallait-il
seulement faire & 1'étranger une guerre
de transaction ou de redressement de

tort, comme les hommes prudens et
politiques le voulaient, une guerre qui
fat dirigée plutdt contre la tyrannie
personnelle des procurateurs Romains
que contre le nom de César, contre
PEmpereur lui-m8me? Ou bien,
fallait-il se jeter dans une luttd &
outrance comme l'entendait la partie la
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Galilee was the province on which the storm would
first break, and the confidence of the insurgents in the
ability and zeal of Joseph, the son of Mathias, may be
fairly estimated from their committing this important
frontier to his charge. Aslong as the passes and hill
fortresses of Galilee were defended, the southern region,
and Jerusalem itself, might have time to organize their
forces, and fortify their strongholds. Joseph, the son
of Mathias, is better known as the celebrated Josephus,
the historian. He was a man of illustrious race, lineally
descended from a priestly family, from the first of the
twenty-four courses—an eminent distinction! By his
mother’s side he traced his genealogy up to the Asmo-
nean princes. His father, Mathias, was of upright
character, as well as of noble birth ; he resided in Jeru-
salem, where the young Joseph grew up with a brother,
named Mathias, with great reputation for early intelli-
gence and memory. At fourteen years old (he is his own
biographer) he was so fond of letters that the chief
priests used to mect at his father’s house to put to him dif-
ficult questions of the law.* At sixteen he determined to
acquaint himself with the three prevailing sects, those
of the Pharisees, Sadducees, and Essenes. For though
he had led for some time a hardy, diligent, and studious
life, he did not consider himself yet sufficiently ac-
quainted with the character of each seet to decide which
he should follow. Having heard that a certain Essene,
named Banus, was living in the desert the life of a
hermit, making his raiment from the trees, and his

plus ardente des zélateurs, dans ume les Romains?'’ ii, p. &

lutte qui imposdt pour premidre loi & The curious analogy of this incident
d'exciter les coléres religieuses et poli- ‘with what is related of Jesus (at the
tifues de la nation, de creuser un age of twelve) “among the doctors’
abime infranchissable entre les Juifs et cannot but strike every reader.
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food from the wild fruits of the earth, practising cold
ablutions at all seasons, and, in short, using every
means of mortification to increase his sanctity ; Jose-
phus, ambitious of emulating the fame of such an ex-
ample of holy seclusion, joined Banus in his cell. But
three years of this ascetic life tamed his zealous ambi-
tion. He grew weary of the desert, abandoned his great
example of painful devotion, and returned to the city at
the age of nineteen. There he joined the sect of the
Pharisees. In his twenty-sixth year he undertook a
voyage to Rome, in order to make interest in favour of
eertain priests who had been sent there, to answer some
unimportant charge, by Felix. They were friends of
Josephus, and his zedl in their favour was heightened
by hearing that, with religious attachment to the law,
they refused, when in prison, to eat any unclean food,
but lived on figs and nuts. On his voyage he was ship-
wrecked, like St. Paul, and in great danger. His ship
foundered in the Adriatic, six hundred of the crew and
passengers were cast into the sea, eighty contrived to
swim, and were taken up by a ship from Cyrene. They
arrived at Diceearchia (Puteoli), the usual landing-place ;
and Joseph, making acquaintance with one Aliturus, an
actor, a Jew by birth, and, from his profession, in high
credit with the empress Poppzea, he obtained the release
of the prisoners, as well as valuable presents from
Poppeea, and returned home. During all this time he
had studied diligently, and made himself master of the
Greek language, which few of his countrymen could
write, still fewer speak with a correct pronunciation.

On his return to Jerusalem, he found affairs in the
vtmost confusion ; great preparations were making for
the war, and the.insurgents were in high spirits. He
united himself to the party who were for peace, and
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strongly urged the rashness and peril of the war. Appre-
hensive that these unpopular doctrines had made him
an object of suspicion to the more violent, and dreading
lest he might be seized and put to death, he retired,
after the capture of the Antonia, into the Inner Temple.
After the murder of Manahem, he stole forth from
thence, and joined himself to a considerable body of the
chief priests and leading Pharisees, who pretended to
enter into the insurrectionary measures that they might
save the lives of those who capitulated in the palace,
yet looked with anxious eagerness for the advance of
Cestius, who, it was expected, would easily suppress the
revolt.

On the disastrous retreat of Uestius, and the bar-
barous massacre of the Jews in Sepphoris and the
Syrian cities, many of the more peaceful party joined
heart and hand with the insurgents, others pursued a
more temporizing policy, and outwardly uniting in de-
fensive measures, still qherished a secret Inclination to
submission. To which of these parties Joseph the son
of Mathias belonged, it is not quite so easy to decide:
without his having acquired some confidence with the
war faction, he would scarcely have been entrusted with
the command in Galilee; yet he undertook that post
with the approbation and at the request of the more
moderate.! Josephus, with his two coadjutors, Joazar
and Judas, hastened to their government.

b Josephus attributes the war chiefly
to these risings and the massacres of

wapagTioal Tois dvayivdarkovew ¥ri
v mpodipeais yévero TBv moAéuou

their countrymen, which compelled
the more peaceful to join in the com-
mon cause, a8 now become simply and
therefore unavoidably defensive. yuy
¥ avrav émweuvfialny, PBovAduevos

mpds Pwudiovs 'Touddiois, &AAE Td
wAéov dvdyky. Vit c. 6.

! In the Life crecps out another view
of the object for which he was ap-
pointed by the prudent party to the
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The province of Galilee was divided into two districts,
called Upper and Lower Galilee; it contained all the
territory which had belonged to the northern tribes of
Napthali, Zebulun, Issachar, and half Manasseh, reaching
to the district of Ptolemais on the north, and Samaria
on the south. The Jordan was the eastern limit. The
people were a bold, hardy, and warlike race; con-
sidered somewhat barbarous by the inhabitants of the
metropolis, and speaking a harsh and guttural dialect
of the Syro-Chaldaic language, now the vernacular
tongue of Palestine. The country was remarkably rich,
abounding in pasture, corn land, and fruit-trees of every
description. The population was very great. They
lived in cities, which were numerous and large, and in
great open villages, the least of which, says Josephus,
contained 15,000 inhabitants. In many of these cities
there was a mingled population of Syrians and Jews,
rarely on an amicable footing, often forming fierce and
hostile factions. Sepphoris was the capital, but that
rank was disputed by Tiberias on the Sea of Galilee.

The measures of Josephus were prudent and con-
ciliatory, yet by no means wanting in vigour and deci
sion. He remained in sole command. His priestly
colleagues, having collected a great quantity of tithes,
determined to return home; they delayed for a short
time, at the earnest request of Josephus® The object
of Josephus was to promote union, and to organize the

command in Galilee—to disarm the

Zealots, to transfer their arms and
power to the better orders, and to
remain quiet till they saw the course
which the Romans would pursue.
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whole country on one regular system. He endeavoured
to acquire the confidence and attachment of the people.
In order to interest and pledge all ranks to the common
cause, as well as to secure the public peace, he appointed
a sort of Sanhedrin of seventy, and seven judges in each
city ; all less important causes were to come before the
latter tribunal ; cases of murder before himself and the
Sanhedrin! Yet he acknowledges that he kept the
seventy about his person as a kind of hostages.™ In all
respects he endeavoured to maintain the strictest cha-
racter for probity and justice, particularly laboured in
those lawless times to protect the chastity of the females
from insult or outrage, refused all presents for the ad-
ministration of justice, and declined all opportunities of
enriching himself, though he confesses that he secured
a considerable share in the confiscated property of the
Syrian inhabitants in the cities, when they were ex-
pelled or massacred by the Jews, which he sent to his
friends at Jerusalem." As he could not suppress the
robbers, he obliged them, as far as he could, to give up
their profession, and enroll themselves as regular troops.
Having thus provided that the war, if commenced, should
be that of an orderly and united people, not the desul-
tory conflict of insurgents and robbers, he proceeded to
fortify, with the greatest strength and expedition, the
most defensible towns, among many others, Jotapata,
Tarichea, Tiberias, Itabyrium on Mount Tabor, and
certain caves near the lake of Gennesaret.® To the
wealthy inhabitants of Sepphoris, who seemed to enter
zealously into the cause, he granted the privilege of
building their own fortifications, and gave permission to

I B. J. ii. 20. 5, B Vit. 15,
m Vit. c. 14. * B. J. i 20. 6, 7.
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John, the son of Levl, afterwards the celebrated John of
Gischala, to strengthen that city. The others he super-
intended in person. He then raised an army of 100,000
men, armed them with weapons obtained from all
quarters, and proceeded to introduce the Roman dis-
cipline. He appointed centurions and decurions, regu-
larly exercised the whole force in military manceuvres,
and thus organized an effective army of 60,000 foot,
and, according to the text of Josephus, from which
probably & number has fallen, 250 horse. Besides these
he had 4500 mercenaries, on whom he placed his chief
reliance, and a body guard of 600.

Such were the general results of the administration
of Josephus; but all these vigorous and prudent mea-
sures were perpetually interrupted and rendered abor-
tive, partly by the internal dissensions of the province,
but chiefly by the machinations of his subtle enemy,
John of Gischala. While Josephus invariably repre-
sents himself as the most upright, incorruptible, and
patriotic of men, no colours are too dark for the character
of his antagonist. John of Gischala surpassed all men
of high rank in craft and deceit, all of every class in
wickedness. He was at first a poor adventurer, his
poverty stood in the way of his advancement, but by
his readiness in falsehood, and by the singular skill with
which he glozed over his falsehoods, so as to make all
men believe them, he deceived his nearest friends;
affecting humanity, yet most sanguinary for the slightest
advantage; lofty in his ambition, but stooping to the
basest means to obtain his end. He began as a single
robber, but gradually collected a powerful and select
banditti, for he would only admit men distinguished
either for strength, bravery, or warlike skill. His force
at length amounted to 4000, and with these he long
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wasted Galilee. Such was the man who counterworked
all the measures of Josephus, and inflamed the dissen-
sions of the province, already too little disposed to last-
ing union.?

