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~HE lat= firm of Khan Bahadur G M. Munsh: & Sons
¢ gave a great mmpulse to the Students of the Persian
language by producing correct texts, annotations, notes and
trarslations of Standard Persian Authors to facihtate their work
and thus created a taste for its study They printed many _
such books and this translation of the Guhstan by Gladwin
weas first published by them cnly, on this side of India. W
es successors to Khan Bahadur G M Munshi and Scns, havep
resolved to follow 1n their foot-steps and to do as much as we :
can with the grezter resources at our disposal, to diffuse the
knowledge of Persian and to make our publications ‘ Standard

Works.

The chief difficulty m Persian books 1s that no two
editions are similar and cuch 1s also the czse with the Gulistan,
and so 1t was found that the translation wanted many addi-
tions and some corrections.  So, m order to make 1t a complete
translation, passages found m any edition though omitted by
others are also translated  Difference m the order of paragrap
1s shewn by figures (1), (2), etc* Arabic and peetical preces ay
also marked. j

!
!

This editicn 1s now the “standard * work and the most com-
plete translation of the masterpiece of Sadi

In conclusion we hope that the Public and the Educa-
tional Authonties will appreciate our efforts and give us due
€encouragement 1n our enterpnze

HOMEE, SORAB & Co
st September, 1974



A BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF SA’'DI

The full name of our wrter seemt 1o b Mulhuddm Shadh
Sy dr~Swrazr  Jamihowever calls Sa diSharf-u d-dm Mplah son of
Abdualla and an Uowr or desc adintof Al Sadi s the nom des
plume assumed 1n honour of his patton Atabak-ad bm Zangr—and n
meansfeloty  Nobody can say authenticafly when he was bern
but the probable date s A H 571or A. D (194 Some putnt
10 years eathier  He was born at Shoraz an the begzinnmg of Atabak
Toklahsreign  Hus father Abdulla Shrrazi was aq oficer of the court
and a very prous and thoughtful man.  Hs son Sa dy was also brought
up aceordingly  He way made to observe all rehigious commands and
wre have many proofs of this 1 allbus writings 11 seems that he beeame
an orphan when he was only about fifteen years of age

Though thers were many collezes 1n Pensta at that tme  he pamned
the Nizamya Coliege of Bagdad which dutmg five ceatunies had been
the chief seat of Onental learning and the magmificent rendence of the
Bhalifs  and there he held an ldear of fellowship  He had the learned
Ab ul Farih+bn Joz1 as a tutor n scrence, and Abdul hadrr Gilani 1n
theology It 13 sard that he At went to Mecca wth Gilam It n
aleo believed thet he was there lourteen times

Sad} mentions humself 1o be twice marmed but Jeft po usver

S1di was an inveterate traveller he travelled over many countnes

~of Asm and some parts of Europe and Africa  Dowlat Shah m hs
Lives of the Persan Poets sums up his whole lfe thes —* The
ft 30 years of bis Lfe was devoted to study and layiog up a stock of
knowledge  the next 30 orperhaps 40 m treasurmg up experrence
-and dusemnatmg that knowledge durmg bu wide extending tenvels|
and that some portion should miervene betweon the bunress of fife and
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hour of death, and that with him chanced to be theslargest share of 1t,
he spent the remainder of his life or seventy years, 1in the retirement of a

recluse, when he was exemplary i his temperance and edifying 1n  his
piety ’

It appears that Sa'di never returned to Persia during the reign of

Sa’d Zangi, but only when his son Abubakar ascended the throne after
his death.

He seems to be 1n Shiraz ull his death which took place in
A D 1264 or A H, 691. A friend of lis has recorded this

m a couplet and according to the Abjad system 1t comes to.

691 A H,

The following 1s that couplet

wrla 08 22,0 1y o3 wlola oA2S @99 Jlaw Opu s (oK
~oo1 - )

His tomb 1s situated in a charmmng spot, in the midst of fountains.
and buildings at a distance of a mile from “ Dilkusha

It must be sard that Sa’di stands first among the Persian writers as
regards simphcity of language and loftiness of thoughts  The language
though simple 1s'very ¥a¢y  He has written on every subject, from story
telling to the highest philosophy, Science also not excluded. Nobody
has ever equalled his Gulistan though many have emulated with him.
Bahanstan, Kharistan and other books were brought out to echpse
Gulistan, but 1t holds 1ts own uptil now Hafiz, Jami, Moulana Rumi

Amir Khosrav Dehelvi and many others have bestowed unstinted
praises on him.

Sa’diss considered the most emment morahst of the Persians. His
tales which are appropriate to almost every event that can occur, convey
the most useful lessons , his maxims have acquired an authornty among
his countrymen that render them almost equal to laws Agaim Sa’di has
veen styled “ the Shakespeare of the Fast” by some European

Scholars ~ Jami calls him “The mghtingale of the groves of
Shiraz **
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The ‘tollowing 1s the Nst ol hix works.

Rasallahs or tracty
Gulistan

DBustan
husaid-e-Arad
Rusau-e-F1rst
Mrra 1

Mulumn at
Taryyat

Tsebat

Badasceh
Ahawatim
Gazahast hadim
Sahi'bisah
Macaittat
hhubisa at
Rubayat
Blufridaat

Flowergarden

Scent Garden

Anbic Panegyrics.

Penan do

Duges

Pennan and Arsbic poems
Poems wath butthens

Pluin gazals

Mystrc gazals

Odes wuitten 1n his old age
Odes vntten 1 ho young age
Potms of Eulogy cte
Fragments

Drollennes (indecent stones.}
Rhyming tetrastrcs

Rhymung distiches



NOTE

P or —, — stands for pootical pieees
K » s 0 passagze of Noran

Sentuices and Paragraphs bracl cted are the translation preces of Airabie
passages

I.quies 71), (2), Lc, indicate that the orders of hnes, paragraplis, &c, &c,
differ in differer t texts



PREFACKE
To T

GULISTAN OF MUSLIHUDIIN SHAIK SADI
OF SHIRAZ

-
In the Name of the most merel{ul God

PRAISC 1o the God of mapsty and glorv whose service 1 the
means of approach ! and to offer hmm gratefuf acknowledgments
emutes an increase of bounty  Every breath when wnhaled sustameth
Ide and when exhsled r exhilamtes the bedy  consequently every
breathmg mcdudes two benefits, each of which demandeth a dutinet
acknowledement

(P ) Whathand or tongue can fulfl his pranes (Sing  pranes
ye postenty of David, for few of my servants are gateful) It s best
for the servant (o confess his weaknets and mplote forgueners of the
Courl of Heaven smce no one 13 ableto lulal his duty towards God
The ram of hn wfnte mercy refresheth all places and the table of
fis Lounty 1 spread far and vear Amdit the cnormous sms of his
servants he rendeth not the vel of ther reputaton  and dunng
the commusion of atrocrous offencer ceaseth not 1o bestow ther daily
bread

() O mereful God who out of thme hidden treasures affordest
daily sustenance to the Guebre and the nfidel how camt thou exclude
thy fnends thou who dergnest thus favourabls to regard thme enemres!
He commandeth his chamberlain the zephyr to spread the emenld
carpet and ordereth the vemal clouds to foster the infant plants m
the cradle of the earth He clothed the bodiet of the trees with
verdant [oliage, the fetal garments of spring aAnd m celebration of
the return of that season crowneth the youthiul branches with gar
lands of blossoms By his power the jutce of the eane u converted
mto delicrous honey and by his ducipline  the Sernel of the date
becometh a lofty tree

)



6 CULISTAN

(P ) “Clouds and wind, the moon, the sun &nd the sky are all
busied, that thou, O man, mayest obtam thy bread, and eat 1t not in
neglect For thy sake, all these revolve and are obedient, it 1s not
therefore consistent _with the rules of justice that thou only shouldest
not obey” There 1s a tradition of the chief of created bengs, the
most noble of existences, the mercy of the umiverse, the purest of
mankind, and completion of the revolution of ages, Muhammad Mustafa
(upon whom be blessing and peace!), (the intercessor, the obeyed, the
gracious prophet, the bountiful, the majestic, the affable, the sealed

(F) “Why should the wall of the faithful suffer anxiety, which has
such a supporter * Why should he dread the waves of the sea, who hath
Noah for his pilot?”  His perfections procured him exaltation, Ius come-
lness, dispelled the darbness, liberal are all h1is endowments, blessing be
on him and on hisrace ! The tradition 1s this  That when a sinful
servant, conscious of his gnltiness, ifteth up the hands of repentance,
in hopes of obtamng pardon at the court of the just, the glorious and
sublime Being, the Almighty regardeth him not again he supplicates
and 1s agamn disregarded once more he prayeth with humility and
sorrow, and then the just God saith  “O my angels, of a truth I am
ashamed on behalf of my servant, who hath no other Providence than
myself, and therefore verlly do I pardon um I have heard his prayer,
and have granted his petition, because I am ashamed of the excessive
supphcation and sorrow of my servant

(P ) “Behold the mercy and kindness of God, he 15 himself ashamed
that lus servant hath smned " Those who constantly reside at the
temple of his glory, confess the msufficiency of their worship, sayng
(“ We have not worshipped thec mn the manner that thou oughtect
to be served ”)  And they who would desciabe the form of his beauty,
arc rapt m ainazement, declanng ~ “We have not known thee as thou
oughtest to be known ”

(P.) “If any one should require me to describe him, how shall the
disheartened describe that which hath no form? The lovers are
slain by the beloved, and no voice proceedeth from the dead™
A" “devout man m deep contemplation, with his head reclned
on the bosom of meditation, was immersed m the ocean of vision



J FREFACE. 7
When he recoverd from that atate one of hu compantons by way of
pleasantry sad  “What minaculows present have you braught ws
from thu garden which you have been vurtingt

He amyweted It wasty mtentior that when 1 reached the rose
buh [ would £l my lap with fowers for presents to my fnends but
when | came to the spot the odour so overpowered my senses that my
aknt dropt out of my hands

(P) O mghusgale leamn thou love of the moth who bemg burnt
expireth without a sigh They who pretend to be mformed are ignorant
for they who have known him have not yet recovered their senses

O tiou art beyond the reach of imagmation  conjecture or thought
surpanmg all that has been telated and excellng every thing that |
have heard or read  The book s concluded and the pened of e n
amved  Tcontmue describing thee the same a3 at the commencement

The Virtues of the Monarch Islamism
Vlay God fperpetuate s rergn

THE favourable menvon of Sadi which has (aflen from the mouths
of people 1n general, and the fame of bis saymes that has spread over
the whole surface of the globe 30 that the words of tus Inendly pen
are eaten lile sogar  and the value given to hm scraps of wntings
insomuch that they pass current fike bills of exchange aff thy cannot
be ascrbed to the perfection of his own ment and cloquence botu
owing to the monarch of the earth who » the axis of the revoluton
of time the representative of Solomon the defender of the fasth{ul,
the mighty king of kings the Mustnous Atabak Muzaflaruddm Abubakr
the son of Sad the 10n of Zanm, the shadaw of God on carth  approve
him, O Lord and gmnt hu desres! He regarded me with the eye
of kindness loaded me with commendation and shewed a sincere
attachment and therefore, for hu make pervons of all descnptions
have taken a fancy to me for mankmd readily adopt the sentments of
therr kmg. From the tume that you have looked kmdly on my humble
siale, my ments are more manifest than the sun  If your servant was
made wp of defects every fault that the Sultan might commend would
be construed 1nto an excellence

?



GULISTAN

N

L
Onec dav, m the bath, a piece of perfumed clay came to me [rom the
hand of a frrend  Tsaid toit  “ Art thou musk, or ambergris ? for | am
charmed with thy delight{ul odour ” It answered  “I was a worthless
niece of clay, but having for a season associated with the rose, the virtue
of m; companion was communicated to me, otherwise I am the same
1dentical earth that [ was at firt” (O God ! bestow happiness on the
Muslm by a long continuance of his life ! increase the reward of his
virtues and perfections, exatt the dignity of hss friends and of lus
governors, and send destruction to his avowed and secrel foes, for the
sihe of those sayings recorded in the verses of the Koran O Lord,
protect lits lingdom, and be thou the guardian of lus son! Of a truth
the world enjoys happiness through hs mean:, may his own good
foitunc be perpetual, and may God befriend him with the standard of
victory, i such wise may the branch also flourish of which the king
15 the root, since the goodly produce of the soil dependeth on the
cxcillency of the seed ) May the most mighty and holy God preserve
the land of Shirdz in perfect peace until the day of resurrection, through
dread of the justice of its governais, and by the blessing entailed on
those who act conformably to wisdom! Know you not, why I delayed
some time abroad on my travels? 1 departed out of dread of tne
Turls, for T beheld the country mn disorder, hike the hair of an
Ethiopian  Their form was human, but like wolves their claws were
tceching with blood  Within the city were men with minds virtuous as
angch, and without was an army of warhke hons  On my return I
found the land at peace. the tigers having forsahen therr savage
divositions  Thus at fisst 1 beheld the world full of tumult, sorrow,
and <trife, and 1t has changed to 1ts present happy state in the reign of
the just monarch Atabal Abubakr Bin Sad Zang
(P ) The iand of Persias in no danger of suffering distress so long as
ity govaned by one ke thysclf, who art the shadow of God At this
d1v no one can pomntout on the surface of the carth an asylum of comfort
Lt the threchoid of thy gate Tt as thy duty to support the helplees, and
it behoveth ucto offer up grateful acl nowledgments, whilet the sewaid
t vath God the Creator of the unnerse O God, preserve the fand

bl
of Pesnn from the storms of «trfe, as long ac the eunth and the wr
< W oendure



PRETACH

The Cause of writlng Gulistan

O~r oight T was reflecting on the ume which had elapsed  and
lamentng that 30 much of my lfe was spent | prerced the stony
manyion of my heart with adamanime tears and repeated the (ollowmg
fines as applrable to my condiion

In every momeny of thy he a breath m cxpended 0 that what
temameth 1 but of small sccount  Alas? thou hast wpent fifty yeans
tn sleep excepting these fvo days that thou hast been awakened to
aflecion  Shame on that man who departed wathout Enshing hn
work wheo, when the drum was beaten for marching had not made
up his burden  Sweet sleep on the day of marchmg withholds the
tiaveller [rom his way  Every onc who came etected a new fabne he
departed and evacuated the tenement {or another to enter and this i
hile manner formed new schemes but no one ever fmshed the
buildmg  Place no relunce on an un teady fnend  the Tiar deserveth
not befiel  The essence of the Lie of mankmd 11 the stomach what fear
as long as 1t passes slowly’ 1l #t bainds an such a way that it cannot be
unfastened one should give op the hope of lfe If 1 unties as cannot be
bound again one munt desparr of L{e  The four adverse and contending
elements rest peacefully for some days  but when any one of these elements
becomes victonous the dear soulieasesthe frame  Consequently & wie
and able man wih not this worldly Lfe Smee both the goodand the
bad must die happy 15 that man who cames off the ball of virtue * Send 10
your own tomb the provmons for the purmey  no one wall brmg them after
you therelore despatch them before your departure Lidfens snow and the
summer sun advanceth only a small part remameth unmelted ; art thou
yet slothful!  You who have gone empty-handed 10 market 1 fear will
not retarn with a {ull napkin Whosoever eateth his wheat before 1t 1
npe must glean ears of com at the tmme of harvest  Laten attentively
1o the admondion of Sadi the road n such as | have deseribed ot be
of good cheer and proceed on your gumey

Alfter deliberating on the subject 3t appeared to me advsable that |
thould make chotce of retuement and withdraweg myself from socsty
erate from the tablet of my memory all vam words and refrain from
convenation

Alledingr t tho game f Chawgan.



10 GULISTAN

One deprived of the faculty of speech, who sitteth m a corner deaf
and dumb, s preferable to him who cannot govern his tongue At
length one of my friends, the mtimate and familiar partner of my
travels, and compamon of my cell; entered the door, and accosted me
after his usual manner, but in return for all his pleasantry and murth,
and mclination to familiar mtercourse, I gave no answer, nor raised up
my head from the knees of adoration He looked displeased, and said
“ Whilst you have the power of utterance, speak, O my brother, with
favour and kindness, for to-morrow., when the messenger of fate
arriveth, you will through necessity be silent > One of my comrades
informed him how matters stood, saymg  “ Such a one hath positively
resolved to spend the remamder of his life m devohion, and to
observe silence, follow his example, if you are able, and keep him
company ’’

He replied “I swear by the great God, and by our long uninter-
rupted friendship, that I will neither breathe nor stir a step until
he hath answered with his accustomed freedom, for 1t 1s folly to distress
our friends, when an inconsiderate oath can be easly expiated It 1s
contrary to justice, and opposite to the sentiments of the wise, that
the swords of Al should remain 1n the scabbard or that the tongue of
Sadi should cleave to the roof of the mouth To what shall be
likened the tongue 1 a wise man’s mouth! It 1s the key of the treasury
of wisdom when the door 15 shut, who can discover whether he deals
m jewels or in small ware?

Although, m the estimation of the wse, silence 1s commendable
yet at a proper season, free speech 1s preferable Two things indicate
an obscure understandmg . to be silent when we oughtto converse, and
to speak when we should be silent” To be brief, I was not able to
restrain my tongue from speaking to him I thought it inhuman to turn
my face from Ium because he was an agreeable and sincere friend.
When you determme to fight, be sure either that you are stronger than
your adversary, or that you have a swifter pair of heels. Thus, through
necessity I spoke, and went abroad in good humour It was the
season of spring, the air was temperate, and the rose mn full bloom
The vestments of the trees resembled the festive garments of the

N



TREFACE n

fortunat It was midspnng  when the wmightngales wee chantng
from the pulpts of the branches. The rose was decked with pearly
dew Lte blushes on the cheek of a chidmg mutress 1t heppened
once that 1 was bemghted i & garden i company with one of my
fnends  The apot was delightful the irees mietwned  you would
have sard that the earth was Ledecked with glass mangles and that
the knot of the Pleudes was wrpended from the branch of the wine
(A garden wrth & running stream  and trees from whence brds were
warblng melodious strains } that flled with tulips of vanous hues these
foaded wath fruts of several kinds.  Under the shade of its trees the
zephyr had spread the vanegated carpet. I the morning, when the
deure ta return home overcame our mthnation {or remaining 1 saw 1o
tus lap  collection of rozes, odonleraus hetbs and hyaanths  which he
had intended to cany to town. [sud  *“Y)ou are not ignorant that
the flawer of the garden 1003 fadeth and that the enjoyment of the
rate buth v but of & short continuance and the 1ages have declared
that the heast ought not to beact upon any thing that is transitory ”
He asked  “ What course 18 then (o be pursued? [ replied } am
able to form u book of rores which will delight the beholders and
gratify thoie who are present whose leaves the tyraomic arm of the
autumnal blasts can never affect nor injute the blossoms of its spnng
What benefit will you denve from a batket of fowen? Camy a leal
from my garden s rose tmay contwue 10 bloom lor five or six days but
thn rote-garden will floursh forever  As soon as [ had ultered these
words, he fung the fowens from lus lan and laymg bold on the dkut of
my garment exchimed  (“When the beneficent promuse, they faithiully
dncharge thewr engagements ) In the course of a few days two
chapters (ane on the comlorts of society and the other contamung
rules {or conveniation®) were wnllen out m my potebook m u style
that may be welul to orators and improve the skill of letter-wrters

In thort whilt the rose was yetin bloom the book enutled the Rose
Garden was fmuhed but 1t will be truly perfected on gunmg a
favourable receplion at court, and when it obhtans an indulgent perusal
from that pnace who 1 the asylum of the world the shadaw of the
mast high, the ray of providential beneficence e treasury of the age

The 7th aod Bih chapters. Swroory

>
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12 GULISIAN

.

the refuge of religion, the favounte of heaven, the mighty arm of the
victorious empire, the lamp of the resplendent religion, the most splendid
of manhind, the aggrandizer of the faith, Sad, son of Atdbak the great,
that potent monarch, to whom nations bend the neck, lord paramount of
the Lings of Arabia and Persia, sovereign of land and sea, inhertor of
the throne of Solomon, Muzuffaruddin, may God perpetuate the good
fortune of both and prospex all therr nghteous undertakings!

(P ) If ornamented with the sovereign's approbation it 1s a gallery of
Chmna pamtmgs,7 and the designs of Arzang. 1 trust that he will
not look dissatisfied, since the rose-garden 1s not a fit place for displeasure:
and more especially as 1ts fortunate preface 15 mscribed to Sad Abubahr

Bin Zangt '

Celebration of the great Amir, the Fortunate Fakhruddin,
Abubakr bin Abu Nasr,

Once more the bride of my imagination, conscious of her want of
beauty raiseth not her head, but in a desponding mood modestly looks
down upon her feet, not venturing to make her appearance m the
assembly of beautiful youths, unless she be decked with the jewels of
approbation from the great Amir, who 1slearned and just, assisted by
Heaven, the conqueror of his enemies, the support of the throne of
empire, counsellor of the state, the asylum of the mdigent, and refuge
of the stranger, the patron of the learned, and friend of men of piety,
the glory of the Persian race, and strength of the arm of empire,
of royal endowments, the glory of the state and of religion, the succour
of the faith and of the faithful, the confidante of kings and emperors
Abubakr Bm Abu Nasr, may God prolong lus hfe, mcrease his
dignity, enhighten his breast, and augment ins reward, for he 15 ce-
lebrated amgngst all the nobles of the earth, and 1s the confluence of
laudable actions Whosoever enjoyeth the shadow of Ius hindness his
sm 1s pardoned, and his enemy becometh hisfriend Every other
individual servant and domestic hath some duty appomted lim, m the
performance of which should he be somewhat neghgent or slothful, he
would most certamnly incur displeasure and repreliension , but for the
class of Darwishes, whose duty it s to be grateful foi the kindness

T The pamtings of the impostor Mam
5



s TRETALE 13

of ther supenots 2o cclebrate thew sutues  and (o wplore biessings
for them such sernice pbetter peiformed when absent than when
present, beeawse m the latter casc ther behavionr may border on
specrotyners whilit the ciher » voud of eeremony and mote aceeptable

(') The by s ncurvated back became strarght through delight when
Dame Nature biought foith & son ke thee It n apure instance of
drvine mytery when the Creator of the Unirerse out of hn benevolence
dutingunhes a servant for the mstruction of manlind  He hath obtamed
ymmoitality whoe fame Ireth because after his depanture the 1c awn
of his vintae 1n ures exrl nee 10 hie pame 141 & matter of mdifference
whetlier the leatned prane thee or not for the lace of a beloved
mntress requreth not the ant of the tre-womsn

Excuse for the Omissfon of Personal Service and the
Cause of choosing Retirement

My defiekncy apd backwardnen in the strenuous ducharge of
peniotal tervice at the palace of soverergnty resembles the story told
of Buzurymihy how that when a number of the sages of Hind were
discournng his virtues, they could discover in hum only thu fault, that
he heutated m iy speech, so that his hearers were kept a long
time 1o suspente belore he delnered s thoughts  Buzunmiir
overhdard  ther  converation, and  obsened "It 15 belter to
delberate before 1 speak than (o repent of what | have sard
Old men of expenience, who know the value of words reflect and
then speak.  Expend not your breath m walkng wdly  speak to the
purpote s1d mmd rot of your delivery shoukd be gdow  Fist thak
and then speak, but stop before they say "It 1y enough  Man
excelleth the brute ereaion by the facully of speech, but you are
infenor to the brute if you make an improper use of that @it How then
could I venture to make my app m the bly of dees of
1o ereigaty  the coafluence of men of piety and the centre of profound
s.holars where sf m the course of conversation, I should feel anfmated,
Dmught be presmmoptuocus. Small wthe capital stock which 1 could
produce before the vimer glass keads amongst jewel'ers ate not worth
a barleycom a lamp in the fice of the sun em tteth not a ny of Lght
and s lof y turret at the foo of Mouot Alward appesrs dimmutive
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14 GULISTAN {

(P ) Whosoever stretcheth out his neck ckummg consequence,
1s beset by enemies from all quarters Sadi lies prostrate freed from
worldly desires, no man attempteth to combat with one who 1s down,
on the ground  Consideration should precede speech, they first lay the
foundation, and then build the wall I understand making artificial flowers
but am not a professed gardener' I sell a beauty, but not in Canaan *
They ashed Lukman, of whom he had learned philosophy
He answered “Of the blind, because they never advance a step
until they have tried the ground Try your way before you str
your foot Be assured of your manhood and then marry

(P.) Although the cock 1s dauntless in battle, yet to what purpose
shall he strike against a hawh wuth brazen talons? The cat 1s a tiger 1n.
seizmg the mouse, but 1s herself a mouse when engaged with

the tiger

But relying on the liberal disposition of the great, who shut therr
eves on the defects of the humble, and strive not to expose the faults
of mferiors, I have 1n a summary form comprised in this book morals
and chowce tales, embellished with verses and relations of merntorous
deeds of kings, 1n collecting matenals for which I have spent a
considerable part of my life These were my reasons for wrntig the

Gulistan  May God favour me with hrs aid!

(P ) These verses and recitals will last for years when every particle
of dust of which I am compounded will be dispersed  The ntention m
drawing this picture 15, that it may remain after me, seeing that existence
1s fleeting, unless a devout person should one day, out of compassion,
bestow his blessing on the works of the Darwishis

Having thaturely deliberated on the general arrangement of the book,
the order of the chapters, and abridging the style “of the language, 1t
seemed adwvisable that thss verdant garden, planted hke Paradise, should
also resemble 1t by having eight gates, and [ abndged the work that 1t
might not be thought tedious

*Alluding to Joseph, who on account of his beauty was styled the moon of
Caraan,
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Chapter 1.—0n the Korals of Kings
" 1T —On the Morals of Darwishis
1Y —O0n the Excellensy of Contentment
IV —0n the Advantage of Sllence
V —0n Love and Youth
VI —On Weakness and Old age
v  V1I—On the Foree of Edueation
» VI —Rules for Conduet In Life

Date of the book. At the tme when [ enjoyed a cherflul mmd 1n
the yeat sx hundred and fftysx of the Higina era,” my dengn was,
to grve advice, and 1 have spoken sccordumgly | commited the work
to God, and departed.

3 33

*A.D 1238

EF The Jone s system of spelhng proper names has been adopted
all throngh the book by ths Publishers.
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TALE |
1HAVE heard that a certain monarch having commanded
a caplive to be putto death the poor wretch 1n a fit of
despair began to abuse and reproach the king, m his own

language according to the saymg " Whesoever washeth
hry hands of Tife wtereth whateverism by heart A man
without hope speaketh boldly as the cat when dnven to
desparr serzeth the dog 1o the ime of need when ut n
mpossible to escape  the hand graspeth the sharp edged
sword, Thekmgaked ~ What doth hesay ! Qae of
the vimers who was of a benevalent duposion, rephed
("O my Lord, hesad, the Almighty befnendeth hum who
stfleth hus anger and s meraiful to his fellow-creatures. )
The kmg had compasuon on him, and spared hy hfe
Ancther vizier of a contrary temper sard " It becometh
not persons of our rank to speak any thmg but truth 1 the
presence of monarchs that man reviled the kimg and spoke
mdecently  The king was diupleased at hn speech, and
sard  “1 am more satsfied with that falschood thdn with
this teath, whih you have uttered because that was well
mtended, and thu s founded on maligniy and the sages
have declired that falschood mmxed wilh good advice, »
prefenable to truth tending to exate stnfe ™
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(P.) When a king 15 gmded by the advice of ;nother, woe be unto
him 1f he speaketh any thmg but good On the portico of the hall of
Fandin waswrtten * The world, O my brother, continueth not to any
one, place your affections onr the Creator of the universe, and that will
sufice  Make no reliance, neither rest upon the hingdom of this world;
seeing how many like yourself 1t hath nourished and hilled When the
pure soul 1s about to depart, what 1s the difference between expiring
on a throne or on the bare ground? ”’

»

TALE 1I

ONE of the lungs of Khurfsén saw m a dream Sultan Mahmid
Sabuktagin when the whole of his body had fallen into pieces and
become dust excepting his eyes, which moved n the sochets, and
looked about All the philosophers were at a loss to explam the
meaning, excepting a Darwish, who, after making his obeisance, said:
“He 1s still loohing about, because his kingdom 1s possessed by others ”

(P.) Many men of renown whom they have buried 1n the ground,
have not left any traces of their existence on the surface of the earth
That old corpse which they had deposited m the grave, his dust 1s so
decayed that not a single bone of him remamns The happy name of
Nushirwan still exists through his Iiberality, although a long season hath
elapsed since his departure Do good, O man, and account your life
as gain, before the report 1s spread that such an one 1s no more

——

TALE III

I heard of a king's son, who waslow m stature and ili-favoured,
whilst all hus brothers were tall and handsome Once upon a time his
father looked at him with disgust, which the son had sagacity enough to
discover, ahd said.  “ O father! a short man, who 1s wise, 15 preferable
to lum who 15 tall and ignorant  Not every thing 1s valued according
to its height, (the sheep 1s clean, and the clephant an unclean ammal
Sinai 1s one of the most inconsiderable mountams of the carth, but venly
it 15 the greatest before God n rank and dignity ) Have you heard,
what was said one day by a wise lcan man, toa fat blockhcad? One
Arab horse though lean, 1s preferable to a stable full of asses’ The
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father laughed the tourtiers applauded, and the brothers were mortified
to the very soul  Until a man hath spoken hu defects and hus kil are
concealed Imagme not every desertto be empty for perhaps a tiger
may be there asleep  Theard that at that time 8 powetlul enemy appear
ed agamit the king, and when the two armes met, and engaged m a batile
the firat person who impelled his horse inlo the achion, was ths young
prmee calling out ~ 1 am pot hum, whose back you shall see in the day
of batle, but my head may be found 1n dust and blood  for whosoever
fighteth the battle staketh by own Ife and he who flieth sporteth wath
the blood of hu troops” Having thussard he attacked the troops
of the enemy and overthrew several men of renown  When he came
to ha father he bowed down lo the earth and said ~ “O ye, to whom
my form appeared e, without d the force of my
valour m the day of battle Lhe lltnder steed 1 useflul and not the
fattened ox. [t 1s reported that the enemy havmg many troops, and
hus side but few & body of the latter were giving way upon which the
prince voaferated " Exert yoursclves fike men, that you may not
wear the dress of women  The troopers antmated by thn speech
joined m the general attack, and are reported to have gamed the victory
ovet the advernary on that day  The king kused his head and eyes and
folded him m bes arms, and bus affectron towards him increased daily till at
lenth he appomted hum his successor  The brothers became envious, and
put ponon inte his feod  Hu uster seemng this from a window fapped
the sh and he und ding the ugnal withdrew b band from
the duh, and exclaimed  If the wise should be deprived of hie it would
be impossible {or the umkillul to supply their place  No one would go
under the shade of the owl 1f the Humi was annihilated (rom the earth
They mnformed the father of the circumstances who sent for the brothers
and after rebuking them properly he gave to each of them a swtable por
tron of hi kigndom, that all cause of stnfe and bickenngs might sutnide

(P) 1t has been observed that ten Darwnshes may sleep upon one
blanket, but that one kmgdom cannot contam two kings  If 2 prows
man eateth lalf a loaf of bread he bestoweth the other half on the
poor & king possenseth the dommion of & whole climate, ke longeth
to have the same enjoyment of another

v
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TALE 1V ‘

A gang of Arabian robbers had assembled on the top of a mountam,
and bloched up the road of the caravan The mhabitants were
distressed by therr stratagems, and the troops of the Sultan over-
powered, because the thieves, having possessed themselves of a fortress,
on the summit of the mountamn, made this stronghold thewr fixed
residence  The counsellors of the king’s party consulted together, how
to remove this grievance, because 1if they were suffered to continue

any time 1n this state, they would become too powerful to be subdued

(P ) The tree that has only just taken root, may be pulled up by
the strength of a man, but should 1t continue some time 1n that state, 1t
could not be eradicated even by a windlass It 1s possible to stop the
course of a spring with a bodkin, which when formed into a full stream
cannot be forded by an elephant

They came to the determmation to send one as a spy, to watch the
opportunity when the thieves should be gone to attack a tribe, and
the place evacuated. They detached a party of approved men, who
concealed themselves in the pass of the mountamns In the evening
when the robbers returned from therr expediton with therr plunder,
they laid aside their weapons, and deposited their spotl  The first enemy
who attacked them was sleep, about the end of the first watch of the
night The sun’s disk passed mto shadow, Jonas entered imnto the
whale’s belly. The gallant men sprang out of the ambush, and pinioned
the robbers one after another In the morning they were brought to the
palace, when the king gave orders for them all to be put to death
There happened to be amongst them a lad, the first fruits of whose
youth were yet mmmature, the freshness of his cheeks resembled a
rosebud 1n early spring  One of the viziers kissed the foot of the hing’s
throne and Gowed his head to the earth in intercession, saymg  ** This
boy hath not, Iike the rest, tasted the frut of the garden of hfe, nor
ever enjoyed the harvest of the season of youth I therefore venture to
hope {rom your Mae.ty s known clemency, that you will oblige your
servant, by sparing the lad's blood * The hing looked displeased at
these words, as they did rot acco-d w th his enhghtened understanding,
and he observed that an evil root will not thrive 1n a goodly shade
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“To educate the worthlens 13 bke thiowmg & walaut upon a dome 1t
1 better 10 eradicate them aliogether  for to extmpunh the fre and
suffer a spatk to remam ot Lo kill \he snake and pretere the young one,
w oot acting ke a wieman  Though the clouds should pour dawn
the waler of lfe you would never gather [rut from the branch of the
willow  Waste not your time on fow people for we can neser obtan
wgar from the reed When the wizrer heard these words he
reluctantly approved of them, and prased the kmg for hs just
obyervation saying " May the king live for ever' Nothmg canbe
mare true than what my lord hath pronounced, that 1! he had continued
with thes  wacked wretchey he would naturally have fallen mto therr
evil counres and would hase lecome one of them but your yervant
entertams hopes that thi bey by anocisting wath mea of probity
will tecenne wstruction, and mbibe virtuous sentiments for beng but a
child his prireples cannot be tamted with the lawlews and mmical
dupoution of those bandith for 1 the Hadu it s recorded  (horan)
 Of a truth every one 15 born wath a dupontion to lslamum, and it s
owmng ta lus parents his becoming a Jew a Chrstian, or a Majuy )
Lot s vafe atsocated with the wicked, and has postenty {orfeited the gt
of propliecy but the dog of the companions of the cave, by long
converse with the vituous, became a ratonal creature  The vizier
having thuy eoncluded his speech, some of the courtiers yomed m hus
pettion, Ul at length the kimg spared the life of the youtl, and sard
*“{ grant your request although [ duapprove of it

(P ) Know you not what Zal sard 1o Rustam?  Conuder not any
enemy as weak and contemptible [ have frequently seen water nyue
from & small spring, whrch 50 mereased in 1ty course that n caried away
the camel with his load  In short the vimer took the youth mto his
{amily and educated him with kindness and attention  An 3ble master
was appointed b tutor who taught hrm how to ask a questron, and retum
an answer with elegance, together with all the accomplshments requinte
for & court, so that lus manners met with genetal approbation  Once
when the vmer mentioned to the king some particulars of the youth s
duposition and manners, and was saying that wise education had made
s mpresson on him, and that his former ignorance was rooted out of
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his mind, the king laughed at those expressions, and said “ The wolf’s
whelp will at length become a wolf, although 1t be brought up along
with men” Two years after this conversation, a set of vagabonds of
the town entered 1nto a conspiracy with him, and taking an opportunity,
he killed the vizier, and lus two sons, carried off an 1mmense booty, and
succeeding his father as the head of the gang, became an avowed

offender The king apprised thereof, in the emotion of amazement,
exclaimed

(P ) “How can any one form a good sword out of bad iron?
O ye philosophers, 1t 1s impossible to convert a worthless wretch mto a
good man The ram, mn whose nature there 1s no partiality, produces
tuhps m the garden, but only weeds i a barren sol A sterile
so1l will not yield spikenard, waste not then seed upon 1t To shew
favour to the wicked, 1s n fact domng mjury to the good ”

TALE V

Isaw at the gate of Uglamish an officer’s son, who was endowed
with wisdom and sagacity beyond description, even his childhood was
distinguished by proofs of supeiror abilities.

