L e e S~ S - s

tomer’s Mistake to Hasten Pay-
sment of His Account.

" "Marry Petosky, who conducts a cigar

store In Philadelpbia 18 the po&'

"isessor of an old fashioned type

“~ter. At the end of every typewritten
. ,page be Is in the habit of putting H. P.
], C. 8, the first two being his ini-
. ‘tials and the last set for Independent
... Clgar Stare.
) A few weeks ago, In writing to &
. delinquent customer to remit his ao-
- ycount, he forgat to attach the series

: “"What has be-
come of your stenographer since you
wrote me last? I notice you d!d not
sput H. P—L C. 8. on your let
: For the time surprised at the l’abe
‘impression he had been creating,
" .. Harry, with ready wit, answered at
' once:
.. "Had to fire the poor gir! this week,
?becauae you're holding a week's salary

) st. once"

HE WAS ON THE WHITE LIST

“"Newcomer Lsearned Why, Having
Subscribed, He Never Was Sare-
"~ naded by the Local Sand.

v A Frenchman bought » house in the
" country, and had hardly settled there
" ywhen the local band called and aaked

;tor bis sudbscription to {ts funds. He

‘. pnt his name down for contribution,

“which, as he understood, entitled him

.to be serenaded on Sundays. Sundays

-- .came and went. The band played at

’mious/houses. but never at his
*iFinally, the London Telegraph says,
. ;the band called, not to play, but to col-

-Ject the donor’'s subscription. He u.ld

~“But you have nover played to me.”

* The bandmaster iocked surprised.

“What does monsieur think of us?

1Does he suppose that it wé had played

we should ask him for money? Mon-
sleur evidently does not know our

_iband. Mounsieur, having promised

' generous contribution, is on our white
:1i8t, that ot the supporters whom we

o ;,lp&re."

e The Trimmers Trick.
I took the trouble to watch a trim-
mer fill a basket with ordinary pota-
© ioes, writes “Tip” In the New York
- .Press. He took an emormous potato
" 'too big to sell to any wise buyer. He
" put this potato on end with crowns
7 up In the basket and then he bullt
-<-upon it a kiad of trestlework or
"“bridge, plling on the fine aized, nice,
" round baking boys on top. When the
“costomer buys, the atatoes are
".poured as quickly as a fiash into a big
‘bag and it 18 only when the hqusewife
‘gets home. that she find the glant-
mized potato nearly filling the bag,
and she wisens up when she cuts up
the big, fat boy for boiling. As &
rule. the big onos have a great big
7 hollow heart and insides as black as
“a man’s hat. Nowsadays they are sell-
. ""ing tomatoes and other truck om
... baskets, not in them. They take a
: nice big wad of paper and fill up the
basket to the top and then pile in tht

produoo and put oo the price

L Vonlu.
= Of the hooks about Venice there I8
“mo end. For the kistorian the “Quesn
.ot the Adriatic” has always possessed
©.." » pecullar charm, and there are any
" pumber of histeriss of the famous
< city-state. Of comres the great reser
“*" ‘wvoir of informstion concerning the Ve-
-,.-hetian mepublic is the “Archives of
* Venice,” published at intervals
‘throughout the years and still belng
vegularly sdded to. In order to be
_come posted on the “monstary sys-
“tem of the Vensthan Republic” one
would have to wade through many
vorh bearing gemsrally upon Vene
thn history. There is no single ex-
. heustive work along that particular
line. but in nearly all of the histories
“ of the repudblic may be found some-
leng {llustrative of her wonderfql

nmncm -yum

Early Weapons.

m eariiest weapons of mankind-—
+-~of the cutting, thrusting, hacking and
T stabbing variety—were undoubtedly
" suggested by the nstural weapons of!
~7"the animsls—the tusks of the boar,
. slephant and walres, the sword of the
Fowordfish and norwhal, the pointed
s ntlers of the deer,and the short horns
of the steer. In fct, it is well known)
~4hat thess weapoas, taken directly:
from the fruits of the chase, were act-'
“ually employed By men before they
. masde for themselves any other weap
«on than the club. The sword s sim-
Z:’ply the bullalors lomg curved horn
- made into stesl and flattened out,
~Just as the dirk ia deer's antier made
" sout of the same material, and on to the

-end of the chapter.