For though the cities of Gahlee seem generally to
have subxmtted to the administration of Joseph and his
coadjutors, so as to permit, their walls to be put in a
state of defence, yet each had its separate interests and
inclinations, and was distracted by violent factions. Sep-
phoris, though entrusted with building its own walls,
and, as Josephus says in one place, hearty in the cause,
yet inclined to the Roman party: the inhabitants had
sworn fealty, and given hostages from the chief families
of the city to Cestius; these were still at Cesarea. On
the arrival of Josephus in his province, he found the
territory of Sepphoris threatened with an attack by the
rest of the Galileans on account of their dealings with
the Romans. This danger was averted by Josephus,
and the Sepphorites united, as was before said, in the
common cause. Tiberias was distracted by three fac-
tions. This city belonged to Agrippa, and one faction,
congisting of the more opulent and respectable burghers,
headed by Julius Capellus, was desirous of preserving
their allegiance to the king. A secoud of the lowest class,
headed by Jesus, son of Saphia, was clamorous for war.
A third was headed by Justus, who afterwards wrote a
History of the war. Justus, according to his rival Jo-
sephus, only regarded his own interests. He had en-
deavoured to excite a feud between Tiberias and Sep-
phoris, asserting that on account of the manifest defection
of the latter to the Roman party, Tiberias might justly
be considered the capital of Galilee.? He had meditated

? Josephus acknowledges that John | to his person. B. J.iv. 7. 1.
nad a singular power of attaching men | 9 Vit. c. 63,
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an attack on the Sepphorite district, but as yet had only
carried his plundering bands into the lands of Gadara
and Hippos. Josephus, after settling affairs at Sep-
phoris, went to Bethmiius, within half a mile of Tiberias.
He sent for the senate, who came readily to parley with
him ; he opened his commission from the Sanhedrin at
Jerusalem, and demanded the demolition of a palace
built by Herod the Tetrarch, and adorned with “ graven
images” of living creatures. The party of Agrippa
opposed this measure; but the war faction, headed by
Jesus son of Saphia, were ready for any work of destruc-
tion. Besides, they were not a little tempted by the
hope of plunder, for the roof of the palace was gilded.
They proceeded to plunder the furniture, and then to
burn the palace to the ground. Flushed with their suc-
cess, they rose on the Syrians, massacred all they could
find, and at the same time seized the opportunity of
revenging themselves on all their fellow-citizens who
had been their enemies before the war.

Josephus seems to have been anxious to remain in
amity with Agrippa. He assumed great indignation at
the plunder of the palace, of which he had authorized
the demolition, gathered up the wrecks of the furniture,
consisting of candlesticks of Corinthian brass, royal
tables, and uncoined silver, and committed them to the
custody of Capellus, the head of Agrippa’s party. Jo-
sephus then proceeded to Gischala. At the commence-
ment of the insurrection, John had rather inclined to
the Roman faction. Upon this the inhabitants of Ga-
dara, Gebara, Sogana, and other towns, had assaulted
and burnt Gischala. John, however, had rallied his
forces, recovered the town, and fortified it more strongly
than before. As yet, John and Josephus were on good
terms. Josephus admired the activity of John, and

VOL. II Q
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John was anxious to obtain every possible advantage
from the governor of the province. He first proposed
to Josephus that he might be permitted to carry off
large quantities of corn stored up by the Romans in
Upper Galilee ; the sale of this, he stated, would enable
him to complete his fortifications. Josephus answered,
that he should keep that corn either for the Romans,
the owners, (a suspicious answer!) or for the use of the
province entrusted to him by the Sanhedrin of Jeru-
salem.” John then demanded and obtained a monopoly
of oil sold in Syria. For the Jews in the Syrian towns
would not use the unclean oil prepared by the heathen,
and were obliged to obtain it from their own country.
John drove a thriving trade; for four Attic drachms he
bought four measures of oil, which he sold again at the
same sum for half a measure. This money he employed
in undermining the power of Josephus, and industriously
propagated reports, which accused him of intending to
betray the province to the Romans, Whether or not
the suspicions of John had any substantial grounds,
strong circumstances combined to throw a shade on the
popularity of Josephus. Certain youths of a village
called Dabarittz, in the great plain, waylaid and plun-
dered Ptolemy, the agent of king Agrippa. With
their spoils, consisting of embroidered robes, silver ves-
sels, and six hundred pieces of gold, they went to Jose-
phus, then at Tarichea.® Josephus rebuked them for
the robbery, and committed the property to the custody

r Vit. 13. At Gischala he allowed Ptolemy, four mule loads of rich
his colleagues, who had been bribed by stuffe and silver vessels, 500 pieces of
John, as he says, to take that side, to gold. Ptolemy was of the same tribe
retire to Jerusalem. Vit. 14, with himself (Vit. 26). He told the

* B.J.ii. 21. 8. Compare Vit. c. robbers that he reserved the plunder
26. In the Life it is the wife of to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem,
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of one of the chief citizens of Tarichea, to be restored to
the owners. The robbers, deprived of their booty,
raised loud outcries against the governor, whom they
accused of being in a treasonable league with the king.
One hundred thousand armed men assembled (Josephus
is prone to large numbers) and thronged the circus of
Tarichea ; some cried out to depose, some to burn him.
With this intent, they surrounded his house; all his
friends, except four, fled: Josephus suddenly awoke
from sleep ; he was neither confounded by the noise of
his assailants, nor by the desertion of his friends. He
rent his robes, poured ashes on his head ; with his hands
behind him, and his sword suspended around his neck,
he went out to face the tumult. The Taricheans were
moved with compassion: the ruder countrymen con-
tinued their clamour, ordered him to bring forth the
plunder, and confess his treasons. Josephus answered
with an effrontery and readiness of falsehood which
might have done credit to his mendacious rival, John of
Gischala. “Men of Tarichea, ye are quite in error if
ye suppose that I retain these treasures with any design
of restoring them to king Agrippa. The fact is, that
seeing the walls of your town in a ruinous and dis-
mantled state, I have kept them to be spent in fortifying
your loyal city.” This bold address threw the Tarich-
eans, to the number of 40,000, on his side. The
strangers, particularly those of Tiberias, continued the
tumult for some time, but at length sullenly withdrew,
with the exception of 2000 (600) of the most desperate.
These men, when Josephus retired again to rest, sur-
rounded his house, and threatened to break down the
doors.  Josephus had recourse to a stratagem still more
daring. He mounted the roof of the house, and making
a sign that he wished to address them, he began with
Q2
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saying that from the height he could not distinguish
their demands, but if they would depute some of their
leaders, he was ready to treat with them. No sooner were
those few admitted, than he ordered them to be dragged
into the inner part of the house, and scourged till their
bowels were laid open. The mob began to grow im-
patient', when the doors were opened, and their leaders
were turned out among them in this bloody and mangled
state. The mob, supposing that he would not have
ventured on such a step without a great force con-
cealed, dispersed in consternation.! The secret enemy
of Josephus, John of Gischala, had prompted this out-
rage; but as there was no open breach between them,
John, pretending to be ill, sent to demand permission to
visit Tiberias, for the benefit of the warm baths in that
city.! There, partly by persuasion, partly by bribes, he
induced the inhabitants to renounce their allegiance to
the governor. Silas, who commanded in the city under
Josephus, sent immediate intelligence of the state of
affairs. Josephus travelled night and day, and suddenly
appeared in Tiberias. John, pretending that he was

t This transaction, as indeed the
whole narrative of his administration
in Galilee, is related with such ex-
traordinary variations in the Life of
Josephus, and in the History of the
Jewish War, as to leave a very un-
favourable impression, if not of the
writer’s veracity, at least (Vit. 30;
B. J. ii. 21. 5) of his accuracy.
It is impossible to keep the same
order of events, and in this affair
the War gives the number of armed
men at 2000, the Life at 600. In the
former, those admitted into the house

are called the more distinguished and '

the rulers, and are sent in to treat on
terms of agreement ; in the other, some
of the men are sent in to receive the
money, which he was accused of appro-
priating, In the one, all those ad-
mitted are scourged ; in the other, one
ringleader, who has his hand cut off
and hung about his neck.

©e g in the Vit. The feigned
sickness of John, and the affair at
Tiberias, precede the robbery com-
mitted by the Dabaritte and the scene
at Tarichea; in the B, J. the plot of
John and the peril of Tiberias is the
Sevrépa dmiBolay, i, 21, 6.
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confined to his bed, excused himself from paying his
respects to the governor. Josephus assembled the
people of Tiberias in the circus. He had begun to
address them, when he was suddenly interrupted by a
loud outery from the spectators; turning round, he saw
a band of armed men, with their swords drawn, who
were placed by John to assassinate him; he leaped
from his rostrum, which was about six fect high, rushed
to the beach, scized a boat, and, with two of his fol-
lowers, pushed out into the lake and escaped.