(P) “Thestar of sublimity shone on his head through wisdom ™’
Summarily, he obtamed favour n the sight of the Sultén, on account of
his beauty and acute understanding according to the saymg of the
sages “ Ability, and not nches, constitutes worth greatness, dependeth
on skill, and not on years” His companions became envious, and
accusing hlbm falsely of dishonesty, made a fruitless attermpt to deprive
hin of hfe But what cdn the enemy do against him who hath an
assured fnend The king asked him “ What 1s the cause of therr
enmity agamst you?”’ He replied “Under the shade of your Majesty’s
.Protecnon, I have gamed the good will of every one, excepting the
envious man, who cannot be satisfied but by the decline of my good

fortune, and may the wealth and prospenty of sovereignty be
perpetual !
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(P) I can avord mpumng the mmd of every one but what
can ] do to the enviows man who cameth the mpury m hs own
breast? Die, thou envious wrelch, smce thou canst not be cured of
the dusease under which thou labourest but by death  The malevolent
man wihes that mufortune may befall the successful  1f the bats eye
seeth not m the day what fault 1s to be imputed 10 the sun on that
account® Require you truth® It 13 better for a thousand such eyes to
solffer thap that the brightness of the sun should be obscured

TALE V1

THEY tell a stoty of one of the kmgs of Peruia, that he had stret
ched out the hand of oppresson on the property of his subjects, and
exercved tyranny and vorlence By hs repeated acts of myustice, the
people were compefled 1o emigrate to different countnes, beyond the
reach of hs power  When hi subjects were dimmuthed, the resources
of ht govemnment were lexsened, hy treasury was exhausted and
powerful enemies Presed him on all quarters

(P) “Whasoever looketh for asutance in the day of advernty
let him exercise humaoty m the season of prospenty  If you do not
treat kmdly the servant with the rmg on hus ear he will depart  shaw
kmdness m such a manner that the stranger may become a willmg
servant” Onpe day m b praence, they were readimg i the
Shaknamah the history of the decline of the kingdom of Zuhhék
and the reign of Fandun  The vizer asked the king “Smce Fandun
had neither money nor temitory not troopt  how did it happen that
Ahe kingdom was conferred on him?!  He amywered  * In the manner
you have heard, the people jomned him, and through ther strength he
gamed the kmgdom

The vroer rejoined  “ Seemg that collectmg people tagether w the
‘means of formmg 2 kingdem, why ther do you make them dnperse
unless you do not desire to govem? It 1 adviable to chersh the army at
the mk of your bfe, ns the Soltdn denveth hus  power from ha troops
The kmg asked  What methods are to be taken 1o collect together
troops and subjects?  The vimer replied  “The monarch must be
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just, to induce them to approach him, and mercilul that they may enjoy
peace in the shade of his governrent, but you possess neither of these

quahties

(P ) *“Atyrant cannot govern a hingdom, as a wolf cannot per-
form the office of a shepherd  The tyrarn.c prince saps the foundation
of lus own empire”’ The hing was offended at the vizier's wise ad-
monition, and ordered him to be bound, and committed to prison
A short time after, the sons of the king's uncle commenced hostilities,
and appeared 1n arms, and claimed possession of their father’s dommn-
ions A number of people, who on account of his oppression had
absconded. now jomed the enemy and supported them, till at length
the king was dispossessed of the hingdom, and they obtamed 1t

(P ) The king who suffers the poor to be oppressed will find, in
the day of adversity, his friends become powerful foes Be on good
terms with your subjects, and sit down secure from the attack of your
enemy , for to a just monarch, his subjects are an army

TALE VII

A KING was siting n a vessel with a Persian slave The boy
having never before seen the sea, nor experienced the mconvenience of a
ship, began to cry and Jament, and his whole bodv was in a tremor
Notwithstanding all the soothings that were offered, he would not be
pacified The king’s diversion was mterrupted, and no remedy could be
found A philosopher, who was m the ship, said ~ “If you will com=
mand me, I will sidence him ””  The king replied  “ It will be an act of
great hindness”” T he philosopher ordered them to throw the boy mto
the sea, and after several plunges, they laid hold of the hair of his head,
and dragged him towards the ship, he clang to the rudder with both

* his hands

When he got out of the water, he sat down quietly m a cornex of the
vessel The king was pleased, and ashed how this was brought about
The philosopher replied “At first he had never experienced the danger
of bemg drowned, neither knew he the safety of a ship” In lke

manner, he knoweth the value of prospenity, who hath encountered
adversity
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(P) O thou! who hast satnfied thine hunger to thee a barley loaf
1s beneath notice that seems Jovelines 10 me which 1n thy sight appears
deformity  To the nymphs of paradne  purgatort would be hell  and
ask (he nhabitants of hell, whether purgatory s not paradue  There
15 a difference between huim who claspeth hus mutress 1n hus arms and
hm whaose eyes are fixed on the door expectng her

TALE VIII
£ (Mots —{n some edltions this atery 1s put a3 IX.)

THEY asked kmg Hurmuz ~ What enme  have you foued m your
father s mmusters that you ordered them to be mprsonedi”

He replied “I have not discovered any crume, but percerrmg that
they fear me greatly n thew hearts and do not place full rehance on
my promue [ was alarmed, lest out of apprehennon for ther own
safety they might attempt my rum  and therefore | have followed the
advice of the sages who ay

(P) Fear hum who feareth you, although you be able to cope
writh & hundred such. Dost thou not know that the cat when desperate
teareth out the tger s eyes with her clawa! The snake bteth the foot
of the peasant from the dread of havmg s own head dashed agamts o
sone ™

TALE IX
(or VI{I is some editions)

A WING of Arabia was wick in his old age and there was no hope of
his recovery when a horseman entered the gate, and brought these glad
tdmgs  “Through your Mayesty s auspites, [ have taken such & forteess
the garnson are made prsoners  and the troops and subjects of that
quaster have one and all vubmitted to your government.

When he heard these words he sighed and said ™ Thus good newa
concerns not me but mine enemies, that 1, those who shall suceeed to
my kgdom

(P) My prectous Ife had been vamly spent i the expectation
of accomplishing my wihes but now to what puopose does it serve,
for [ have no hope that my past ife should retarnl  The hand of fate
beats his march upon the drum  Als! mune eyes, take your leave of
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this head hands, arms, and wrsts, bid adieu to each other Death, a
foe to my desire, hath overtaken me For the last me come before
me, O my friends! my days have been spent 1n 1gnorance, I have not
performed my duty ; shun my example ”’

TALE X

IN a certan year I was siting retired in the great mosque at Damas-
cus, at the head of the tomb of Yahya the prophet (on whom be
peace ') One of the kings of Arabia, who was notorious for his
mjustice, happened to come on a pilgnmage, and having performed
his devotions, he uttered the following words

(P.) “The poor and the nich are servants of this earth, and those
who are richest have the greatest wants’’ He then looked towards me
and said “Because Darwishes are strenuous and sincere 1 therr com-
merce with heaven, unite your prayer. with mine for I am i dread of a
powerful enemy ’’ I replied “‘Shew mercy to the weak subjects, that you
may not experience difficulty from a strong enemy.

(P ) It1s cnmnal to crush the poor and defenceless subjects with
the arm of power. He liveth n dread who befriendeth not the poor,
for should his foot slip, no one layeth hold of his hand. ‘Whosoever
soweth bad seed, and looketh for good frut, tortureth his imagmatron
m vam, making a false judgment of things Take the cotton out
of thime ear (be attentive) and distribute the justice to mankind, for
»f thou refusest justice, there will be a day of retribution.

The children of Adam are hmbs of one another, and are all produced
from the same substance, when the world gives pam to one member;
the others also suffer uneasmmess., Thou who art indifferent to the

sufferings of others, deservest not to be called a man ”’
[ 9

TALE XI.

A DARWISH who never prayed m vain, made s appearance at
?aghdﬁd Huyd) Yisif who was informed, sent for him; and said
Offer up a prayer for me” He said “O God take away his Iife.”
Hupd) asked. “For God’s sake, what Lind of prayer 15 this?”’ He
answered  “It 1s a salutary wish for yourself and for all Mushms.
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(P) O ther powelul widch who oppressat the wak, how
long wall the vioknce continue { Of what we n thy government !
It 1 bet er that thou shouldst die became thou art an oppressor of
mankmd

TALE X1l

A CERTAM tyrannpal kg asked a refipow man What kind of
devotion will be most mentonows for me to performT  He rephed
“kor you md-day slecp becanie m that one moment you wnifi not
oppress mankind.”

(P) \When ! saw a tyrant slecpiog at noon, 1 aad  He na
tant 1 wbat it he sthould be cvacome vith sleep . Hewhas
better aseep than awake deatls s preferable to such an evd lfe

TALE X1l

| HEARD of & king who had spent the mght i jolhty and when he
was completely mtoareated, he sad

(P) 1have never mmy [de ecxperrenced a more pleasant moment
than the present, for 1 have no thoughts about good or ewl, avd am
pot plagued with any one. A niked Darwih, who had been sleepmg
oulside m the cold, sad

(P) O hang, there s none equal 10 thee m power~1 grant that you
litre po sorrow of yourown  but whatthen hant thou no concem about
ws” The king was pleased at this speech and threw out of the window
a bag of athousand dmars, sndsaid O Darwnh, hold out your skt
He aoywered  Whence shall 1 produce a skit who have not a
garment 2"

The kmg pired mote hn weak atate  audm  addion to the
money tent hum & dres The Darwnh  having consumed the whole
sum 1 a short lme eame again

(P) “Rxhes remain pot in the hand of the prous netther
patience m the heart of ajover nor waterin & meve At a tume
when the king had no care abont fum, they related his case  He
was angry and tumed avay hs face from hm, and to thus pomnt men \
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of wisdom and experience have observed that we ought to guard
aga.nst the fury and 1age of kings, for frequently ther thoughts are

engrossed by important affairs of State, and they cannot endure mter-
ruption from the vulgar.

(P) “Whosoever watches not a ft opportunity, must expect
nothing from the kmgs favour Till you perceive a convenlent
time for conversing, lose not your own self-respect by talking
to no purpose ”  The king said. “Drive away this 1nsolent extravagant
fellow, who has dissipated such an ‘mmense sum n so short a time , since
the Batt-ul-mal 1s designed to afford a mouthful for the poor, and not
to feast the fraternity of devils

(P) “The blockhead who burns a camphor candle 1 the day
tme, you will soon see hislamp without ol at might” One of
the viziers, a good counsellor, saxd “O King, 1t seems expedient that
stated allowances should be settled for people of this class
separately for their maintenance, that they may not live extra-
vagantly, but what you commanded in displeasure, to exclude them
altogether, 1s repugnant to the prmciples of true generosity, to fill
one with hopes through kindness, and then to destroy him with despair-

(P.) A monarch cannot admit people mto his presence, and, when
the door of liberality 1s opened, then shut it not upon them with
violence. No one seeth the thirsty pilgrims on the sea-shore , wherever
there 15 a spring of sweet water, men, birds, and ants flock together ”’

TALE XIV.

ONE of the former kings was negligent m protecting his domimions,

and having suffered his troops to be 1n distress, when a powerful enemy
appeared they fled

(P) “When pay 1s withheld from the troops, they are
unwilling to keep therr hands to ther swords. What can a man
achieve n a battle array, when he has to fight with an empty hand?”’
Beng intimately acquamted with one who had deserted his post, I
reproached him, saying “It 15 base, disreputable, mean, and ungrateful
when upon a inifling change of condition, a man forsahes his old master
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unmmdful of the [avours of many years.” Hereplied “If 1dhould
tell you the state of the case you would acquit me  pethaps my horse
was without barley and my saddle-cloth m pawn and the pnnce  whe
through avance withholds the pay of hn soldiers, does not deserve that
they should expose their Ines 1n b service

(P) Cave money 16 the gallant-soldier that he may expose hy
head for 1f you do not pay hum, he will seck hu fortune elsewhere
(The strong man of his belly s full  wall fight valniy, but when
hunyry he will run stautly )

TALE XV

A CERTAIN vizier, being dismnsed from hn office jomed a society of
Daswishes, the blewmg of whose company made wuch an mpremmon as
bestowed comfort on hs mmd  The king was again favourably
duposed towards him, and ordered that he should be remstated to
which the vizier would not consent saying that degradation was
preferable to employment.

(P) “They who are ascated mthe comer of retirement,
close the dogs teeth and mens mouths. They tear ther papen
and break their pens and are delivered from the hands and tongues of
slanderers  The king smid O truth we stand 10 need of a man of
such suffs y for the ad of our gov The viser
observed that the proof of a man bemng sufficently wise  was his not
<ngagmg m such matlers

(P) ‘The Huma s honoured above all other birds because 1t
feeds on bones, and myures not any flymg cyeature.

Parable.—They asked a Siynh Gush  “Why do you choote the
sernile sociely of the Lyon ¥ He replied  Becauwse Ieat the remains
of hus huntmg and live guarded from the mach of my
under the protection of his valour ' They asked Now that you are
under the shadow of his protecion  and gratefully acknowledge hu
beneficence, why do you not approich nearer 10 as to be brought
mto the circle of hn pr nespal tervants, and to be numbered amongst his

favounte minsten?  He replied 1 am not so confident of my safety
from bn seventy
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(P ) “If the Guebar hghts the fire a hundred years, yet should he
fall mto 1t for an .nstant, he would be burnt” It may happen thata
Ling s minister obtains money, or he may chance to lose his head The
sages have said “Beware of the mnconstant disposition of prmces, who
sometimes are dissatisfied at a salutation . and sometimes 1 return for
rudeness will bestow a dress of honour,’ And they have also observed
that wit 1s an accomplishment 1n a courtier, but a blemish 1 the charac-
ter of a wise man.

(P ) Preserve the digmty of your own character and leave sport
and_buffoonery to courtiers

TALE XVI.

ONE of my companions was complammg to me of the unfavourable-
ness of the times, and sard : I have but small means with a large family
and am not able to support the burden of poverty. It has frequently come
ito my mind to go to some other country, that by whatever way I might
maintain myself, no one would know of my good or bad fortune

(P.) ‘Many a person has slept and starved without any one knowing
who 1t was. Many a vital spinit has departed, over which no one has
wept’  Agam, I reflect on the malevolence of my enemies, who n my
absencefwould scoffingly laugh at my conduct, and impute my exertions
for the benefit of my family to want of humamty, and might say

(P) “Behold that shameless wretch, who will never expenence good
fortune, he consults his own ease, and abandons to distress his wife and
children * T have some skill n anthmetic, as yeu knoay, and 1f through
your imterest any office can be obtamed, that will be the means of making
my mind easy , during the remamnder of my hfe, I shall not be able to
eapress my grattude’ Isaid “Alas! my friend, the service of princes

has two sides, the expeclation of a livelihood, and the dread of
losing one's hfe, and itis contrary to the opimon of the wise, for
the sake of such hope, to fall mnto such danger

(P) No one cometh to the poor man’s house, saymg: ‘Pay the

taves on your ground or garden, either be prepared to encounter
anety and grief or expose your intestines to the crow.’”  He rephed.
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Thus speech 11 not applicable to my case you have not answered my
question  have you not heard the saying, that whosoever 13 guilty of
dishonesty hus hand trembles on rendenng hn account?

(P) Rectitude 13 the means of conciliatmg the Dmne favour
1 never saw any one ot on a atraight road the sages have remarked
that four kinds of persons are mortally afrard of four others the oppressor
dreads the king the thref dreads the watchman the adulterer dreads the
mformer and the harlot the Mubtasib  but he who has a clear
conscwence, what has he to apprehend from investigation?

(P) “Live nol extravagantly while m office, of you wuh
that on your removal {rom 1t your enemy may have no power
to mpure you Be upnght 1 your conduct, O my brother and
stand not n awe of aoy one  The fuller beats foul clothes only
agaunst the stone, I repled  “The story of the fox swts you exactly
who on bemg seen runnmg away and mping  some one asked what
calamity occanoned him so much trepidation He replied *1 hear
that they are gomg to press a camel into the service  The other
observed [ fike your impudence (ch! foolush fox)! What relationship 1
there between you and a camed and what resemblance have you to that
snumal ! Hereplied Besilent for if the malignant out of evil dexgn
should say ths s a camel and I should be seized who would be 0
solicitous for my relief as to order an inqumry nto my case? And before
the anudote can be brought from Irak he who has been butten by
the snake may be dead  Thus although you possess such worthmess.
and integnty, and confidence and safety yet the envious are in ambwsh
and the enemy witing 1n & comner if they should murepresent your
worthy dispouticn and you should 1neur the king s dupleasure, and fall
under his resentment, who will be able to speak in your behalft It
scems most advisable that you should moderate your detires and give
up all thoughts of preferment for the sages have remarked that

(P ) 1ntheaenthere are good things mnumerable but that if you
wish for wfety you must seck it on the shore My friend heard these
words was dnpleased looked angnly and began to speak with a degree
of aspenty saymg ‘o all this what 1s there of wudom, prospenty
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imntelligence, or penetration? and the words of tht sages are venfied,
namely; that friends are serviceable 1n prison, for that at table enemies
assume the appearance of friends

(P) Account not those your friends, who 1n prosperity boast of
therr attachment and brotherly affection I consider him as my friend,
who takes me by the hand in the season of adversity and distress.”

I percerved that his mind was perturbated, and that he considered
my advice as an excuse for not serving lum I, therefore, waited on
the superintendent of the finances, and through the means of an, -
timacy which had formerly subsisted between us I represented the
circumstances, 1n consequence of which he gave my friend some small
appomntment In a short space of time, they saw the worthimess of his
character, and his good management met with approbation. His
affairs prospered, and he gained preferment, so that the star of his
good fortune ascended until he gamned the meridian of his wishes, and
became a favourite with the Sultan, an object of general admiration,
and the confidant of illustrious personages. I rejoiced at the state of
his prospenty, and told him not to be uneasy about his affairs, nor to
suffer his heart to be distressed, since the water of immortahty 1s
the land of darkness O brother, who art in distress, be not disheart-
ened, for God hath many hidden mercies Repine not at the versatil-
1ty of fortune, for patience 1s bitter but the fruit 1s sweet. At that
junctuie, 1t happened, that m company with a number of my friends,
I undertook a pilgrimage to Mecca When we returned from the
‘pilgnmage, he came out two days' journey to meet me. Seemg him
m distressed circumstances, habited hke a Darwish, I asked him the
cause, to which he rephed ‘It has happened just as you predicted
some persons out of envy charged me with unfair practices, the hing did
not order 1avestigation of the circumstances, and my old acquamtances,
and hind frrends, opened not their lips in my justification, forgetful of
our former mtimacy

(P ) When they sec good fortune befriending him, they praise
bim with their hands upon therr breasts When by the will of God
any one falls, the whole world trample upon his head In short, I
was overwhelmed with persecution until this week, when the good
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news of the safe arrval of the pilgnms being recenved 1 was released
from close confy t, wath the confiscation of my patrmonial estate
1 rephed At that tme you would not luten to my suggestion that
the service of kings 1s Jike voyagmg on the sex profitable but hazard-
ous ether you acquire niches or pensh m the waves, The merchant
ether gams the shore with both hands [ull of gold or else one day
the waves cast hm dead upon the beach I did pot thmk 1t
advisable to affiet his mward wound with more scratchmg, nor
1o sprmkle salt upon it, but satufied mysell with repesting the {ollowing
lmes

(P) Know younot that you will see your {eet 1n fetters when you
listen not to admonition of mankind.  Another ime 1f you are not able
0 endure the stmg put not your finger mto the 1comion s hole,’

TALE XVI
1 wAS used to amociate with a body of men whose conduct had the
appearance of Correciness  a person of consequence entertmined very
favourable sentments of them and had asugned a fxed pennon for therr
support but one of them having done somethiog unbecoming the charact
et of Darwishes, they forfeited his good opmion and their market was
mjured 1 wanted, by some means ot other to obtain for my fnends
a restitution of the pension | went to wait on the great man but the
porter rudely refmed me ad, ce | d him 10 conf
the saymg, that

(P) “If you approach the gate of esther the mur the vizier or the
sultén, without any one to miroduce you and when the porter discerns
that you are poor and the dog duscerns that you are a stranger this
seizes your collar and the other lays hold of your skt When the
great mens prncipal attendants wers appnized of my ease, they
conducted me m with respect, and asgned me a place of dutinction
but { humbly seated myself lower and said

(P) Excuse me for [ am an fenor suffer me to seat myself 1n

the rank of servants  One of them replied “O God what o hasd
saymg s thy?

y to
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(P) If you seat yourself on my head aid eyes, I admit your
gallantry, for you are amiable ” In short, Iseated myself, and conversed
on various subjects, till the circumstance of my friend’s indiscretion was
brought in, I asked

(P) “Whnat fault was discovered by my most bountiful lord
that should have rendered his servant hateful m his sight® To
God alone belong the perfect greatness and bemgmty, who discovereth
the crime and yet withholdeth not daily bread” The great man
approved of this speech and ordered that my friend’s stipend should be
restored, and the arrears discharged I praised his generosity, made my
obeisance and apologized for my boldness, and at the t.me of taling
leave made the following observation

(P) “Because the temple of Mecca 1s the Dbestower of our wants,
multitudes resort to 1t from many farsangs, you must therefore suffer
the importumty of such as myself, since no one flings a slone nto a tree
that hath no fruit ”

TALE XVIII

A PRINCE inhcrited from his father abundance of wealth. He
opened the hand of liberality, and bestowed innumerable largesses and
gilts on his troops and subjects

(P) “No odour ssucs from a tray made of I1gnum alocs, place it
on the fire, that it may diftuse fragrance hke ambergris  If you wish to be
esteemed magmficent, be bountiful, for grain groweth not unless 1t be
scattered ' One of the courtiers mconsiderately began his admonition,
saying that “former monarchs accumulated this treasure with Jabour, and
stored 1t up agamnst a time of need, therefore restran your hberal ty,
for ¢vents beng in front and encmies on the rear, you must not deprive
yourself of resources agamst the tme of necessity

() “1If vou were to lavish your treasure on the multitude, cach head
of a family v ould not receine more than a gram of ree for his share,
why do you not evact a gramn of silver fromn cach mdiidual, which
will produce you a treasure daily?”  The prince lool ed diepleased at
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this ducourse 30 contrary 1o s own sentments, and sard  “The
Eternal and Almighty God has made me king of these natrons  that 1
mmght enjoy and distribater I am not a sentinel to watch the treasure.

(P) Karun who had forty chambers full of treanme was
destroyed  but Nushrwén died not having left an immostal name,

TALE XIX

THEY bave related that Nuhurwan  being at a huntng seat was
about to hare some game dressed and as there was not any salt, a ser-
vart was tent to fetch some from a village when the monarch ordered
him to pay the price of the salt that the exaction mght not become ®
custom and the village be desolated They sard to him  From this
trile what injury can enswe?  He replied ™ Oppression was brought
1nto the world {rom small beginnngs which every new comer has mcreas-
ed, until 1t has reached the present degree of enormity

(P) If the monarch were to eat a single apple from the garden of a
peasant the servant would pufl up the treeby the roots and if the
Sultén orders five eges to be taken by force his soldiers will spit (wall
roast) a thousand fowh.

TALE XX

I HEARD of a collector of the revenues who desolated the houses of
the subjects, 1 order to fill the king s coffers regardless of the maxm of
the sages which says ™ W hosoever offendeth the Mast High to gan
the heart of a fellow-creature  God will make that very creature the
matroment of huy destructon

(P) “Tke burnmng fame from wild rue raues not such a smoke,
a1 1 occasoned by the wghs of the aflicted heart!  They say that
the lon 1 the xing of beasts, and the ass the meanut of anumaly
but tke sages all agree, that the ass who cames burdens n preferable
1o the Lion that destroys mankmd.

(P) Tke poor me althongh devoid of understanding yet on
account of earryrg burdens is very valurbe. Tle labouring ox, and
the a1s a.e prefersble to men whe wjure the ¢ fellowcreatures,
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The king, on hearing some part of his base condtict, ordered him on
the rack, and tortured him to death.

(P) “You will not obtamn the approbation of the king, unless at
the same time you strive to gam the hearts of his subjects  If you wish
that God should be bountiful to you, do good unto His creatures ”

One whom he had oppressed passed by at the time of his execution,
and said

(P) “Not every one who possesses ministerial power and digmly
can devour the property of men with impumty, you may swallow a
hard bone, but it will tear the belly, when 1t sticks under the navel.

The mquitous tyrant remamneth not, but the curses of mankind rest
on him for ever.”

TALE XXI.

THEY tell a story of an oppressor, who flung a stone at the head of
a pious man | he darwish, not having power to revenge himself, Lept
the stone, tll a time when the king, being displeased, ordered the
other to be thrown mto a pit The darwish then came, and
bruised his head with the stone, upon which he exclaimed “Who

art thou, and why hast thou flung this stone at my head?’ He
answered

“I am such an one, and this 1s the 1dentical stone that on such a
day you flung at my head?” He rejomned ‘“Where were you all
this time?”  The darwish rephied “I was afraid of your digmty, but’

now that I see you mn the pit, I consider it a favourable opportunity to
avenge myself

(P) Whilst the worthless man 1s mn a slate of prospenty
the wise think 1t proper to pay him respect When you have not a
nail sufficiently sharp for tearmng, 1t 1s prudent not to contend with the
wicked. Whosoever grapples agamst an arm of steel, injures his own

silvery palm  wait until fortune ties hus hands, when to the satisfaction
of your friends you may pick out his brams.”



]

JMORALS OF KINGS. 37
TALE XXIL

A CCRTAIN king had a temnble disease the nature of which it s not
propetr to mention A number of Greek phyucians agreed that there
was no other remedy for ths ducase, but the gall of & man of some
particular deacrniption The king  ordered such an one to be sought for
and they found a peasant s son wath the propertres which the physicans
had described.  The king sent for the lad s father and mother and by
offering & great reward gamed theirr consent and the hdzn gave hu
decision that it was lawful to shed the blood of a subject for restormg
the health of the monarch  The cxecutioner prepared to put hm to
death upon which the youth turned hrs eyes towards Heaven and
laughed. The king asked  What there could be 1n his present condi
tron which could posmbly exate mirth Herephied  Children look to
thewr parents for affechon & smt 18 referred to the Kdzi  and jutice 1s
expected from the monarch Now my father and mother seduced by
vam worldly di having d to the shedding of my
blood the judge Laving sentenced meto die and the king  for the
sake of his own health, having consented to my death where am 1 10
seek refuge excepting i the lugh God?

(P) Unto whom shall I prefer my swt, ninee 1t 15 against you that
I seck justce?” The king s heart being troubled at these words, the
tears stood m fus eyes, and lie said It 1s better for me to die  than
that the blood of an mnocent person should be shed.  He kussed hus
head and eyes and embraced him and after bestowing considerable
gifts set him at liberty They say aleo thatin the same week the
king was cured of hu dutemper

(P) Inappleation to this, I recollect the verse wluch the elephant
dnver rehearsed on the banks of the river Nile  “If you are ignorant
of the state of the ant under your foot, know that it resembles your
own condihion under the foot of the elephant

TALE XX,

ONE of the slaves of Umrlilay having absconded a pervon was sent
in purswst of hm and brought lum back  The vizier beng 1nmical to
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him, commanded him to be put to death, m order to deter other slaves

from committing the hke offence. The slave prostrated himself <before
Unmrilais, and said “

() “Whatever may happen to me with your approbation
1s lawful, what plea can the slave offer agamnst the sentence of s
Lord”' But seemg that I have been brought up under the bounties of
your house, I do not wish that at the resurrection you shall be charged
with my blsod if you are resolved to kill your slave, do 1t conformably
to the mterpretation of the law, in order that at the resurrection
you may not suffer reproach > The king ashed After what manner
shall I expound 1t?” He rephied “Give me leave to kill the vizier and
then 1n retaliation for him, order me to be put to death, that you may
kill me justly” The king Jaughed, and asked the vizier what was his
advice on the occasion He rephed. “O my lord, as an offermng to the
tomb of your father hiberate this rogue, 1n order that I also may not fall
into calamity  The crime 1s on my side, for not having observed the
words of the sages, who say ,

(P) “When you combat with one who flings clods of earth, you
breal your own head by your folly when you shoot at the face of your
ememy, be careful that you sit out of his aim””

TALE XXIV.

A KING of Zuzan had a minister of a benevolent spirit and amiable
disposition, who treated all persons with civiity when present, and
spohe well of them when absent It happened that some action of his
having displeased the king, he mulcted him, and ordered him to be
chastised. The Lking’s officers, mindful of his former benefits, considered
themselves pledged thereby to shew him gratitude , therefore, whilst he
was under their custody, they treated him with courtesy and hindness,
neither exercised any seventy, nor allowed any reproaches

(Z) “If you wish to preserve peace with your enemy, whenever he
slanders you n your absence, 1n 1eturn praise him to his face , al any
rate as the words will 1ssuc from the lips of the permcious man, if you
wish that his speech should not be bitter, make lis mouth sweet”  He
was acquitted on some of the hing's accusations, and for the remaimder



N JORALS OF RINCS 39

he contipued 1n prison One of the nershbourmg princes pnvately fent
hm a message, saying  “The monarchs of that quarter know not the
value of such excellence and have dushonoured you if the precious
mmd of such an one {(may God prosper hn future undertakmgsl} will
condescend to look towards us we out of reverence to his virtue  wnll
«xert our utmost endeavours to satufy him unce the rulers of these dom-
mions will be honoured by the s:ght of him, and unpatiently expect hu
answer to the letters.”  The denstood the © , and re-
flecting on the danger to which he was exposed, wrote & short answer
such as to fum appeared adviable on the back of the letter and
despatched it.  One of the king ¢ attendants, bemng mformed of the
circumstances, apprized the kang thereof and said  Such an one whom
you ordered mto confinement holds correspondence wth the nerghbour-
ing prmees.  The kmg was wroth and ordered that the affarr should
be inveshgated They fezed the couner and read the letter on the
back of which wns wntten asfollows *The good opmion of the
great exceeds the ments of this servant, but 1t 15 1mpossible to accept the
offer which you have made me for having been nourshed by the
bounty of hs illustrious house 1 cannot be ungratefol to my
Dbenefactor on account of & tnfling change m hu sentiments for it has
been ssd

) Excue him who hath conferr d continual benefits 1f durmg
the course of your life he doeth yon only a nngle mpury The kg
commended his fidelity bestowed on him & largess and dress of honour
and asked his forgiveness saymg  “ [ committed 2 mutake and mpured
you who are innocent.  He rephed O my lord! your servant docy not
connder you as ® crumnal n this case but #mee . was the decree
of Heaven that msfortune shonld befall me 1t was best that it should
<ome from that hand which had for so long & tme bestawed favour
and kindnews on this servant

(P Gneve not il thou shouldst suffer mjury from mankind
smce neither tranguillity nor distress cometh from them know that from
God proceed the contraneties of enemy and frend  the hearts of both
being under hus gmdance  although the arrow iaues from the bow yet
those who are wiss look to the archer
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TALE XXV.

A KING of Arabia commanded his mmisters to double the shpend
of some one, because he was constant in s attendance, always at-
tentive to his duty, whilst the rest of the courtiers were dissipated m
their manners, and neglgent of their business. A man of penetration,
hearing this, remarked, that the high ranks of servants in the court of
Heaven are conferred in the same manner

(P ) If a person 1s vigilant n the service of a monarch during two
days, on the third day he will certamly be regarded with kindness The
sincere worshippers entertain expectation that they shall not return from
the threshold of God unrewarded. Obedience insures greatness
whilst disobedience leads to a repulse whosoever possesseth the

qualities of righteousness, placeth his head on the threshold of obe-
dience

TALE XXVI.