i True to the Death.
. Not long since the driver of the en-
- gine on one of the Belglan lines of
“’railway saw a large dog on the road-
way between the metals. He put on
“+ the whistle, yet it did not move, but
- ‘only stood and berked furiously at the
~ -mpproaching engine. B8till on, on, on,
.-+ came the train, amd stiil there stood
;- - -.‘the dog, mare furtous than before. The
_itrain passed, and at the next station
‘it was noticed that a part of s dress
‘wras clinging o the whee! guard. A
.messenger was sent back, when a2
;flesd child was found, which had evi-
.Mently fallen nsleep, and whom the
Tnoble dog tried to protect to the very
f_s;;hm, giving bis very lite sooner than
fitnch frem his trust,

. 'CIGAR DEALER'S READY WIT

“WPhiladelphian Takes Advantage of Cus-

-.of letters. The ocustomer, noting the -

,tbat I wanted to ;tve her. Pleue remit

o

LIFE IN A PERUVIAN VALLEY

Annie 8. Peck Describes Home
“Heart of the Mountalns, Where
-Bhe Was Entertained.

in

——

. 'My home in this wonderful valley.
‘where for weelis on three separate ex-
peditions, 1 have been hospitably enter-
tained, is for the most part a house ofn
‘a single story built around two courts.
or patios. Arriving on foot or horse-
back, one passes through s wide vest-
bule into s large patlo surrounded by
a covered corridor or veranda and the
principal rooms of the dwelling. The
drawing room is furnished with Brus-
-sela carpet, large mirror, marble-top-
ped tables, and expensive uphoistered
furniture. A piano, too, is here, as
fn every house where I was entertain-
ed. The stranger coming, as he must,
on bhorseback, 80 milles from the sea-
port of Casma or Samanco up over the
Black range &nd down into the val-
ley, will wonder how the great mir
rors, the pmno, the heavy French fur-
niture, were brought to this town to
which no rallroad or carriage
leads. Neither mule nor burro, the
erdinary freight carriers here, can
transport a plano on his back. From
Bamanco a cart road leads 30 mlles
to Moro. For the remsaining 60 miles,
up over a pass as high as the top of
the Matterhorn, 14,700 feet, and down.
a steep path to the valley, the planc is
_ borne on the shoulders of men. Luck--
{ly for the gemtlefolk, labor is cheap
—30 cents a day. —Annle 8. Peck, Iin
ﬂnpor’s Bazar. S SR ‘

T WAS A TRAGEDY ANYWAY

Hw Professer lnmfo. Got Tluglod
Up In CQﬂ-ylnu Out His Wlf"l
_ Instructions. Do

The people didn't merely look at
Profcnor Branefog—they stared. He
!Xnew he was absent minded at times,
,and he wondered whether he bhad
,rubbed his face with boot polish In-
stead of cold cream after he had
shaved, or whether he had forgotten
to chenge his dresging gown for his
frock coat.

But a kind policeman put things
right. ‘

“Are you aware, sir, that you are
carrying a joint of beef in your arms?”
he asked. )
~ “Goodness me!” sald the professor.
‘*“I knew something was wrong. My
_wife told me to put her Sunday hat
‘on the bed, to place this joint in the.
'oven and to take the baby and the
dog out for a walk."™

“You've not put the baby in the
oven, surely 7’ said the law’s guardian,

“I put something in it.,” said Brane-
fog; “but I don's know whether it was
the baby or the dog."”

With bated breath they hurried to
the professor’s house. Here, on the
bed, 1ay the baby and the dog; but it
was juat as bad for Branefog. It was
his wife's Sunday hn.t that waa in t.he
ovcn’

.

. Taking & Blg Risk.

It was well known in Mayville that
.when Cyrus Fanning lent anything
-from a hammer to a plow, he expect.
ed a good return for the favor. - It
"was & matter for astonishment to Wil-
son Green, however, when, on inquir-
.ing of Mr. Fanning how much it would
cast to rent his long ladder for an
afternoon, Cyrus replied promptly:
1*One dollar fifty.”

“Now, look here, Cy,” remounstrated
his neighbor, “you know I've gut to
borrow it, for mine isn’t long enough
10 reach where I'm obliged to climb
to search out that chimney leak for
the Widow Sears. Can’t you make it
less?

“No, ] can't,” and Mr. Fanning shook
his small head and closed his obsti.
nate mouth,

“Why can't you? demanded Wilson
'Green.

“Because there's a weak place. in {t
two-thirds the way up,” snapped Mr.
Fanning. “It'll bear my weight a'
right, but you're & good thutty pound }
heavier. If it gave way under Yyoi
‘twould cost me a dollar to’ get 1
mended. Considering the risk, I call :
dollar 'n’ half chup "-—Youth' Con
panion. .