His soldiers, in the mean time, attacked the band of
John; but Josephus, apprehensive of a civil war, sent
orders to his troops to abstain from bloodshed, and re-
sisted all the urgent entreaties of his other Galilean
friends, who were eager to make an example of the
treacherous city. John fled to Gischala, where Josephus
did not think it prudent to attack him, but contented
himself with expelling those who espoused John’s party
from every city in Galilee,

During these events Sepphoris began again to waver.
The inhabitants sent to Jesus, who commanded a noted
troop of banditti, 800 strong, on the borders of Ptolemais,
offering him a large sum to make war on Josephus. Jesus
thought it more prudent to earn his wages by stratagem
than by open force. He sent to request an inter-
view with Josephus, that he might salute him, and then
instantly began his march with his whole troop. One
of his followers, however, deserted, and put Josephus
on his guard. Thus forewarned, Josephus proceeded to
the interview, having occupied all the roads with his
own forces, and gave orders that Jesus alone, and
his followers, should be admitted within the gates,
which were to be closed immediately on their entrance.
Jesus entered boldly, but Josephus instantly ordered him
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to throw down his arms, or he was a dead man.
Trembling, Jesus obeyed. Josephus took him apart, in-
formed him that he was aware of his treacherous designs,
but offered him pardon if he would repent and swear to
be faithful to him in future. Jesus complied, and Jo-
sephus having severcly threatened the Sepphorites,
departed to quell new disturbances. On his way he en-
countered two officers of the king, from Trachonitis, who
wished to join him with some horse ; these men the Jews
would have forced to submit to circumcision. Josephus
interfered, and asserted the right of every man to wor-
ship God according to his conscience.

Gamala now demanded the presence of the indefatig-
able governor. After the departure of Philip, Agrippa’s
general, a certain Joseph, son of a female physician, had
persuaded the people to revolt. They forced some to enter
into their views, others they put to death. They fortified
the city, with the approbation of Josephus; and all Gau-
lonitis, a district which skirted Upper Galilee, followed
their example. Gamala was now threatened by Aqui-
eolus Modius ; at the same time, Neapolitanus, with some
Roman troops, pushed towards Tiberias, and ASbutius, a
decurion, advanced against Josephus, who lay at Si-
monias. Abutius endeavoured to draw him down to
the plain, where his cavalry would have given him an
advantage. Josephus continued on the hills, and Abutius
withdrew with some loss. Josephus then, in his turn,
made an attack on some magazines of corn, which he
earried off, quietly loading his camels and asses, in the
sight of ZEbutius, who was fairly out-generalled. Equi-
colus Modius failed in his attempt on Gamala.

John of Gischala, all this time, remained quiet in his
citadel, but it was only because he was laying a train
from a greater distance, which was to explode under the
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feet of his enemy.* He sent his brother Simon, and
Jonathan, son of Sisenna, to Simon, son of Gamaliel, at
Jerusalem, to persuade the people that Josephus was
forming a dangerous power in Galilee, and to demand
his recall. Simon was a man of great character and
weight, but ill-disposed to Josephus, and closely allied
with John, By bribes they brought Ananus, the chief
priest, who, at first, espoused the cause of Josephus, and
Jesus, the son of Gamala, into their party” They deter-
mined to act with caution, lest Josephus should advance
with his numerous and devoted army against Jerusalem.
Jonathan and Ananias, two learned and influential Pha-~
risees, and Joazar and Simon, priests, were sent, gra-
dually to alienate the Gualileans from their attachment
to Josephus, and then, either to put him to death, or
bring him alive to Jerusalem. They had troops with
them ; John of Gischala received orders to render them
every support; and Sepphoris, Gabara, and Tiberias
were to hold their troops in readiness at the command of
John. Josephus got intelligence of the plot through
his father, and also, as he relates, through a remarkable
dream, which warned him that he should remain in
Galilee, and fight against the Romans. In compliance
with the earnest supplications of all the Galileans, who
entreated him not to abandon them, he gave up his in-
tention of submitting to the mandate and withdrawing
to Jerusalem. With 8000 foot and 80 horse, he posted

x Vit. 38.

Y This is utterly inconsistent with
the high character, given by Josephus
himself, of Ananus. Jost uses strong
language: — «“ Wenn aber der Ge-
schichtschreiber Josephus ihm beschul-
digt, ohne Mitwissen des Kriegesaus-

schusses Boten nach Galilida gesendet
zu haben, um ihn (Josephus) nach
Jerusalem zu locken, oder allenfalls zus
todten.—So ist das eine der dreisten
Unwahrheiten, ersonnen aus person-
licher Feindschaft, die er selbst offen
bekennt.” p. 443.
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himself at Chabolo, on the frontier of Ptolemais, under
the pretext of making head against Placidus, who had
begun to waste Galilee. Four cities, Sepphoris, Gamala,
Gischala, and Tiberias, acknowledged the authority of
the deputation from Jerusalem. The deputies, who had
travelled secretly and with expedition, in order to come
on Josephus unawares, finding him on his guard, still
attempted to proceed by craft rather than by force.
They sent a friendly letter informing him that they werce
come to punish the subtle proceedings of his enemy
John, and to force him to obedience. Josephus kept the
letter unopened to the evening, when he had a great
banquet of his friends, to which he invited the mes-
senger. He then secretly made himself master of its
contents, and sealed it up again.  He ordered the mes-
senger 20 drachms, as a reward for having brought wel-
come intelligence. The messenger was delighted. He
then plied him with wine, and offered him a drachm
with every cup, till the man betrayed the whole plot.
Josephus wrote back a friendly answer, excusing himself
from attendance, on account of the necessity of watching
Placidus. The deputies, who passed from place to place
and found almost every town in favour of Josephus and
enraged against John,” sent a more peremptory message,
requiring his attendance at Gabara, to Mmake good his
charge against John of Gischala. Josephus expressed
his readincss to wait upon them, but not at Gabara or
Gischala, where he apprehended treachery.* They deter-
mined to send messengers throughout Galilee to excite
the malcontents. Josephus waylaid the roads from
{Gabara, seized the messengers, and made himself master

* He names Japha, the largest vil- toJosephus; Asochis, and others. c.45.

lage (rdun) in Galilee; Sepphoris, * § pev ydp marpls domv Iwdvyou,
which Romanised, and wasindifferent as % 8¢ guupaxos kal ¢lAy. c. 45.
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of all the letters. Upon this he surrounded Gabara with
his own Galileans, and boldly entered the town. He
first went to repose at an inn; his enemies seized the
opportunity to raise the people against him, but failed.
Josephus soon after made his appearance in the assembly.”
The Galileans surrounded the hall with loud acclama-
tions. John and his friends endeavoured in vain to
make their escape. Josephus publicly read the letters
which he had intercepted, the deputies were confounded,
the people unanimous in their applause. The mob
would willingly have fallen on the whole assembly, who
were saved only by the merciful intervention of Josephus.
The governor then took horse and rode away to Sogana.
From thence he despatched an embassy of 100 men of
distinction, escorted by an armed guard of 500, to
Jerusalem.

The discomfited deputies retired to Tiberias, John to
Gischala. At Tiberias they expected the city to declare
in their favour, but Josephus suddenly made his appear-
anco there. They received him with hypocritical
courtesy, but requested him to withdraw, on account of
the approaching Sabbath, lest there should be a disturb-
ance. He retired to Tarichea; new scenes of trickery
followed ; the deputies, with Jesus and Justus, the tur-

‘bulent leaders of Tiberias, endeavoured to raise the
town. Josephus again appeared with his soldiers; they
got tid of him by a false alarm of Roman troops seen in
the neighbourhood. Josephus counteracted this by
- another plot. They appointed a general fast, during
which no one was to appear armed at the Proseuche.

® They called him to account about to Jerusalem. They became ashamed
twenty pieces of gold taken from the of this pitiful charge, and accused
public treasury, This Josephus had Josephus of setting up a tyranny.
expended on his counter deputation c. 60.
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Josephus and his friends concealed their daggers and
breastplates under their robes, and when the enemy ex-
pected to find them defenceless, they brandished their
weapons. The deputation of Josephus, in the mean-
time, returned from Jerusalem with a favourable an-
swer, confirming him in the government. He summoned
an assembly of the Galileans, who, in the same spirit,
declared their ready and cheerful submission to his com-
mand. Emboldened by this, he began to act with
greater vigour; he chastised the unruly inhabitants of
Tiberias, got the deputies into his power, and sent them
back to Jerusalem.

Tiberias attempted again to revolt, and to surrender
the city to the troops of Agrippa. Not having his forces
in readiness, Josephus had recourse, as usual, to one of
his stratagems. He seized 240 vessels, put not above
four sailors in each, and commanded them to take their
station in sight of the town; and he then advanced
boldly to the gates. The citizens supposing the ships
full of soldiers, surrendered at discretion. Josephus got
the senators to the number of 600, and 2000 of the
people, within his power, and sent them to Tarichea.
They denounced one Clitus as the ringleader; he was
carried to the shore to have his hands cut off; on his
earnest supplication, one was spared ; the left, which he
was induced himself to cut off to save the other ; the rest
of the malcontents were pardoned.® After this, Josephus
surprised Gischala, and gave it up to pillage. Sepphoris
admitted the troops of Gallus into their city. Josephus,
with his forces, scaled the walls, but was beaten back,
and afterwards defeated in the open plain. The troops
of Agrippa soon after made their appearance under the

¢ B.J.ii, 21, 10; Vit, 67, 68,
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command of Sylla; they were posted near Julias., Jose-
phus endeavoured, by a feigned flight, to betray them
into an ambush, and might have succeeded, but his
horse unfortunately plunged into a morass, and he was
severely hurt in the wrist, and carried to Cepharnome.
From thence, feverish symptoms appearing, he was re-
moved to Tarichea.d

Thus we hive endeavoured to wind our weary way
through the intricate politics of Galilee. It is difficult
to conceive how all these intrigues, as well as all the
masterly and effective warlike preparations of Josephus,
could be carried on simultaneously, more particularly it
all these transactions must be crowded into the winter

of one year, 66-7.°

Besides the details of armies raised,

4 Vit, 72.

@ In the ¢ Jewish War ” it is not dif-
ficult to trace a certain order of these
events, if not strictly chronological,
yet of historical arrangement. Jose-
phus first relates his reception in Ga-
lilee and the measures which he took for
the organization of the province, the
levying and disciplining of his army,
the defensive fortitication of the chief
cities, He then passes to his stnfe
with John of Gischala, and the long
and obstinate struggle in Galilee and
in Jerusalem with this noted rival.
This may account for some transposi-
tion of events, and some discrepancy
with the Lite,

Vit. c. 15.