THEY tell a story of an oppressor who purchased firewood from

the poor by force, and gave 1t gratuttously to the rich A judicious
man, passing that way, said

(P) ‘““You are a snahe that bites every one yousee oran owl that
destroys every place where you sit; although your njustice may pass
unpumished amongst us, it will not escape the observation of
that God, to whom all secrets are revealed Injure not the mhabt-
ants of this woild, that the sighs of the oppressed may not ascend
to Heaven” The oppressor was displeased at his words, frown™
ed on him, and took no further notice of him, until one mght, when
fire, 1ssuing from the hitchen, caught the stock of wood, and consumed
all hus goodse.  When his soft bed became a seat of warm ashes, 1t
happened that this same judicious person passing by, and hearing hinr
say to his friends  “I know not from whence ths fire fell upon my
house,” replied “ From the smoke of the hearts of the poor 7

(P) Beware of the groans of the wounded souls, since the fnward’
sore will at length break out; oppress not to the utmost a single heart,
for a single sigh has power to overset a whole world On the crow
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of Kakhurau was the following msctption “For how many years,
durmge'what space of tme thall men pass over my grave! As the
kingdom came to me by succession n like manner shall 1t puss to the
hands of others

TALE XXVH

A pERSON had amved at the head of his profesnon m the art of
wrestling , he knew three hundred and ety eapia) slesghts 10 this ant
and every day exhibited somethmg new but having a smeere regard
for n beautful youth one of hn scholars he taught hun three hundred
and fifty-nme slerghts reservmg however one sleight to hmself The
youth excelled so much m skl and m strength that no one was abl
to cope with im ~ He at length boasted before the Sultan that the
supenionty whrch he allowed hus master to mamtam over him was out of
respect to hn years and the conuderation of having been hn mstructor
otherwue e was not mfenor m strength, and was hu equal m pount
of skill The kg did not approve of this durespectful conduct and
commanded that there should be a tral of skill. An extemwve spot was

PP d for the The of state, and other grandees
of the court, were m attendance The youth lke a lustful elephant
entered with a percummon that would havexemoved from its base a
mountam of ron  The master bemg sentible that the youth was hu-
superor m strength  attacked with the slaght which he had kept to
bmmself  The youth not bemng able to repel i, the master with both
hands hfted him from the ground and rsumng him over hi head, flung
hmm on the earth  The multtude thouted  The king commanded that
a dress and a reward 1o moaey should be hetowed on the master
and reproved and derded the youth for having presumed o put hrmself
1n compettiton with his benefactor and for having failed m the attempt
Hesard  Oking my master did not gawn the victory over me through
strength or okill but there remmned & small part in the art of wrest
hog, which he had withheld from me and by that small fent he got.
the better of me,  The master obterved “I reserved 1t for such an
occamon at the present  the sages having sid  Put not younelf so
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much i the power of your friend, that if he should be disposed to be
mimical, he may be able to effect his purpose® Have you not.heard
what was said by a person who had suffered mjury from one whom he
had educated?

(P) Either there never was any gratitude m the world, or
€lse not one at this time practises 1t I never taught any one the art of
archery, svho m the end did not make a butt of me.”

TALE XXVIII.

A sOLITARY darwish had taken up his abode 1n a corner of a desert
The king passed by him, and the darwish, because retirement 1s the
Lingdom of contentment, did not Iift up his head, nor shew any signs
of politeness The monarch, conscious of his superior dignity, was cha-
grined, and said. ‘This tribe of ragged mendicants resemble the brute
beasts and are devoid of humanity and worthiness,” His vizier said
to the darwish ““When the monarch of the terrestrial globe passed by
you, why did you not do him homage, nor behave even with common
good manners?”’ He replied ““Tell the monarch of the earth to ex-
pect service from him who hopes to recewve benefits, and let him hnow
also, that the monarch 1s for the protection of his subjects, and not the
subjects for the service of the king.

(P) The king 1s the sentmel of the poor, although affluence,
pomp, and power are lis portion. The sheep are not for the
shepherd, but the shepherd 1s for theirr service To-day you will
see one prosperous, and another labouring under an afflicted
heart, within a few days, when the earth will consume the
brams of the vam-thinker, the difference between royalty and servi-
tude ceases, when the decrees of fate are fulfilled. If any one should
open the grdve, he could not distinguish the rich man from the poor.’
This speech of the darwish made a favourable mmpression on the king
who commanded him to make known his wishes He rephed “I
desire you not to trouble me agam”’ The king sald “Give me some
good advice” He replied.

@) “Reflect, whilst you enjoy power, that wealth and dominion
Pass from one to another.”
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TALE XXIX

A VIZIER went to Zun nun of Egypt, & d asking hus blessing said
“I am day and mght employed m the service of the kmg, hopag for
some good from him and dreadng hn wrath  Zumnun wept, and
sad “If 1 had served God as you have feared the king 1 should have
been reckoned tn the number of the just

(P) 1ihere wasno expectatron of reward and punnbment, the

foot of the darwish would be on the celestial sphere and of the
virer feared God as much as he dreads the bing, he would be an

angel

TALE XXX

A WING havmg commanded an moocent personto b put to death,
hessid O kg seek not your own mpury by venting your wrath on
me  The kg asked  In what manner”  He repbed “Thus tor
ture will cease with me 1n an instant and the come thereof will remain
with youfor ever (') The space of lfe passeth away like the
wnd over the desert  bitt and sw def and beauty
all shall cease The tyrant magmeth that he commteth violence
aganst me  but 1t remameth on his own neck, and paneth over me
lhe advice was profitable to the king who spared hu life, and
asked forgveness,

TALE XXXIL

THE mnuters of Nushirwan were consultmg on state affains of great
ymportance, and every one gave his opimon accordng to the best of hus
judgment the king m like manner delivered hu sentimedls, Burun-
amihr preferred the king s opimon.  The other minuters asked hm m
private, why he had preferred the king s opinton to those of 0 many
wie men He replied  “Becamse the event 18 not known and the
opmion of every one depends upon God, whether 1t shall prosper or
fail therefore 1t 1s safest 1o conform to the king s opinion, because of
at shuold fail, my obrequomness will secure me from hu reprehennon
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(P) To strive to think differently from the km(g, 1s to give up hopes
of one’s Iife (Lit to wash the hands in one’s own blood) If he calis
the day, mght, 1t 1s prudent to say . Behold the moon and the plerades ’”

TALE XXXII.

A CERTAIN mmpostei, who had twisted his ringlets, pretending to be
a descendant of Al, entering the city along with the caravan from
Hyaz, said he was a pilgnm from Mecca and presented the king with
an elegy as his own composition  The king gave him wealth, honoured.
him, and greatly patromized him One of the courtiers, who in that
year had returned from a journey, said “I saw this man durmng the Id
of Zhd at Basrah, how then can he be a Hay: 2 Another said. “His
father 1s a Christian at Maldtiah, how then can he be of the sacred
stoch™’ and they discovered hus verses in the Diwan of Anwan  The
Ling ordered that he should be punished and driven away, and asked
him why he had uttered such 'falsehoods He replied “ O king of the
earth, I will speak one word more, and if 1t should not be true, I shalk’
deserve any pumishment that you may command ” The king asked r
“ What 1s that?”’ He rephed (P ) “If a seller of milk, curds, etc,.
brings you butter-mill, two parts of it are water and one spoonful 1s
sour milk , be not therefore offended if your slave should have uttered
an mconsiderate speech, for a traveller tells many les”” The kmg
laughed and said he had never made a truer speech m his hfe, and
ordered that what he had ashed should be granted *

TALE XXXIII.

THEY have related that a certam vizier had shewn clemency towards
those of an tnferior degree, and had sought to accommodate every one
It happened that having fallen under the hing’s displeasure, they all
exerted their interests to obtam hrs release, and those to whose custody
he was commutted, shewed him great mndulgence i guardmng him, andt

the other grandees represented his virtues to the hmng, bl at length the
monarch pardoned his fault

* The allowance given to Saiyids, or descendants of Muhammad
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A nghteous man ‘When appnzed of the arcumstances, sad Sell
even your patnmonnl gerden to gam the hearts of your {nends In
order 1§ boil your wellwuhers pot 1t 1s advsable to bum all your
fomiture. Do good even unto the wicked for 1t 13 best to close the
dag s mouth with a monsel

TALE XXXIV

ONE of the sons of Harun al Rashid went to his fatherm a rage
complaming that the son of a certam officer had spoken disrespectfully
of hmother Harun asked his mimisters what was the just punithment
for such an offence One was [or having him put to death  another said
that h:s tongue ought to be cut out and snother that he should be
fined and banshed  Hirunwid  Myson  chanty tequires that you
should pardon him but ff you have not strength of mind to do thy
then sbuse hi mother i return but not so much as to exceed the
bounds of vengeance for then the wmjury would be imputable to our
ade! (P) In the opmion of the wie heisnota brave man who
combats with a furous elephant but he 8 & man mdeed, who even
i wrath uttereth not rdle words. A man of a bad dupesiion abused
another who took 1t patiently and called him a hopeful youth, |
am worse than what you say of me [ know my own defects better than
you can posubly ducover them

TALE XXXV

1 wAs utting i a boat, in company with some persons of dutmetion
when a versel pear us sank, and twor brothers fell mto 2 whirlpool
Oae of the company promised a manner a hundred dindrs, if he would
suve both the brothes  The manmer came and saved one and the
other pershed. 1 sad  “Of a truth, the other had no longer to hive
and therefore he was taken ont of the water the last  The manmer
laughing replhed “'What yousay s true butl bad ako another motive
for saving thu, in preference to the other because once when [ was tired
m the desert he mounted me on a camel and from the hand of the
other I recelved a whipping m my childhood I repied [ Truly
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the great God 1s just, so that whosoever doth good shall himself
eaperience good; and who commutteth evil shall suffer evil '] Konra
(P) Asfar as you can avoid 1t, distress not the mind ofany one,
for m this path of hfe there are many thoins  Assist the exigencies of
others, since you also stand in need of many things

TALE XXXVI

THERE were two brothers, one of whom was in the service of the
Ling, and the other ate the bread of his own industry ~ Once the nch
man having said to his poor brother * Why do you not enter into the
service of the hing, to reheve yourself from the affliction of labour?”’” He
asked ““ And why do you not work that you may be relieved from
the baseness of servitude ? fo1 the sages have said, that to eat one’s bread,
and to sit down at ease, 1s preferable to wearing a golden girdle, and
standing up m service () To use your hands 1n making mortar of
quichlime 15 preferable to placing them on your breast 1n attendance on
the Amir”’ Precious life has been spent in these cares ‘What shall
I eat n the summer, and with what shall I be clothed 1n the winter?”
O 1gnoble belly, satisfy yourself with a loaf of bread, that you may not

bend your back 1n servitude

TALE XXXVII

SoMEBODY brought to Nushirwan the Just the good tdings, that
God of majesty and glory has taken away such an one, who was your
cnemy He asked “ Have you heard that he will by any means spare
me? (P) The death of my enemy 1s no cause of joy lo me, since neitha

15 my own life cternal ”’

¢ TALE XXXVIII

AT the court of Kiera a number of wise men were dsbating on some
affair, when Buzurymihr wl 0 was their ¢'dest being si'ent, they ashed him
why 11 this debate he did not say anythirg  He answered * Munisters
are lle physiciars, ard the physician ad . asters med cne to the «ick
only : therefore, wie1 1 sc2 that you opmians are jud cious, 1t would not
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be conmstent with *wudom for me to obtrude my sentments (7))
\Vhen a busmess can be managed without my* intetference, 1t w
not proper for me to speak on the subgcet, but o Isce a blud man m
the way of & well 1f I keep silence 1t 15 a cnume

TALE XXXIX

HARUN AR-R AsHID when he had completed the conquest of Egypt:
saxd * Asa contrast to that rebel who through the pride of his possessing
the kmgdom of Egypt boasted that he was God 1 will bettow this
Lingdom on the meanest of my slaves  He had an Ethiopian blockhead
named Khusaib 10 whom he gave the kingdom They say that tha
mans wodom and knowledge were 10 great that when rome of the
farmers of Egypt were complanmg thst an unscatonable fall of ram
tad dettroyed the cotton which they had sown on the backs of the Nule
he said that they ought to sow wool A manof ducernment upen
hearmg this sadd (') “ If the aupmentation of wealth depended upon
Lnowledge none would be 10 dustressed as an 1gnorant fellow but God
bestows on a smgle (ool a3 much wealth a3 wou'd astonish & hundred
men of witdom.” Wealth and power depend not wpon skill ard cannot
be obtained without the assstance of Heaven It often happens i the
world that the imprudent are honoured and the wise are despised  The
alchymut died of grief and dutress whilst the blockhead found treasure

under a run

TALE XL,

THeY brought a Chinese gul to a ceitain king whilst e was
intoxxcated He was so much drunk, that he gave her to one of hu
negro slaves  This fellow s upper lip reached above his nostnls and the
lower one hung pendant on his breast, his countenance was such that
the demen Sakhr would have fled frem hmin terror and a fount of
pitch dutilled from his armpits. () You would say that to the
end of the world he will be dered as the y of ugl the
same as Joseph o looked upon as the standard of beauty  One of so0
detestable an aspect. that it s imporsble o describe hu uglmess and
from his armpits good God defend us! the stench was lile that
from a corpse exposed to the sm m the month of August.
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In the morning the king enquired for the girle and they informed
him what had happened He was enraged, and commanded that
the negro and the girl should be bound fast together by their
hands and feet, and precipitated from the roof of the palace nto the
moat One of the mimsters, a man of virtuous disposition, bent lis
forehead to the earth and implored mercy, saymg “ The negro 1s
not a crimmmal m this mstance, since all the slaves and servants of the
court are accustomed to receive princely gifts and largesses ” The king
observed, that he might have restraned himself for one mght He
rephed “ Alas, my lord, have you not heard the saying? (P) Whena
person, parched with thirst, arrives at the hmpid spring, imagine not that
he will be ternfied at a furious elephant’ So, if a hungry nfidel be
alone m a house filled with viands, reason will not believe that he would
pay any regard to the fast of Ramazdn ”’ The king was pleased at the
joke, and said “ I make you a present of the negro, but what shall I do
-with the girl?’ He replied: “ Give her to the negro, as no one would
Iike to eat his leavings

(P) Never associate with one who frequents filthy places A man,
although thirsty, cannot relish sweet water half drunken by one who hath
a stinking breath  When an orange hath fallen into the dirt, how can
1t agam be offered to the king’s hand ? How can the heart of the thirsty
wish for water out of a flagon which has been touched by ulcerated

hps”
TALE XLL

THEY asked Alexander the Great, “ By what means have you extended
Jyour conquests from east to west, smce former monarchs, who exceeded
you mn wealth, in terntory, i years, and 1n the number of troops, never
gamned such victories™ He replied *“ When with the assistance of God,
I subdued a‘lxlngdom, I never oppressed the subjects, and always spohe
well of their monarchs (P ) The wise consider not him illustrious, who
speaketh 1ll of the great All the followmg objects are nothing when
passed; wealth and dommon, command and prohibition, war and
conquest . mjure not the name of those who have died with a good re-
putation; 1n order, that 1n return, your own good name may be immortal ”
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CHAPTER 1i
MORALS OF DARWISHIS

TALE 1

A CERTAIN nenonage mrked adevout man  whathesad of apar
trcular Abid of whose character others had spoken durespectfully He
vepbed  “I see no [ault 1n hus extenar and am 1gnorant of what 15 con
cealed withmbm  (P)  Whomioever thou seest i a rehgrous habit
conuder as a pous and good man if you know not what n hidden m
hummd what buuness hath the Muhtasth with the mude of the house™

TALE 1N

1 sa% a darwrh who liavmng placed hu ferchead on the threshold
of the temple of Mecca, was famenting  and saying O gracious and
most meraful God  thou knowest wiat can proceed from 1lie most
unyost and rgnorant of men that s ft to be offered unto thee (P) 1
mplore pardon for my imperfections umce [ can have no clam of retom
for any performance of duty  The wicked repentof their sms they who
Lnow God ask {orgveness (o1 the imperfecinens of ther wonhp

The Abid sces rewatd lor his obedience and merchants require the
value of ther capital stock but 1 who am a servany, bave Lrought
hope, not obedience and am come to beg, not to tafic (Do unto me
that which 1 worthy of thee and treat me not accotding to py  desert.)
(P) Whether you slay or whether you pardon my face and head are
onthy threshold It n not lor a servant to doect  whatsoever thou
comm;ndutl shall perform.® At the gate of the kaba | jaw &

who was pmg buterly end saymg  “I ask not that
thou shouldst approve my service draw the pen of forgveness over my
offence
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TALE III. s

ABDUL-KADIR GILANI, having placed his forchcad on the pebble
before the gate of the temple of Mecca, was saymg “O God, pardon
my sins, but shouldst thou doom me to punishment, then at the resurrec-
tion raise me up blind, i order that I may not be put to shame mn the
presence of the righteous *’

(2 ) Prostrate in weakness, with my face on the earth, every mormng

as I awalke to reflection, I eaclaim, O God, never will I forget Thee, wilt
Thou bestow a thought upon me?

~—

TALE 1V,

A THIEF got mto the house of a religious man, but after the most
diligent search, had the mortification not to find anything  The good
man, discovering his situation, threw the blanket on which he had slept,
n the way which the thief had to pass, m order that he might not be
disappomted (P ) “I have heard, that those who are truly pious, dis-
tress not the hearts of their enemies, how canst thou attam to this digmity
who ait m stnfe and contention with thy friends?”” The affection of the
nighteous 1s the same n presence as m absence, not like those who cen-
sure you behmd your back, but before your face are ready to die for
you (P) When you are present, meeh as a Jamb, but when absent, like
the wolf, a devourer of mankind Whosoever recounts to you the faults
of you neighbour, will doubtless expose your defects to others

TALE V.

SOME travellers were journeying together, partahers of each other’s
cares and comforts, I wanted to associate myself with them, to which
they would, not consent I 1emarked, that 1t was mconsistent with the
benevolent manners of religious men, to turn away their faces from the
poor, and to deny them the advantage of such company, that I know
myself to possess such a degree of energy as would make me an active
friend, and not an encumbrance to them  (Although I am not mounted
on a beast, Iwill endeavour to carry your burdens) One amongst
them said  “Be not uneasy at the words which you have heard, for
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not fong ago a thied under the appearance of a Darwi b gotmto our
campany (") How can one man know what n under anothers
garnftnt  The witer knowy the contents of the JeMter  To return fo
my "slory 2 the condition of a Datwih 13 everywhere approved
they dad mot entertam any susp cion of hs sanctity but adm tted hm into
their 1ocety (') The outude of 1elypion 1 a Darwnh s dress thi s
suffic ert with a mostal lace let your actions be pocd and jut on any
dreve you choore el £ wear a crown oa your head ar carry a Bag
on your shoulden for t u not coame clothing that comstitutes
the Zakid  be truly prous and dressin ratin - Sanctdy connsls 1 for
salmg the world  wath its Justs and appetnter not mrrely in changing
the diens  In watfate manhood 18 required  of what we  would armoue
be to o hermaphiodite® Summatily ore day we had uanelled umil
dark, and durmg the night slept a1 the §ood of a cantle  the graceless
thef under pretence of gomg to paform his ablutions  caired of the
water pot of ane of his companions, and then weat n quet of plunder

() “Behold thy penon who covered hn body wits a relipous drens
made thesed of the haba a houung for anars A sconas he had
tot out of nizht of the Darwaishies he scaled a bastion, and stole a caskel,
By the tnne 3t was daylght the dark-mmded wreteh fiad gone » great
ditance and 1 the mommg his wnccent compamons (whom he had
felt asleen) were all carned to the cantle  ond commitied 1o prison
From that day we resolved not to merease our company  but henee-
forward to lead thelives of recluses (becawse 1 solitude there s
tranquillty ) (') “When one of any uibe commuts an act of fo'l, there
1 no dtmetion between high and low  the whole bemg duhonsurea
Have you not observed that & single ox belonging to » herd will
contaminste all the oxen of the willage?  [replied “Thagks to the
God of majenty and glory 1am not destitute of the benefigs which are
enjoyed by the religious although [ am separated from therr company
far I have derrved mstruction from  this story  which will serve men of
our character for admomtion dunng the remamder of Wie

(P} By the means of one duorderly person n & company the hearts
of many wise men become afficted If you Alf o chstern with rose water
and a dog should fall wte it 1t would thereby become mpure
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TALE VI, *

A ZAHID was mvited to a feast by a hing, when he sat down a the
table he ate more sparingly than he was accustomed to do, and when
he stood up to prayers, he was longer than usual, In order that
they might form a high opmion of his prety (£ ) 1 fear, “O Arab,
that thou wilt not arrnive at the Kaba, because the road which thou art
pursuing leads to Turkistan.” (1 ¢ e was practising hypocrisy)
When he returned home, he ordered the table to be spread that he
might eat, his son, who had an acute understanding, said “Father,
why did you not eat anylling at the hing’s feast? He answered
“In lus presence, I ate nothing, to serve a purpose ”  The son replied

“Perform also your prayers over agamn as you did nothing that wll
serve your purpose

(P) O thou, who exposest thy virtues on the palm of the hand, and
hidest thy vices under the armpit! Vam wreich, what canst thou
expect to purchase with thy base comn 1n the day of distress?

TALE VII

I REMEMBER, that in the time of childhood, I was very religious. I
rose in the mght, was punctual in the performance of my devotions,
and abstinent One mght I had been sitting in the presence of my
father, not having closed my eyes during the whole time, and with the
holy Kurén m my embrace, whilst numbers around us were asleep
I said to my father “Not one of these hifteth up his head to perform
his genuflexions but they are all so fast asleep, that you would say
they are dead ” He replied Life of your father, (O dear son) 1t were
better if thou also wert asleep, than to be searching out the faults of
manhind ¥ (P ) The boaster sees nothing but himself having a veil of
conceit before his eyes If he was endowed with an eye capable of
discerning God, he would not discover any person weaker than himself

TALE VIIIL

IN a company where every one was praising a religious man, and
extolling his virtues, he raised up his head, and sard (P ) “I am such as
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L know mysclf 10 be whilit theu who teclonest up my good works
yudpest from the external bot art ipnorant of the ntenior My external
fotm m the eyes of mankind, 11 a poodly obyect but from the baseness
of the snterior 1 bow down my head with shame  Mankind prane the

peacock for hs beautful plomage but he n ashamed of ho uely
feet

TALE IX

OAE of the rehpiout men of Moust Labanus whose pie y and
mnacles were famed throughout Arabia  entered the great mosque of
Damascuy ard was punfyme himicll on the edge of the entern of the
well, when, hn feet slppmg  he fell 1nto the water and with great
diEculty got ot of # When dis ne gervice was finuhed  onc of hes
companons 1ad  he had & difficulty which required explanation  The
Shaikh asled what it was  Heteplied | recollect that you walted on
the surface of the sea of Alrica without your feet beng wetted andto-
day you had nearly pershed in this water which is not deeper than the
herght of a man what 1 the meaning of th He sunk hn head into
the borom of reflectron and after considerable pause looked up and sad

Have you not heard that the prance of the word Muhammad Mustafd
(¢pon whom be the peace and hletsmg of Ged') said  There 11 a trme
m which God has gnen me a degree of power that 11 not allowed
etthet (o the nearest angel wor to any mostal prophet sent (rom God
but he dd not pretend that ths was always the care. Sometimes
m the manner which he desenbed nether Cabnel nor Michael
has ponsessed 1t and at another tme it has happened to Hafaah
and to Zamab  The vion of the pious consuts of rgvelation and
obscunty It discovers and it conceals  Thou showest thy countenance,

and thou hidest # by enhancing thy value thou increaseat our
destre

Arabic  \When [ behold thee without an intervention 1t affects me
such « manner that | lose my road It kundles a lame, and then quenches

1t by tprinkling water on which account you see me sometimes in ardent
flame and somctimes immersed in the waves
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TALE X.
Poetry

SoMeBODY said to him who had lost Ins son  (ineaning Jacob)

O thou of 1illustrious race, wise old man, seeing that you were able to
percewve at the distance of Egypt the perfume of his garment, how
happened it that thou wert not able to discover him in the well of
Canaan”’ He replied “Our condition 1slike the darting hghtning,
one mstant flashing, and the next disappearing Sometimes we are
seated above the fourth heaven, and at other times we cannnot see the
back of our feet If the Darwish were always to remamn in one state,
he would cease to desire both worlds ”’

TALE XI.

IN the great mosque at Balbuk I was reciting some words by way of
admomtion to the company whose hearts were withered and dead
incapable of applymmg the ways of the visible to the purposes of the
mvisible world I perceved that what | was saymg had no effect on
them, and that the firc of my piety had not kindled therr green wood
I became weary of mstructing brutes, and of holding a mirror 1n the
way of the blind, but the door of signification continued open, and the
concatenation of discourse was eatended 1n esplanation of this verse of
the Kuran “We are nearer to lhim than his jugular vem” My dis-
course had got to such a length that I saild () “A friend 1s nearer,
to me than myself, but what 1s morc wonderful, I am far from him
What shall I do, to whom shall I address myself, since he 15 in my arm,
whilst I am separated from hm?”’ I am irtovicated with the wine of
his discourse, and the dregs of the cup are in my hand ”’ At this time
a traveller passing by the company was so much animated by my last
words, that he exclaimed with an emphasis that produced the acclama-
tions of the whole, and the senseless company joined in enthusiastic
raplure  Isaild “O God, those who are afar off know Thee, whilst
those who are necar and ignorant, are at a distance () When the
hearer does not understand the discourse, expect not any eflect of genius
from the o1ator first extend the plain of desire in order that the orator
may strihe the ball of cloquence ’
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TALE XIIL

O~E arght in the desert of Mecca  from the great want of sleep |
was deprived of all power 10 stir | reclined my head on the canh and
desred the camel-drrver not to distusbme (7)) How far shall the
feel of the poor man proceed when the camel 13 weary of his load
Whilst the body of the fat man 11 becoming lean the lear. mnan may die
of fatrgue  He repli 4 “O brother Mecea 13 1o front and rebbers m
the sens by proceeding you escape and fyoutleep youde (')} It
13 pleasant lo skeep on the road 1 the desert under the acacia tree 1a the
night of decammpment but you must connder it a3 abandonmg hife

TALE X1l

I sA% on the sea-shore a religious man who hada wound from a
tger which couldnot be cured by any medicine  He had been a long
tune m ths woeful state and was continually thanking God  He was
asked “Why do you thask God?” He rephd  God be praused
that | am afficted through mufortuae and not through s (P) I
that dear fnend asugns me 1o he place of slaughter thes m order that
you may nol accuse me of being st that msiant afrasd of my e 1 will
atk what enime has your slave commatted that your heart 11 offended at
me? This reflection only i the eause of my sotow  ‘Yes, holy man!
construe distress as a punuhment for sm Do not you see what Joseph
the Just ward m that stateT O God mprsonment s b tter to me
than what they require of me

TALE XIV

A DARWISH baving tome presung occauon slole a hlaoket from
the house of a fnend  Tlte judge ordered that they should cut off hus
hand.  The owner of the blanket mterceded and smd that he absohed
fom  The judge replied that he should not forego the legal punshment
at hn mtercemion Herejomed  You have sard nghily but whosoever
stealeth any properly dedicated to relious purposes, 1 not subject to
the prnslment of amputation becawse the beggar m not the proprietor
of any thing, netther 1y he the property of any one whatever the beggar
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hath bemng devoted to the benefit of the necessitous” The judge
released him, and said “ Was the world so narrow that you Should
steal only from such a friend as this?’’ He replied “ O my lord, have
you not heard the saying? ‘Sweep the houses of your friends, but
knock not at the doors of your enemies (£ ) When you fall mnto
distress, restgn not yourself to despair, strip your enemies of their shin,
and your friends of therr jackets * ”’

TALE XV

A CcERTAIN king said to a religious man “ Do you ever think of
me?”’ He answered “Yes, whenever 1 forget God” (P) He
fleeth everywhere whom God driveth from lus gate, but whomsoever
God nviteth, he will not suffer to run to the door of any one

TALE XVI

A CERTAIN pious man saw m a dream a king m paradise, and a
holy man m hell, he asked what could be the meaning of the exaltation
of one, and the degradation of the other, as the contrary 1s generally
constdered to be the case ¢ They repled “ The hing has obtamed
paradise m return for his love of holy men; and the religious man, by
assoclating with kings, has got mto hell” () Of what use are the
coarse frock, the beads, and patched garments ? Abstain from evil
deeds, and there 1s no need of a cap of leaves, possessthe virtuesof a.
Darwish, and wear a Tartarian crown

TALE XVII

A FOOT TRAVELLER, bareheaded, and without shoes, came from
Kufah, and accompanied the caravan to Mecca I saw that he had no
money He proceeded mernly, saymg (P ) “1am neither mounted
on a camel, nor Ike a mule under a load Iam no lord of a vassal,
netther the slave of any king I have no concern either about the present
or the past. I draw my breath freely, and pass my life m comfort ” One
mounted on a camel said tohm “ O Darwish, whither art thou going?
Return, or thou wilt peush in distress’’ He paid no attention, but
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entered the desert and proceeded on the pumey  When we amnved at
a place called Naklah-rMahmud the nch man s destiny being accom

plished he died The Darwsh came 1o fus pillow and sard  “1 after
encountering difficalties am here alve  whilst you exprred r:ding on
dromedary (P A person wept all mght by the sude of a sick perion

m the morning he died and the nck man recovered O my friend

wmany fleet horses have falien down dead  whilst the {ame ass bas come
alive to the end of his journey It has frequently happened  that those
m the vigowr of health have been carmred to therr graves whilst the
wounded have recovered

TALE XVIIL

A CERTAIN kimg sent an mwitanon 1o & relgiows man He thought
to make humcelf weak by taking medicme, w order that the kg mght
entertam & hrgh opmion of lum Tt 15 aaud that he happened to swallow
a deadly poyon and expored.

(P} He who appeared to me as plump as & putachto nut, had coat
upon coat, [ke an onion ! Relimous men who look towards the world
pray with thew backs towards Mecca  Whenany one calleth humself
a tervant of God it behoveth him to know none besides God

TALE XIX

IN the land of Greece a caravan was attacked by robbers and
plundered of wmumense wealth  The merchanis made grevous laments
tons and besought them by God and hs Prophet, but
without effect. (P} When the dark mmded robbers have got the
wictory what care they for the teans of the caravan? Lukmin the philoso~
pher betng amongst them one of the caravan satd to him  “Utter some
sentences of wisdom and exhortabion which may mdace the robbens to
release some part of the goods for 1t 1 cruel 1o lose 30 mnch wealth
Lukmin repled It would be mvain to preach philosophy to them.
{F') When rust has eaten mto the o you cannot remove 1t by polah
wg. To what purpose 1t to offer admonmition to & depraved heart? An
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wron nail will not penetrate stone” In the days of your prospenty, assist

those who are n distress, as by befriending the poor, you avert ewl from

yourself  When the beggar implores your chanty, aftord him relef,
lest the oppressor should; deprive you of your substance,”

TALE XX

NOTWITHSTANDING all that was said to me by Shaikh Shamsudden
Abul-farh Bin Jauzi, who ordered me to forsake music-meetings, and,
to lead a Iife of retirement the spring-tide of youth prevailed, the desire
of sensual gratification not admitting of restramt, and n contradiction
to the advice of my patron, I abandoned myself to the enjoyments of
smging and of convivial society 'When the Shan\’s advice occurred to
my recollechon, I usedtosay (£ ) “If the Kazi were of our party, he
would wave his hands in rapture, 1f the Muhtastb would drink wine, he
would excuse him who 15 intoxicated ”’  One mght I entered mto the
society of a tribe, amongst whom was such a minstrel you would say that
the sound of lus bow would brealk the arteries, and his voice was more
horrid than the lamentations of a man for the death of his father Sometimes
the audience put their fingers into their ears, that they might not hear
him, and sometimes they placed their fingers on their ips, as a signal
for him to be silent  (The heart may be captivated by the sound of

swcet melody, but such a singer as thou art can only give dehght by
bemg silent ) (£ ) No one will experience pleasure from your singing,
excepting at the time of your departure, when you stop your breath

When this harper began singing I said to the master of the housc

‘ For God’s sake puta cotton plug into my ears, that I may not hear, or
clse oaen the door, that I may escape ’ In short, out of regard to my
friends, T accommodated mysell to ther inclination, and with greal
exertion pasced the might until daybreak () “The mnassin pro-
chimed prayvers out of scason, not hnow.ng how much of the might had
elapsed  Ask the length of the mght from my ¢y chds, which have not
been clo «d a single moment.  In the morniag, by way of benediction,

I took the turban from my head, and my dirams out of my girdle, and
preceating them to the singer, | embraced him, and returned him
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many thanks. My companwom seemg me behave towards hm
1 so %nusual & manner mputed 1t to weakness of understandng
and laughed within themselves. One of them extended the tongue
of oppostion and began reprmanding me savmg  “ In tho matter
you have not acted as becometh a wime man to have gven part
of your profesnonal dress to & mmger who dunpg his whole hfe
never at one trme had & dram 1n bu hand  nor ever aaw a particle
of gold on bu drem  (P) Such e smger (far may he remam from
thn happy mamion) to one ever saw him twice m the same place. Of
a truth, when the sound came out of his month 1t made mens ham
siand on end  The sparrow fhies away from the diead of hmn  he
dutracts our mtellects and tears hus awn throat [ anewered You
should stop your ratling hecause in my opinion he possesses miraculous
talents.  He rephed  Commumieate ths ducovery m order that we
may umite with you and ask pardon {or the joke which has passed
I rephed that my Shaikh had repeatedly enjomed me not to frequent
singing  parties. and had given me many admomtions to which I had
pud no attention, until thie night when the star of auspriomnens
and good fortune gmded me to thn house, where by the means
of thw smger 1 have made a vow never agam to approach
sngmg or convivial parbes  (P) A pleasant voice from a
aweet palate, mouth and lips  whether tempered with muncal art or
not captivates the heart but the muncal modes of Ushshék, Saféhén
and Hnéz from the wmdpipe of a contemptible mmstrel are
disgustmg

- -

TALE XX1.

THEY asked Lukmén from whom he had learnt whanity he replied
“From those rude mannen for whatsoever [aaw im them that was
doagrecable 1 avoded dowg the same (P) Not a word can be
ad even m the mdst of sport from which a wise man wil)
not dertve matruction  but if » hundred chapters of philosophy are
Tead lo an ignorant person 1t will seem to hu ean folly and
sporty



t

6o GULIST\YX [CII(\P
TALE XXII.

THEY tell a story ol a certain religious man, who in one nighit would
cat ten pounds of {ood and who before the morning would have com-
pletely fimished the Kuran m his devotions A holy man hearning ths
satd. (P) I he had caten half a loaf, and slept, 1t would have been
much more mentorious Keep your belly unencumbered with food, in
order that you may be able to discern the light of Divine Lnowledge

You are voud of wisdom because you are crammed up to your nose
with food
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men that they mey not discoves my laults what advantage 13 there m
shuttmg the door a1 the Omniscrent Lroweth both what 1 hidden and
what nemanifest

TALE XX1V

[ LAMENTED 10 a vencrable Shailh that some one had accuted me
falely of Bsemommen  He replied  “Put lum toshame by your virtue
(P) Letyour conduct be vmuous when st wll not be i the pover
of the detractor 1o convict you ol enil. When the hamp s tume
how can 1t 1uffer correction from the hand of the muncian?