L They Rasslem Play.

The now - worldfamous “Passion’
Play” at Oberammergau is sald to
have had its origin, about 1833, in the
deep contrition of mind born of a
great pestilence. Certain survivors of
the plague resolved that ever after
ward, at stated intervals, they would
celebrate the “Passion of Christ” as
s token of their reverential gratitude
Beginning on & small soale, the play
gradually grew in importance until it
is now known all over the world, hav-
ing visitors from pretiy nearly every
civilized country op earth.  While
-Oberammergau is still, and will prob
ably remain, the center of the institu.
tion, Passion plays are beginning ta
be established in the surrounding re
gionl noubly in Switserland.

A Sharp Retort. .

“My dear’” sald the thin little
Brighton man to his wife, “this paper
says that there is a woman down in

Devonshire who goes out and chops
wood with her husband.”

“Well, what of {t? I think abe
could easlly do 1t if he is as thin as
you are.
fng you to peel potatoes with.'

The thin man laid down his paper
with a =igh that sounded like the
squeak of a penny whlstle —hondon
ltﬂ

,'
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. The Problem.
."How gueer Agnes looks of late'”
“Yes. I can’t make out whether 1%'s
dress reform or bn.rd
per's Bamr. .

Jeemang
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'INFLUENCE OF WEST POINT

Cadet on Home Visit Surprises Young
Brother and Teaches

g :Good Leson.
‘When Bob, our gallant West Polnt
cadet, came home for his long fur-
lough, he slept with 12.year-old Dick.
In the morning he thoroughly shocked
Master lazybones by stripping the
clothes from the bed and putting the
room in good order before he came
down to breakfast. Dick's eyes were
rounder than ever when Bob explained
that every cadet was required to keep

Wm: room and clothes in immaculate

condition. Before the end of Bob’s
furlough the boys had turned the cozy
little room lato & bare apartment
which Dick cared for with great pride.

The wholesome discipline and results
of the West Point training seem to us
to offer valuable lessons to American
parenta and teachers.

Shortly after Bob's visit the question
of extra spending money worked itself
out in a very satisfactory way. Dick
often teased for things that were be-
yond the ltmits of his moderate allow-
ance. He is now able to add to his
income by working around the house
and grounds. Each hour of consclen-
tious effort adds six cents to his al-
lowance. Consequently he is eager to
wash dishes, sweep, weed, paint, wash
windows, and do many other things
that he formerly regarded as particu-
larly obnoxious.

His parents and friends have noticed
with amusement that the money he
has earned is spent with much greater
discrimination than that which is l‘lnn
to hlm —Hupers Bazar.

EASY, HONORABLE WAY OUT

French Ambassador’s Good Story of a

-~ French: Duke lllustrates Hls

" . Definition of Diplomacy.

The French ambassador, at one of
the superb dinners at the embassy in
Washington, said of diplomacy:

“Diplomacy may be defilned as »
way out-—an easy, pleasant, honorable
way out.

“A young royalist duke, from a story
current about him, 18 well versed in
diplomacy.

“This young map visited a
millionaire in Cannev durlng the Ri-
viera season, and his host’s daughter
was thrown at his head—so much so,
in fact, that when he came to leave

Cannes his hostess took him aside and .

declared gravely:

“‘It's reported all over that yom
art to marry Claire. 1 don't know
what to say to people.’ .

“The duke smiled easily.

**‘Oh, just tell them, he uxd. ‘thu

Claire refused me.’ " .

The Useful Kilideer.

The Kkilldeer, if it is eaten at all in
this part of the country, cannot stand
in high favor. There is no talk of
killdeer hunting. They are not to be
percelved in the string of birds the
successful hunter likes to display. But .
there are pathetic evidence to be
noted on the beaches:- that thoss

“sportsmen’” who shoot at anything

Uving find in the killdeer a target to
their lking.

In a bulletln just put out by the ag-

.tculture department it appears that

this beautiful, If somewhat unmusicat

~ bird, renders very eficient service to
mankind.

It preys upon mosquito
larvae. The diving bettle, a great en-
emy to the fish hatchertes and de
‘structive to fish food, 18 a tit-bit very
much to the taste of the killdeer. He
is an industrious hunter of the 'cray-
fish which are a nulsance where
marshland is dyked. He followa 'the
plow of the farmer and picks up
grubs, cut worms, lea? beetles and
other pests of agricature. He eats
little or no vegetable food, and prob-
ably then, as in the case of the quall,
only if he can find no insects.—Toledo
Blade.