The ¢ Life” was written much later,
after the death of Vespasian and
Titus, long after the publication of the
# Jewish War,” and after the publication
of the «History " of Justus of Tiberias,
against whom Josephus writes in a
spirit of bitter contioversy. The whole

“Life” is almost occupied with the
events between his arrival in Gahlee and
the siege of Jotapata: out of 76 chapters
only six relate to his early lite, three
to the period after his capture in
Jotapata. It has, it must be acknow-
ledged, a strongly romantic cast; it
is an undisguised panegyric on his
own valour, enterpiise, activity, craft,
promptitude, wisdom; it is full of
strange  hair-breadth escapes, and
stirring adventures.  Yet vanity can
hardly have been the sole motive for
its composition. It was avowedly
written to vindicate himself from the
calumnies of Justus of Tiberias, his old
enemy in that city, who had written a
History of the Jewish war, long un-
happily lost. The work of Justus
compelled Josephus to utter things
which he had so long kept in silence.
&roroyficgecdar yap by &vdyxny
¥xw, karayevdouaprupoluevos, épd
& péxpt vov geciwxopéva. c. 65,
The heaviest part of the misrepresenta~
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armed, and exercised ; cities fortified and strengthened ;
the civil administration set on a regular footing ; by his
own statement, Josephus twice took Sepphoris, four
times Tiberias, once Gadara, perhaps Gischala ; counter-
acted the plots, defeated the troops, took and pardoned
his subtle antagonist John, Yet we must either, adher-
ing to the usual chronology, admit this improbability, or
throw back the whole events of the year which ended
in the defeat of Cestius Gallus, into the year 65; and
adopt almost as incredible a supposition, that, with most
unusual inactivity, the Romans left the defeat of Cestius
unrevenged, and allowed the Jews a whole year to or-
ganize their revolt, and strengthen their territory against
invasion.

During this time the insurgents in Jerusalem con-
tinued to press their preparations for war, with as great
activity and less interruption than those in Galilee. For
though the timid and moderate groaned in heart to hear
the din of war, the clattering of arms, the gymnasia
echoing with the trampling march of all the youth in
military exercise ; and sadly foreboded the miseries and
ruin to which the joyous city, the place of national fgs-
tival, the rich, the beautiful, the holy city of Sion was
thus self-devoted ; though they could not utter their
prayers in the Temple, nor make their offerings on the
altar of Jehovah without awful misgivings that before
long the worship might be proscribed, and fire and sword

tions of Justus, which he seeks to con-
fute, is that he (Josephus) was the first
great rebel against Rome, the author
of the revolt of Galilee, He retorts on
Justus as a turbulent fellow who be-
fore this had raised Tiberias in insur-
rection; in short, that Justus was an
earlier and more daring rebel than

himself, and only escaped by singular
good fortune the just punishment for
his offences, Throughout the work is
that of a man advanced in years re-
lating the ‘deeds of his youth from
memory—a constant struggle between
his vanity and his fear of offending
his Imperial patrons at Rome,
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lay waste the courts of the Lord’s house: yet tney were
constrained to suppress or conceal the unpopular weak-
ness, and trembled lest the fierce eye of the Zealot or
the Assassin should detect the dangerous or unpatriotic
emotion.”

In the city, Ananus the chief priest took the lead;
arms were fabricated with the greatest activity ; the walls
strengthened, military engines made, and stores of every
kind laid in with the utmost care and expedition. The
timid and moderate were not the only enemies with
whom Ananus had to contend. The fierce Simon, the
son of Gioras, has already appeared, at the head of his
daring bandits, rendering good service during the retreat
of Cestius. In the toparchy of Acrabatene,® he had be-
taken himself, not to the regular defence of the country,
but to the most lawless ravage. He broke open and
pillaged the houses of the opulent; and even inflicted
personal violence, scourging and maltreating all who
opposed him. Already men began to forebode beth his
daring ambition, which would not be content with less
than the highest station, and his cruelty, which would
scruple at no means of obtaining or securing advance-
ment. Ananus sent some troops against him: Simon
took refuge with men of a kindred spirit, who held Ma-
sada; and from thence he pursued his ravages in
Idumsa, till the magistrates of that district were con-
Strained to raise an army, and set a guard in every
village.

It was probably not long after the defeat of Cestius,
that an unsuccessful expedition was attempted against

f B, J. ii. 22. according to Jerome, between Neapohs,
¢ There were two Acrabatenes, Sichem, and Jericho; the other in the
which cavse great confusion : one, south of Judea, bordering on Idumea.
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Ascalon. That strong city, situated about sixty-five
miles from Jerusalem, was weakly garrisoned by one
cohort of foot and one troop of horse, under a com-
mander named Antonius. The Jews marched out in
great force under Niger of Perza, Silas the Babylonian,
and John the Essene. Antonius, undismayed by the
number and the daring of the enemy, led out his horse.
The Jewish soldiers were all infantry, undisciplined and
unused to war. The first furious charge of the cavalry
broke their van, which fell back on their main body,
threw it into confusion, and the whole army was scat-
tered in small squadrons over the field. 'The active
Roman horse attacked first one band, then another,
charging and riding round them,—their mounted archers
making dreadful havock. Numbers were of no avail,
or rather stood in the way of effective defence. The
vast and confused multitude could not fight, and would
not fly. Night put an end to the battle, or rather to
the carnage. 10,000 men, with Judas and Silas, fell :
Niger escaped with the rest to a small tower named
Sallze.® The Jews were not cast down by this signal de-
feat. In the shortest time, not enough for the wounded
to get healed, they assembled all their forces, and in
still greater pride and indignation again marched out
against Ascalon. They had learned as little prudence
as humility. Antonius occupied the passes with an am-
bush, and suddenly surrounding the Jewish army with
his horse, after scarcely any resistance cut down 8000
of them. Niger, who showed great courage in the re-
treat, again escaped, and got possession of a strong
tower in a village called Bezedel. The Romans, who
had not time for a regular siege, and yet were unwilling

b B, J. iii. 2, 1. 2,
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to allow so formidable a leader to escape, set fire to the
wall. Having seen the tower in flames, they retreated
in triumph. Niger, however, leaped down into a deep
cavern, which was under the tower; and when his sor-
rowing companions came, three days after, to find his
body, that they might bury it, they heard his feeble
voice calling them from below. The Jews were full of
joy, and looked on the escape of their champion as little
less than a miraculous proof of divine favour.
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BOOK XV.

THE WAR.

Vespasian — Siege of Jotapata — Fall of Japha — Mount Gerizim
— Capture of Jotapata — Josephus — Surrender of Tiberias —
Fall of Tarichea — Massacre — Siege of Gamala — Fall of Itaby-
rium — Taking of Gamala — of Gischala — Flight of John —
Feuds in Jerusalem.

WitH the early spring Vespasian appeared at Antioch,*
at the head of his powerful army. There Agrippa met
him with all his forces. Vespasian advanced to Ptole-
mais: he was met by a deputation from Sepphoris. The
metropolis of Galilee, notwithstanding the authority and
the threats of Josephus, again made overtures to join
the invader. Vespasian received the deputies with great
courtesy, and sent them back with a strong body of
1000 horse and 6000 foot, to defend their city against
any attack of the Jews.” These troops, under the com-
mand of Placidus, took up their position towards the
great plain, the foot within the city, the cavalry en-
camped without the walls. From these quarters they
ravaged the surrounding country. Josephus made one
strong effort to recover the capital of Galilee, but was
repulsed, and only the more exasperated the Romans,

s Josephus says that Antioch was p. 1089, According to Strabo the
incontestably (&dnplrws) the third other two were Seleucia on the Tigris,
city in the Roman Empire, This is and Alexandria. Of course Rome is
important in Jewish as well asin Chris- excluded,
tian history. Compare Strabo, xvi.  ® B, J. iii 4,1,
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who spread fire and sword over the whole region ; they
slew all who were able to,bear arms, the rest they
carried off as slaves.

Titus, with expedition unusual during the winter sea-
gon, sailed from Achaia to Alexandria. From thence he
shipped his troops for Ptolemais, and joined his father.
Vespasian was now at the head of three of the most
distinguished legions of the Roman army,—the fifth,
tenth, and fifteenth., Besides these, he had twenty-three
cohorts, five of them from Casarea. Ten of these cohorts
mustered 1000 men ; the rest 600, with 150 horse each.®
The allied force consisted of 2000 foot, all archers, and
1000 horse furnished by Antiochus, Agrippa, and Sohe-
mus. Malchus, king of Arabia, sent 1000 horse and
5000 foot, the greatest part archers. The whole army
amounted to 60,000 regulars, horse and foot, besides
followers of the camp, who were also accustomed to mi-
litary service, and could fight on occasion.?