TALE XXV

THEY arked one of the Shails of Damarcus what was the condion
of the seet of Sufis  He replied “They formetly were 1o the world
s souiety of men apparently m  dutress but o realiy contented
bul now they are a tribe in appearance ratisfied but mwardly dicon
tented 7

(") Wken your heart s contmually wandenng [rom one place to
another you will have no matnfaction m soltude  Though 3ou possess

rches rank land nnd chattelr if yout heart u with God yourare a
recluse

TALE XXVI

{ recorLrcT that once | had travelled the whole mght wuh the
caravan snd i the moming had gone tosleep by the ude of a desert,
A dutracted man, who had accompanted us in the poumney setupa
ery took the road of the detert and did not enjoy a moment ¢ repase.
When 1t was day, [ asked hmm what was the matter? He replied

1 heard the nightingales on the trees, the parindges 1 the moun-
tams the frogs m the water and the brutesm the desert uttenng therr
plamtve notes and doleful lamentations [ reflected that 1t did not be-
come a himan bemg through negleet «f my duty 1o be asleep vhilst
afl other creatures wete celebratg the pranes of God

(P) Lagt mght towards momng, the lamentations of a bid deprived
me of reason patience power, and tensation  Wkhen my vorce reached
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the ears of a sincere {riend, he said. “I could notchave believed that the
notes of a bird would 1n such a manner have deprived you of your
senses ”’ I replied “It 1s not consislent with the laws of humaf nature,
that whilst a bird 1s recitmg the praises of God, I should be silent ’

TALE XXVII,

ONCE I tavelled to Hndz along with some young men of
virtuous disposition, who had been my mtimate friends, and constant
companions Frequently, in therr mirth, they recited spimitual verses
There happened to be 1 the party an Abid, who thought unfavourably
of the morals of Darwishes, being 1gnorant of ther sufferngs At
length we arrived at' the grove of palm-trees of Bani Hild], when a boy
of a dark complex.on came out of the Arab families, and sang
1 such a stramn as arrested the birds in therr fight through the arr I
beheld the Ab.d's camel dancing, and after fllnging his rider, he took
the road of the desert Isaid “O Shaikh, those strams delighted the
brutes, but made no impression on you (£ ) Knowest thou what the
mghtingale of the mornmg said to me? What kind of a man art thou
who art ignorant of love? The camel 1s thrown into ecsiasy by the
Arabic verses, for which, if tholu hast no relish, thou arta cross-gramed
brute  (When the camel 1s captivated with ecstatic frenzy, that man
who can be msensible s an ass The wind blowing over the plams
causes the tender branches of the ban-tree to bend before it, but affects
not the hard stone ) Every thing that you behold 1s exclaming the
praises of God, asis well known unto the understanding heart not
only the nightingale andd the rosebush are chanting prases to' God, but

very thorn 1s a tongue to extol him”

-

° TALE XXVIII,

A cerRTAIN hing, when arnved at the end of his days, having
no herr, directed m his will, that in the morning after h.s death, the first
person who entered the gate of the city, they should place on his head
the crown of royalty, and commit to his charge the government of the
hingdom It happened that the first person who entered the city gate
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wa a bepmae wio All by bie had collected scraps of axtualy and
sewed pateh open patch The moentenn of atate and the nobles of
e c®in amrdinto aettontte Lars will botewmg on bum the
L gdorm sed the trenpure  Foraeme trethe Darwah governed the
Lacdem eetd past ef the pet bty amenned their ecks from b obedr
reee ardalitl e sorreurda ¢ Fonstchy enpapmg mliewl confederacin

stacded him wth e asm ev nstont the troers and the peasantre
wete Viown wiocerlmer ardbe'ottle rer evpron of some trmitn-
tier The Darwnli was s tee ed st therr exents when an old lecnd
who had been b cerpanion n the days of porerty  retamed from a
fourrey ardfrdrphimmot han exa't d s ate sad  “Mraned be
God of cacel'erce a1d flory  that your high fertune has arded jou

and provperty Leen your purde vo that & 1o1e hav it ued from the bner

and the ot Eas been eatracted frem yeur leer ard you Fave artined
atibu diensy  (OF » truth oy 1ucceeds sonow ) the bod sometimes
blosoms and sometires wathers  the tree n yomenmes maked and
soretimes dothed  He geplnd "O bicther cordole with me [lor
tho ¢+ net a time fer corpratulaon When jouasw me bt T was
only anyous bow 1o ol tam Lread but paw Lhave all the cates of the
wot d to encounter (7 ) If the times are advense Tamwpam and of
they are proipesows | am eaptosted with wordly erpvmente Theteus
no calamity greater than werd y affsur becawie tf ey dvtrenthe heart in
prosirerty as well agmn advernty I you want nches seek only lor
contentmert wheh n metaable wealth I the £ ch man should thiew
moncy fato your lap  cons der not yourrell obliped to bum  for I have
often heard it amd y pious men that the patience of the poor
th preferable to the lbcralty of the nch Il Bahisem sheuld 1oant

an onager 1o be dutnbuted amonpit the pecple it wou'd not ke equal
to the beg of a locust to an amt ™

TALE XXIX

A CERTAIN penion had afnend employed in the office of Diwan
with whom he had not chacced to meet {or tome time  Somebody
wud to lim “It s a long Ume since you saw such an oze  Hean

swered “Nether do [ washto tee fum [t happened \hat one of the
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Diwén s people was present, who ashed what fault his friend had been
guilty of, that he was not mclned to see hm He replied. “Theres
no fault, but the time for seeing a Diwén i1s when he 1s d smissed
from his office  In greatness and authority of office, they neglect their
friends , m the day of adversity and degradation, they mmpart to their
{riends the disquetude of their hearts ”’

TALE XXX.

ABU HARAIRAH used every day to visit Mustafa (Muhammad),
upon whom be the blessmg and peace of God ! The Prophet said:
“O Abu Harairah, come not every day, so that affection may increase
They observed to a holy man, that, notwthstanding the benefits which
we derive from the sun’s bounteousness, we have not heard any one

speaking of him with affection

He replied “That 1s because he can be seen every day, excepting
i the winter, when being veiled, he 1s belovéd

(P ) There 1s no harm in visiting men, but let 1t not be so often that
they may say. “It1s emough” If you correct yourself, you will not
need reprehension from another

TALE XXXI.

HAVING become weary of the company of my friends at Damascus,
I retired 4n to the desert of Jerusalem, and assocrated with the brutes, tll
I was taken prisoner by the Franks, and consigned to a pit m Trpol,
to dig clay, along with some Jews But one of the principal men of
Aleppo, with whom I had formerly been intimate, happenmg to pass
that way, recollected me, asked me how I came there, and m what
manner | spent my time ? I answered (P) “I fled into the mountams
and deserts to avoird mankind, seeing on God alone reliance can be
placed, conjecture then what must now be my situation, forced to
associate with wretches worse than men  To have our feet bound with
chamms m company with our friends 1s preferable to iving m a garden
with strangers ”’ He then had compassion on my condition, redeemed me
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for ten dinnts from the Franks and took me with hum to Aleppe He
had g daughter whom he gase me 1n mamage, witn & hundred dmars
for her dower  When tometme had elapsed she discovered her dis

position, which was l-natured quameliome obstmate and abusive, so
that she destroyed my happiness 1n the maoner that has been sad

() Abad woman m the house of a good man s his hell in thus world

Take care how you connect yourself with a bad woman defend
uw O Lord from this fiery tnall  Once she teproached me
aying “Arl thou not he whom my father redeemed from
captvity amongst the Franks for ten dindrs * | answered  Yes
he ransomed me for ten dman and put me mto your hands for a
hundred.

(P} 1have heard that a certam great man del vered & sheep {romthe
teeth and claws of & wolf, and the mght following apphied a knife to
his throat. The exping sheep complaimed of him saymg  “You
delivered me from the claws of a woll, but | have secn you at Jength act
the part of the very wolf towards me

TALE XXX11

A cerRTAMN king asked a rebgious min how he passed hn
valuable tme he rephed “All mght 1 pray 1n the mommg [
offer up my vows and petiions and the whole day u spent
m regulsting my expenses The king understood  the denre of
the piows man and commanded that they should provide bim a
duly subustence  to relieve hus mind from the cares of hus
famuly

(P} O thou, wao ast enthralled with tic cares of & family fook
not for freedom m any ather respect sorrow for children bread-
ramment, and subsstence 1eapacdates you far contemplatmg the
mvisible world, The whole day [ am reflecting that at mght I shall
be employed 1n my devotions and et mght vhen [ begin my prayen, |
am thinking how I chall be able to prov de food for my chuldren next
morming
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TALE XXXIII,

ONE of the hermits of Damascus had passed many years sn the
desert, in devotion, feedmg on the leaves of trees. The king of that
country having gone to visit him, sard ‘It seems advisable to me that I
should prepare a place for you mn the city, where you may perform
your devotions more conveniently, and others be benefited by the bless-
mg of your company, and take example from your good works.” The
hermit would not consent to this proposal One of the mimisters of
state sard  “It 15 necessary, for the satisfaction of his majesty, that you
should remove into the city for a few days to make an experiment of
the nature of the place, when if you should find your precious time
disturbed by the society of others, the choice will still remain 1 your
power *’ They have related that the hermit came nto the city, and that
the hing prepared for his reception a garden belonging to the palace. *
A delightful situation, refreshing the spirits (£ ) Red roses vymg with
the cheeks of a beautiful damsel, hyacinths resembling the ringlets of a
beloved mustress Although 1 the depth of winter, yet these flowers
had the freshness of new-born babes, who had not tasted the nurse’s
milh. The branches of the trees were ornamented with scarlet flowers,
suspended amongst verdant foliage, shmmng Iike fire  The king sent him
inmediately a beauteous handmaid, whose description 1s the following

(P) Her face fair as the crescent moon would fascinate an
anchorite, and her angeiic form, arrayed 1n all the peacock’s pride and
splendour, would at the first view deprie the most rigid moralist of the
command of his passions She was followed by a youth of rare beauty,
ard most exquisite symmetry of form He 1s surrounded by mortals par-
ched with thirst, whilst he who hath the appearance of a cup-bearer
bestoweth not drink  The eyes could not be satisfied with the sight of
him, like ope afficted with the dropsy beholding the Euphrates.
The hermit began to feast on dainties, was arrayed in elegant attire, re-
galed himself with fruits and perfumes, and took delight m the company
of the virgin and her attendant  The sages have said “that the ringlets %
ol fair maids are chains for the feet of reason, and a snare for the bird of
wisdom (P ) In your service, I bave lost my heart, my rehgion, and my 8
ccason In truty I am now the bird of wisdom, and you are the f
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snare To be bnel hisntate of enjoyment began 10 dechine 1n the
minter S harbeensad  (P) "Whenever a lawyer 2 teacher a dn
aple oran orator poneysed of a pure spint, descends to mean wordly
concernment he will ind himacll enthralled Fle fies with thewr feet 1
honey Once™ the Ling havmg an inclmation to see lum found the holy
man much altered in hts appearance having become plump with a clear
and rosy complexron  He was reclining on a pillow of damask sill, and
the fary-formed boy stood behmd him wah a fan made of peacocks
feathers  The king tejoxed at fus happy conditron, and they tafled on
vanous subjeets untd the bing concluded the comeration by saymg

{have an aflection for two descriptiens of men 1n the wotld the learned
and the recluse A vizrer 4 man of wisdom and experience beng
present said "0 hmg, the law of benevalence requires that you should
do good 1o both of them give moncy 1o the leamed  that others may
be mduced to study  but give nothing 1o reclutes, in order that they
may contmue v such (7)) Darwnhes requite not duams and dinepy
when they recene money they look out far other Darwnhes  Whoto-
ever ponciieth a vituous dipowtron and has by mad  devoted
to God 15 & rehgious man, without feeding on consecrated bread
or begnng for  bioken srcuals  The finger of a beautlil woman
and the tip of her ear are handsome without an earnng or a (urquouse
mng. He v a Darwish who it vittuous and wre although lie tasteth
not holy bread, nor the [ragments of beggary  The lady endowed with
an clegant forn and a brautiful face 1 channing without pant
or gewels  Whilst | have anything of my ewn and covet the goods
of others of you donot ca'l me a religrous man pethaps you will not be
mataken

TALE XXXV

TuE followmng story will exemphfy what has been said above A kg
having tome wesghty affaws in agitation made a vow that, mr case of
success he wonld dutrbute 8 certan sum of money amegnt men
dedicated to religion When on his wish hewng accomplithed 1t was
necessary to perform the conditions of his vow Le gave a purte of
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said O my [nend 51 a letle sy my senants are preparing some
mmeed meat  The Darwuh raned up has head and sad  (P)
= Foib d®*them 10 put forced meat on my table {or 1o the hungry plam
bread s a savoury deh

TALE XXXVii

A 1ruriL complamned to bus ipantual guide of being much dutinbed
by impeitoent soton who Lrole in upan hi valuable tame and he
aled how he could get nd of them  The supenor replied  To such
of them as are poor Jend money and from thote that ate nch ask tome
thmg when you may depend upon not seeng one of them agam

(1) 1 a bepgar was the leader of the aymy of lslamom infidels
would  ¢c 1o China through fear of his maporiumity

TALE XXXVI

A Lswyrn sad o hsfaher  * Those Bine speeches of the declanners
make no impression on me  became 1 do not see that hen
actions correspond wth thews preeepts (7)) They teach  people 1o
forsshe the world whlst themselves accumulate property A wue
man  who preaches wihout practomg  will a0t mpres
othern.  That person 1 woe who dbstameth [rom un, not he who
1eacheth good 1o others whilst himsell commuteth en!  The wue man
who mdulges i seoaal gratibeations beng himacll bewildered how can
lie guide others?  The [ather replied O my son' you ought not
merely from this vam opinron, to reject the doctrmes of the preacher thus
pureuing the paths of vamity by impuhing errors 10 the Jeamed  and
whiht you are searching for an immaculate teacher are you depved of
the benefits of dearming, like the blind man who one mght falhitg into the
roud ened ot O Muslims, bang a lamp to show me the way An
mpudent woman, who heard himm, sard  You cannot see alamp
what then can 1t shew you” Morcover the socicty of the preacher
resembles the shop of a trader where until you pay money you camnot
cany away the goods  and here, unless you come with good inclination
you will not derve any benefit () Luten to the dncoune of the
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learned man with the utmost attention, although his actions may not
correspond with his doctrine It 1s & futile objection of gainsayers, that
how can he who 15 asleep awaken others 7" It behoveth a manf'to receive
nstruction, although the advice be written on a wall

TALE XXXIX,
Poetry.

A CERTAIN holy man having quitted a monastery and the society of
rehigious men, became a member of a college I ashed what was the
difference between being a learned or a religious man that could induce
him to change his society? He rephed  “The devotee saves his own
blanket out of the waves, and the learned man endeavours to rescue

others from drowning ”’

TALE XL,

A DRUNKEN man was sleeping on the highway overcome by the
power of intoxication , a devotee passed by, and beheld his condition
with detestation. The young man DIfted up his head and said.
(““ When you meet an 1nconsiderate person, pass him with kindness;
and when you see a sinner, conceal his crime, and be compassionate )
(P) O thou, who despisest my indiscretion, why dost thou not rather
pity me ?) O holy man, avert not thy face from a sinmer, but regard
fum with benignmity  If my manners are unpolished, nevertheless behave
yourself towards me with civility

TALE XLI,

A COMPANY of dissolute men came to dispute with a darwish, and
mmade use pf improper eapressions, at which, bemg offended, he went to
his spinitual guide, and complamed of what had happened He re-
phed “ O my son, the habit of a Darwish 1s the garment of resigna~
tion., whosoever weareth this garb and cannot support mgures, 1s an
enemy io the profession, and 1s not entitled to the dress (P ) A great
river 1s not made turbid by a stone; the rehigious man who 1s hurt at
ajuries 1s as yet but shallow water. If any misfortune befalleth you,
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bear wath 1t that by ferpnine sthe1a yoa may youtse { eblats pardon
O my bather geenp that w ate a1 bt to rercm to eante det
hurbiP punelies 1n bes befesr we are chanred 1nto dunt

TALL XL}

Pe les

ATTIND tothe fellowi € 1ty dn the aty of Baghdad thew
Tappencd a contentient Tetmeen the fap andcvitan The flag ds
zuited wath the dut el 1% 1ead and the lague of marching sard 1o he
cusm m dipkaswie " Ycs ord mp 1 are school fellown, Lok
tervants of the Sultans court | pmet enpry & mement o relaxaten
fiom bunsres, beme eblped 1o traxel st all wessons you have net
expewenced the fatizue of matchiae the danger of dormung the fartren
the peril of the desent, not the 1cenemencerof whulwinds and duny
my foot 18 movt forward mn ent rure why thea n thy dipnity preat
than mmel You pant your t=e s=ceit youthe bravuful sy the e n
and wath vy edonfetous 11 4 e | am carred in the hands of
raensal servanty, and tavel satamy fret @ bands ard my head aptated
by the wind ™ The cotam tephisd “My head o0 placed o1 the
threshold and not fleyour rtan~d up to thesky, whosoner thiouch
folly exalts ho neck preapitates Y off nta dotres

TALE XLIL

A 1N0OLY man vaw a wienler Trtracted and loamme at the mouth
withsage he enquired the cavie and was 10'd some one bad gnen b
abuse, Hesad Thopalry f Yow who can Lit a stone of » thourand
pounds weght n not able to bears sngle waed (1) Rewgn your
boustmg pretenmons o steength and fornede  you weaketpmied wretch 1
What 15 the diference betveen such a man and a womsn! Shew yeur
power by engagiog othets to sp-sh Liadly toyou 1t w not cowrage fo
dmve your fat against anothes mans mouth of you are able to tear the
front of an elephant he n no man who hath not humanty  The som of
Adamare formed of humbl crrth o you possess not humidity neiher

are you a man.
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TALE XLIV ¢

THEY interiogated a learned man concerning the character of lus
brethren, the Sufs He answered “ The meanest of therr exceﬁ‘encxes
15, that they prefer gratifying the desire of therr friends to attending to
their own afairs, and the sages have said* ‘ The brother who 1s ntent
upon his own affars, 1s neither brother nor relation () Your fellow-
traveller, if he walks faster than yourself, 1s not your companion* place
not your affections on any one who is not attached to you If there benot
religion and piety amongst relatives, 1t 1s best to break off connection with
our kindred 1 recollect that an adversary objected to the sentiment 1n
the above distich, and said, that in the Kuran the most high God has
forbidden that we should break off connection with relatives, and has
commanded us to prefer friendship with relations to that of others, and
that what I had said above was contrary to his precept 1 repled.
K. ( You are mustaken, 1t [agrees with the Kman God said, if your
parents insist that you should jomn as partners with Me those things of
which your are ignorant, then do notobey them) () A thousard
relations, who aie 1gnorant of God, ought to be sacnficed for one

’

stranger who achnowledges Him’

TALE XLV
Poetry,

A MERRY fellow of Baghdad married his daughter to a shoemak.r
The lttle man, Lavirg a flinty heart bit the girl’s lips 1n such a manner
that they trichled with blood  In the moining, her father, beholding her
n such phght, went to his son-mn-law and said to him, “ O you worthless
fellow ! what K nd of teeth have you got, thus to chew her lips as if they
were made of leather /T am not speaking injest leave off your johes
and have your lcgal enjoyment  When bad manners become habitual,
they cannot be got rnid of until death ’

TALE XLVI

A CERT N lawyer had a very ugly daughter, who was marnageable
but althougt he offered a consuiderable dower, and other valuables, no
one was mchned to wed her () Brocade and damash will appear
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disgustful oz a brrde who 11 ugly —n shor through necessny he marnied
her tom blind man T nsud that in thesam  vear there anrved from
Ceslona physt 1an whe esuld restore nzht 15 tie blind - They ashed
the father why ke would not have hi son-m law cured  He saud
“ Betame he vear afrard that i fie would r~over by sght he wauld
drvorce bt wafe 1t v b stthat the buband of anugly woman should
e blnd

TALE XLVI

A cerTAN kung regarded witl contempt the socsety of Darwuhes
which one of them having the penetiation to docover sid “ O kang '
mthis world you havethe advantage over us inextemal grandeur but
with 1egard 1o the comforts of Lie we are your supenors at the time of
death, we shall be yourequals and atthe resusrection our state wnll be
prelerable to yours {1 ) Although the conqueror of hingdoms enpoyeth
absolute sway st the ;ame tme that the Darwuh may be 1 want of
bread, yet 1n that hour when both shafl die they will camy nothme
with them but therr wmding sheets  When you wish to make up your
burdems for quutmg this world the state of the beggar will be preferabl
10 that of the monareh  The Darwish exhibus a patched garment and
shaved harr but w truth tus heart 1s alne and b painom subdued
He 1 not a person that will advance huy pretennons ameng mankmd  and
f men oppose bis inclination he will not engagein stafe I 2 mullstone
should roll down from a mountamn b has but lttle faith who gets out
of the way of it

The Darwnhs course of duty consmis 1n mvokimg and pramng
God in obeying and wotthipping him m gwvmg alme 1 bemg
content, m beirevmg the unity of the Dety and m tedmnce on God, with
Patient rengnatron to s will - Whosotver s endowed with These quahities
15 & Darwih indeed, although he be atrayed i a robe and on the
confrary an wdle prater who neglects ks prayers and w a slave to hus
passions who tums day into night m sensual grabfications, and night
into day m drowsy indolence eating anything that falls m his way and
saying whatever comes uppermost such a one 1 o profligate although
he wears nothing but a blanket.
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() O thou, whose inward parts ate void of piety, and whose
outside beareth the garb of hypocrisy, hang not a gorgeous curtamn
before the doors of a house constructed of reeds

TALE XLVIII
Poel1y

I sAw some nosegays of fresh roses tied to a dome with some grass
I sad “ What 1s this worthless grass that 1t should thus be i the
company of roses * ’ The grass wept, and said *“ Be silent , the benevolent
forget not their associates, although 1 have neither beauty, nor colour,
nor odour, still am I not the grass of God’s garden” I am the servant of
the mumficent God, nounshed from of old by lus bounty , whether I
possess any virtue or not, yet I look for the mercy of God  Although 1
have notany worth, neither possess the means of shewing my obedience,
he 15 able to save his servant, although destitute of all other support It
15 the custom that masters should liberate their old slaves O God, who
hast ornamented this world with thy creatures, bestow hberty on this
thine old servant O Sadi, pursue the road to the temple of resignation
O man of God, walk in the path of nghteousness Unfortunate 1s that
person, who turns Ins head from this gate, since he will not be able to
find another ’

TALE XLIX

THEY ashed a wise man which was prelerable, fortitude or liberahity *
He replied. “ He who possesseth Iiberality hath no need of fortitude
(P) It 1s msenbed on the tomb of Bahrém-Gor, that a iberal hand 1s
preferable to a strong arm” Hatm Tai, no longer exists but his
exalted name will remasn famous for virtue to etermty ~ Distribute the
tithes of your wealth n alms for when the husbandman lops off the
exuberant branches from the vine, st produces an increase of grapes
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ON THE EXCELLENCY OF CONTENTMENT

TALE 1

AN Alnewn merdcant at Akeapo mn the quarter occupied by the
dealers b1 liret clothy was rayine O weal hy Sree of there had been
jotice amengit you and we had poneited contemment there woald
have been an end of berrary mthis warld () O contentment
make me nch Sor without thee there s poweallh  Lokmen made chosee
of pstence m retrement  Whetoover hath not patience nesther dath he

poucs philmophy

TALE I

Ix Egypt dwelt two 1em of a nobleman one of whom acquued
fearmiog and the other faned + cafth  the former becatme the most
{eamed man of he tume  and the cther prce of Egyrt. Afteswards
the ch man losked with contempt on bus kearned brather and ad “1
have arrved at monarchy  8nd you have contmued 1n the same state of
porerty " He replied  ~ O brother # behoveth me to be the mote
thaoklul to the dnine Creator smce § have found the whertance of the
prophets that 1s wudom  #nd you have got the portion of Pharaoch and
Hamn orthe kimgdom of Ecypt (7 ) | am the ant, which men tread
under their feet and not the wasp of whose stmg they complan How
shall T cxpress my gratefn) sense of such blersmz that ] am not possented
aof the mesns of appressmg mankmd

TALE NJ

I HEARD of a Darwush who was suffering great dutress from poverty
aod tewnmg patch upon patch but who comforted hmsell with the
followmg verse ' | am contented with stale bread and a coane woollen
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frock, since 1t 15 better to bear the weight of one’s own necessilies than
to suffer the load of obligation from mankind ' Somecbody saidto Iym.
“Why do you sit quiet, whlst such an one 1n this cr'y has a uberal mind
and possesses universal benevolence, being ¢ver willing to assist the prous
and always ready lo com{ort every heart* Il he were apprized of your
condition, he would consider 1t an obligation to satisly your wants
He replied “ Be silent, for 1t 1s better to die of want, than to expose
our necessities to any one, for they have said, that (I’ ) to sew palch
upon patch and be patient 1s preferable to writing a petition to a great
man for clothing  Of a truth 1t 1s equal to the torments of hell to enter
mto Paradise by the help of onc’s neighbour *

TALE IV

ONE of the kings of Persia sent a shilful physician to Mustafa upon
whom be peace! He had been some years in Aiabia without any one
having come to make trial of his skill, neither had they applied to him
for any medicne One day he came to the prince of prophets, and
complaned, saymg “ They sent me to dispense medicines to your
companions, but to this day no one hath tal.en notice of me, that I might
have an opportunily of performing the service to which 1 had been
appointed ”  Muhammad replied It 1s a rule with these people never
to eat until they arc hard-pressed by hunger, and to leave off eatng,
whilst they have a good appetite” The physician said  “ This 1s the
way to enjoy health ” He then made his obeisance, and departed (P )
The physician begms to speak when evid would result from his silence,
either when there 15 eating o evcess or when death might ensue from
too much abstinence Then doubtless his speech 1s wisdom and such
a meal will be productive of health

TALE V

A CERTAIN man having made many vows which he broke, a venerable
personage said to im  “ I know that you make it a practice to eat a
great deal, and that your nclnation to restrain your appetite 1s weaker
than a ham, whilst your appetite 1 the manner you .ndulge st woould
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bieak a cham buta day may come when this mtemperance may devtroy
yoy Somebody paumhed a wo fcwhelp wheh wh n full grown tore
ha marter to preces

TALE VI

In the anrali of Ardetir B bhalan it recorded that he asked an
Araban phys cin wit quantiy of foad ourht to be eaten i the coune
of aday  He answered that the wemht of one hundred drami way
suffoent  The kimy asled what strencth conld be demed (rom 10 small
asquantity The phy:cantepled  Thu quanuty is swfcient (o support
you and whatever mote you eat youmusteary (7)) We eat to live
and prane Ged  you beliere that you hve taent

TALE VIl

Tuo Darwishes of Khuiasan, who had entered nto stnct mtimacy
travelled topether one who wat infitm would fast for two days and the
cther who was 1obust 1y dto ext three tmmes a day  Ithappened that
they weze seized atthe pale of a cty on asproon of bemg spies were
both confined in the same toom, #nd the doot cloted up weh mud  Alter
a lortmght # way discorered that they were innocent  On openmy the
door they found the stronp man dead and the infrm one alne  They
wete astoanhed at the c reumtance  but a philosopher sad that the
contrary would have been more wonderful for the one who was a great
exter was not able (o suppart abitmence  and the other who was weak
having his body 1n subpection  and bemg wsed to fasting  had happily
escaped (7 ) A perron who has accustomed himsell to eat sparngly
when difficulty occurs bearsat easily  butof 1n ime el prospertty he has

Deen used to pamper hmsell when he meets with distress he sinks
under 1t

TALE VIl

A CERTAIN wise man admonshed his son against eating lo excess
beeause vepletion occasions wickness  The son amwered O father |
hunger killeth, and have you not heard the saying of the sages thatst i
beitsr to die of excess than to wu fertne panys of hunger  The father
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replied . “Be moderate, for God hath said * [* Eat ye and drink, but not
to excess '] (P ) Eat not so much as to cram yourself up to the throat,
neither so httle that you should die of weakness  Although food 1s the
means of sustaining life, yet when taken to excess, it becomes injurious
I{ you eat conserve of roses without mnclination 1t 1s pernicious but dry

bread aflter fasting 1s as delicious as conserve of roses ”’

TALE IX

THEY asked a sick man, what his heart desired? He replied “Only
this, that it may not desire anything” () When the stomach 1s
oppressed, and the belly suffering pain, there is no benefit i having all

other matters in perfection

TALE X

A BUTCHER m the city of Waisit, to whom the Sufis had contracted
some debts, was every day importuning them for payment, and made
use of very harsh language The society was much distiessed at his
reproaches, but had no remedy besides patience A holy man of their
fratermity said  “ It 1s easter to satisly the appetite with a promuse of food,
than to put off the butcher with a promise of payment (£ ) Itis better
to relinquish the favour of the great man than to suffer violence from
his porter It 15 better 1o die for want of meat than to endure the

importunities of the butcher

TALE X1

A CERTAIN gallant man was grievously wounded 1n an evpedition
agamnst the Tartars  Somebody said ““Such a merchant has an unguent,
of which perhaps he might give vou a little were you to ash 1t?” The
merchant was notorious for his parsimony (P ) If the sun had been on s
table instead of bread no one would have seen Irght m the world until the
day of judgment  The gallant man replied “If I ash {or the unguent 1¢
15 uncertain whether he will give 1t or not, and if he shouid give it, the
eflect 1s doubtful  On every account to ask of such a man 1s a deadly

»
poison

{

(

c
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(P) Thatwhxh you obtam by entreaty from mean peopie may benebt
the begy but 1t 1njures the soul and the sageshave sud  “ [ the water
of mmortality for example, was to be sold m exchange for teputation, the
wise man would not purchase it for an honourable death 15 preferable
to a dugraceful hife If youeat colocynth from the hand of a knd
man, 1t 13 preferable to a sweetmeat grven by one who has a crabbed
counienance

TALE Xl

A CERTAW learned man who had & large faily to support, with
very scanty measns, represented hit cate lo & great man, who entertained
alavourable opinion of hmn  He duapproved of the appli deeming
1t unworthy of a man of spimit (") When you are dbsatusfied wth your
fortune approach not your dearest fnend or you wall turn hu pleasure
wto sorrow  When you expose your duttess presene a Lvely and
wnifing appearance he never (atls in hu puruit, who maintains a joyful
countenance

It 1 sard that the great manmcreased his penmon a httle but
treated hum with less respect than formerly  After some time percerving
his dmmution of affection, he sad () [ Esil 1s that food which
you obtain m the time of dutress the keitle 15 indeed upon the heerth
but your reputation 18 diminplied  He increased my bread and lessened
my homonr it 1 better to be destitute of means than to suffer the dngrace
of solic:tation

TALE XII

A DARWISH havmg a presmg want, somebody said to hym  * Such
an onc has mconcevable wealth, and were he apprized of your condiion
he would not suffer any delay to happen in supplying you  He
answered I do not know him  The other sid "1 will conduct
you  and, takmg hold of hus hand, shewed the way to bn house.  The
Darwnh on beholdmg one utting, who had a hanging Lip and a severe
countemance, sard nothung, but retumed  The other asked what he had
done Hereplied "I gave hus bounty 1n exchange for bis vyt
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() Expose not your want to one of a sour countenance, {or you will

be distressed by his ill-nature  If you disclose the sorrows of your heart
»

to any one, let 1t be to him whose pleasait countenance will assme you

prompt payment

TALE XIV

THERE happened one year such a drought at Alexandna that men
could not support 1t with patience , the doors of heayven were shut aganst
the earth, and the lamentations of all creatures reached the sky ()
There was neither bird, beast, fish, nor msect, which had not sent up ns
petitions to heaven It 1s wonderf{ul that the smoke of the aspirations from
the hearts of all creatures should not have collected 1n the form of clouds

and their tears been converted into an nundation of 1an

In such a year an hermaphrodite (far be such an one from ow friends!)
as using words to describe him 1s contrary to good breeding, specially mn
polite company , but at the same time, 1t 1s not proper to pass him over in
silence, because some people might impute it to the ignorance of the
relator  Therefore I shall abridge my meaning in the following verses
From a little we judge of much, a handful 1 a sample of an ass-load
(P ) If a Tartar should hill that hermaphrodite no one could require his
blood 1n retaliabon, How long will he continue to resemble the brdge at
Baghdad, which has water runming under, whilst men are passing over 1t?
This person of whom I have given some descriplion, was at that ime
possessed of immense wealth amongst the needy he distributed gold
and siver, and. provided a table for the entertainment of travellers. A
company of Darwishes, peushing with want, were mclined to have
accepted Jus invitation, and came to ash my advice I dissuaded them
from therr inchination, and smd  (”) ** The lion will not cat the dog’s
lzavings although he should perish with hunger 1 s den  In the
nicsent case, submit to the pangs and cravings of hunger, and hold not
up your hand to implore chanty from a mcan wretch.  If a man destitute
of vintue <hould equal Fandun mn wealth and power, yet account lim
nobodv  The vanepated ik and fine lincn on the bacl of a blockhead

are {fapus lazul and gold on & wall
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TALE XV

-

THEY asked Hatm Té11f he had evir s2en or heard of any pervonin
the world more noble-minded than humsell  He replied  One day
alter having sactificed forly camels 1 went long with an Arab chief to
the skirt of a desert, where [ saw a labourer who had made vp a
bundle of thons, whom 1 asked whyihe did not go to the feast of
Hitm To, to whose table people web repairmg m crowds? He
apswered (1) “ Whoseever eateth brea! from his own labour will
not submitto be under obligation to Hium Tay 1 consdered this
m1n as my sup rior i generonty and liberafty

TALE XVI

Mosts the prophet upon whom be peace v = darwuh, whe, for
want of clothes had hidden humself in the sand  He «dv = O Moses
mmplore God to bestow on me substence for 1 abpenshing i dutren,
Moses prayed and God granted him anutance A3me days after when
Mores was retuming from performing his devnz*u ke saw the Darwut
apprchended and a crowd of peopl gatheredAuad hem  Oa inquinng
what had happened to hum, they replied  “Hving drunk wine 1c wage
a dinturbance and killed a man now they arg0nE 10 ex3ct retalation.
(P ) TIf the poor cathad winp she weuld pot leave & Farrow s cgg
the world  of the donbey pessenn~d the 1wo hors of tke cow he would
not have allowed amy persan 10 s1and near hra and u & mean wretch
shonld happen to get mto power h would TO2¢ insalent and twist
the hands of the weak. (Moges wclnow ledsd the wi dom of the Creator
of the Unnerse and atked parde- tor s Bofdness .rq\nnnv she
following verse of the hurin  ff God were 1o open trs stores of
subsutence for hr senants. of 3 truth they would tebel on the carth
Ovam man what hatt fhcedme to precgtate thvae faalo destruchion”
A% ould that the ant fiad not beea able to fy')

\When a mean wretch obtacs pro=stion aad wealty, of a trota [
requires a thump on the head 1 not thy the adage of & tage” Dorese
b ter for the ant not to base wmps  Our b avesly (ather bath heny
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TALE XIX

1 NE\'ER.cnmphined of the vicinitudes of fortune nor murmured at
the ordinances of Heaven, excepling once when my feet wete bare
ard | had not the means of procuning myself shoes 1 entered the
great mosque at Kofah with a heavy heart, when [ beheld a man wio
had no feet | offered up prase and thanksgrvioy to God, for his
bounty and bote with patrence the want of shoes () A broiled
fowlin tlie eyes of one who bas satwfied his sppetite, is of less
eslimation than a leafl of salad on adish buat to him who hath
not the means of procuring food a broiled tumip is equal to a

‘ brolled fowl

.