" Smuggling in 1taly.

Smuggling goods into Italy by aero-

plane, which has led to a serious accl-
dent near Mont Cenis, will probably
be extensively practiced in the future,
despite the attendant risks. The Ita}

. isn laws. against smuggling are gosg

severe. A peasant caught with only~
a pound of contraband tobacco is pret-

ty sure to incur two years' Imprison- |

ment, besides paying a heavy fine.
The customs officials, too, are author
1264 to éhoot persous crossing the
frontier who refuse to halt when chal-
‘lenged, and several lives are thus sao-
rificed - every year. Stlll, the profits of
emuggling are so great that many
brave theee perils. A knapsack filled
with tobacco or salt, safely landed,

yields a small fortune to the smuggler,

50 heavy are the taxes upon these.

»

*

i » Cheeses as Heirlooms.
" In séme parts of Switzerland.it is

" sald that cheewes form family heir.

looms which are sometimes handed
down from one generation to another.
At Les Ormonts, in the canton of
Vaud, it 18 customary to make special
cheeses for certain family feasta.
They are. tagged with explanatory
labels and eaten several years later,
at other feasts, oy even at funerals.
Recently, .at Les Ormonts, in & con-
cealed shalter, there was digcoverad a
cheese dating from 17856. It was as
hard as a rock and had to be cut with
A saw.
good.

X%
Must Be Careful.
“ Mr. Justrich—That there soulptor
chap says he's going to mnko a bust
of me.
Mrs. Justrich—Henry, lt'l dreadful

the way you ulk Bay “buut” not

“bust.”

e g ——

Him ..
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It is reported to have tasted

[
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NOT JUST WHAT HE WIRED

Wife Refused to Wali, but It Wu
' No Wcmder That 8he Was
) - Angry.

A sgpeaker at a dinper {n New
York, sald of certaln customs dodg-
ers:

“They do very incriminating things,
then they clalm that these things are
mistakes. Granting them to be mis-
takes, they are suspiclous—as suspi-

. cious as the business man’s wire.

“The wife of a young business man
got a wire from her husband the other
evening that said:

‘“Shall dine with Milly Brown, an
old gal of mine. Wil be late. Don't
wall for me.’

“When the business man reached
home at midnight, hls wife met him
in the hall.

¥ ‘Walil for you!’ she sneered. ‘Why,
1 wouldn’'t wail for the best man t.hn
ever lived. [et alone you!"”

L'“Why, my dear—— he Btammered.

“Then, bursting Into tears, she
handed him the telegram, and in a
Jity he explained that what he had
really wired was:

“‘Shall dine with Billy Brown, an
old pal of mine. Will be late. Don’t
wa’t ror me.'" . P . L

WAS BEGINNING TO OXIDIZE

That Was the Dlaﬂhotlo of 8kin Die

- vease Patlent Made by Litho- !

.graphic Pressman.

A lthographic pressman, who has
had a lot of troudble with metal plates
in his time, was recently taken ill and
went to the Post-graduate hospital on
a day that a clinic was deing held. By
mistake he got into a room where
the student doctors were beginning to
assemble and was taken for one of
them. In a -short time the professor
who was to lecture to the class came
in, accompanlied by a patient who was
afflicted with some sort of skin dis-
ease which made his face appear
rough and unsightly. The professor
began to “quiz” the students as to the
probable cause of the disease and ita
cure. The lithographer listened with
interest. After a while {t came hia
turn to answer guestions. Being asked
his opinfon as to the cause of the
eruptions, and not. to be caught with.
out an answer {n this, to him, new
game, he sald: “I don’t know exactly
what alls him, but it looks to me as
- if the cuss was beginning to oxidize.”
-—Natlonal Lithographer. :

No Figure of Speech.

Of all the things that may befall &
church, nothing could be much strang-
er than the destruction of a lMttle -
‘b house of worship north of Hudson Bay,
as once reported by Bishop Willlams
of Marquette,

He had attended a synod of the Ca-
madian church at Winnipeg, and there
had seen a missionary blshop, who
had been six weeks on the way, hav-
ing ‘come most of the distance in a
canoe. The missionary bishop report-
ed gravely that the diocese of a broth-
er bishop had ‘‘gone to the dogs.”

Being asked for an éxplanation, he
said that the Eskimos in the diocese
had built a church with whales' ribs
for rafters, and covered it with walrus
hide. The little church held eighty
persons; but in the time that elapsed
between two services the building was
set upon by a pack of famished dogs,
and demolished in a few hours.—
Youth’'s Companion. _ S
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The Great Can Afford to Be Simple.