The campaign was now formally opened: the forces
of Placidus overspread the whole country. Josephus
attempted no resistance in the open field. The inhabit-
ants had been directed to fly to the fortified cities ; all
who were not expeditious or fortunate enough to escape
were cut off or seized. But these were the unwarlike
part of the people : the more active and courageous had
all crowded into the cities. The strongest of all these
was Jotapata, where Josephus commanded in person.
Placidus concluded that if, by an unexpected attack,
he could make himself master of that important post,
the blow would so terrify the rest, that they would

© “ Additis igitur ad copias duabus daioum Flavius Vespasianus ¢ . . trie
legionibus, octo alis, cohortibus decem, bus legionibus administrabat.'” Tegts -
atque inter Legatos majore filio as- Hist, i. 10, - ‘
sumto.” Suet. Vesp.iv, ¢ BellumJu- 4 B. J. iii. 459,

VOL. IIL
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immediately fall. He marched rapidly against Jotapata ;
but the garrison had received timely information. They
anticipated the assault by a daring sally, for which
the Romans were entirely unprepared. The troops of
Placidus were repulsed ; many wounded, but only seven
killed ; for the legionaries retreated in good order, and
being entirely covered with their defensive armour, sel-
dom received mortal wounds. The Jews were only
light-armed troops, who rarely ventured to fight hand to
hand, but annoyed the enemy at a distance with their
javelins. It was an inspiriting commencement of the
campaign.

At length the vast army of Vespasian began to move.
Josephus describes the order of march with the accuracy
of an eye-witness.® He must, indeed, have watched its
stern and regular advance with the trembling curiosity
of the sailor, who sees the tempest slowly gathering,
which is about to burst, and perhaps wreck his weak and
ill-appointed bark. The van was preceded by the light-
armed allies and their archers, who scattered over the
plain to observe any unexpected attack of the enemy,
and to examine all the woods or thickets that might
conceal an ambuscade. Then came part of the heavy-
armed cavalry and infantry, followed by ten of each
centenary, carrying the furniture and vessels of the
camp. After these the pioneers, who were to straighten
the winding roads, level the hills, or cut down the woods
which might impede the march of the main army.
Then came the baggage of the general and his officers,
strongly guarded by cavalry. Next rode the general,
with a picked troop of foot, horse, and lancers. After
him the horse of his own legion, for to each legion thers

¢ B, J, iii. 6, 2,
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were 120 cavalry attached. Then the mules which carried
the military engines, and the besieging train. The lieu-
tenant-generals, the commanders of cohorts, and the
tribunes followed, each with a chosen band of men.
Then the eagles, of which each legion had one. The
standards were followed by the trumpeters. Behind
came the phalanx itself, in files of six deep. A centu-
rion, whose business it was to keep order, brought up
the rear. Behind them were the servants with the bag-
gage, on mules and other beasts of burthen. After the
Romans marched the mercenaries ; a strong rear-guard
of light and heavy-armed foot, and many horse, closed
the procession. The host passed on in its awful magni-
ficence. Vespasian halted on the frontier of Galilee, as
if to give the revolted province time for repentance,
or to strike terror into the more obstinate insurgents.
The measure was not without effect. No sooner did the
“army of Josephus, which was encamped at Garis, not far
from Sepphoris, hear of this tremendous invasion, than,
before they had seen the enemy, they dispersed on all
gides; and Josephus, left almost alone, began to despair
of the war.! It was idle to think of opposing such an
enemy with a few dispirited troops ; he gathered, there-
fore, the wreck of his army, and fled to Tiberias.
Vespasian marched against Gabara ;® the city was
ungarrisoned, and the stern Roman proceeded to make
a terrible example, and to wipe out the affront of Ces-
tius with the blood of the enemy. The youth were put
to the sword,—not a man escaped ; the city, with every
village and hamlet in the neighbourhood, was burned to
the ground ; the few villagers, whose lives were spared,

f B, J. iii. 6. 3, Gadara was on the eastern side of the
¢ This must be the right reading. | Sea of Galilee.
R 2
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were seized as slaves. The retreat of Josephus to Tibe-
rias filled the city with consternation; they naturally
construed it into a proof that he despaired of success.
They were not wrong, for the manner in which the
war was conducted made him consider resistance hope-
less. Yet, though by his own account he could im-
mediately have made terms with the Romans, he deter-
mined not to abandon the cause. He sent despatches
to Jerusalem, strongly worded, in which he exhorted
the people to make their immediate option, either of
capitulating at once, or sending a powerful and effective
army into the field.

Jotapata ™ was the city in which the greater part, and
those the bravest, of the Galilean warriors, had taken
refuge. It was strongly situated in a rugged, mountain-
ous district. The roads were scarcely practicable for
infantry, quite impassable for horse. In four days the
pioneers of Vespasian cut a practicable road right through
the mountains, and, on the fifth, Jotapata lay open to
the army. Josephus contrived to throw himself into
the city. This was made known to Vespasian by a
deserter; and he became the more eager for the cap-
ture of the town, when he heard that the general-in-
chief was within the walls. It seemed as though the
most prudent of the enemy had surrendered himself, as
into a prison. Placidus and Abutius, decurions of great
merit, in whom Vespasian had the highest confidence,
were sent with 1000 horse to surround the walls, and to
cut off all possibility of escape.

The next day, May 15th, Vespasian advanced in per-

b Jotapata, of which Robinson is which answers to the situation and
silent, seems first to have been dis- description of Jotapata. Ritter, Erd-

covered by Schulz: there are ruins on kunde, viii. ii. p- 764.
a jagged cliff called Dschebel Dschifut,
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son with his whole army. During all the day, till late
in the evening, the defenders of Jotapata saw, from
their lofty battlements, the slow and endless files emerg-
ing from the straight and level road which led to the
city walls. It was on the strength of their position, amidst
their rugged and precipitous mountains and their dark
and impenetrable forests, that they had relied for their
security. To their consternation they saw the woods
falling before the axe of the pioneer, like grain before
the sickle of the reaper; the lofty crests of their moun-
tains, as it were, bowing down their heads before the
resistless invader ; and Nature herself giving up the cus-
tody of her unprotected fortress. Vespasian drew up
his whole army on a hill, less than a mile to the north
of the city; his object was to strike terror into the
defenders by the display of his whole force, which lay
encamped on the slope. He was not mistaken in the ef-
fect which it produced : the garrison cowered behind their
walls; not a man ventured forth. The army, weary
with their long march, did not advance to an immediate
assault : they proceeded to draw a triple line of circum-
vallation round the city; and thus every chance of
escape was cut off. 'This, however, instead of striking
terror, drove the whole garrison to despair. They felt
themselves cooped up like wild beasts in their lair ; they
had no course left but to fight gallantly to the utmost ;
and their first consternation gave place to the fiercest
valour and most stubborn resolution.

The next day the attack began. The Jews, disdain-
ing to be pent up within their walls, pitched their camp
before the trenches, and went boldly forth to meet the
enemy. Vespasian ordered the bowmen and slingers to
gall them with their missiles, and himself with the
infantry began to ascend a declivity which led to the
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least defensible part of the wall. Josephus saw the
danger, and with the whole strength of the garrison
made a resolute sally, and drove the assailants down the
hill. Great valour was displayed by both parties. On
one side fought desperation ; on the other the haughty
shame of being defeated by such a foe: the Romans had
skill in the use of their weapons; the Jews made up
what they wanted in practice and experience with reck-
less bravery. Night separated the combatants, yet the
slaughter was not great on either side. The Romans
had lost thirteen killed, and many wounded; the Jews
seventeen killed, but six hundred wounded.

On the following day they again attacked the Romans.
They had become more resolute, since they found they
could make head against their formidable enemies.
Every morning added to the fury of the contest; for
five days the Romans continued to make their assaults,
and the Jews to sally forth or fight from the walls, with
equal courage. The Jews had now lost all their terror
of the Roman prowess; while the Romans, with their
obstinate bravery, persisted in forcing their way to the
walls.

Jotapata stood on the summit of a lofty hill, on three
sides rising abruptly from the deep and impassable ra-
vines which surrounded it. Looking down from the top
of the walls the eye could not discover the bottom of
these frightful chasms. It was so embosomed in lofty
mountains, that it could not be seen till it was actually
approached. It could only be entered on the north,
where the end of the ridge sloped more gradually down ;
on this declivity the city was built; and J osephus had
fortified this part with a very strong wall. Vespasian
called a council of war. It was determined to raise an
embankment (agger) against the most practicable part
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of the wall. The whole army was sent out to provide
materials. The neighbouring mountains furnished vast
quantities of stone and timber. In order to cover them-
selves from the javelins and arrows of the garrison, the
assailants stretched a kind of roof, made with wattles of
wicker-work, over their palisades ; under this penthouse
they laboured securely at their embankment. They
worked in three divisions, one bringing earth, the others
stone, or wood. The Jews were not idle; they hurled
down immense stones and every kind of missile upon
the workmen, which, although they did not do much
damage, came thundering down over their heads with
appalling noise, and caused some interruption to their
labours.