TALE XX

A CERTAIR kg attended by some of his prineipal nobiity on a
hunting tarty in the winter was bemghted at a long dutance from
any town Having ducovered the cottage of a peasant, the king
mid " Let us gothere for the mght, that we may rot suffer ncomve-
nlence (rom the cold * One of the courtiens replied  “ It {s beneath
the dignlty of a monarch to take shelter In the cottage of 8 mean
resant we will pitch m tent on this spet, and light a fire  The
peasant befng apprzed of ke circumitacce prepared such food as he
could provide, which he brought, and presented to the king and

Abung the earth fud: " The Sultdns hgh dignuty wifl not suffec
Fany degradation by tlas condercennion  but these gentlemen ate rot
willmg that the peagant s humble state stould be exalted.  The Lirg
arproved ¢f hus speech and pussed the oight nthe cottage  Iw the
mornirg, he bestowed on the peatant & diets and meney  1leatd that
he accompanied the Ling s stirmup a fewe paces, and wa'd (£) “The
Lmgs dignity and spdendour kave ot suffered any diminution by
by condercensron 1n suflericg himse!l 10 Le entertamed under the
Seauants recl but the cormer of the nutcs cap  has been
culted 1o the nn by ieh 2 merarch bavrg oventadewed ha
head?
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TALE XXI

THEY tell a story of a horrnble mendicant, who was pSssessed of
cons.derable wealth A certan Ling said to him. ‘It appcars that
you are exceedingly nich, and as I have a pressing demand, if you
will assist me with a small sum out of your wealth, by way of loan,
when the public finances are 1n a flourishing state, 1 will repay you”
He rephed “It does not suit the high drgnity of the Lord of the
world to soil the hand of ambition with money belonging to such a
beggar as myself, who has collected it gram by grain” He replied
“Don t distress yourself on that account, as I shall pay 1t away to the
Tartars  (Filthy things are fit for those who are Impure They say
that dung does not make clean plaster, and we answer that we want
it to stop dirty holes ) If the water of a well belonging to a Chnstian
1s Impure, what signifies this, 1f we use 1t to wash the corpse of a
Jew?’ 1 heard that he shghted the Ling s command, Degan to dispute,
and to behave with mnsolence  'Whereupon the hing ordered that the

subject of disputation shou'd be talen from him with violence and
reproach

(P ) 'When an affair cannot be accomphshed by Lhind treatment, 1t
becomes necessary to effect 1t by harshness

When a person 1s not ready to contribute of himself, 1t 1s proper
that some one stould force him

TALE XXII~
N

I sAw a merchant who possessed one hundred and ffty camels
laden with merchandize and ffty slaves and servants One mght
in the(lsland of Kish, he entertamed me in his own apartment, and
durmg the whole mght did not cease talhing foolshly, saymg, “I
have such and such properly in Turkistén and such goods m Hindustan,

these are the title-deeds of such a piece of giound, and for this

matter, such an one 1s security ” Sometimes he would say. “Ihave

an inclnation to go to Alexandia, the air of which 1s very pleasant;’
then agam, “No, I will not go, because the Mediterranean Sea 1s

boisterous O Sadi, I have another journey contemplation, and

\
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after | have performed that 1 will pass the remamder of my Ife 1n
retirement,®and leave off trading I asked What Joumey It was
He rephied "I wantto carry Perman brimstone to China, where |
have heard it bears & very h'gh price  from thence I will transport
Chmaware to Greece  and take the brocades of Greece to India  and
Indian steel 1o Aleppo the glisrware of Aleppo I wall convey to
Yemen, and from thence go with strped cloths to Persia after wh.ch
1 will leave off trade, and st down in my shop He spole 8o much
of this foolshness, that at length, belng quite exhausted he sad
“0O Sad,, relate also tomething of what you have seen and heard
Treplied (P)  “Have younot heard that once upon a tune a chief
ashe was travelimg In the desert of Ghur fell from his camel” He
sud that the “covetous eye of the worldly man is either satuGed through
contentment or will by filled with the earth of the grave

TALE XXINI

1 HEARD of a cer*a’n rich man, who was as notorious  for parsunony
as Hétim Téi for liberality Hu external form was adormed with
wealth, but the meanness of hw disposition was so radicated that he
never gave even & loaf of bread to auny one he would oothave
bestowed a serap on the eat of Abu Hurawa nor thrown a bone to
the dog of the compamons of the cave In short, no one ever saw
his door open nor hu table spreed A Darwsh never knew hn
victuals, excepting by the smell no brd ever picked up wny crumbs
Jhat fell from bu table Theard that he was emling on the Mediter-
"apean Sea towards Egypt, w th o} the pride of Pharaoh 1n hs
imagmahon  according to the word of God  “ until the time that he
was drowned  Suddenly a contrary wmd asailed the shp o the
manner as they have said () “ What can the heart do that 1t may
not accord with your sorrowful dupostion the north wind w not
altways favourable for theshp  Helif ed up the hands of imploration
and uttered meffectusl lamentaions God hath said [* Whea
‘you embark on ships, offer up your prayers unto the Lord, ]
(P) Of what benefit will It be to the servant {n the time of need
to Lft up hus hands in imploration wh.ch are extended durlng prayens
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but when any favour 1s wanted are folded 'under his armgs? Bestow
corcfort on others with silver and gold, and from thence derive also
benefit yourself Know thou, that this edifice of your s will remam
use therefore bricks of gold, and bricks of silver -

They have related that he had poor relations in Egypt, Who were
enriched with the remainder of his wealth At his death they rent ther
old garments and made them of silk and damasks In that same week,
I saw one of them rniding a fleet horse, with an angelic youth running
after im  Isaid () “Alas, if the dead man should return amongst
his tribe and relations, the heirs would {eel more sorrow in restoring s
his estate, than they suffered on account of his death > On the strengtl
of the acquaintarce which had formerly subsisted between us, I pullec
his sleeve, and said (P) “ Enjoy thou, O good man of happ)
endowments, that wealth which the late possessor accumulated to ne
purpose ”’

TALE XXIV

A POWERFUL fish fell mto the net of a debilitated fisherman whe
not being able to hold 1, the fish got the better of him, snatched the
net out of his hand, and escaped (P ) A boy went to fetch water {rom
the river, the flood tide came m, and carried him away The net,
had lutherto always taken the fish, but this time the fish escaped, and
carried away the net A hunter does not carry off the game every day
but he himself may be killed one day

The other fishermen grieved at the loss; and reproached him, ﬂ;?:';
havirg such a fish m his nethe had not been able 1o hold it He rephed’
“ Alas! my brethren, what could be done? Seeing 1t was not my lucky
day, and the fish had yet a day remammg A fisherman without Juch
catcheth not fish in the Tigris neither wall the fish without fate expire on
the dry ground ”’

TALE XXV

ONE who had nerther hands nor feet having killed a millepede, 2
plous man passing by said, “ Holy God! although this had a thousand

feet, yet, when fate overtook him, he could not escape from one destitut¢
AN
/
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of hand 1emy wh
1nd :‘Md fect (P) W "‘[ nhmm the soul copne,
e tres the feet of that moment when he

EDEMY Altacky gy from bd\‘,:""’ to draw the Kutnian boys
XX

I'saw o 1y blockhe r<h drey, and mounted
horze wah e *0d by head g, o1 28 Anb
Sady what ,,ff’“"narabk dress o m:fg::f o
{ rephed “It s M;m’ exeented 4y water ¢old‘m broje
3
g men he gy L3N b:(?n and leating of » calf

uf}h #ad thata b ™e thousand robes of
brute resembles a man exc
2) You €xnomal form O all bus property esta
garment, hus turb yful 10 13%e any thingbut hs blood (N 1f &
bodily {acultrey harpen 1o be poor magine not that his digmty
a0 of noble by bur should a Jew be 40 neh as to dnve a

will be therover threho'd do not on that account esteem hem
golden naj

noble "
TALE XXVII

to s mendicant  Ase you not sshamed to hakd out
A THyery sordid wretch to obtan a gram of miver®  He
Four Bo i i better to atretch out the hand for & gram of miver

Tephied cut off for having stolen a dang and a hatf
than 1

TALE XXV

tell a story of a wrestler who from adverse fortune was teduced
stremity of muwery  With a craving appetite and destitute of
s of sub ce he came camplaming to bus father and requested
1o travel, i perchance by the sirength of hrs arm, he might be able
sccompluh hu wuhes,  Talenws and skill are of no value wthout
ng exhibited they put lignsm alocs on the fire, and rob musk  The
her smid * O ton, get out of your head mpracticable magmations
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and draw back the foot of contentme
sages have said ‘ Riches are not to b
the remedy agamst want 15 to moderat&Y bodily exertion, but
serze the sknt of wealth by force, 1t 1s
of the blind with salve ' “If every hai
hundred accomplishments, they would
unpropitious  What can a strong but unf
fortune 1s better than the arm of strength 7’

skirt of safety, for the
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se when fortune 15

do?® The arm of

The son said “ O father! the advantage
recreation of the mnd, profitable attamnme

to hear strange things, the e hlmhes; "
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Angnotant 1on of a nch man 1 file leather-moey paaneg current in &
pattealar #ty but which i & foreign country no one will recase for
anything

Thudly theb annful porsoa to whom the heans of the vituous are
inchned et a fugh vafue on his company and connder i an honour to
do bum srvice Accordiag to the saying  a hittle beauty 1 prefetable
to great wealth & beautdul penson 15 the balm for & wounded heatt, and
u the key of the Jocked door (') The braunfu) person, wheresorver he
g0¢3 meets with honour and rerpect evan if hu (ather and mother should
turn hum out wath displeasure 1 1aw o peacock o leather 1 the leaves
ofalorin  1said 1 connder this an honour much greater than your
qualty dererves  He teplhied  Be sbent  for whotaeser has beauty
wherever he puts hu foot doth not every otereeene him wath respect®
The son who 18 endowed with clegance snd beauty careth not for hur
fathet s anger “ Hen a rate peatl, fet him not remam in the parent
shell and of a precious peatl every one will be the purchawer

Fourthly A swett snger who with the throat of David arrests the
waters in therr course and suspends the birdsin ther fhght  cons quently
by the power of hu perfection, he captivates the ficarts of mankind n
genera), and the relgions are desirous of assoctatmg with him My
attention 1 engaged m futemng to & sweet vorce  who 15 this beautdfuf
person playmg on the double chard® (P ) How debghiful o a tender
and pluntie voice at the dawvn of dav m the can of those intoxicated
with lovel A sweet voice 1t better than a beautful face for the one
gives sensual delight, and the other mvigorates the sou)

Fulthly The mechanie, who gaim sub by the labour of hi
arm, that his good name may not be disgraced by the want of bread
Accordng to this saying of the wue

(I') *1la mechamic goes n journey from his own aty he sufiers not
difficulty rtor distress, but if the king of Nimruz should wander outof hus
kngdom, he would aleep hungry ~ The abyvementioned qualiies wnich
1 bave cxpluned are the means of affording comfort to the mind m travel
§mg and are the bestowers of sweet delight, but he who dots not poss=s
them will enter the world with vam expectations  and no one will hear hi
pame, ror sec any srgns of hm (7 ) Whomsoever the revolutons of
Heaven 1n malice wfict, the world betrays  The pigeon who 1 not to
sec Iy pest again {ate conducts to the graia and snare




QO GULISIAN [cuap

The son said “ O father, how can I contradict another maxim of the
sages, which says * The necessanes of life are distributed to &ll, yet the
altainment thereof requires exertion, and although misfortune 1s decreed,
1t 1s our duty to shun the way by which it enters (£ ) Although our daily
bread doubtlessly may come to us, yet reason requires that we should
seek 1t out of doors  Although no one can die before it 1s decreed by fate,
you have no occasion to run mnto the jaws of the dragon -

In my present situation, I am able to encounter a furious elephant, and to
combat a devouring hion, and I have besides this inducement to travel, that
I am no longer able to suffer indigence

(P) When a man falls from his rank and digmty, what-
has he more to concern himself about® He 1s a atizen of
the world A rich man repairs at might to his palace, but wheresoever
the darwish 1s overtaken by mght, thatplace 1s his inn ”’  This he said;
took leave of his father, asked his blessing, and departed At his depar-
-ture, he was heard to say ‘The artist to whom fortune 1s not propitious,
goeth to a place where his name 1s not known ® He travelled t1ll he arnv-
ed on the banks of a river, so rapid that stones dashed agamst stones, and
the noise was heard at many miles’ distance It was a tremendous water
1 which even water fow] were not in safety, and the smallest of 1ts waves
would impel a millstone from the shore He saw a number of people
sitting at the ferry, each of whom had a small piece of money, and they
-were mahmmg up therr bundles [or the passage The young man, having
-no money, used supplications, but without effect, they saymg “ You
cannot here commit violence on any one, and if yow have money there 1s
no need of force”” The nhuman boatman laughed at him and turned
away saymg “ You have no money, and you cannot cross the nver by

means of your strength  Of what avail 1s the strength of ten men?® Bring
the money of one”” The young man, mcensed at this sarcasm, wished
1o be revenged on him  The boat had put off, he called cut “If you
w:ll be satisfied with this garment, which I have on my back, I will freely
gwve 1t you ”’  The boatman, baing greedy, brought bach the boat
Covetousness sews up the eyes of the cunning, and covetousness brmgs
both bird and fish mnto the net  As soon as the young man's hands
were 1n reach of the boatman’s beard and collar, he dragged him towards
him, and knocked him down without ceremony ~ One of his comrades
stepped out of the boat to help him, but experlencedﬂsuch rough treatment
that he dessted They both thought it advisable to pacify the young

~
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a0 and compromued wah him fos the fare Whea you see fighting
b peaceable for & peaccable dupontion shuts th doar of coatentien

By wmg sweet words and gentleness, you may | ad an elephant
with a har  Oppese kimdness 1o penverieness the shamp aword will not
cutsoftsdk  In explanatron of whathad happened they fell at b feet
und after bestowing hypotntieal kises on his hand aad face brought
himn wnto the boat, and carmed him sver umil they came to & pallar of
Greasa bullding that stosd 1n the niver when the boatman called out
~ The boat s danger et one of you wha 1 the strong-st and mon
courageour et tpon ths pillar and lay hold of the boat s rope that we
may sase the voisel ° The young mas m the vamty of hu strength, of
rhith he had boasted thaughtless of the offended heart of hu enemy pad
no altention to this maxim of thesages 1 you have commutted an offence
1owsrds another aand shoull afierwards confer a hundred Lmdae s=s
thak pot that he will forget to relaliate upen thee that sogle offence
Tor the arrow may Le extracted from the wound but the sens of tajury
stifl rankles 10 the heart! () What excellent advice gave Yaktath ta
Rhnttash! “ U you n ve 1enatebed yous enemy do not connider yoursell
nfe  When {rom your hand the heast of apother hath suffered mpury
<xp-ct not to be frec from aFliction thyself  Fliag not a stone sgamst the
walls of a cartle, lest perchance a stone may be thrown at you from the
<astle  As soonm as he had gathered the rope tound hus arm and had
reached the top of the pillar the boatman smatehed the rope out of ha
hand and drove forward the vessel  The helplers young man remained
astonnhed  for two days he suffered much dutress, and underwent great
hardstup  the thud day sleep overpowered him and flung him mto the
nver  After a day and a mght he reached the shore with some small
vemams of e He fed on leaves of 1rees and roots of gram, unti} he
had romevchat recruited hus strength, when he bent his course to the desert,
and arnved thirsty and hungey and fame, at a well  He saw a number of
p-ople gathered round 1t who were dnnkmg a dfaught of water fora
small piece of money the young man having no money besseched them
for water which they denying, he attempted to obtam 1 by force, but 1n
vam he knocked some of them down and beat them They at lenpth
overpowered hm beat ham unmeraifully and wownded ham

('} A swarm of guaty will engage an clephant, notwathstandmg all
hu strength and valour  The htthe ants, when they meet with an oppor~
tumty will stoip off the skin of the fere lian —Sick and wounded, he fell
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in with a caravan, which from necessity he followed In the evening the}:
armived at a place that was infested with robbeis  He saw the people of
the caravan trembling through fear, and looking as .f they expected to die
He said “ Be not afraid, for I am ore amongst you, who will encounter
fifty men, and other men will support me” The men encouraged by his
boasting, rejoiced at being in his company and they suppled him with
victuals and drink  The cravings of the young man’s appetite being very
powerful, he ate and drank so much that at length the inner demon was
quieted, and, bemng overpowered with fatigue, he fell asleep An old
experienced man, who had seen the world, and was m the caravan, said"
“ O companions, I am more afraid of your guard than of the robbers, for
they tell a story of an Arab, who, having collected together some money,
would not sleep alone m his house, for fear of bemg robbed by the
Luriyan, but got one of his friends to stay with him, from the apprehen-
ston he had of bemgalone He stayed with him several mghts, but as
soon as he got intelligence of the dirams, he seized them, and made off
The next morning, they saw the Arab despoiled and lamentng They
ashed what can be the matter, excepting that the thieves may have stolen
your money ? He replied ‘ By God, not they, but the person who was
the guard I never thought myself secure from the serpent, because I
knew his disposiion’ A wound from the teeth of an enemy 1s most
severe, when 1t 1s given under the semblance of friendship How do you
know, my friends, but that this young man may be one of the thieves,
who by stratagem has mtroduced himself amongst us, mn order that, when
he finds an opportunity, he may give mtelligence to his comrades? My
advice therefore 1s ths, that we leave him asleep, and depart” The
advice of the o/d man was approved by lus juniors, and as they were
suspicious of this strong man, they took up ther baggage, and, leaving
him asleep, departed The young man, when the sur shone on his
shoulders, lifted up his head, and discovered that the caravan was departed
He wandered aboutca long time without bemng able to find the road
Thrsty, and without food, he laid his head on the ground, n a style of
despondency “ Who will converse with me now that the yellow
camels are departed? A traveller has no friend besides a traveller He
i1s the readiest o distress a traveller, who has not himself experxenced the
difficulties of traveling”  He was uttering this senlence, when the hing's
son baving lost his attendants m pursuit of game, happening to come 0
the spot, overhcard him, and seeing lum of a good appearance, and
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dutressed encumstances asked from wheace he was and how he came
there  He gave a thont aceaunt of what had befaflen him  and tie
fing s son, comparsionating hm bestowed on bim a garment, and money
and otdered & trusty perien to accompany him and see him safe o hn
awn oty The father was veporced at the wight of him, and thanked
God for his rale teturm At mght he 1elated 1o hn father what had
happened m the boat, of the violence of the baatman, and of the peasants
and the treachery of the caravan  The father smd “O soaf did § not
tell you, at the trme of your departure that the 1reng but poor man has
has hand ted and that bis foot, though resembling the paw of a lI;on
broken? What an excellent saymg w0 that of the needy gladiater A
grain of gold 13 worth more then fifty pounds of strength The son
replied " O father! of a truth, without encountermg difficully  you
cannet acquire riches and without endangenng your Ife you cannot
gun the victory over your encmy  and without sowing seed, you cannot
filf your barm

“ Don t you percene that, m return for the Dittle dustress that 1 suflered
how much wealthl have brought with m  and for the stmg that [ endur
od, whata stock of honty Lha eacquued (7 ) Although we cannot
enjoy more than Providence has assigaed uy, we ougat not to be negligent
n sequang it If the diver were to think of the jaw of the crocodie
he would never getin b posseasion precious pearls  The lower millstone
dors not move, and therefore sustains a great waght  What food can a
ravenous lion find 1n hiv den® What game can be taken by a hawk that
eannot fly? If you wait in your houte for prov.sions your hands and feet
will become as thin as those of & spider The father sad “ O son,
Heaven has befrieaded you this ume and good fatune has been your
guide, #0 that you have been able to pluck the rose from the thom, and
to exiract the them {rom your foot and a great man met with you
pitied and enrched you, and healed your broken conditon  But such
instances are rare ard we ought not to expect wqider.  The huater
dath not always catry of the game perchance hrmstll may one day
brcome the prey of the tigsr  In ke manner 1t happened 1o ove of
the kings of Persa, who possesung a ring set with & valuable jewe)
went once on a party of pleasure with some of hu partscular assoeumtcs
> Musalld-r-Shirdz, a d ordered that they should fix the nng oa the
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dome of Azud, w.th a proclamation, that whoevei shot an arrow through
the crclet of it, should have the ring [t charced there were at that
time fow hundred experienced archers attendirg him, whose arrows ak
missed but as a boy was playing on the terrace roof of the monastery,
and shooting lus arrows at random, the morming breeze conducted one
of them through the ring The prize was bestowed on him, together
with other nch gfts  After this, the boy burnt his bow and arrows,
and on their asking him why he had done so, he replied, “that
this my first repute may be lasung 7 (£) It may happen that the
prudert counsel cf an enlightened sage does not succeed, and it may
chance that an unshilful boy, through mistake, hits the mark with his

arrow

TALE XXIX.

I saw a Darwish, who, having seated himself 1n a cave, had given up:
wordly sociely, regarding neither kings nor princes (£ ) Whoroever be-
comes a beggar, will be in want aslong ashelives  Forsale covetousness,
and reign as a monarch, for the neck cf the contented man 1s exalted

A certain king of that country nt.mated that, relying on lus benevolence
and humane dispos tion, he was mnclined to hope that he would condescend
to partake of his bread ard salt The Shaikh consented the acceptance
of such mvitations bemg conformable to the custom of the prophet.
Another time, when the king went to visit him, he arose, ard embraced
the monarch, and shewed him kindness When the Ling was gone, one
of the Shaikh’s campanions observed, that such condescension towards
the king was contrary to rule, and asked what it meant He replied -
“ Have you not heard the saymg (P ) < At whosoever’s table you sil,
you ought to shew him respect’? The ear may pass through hife without
listening to the sound of the drum, the flute, and the harp ; the sight may
abstain from the pleasures of the garden, the smell may be vigorous
witl out the rose and the rasrin, if the pillow 1s not stuffed with feathers,
sleep may be obtained with a stone under the head; and'if one has not
his mustress for a bed-fellow, he mray hug himself mn his own arms, but
the vile belly, when the intestines begin to grumble, has not patence
for anythirg ”’
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CHAPTER IV

ADVANTAGES OF TACITURNITY

TALE 1

1 sA1D 10 one of my fuends “ Uhave mysell determmed to obsene
silence, becawe n converation thete frequemly happens both good and
il and the eye of an enemy obrves only that which 15 bad He
replied  “O brother  he 13 the best enemy who dacs not tce the good
(7 ) To the mmical eye virtue 14 the greatest blemnh  Sadiu radeed o
rose but in the eyes of husensmwesh appeans a thorn  The brother of
entny never panseth by one who 1 virtuous without accunng bum of
falsechood and vamglory  {The splendour of the o1b the {ountain of hight
which ilumines the wetld, appears d m 10 the eye of the mole )

TALE U

A MERCHANT having suSered a Jass of a thousand dindrs saxd to his
sott “ You must oot mention this matter to any one  He amwered
O father 1t 1 your command, and therelore T will not speak  but pray
tell m whatns the us of keeping it secret®  He replied ™ [a order that
we may ot swulfer two mifortunes nne, the foss of the money and
the other the reproach of our neighbours (') [mpart not your sorrow to
yourcaemies for they will exclaim God avert the evill at the game
time that they wll rejoice at it

TALE 11

A SENSIBLE young man, who had made conudenable progress in
Jearung and vitue was at the 1ame tme 1o discreet that he wonld
1 the company of Jearned men wathout ultenng a word  Orce hus father
sad to him My ton, why do you not alto ray somethung of what you
koow?' Hereplied I fear best they should question me about something,
of which I amygnorant, whereby [ should wuffer stame
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(P ) ““ Have you net heard of a Sufi that was driving some nails into
his sandals, when an officer, laying hold of his sleeve, said YCome and
shoe my horse ”’ Whilst you are silent, no one has any business with you,
but when you speak, you must be 1eady with your proofs

TALE 1V.

A MaN, famous for his learning, happened to have a dispute with an
mfdel, and finding that argument had no effect, he gave up the contest
and retired  Somebody said “ How happens 1t that you, who possess
so much superionty m learming, virtue, and wisdom, are not a match for
this mfidel >’ He rephed “ My learning 1s the Kuran, the traditions of
the prophet, and the doctrines of the fathers, which he will nesther 17ear
nor believe, and what use 1s there m my listening to his blasphemy ? /To
him who will not be convinced by the Kurdn and the tradxtxon,\the

proper answer 1s, not to answer him

TALE V

GALEN, on seeing a blockhead lay hold of the co'lar of a wise man
and disgrace him, said: “‘If this man had been really wise, matters would
not have come to this pass with the igndrant () Strife and contention
will not happen between two wise men, and a wise man will not contend
with a blockhead Il an 1gnorant fellow 1n his brutality speaks rudely, the
wise man will answer him with milduess  Two wise men will not break
a hair, 1t 1s the same case between an obstinate person and one of a mild
chsposition , but 1l they are both 1gnorant, they will break a chamn ”

TALE VI

SAHBMWN-I-WYIL has been considered as unrivalled m eloguence,
insomuch that if he spoke before an assembly [or the space of a year he
did not repeat the same word twice, and 1if the same meaning recurred he
exoressed 1t m a different form, and this 1s one of the qualifications for a
courtier (P} Although a discourse be captivating and sweet commanding
behet and admrration, yet when you have once delivered it, repeat it not
azam, for hen you have oncz caten sweetmeats 1t 1s enough
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TALE VII

1 HOWRDA ngeray trstnoon caafest ihsoxaigio 2ac  ex epling
he who bepms spralmg walitaroth-t ntaling 813 b fore the ducoune
sended (1) “O wite man, a discourse hatha commencement and a
conchmen  Confound not ane discours with anoher A manof vmue
mdgment, and prudence speaks nat uatil there o silence

TALE VIl

Somt of the sertants of the Sultta Mavaod aveed Hasny Mumadh
what the Ling had sud to hun about & certain affar He anwwered
“ Are you sha acguuasted wtht?  They replied ™ You are the pnme
mumutet of the empire, whatever th kiag says 10 you, he do 3 not think
proper to tell to tuch penions sy we are  He replied “ He tells 1t me
1 confidence, that | will not declare 1t 1o any one, why th o do you ask
meT (") The woe man tells not what he Loows st 11 not prudent to
sport with one s head by revaaling th kiag s secrets

TALE IX

1 was hentating about concludmg & barzaia for a howe whena Jew
d | amsnold houscholder mthat quirter wnguire of me the d serp
tron of the howe, and buy it, for thas no fault T rephed “ Exeeptng
that you are oot of the naghbours. (') A hour from brmg in your
saghboarhood would be worth ten dinans of bad comn  but we may
entertam hopes that afier your death 1t ray feich a thourand

TALE X

A CERTAIN po~t went to the chisf of a gang of robbers and recited
verses m hs prase He ordered him to be strpped of hus clothes and
explled the willage  The dogs attacking hms m bis rear he wanted to
take up some stones, but they were frozen to the ground  This dustressed,
hesaid “What avil set of men are thee who let loose ther dogs
and fusten therr stones.”  The chuef having heard him from a window
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laughed and said “ O wise man, ask a boon of me” He answered:
“T want my own garmentif you will vouchsafe to bestow 1it, a man
entertains hope {rom those who are virtuous I have no expectation
from your virtue, only do me no mjury We are satisfied with your
benevolence in suffermg us to depart”” The chief of the robbers took
compassion on him, ordered his garment to be restored, and addedto
it a robe of fur, together with some dirams

TALE XI

AN ASTROLOGER entered his own house, and seeing a stranger sitting
n company with his wife, abused him, and used such harsh language that
a quarrel and strife ensued A shrewd man being apprized thereof,
satd (P ) “ What do you know of the celestial sphere when you cannot
tell who 1s 1n your own house ™’

TALE XII

A PREACHER, who had a detestable voice, but thought he had a very
sweet one, bawled out to no purpose  You would say the croaking of
the crow of the desert was the burden of his song, and that the following
verse of the Kuran was intended for him  “ Verily, the most detestable
of sounds 1s the braying of an ass” When this ass of a preacher
brayeth 1t makes Persepolis tremble  The people of the town on account
of the respectability of his office, submitted to the calamity and did not
think 1t advisable to molest him, until one of the neighbouring preachers,
who secretly was 1ll-disposed towards him, came once to see hm and
said “I saw a dream, may 1t prove good"’ Heashed = What did you
see ?”’ He replied “I thought you had a sweet voice, and that the people
were enjoying tranquillty from your discourse” The preacher after
reflecting a little on the subject said  * What a happy dream this 1s that
you have seen, which has discovered to me my defect m that I have an
unpleasant voice, and that the people are distressed at my preaching |
have vowed that m future I will read only in a low tone () The
company of friends was disadvantageous to me because they look on my
bad manners as excellent, my defects appear to them shill and perfection,
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and my thom u regarded as the toie and thepumm  Where v the
enemywath an mpudent and prercing eye who shall porit out my fault?
A peron whore dedeet 1 oot shewn ceniders that defeet to be sLill out of
Ignonance

TALE XHI

A CEVTAIN petron who perlormed pram the ofice of muarzm m the
mosque of Sanjimyah had such a sorce a9 dngusted all who heard »
The mtendant of the morque sn Amu a rood humane man, bemg
uowifling to offend lum, 1d My Jad, thn mosque has muazzng of
\ong standing each of whom hay & montt ly stipend of fe dinuts pow 1
will fne you Lo dmars to ga o snather place  He agreed to thy
froporal and went away  Some time after he came to the Amir and
1ad O my lord, younpned me wn rending me away from this station
for ten dmars lor where § went they will mive me twenty dmans to remove
to another place, 10 which | have not conented ™ The Amir Laughed
and said ™ Tale eare, don t accept of the offer for they may be walling
to gne you ffty (I’) Noone with a mattock can so eflectually scrape off
clay from the face of a hard stone as your ducordant voice harows
up the sou] ™

TALE X1V

A MAN with a disagreeable voice was reading the Kuran aloud, when
a holy man pasuing by asked what was his moenthly supend  He ans
wered ™ Nothing at all  He resumed * Why then do you take 40
much trauble” He repled ¥ read for the ake of God  The ather
rejoned: “ For God s sakedo not read  (P) for if you read the Kurdn
n this manter you will destroy the spkndour of lilamum
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CHAPTER V

OF LOVE AND YOUTH

TALE I
THEY asked Haman M di “How b W that Sultin

Mahmud, having such a number of handsome dlaves remarkable for their
exgunite beputy has not such regard and affecton for any one of them
as for lydz, who has nothmg extraordinary m bu appesrance?” He
replied @ Whatever affects the heart appears beautful 10 the sght  (2)
On whomsoever the Suhfn places his affections, although he doth
everythmng that s bad yet he will appear seemly  And him whom the
kmg repects not one of the houschold will caress (1) Should any one
look unfavourably on another the beawty of Joseph would appear
deformity and of he casteth the eyes of denire an & demon he will seem
o cherub i hs sight

TALE 1¥

THEY tell of a certain great man who having a very beautdu! slave,
for whom he entertamed a virtuous affection said to one of hu fnends
" What a pity it 13 that this slave, who 1 handsome, should be rude and
imsolent  He repled “ O brother when you profess fnendshap look
nat for obedhence as between the lover and the mustress, the relationshp
of master and rervant has ceased (P) When the master plays and laughs
with hs besutiful handmaid what »n the wonder if she coquets tn her
tum and he bears the burden of her blandshments like n slave? The
slave ought to be employed m carymg water and makmg bcks he who
s pampered becomes uolent

TALE III

1 sAw a religious man so captivated by the beauty of a youth, that
his secret became public, msomuch that he suffered reproach and uneas
nem however he did not relmquuh attachment andsaid (P) [ will
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not quit the skirt of your garment, although you yourself shou'd smite me
with a sharp sword, besides thee I have neither asylum nor defepce to
you alone can I flee for refuge * Once I reproved hum, and said “ What
has happened to your excellent understanding, that mean imnclmnations
should have been able to overpower 1t?’ Alter reflecting a short time,
he replied (P) “ Wherever the king of love cometh the arm of piety
hath not power to resist im  How can that poor wretch be clean who
has fallen up to his nech 1 a quagmire?”