Vespasian brought out his military engines, of which
he had 160, in order to clear the walls of these trouble-
some assailants. The catapults began to discharge their
hissing javelins, the balistas heaved huge stones of
enormous weight, and balls of fire and blazing arrows
fell in showers. The Arab archers, the javelin men,
and the slingers, at the same time, plied their terrible
weapons, so that a considerable space of the wall was
entirely cleared: not a man dared approach the battle-
ments.  But the Jews, who could not fight from above,
began to attack from below. They stole out in small
bands, like robbers, came secretly on the workmen,
pulled down their breastworks, and struck at them as
they stood naked and without their armour, which they
had pulled off to work with greater activity. If the
besiegers fled, they instantly demolished the embank-
ment, and set fire to the timbers and the wattles. Ves-
pasian, perceiving that the intervals between the
different breastworks, under which the separate parties
were labouring, gave advantage to the assailants, ordered
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one to be carried all round, and, uniting all the work-
ing parties, effectually prevented these destructive
attacks.

The garrison at length beheld this vast embankment
completed ; it almost reached to the height of their
battlements ; it stood towering right opposite to them,
as if another city had arisen beside their own, and from
the equal heights of their respective walls they were to
join in deadly conflict for the mastery. Josephus has-
tily summoned his workmen, and gave orders that the
city wall should be raised to a much greater height.
The workmen represented that it was impossible, as
long as the wall was thus commanded by the enemy, to
carry on their labour. Josephus was not baffled ; he
ordered tall stakes to be driven on the top of the wall,
upon which he suspended hides of oxen newly killed. On
this yielding curtain the stones fell dead ; the other mis-
siles glided off without damage ; and even the fire-darts
were quenched by the moisture. Under this covering
his men worked night and day, till they had raised the
wall twenty cubits, thirty-five feet. He likewise built
a great number of towers on the wall, and surrounded
the whole with a strong battlement. The Romans,
who thought themselves already masters of the city,
were not a little discouraged, and were astonished at
the skill and enterprise of the defenders; but Vespasian
was only the more enraged at the obstinacy of the gar-
rison, and the subtlety of the commander. For the
defenders, become confident in the strength of their
bulwarks, began to renew their former sallies: they
fought in small bands, with the courage of regular
troops and all the tricks and cunning of robbers, Some-
times they crept out and carried off whatever they could
lay their hands on ; sometimes, unperceived, set fire to
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the works. At length, Vespasian determined to turn
the siege into a blockade ; and, as he could not take the
city by assault, to reduce it by famine. For, in a short
time, the garrison would either desire to capitulate, or
if they were still obstinate in their resistance, would
perish from want. At all events, if it was necessary to
renew the attack, their men would be enfecbled by pri-
vation and suffering. Accordingly, he kept his troops
in their quarters, and contented himself with strictly
blockading every avenue to the city.

The besieged were very well supplied with grain, and
every other necessary, excepting salt; but there was
great want of water. There was no spring in the city ;
the inhabitants were obliged to be content with rain
water. But during the summer it rarely, if ever, rains
in that region; and, as the summer was the time of the
siege, they began to be dreadfully dispirited, and to look
forward in horrible apprehension to the period when
their supply would entirely fail. Josephus commanded
the water which remained to be rigidly measured out.
This scanty doling forth of that necessary refreshment to
men parched with fatigue, and many of them feverish
with wounds, seemed worse even than absolute privation ;
the sense of want seemed to aggravate their thirst ; and
many began to faint, as if already at the worst extremity
of drought. The Romans saw what was going on within
the walls; and, as the inhabitants crept along with
their pitchers to a particular spot to receive their daily
allotment of water, they pointed their engines at them,
and struck them down as they passed.

But the fertile mind of Josephus had not exhausted
its store of schemes: he ordered a great number of his
men to steep their clothes in water and hang them up
from the battlements till the wall ran down with the
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dripping moisture. The Romans were confounded ; for
men who could waste so much water out of mere wan-
tonness, could not possibly be in the wretched state of
privation they had hoped. Vespasian, weary of thus
blockading a city so amply supplied, returned to the
assault, the mode of attack to which the Jews wished to
drive him. For in their state it was better $o perish at
once by the sword, than by thirst and famine.

Josephus had another stratagem by which he kept up
intelligence with those without the city. There was one
narrow and rugged path, down the dry bed of a torrent,
which led into the valley to the south. It was so dan-
gerous and seemingly impracticable, that the Romans
neglected to guard it. By this way the messengers of
Josephus stole out of the city, bearing letters to and
from the commander, and every thing of small bulk of
which the garrison stood in need. These men, in
general, crept out on all fours, covered with the skins of
beasts, that they might look like dogs. This went on
for a long time, till at length the way was detected, and
closed up by the enemy.

At this perilous juncture Josephus honestly confesses
that he began to think of his own personal safety ; and
entered into deliberation with some of the chief leaders
of the garrison, as to the means of making their escape.
Their counsel transpired, and they were environed by
all the people of the city, earnestly entreating them not
to abandon the wretched town to the fury of the enraged
enemy ; for, so long as he and the garrison remained,
there was some hope of resistance. Directly they were
gone, the city must inevitably fall ; and merciless ex-
termination was the only fate which they could expect.
The crafty general endeavoured to persuade them, that
his only object in leaving the town would be to provide
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more effectually for their safety ; that he would raise
all Galilee, and so harass the Romans as to force them
to break up the siege: that his presence was of no real
service, but only made Vespasian the more obstinate in
his determination to capture the town. This language
but the more inflamed the multitude ; the women with
their infants in their arms began to wail ; boys and old
men fell at his feet, and embracing them, besought him
to remain and share their fate. ““ Not,” Josephus adds,
“from any jealousy lest I should save my life, while
theirs were in danger, but because they entertained
some hope of saving their own through my means. As
long as I remained, they were safe.”!

Partly moved by compassion, partly feeling that if he
did not consent to their entreaties, he might be detained
by force, Josephus determined to stand firm at his post,
and seized the moment of excitement, to lead his force
to a desperate attack. “If then,” he exclaimed, ‘there
is no hope of safety, let us die nobly, and leave a glorious
example to posterity.” The bravest crowded round him,
and some rushed suddenly forth, drove in the Roman
guard, and carried their inroads even into the camp;
they tore up the hides with which the works had been
defended, and set fire to the lines in many places. A
second and third day they continued these furious
attacks; and for many nights and days kept up, without
being wearied, a perpetual alarm.

Vespasian found the heavy armed legionaries ill-suited
to this desultory warfare; from the unwieldy weight of
their armour they could not, from their pride they would
not, retreat: and, when they turned again in any force,
the light-armed Jews in an instant disappeared within

1B, J.iil, 7, 16,
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their walls. Besides, the valour of the Jews was mere
desperation; like a fierce fire, if unresisted it would
burn out. He ordered therefore the regular troops to
decline these attacks, and to repel the sallies of the be-
sieged with the Arabian archers and Syrian slingers.
The engines in the mean time never ceased discharging
their showers of bolts and stones : these sorely distressed
the Jews, but sometimes getting under the range of
the engines, they fiercely attacked the Romans, never
sparing their own lives, and new troops continually fill-
ing up the places of those who were fatigued or slain.
The Roman general found that he was, as it were,
besieged in his turn; and as the embankment had now
reached close to the wall, he ordered the battering ram
to be advanced. This was the most formidable of all
the besieging artillery used in ancient warfare. It was
an immense beam, headed with iron, in the shape of a
ram’s head, from which it took its name; it was sus-
pended by cables from another beam, which was sup-
ported by strong tall posts; it was drawn back by a
great number of men, and then driven forward with so
tremendous a recoil, that tower or wall could scarcely
ever resist the shock. The Romans were accus-
tomed to see the bulwarks of the strongest cities
crumble as it were to dust, the instant they could bring
that irresistible machine to work. As the heavy ram
slowly advanced towards the walls, covered with a pent-
house of wattles and hides, both for the protection of
the engine and of the men who were to work it, the
catapults and other engines, with the archers and
slingers, were commanded to play with increasing ac-
tivity, to sweep the walls, and distract the besieged.
The battlements were entirely cleared of the defenders,
who lay crouching below, not knowing what was about
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to happen. At the first blow of the ram the wall shook
as with an earthquake, and a wild cry rose from the
besieged, as if the city were already taken.

The engine went on battering at the same place
shock after shock: the wall already began to totter and
crumble, when Josephus thought of a new expedient.
He ordered a number of sacks to be filled with straw,
and let down by ropes from the walls, to catch the hard
blows of the ram, wherever it might strike. The
Romans were perplexed, for their blows fell dead on
this soft and yiclding substance ; and in their turn they
fastened the blades of scythes on long poles and cut
asunder the ropes which held the sacks. Then the en-
gine again began, without interruption, its work, when
behold the Jews suddenly broke forth in three parties.
They bore in their hands all the lighted combustibles
they could find ; they swept every thing before them,
and set fire to the engines, the wattles and the palisa-
does of the besiegers. The Romans, confounded with
this unexpected daring, and blinded by the fire and
smoke driving in their faces, made less courageous de-
fence than usual. The timbers of the embankment
were all dry: a great quantity of bitumen, pitch, and
even sulphur had been used as cement. The conflagra-
tion spread with the greatest rapidity, and thus one hour
destroyed the labour of many days.

The daring exploit of one man among the Jews met
with universal admiration: he was a Galilean of Saab,
named Eleazar, the son of Samaes. With an immense
stone from the wall, he took such a steady aim, that he
struck off the iron head of the battering ram; he then
leaped down from the wall, secured his prize, and was
bearing it back to the city. He was unarmed, and all
the darts and arrows of the enemy were discharged at
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him. He was transfixed by five arrows ; still, however,
he pressed on, regained the walls, stood boldly up, dis-
playing his trophy, in the sight of all—and then, still
clinging to it with convulsive hands, fell down and ex-
pired. Two other Galileans, Netiras and Philip of
Ruma, greatly distinguished themselves, breaking
through the ranks of the tenth legion, and driving in all
who opposed them.