TALE IV

A CERTAIN person, having lost his heart, abandoned himself to despair
The object of his affection bemmg a place of danger, a whirlpool, not a
morsel with which you could hope to graufy the palate, not a bird that
would fall into the net —When your sweetheart will not look at your
gold, that metal and earth appear alike m your sight —His friends
besought him to relinquish this vain 1magmation, many besides himself
being serzed with this hopeless 1dea, and held in captivity by 1t  He
lamenting said  (P.) “ Desire, my friends, not to admonish me, since my
destiny depends on the will of another Warriors kill their enemies by the
strength of therr hands and shoulders, but those who are beautiful destroy
therr friends —It 1s not consistent with the laws of love through fear of
death to relinquish our attachment to our mustress (£ ) You who seek
your own ease cannot be true m the game of love If you cannot obtam
access to the object of your affectron, friendship demands that you should
die m the pursmt (I persist; because no other course remains, even
though my adversary covers me with wounds from a sword,or an arrow )
If I should be able I will seize her sleeve, otherwise I will go and expire
at her threshold ”* His relations, who wished him well, and pitied his
condition, gdmmrstered‘asdvlce, and fettered him, but without any benefit
(P ) Alas' the physician prescribes aloes, whilst that sensualist requires
sugar Have you heard what a mistress whispered to one who had lost
his heart? As long as you mamtam your own digmty, of what value shall
I appear n your eyes?”’ They nformed the king’s son, who was the
object of his attachment “That there frequents this place, a young man of
amiable manners and conversation, from whom we hear brilhant discourses
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and wonderful sallies of wit  but we apprehend that he has insamty
bus head, and that hus heart is wnflamed, for he has the appearanc of
bemg dutractedly m love” The prince who knew hmmaelf,to be the
obeet of the young man » attachment, and that he had raued thu dust
of alamty galloped hus horse towards han - When the youth saw that
the Prince intended to approach him, he wept, and sad (P} The
penon who nflicted the mortal wound 13 agam coming towards me
thould seem that hn heart compassranateth him whom he hath slam
Notwithstandmg, the prince shewed hrm great kmdnens and asked “From
whence come you what 18 your name, and what professon do you
follow? The youth was so d m the profaundity of {riendshrp
and attachment, that absolutely he was not able to utter & word

(") Although you know the seven portions of the Kuran by heart
when you become dntracted with love, you will not remember your
alphabet The prncesaid  Why do you not speak to me, who am
numbered amongst the Darwishes nay am devoted to them service?
Being at length encouraged by the famibanty of hs friend s ducourse he
ramed up b head {from the pillows of affection andead () “Itn
wonderful how | can exust  when admitted to your presence, and that
Jhaving heard your vorce 1should beable to reply  Having sawd thus,
he uttered an exclamanon and surrendered hus soul to God It would not
be mopnang, if one shonld be killed at the gate of his beloved, but
1t would be astonishing 1f he came there alive and brought back his soul
in aafety

TALE V

THERE was a certam youth of most exquiste beauty to whom hus
tutor through the frailty of human nature, became 30 atvached thathe
peves threatened or rebuked him as he did in the caye of other children,
and whenever he saw hum alone he used to say  (P) My mmd n not
%0 weakly d 1o the lation of your b ly (nce, that [ can
preserve any recollechion of myself [ cannot restran my eyes from
beholding you although I percesve the arrow that comes directly agamst
me. Once the youth sard [ entreat you to give the same aftenton to
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behaviour as you bestow on my studies, and if you should deem any
part of my conduct reprehensible, apprize me thereof, that | may
endeavour to change it ”” He rephed “ O my son, require this of some
one else, for the eyes with which I view you, see nothmg but virtues’”

(P) “The mahgnant eye, which I wish may be torn, out, regards every
virtue as a blemish, butif you have only one iexcellence and seventy
faults, the friend will percerve nothing but that single virtue ”’

TALE VI,

1 REMEMBER that one might one of my dearest friends entered the door
when I was so impatient to receive him, that, n nsing from my seat, the
lamp was extinguished by the sleeve of my garment (P ) There appeared
m a vision, a resplendent form, whose brightness illummed the darkness
ol the mght I was astomshed how my good fortune could have bestowed
such a treasure —He sat down, and began to complam that, at sight of
ham, | had put out the lamp 1 rephed “I thought 1t was sunnse, and
as the wits have said, (P.) If an ugly person should stand before the
candle, arise and smite him 1 the midst of the assembly, but should it
prove to be one whose smiles and whose lips are sweet, lay hold of her
sleeve, and put out the light ”

TALE VII,

A PERSON who had not seen his friend for a long time said “ Where
have you been, whilst I was so anxious to hear of you” He answered
“It 15 better to'desire than to loathe ™ (P) “You have come late, O
mtoxicated idol, I will not let you escape from me agam quickly Itis
however, better to see a sweetheart aflter mtervals of absence, than to be
satiated with a continuance of her company —The mustress, when she
comes accompanied by my rivals, can only do so to torment me, because
such society must excite envy and contention (When thou comest to
Visit me accompanied by my rivals, although you appear peaceable, yet
your mtention 1s hostile )

(P) “If my mustress associates with my rival only for an mstant, L
shall soon die of jealousy” Smiling, he replied “O Sady, I am the
candle of the assembly, what 1s 1t to me 1f the moth will consume itself ?”’
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T REMEMBER that in former tunct | awsocmted so continually with &
fnend, that we were like o double almend A jommey unexpectedly
happened  When 1 retumned he began to reproach me for having
been o long absent without sendmg & messenger I orephed  “It
scemed dutresimg to me, that the eyes of a messenger should be
enlightened by your countenance, whilst | was depnved of that
happmess, () Tell my old freed not to mmpose & vow upon me,
for 1 would not vow to relingmb bm, pot from the dread of »
sword, | cammot endure the thoughts of any one seeing you to sabety
Agam | say 1t 18 mmpowble for any one to be sahated with your

company

TALE IX.

1 saw a learned man captvated by his attachment for a person, and
submitting with ncredible patience to his molent behaviour  Once, by
way of admomtion, | said to lum ™1 know that there 18 nothing ctimmal
m your attachment to his pervon and that this fnendstup » founded on
p ure virtue, reverthelem, 1t 18 unbecoming the dignity of a leamned man
to expose hmself to ealumny and to suffer msult from rude people ' He
rephed  “ O foend, cense to reproach my destiny for [ have frequently
reflected on the subjct you mention and find 1t easwr to suffer myury
on his accomnt than to relmqush lum  and the sages have said that it 1
easier to reconctle the heart to labour than to refuve your eyes the sght
of a beloved object  (P) Whosoever hath given hus heart to u beloved
object has put hus beard mto the hunds of avother  (2) U he, withont
whom you cannot live shonld commit wolence, you must submit to at.
(1) A deer with a halter round hn neck cannot go where he pleaseth.
One day [ eurdto hm  “ Beware of thu friend, and many tmes smee
bave | mplored forgveness. A lover cannot abstam from the object
of hw affection 1 have placed my heart under her direction, whether
she calls me to her 1 kmdoes, of repcts me with seventy 1t 1 her
Pleasure.
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TALE X,

IN the season of my youth 1t happened, as you know, that I forlned a
strict mumacy with a handsome youth, because he had a meiodious
voice, and a form beautiful as the full moon just appearing above the
horizon —The down of his chin seemed nourished by the water of
immortality , whosoever beheld his sweet lips, tasted sugar-candy It
happened that I discovered something in his behaviour that did not accord
with my disposition, whereupon I quitted his company, and taking up the
pieces from the game of friendship, I said (P ) “Get away and go where
you please, if you will not follow my advice, take your own course ” As he
was departing I heard him say  If the bat does not choose to associate
with the sun, the splendour of the lummary will not thereby be diminished
Having said thus he set out on a journey, and I experienced much
disquietude at the separation. (The opportunity of intercourse was lost
No one knows the value of pleasure until he has suffered adversity )
(P ) Return thou and put me to death, for to die 1n your presence 1s
better than to live in your absence —Howeven, by the blessing of God,
after a time he returned He had lost the melodious voice of David, and
his beauty, that had resembled Joseph, was faded, his chm beimng covered
with dust like the quince, so that the ncomparable splendour of his beauty
was obscured He expected that I should have caught him m my arms,
when, stepping aside, I said. (P ) “At the ume that you flourished m the
flower of youth, you drove away those who wished to behold you, but
now you return m peace, with the lines of manhood in your countenance
The verdant foliage of spring 1s become yellow Put not the kettle on
the hearth, for our fire 15 cooled. How long will your pride and vanity
last? Reflect that the season of your power 1s elapsed Go to him who
wants you, sport yourself with those who are willing to buy you It
has been said that verdure 1s delightful m the garden, and he who says
thus knoweth it, or, m other words, the down on the chm of youth 1s
what we admired, your garden 1s a bed of leeks, which the more they
are plucked out grow the stronger

You departed last year beautiful as a deer but are returned spotted
like a leopard Sadi admires the down of youth, and not haurs like a
packing needle Whether you allow your beard to remam, or pull it
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out, still the season of youth will pass away  If T had such power over
my ybfe a5 you have ever your beard, 1t should never depart until the
day of resurrection T asked him “ What n become of the beauty
of your [ace, that ants are sprang up round the moon?

He smiled and veplied: “1 know not what bhas befallen my face
exceptmg that 1 am m moummg for my departed beauty ”

TALE XI

THEY asked one of the inhabitants of Baghdad his opmion of handsome
youths  He replied “ No good 15 16 be found amongst them as fong as
they appear delicate for then they are msolent  but when they become
rough they are courteous or m other words whilit handsome and delrcate
their behaviour s rude when they become rough they are kind and
frieadly  (P) The youth whilst hu face continues smooth, has  batter
words and a morose diposion when hus beard appears anrd he n
armved at manhood, bre mmes with sooety and cultivates fnendship

TALE XH

THEY asked a learned man  *1If a man s utung m a secret place
with a beautiful gurl, the doors shut, and the nvals asleep, the pasuons
mismed and lut ragmg, a1 the Arabs sy the dates npe and the
watchman not hmdenng, whether he thought his virtue’ would protect
hmm? Hereplisd  “Uhe escapts from the braubful gul, he wall
not escape from slanderers.

(P} “1f the man has not suffered hu p to ha vittue
yeu the susprcsous world will think il of him  One may perchance
restram hes passtons, but he will not be able to curh men 1 tongues

TALE Xill

THEY shut up  ow mn the same cage with a parrot, who dutressed
at the other s ugly appearance, was saymg  “ What 15 thyy detestable
countenance, this odious form, this cursed object with unpoliuhed manners 7
(Thou crow of the daiert! would to God we were as far asunder as the
4nst s from the west ) (P') Whosoever should behold your face when
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he 15 rising, 1t would convert a goodly morning imnto a dark evening Such
an 1ll-fated wretch should have a companion like yourself ; but where ta the
world can your equal be found 2’ What 1s most strange, the crow was
equally distressed by the society of the parrot, and lamenting his fate,
complamed of the vicissitudes of fortune, and, rubbing the claws of sorrow
one agamst the other, was saymg® “ What 1ill luck, what mean fate,
what a reverse of fortune! It suted my digmty to be struttng
on a garden wall iIn company with another crow —It 1s sufficient imprison=
ment forfa holy man, that he should be compelled to associate with
profligates —How far have I sinned, that in punishment thereof my lfe
should be spent 1n company with such a worthless conceited prattler?
(P) No one will approach a wall on which your picture is pamnted  If
you had admuttance into paradise, every one would prefer hell to your
company ”’ I have brought this example to shew that, how muchsoever
men of understanding may despise the ignorant, these are a hundred times
more distressed 1n the company of the wise

(P) A devotee, bemng at a singing party n company with some
profigates, one of the beauties of Balkh said to him “If you are
displeased, don’t look sour, for you are bitter enough to us already In
an assemblage of roses and tulips, you resemble a dry stick placed m the
midst or hke a contrary wind, or ntense coldness, or driven snow or
frozen 1ce ”

TALE XIV

I HAD a friend with whom I travelled many years, we ate our bread
and salt together, and enjoyed the nghts of friendship to an uncommon
degree  Afterwards, on account of some paltry advantage, he suffered
me to be displeased, ard our intimacy ceased But notwithstanding this
difference, thete still subsisted a cordial attachment on both sides, for I
heard that he was one day reciing 1n a company these verses of mme :
“ When my mistress comes with sweet smiles, she adds more salt to the
wound how happy should I be if the tips of her ringlets could fall mto
my hand, hike the sleeve of the liberal man nto the hands of the poor ?”’
A number: of friends who were present praised the verses, not for any
mert that they possessed, but from the generosity of their own dispositions ,
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he extolled them more than any one, and, regreltmg the lon of a long:
established fnendship confess=d that he had bewn to blame  Pereeving
that e way mchin=d to r~coacTianion [ et the ven-vand made peace
with hrn % Way there not' a treaty of Gdelty b tween us, that you
offended m and shev+d m: want of affectro1? | quited aserety and fixed
my h art 01 you, nst suspreting that you woa d 10 1931 hae  changed
But now if you ate mehinsd to p ac, retum andyoushall b d arer to
me than you wer b fore ™

TALE XV

A PrRsoN having aThandiom  wnfe who di 4, betmoher a deerepat
old woman, for the sake of the dower actiled 31 hu howy He was
teased to d ath by her socr-ty but on account of th  dower he had no
remedy for the exil  One of hu acquuatance atked bim how be found
himself sme his s=paration from his d ady biloved wife  H replied
“ Not seemg my wife 13 not 3o dutressng as the sight of her maher
(P) The rose 1 placked, but the thorn remams  They have carned off
the treasure, but the snake remams. It s better to s=¢ ones eye Fxed on
the pomt of & spear than to book at the face of anenemy It 13 beiter
to break off a thousand fnendships than to endure the might of a magle

"

enemy

TALE XVI

1 RECOLLECT that m my youth, as [ was pasymg through a street, [
cast my ryes on & beantfol gul 1t was m the Autumn, when the heat
drred up all mostare from the mouth, and the sultry wod made the
marrow boil tn the bones, so that being unable to support the suns
powerful beams 1 was obliged to take shelter under the shade of a wall
11 hopes that some on  would relieve me from the distrestng heat of
summer and quench my thist with a draught of water  Suddenly from
the shade of the portrco of a house [ brheld a female form, whos. beauty
it s mmpossible for the tongue of eloquence to deseribe  wtomuch that 2t
scemed as if the dawn was 1ong 1 the obscunty of mght, or as if the
water o immortality was tsuing from the land of darkness. She held
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m her hand a cup of snow water, mto which she sprinkled sugar, and
mixed 1t with the juice of the grape I know not whether what I percerved
was the fragrance of rose water, or that she had mfused mto 1t a few
drops from the blossom of her cheek In short, I recewved the cup from
her beauteous hand, and, drinking the contents, found myself restored to
new life {(The thirst of my heart 1s not such that it can be allayed with
a drop of puie water, the sheams of whole rivers would not satisfy 1t )
(P) How happy 1s that forlunate person whose eyes every mornmng
may behold such a countenance He who 1s mtoxicated with wine will
be sober again in the course of the night , but he who 1s mtoxicated by the
cup~bearer, w:ll not recover his senses until the day of judgment

TALE XVII

IN THE same year that Sultan Mahmud Khwdarazm Shah, for some
weighty reason, made peace with the King of Kathay, I entered the
mosque of Kashghar, where I saw a boy of incomparable beauty, and
remarkably elegant n his form, such as those who have been thus described
“ The master perfected you 1n bold and captwvating manners, i tyranny,
blendishment, forwardness, and severity I never saw any mortal possessed
of such beauty, such temper, such stature, and accomplishments, but
you may have been mstructed by a fary’ He held m his hand the
mtroduction to the Syntax of Zamakhshari, and was repeatmg “ Zaid
struck Amr, and became the myurer of Amr” I said “ Young man,
Khwarazm and Kathay have made peace, and does there still continue
the contention between Amr and Zaid?’ He laughed, and asked where
I was born? 1 answered at the blessed town of Shiraz He asked
“ What have you of Sadr’s composttions ?”” I replied m Arabict “1 am
enamoured with the student of syntax who attacks me as furiously as
Zaid does Amr, and 1s so intent on repeating his lesson, that he hifts not
up his head, for how can the disdanful person look upon others?’’ He
replied “The greater part of his verses to be met with 1 this country are
m the Persian language 1if you would repeat some of those we should
more readily comprehend them Speak to men according to their capacity ™
(P) Whist you fix your attention on syntax, our minds are bereft of
Teason, alas, thou ravisher of hearts, I am thinking of you only, and you
are engrossed by Amr and Zaid —Probably some of the caravan had

\
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10)d him that | was Sady for on the moming of our departure | raw him
come , runnmg he shewed kindness and lamented my  departure
ayng ¥ How was 1t that you should have been o long without
tdling me that you are Sadi m order that I mught have rendered
you every semice m my powea? | answered that 1 had not power
to discover myself m his presence  He added  “ What objection can
there be to your remammg here, and favounng uws winh your
company & few diys fon er? 1 teplied  “[ canmot on account
of the followng madent, which once befd me (7 ) 1 saw
m \he mountam a wie min, who haung retived from the world, dwelt
macve [ akmg why he did not frequent the city to relieve hiy mind

he replied  There dwell many of exquutte beanty and where thete 1
much clay the elephants lose therr footing Alter makmg this speech
we mutnally kused, and bid each other adeu  What bencfit n there 1
kusng the cheek of a fnend at the mtant that you are biddmg him
adreu® It 18 bke an apple with one cheek red and the other yellow  If
I dic not of grief on the day that | bid adiew. you will not conuder m

farthful i frneadship

TALE XVIIL

A Darwisit sccompanied me m the caravan to Mecca, on whom one
of the nobles of Arabm had bestowed a hundred dinars for the support
of his family  Suddenly a band of robbers of the tnbe of Khafdchih
attacked the caravan and plundered 1t of everythng  The merchants
began to ey and lament, and uttered useless complamts —Whether you
supplicate, or whether you complam, the thief will not restore the mongy
The Darwih was the only exception  he remaing unshaken and not at
all affected by the adventure [ sard to bim  * Perhaps they have not
taken your money  Hesmawered  “ Yes, they carned it off but [ was
not 30 fond of 1t as 1o be dutressed st Josmg it (P ) A mad ought not to
frx his heart on any thing, or person because 1113 a difficult matter to remove
the heart therefrom T rephied “ Your words sait my circumstances
enctly for m my youth I contracted & friendship for & young man, with
o warm an attachment, that hu beauty was the Kablah of my eyes, and
oy society the chuef comfort of mylfe. () Nomortalon easth ever
posiensed 30 beautiful & form  perhaps be was an angel from heaven
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After his decease, 1 swore never agamn to cultivate friendship, bzcause
no other mortal can ever equal tum —His sudden death overwhelmgd his
famly 1n the deepest afficion I sat at his grave for many days, and this
15 one of the sentences which I uttered on the loss of him (P) ‘ Would
to Gad that on the day when fate overtook thee, jthe hand of destiny had
al,o smitten me with the sword of death, that I might not thus have been
left to bzhold the world without thee  Alas! here am I on your grave,
whilst Ifwish that my head was buried 1n the earth’

He who could naver take rest until he had spread roses and narcissuses,
through the vicissitude of heaven the roses of his cheek are scatlered
whilst thorns and briars grow ovar his grave  After a separation from
him, | came to a fixad dztermination thit dunng the remander of my
days, I would fold up the carpet of ipleasure, and abstain from society
(1) It would be profitable to explore the ocean, but lor the dread of the
waves  The society of the rose would bz delightful, but for the fear of
thorns  (2) Yesterday I walked proudly as the peacoch 1n the garden
of society ; but now, from the absence of my {rend, I am contorted Iike
the snake ”’

TALE XIX

THEY related to one of the kings of Arab a the story of Laile and
Majnun, and tha natu e of his msanity, that whilst endowed with emment
virtues, and possessing uncommon powers of eloquence, he had abandoned
hiunself to distraction, and retired nto the desert  The hing ordered him
to be brought before him, and when he came, reproachfully ashed him
what he had seen unworthy 1in human nature, to have mduced him to
a< ume the manners of the brutes, and to relinquish the pleasures of socicty ?
Majnun wept and sad ¢ Many of my friends reproach me for my love
of Ll will they never behold her charms, that my evcuse may be
weeepted . Would to heaven that they who blame me for my passion
could «ee thy face, O thou ravicher of hearts, that at the sieht of thee
they mutt be confoundcd and inaduvertenthy cut therr hands instead of
the lemon " The bing beng cunious ta bzhold her beauty, that he might
be able to judie of the form which had occrsoned so much ealmity,
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ordered her ta b brought  They ¢ arched amang the Arabun fam (e
and having found her brought her tnlore the ke, @ the courtyard of
the palace  The king cantemplated her appearance and beheld a petsnn
of datk complexion, and weal form, nomuch that b thought her 1o
contemptible that the mean stsenant of hu harem sumassed her i beauty
and elepance  Magaun, having preetration enough to duscover what was
panmg o the kg mond wd O Liag the beavty of Laily must be
seen weth the eyesof Mamun Thou hast no compasnon on my duorder
my compamen should be afected with the same matady that | might et
all day repeating my tale to lum, for two pireer of wood bum topether
with abrehter Aame  The drcourse concernmg the verdant plam, which
has teached my cars had the leaves on that plam heatd 1y they would
have yomed theit complamty with mine O my [nend  say to them who
are free {rom Jove, O we with that you know what passes m the heard of
alona () The pan of a wound affects not thosr who are in beafth |
will not disclose my gmef but to thove who have tanted the same afclion
It wae {nntkss to 1all of a hornet to them who neser felt the sting
Whilit thy mind 1 not aflected [ile mine the relating of my 10m0w seems
only an wWdle take  Compare not my angunh to the cares of another
man  he only holds the salt m lus hand, but 1t s | wao tear the wound
18 my body

TALE XX

THEY tell & story of & Kin of Hamadan that he was enamoured
with & famers beautful child 1o such & degree that hus heart was
inflamed by hn pason, fike a liorseshoe red hot 1n & forge  For a long
time he sulfered great inquictude, and was running about after her in the
manner which has been desenbed  “ That stately cypress coming into
my sight has captivated my heart and depnved me of m3 strength 10
that I Lie prostrate at her feet Thowe muchievous eyes drew my heart
mto the mare.  If you wish to preserve your heart, shut your eyess 1|
cannot by any means get her out of my thought Iam the smake with
abruned head | cannot tumn myself 1, have heard that she met the
Raziin the sireet, and something having reached her con concerming
hum, she was dopleased beyond measure, and abused and reproached
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him without mercy, flung a stone, and did everything to disgrace him-
The Kazi said to a respectable man of learning who was 1n his company ¢
“ Behold that beauteous girl, how rude she 1s ; behold her arched eyebrow,
what a sweet frown 1t exhibits ! In Arabic they say, that a blow from the:
hand of her we love, 1s as sweet as raisins 1o recerve a blow on the
mouth from thy hand, 1s preferable to eating bread from one’s own hand ”
Then agamn she tempered her severity with a smile of beneficence, as kings
somehmes speak with hostihty, when they inwardly desire peace

“ Unnpe grapes are sour, but keep them a day or two and they will’
become sweet’’ The Kazi, having said thus, repaired to lus court.
Some well-disposed persons, who were in his service, made obetsance,.
and said “ That with permission they would represent a matter to him,
although it might be deemed unpolite, as the sages have said, 1t 1s not
allowable to argue on every subject, 1t 1s crimmal to describe the faults
of a great personage ; but that 1n consideration of the kindness which his
servants had experienced from him, not to represent what to them appears
advisable 15 a species of treachery The laws of rectitude require that
you should conquer this mclination, and not give way to unlawful desires,
for the office of Kaz1 1s a high dignity, which ought not to be polluted
with 2 crime  You are acquamted with your mustress’s characler, and
have heard her conversation

“ She who has lost her reputation, what cares she for the character
of another? It has frequently happened that a good name acquired n
fifty years has been lost by a single imprudence ” The Kaz1 approved
the admomtion of his cordial friends, praised their understanding and’
fidelity, and said “ The advice wlich my friends have given, in
regard to my situation, 1s perfectly right, and therr arguments are
unanswerable  Of a truth, »f friendship was to be lost on our giving
advice, then the just might be accused of falsehood Reprehend me as
much as you please, but you cannot wash the black moor white T
cannot forget you in any way, I am a wounded snake, I cannot help coiling
about” Having said thus, he sent people to enquire how she did, and
spent a great deal of money, according to the saymg  He who has
money 1n the scales, has strength 1n his arms, and he who has not the
command of money, 15 destitute of friends mn the world ”
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“ \Whosever sces money lowers his head like the beam of the seales
which stoops although 1t be made of ron To be bref one mght be
obtamed & meeling m private, and the Supenatendent of the Police was
tmmediately wlormed of the ercumstance that the R passed the whole
nghtin drinkmg wine and fondling ho motress  He was too happy to
shep and was smgmg  “ That the cock hud not crowed that night at
the usuai hour  The lovers were not yet satnfied with cach others
company the cheeks of the mustress were shining between her curling
ymglets Gike the wory ball m the chony bat in the game of Chaugen  In
that instant when the eye of enmity o askeep  be thou upoa the watch
lest some muschance befall you until you hear the muazzin proclaimmng
the hour of prayer or the sound of the ketile-drum from the gate of the
palace of Atdbak, 1t would be foohthness to cease kusng at the cowmg
of the foolsh cock —The hnny was m this ntuaton, when one of the
servanyy entermg swd ¥ Why are you stimg thm? Amse and yon as
fast as your [eet can carry you, lor your encmies have laid & snare for
you may they have sard the truth  But whilat ths fire of stnfe s yet
but & epark, extmgunh it with the water of good mansgement, for it
may happen that to-morrow when 1t breaks out mio a flame, 1t wll
spread throughout the world  The Karzl, smilmg looked on the ground
and said (P ) “If the hon has hn paw on the game what nignifies 1t of the
dog should come  Tumn your face towards your mustreas, and let your
nval bite the back of huhand "’ That very nught they camned intelligence
to the kg of the wickedness which had been commutted w s dominions,
and begged to know hn commands  He answered “ Ibelieve the Kz
to be the most leamned man of the age and 1t u ponible that ths may
be only & plot of his enemes to mjure him I will not grve credit to this
story without 1 see proofs with mine own cyer. for the sages have
sard  He who quickly lays hold of the sword i his angen will gnaw
the back of his hand through sorrow " 1 heard that, at the dawn of
day the kmg with some of hus prnnepal couthies aume to the Kizi's
bed-chamber  He saw the candle burning, and the mustress sitting down
with the wme spilt, and the glan broken, and the Kiz stupefied betireen
sleep and mtoxication Jost to all aense of hus emstence The kmg
kindly awsked hm, and saed®  Get up for the sun 13 men  The
KAz pereeving him, asked ¢ From what quarter bas the qum nsen?
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The king answered “ From the east” The Kaz rephed, “ God be
prarsed ! then the door of repentance 1s still open” Accordingto the
tradition, (the gate of repentance shall not be shut agamnst the servant
of God, unti] the sun shall rise m the west, adding, “ Now I ask pardon
of God, and vow to him that I will repent) These two things have led
me 1nto s, 1l fortune and a weak understanding If you seize me I
deserve 1t, but if you pardon. me, forgiveness 1s better than vengeance ’
“The hing said  “ Repentance can now avail nothing, as you know that
you are about to suffer death (P ) What good 15 there m a thiefs’
repentance when he has not the power of throwing a rope nto the upper
story Tell him who 1s tall not to pluck the fruit, for he of low stature
cannot extend his arm to the branch —To you who have been convicted
of such wickedness, there can be no hopes of escape ”’  The Ling having
said thus ordered the officers of justice to take charge of him  The Kaz
said  “I have yet one word to speak to your Majesty ” He ashed

“ What 15 t!"’  He rephed (P) “ As long as I labour under your
displeasure, think not that I wall let go the skirt of your garment  Although
the crime which I have committed may be unpardonable, still I entertam
some hopes from your clemency ”’  The king smid “ You have spoken
with admirable facetiousness and wat, but 1t 1s contrary to reason and to
Jaw: that your wisdom and eloquence should rescue you from the hand
of yusice To me 1t seems advisable that you should be flung headlong
from the top of the castle to the earth, as an example to others” He replied

“O monarch of the umverse, I have been fostered 1n your family, and
am not singular m the commission of such crimes, therefore I beseech
you to preciprate some one else, n order that I may benefit by the
example ”  The hing laughed at his speech, and spared his hfe, and
said to his enemies? “ All of you are burdened with defects of your own,

reproach net others with therr fallings (Whosoever is sensible of his
J
own fault’s carps not at another’s failing ')

TALE XXI.
Poetry

THERE was an affectionate and amiable youth who was betrothed
to a beautiful girl I have heard that as they were sailing on the ocean,
they fell together mto a whirlpco] When the mariners went to the

«
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young man that they might catch hus hand, ard save him from perhoe

m \hn ushappy juncture he called aloud and pomted ta hy motrens
from the mda of the waves “ Leave me and take the hand of my
beloved ™ The whole wotld admired him {or that speech and when ke
was expimg he was heard 1033y Leam not the tale of love from that
fanhless wretch who fergets his beloved in the heur of danger  Thus
ended the lives of thote lovers hearken and learn from these of expenence,
for Sadi 1 as converrant m the ways and customs of fove as the Arabic
language s {amiliar at Baghdad  Fix your heart on the mistress whom
you have chosen and be blind 15 every other eathly object, I Lasln
aud Mamun were pow Iving, they mught learn the hutory of love from
this book
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GULISTAN

CHAPTER VI

ON IMBECILITY AND OLD AGE.

TALE 1

1 WAS engaged m & duputation with rome learned men m the Mesque
of Damaseus, when suddenly a young man entermg the gate sad  “ s
there any one amongst you who understands the Pernan language™
“They pomted to me [ asked what was the matter  He answered “ An
old man of a hundred and fifty years of age 1t m the agonies of death,
and says something m the Persn langunge, which we do not comprehend,
1f you will have the goodness to take the trouble to go you will cbtamn
-your reward perhaps he may want to ke hs will  When [ eame to
T pillow hesald (P) “Twasin hopes that 1 shonld have spent the
small remnant of my lfe in ease, but I can searcely draw my breath  Alas,
that at the table of vanegated bfe 1 ate a fittle snd they tard 1t 13 enough ”
T explamed 1o the Damascenes 1n Arabic, the signification of the ducourse
They wondered that at tus advanced age he should gneve for workdly
Tde 1then asked bum how he found himsell  He repled  What can
Taay? (P) Have you not secn what pam he suffers who has one of his
teeth"drawn out of hus mouth  think then what must be Mie state m that
moment when the soul Is departing from this precious body  1sand
“Dumuss from your imagmation the thoughts of death and ket not

apprebention overcome your comsttution  for the Greek philosophers
‘have said, Although the anmal system be 1n full vigour yet we ougi t
Bot to rely on 1ts continuance , and, on the other hand, although a disease
be dangerows, yett 1 no positive proof of approaching death.  If you
will give me leave, [ will send for a physician, that he may prescribe
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some medicine which may be the means of your recovery”” He
replied  (P) 2 “Alas! The master of the house 1s considéring
how to decorate his hall, whilst the foundation 1s 1na state of decay-
(1) The skilful physician smites his hands together, when he sees the
old man broken like a potsherd ° The sick man was lamenting 1n agony
whilst an old woman was anomnting his feet with a preparation
of sandal- wood But when the animal temperament 1s destroyed,
neither amulets nor medicines are of any use

TALE II

AN old man, telling a story about himself, said. ¢ When I married a
young virgin I bedecked a chamber with flowers, sat with her alone, and
had fixed my eyes and heart solely upon her  Many long mights 1 passed
without sleep, repeating jests and pleasantries, 1o remove shyness, and
make her famihar On one of those mghts I said *Fortune has been
propitious to you, 1n that you have fallen 1nto the society of an old man,
of mature judgment, who has seen the world, and experienced various
situations of good and bad fortune, who knows the rights of society, and
has performed the duties of friendship, one who 1s affectionate, affable,
cheerful, and conversable (P ) Iwill exert my utmost endeavours to-
gam your aflection, and if you should treat me unkindly, T will not be
offended , or 1f like the parrot your food should be sugar, I will devote my
sweet Jife to your support —You have not met with a youth of a rude dis-
position, with a weak understanding, headstrong, a gadder, who would be
constantly changing his situation and inchinations, sleeping every nmight
In a new place, and every day forming some new intimacy (P ) Young
men may be Tively and handsome, but they are mnconstant in therr
attachments  Liook not for fidelity from those, who wath the eyes of the
nightingale, are every nstant singing upon a different rosebush —But old
men pass their ttme i wisdom and good manners, not 1n the 1gnorance
and frivolity of youth Seek for one better than yourself, and having
found him, consider yourself fortunate, for with one hhe yourself, you
would pass your life without improvement > He said “1 spoke a great.
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deal after thiy manner snd theught that 1 had made a conguat of het heatt
when, #1l of a sudden, she feiched a told 51gh from the bottom of hiet hert
and replied Al the Bne spreches that you have been uttenng have not
10 tnuch weight 1n the saale of my reason a1 one single tentence which 1
heard Trom my nurre that, I you plint an arrow 1n the nide of & young
woman, 1 18 not o painful as the 1ociety of an old man 4 [n short,
continued he  (t was impossible to agree and our differences ended in s
separation  Affer the time prescribed by liw she matned 8 young man,
of an 1mptluous temper fl-matured, and 1 mdigent encumstances 10
that she suffered the njunes of violence with the evibs of penury  however
she retarned thanks for her lot and satid  God be praused, that | escaped
from 1nfernal torment and have oitained this permanent blentng () Tarr
face, silk-garments sandal and aloe-wood, patnting of face fragrance (uning
scents) and passton afl these are the ormaments of wamnen Manliness alone
is the omament for men  Amidat all thie violence and impetuonty
of temper [ will put us wih your ars, beeaus you are handsome
It s better to bum with you 1o bhell than 10 be 1 paradue
with the other  The smell of omiom from a beautiful mouth 1
more [ragrant than the odour of the rose from the hands of onc who is
ogly

TALE 1l

IN the temitory of Diyir Bake 1 was the guest of 4 very nch old man
who had a handsome 100, One mght, he s:1d  During my whale bie
1 n-ver had any child but this son ~ Near this place 13 a sacred tree to
which men resort to offer up their petitions  Many mights at the foot of
this tree | besought God until he bestowed on me this son ™ [ heard
that the son was saying to hus fnends 1n & bow tone of voiee How
bappy should [ be to know where that tree grows, 1n order that I might
implore God for the death of my father  The father veas reyorcing 1n b
200 3 wisdom, Whilst the son desprsed hus father s d pitde  (I") Many
years have elapsed since you vinted your father s grave what prety have

you shewn towards your parent, that you should expect dutifulaess from
your sonl
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TALE IV
c

ONCE 1n the vigour of youth I had performed a long journey, and at
mght, being fatigued, remamed at the foot of a mountain A debilitated
old man, who arrived after the caravan, said “ Why do you sleep ? Get
up, this 1s not a place to repose” Isaid to him “ How can I proceed,
not having the use of my feet?”’ He replied: “ Have you not heard how
at has been said, that proceeding and halting 1s better than running
amti] you are faigued?”’ (£ ) O ye, who wish to reach the end of your
day’s journey, be not m haste, listen to my counsel, and learn patience

The Arab horse makes two stretches on full speed, and the camel travels
slowly day and nmight

TALE V

A
AN active, pleasant, and merry vouth, of agreeablcf manners, was one

«of our happy society; sorrow in no shape entered his breast, laughter
-would not suffer him to close his ips A considerable time had passed
‘without my happening to meet with him  Afterwards I saw him with a
‘wife and childern, his merriment had ceased, and his countenance was
much altered I asked him what was the matter He replied: “ When
I became the father of children I left off childish sport. (£ ) When you
are grown old, give up puerilities, and leave play and johing to youth
Look not for the sprighthiness of youth 1n old age, since the stream wall not
return again to the spring-head  When the field of corn 1s fit for the sichle,
1t does not wave 1n the wind with that vigour as when 1t was green  The
season of youth has elapsed, alas' those days which enhvened the heart
The lion has lost the strength of his paw, and, like an old leopard, I am
now contentéd with a cheese ” An old woman having stained her hairs

blach, I said to her “O my httle old mother, you have made your hair
black, but cannot straighten your bent back ”’

TALE VI

ONE day, through the 1gnorance of youth, I spoke sharply to my mother
which vexing her to the heart, she sat down 1n a corner, and wept, saymg
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“Have you forgotten all the trouble that you gave me in your infancy
that ¥ou thm treat me with untindnen? (7)) What a good saying was
that of an old woman ta her son when the saw him able to subduc a
tiger having the strength of an elephant “ If you had but recollected your
time of childhood, when you lay helpless in my arma, 3 ou would not treat
me with vidlence, now that you have the strength of & bon, whilst ] am
an old woman >

TALE VIL

A RICH muser having a son that was sick, hus fniend represented that he

-ought either to cause the hardn 1o be read from begmming to end, or clse
-offer sacnifice, that the high God might restore his son to health.  Aftera
Ittle convideration, he said "It 15 better to read the hardn, as it at
hand, and the flocks are at a distance” A holy man heanng this sud
* He preferred reading the Kurdn because the words areat the tip of hus
tengue, and the money 13 1n the inside of his heart. () Alas"if the per
formance of religious rites was to be accompanied with alms, they wouald
reman like the ass 1n themire but 1f you require only the frst chapter
of the Kuran they wll repeat 1t a hundred times

TALE VIO

THEY asked an old man, why he did not marry He answered ~1
sbould not likeen old worman.” Theysaid  * Marry a young one, since
youbaveproperty  He replied “Since I, who am an ofd man, should
not be pleased with an old woman, how can [ expect that a young one
would be attached to me? An old man of 70 years, behaves like a young

man end & bon blind man seet bnght eyes 1 n dream  Strength 1
requnred and not gold

TALE IX
(P} 1HAVE heard that not long ago a decrepit old man, 10 hus dotage
took 1t mto hus head to merry, and wedded a beannful virgin named
Covher who like & casket of yeweh had been concealed from the nght of

I
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men The nuptial¢ were celebrated with all the splendour usual on such
occasions Shortly after, he began complaining to his friends, and attembted
to mahe 1t appear that the impudent girl had dishonoured his family
Such strife and contention ensued between the parties that at last the cause
was brought before the Superintendent of the police and the Kaz
When matters had come to this pass, Sadi said “ The gl 1s not to
blame, how can you, with your trembling hand, be able to bore
pearls 7’ ’

4
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EFFECTS OF EDUCATION

TALE 1 ’

A CERTAIN vizier had & stupid son whom he sent to a leamed man
denrmg him to mstruct hrm i hopes that hu capacity might improve
After having mstructed him for some time, wathout any effect be senta
person to the father with this mestage “ Your son has no eapaaaty and
has olimost dntracted me (P ) When nature has given capacity imtruc-
tion wall make 1mpression  but 1f 1106 18 not of & proper temper no palish
10g will make 1t good  When a gem 1 really pretious it can be ewt and
ymproved . ¢ only a person of good extraction aan be properly educated
Wash ot & dog 1n the seven rrvers for when he 1s wetted be wall only
be dirhier I the ass that camied Jesus Christ was to be taken to Mecea
at hus return be would still be an an.”

~
~

TALE IL

A PHILOSOPHER was thus exhorting his soos  “My dear children
acquire knowledge, for on wutldly riches and possensions no reliance an
be placed  rank wall be of no use out of your own country and on a
journey mouey 13 1n danger of bemg lost  for exther the thied may canyy
it off all at once or the powsessor may comsume 1t by degrems  But
knowledge 15 a perenmual spring of wealth, and if 2 mam of eduation
ceases to be opulent, yet he need not be sorrowful, for knowledge of stself
s nches A man of leaming, wherever he goes, 15 treated wath respect
and oits 10 the uppesmost seat whilst the 1gnonnt man gets only a scanty
fare, and encounters distrene. (P) After enjoying power 1t 13 distresaing
10 be obliged to obey and he who bas been used to caresses cannot bear
rough usge from the world  There ouce happened an jnsurrection ;m

4
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Damascus, where every one deserted his habitation The wise sons of a.
peasant became the king’s ministers, and the stupid sons of the vizier, were
reduced to ask chanty in the village  If you want a paternal inheritance,
acquire from your father’s knowledge, for his wealth may be spent 1n ten.

<

days
TALE III.

A LEARNED man, who had the education of a king’s son, beat him
unmercifully, and treated him with the utmost sevemty The boy,
unable to bear this treatment, complamed to his father, and stripped
himself, to shew the marks of violence The father’s heart being troubled
he sent for the master, and said “ You do not use any of my subjects’
children 1n the cruel manner that vou treat my son , what 1s the reason
of this 77 He rephed “ To discourse with propriety and to have a
pleasing concibating manner becomes mankind in general, but more
especially 1n kings because, whatsoever they say or do, will certainly he 1n
the mouths of every one, whilst the words and actions of common people
are not of so much consequence If a darwish should commit a hundred
improprieties his companions would mnot remark one of them , but if a
king makes only one improper step 1tis circulated from kingdom to
kingdom,—therefore, in forming the manners of young princes, more labour
and pains should be bestowed than on the vulgar

(2 ) He who 1s not taught good manners 1 his childhood, will have no
good qualities when he arrives at manhood You may bend green wood as
much as you please ; but when 1t 1s dry, 1t cannot be made straight wath-
out fire  Of a truth you may twist the tender branches, but will in vamn
attempt to straighten dry wood "—The king, approving of the masters
wholesome discipline, and of the manner in which he had delivered his
speech, bestowed on him a dress of honour, and a largess, and promoted

C

him.

TALE 1V.

[ saw a schoolmaster 1 Africa, who had a crabbed countenance and
a bitter tongue , he was an enemy to humanity, mean-spirited, and
Impetuous, so that the sight of him imterrupted the pleasure of Muslims,
and his reading of the Kuran distracted the hearts of men A number of
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beautiful boys and tender virgims, who where subect 1o hus tynamic arm

dared not presume to laugh not ventare to speak for be wed to amute
the ulver cheeks of the onc, and would sometmes put the crtal legs of
the other 10%o the stocks.  In short, [ heard that some part of bis eonduct
havidg been ducovered, they beat him and expelled him and gave the
school 16 a pious good man of so meek and patient a temper that he
never spoke a word but when bhe was forced to it and pothing ever
proceeded from his tongue that could give offence to any oze.  The boys
got the fear of the old master out of their beady, and seeing the new
one of angelic mancers they beaame funom towards ene ancther and

relying on hu forbearance they peglected thesr studies and spent most of
ther hime 1n play and without fisnhing their copies broke their tablets
on ont another s heads —When the master 1 relax 10 b discrpline the
boys play at leap frog m the market-plice —A fortright after 1 passed

by the qate of the mosque and ;aw the old master whom they had
encouraged snd reinstated 1n his office

In truth T was concerned and 1nvoking Ged, I mud Why have they-
1 second tirme appomted the devil u preceptor forangele 7 An expenienc
ed old man hearmg me laughed and said ~ Have you not heard what
has been related 7 (P) A king sent bis son to school and pliced a silver
tablet tnder huarm. On the face of the tablet was wnitten 1 gold
“The severity of the master 15 better than the indulgence of the father

TALE V

THE 30N of a religiows man who ded to an
fortune by the wall of hus uncle became a dissipated and debauched,
profigate, momuch that he left no hemous cme umpractised nor
way there any intoneatng drug  which  he had pot tasted
Once 1 admonshed him  smying O my wo walh y a
running  stream,  and  pleasure  revolves  lke a  millitone
or 1n other words, profuse expense smits him ooly who has a certain
1come (P) When you have ro certam income be frugal mn your expen
scs, because the sailors have & song that if the rain does not fall in the
mountans the Tigns will become a dry bed of sand 1n the course of a year..
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the desert, and the shins which are found 1n the holcs of scorpions give
proof of this matter. I mentioned this estraordinary circumstance lg a
wise man, who said “ M-+ heart bears evidence to the truth of the
observation, and 11 cannot be otherwise, for since .n their infancy they
behaved so towards then parents, therefore they aie thus approved and
beloved 1n riper age * A father exborted his son, saymg “ Young man,-
store up this lesson 1n your memory, he who 1s not grateful to those wlo
gave him birth wall never be favoured by fortune ”  They ashed a scorpion
why he did not stir abroad 1n the winter, he replied “What reputation
have I in summer, that I should come again 1n winter ”’

TALE X.

THE wife of a darwish was with child, and the term of pregpancy
comipleted  The darwish, who never yet hada son, said  “If the Almighty”
will grant me a son, | will distribute 1n chanty to the poor all that [
possess, excepting the religious habit on my back ’ It happened that his
wife was delivered of a son at which he rejoiced, and made an entertainment
or his friends, conformably to his vow  Some years after, when I returned
fioma jouney to Damascus, I passed by the place where the darwish had
dwelt, and ashed how he went on  The3 told me, he was 1n the town gaol
I asked the reason  They replied “His son got;drunk, had a quarrel,
and killed a man, and fled out of the city, on which account they had put
a chain about the father’s neck, and heavy fetters on his feet ” 1 said-
“His own prayer brought down this misfortune from God: O men of
understanding, 1t 1s better, in the opinion of the wise, that a woman 1
labour should bring forth a serpent than wicked children ”’

c TALE XI.

WHEN I was a boy I was conversing with a holy man about the signs
of manhood He replied. It 1s written 1n the books that 1t has three
signs but that the greatest proof of being arrived at a state of maturity
1s one’s bemng more intent on the means of pleasing the Almighty than how
to gratify the passions, and he added that whosoever possesses not this
disposition the piofoundly learned do not consider him 1in a state of

-~
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pubetty (1) A drop of water after remaming forty days 1n the womb
obtained the human form  but1f aperson of age hath not undentanding
and good manners of a truth he ought not to be called a man  Mashood +f
compoed of hberalith and benevolence  do not imagine that 1t conssts
movely i the matenal form  vintae alio 1 requinte  for & homan fgure
mat be panted on the gate of the palace, with vermlion and verdigns
(When a man hath ot virtue and benevolence what 13 the difference
betweets him and the figure on the wall?) 1t 13 not widom to acquire
worldly wealth but 10 gan one single heart

TALE XIT

IN a certam year there happened a quarrel amongst the pilgnms who
were going on foct 1o Mecan and 1 was alio of that number  They
recnmimted on on~ another but at length we adjusted their differences.
1 heard one, situng 1n & hitter 33 1o hu companion How wonderful
that the wory nawns 10 the game of chess on crasung the whole board
became vrmiers {or queens) mereaing ther guality  but that the poor
pilgrims to Mecea, after passing the whole deaert, are worse than at fnst
(') Say from me tothe Hay who injures and licerates the skin of hus
felow creature (1! Slanders the people)  Thou ant not o true o
ptlgrim as the poor eamel who feeds on thutles and carnes a load

TALE XII

AN Indun was teaching others how to make fireworks when a wise
man snd to hm  Thn m not a fit play for you who inbabit a house
toa e of reeds.

() Until you are persuaded that the discourse 15 strictly proper speak
not and whatever you know will not obtain a favourable apswer ask
wot,

TALE X1V

ALDTLE man beng afilited with a pain 1 his eves, went ton
famier desirmg bum to apply a remedy The famer applymng to hus
eyes wint he was wed to admumister to quadrupeds, the man heame
bimd, upon wiich he compluned to the magutrate  The magmtrate
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said  “ Get away, there 1s no plea for damages, for 1f this fellow: had
not been an ass, he would not have applied to the farrier ”’ T}}e
application of this story 1s, that whosoever employs an mexperienced
person on a weighty matter, besides suffering repentance, wiull, 1 the
opinion of the wise, be considered of a weak understanding —The wiss
man of enlightened mind, entrusts not an important business to one of
mean abilittes  The mat-maker, although a weaver, yet 15 not employed
m the silk manufactory

TALE XV.

A CERTAIN great man, having lost a worthy son, they ashed what
inscription should be put upon hus grave stone The father veplied
“The verses of the Kurdn are too sacred and holy to be written on such
a place as this, exposed to be effaced by the trampling of men’s feet, and
to be defiled by dogs If there 1s a necessity of writing something, the
following lines will be sufficient  “ O the season when verdure bedeck-
ed the garden, then how blithe was my heart! Wait, my friend,

uati] the return of spring, when you will behold grass growing out of
my clay ”’

TALE XVI.

A HOLY man, passing by a rich man who, having bound a slave
hand and foot, was punishing him, said  “ O my son, God has made
subject to thee a human creature lihe thyself, and has given thee the
superlority over him, for which return thanks 1o God, and do not suffer
such violence to be committed It will not be proper that to-morrow,
in the resurrection, this slave should be better than thyself, and that thou
shouldst suffer shame "—Be not angry beyond measure with your slave,
oppress him not, neither distress his feelings Thou hast bought him for
ten dirams, but after all thou didst not create im  To what length wilt
thou carry this pride, insolence and rage 2 Thou hast a master greater
than thvself O thou who hast for thy slaves Arsalan and Agosh, forget
notthy superior Lord —There 15 a tradition of the Prophet having said
that “ the greatest mortification at the day of judgment will be when the

4
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pious slave 15 amed to Pamdue and the wicked master condemned to
J21) —Upon the alave whose services you can command exercue not
boundleas sevenity nor eapriciowiness for 1t will be dugmeeful 1 the
day of reckompg to see the alave ot iberty and the roaster i chains.

TALE XVIL

ON a certain year | was travelling from Balkh with some people of
Damasces and the road was infested with robbers.  There wasa young
pan of our parly an expert handler of the shield, & mighty archer »
brandiher of all weapons so strong that ten men could not draw bus
bowstring  and the mowt powerful wrestler onthe face of the earth had
pever brought hus back to the ground  but he was nich and had been
ntmeed m the shade, was mexperienced m the world and no wraveller
The thundermg sound of the martial drum had never reached hus ear
nerther had his eyes seen the lightming of the homremen s swords.—He
bad never been made prisoner by the enemy nor had the arrows fallen
1n showers around him —It happened, that I and thu young man were
running together every wall that ¢ame i his way he polled down
sod every large tree that he mw by the force of s arm, he tore up
by the roots  He was boasting saying —~ Where 13 the elephant that
¥ou may behold the thoulders of the hero? Where 1 the hon, that
you may see the fingers snd pabm of the brave man! —~We were 1
thu mituaton, when two Indians hfted up therr heads from behund a
rock, with ntention to kill s one had a stick 1 hin hend and the
other a shog onder hsarm. Taad to the young man * Why do you
stop 1 Shew your strength and valonr for here 1 the enemy within a foot
ofhss grave  Laaw the bow and artows drop from the hand of the
young man, and a trembling seuzed all hus joints—Nof' every one who
can split & bare with wn arraw that will pietce a coat of mail 15 pble to
stand against the wamor 1n the day of battle.

We sar no othes remedy for ounselves but to Jeare our accoutre
ments, swrender aur arms and escape with our hives, (P9 On an afiar
of importance employ a tmn of expenencs, who will bring the devourng
lion into his rammels. A young man though be has strength of arm
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and 15 as powerful as an elephant, will feel his joints quaking with fear
in the day of battle A man of expertence 1s as well qualified tocact
1 war, as the learned man 15 to expound a case of law

<

TALE XVIII,

1 saw the son of a rich man, sitting by lis father’s tomb and
disputing with the son of a darwish, saying “ My father’s monument
1s of stone, the inscription 1s in gold, and the pavement 1s made of
marble tesselated with turquoise-coloured bricks  What 1s vour father’s
grave, but a couple of bricks laid together, and spiinkled with a
handfu] of earth 2 The son of the darwish on hearing this said
“ Hold your tongue for before your father can move himself from under this
heavy stone, mine will have arrived at Paradise ” There 1s a saying
of the Prophet “ That to the poor, death 1s a state of rest ” ‘(P ) The
ass who carries the lightest burden travels easiest In hke manner, the
darwish who bears the burden of poverty will enter the gate of death
lightly loaded , whilst he who lives 1n affluence, with ease and comfort
will doubtless, on that very account, find death terrible And, mn
every *view, the captive Who 1s released from confinement, 1s happier
than the nobleman who 1s taken prisoner

TALE XIX.

THEY enquired of a religious man the meaning of this tradition:
“You have not any enemy so powerful as the passion of lust, which 1s
withm you *° He replied “ Because that an enemy to whom you
shew kindness becomes your friend, excepting lust, the indulgence of
which 1ncreases 1ts enmity > (£ ) By abstinence a man may obtain the
disposition of an angel, but if you eat like a beast You will be degraded
to an Inanimate, fossil  Those whom you granfy, become obedient to
your comrnand but lust: on the contrary. when 1ndulged 1n, 1s rebellious

A DISCUSSION ABOUT RICHES AND POVERTY
BETWEEN SA’DI AND HIS ENEMY-
Note —The order of the paragraphs, &e, &c, in various editions differ widely

I sAW, sitting 1n a company, a certain person who wore the hablt
of a darwish, but without possessing the disposition of one, and bemng
wnclined to be querulous he had opened the book of complamt, and

C
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began censurmg th nch The discourse was lurning on this pownt
that darwishes have not the means and the nch not the mchaation 10
be chantable —Thete possensed of hibtnal minds have no command
of money and the wealthy wordiings have no munificence

*To me. who owe my support to the bounty of the great this langoage
was not at all gratefol Faard O my friend the rich are the revenue
of the poor u orehouse for the rechue the pilgnm’s hope and the
asylum of travellers. They are the bearers of burdens for the rehel of
other. Themslves et along with ther dependents and infenons
and the remainder of their bouniy 13 applied 1o the rehef of widows
aged people relauoms and neighbours—The nch are charged with
piows dedscations  the performance of vows the mtes of hospuahity
alms offerngs the manamusion of slaves gifts and saenfics Bt what
means can you attam to their power who can perform el Vour genu-
fiexions and even these with a hundred difficulties’—The nch perform.both
moral and religiows duties 1n the most perfect manner becaus they poness
wealth out of which they bestow alms, their garments are clean and thesr
reputation spolless with minds void of ear  For the power of obedience
13 found 1t good meals the truth of worshtp 1n & clean garment  For what
strength can there be with a2 empty stomach ! what bounty from an
expty hand T How can the fettered feet walk ¢ ond from the hungry
bell7 what munificence can be expected 1—He sleeps uneanly at mght
who knows not how to provide for to-morrow  The ants siore up 1
summer that 1n winter they may emoy rest—Leisure and proverty are
not found together and satnfaction dwellth not with dustress. One s
standing up to eventng prayers winlat the other s witting down wshing
for hu supper HMow can these two be compared together 1—He who
posesses wealth 13 buned 1n devotion whilit he who 1 ditremed 1n
b e has & duordered heart —Therdfore tHe worthip of the
nch 3 more aceeptable their minds bemng collected and not distracted
for as they are possensed of the means of subnistence they can tum their
Whole thoughts to devotion The Arabians 2y (God defend me
from dutremful Doverty and from the neighbourhood of hum whom I

dulike  And thae 1w tradion from the Prophet that poverty hasa
black comtenance 1n both worlds. )
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My antagomst asked “Have You not heard that the Prophet
said poverty 1s my glory ¥7 Ireplied “Be silent, for the Prophet

alludes to them who suffer 1n poverty of spirit, with submission to the
arrows of destimy , and not those who 1n a religious garb sell the scraps
which have been given them 1n chanty —O loud sounding empty €rum
how will you manage on the march without provisions * If thoy art a
man, free thyself from worldly avarice instead of turmng in Your hand
a string of a thousand beads —A darwish without vital religion will not
rest until his poverty ends m blasphemy He ‘who 1s 1 poverty, 1s n
danger of blasphemy Without the command of riches, you cannot.
clothe the naked, nor use means for hiberating captives How can such
as ourselves attain to their dignity, and what comparison 1s there between
the hand that bestows and that which receives * Do you not perceive
that the Almighty revealed to us in the Kuran the enjoyments of the
dwellers 1 Paradise ? For them are appomted fwts m gardens of

delight, in order that you may know that he who 1s intent on gaining a:
subsistence 15 excluded from this portion of bliss, and that tranquillity of
mind requires a fixed 1ncome

To those who are thirsty, the whole world appears 1 their dream
as a spring of water (2) You will everywhere see a person who 15 1n
distress commut atrocious actions without any hesitation, not being
deterred by the dread of future punishment, he discriminates not between
lawful and unlawful —If a dog 1s struck on the head with a clod of
earth, he yumps up with joy thinking 1t to be a bone . and 1f two persons
should carry a’corpse on their shoulders, a mean wretch might suppose it
a tray of victuals ,—but the rich man, whom God hath regarded with the-
eye of favour, by the performance of what 1s lawful, 15 preserved from
the commssion of what 1s allegal  Thus, although I have not fully dis-
cussed the sulject, nor adduced any substantial proofs in support of my
arguments, I rely on your justice for a deciston Did you ever see @
mendicant with his arms tied to his back, or 1n prison, or the veil of
nnocence rent; or the hand amputated (for theft) without its having been
occasioned by poverty ? Men, intrepid as lions, are driven by want to
undermine men’s houses. and are 1 consequence bound by the heels And
1t 1s possible that the drawish, at the instigation of Just, not having power
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to restram 3t may commt s —He who bas in his porsersion a nymph of
pangse what inclmation can he entertain for the daresels of Yaghma 7
He who hath 1n his hand such dates ws be boveth never thinketh of flingun®
stones at clusters on the tree

fo general thote 1n mdigent circumstances, want chastity 33 those
who are starving sieal bread —When o rarenom cur gets meal he
inquires not whether the Beshi 13 of Salch s camel or of the ass of Dagal —
Many men natunafly well disposed have been fed by poverty into
wickednets and have given their good name to the wind of durepute
Amidit the cravings of hunger the power of abstaining ceases poverty
smatcheth the ram out of the hand of prety

(1) At the moment that I uttered there words the darwshs
patience being exbavted he attacked me with all the vehemence  of
Joquacity and muid:  You kave exapgerated their prase to such a
degree and bave talked so extravagantly oo the subject that one would
suppese them to be the sntidote agaimt the venom of poverty and the
Ley of the stores of Providerce Bctthey eare aset of proud arrogant
self concented abominable fellovrs, imatuable after money and pessessions
1ntoxieated with sank and opulence who speak nat without insolence nor
behold any one but with contempt the learned they call beggan and
the indigent they treat with obloquy  Proud of their riches. and vain of
that dignity of which they think themelves postessed and vaunting n
their supenonty they treat all others s their inferions they never think
1t their duty to Jook kindly on any one 1gnorant of what the sages have
sud that whosoever 13 mferior 1o others 1n puety  alhough he may
exceed them 1n wealth though sn appearance a nich 1310 reality a poor
man ~1f an empty fellow on account of his wealth behaves Droudly
tovards a wie man teckon such w ote an ass although be be an amber-
grs ox. " said  Speak pot dudunfully of them as they are the
manters of geperanty ” He rephed  You speak erroncowmly for they
wre slaves to their money  Of what we are they 1f they are the clouds
of Augumt and do not thower down benefits or of what advantage 3f
they are the fountan of ight, and do pot dune on any one and aret
reornted on the steed of power witkout performing any course? They
stir pot & etep 1 the service of God and part not with a diram without
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distressing you with the obligation They labour 1n amassing wealth,
preserve 1t with avarice, and part with 1t with regret, verifyng the
saying of the sages. “That the miser’s money comes out of the earth, at
the time that he goes mto 1t —One person by his exertions gets money,

which another comes and takes away without pains or trouble = ©

I rephed  “You know nothing of the parsimony of the wealthy,
excepting by means of beggary, for otherwise, whosoever lays aside
avarice secs no differepce between the bountiful man and the miser  The
touchstone proves what 1s gold and the beggar him who his singy ~ He
said , *‘I speak to them from experience, for they Leep a guard at ther
gate, and station rude, violent men to deny admuittance to their dearest
friends, and these seizing the collars of men of distinction, declare that
nobody 1s at fhome, and venly they say truly he who hath neither
wisdom, hiberalitv prudence, nor judgment of him the porter says rightlys
that no one 1s m the house " I replied “In this they are excusable;
because they are teased out of their lives with 1mportunate solicitations;
and tormented with beggarly petitions, and 1t 1s a contradiction to
reason to suppose, that 1f the sands of the desert were converted mnte
pearls. they would satisfy the eyes of the beggars The eye of an
avaricious man cannot be satisfied with wealth any more than a well can

be filled by dew

Hatim Tai was an mhabitant of the desert, had he dwelt in a cty
he would have been overwhelmed by the importunities of beggars, who
would have torn the clothes off his back *° Hesaid I pity ther
condition ° I rephed “Not so. for you envy them their riches” We
were talking thus opposing {orce to force, when he advanced a pawns I
endeavoured to repel it, and whenever he put my hing 1n check, I reheved
1t by the vizier (or queen); until he had exhausted all the com 1 hus
purse; and Had spent all the arrows of the quiver of disputation () Take
care not to throw down the shield when combating with an orator who
hath nothing but borrowed tumd eloquence Practise thou religions
and serve God, for the verbose orator who measures his periods, exhibits
arms before the gate but there 1s nobody inside the castle At
length, when having no arguments left, I had puthim to shame, he became
outrageous: and spoke incoherently It 15 the way with the lgﬂom"t’(
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when confounded by the advenary s arguments to have recourse lo
~olene as Azar the 1dol-maker when he could not convmee his son
Abraham by arguments beganto quarrel as God hath said (“Of a truth
o thou Wit oot give up this potnt [ will stone thee ) He gave abwe
1retorted harshly e tore the collat of my  garmment and T lud hold
of his beard ~We were tumbling over one another and the people
runing after vs Jaughing  and astonushed at ocur conduct —In  short
we relerred our dispute to th Rzt and agreed 1o abude by iy impartial
decrsion 1n order that a Mahomedan judge might resolve what was
advirable and dicnimmate between the nich and the poor  When the
Rau saw our faces and heard our ducourse he sunk his chin into  the
collar of reflection  and after mature comideration raned up his head
and mid ¢ O thou who hast spolen m prapse of the neh 1 wauld
have thee to kmow that there 19 no rose without a thom  and that wine
1 accompanied with ntoxication  hidden  treasure has s dragon

10 the same place which has royal pearls are ravenows erocodiles  the
enpoyment of wordl) pleasure 13 followed by the sumg of death  and
the lights of Paradise are intercepted by crafty Satan

() He ought to submnt to violence from an enemy who wishes 1o
enpy a friend becane the treasure and the dragon the rose and the
thomm sorrow snd gladness are lmked together —Observe you not that
i the garden there are edonferow plavts as well as dry, trmks T In
1tke manner 1n the arcle of nich men  there are grateful and umgrateful
persons . the mumber of darwishes some exercise pattence and others
do not  If every haifitone was a pearl the market would be as full
of them as of shelh.  The beloved of the Almighty conmsts of nch men
who have the duposnition of darwihes snd of darwishes posessed of
noble minds. The greatest nch man 13 he who relieves the dutrenes of
the poor and the best of darwrshes 15 he who looktth not to the nch
for b sapport for God hath sud  ( He who trmteth 1m Ged
requires no ather s help. ) The Kan having ceased reprehending me
tumed towards the darwnh and said  “ You who have advanced
that the nch mend their time 1 wickedness and are mtozieated with
huxary 1t 18 true there are such people a8 you bave desaibed who
e defective 1 zeal and ungrateful towards God who gather money
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and hoard 1t, who enjoy themselves and give not to others: if. for
example,; there should be a drought, or if the world suffer & deluge,
they, confiding 1n their own wealth would not inquire after the distresss
of the poor, nor fear God —If another should be annihilated by distress,
I exist , what has a goose to fear from a deluge © The women who
are mounted on camels, feel not 1 their litters for him who perishes in
the sand Mean persons, when they have escaped with their own
blanket, say ¢ What sigmfies 1t 1f the whole world should die “—There
are some of this description, but I have seen others who having spread
the table of generosity and proclaimed munificience with affable count-
enance, seek reputation and ask pardon of God , enjoy the things of
this world and of futurity Iike his Majesty the Ling of the world

who 15 assisted by the grace of God, the conqueror of his enemies: ford
paramount of nations, defender of the strongholds (of religion); heir
of the kingdom of Solomon. surpassing all the monarchs of s time 1
justice: Muzaffaruddin Abubakr Sad, may God prolong his days and

grant victory to his standards '—A\ father sheweth not such benevolence

towards his son, as your hand of liberahty has bestowed on the human

race  God, wanting to bestow a blessing on mankind through his mercy

made you king of the world ”—When the Kazi had extended hie

discourse to this length, and had exerted the powers of eloquence beyond

our expectation, we acquiesced in his sentence with mutual forgivenes

and apologizing for all that had passed between us, we took the road

of affabibty, and blaming ourselves we kissed each other’s hands and

face, and the disputation concluded with these words — O darwish

complain not of the revolutions of this world for thou walt be unhapp}

1t thou exprre i this 1magination  And thou rich man, whilst thou

hast thy heart and hand at thy command, enjoy and bestow that thows

mayest obtain the blessing of Heaven m this life and in futurity |
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No. HI.

Two persons took trouble 1n vain, and used fruitless endeayours -
he who acquired wealth, without enmjoymng 1t , and he who taught
wisdom; but did not practise 1t () How muchsoever you may study
science; When you do not act Wisely you are ignorant The beast
whom they load with books, 1s not profoundly learned and wise , What
Lnoweth his empty skull Whether he carrieth firewood or books

No IV.

SCIENCE 1s to be used for the preservation of rehgion, and not
for the acquisition of Wealth Whosoever prostituted his abstinence,
reputation, and learning for gamn formed a granary and then consumed
1t entirely

No. V

A LEARNED man, without temperance, 1s a blind man carrymng
a lmk  he sheweth the10ad to others but doth not guide himself He
who through madverlency trifled With life, threw away his money with—
out purchasing anything

No. VI,

A KINGDOM gamns credit from wise men and religlon obtamns
perfection from the virtuous Kings stand 1n more need of wise men
than wise men do of appointments at court (P ) Listen, O hing, to my
advice ; for you have not a more valuable maxim, 1n all your archivesr
than this . “ Entrust not your affairs to any but wise men although
public business 1s not the occupation of the wise ”’

No. VII.

THREE things are not permanent without three things : wealth
without commerce, science without argument, nor a hingdom without
government  Sometimes with hind speech, courtesy and humanity you

<
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may bring a heart mto the net of acceptance (1¢ you may wina heart)
at another time speak with anger for often a hundred luwps of sugar will
not bedas useful as a wild gowrd

No VIII

SHEWING mercy to the wicked 15 domg njury to the good  and
pardening eppresors 18 wnjuning the oppresed  When you connect
yoursell with base men  and shew them favour they commit cimes with
yeur power whereby you participate 1 their guilt

No IX.

You camnot rely on the fnendship of kings nor confide 1n sweet
voices of boys for those change on the shghtest surpreion and these alter
m the coune of & youth  Give not your heart to her who has a thousand
Tovere  but if you should bestow 1t on her be prepared for a separation

No X

REVEAL not 1o a friend every secret that you pomens for how can
you tell but that he may sometime or other become your enemy
Likewrte inflict not on an enemy every inuny 1n your power for he
may afterwards become your fnend  The matter which you wish to
preserve as o secret impart 1t not to any one although he may be worthy
of confidence for no one will be o true to your secret as yourself

(P) Tt 1 safer to be silent than to reveal one s secret to any one and
telling lom not to mention 1 O good man  siop the waler at the
springhead, for when 1t 1o full stream you canmot arrest st You

should never speak 2 word 1n secret for that fnend too has frends and
thms connected

No X1
A WEAK eprmy who becomes obedient and shews friendship  does
0 with no other design but to become a more powerful adverary  as
they bave said ¢ Even the sincenty of friends 15 oot to be relied on
wrbat, Lhen 1 to be expected from the fattery of enemies ! He who
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de preee 2 werd enrnyy ros nble b whe neslecte aeparh of fire
() Vst eweh 1t tosdyy winlst vou arc able, for when it recuss into a
flame, ot destroye avorld  Permit not your enzmy 1o stong his “%ow,
whilst you are able to praes hin wath an arros,

No, K11,

SPenke o <uch manner betwe-n troo ensmes, thy <ol they
Altcew wds become friends you mas no* bz put toth~blwsh (7)) Hosuhity
bets cen tvo prople e fire and the e l-fated backbter supplies fuel
Afters ard e, when they are reeonale ! toeether, the backbiter 15 hated
and de preed by both the pwte< To binlls a flims bats, cen two persons
1w 10 bura vour D1 omenn ddentehy mothe nude Whisasr ta vour fueds,
i orda tht vour bloodithir 'y wneny vy not overhear vou  Take
care want vou s1y bufore vl oaou canot el who may b brlund it

 ret—— —————

No XIII

Wiio=01 vi R formeth 1 mtmaey w U the2 crznees of his {ricads
docs o to mpure the htt v (£7) O v iax axa ' wash yoar hanls of taat
friend who acsociates with/y our enemics

No XiV.