Josephus and the rest followed this heroic example,
and all the engines and the breast-work of the fifth and
of the tenth legions which were driven in, were entirely
consumed. Others followed the first rank of the assail-
ants, and heaped the earth over what was destroyed as
fast as they could.

Still, towards the evening, the Romans again set up
the ram, and began to batter the wall at the same place.
But while Vespasian himself was directing the assault,
he was wounded in the heel by a javelin from the wall,
slightly indeed, for the javelin was spent; but the
greatest alarm spread through the army. Many gave
up the attack to crowd around the general, who was
bleeding. Titusshowed the most affectionate solicitude.
But Vespasian, suppressing the pain of his wound,
speedily relieved their fears: and, to revenge the hurt
of their commander, the whole army rushed on with a
loud shout to the walls : all that night the awful conflict
lasted. The Jews fell in great numbers; for though
the missiles poured around them like hail, they would
not abandon the walls, but continued heaving down
great stones, and flinging fiery’ combustibles on the
wattles which protected those that worked the ram.
They fought at disadvantage, for the light of their own
fires made the walls as light as day, and the enemy
were thus enabled to take steady aim, while the black
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engines lay in shadow in the distance, and they could
not distinguish when the bolts were about to be dis-
charged. The scorpions and catapults raged more and
more fiercely, and swept the walls ; the stones from the
other engines shattered the pinnacles and the corners of
the turrets, which kept falling with a fearful crash.
The stones penetrated right through dense masses of
men, making as it were a furrow as they passed, and
reaching to the rearmost man. Strange stories are re-
ported of the force of these engines—one man was
struck on the head, and his skull hurled, as by a sling,
to the distance of three stadia, about three furlongs: a
pregnant woman was hit in the lower part, and the
child cast to the distance of half a stadium. It.was a
night of unexampled confusion. The clattering of the
bolts, the shouts of the army, the heavy fall of the huge
stones, the thundering shocks of the battering ram, were
mingled with the frantic shricks of women, and the
screams of children—the whole space about the walls
was like a pool of blood; and men could mount the
wall upon the bodies of their slaughtered friends. All
this deafening din was echoed back and multiplied by
the surrounding mountains. Many fell, many more
were wounded, but till the morning watch the wall
stood firm: it then yielded: still, however, those who
were well provided with defensive armour, laboured
with all their might to form new buttresses and bul-
warks, wherever a breach was threatened, before the
machines, by which the enemy were to mount the
breach, could be advanced.

Towards the morning Vespasian allowed his troops &
short time for refreshment. In order to repel the be-
sieged from the breach, he made the bravest of his
horsemen dismount, and divided them into three parties.
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They were completely cased in armour, and had long
pikes in their hands, to be ready to charge, instantly
that the machines for mounting the breach were fixed.
Behind these he stationed the flower of the infantry.
The rest of the horse were extended all over the
mountains, which encircled the town, that none might
make their escape ; behind the foot were the archers,
the slingers, and engincers; and others with scaling
ladders, which were to be applied to such parts of the
walls as were yet uninjured, to call off the attention
of the defenders from the breach. When Josephus
discovered this, he sclected the old, the infirm, the
fatigued, and the wounded to defend those parts of
the wall. The bravest he chose to man the breach;
gix, of whom himself was one, formed the first line. He
addressed them in a few words, enjoining them not to
be alarmed at the shout of the legionaries; to kneel
down and cover their heads with their bucklers, and
retreat a little, till the bowmen had exhausted their
quivers; when the Romans had fixed the mounting
machines to leap down upon them and fight, remember-
ing that they could now scarcely be thought to fight for
safety, for of that they had mno hope, but for a brave
revenge: finally, to set before their eyes their fathers
and children massacred, their wives defiled, and an-
ticipate a just vengeance for these, now inevitable, ca-
lamities.

While this was going on, the idle multitude, with the
women and children, saw the city still surrounded by
triple lines, for the Romans did not withdraw any part -
of their guards for the approaching conflict—the ap-
palling force standing with their drawn swords before
the breach—the whole mountain gleaming with the
lances of the cavalry, and the Arabian archers with
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their bows already levelled —they were seized with
universal consternation; one shrill and agonizing shriek
ran through the whole city, as if the horrors of the cap-
ture were not only dreaded, but actually begun. Jose-
phus, lest they should dispirit his men, ordered all the
women to be locked up in the houses, and threatened
all others with exemplary punishment if they raised any
disturbance. He then took his post in the breach. At
once the trumpets of the legions sounded, and the whole
Roman host raised one terrific shout. At that instant
the sun was darkened with the clouds of arrows. The
Jews closed their ears to the noise, and, shrouded under
their bucklers, avoided the arrows. The moment that
the mounting engines were fixed, the Jews were upon
them before the assault, fighting hand to hand with the
most resolute courage; till at length the Romans, who
could continually pour new troops upon them, while the
besieged had none to supply their place when weary,
formed a solid phalanx, and moving on as one man,
drove back the Galileans, and were already within the
walls. Still Josephus had a last expedient. He had
prepared an immense quantity of boiling oil, and, at a
signal, this was poured, vessels and all, which burst
with the heat, upon the ascending phalanx. The
ranks were broken, and the men rolled down, wild
with agony ; for the boiling oil, which kindles easily
and cools slowly, trickled within their armour. They
had not time to tear off their breastplates and bucklers
before it had penetrated to the skin; but they leaped
about and writhed with anguish, or plunged headlong
from the bridges; or, if they attempted to fly, were
pierced through their backs, the only part which was
without defensive armour. Yet the steady courage of

the Romans was not thus to be repelled. However those
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behind might pity their suffering companions, they still
pressed forward, and sternly rebuked them for standing
in their way, and for impeding braver men in the per-
formance of their duty. But the Jews had still another
stratagem. They poured boiled fenn-greek, a kind of
herb, upon the planks on which the enemy were
mounting the breach, and made them so slippery, that
no one could gain a firm footing, either to ascend or
retreat. Some fell on their faces, and were trampled
down by those who followed ; others rolled back upon
the embankment. The Jews struck at them as they
lay and grovelled ; or, the close combat being thus in-
terrupted, discharged their javelins, and heaped darts
and stones upon them. At length, about the evening,
the general recalled his worsted men, with consider-
able loss in killed and wounded. Those of Jotapata
had six killed, and three hundred wounded.*

Vespasian found his troops rather exasperated than
disheartened by this obstinate resistance; but yet it
was necessary to proceed by more slow and cautious
approaches. He gave orders that the embankment
should be raised considerably; and that fifty towers
should be built upon it, strongly girded with iron, both
that the weight might make them more firm, and to
secure them against fire. In these he placed his javelin-
men, his slingers, and archers, and the lighter engines
for the discharge of missiles. These, being concealed by
the height and the breast-works of their towers, might
take deliberate aim at all who appeared upon the walls.
This was a fatal measure to the Jews. The darts and

k &Ldos bamplov, fitis ép8h emxe- caro. Suidasin voce. Confer Plin. xviir,
ouévy Mobov éumoies Tois mosl 163 Col.ii. 10,10, ¢ Mihi quidem (ait
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arrows came pouring from above, so that they could not
shift and avoid them. They could have no revenge
against these invisible foes; for their own arrows could
not reach to the height of the towers, and the towers,
being solid and compact with iron, could not be set on
fire. All they could do was to abandon their walls,
and, when any party approached, make a rapid and
desperate sally to beat them off. Thus their own loss
was considerable—that of the Romans very slight. Still,
however, they kept up a manful resistance, and con-
stantly repelled the enemy from the walls.

But now the fall of a neighbouring fortress was a
dreadful omen, and a warning of their own approaching
fate to the defenders of Jotapata. A city called Japha,'
at no great distance, emboldened by the vigorous de-
fence of Jotapata, closed its gates against the Romans.
Vespusian detached Trajan, the father of the Emperor,
with 2000 foot and 1000 horse, to reduce the place.™
The city was strongly situated, and surrounded by a
double wall. The men of Japha came boldly forth to
meet the enemy ; but this hardihood was their ruin.
They were repulsed and chased to the walls. The pur-
suers and pursued entered pell-mell within the outer
gates. Those who defended the inner wall instantly
closed their gates, and shut out the flower of their own
garrison as well as the enemy. The fugitives, hotly
pursued, were cooped up between the two walls, and
mowed down with horrible carnage. They rushed to
the gates, called upon their fellow citizens by name,

1 Japha (see above, p. 232), the most | Erdkunde, p, 701,
populous xdun in Galilee, B.J.iii.7.| = Plin, Panegyr, c. 89, Spanheim,
3L, Jafa is thought to be the Japha of | de Usu Numm., Diss. xi. p. 32&
Josephus: it was visited by Mr. Wol- | Rasche, Lexicon, ii. i. 378.
cot. Bibliotheca Sacra, 1843, Ritter, |
. 8 2
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and entreated them to open and let them in—but in
vain; to admit them, was to admit the conquering
enemy. Totally disheartened, not only by the terror of
the foe, but by the apparent treachery of their friends,
they had no courage to resist ; but either stood still to
be tamely butchered, reproaching, as it were, those who
looked down from the walls with their miserable end—
or, in desperate frenzy, rushed on each other’s swords,
or fell upon their own: and so they died, execrating
their fellow citizens rather than the enemy. In the
flight and in the suburb 12,000 perished; and those
who had thus, either out of panic or miscalculating
prudence, betrayed their fellow citizens, obtained only a
brief respite; for Trajan, rightly concluding that the
garrison must be greatly enfeebled by this loss, formed
the blockade of the city—and with courtier-like reserve,
as if he already anticipated the imperial destiny of the
Flavian family, sent despatches to Vespasian to request
that his son Titus might be detached to complete the
victory. Titus speedilys arrived with 1000 foot and
500 horse. He took the command, and, placing Trajan
at the head of the left wing, and himself leading the
right, gave orders for a general assault. No sooner had
the soldiers fixed the scaling-ladders than the Galileans,
after a feeble resistance, abandoned the walls. Titus
and his soldiers leaped down into the city, and, the
Galileans rallying, a furious conflict ensued; for the
citizens blocked up the narrow streets and lanes, and
fought desperately, while the women, from the roofs of
the houses, hurled down everything on which they
could lay their hands. The battle lasted for six hours,
when all who could bear arms were slain ; and the rest,
old and young—part in the public streets, part in the
houses—were indiscriminately put to the sword. The
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women alone and infants were reserved as slaves :
15,000 were killed, 2130 taken.