Wit N, m transacting business you are under any hesitation, mahe
choice of that side which will produce the feast mnjary  (P7)  Speahinot
harshly to a man of plicid manners, and with lim who Luocks atthe
door of peace sech not hostility

No XV.

As long as an affair can be compassed by money 1t 1s not advisable
to put one’s life in danger  When you fail 1n devicess use your sword
When the hand has failsd 1n every trick 1t 1s lawful to draw the sword
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Ko XVI

SyAW nok merey to & waak enemy for 1l he becomes powerful he
will it spare you (') When you sce an enemy weal lwist not your
whikem 1 boxting  there 11 marrow an every bone and every coat
cavers & man

No XV1 («)

WiosorvER killkth » wicled man relieveth the world from his
wpumies and den ereth himself from the wnath of God  (P7) Forgiveness
33 commendable bLut spply not omtment to the wound of an oppressor
Knoweth he not that whotoever spareth the Life of & serpent commutteth
1njury towards the sons of Adam

No XVII

1T 18 not adviable to lollow the advicc o an enemy  you may hear
what he has to my 1 order that you may act contrary thereto and
which 1s perfect rezson (7 ) Avotd that which an enemy 1ells you 10 do.
for of you lollow his advice you will smite your knees with the hands
of sorrow I he éhews you aroad strasght as an amow  tum from 3t
and go the other way

No XVINl

ANGER when excesuive caateth terror and kindnews out of seaton
detroys authority  Be not 5o severe as to cause digust nor s bentent
a3 to encourage andacaty  (P’)  Seventy and lenity should be tempered
together ltke the surgeon who when he wes the bincet applm abo a
plaster A wise man cames not seventy to excess nor suffers such
rehxation a8 wilf bessen b own diguity  He overmates not humself
seither doth he altogether neglect his comsequence. A shepherd wud
to thus father  “ O thou who art wise teach me one maxim from your
expenence.  He replied  “ Be complacent but not to that degree that
they may msult you with the shamp teeth of the wolf *
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No. XIX.

Two persons arc enemics lo a hingdom and to rehigion, a menarch
without clemency. and a religious man without fnowledge () May
there never be at the head of a Fingdom a ruler who 15 not an obedient

[

senant of God

No. XX.

IT behoveth a birg not to shew wrath towards his enemies to such a
degree as to alarm hie friends for the fire of wrath firet fall< on the
eretter of 1t and then the flame may reach the enemy or not  (F7) It suits
not the carth-borne sons of Adam to assume pride fcrocity  and vanity
You who have so much heat and pertinacits. I do not consider as
created of carth but of fire  In the land of Bailkan, 1 vicited a religious
man. to Whom | said . Cleanse me from 1gnorance by your doctrine”
He replied  “ Go and suffer with patiecnce. ke the carth O learned
in the law or else bury in the carth all that you have <tudied ™'

No. XXI

A WICkLD man 1s a captive in the hand of the enemy, for wherever
he goeth he cannot escape from the clutches of his own punishment () I
the wiched man should escape to heaven from the hand of calamity he
would continue 1n calamity from the sense of hus own evil disposition

No XXII

WHEN you see discord amongst the troops of your enemy. be of
good courage , but 1f they arc umited. then be upon your guard () When
you sce contention amongst your cnemiles go and sit al ease with your
friends , but when you sec them of one mind string your bow and

place stones upon the ramparts

No. XXIIIL

WHEN the enemy has failed 1n ali!other artifices; he wall propose
friendship , that, under 1ts appearance, he may eflect what he could not
compass as an open adversary .
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No. XXIV
® (In tome Editions Nox. 13 & 14 are take a3 ons)

Bruie the serpents had with the hand of your enemy which
canngt lail of producmg ooe of these two advantaga: “If the esemy
wceeeds you have killed the snake and if the Ltter prevails you have
got nd of your evemy

(P) In the day of battle consider not younself safe because your adver-
nary 13 weak  for he who becomes desperate will ke out the lion s braim

No XXV

\WHEN you have anything to communicate that will distress the heart
of the perton whom 1t concerm. be mient 10 order that he may hear 3t from
some one ehe. () O mightingale bring thou the glad tidings of spring
and leave bad newt to the owl

Ho XXVI

INFORM not the king of the perfidy of any one exceping you are
ussured that he will enurely approve of 1t for otherwise you are only
working your own destruction () When you are purposmg to speak
anything do 1t When you know that your words will take effect In
the breath of a man Words are the essence of perfection s0 do not degrade
younself by umproper speech

Ho XXVIL

He who gives advice to a self-conceited man  stands hireelf 10 need
of counse! from another

No XXvulI

BE not caught by the deceit of an enemy sor be ploud of the
prase of a flatterer for that has spread the thin net and this
bay  opened the palte of avance A blockhead 15 pleased
with prue ke s corpre whose mflated heel has the appesrance of
plumpress.  (P)  Take care bow you listen to the voice of the Baterer
who 1n return for bus Iittle stock expects to derive from you conudenable
advantage  If one day you do not comply wath hus Wishes he imputes
to you two hundred defects wnstead of pedfections
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No. XXIX

UNLESS some one pomt out to an orator his defects his discourse®wiil
never be correct (£ ) Be not vain of the elegance of your discourse, from
the commendation of an 1gnorant person, neither upon the strength of(vour
own judgment

No XXX

EVERY one thinks his own wisdom perflect, and his own child beautiful
(P.) A Jew and a Mahomedan were disputing 1n a manner that made me
laugh The Mahomedan said 1n wrath. “ If this deed of conveyance 1s
not authentic, may God cause me to die a Jew "’ The Jew said  “I
make oath on the Pentateuch, and 1f I swear falsely I am a Mahomedan
like you If wisdom was to cease throughout the world; no one would
suspect himself of 1gnorance

No. XXXI

TEN men Will sit at one table, but two dogs will not be satisfied With
one carcass  The avariclous man, with the whole world at his commands
15 hungry, Whilst he who 1s contented; 1s satisfied with a loaf of bread
(P) The narrow belly 1s filled with a loaf of bread without meat,
but the narrow sight 1s not satisfied with all the riches on the face
of the earth My father, when the term of his Ife was expireds
gave me this one advice, and departed  “Lust 1s a fire, shun 1t
precipitate not yourself into the flames of hell, smmce you will not have
strength 1o support that burning, quench the present flame with the water
of patience ”’

No. XXXII

HE who when he hath the power doeth not good. when he loses the
means will suffer distress (P ) There 1s not a more unfortunate wretch
than the oppressor, for n the day of adversity nobody 1s his friend

No. XXXIII
‘(Some Texts omit Nos 33 & 34 )
L1FE depends upon the support of a single breath, worldly existence 1S
between two non-existences  Those who sell religion for the world ar¢
asses, they sell Joseph and get nothing in return  “Did I not bargain
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with you O 00 of Adam that you should not eerve Satan? By the
advicg of an adversary you are breaking your promue with your friend
behold from whom you have separated and with whom yyou have wnited
yourselves

No XXXIV

SATAN cannot prevail over the mghteous perther the king against the
poot

Trnt not lim who peglecteth hu prayers to God  even although bls
mouth be kept open by fastng  for he who performeth oot the Divine
precepts neither will be care for fus debt to you

No XXXIV (a)

WHATEVER 1s produced in haste goes to waste [ have heard that in
the land of the East they are forty years 1o makiog & chuma cup  they make
a hundred 1 & day at Baghdid and consequently you sec the [ownens
of the price. A chicken as soon 21 1t comes out of the egg seeks 13 food
but an infant hath not remson and ducnmmation  That which was
somethmg all at once never amives at much perfection  and the other
by degirees surpasses all things m power and excellence  Glaw s every-
whete, and therefore of no value the ruby is obtamed with diffculty
and on that account 13 precious.

No XXXV

AFFAIRS are accomplished through patience, and the hasty man, faileth
1o hus undertakings.  (P) 1w with my own eyes m,the"desert a man
who walked tlowly got before one who went fast  The fleet steed was
tred with gallopmg  whilst the camel dnver proceeded m "an equal
slow prce

No XXXVI,
NOTHING 13 80 good for an 1gnorant man as sifence and 1f he was
semsible of th he would not be 1gnomnt () When you possess not

perfection and excellence you had better keep your tongue within your
teeth  The toagoe brings men into disgrace The nut without a kernel
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1s of hght weight A stupid man was training an ass and spent all his
time upon 1t Somebody said, ‘ O blockhead, what art thou endeav-
ourlng to do? for this foolish attempt expect reprehension fromn the
censorious  Brutes will not acquire speech from thee. learn thou silence
from them ' Whosoever doth not reflect before he giveth an answer will
generally speak 1improperly Either arrange your words as a man of sense,
or else sit quiet hike a brute

No. XXXVII

WHENEVER you argue with another wiser than yourself, 1n order that
others may admire your wisdom. they will but discover your 1gnorance
(P) When one manages a discourse better than yourself, although you
may be fully informed, yet do not start objections

No. XXXVIII

WHOSOEVER associates with the wicked wall not see goed (P ) Ifan
angel should keep company with a demon he would learn terror, perfidys
and deceit  You cannot learn virtye from the wiched, the wolf practises
not the tanner’s art

No. XXXIX

PUBLISH not men’s secret faults, for by disgracing them you mahe
yourself of no repute

No. XL ~

WHOSOEVER acquired knowledge, and did not practise 1t, resembleth
him who ploughed but did not sow

No. XLI

OBEDIENCE 1s not truly performed by the body of him whose heart 1s
dissatisfied  The shell Without a Lernel 1s not fit for store

No. XLII

NOT everyone that 1s ready to dispute 1s quich 1n transacting business
(P) A form may appear handsome under a sheet, but remove 1t and you
find a grandmother
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No XLIII

Irgrvery mght wac s mpt of power many of such mghts would be
durerarded (P 1 every stone was a Badaltuh o ruby the ruby and
the pebble would be of equal value

Mo XLV

IT oot every graceful form that contains & good duposition  [or
vitae 1 sn the ennd ot m the appaanace () Youmy Lnow in
one day from & mans mamen lo what degree of bnowledge he las
smwed  howerer be not seeure agamt by mand  neither be prowd of
your disconery for s malipmant spint 13 not te be detected 1n many
years

Ro XLV
Wilo=otvER contendeth with the great sheds hiownbloed (! ) He
who thioks bumrelf great has been compared 1o one who squints and sees
deuble Yoo will get a brolen fromt by spotting your bead agamst a ram

Ko XLVI
17 13 not the part of a wise man 1o box wath a fien or to stnle hu
Bt apaimt asword (/) Nether fght nor contend with one more
powerlul than yoursell bit put your hand under your armpit

No XLVI
A wrak man who contends with one that 1s strong  belnends hus
adverury by his own death (P ) He who was numed 1n the thade how
1% e able 1o accompany the heroes to batile?  He who hath not strength
m bus arm acts foolishly 1n opposing one who has & wont of iron

No XLVIIL

HEe who lutens ol to advice studies to hear reprehension —When
advice guns not sdmimion into the ear of they reprehend you be
sdlenmt
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r‘ 0. XLIX
THE vicious cannot endure the sight of the virtuous , 1n the @me
manner as the curs of the market howl at a hunting dog but dare not

approach him

No. L

WHEN a mean wretch cannot vie with another 1n virtue, out of his
wichedness he begins to slander —The abject envious Wretch Will slander
the virtuous man when absent but When brought face to face. his loguacious
tongue becomes dumb

No LI.

BuT for the cravings of the belly not a bird would have fallen 1nto
the snare , nay the fowler would not have spread his net —The belly
1s chains to the hands and fetters to the feet  He who 15 a slave to his
belly seldom worships God

No. LII

WISE men eat late , holy men half satisfy their appetites, and her
mits take only what 1s suffictent to sustain hfe , young men devour
all that 1s 1n the dish, the old eat until they sweat, but the Kulunders
devour sc voraciously that there 1s not in their stomachs room for crowing
breath, nor 1s there left on the table a morsel for any one —He who 15
aslave to his belly sleeps not for two mights , one night from a Joaded
stomach. and the next mght through want

No LIII

To consult with women 1s ruin, and to be liberal towards the seditious
1s a enme —To show mercy to the sharp-teethed tiger would be domng
Injury to the sheep 'When you support and favour the vicious you
commit wickedness with your power by participation

No. LIV

WHOSOEVER hath his adversary 1n his power and dcth not desiroy
him 15 an enemy to himself “When there 15 a stone 1n the hand and the
head of a snake under the stone, the prudent man delayeth not execution-
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But others have advanced the contrary and snd that i the execution
of a prsoner delry 13 best because you retain the power of killing or of
releaiog, but should he be put to desth withou deliberauien good
coumel may perchance be lost since reparation 15 impossible —It 15 easy
to ake away life but mpossible 1o rafore it Tt a yule of reason that
the archer shoold have patience for when the arrow has left the bow 1t will
nol retum

No LV

THE wne man *ho eopagas m & conlroversy with thoe who are
igronant of the subject thould not entertain any expectation of guining
credit  If an 1gnorant man by hu loquaty should overpower a wire
mn 1t 1 ot to be wondered at because s common stone walf break a
rwel () Why 151t nuprnng sf » nightmgale shoold not sing when a
cow 1 n the ame aage ! {f & virtvows man 1 inpured by a vagabond
be ought not to be sorry or angry  If a worthless stone bruise a golden
cup 1ts own worth 13 ot thersby 1ncreased nor the salue of the gold
lessened

No LVI

IF & wie man falling 1n company wilh mean people does not get
cedit for his discoure be not amazed , for the sound of the harp cannot
overpower  the naise of the drum and the fngrance of ambergns over-
come by fetid gathe—~The ignorant wretch was proud of his loud
voice became he had 1mpodently confounded the man of und d
Are you ignont that the mmial mode of Hizaz u confounded by

the nowse of the wamors drum ?

¥o LVI  a)

IF a pewel falls mto the mud 1t 1s still the tame preciom stone and 1f
dust fies up to the sky 1t retainssts ongmal baseness. A apacity
without education 15 deplorable and education without capacaty 1 thrown
away  Ashes although of hugh ongin and fire being of & noble nature
yet baving no intrinsic worth are no better than dust  Sugar oblawos not
its value from the cane but-from its mnate quality When the land of
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Canaan was without virtue the birth of Joseph did not increase 1ts
digmty  Shew your wvirtue if you possess nobility, for the rose sprang
from the thorn and Abraham from Azar Muskh has the fragrance m
usclf and not from being called a perfume by the druggist The wise
man 15 Dike the druggists chest,” silent but full of virlues , and, the
blochhead resembles a warrior’s drum, noisy but an empty prattler A
Wise man 1n the company of those who are 1gnorant, has been compared
by the sages to a beautiful girl m the company of blind men, or to the
Kurin 1n the house of an infidel

No LVII

A FRIEND Whom you have been gamning during your whole life you
ought not to be displeased with mn a moment —A stone 1s many years
becoming a ruby, take care that you do not destroy 1t n an instant
aganst another stone

Ne. LVIII

REASON 1s under the power of sense, as a man becomes weak 1 the
hand of an artful woman —Shut the door of that house of pleasure
which you hear resounding with the loud voice of a woman

No LIX.

A PURPOSE,without power 1s fraud and deceit and power without
design, 1s 1gnorance and madness—The first requisites are judgment;
pprudence, and wisdom, and then a hingdom ; because putting power
and wealth 1nto the hand of the ignorant 1s furnishing weapons against
themselves

¢ No LX

THE liberal man who eats and bestows 1s better than the religious
man, who fasts and hoards Whosoever hath forsaken luxury lo gam
the approbation of mankind hath fallen from lawful into unlawful
voluptuousness —The hermt, who sitteth 1n rebrement, not for the sahe
of God, what shall the hopeless wretch behold 1n a dark murror ?
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No LX (1)

Avointe and & batle collected  together  become & preat
deal theheap i the bam comnts of ninghe prams and drop and drop
form an inundation T¢  be who hays nat s powalul band and 15 beaten
wih & stone walche fox an opportumity 1o tale revenge on hu
enemy  Whererer dropt of water collect tog ther & siver 1 formed
ard whae soveral mens pm a sea 13 formed —Many a httle maker s
mickle  The com 1n the pranary conmsts of many wepanate graine

Ko LXI

A @I man ought ool to sgffer the imolence of & common penen
1o pav umnolierd ar he thereby s both e for fus own ree
pectability will be bwsened and the other confrmed 10 hus sgnorance
(") When you mak taa low (dlow with findeers and bempnny
sncrearet bis anogsnce and perrenenes

No LX1I

Six by whomoever commitied s detestable but modt 10 1n & Jearned
mn  beaawe lamuog uw the wapon for combatng Satan  and of
the ammed man 1 Laken prsoner the greater woll be b shame—An
pmorant plebenn of  dusolite marmens 18 bettey than a fearned mon with-
ol temperance  for that through blindnts lost the road and thu  whe
had two eyes fell 1nto the well

No LXIT (a)

LiFE 15 under the protection of one breath  snd the world & soul
between 1wo nomcxistences.  Those who sell their rehipion for worddly
goods are fools  What do they sell Joseph (12 rehgiog) for 2

By imhigation of the enemy you breke your [sth with your {nend
tee from whom you have separated and with whom you have jomed ?

No LXIL (&)

SATAN will pot keep company with the ancere and & Sulan with
the poor
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Do not bend him who daes not pray, although his mouth be open
on account of poverty He who does not observe divine precepts,
will not care for his debt due to you To-day he will ask for dishes
of food, which can satisfy two persons, and to-morrow when you ash
for repayment he will abuse you o

No. LXIII,

He whose bread people do not eat 1n his Iifetime, when he dies they
mention not his name. The widow relishes grapes. and not the master
of the vine-yard  Joseph the Just. when there was a famme in Egypt,
ate not lms All .n order that he might not forget those who wwere
hungry He who lives 1n ease and wealth, how can he know what 1t 1s
to be hungry ? He Lnows the condition of the distressed; whose own
circumstances are needy O thou who art mounted on a swift horses
reflect that the ass ladened with thorns 1s sticking 1n the mud ~ Ask not
fire from the house of the neighbouring darwish, for that which 1ssues
from his chimney 1s the smoke of his heart

No LXIV

IN a season of scarcity and drought. inquire not of a distressed
darwish how he does, unless you mean to apply omntment to his wound
by giving him sustenance—When you see a loaded ass sticking 1n
the mud, take compassion on him, or at any rate, pass not over his head »
but when you proceed and inquire how he came there, bind up your
loms as becometh a man, and lay hold of the ass’s tail

No LXV

C
Two things are morally impossible  to enjoy more than Provi-
dence has allotted, or to die before the appointed time —Destiny
will not be altered by our uttering a thousand lamentations and
sighs, nor by our praises or complants The angel who presides over
the treasury of winds, what does he care if the lamp of an old widow

1s extinguished ? ‘
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NHo. LXVI
O,THOU who ait 1n winmt of swbimeac b €othd=at tht thou sl
et And (hoa whom death huh tequired flee not for thou canut not
preserve thy We  With or without your exertion Provideace will Lestow
daily’bread  and 1f thou stiouldat be 1o the pws of the liea or of the tiper
they tould net devoot you excepting oa the day of your detmy

Ho LXVIL
TUAT which 1 net allotted, the hand cxanot reach, and what 1s allott=d
will fad you wheeer yos miy b Yoa hare hard with what ta]
Silsnder pemetrated (o the lind of dutkaers  and that, alter sl be did pot
taste the water of immortality

Ho LXVIII
A FISHERUAN unuued by detiny cau'd not aatch & fshan the
Tigr and the fs4 without fate could eet have di=d on the dry land
The coretom man exploess the whel world 1a ponunt of a sabustence
and fate 13 close a1 bus heels

No LXIX

A WICKED nich man 15 a clod of eanth gilded and a pious darwash 13
u brauty solfed with earth  This wean the patched girment of Moses
and that has the dleer of Phanosh covered with jowek The vinuous
man under advertity preserves a cheerfud countenance but the wicked man
in prospenity holds down his head —Whosoever poutsiss rank and waalih
and refieves not thote who are in distress anform him that 1n the next
world he will find neither dignity nor nches.

Ko LXX.

THE envious man begrudgeth the bountiful goodness of God and s
mimical 1o thos  who wee 1anocent

Theard a httle feflow wth dry bran speakmng durapectfully of a person
of nnk. Tend “OSir 11l you are unfortunate what crime have fortunate
men committed 7° Wish not il to the eavious man for the unfortunate wretch
uacalimiy to imell  Where 13 the need of your shewmg enmity towards
him who hat such an adversary at hu heds.
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No LXXI

A STUDENT without inchination 1s a Jover without money, a trageller
without observation 1s a bird without wings, a learned man without works
1s a tree without fruit, and a devotee without knowledge 1s a house

without a door <

No LXXII
THE Kuran was revealed that men might learn good morals and not
that they should recite the written sections  The unlettered religious man 1s
a {oot-traveller. whilst the neglhgent learned man 1s a sleeping nder A
sinner who lifts up his hands 1n prayer 1s better than a devotee who exalts
his head —A military officer who 1s good-natured and courteous 1s better
than an oppressive lawyer

————— Y

No LXXIII
A LEAFNED man without works 1s a drone without honey  Say to the
austere and uncivil bee ¢ Drone when you cannot afford honey, do not
sting ”’
No LXXIV

A MAN without virllity 1s a woman, and an avaricious devoteels a
highway robber —O thou who hast put on white garments to appear holy
in the sight of men thou hast thereby blackened the register of worhs, the
hand ought to be restramned from worldly pursuits, whether the sleeve 1s
long or whether 1t 1s short

No LXXV

Two persons never free their hearts of regrel, nor their sorrowing fect
from the mudt  One 1s the merchant whose ship has been wreched and the
other the heir who has got into the company of Ku]unders , as they have
sud  To the Darwishes your blood 1s lawful if you do not gne any part
of your propertypin chanty-  Eather do not be the friend of darwishes or
gne up all these worldly things  Eather do not form friendship with an
clepbant driver or begin giving everything i the house for the food of the
clephant
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No LXXV ()

ALTHOUCH a drets batowed by a mosarch 11 valinble yet ones awn
corre chothes are preferable and ahthough the great man 3 food 1 exqumite
5t the scrap of one s own Lable are more deliciow.—Vinegar and pot
hefs eblained by eac s oven labour ste preferable to bread and lamb recetved
from the hand of the head-man of the villige

Ko LXXVI

T 1 contrary 1 Temen and to the coumse! of the wise 16 ke mdiaine
without confidence or to travel an unknown road without accompanying
the camvan

No LXXVII

THEY nked Imim Munhid Muh d bin Muh d Ghaznly
{on whom be the merey of God') by what means be had attuined to
soch a degree of knowledg  He rephied  ~ In this manner whatever
{ did not know | was not ashimed 1o enquire about —There will
be reasomable hoper of teconery when you gt a shilful physctan to.
feed your pulse  Inquire about everything that you do not know  since
for the small trouble of asking you will be guided 1n the respectable
road of knowledge

No LXXVIIl

WHENEVER you are certain that anythimg will be known 1o you in
time be not basty 10 inquineg afier t as you will theteby fesen your
suthonty and respecability () When Lukmitn saw that in the hand of
David won became miraculowly fike wax he did not ask how he did 1t
beiog peraded that withodt asking 1t would be made known

No LXXIX

AMONGST the qualifcations for society 1t 15 pecessary exther that you
attend to Lhe concerm of your homchold or die devot younelf 1o redigion
Telf your story 10 conformity to the temper of the hearer 1f you know that
he 15 well duposed towards you  Any wite man who assocmtes with
Manun will tafk of nothing else but of the face of Laila
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No. LXXX

WHOSOEVER associates with the wicked; although he may not 1rnb1be
their principles; will be accused of followmg their ways, 1n like manner,
as if a person should go to a tavern with intention to say his prayers, 1t
would only be 1magined that he went there to drink wine (P ) You lave
stigmatised yourself wath the character of 1gnorance from having associated
-with the 1gnorant [ asked a wise man to tell me a maaim  He replied.
“ Associate not wath the 1gnorant, for if you are a man of judgment you
will thereby become an ass; and if you are 1gnorant you will increase
your stupidity 7

No LXXXI.

IT 15 well known that if a child lays hold of the bridle of a tractable
camel he may be led a hundred furlongs without being 1n the least disobe<
dient; but if the road becomes dangerous and threatens death, and the
child. through 1gnorance; wants the camel to go that way: he shps the bridle
out of his hand and will not obey him any longer, because in the time of
danger courteousness 1s a crime, for they havesaid: ¢ An enemy does not
become a friend through indulgence, nay, 1t increases his avarice —Be
humble unto him who shews you kindness: and to him who acts contranly
fill his eyes with dust Speak not with favour and kindness to a man of
austere countenance; for rusty iron 1s not polished with a smooth file

No LXXXII

‘WHOSOEVER Interrupts the conversation of others to make a display of his
-own wisdom certamnly betrays his ignorance  The sages have said that a
wise man speaheth not until they ask him a question ~ Although the tempera-
ment of the discourse may be true yet it 15 difficult to admit his pretensions

No. LXXXIII.

ONCE when I hada sore under my garment, my Shaikh (on whom
be the mercy of God ! ) every day ashed me “ How do you do?
avoiding to mention the seat of my complaint, for 1t 1s not decent to call
cvery part by its name He who does not ponder his words will be
offended at the answer which he receives  (.) As long as you arem

4
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doubt whether an expression u perfectly correct you ought not to epen
your mouth {f by spealing truth you should continue 1n confinement
1 Vbetter than pettng rckeased by uttening {alichood

No LXXXIV

TELLING a he 1 ke anflicting & wound which when healed kaves
asar  Joseph s brethren kaving become notorious for falschood  when
they rpoke truth it was not beliaed  God hathsasd  ( You shall be
interrogated concernmg your affcctioms ) (/) \When one who practises
veracily commils a mntake it 13 alowable 10 pan it over but when he
who 15 notorious for falrwehood mealstruth you will say it 1w o lie

No LXXXV

MaN 1 beyend dnpute the mont excellert of ctested beings and the
wilat animal 1 & dog  but 1ages agree that a grateful dog 18 better than
sn ungisteful wan (7)) A dognover forgets a morsel although you
pelt bim a hundied times vth steres. But 1f you chensh a mean wretch
foran age he will fight wath you for & mere tnfle

No LXXXVL
A SENSUALIST docs not practise virtue and he who 13 unskulful s not
Bt to rule over others Spare not the voraciows ox fora glutton 13 given
lo soth I you wuh to fatten Iike an ox submit your body to the
oppressors Iike an ass.

No LXXXVII

1T 14 said n the Gospel “O soms of Adam 1f | should grant you
néhes you would be more imtent on them than on re and if I
should make you poor your hearts would be sorowful and then
how could you properly celehrate my praise and efter what manmer
would you worstup me? (P') Sometimes 1n afffuence you are proud and
neghgent and agam 1n poverty you are afllicted and wounded
Since such w your dipontion both i happiness and an musery
Tknow not at what time you will find lewsute to worship God
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No LXXXVII

THE Divine will displaces one from the thione of royalty and
preserves another 1 the fish’s belly —Happy 1s the state of him who
keepeth thee, O God, 1 continual remembrance; although he were

i the belly of the whale, like Jonas ’

No. LXXXIX.

Ir God should unsheath the sword of his wrathful indignation
both prophets and saints would shrink back wath dread, and if he
were to bestow a glance of bemgnity the wicked would obtan virtue
(P) 1If, at the resurrection, he should be strict in judgment; what can even
the prophets plead n excuse Let us say  “Out of thy mercy remove
the veil, seeing that sinners are 1n hopes of pardon ”’

No. XC.

HE who 15 not brought into the road of rectitude by worldly
affictions shall suffer eternal pumshment The Almighty said. (“Ofa
truth, I will cause you to suffer hght pumishment, and not the greatest
torments ) Great men first admonish and then confine , when they give
advice and you listen not, they put you 1n fetters

No XC (a)

The fortunate take warning from the histories and precepts of the
ancients 1 order that they themselves may not become an example to
postenity  (P.) The bird alighteth not on the spread net when it
beholds another bird 1n the snare  Take warning by the misfortunes of
others that others may not take example from you.

No. XCI.

HE who 15 born deal, how can he hear, and he on whom the noose
1s flung, how can he avoid going? (P) To those who are befriended
by God the dark mght 1s as bright as the shimng day; but this happiness
1s not procurable by the strength of the arm until 1t 1 granted by God
To whom else shall I complain since there 1s no other Judge and there
bemng no hand higher than Thine? Whosoever Thou guidest, cannot
stray, and whosoever Thou causest to wander hath no guide
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No XcCU

A DarwisH whost ead 13 good 11 betterthana king whose ead 13 evil
It 1 beter to suffer sorrow before than after the enjoyment of happiness

No XCIIL

THE sty enriches the earth wath showersand the earth retums st nothing
but dot A par exudes whatever it contains.  If my disposition 18 not
worthy m your mght quit not your own good mannen

The Almighty beholdeth the enime and concealeth 1t and the neighbour
seeth ot ye proclumeth st aboud () God praserve us! o men knew
what 1 done 1n secret no one would be free from the interference
of othens

No XCIV

GoLD 15 cbtained from the mine by digging the earth and from the
muer by digging his soul  Men of grovelling dusponition expend not. and
hoard with-care  saying that the hopes of expending 1s better than having
spent You will s*c one day wceording to the wish of the enemy the
money Jeft and the wretch dead

No XoV
THosE who do rot pity the weak will sulfer violence from the pawerful
(') Tt does pot always happen that the strong arm can overpower the
hand of the wenk Distress not the heart of the weak lest you fall by
one tmore poverful than yourself

No XCVI,
(2.) THE wise man, on beholding contention withdraweth himself ,

and when he seeth pence droppeth anchor because there 1s fafety on the
beach and here 15 enjoyment 1n the middle.

No XOVIL

(3)  THE gamester wants three nixes butthreencestumn up  Pasture
land 15 a thousand times better than the plam, but the horee has rot command
of the reins
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No XCVIII.

(1) A DARwISH 1 his prayer, said  ‘* O God, shew pity toxzards
the wicked, for on the good thou hast already bestowed mercy by having
created them virtuous ”’

No XCIX.

JamsHID 1ntroduced distinctions 1n dress, and was the first person who
wore a ring on the left finger They ashed him why he had given the
whole grace and ornament to the left, whilst excellence belongs to the nght
hand ? He rephed ““ The right hand 1s completely ornamented by 1ts own
recitude” (P ) Faridun commanded the Chinese embroiderers to
embroider the following words on the outside of his pavilion “O man of
prudence, do thou good to the wicked, for the virtuous are of themselves
great and happy ”’ '

No. C

THEY said to a great man * Seeing that the right possesses so much
excellence, what 1s the reason of their wearing the ring on the left hand ”
He rephed ‘ Don’t you know that the virtuous man 1s always neglected »’
He who hath appointed both happiness and misery bestoweth ether virtue

or riches

No CI

HE 1s the proper person to give advice to kings who neither dreads
the loss of his head nor seeks for reward (P ) He who 1s orthodoxs
whether, you pour money under his feet or apply an Indian scimitar
to his head has neither hope nor fear from any one, and this 1s the true
basis of piety (

No. CII

A KING 15 for the restraint of oppressors, the Superintendent of
Police for guarding off murderers, and the Cazi for hearing complaints
agamst thieves T'wo men of honest mtentions never refer therr complaimnt

to the Cazy

-
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(P) When you pereerve what 13 just and that 1t must be given st s
better to give it with kindoers than wath contention and dupleasure  If
a min does not pay the tax vallingly the oficer s serant will exact it by
force

Ho olI

THE teeth of every ont wre blunted by wournenn  excepting the
Cizi's whxh are affected by sweetnen  The Clz who takes four
cocumbers as a bribe  will admit evidence 1 your favour for ten fickds
of mukmelons.

No CIv

WHAT an an o/d woman do but vow not {o 1in any more or a
degraded supenistendent of palice besides prominag not to mjure mankind ?
A youth who makes choice of retirement 1 & honlike man 1n the path of

God {or an old man 15 not able to move from his cormer

Ko oV

THEY asked a wise man ¢ Why out of many famous trees which the
Almighty bath created lofty and frurt-besning  the cyprem alone 1 aalled
free ahhough it beareth pot frmt  He replied  “ Every tree hath 1ts
appomted frmt and season with which 1t 11 at one time flounshing and at
another ime destitute and withering to neither of which states the cyprem
1 cxpoed, being always flounshing as 13 the state of these who are free
(P) Piace not your heart on that which 1s transitory for the rver Tigna
will continve to flow through Baghdid after that the Caliphs shall have
ceued to reign 1f you are sbles imitate the date tree 1o liberality bm
ﬁyouh:venoubemmo!‘mumﬁance:befrmﬁhlhecyrrm

No CVL,

Two persons died and carnied with them regret  he who had nches
and dud not enjoy and he who had kmowledge but made no me of 1t
No ozt ever sw & learned man who was a muer that people did not
endeavour to po:nt out his faults but 1f a generom man hath two hundred
defects hus generonty will cover them
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EPILOCGUE

CONCLUSION OF THE BOOK

THROUGH God’s assistance, the book entitled the * Garden of
Roses ”’ 1s now brought to a conclusion Throughout the
whole of this work I have not foliowed the custom of authors by
serting verses borrowed from former writers

IT 1s better to be dressed in ome’s own old garments than
to ask the loan of a new vest

THE discourses of Sadiare for the most part cheerful and
mixed with pleasantry 6n which account the short-sighted extend
the tongue of reproach, saying, that 1t 1s not the part of a wise man
to waste the brammin vain pursuits, and to endure the smoke
of the lamp without deriving any advantage, however the
enlightened minds of the intelhgent, who comprehend the
tendency of a discourse; are sensible that the pearls of salutary
advice are threaded on the string of style, and that the batter
medicine of admonition 1s mixed with the honey of pleasantry
in order that the reader might not i disgust refuse his
acceptance

WE have offered our advice in 1ts proper place and spent a

; long time on the undertaking ; if 1t 15 not hstened to with the ear

of avadity yet the messenger performs hus duty by delivering the
message ;

O thou who perusest this bool,, entreat the mercy of God for 1ts
author, and pardon for him who transcribed 1t, and ask for your
own self whatever good you may require, after which implore
forgiveness for the owner of it  The book i1s finished through
the a1d of that Monarch whe 1s the bestower of all good gifts
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