It is remarkable that the Samaritans, who are gene-
rally accused by the Jews as disclaiming their kindred
in every period of danger, made common cause in this
insurrection. Roman oppression must indeed have
weighed heavily, if the indignation it excited could
overpower the rooted animosity of Samaritan and Jew,
and get them in arms together against the same enemy.
The Samaritans had not openly joined the revolt, but
stood prepared with a great force on the sacred mountain
of Grerizim—for most of their strong cities were garrisoned
by the Romans. Vespasian determined to anticipate
and suppress the insurrectionary spirit which was mani-
festly brooding in the whole region. Cerealis™ was sent
with 600 horse, and 3000 infantry, who suddenly sur-
rounded the foot of the mountain. It was the height
of summer, and the Samaritans, who had laid in no pro-
vision, suffered grievously from the want of water : some
actually died of thirst ; others deserted to the Romans.
As soon as Cerealis supposed that they were sufficiently
enfeebled, he gradually drew his forces up the side of the
mountain, enclosing the enemy in a narrower compass, as
in the toils of a skilful hunter. He then sent to them to
throw down their arms, and promised a general amnesty.
On their refusal, he charged them with irresistible fury,
and slew the whole, to the number of 11,600.

And now the end of Jotapata drew near. For forty-
seven days its gallant inhabitants had resisted the dis-
cipline and courage of the whole Roman army, under
their most skilful general; they had confronted bravery

B Petilius Cerealis, who commanded | Hist. iv. 71 ; Vit. Agric. 8. 17 ; Dion,
the ninth legion, Tac. Ann, xiv. 32; | lxv. 18 Ixvi. 30, with Reimar’s note.
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with bravery, and stratagem with stratagem. They
were now worn out with watching and fatigue, with
wounds and thirst. Their ranks were dreadfully thinned,
and the overwearied survivors had to fight all day and
watch all night. A deserter found his way to the camp
of Vespasian, and gave intelligence of the enfeebled
state of the garrison, urging him to make an assault at
the early dawn of morning, when the sentinels were
apt to be found sleeping on their posts. Vespasian
suspected the traitor, for nothing had been more striking
during the siege than the fidelity of the Jews to their
cause. One man who had been taken had endured the
most horrible torments, and though burnt in many parts
of his body, steadily refused to betray the state of the
town, till at length he was crucified. Still the story
bore marks of probability; and Vespasian, thinking
that no stratagem could inflict great injury on his
powerful army, prepared for the assault.

A thick morning mist enveloped the whole city, as
at the appointed hour the Romans, with silent step,
approached the walls. Titus was the first to mount,
with Domitius Sabinus, a tribune, and a few soldiers or
the fifteenth legion. They killed the sentinels, and stole
quietly down into the city. Sextus Cerealis, and Pla-
cidus, followed with their troops. The citadel was sur-
prised : it was broad day, yet the besieged, in the heavy
sleep of fatigue, had not discovered that the enemy
were within the walls; and even now, those who awoke
saw nothing through the dim and blinding mist. But
by this time the whole army was within the gates, and
the Jews were awakened to a horrible sense of their
situation by the commencement of the slaughter. The
Romans remembered what they had suffered during the
siege, and it was not a time when mercy and compas-
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sion, foreign to their usual character, could arrest the
arm of vengeance. They eharged furiously down from
the citadel, hewing their way through the multitude,
who, unable to defend themselves, stumbled, and were
crushed in the uneven ways; or were suffocated in
the narrow lanes, or rolled headlong down the pre-
cipices. Nothing was to be seen but slaughter; nothing
heard but the shricks of the dying and the shouts
of the conquerors. A few of the most hardy had
gathered round Josephus, and mutually exhorted each
other to self-destruction; as they could not slay the
enemy, they would not be tamely slain by them. A
great number fell by each other’s hands. A few of the
guard who had been at first surprised, fled to a tower on
the northern part of the wall, and made some resistance.
At length they were surrounded, and gave themselves
up to be quietly butchered. The Romans might have
boasted that they had taken the city without the loss of
a man, had not a centurion, named Antonius, been slain
by a stratagem. There were a great number of deep
caverns under the city, in which many took refuge ; one
of these, being hotly pursued, entreated Antonius to
reach his hand to him, as a pledge of accepting his sur-
render, as well as to help him to clamber out. The
incautious Roman stretched out his hand, the Jew in-
stantly pierced him in the groin with a lance, and
killed him.

That day all were put to the sword who appeared in
the streets or houses; the next, the conquerors set
themselves to search the caverns and underground pas-
sages, still slaughtering all the men, and sparing none
but infants and women. 1200 captives were taken.
During the siege and capture 40,000 men fell. Ves-
pasian gave orders that the city should be razed to the
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ground, and all the defences burnt. Thus fell Jota-
pata, on the 1st day of Panemus (July).

But among all the dead, the Romans sought in vain
for the body of their obstinate and subtle enemy, Jose-
phus.® Vespasian himself expressed great anxiety for
his capture ; but all their search was baffled, and they
began to fear that the wily chieftain had, after all, with-
drawn himself from their vengeance. During the con-
fusion of the massacre, Josephus had leaped down the
shaft of a dry well, from the bottom of which, a long
cavern led off, entirely concealed from the sight of
those above. There he, unexpectedly, found himself
among forty of the most distinguished citizens of Jota-
pata, who had made this their hiding place, and fur-
nished it with provisions for several days. He lay hid
all the day, while the enemy were prowling about, and
at night crept out, and endcavoured to find some way
of escape from the city; but the Roman guards were
too vigilant, and he was obliged to return to his lair.
Two days he remained without detection ; on the third,
a woman who had been with those within the cavern,
being captured, betrayed the sccret. Vespasian im-
mediately despatched two tribunes, Paulinus? and Galli-
canus, to induce Josephus, by a promise of his life, to
surrender. Josephus, while he lay quiet in his cavern,
was suddenly startled by hearing himself called on by
name. It was the voice of the tribune with the message
of Vespasian. But Josephus had no great confidence
in Roman mercy, and refused to come forth, till Ves-
pasian sent another tribune, Nicanor, with whom he
had been well acquainted. Nicanor stood at the mouth

° B.J.iii. 8. 1.
P Probably Valerius Paulinus, not the famous Suetonius Paulinus.
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of the well, and enlarged on the natural generosity of
the Romans, and their admiration of so gallant an
enemy ; he assured the suspicious Josephus that Ves-
pasian had no intention against his life, but was anxious
to save a man who had displayed such noble self-devo-
tion ; and strongly urged that his delay would be of
little use, as they might easily take him by force. He
even added, that Vespasian would not have employed
the friend of Josephus on such a mission, if he had any
secret or treacherous design.

The Roman soldiers would have settled the affair in
a much more Summary manner: they were with diffi-
culty restrained by their commander from throwing
fire into the cavern, which would either have suffocated
those within, or forced them to make their way out. At
this moment Josephus remembered his dream, which
had so precisely foretold all the calamities of the Jews,
and all which was to happen to the future emperor of
Rome. Now, Josephus was an adept in the interpreta-
tion of dreams : as a priest he had deeply studied the
prophecies of the Holy Books. He was suddenly and,
doubtless, most opportunely seizeq with divine inspira-
tion, which inwardly assured him that it was the will of
Heaven that his country should fall, and Rome triumph,
and he himself save hislife. So, if he passed over to
the Roman party, he would do so, not as a renegade,
but as an obedient servant of God.

Saying this within himself, he consented to the terms
of Nicanor. But, unhappily, a new difficulty occurred.
However satisfactory to his own conscience this deter-
mination of humbly submitting to the will of God, the
companions of Josephus were not religious enough to enter
into his motives. They reproached him with the vulgar
desire of saving his life, and with cowardly defection
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from the laws of his country. They reminded him of
his own eloquent exhortations to despise death in such
a noble cause ; exhortations with which so many had
generously complied. They intimated somewhat plainly,
that they would assist his failing patriotism, and enable
him to obtain all the honours of martyrdom ; in short,
that their hands and swords were ready to enable him
to die, not as a renegade, but as the chieftain of the
Jews. At the same time they showed their zealous
interest in his character by surrounding him with
drawn swords, and threatening to put him to death if
he stirred. Josephus was in great embarrassment, for
he felt that it would be impious resistance to the will of
God if he should thus submit to die. He began (in his
own words) to philosophize to them. It is not very
probable that at this perilous instant Josephus should
have the self-command to make, or his fierce assailants
the patience to listen to, a long set speech; but ‘his
oration, as it stands in the History, is so c