It takes a very great personage In-
dped to carry the principle of being
unostentatious into modern entertain-
ing, says the Gentlewoman of Leondon.
The almost universal idea nowadays
seems to provide gorgeous flowers,
the dernfer cri in music, and any’
amount of succulent viands as a dribe
to smart young men and women of
fashion, if baply they be kind enough
to come and dine or dance,

“Yet even in society there are yet
one or two houses where s simple
buffet supper is thought to be all suf-
cient, and I knew of one ducal house
where plates of biscuits and psand.
wiches, with lemonade and olaret cup -
are considered ample refreshment for

| the very disGiIRASE JUW whe RTe
from time to time invited to evening
parties in the particular mansion.”™ "

e

Beveral Things and an Architect.

“Seeing Is belleving, eh?” sald an
oculist. “Well, Do saw was ever more:
absurd than that You see a horse's:
head and & flour barrel, and you be-’
lieve the barrel i1s longer than the
horse’'s head, don’t you? Well, it
isf't. The horses's head from the tips
of his ears to the end of his nose is
longer than the barrel by a consider
able distance.

“Architects have to deceive—to lle
—to the eye in order to make their
bulldings look symmetrical. They
make walls lean inward that they
may appear vertical. They make win.
dows wider at the top. They make .

the summit or the base. And the top
lines of a bullding, in order to uppear
plumbd to the siliy eye of man, must
be raised up quite & lot in the center.”

1.
el

Untainted.

'romptod by an offer of cousiderubly
mors than the property had cost him,
Mr. Kressus, who counted his wealth

in millions, bad parted with his sub-
urban villa

“You didm't need the money,” sald
his disgusted business parimsr, who
had just heard of the transaction, “yet
for a little filthy lucre you sold that
beautiful home!”

“I didn’t!"” exelaimed ths equally in-
dignant Mr. Kreesus. “] sold it for
‘tlean cash'”"—Youth’s Companion.
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columps thicker in the middle than at '}
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JGUILE OF DRONGO CUCKOO

Protected by Its Resemblance
‘Pugnacious Shrike, it Lays its
‘Eggs Where It Pleases.

to

A stri'dng example - of protective
coloring 'n birds hag just been added
- to the collection of the Brookiyn In-
‘stitute Museum In the form of &
drongo shrike and‘a drongo cuckoo.

The shrike is a bird of pugnacious
disposition, especially at the nesting
‘season, when it guards its nest with,
for a small bird, great ferocity. Doug-
las Dewar, from whom this account
is taken, says that he has watched a
pair of these litte birds attack and
drive away a monkey which tried to
climd {nto the tree in which their
nest was placed. Indeed, so able a
fighter {s_the shrike that some other
.birds, notably orioles and doves, fre-
quently build their nests in the same
.tree in order to share the benefit of
;hln prowess,

. The drongo cuckoo lays its eggs
in the nests of such birds as the king
crow. These are pugnacious, even
ferocious, and without some guile a
cuckoo could not accomplish this feat.
But the drongo cuckoo is so_like the
drongo shrtke, even having the same

-'odd twist to its tail feathers, that the

king crow s deceived by the resem-
blance and hesitates to give fight to
what she takes to be one of tha png-
nacious shrikes. o

VELASOUEZ AR CHEAP ARTIST

As Court Painter He Received $11
Month When He Was About
" Twenty-five Years Oid.

Don Caspar de Guzman, Conde
Duque d'Olivarez, born in Rome in
1587, became the first minister of
Philip IV. In 1621, was dismissed in
1643 after a career of mismanagement
and died in exile two years later. A
‘patron of the palnter’s, {t was through
him that Velasquez at twenty-four be-
came court painter to the young king
at eighteen. In return Velasquez paint-
a number of portraits for lis protec-
tor. The notable example, which has
recently been presented to the Hls-
panic museum of New York, was
painted when Velasquez was about
twenty-five years old, shortly after he
came to court.

The canvas, mesasuring 51 by 85
inches, came from Capt. Robert 8.
Holford of London, in whose posses-
ston it had long been held after hav-

| ing passed through the Balillie sale in
- 1868, when it sold for £69%98 108, and

the Scarisbrick sale in 1861, when f{t
sold for £282 10s., very moderste
sums compared to the surprising fig-
ure sald to have been paid for it re-
cently. At the time it was painted
Velasques was receiving $i1 a month
for his services as court painter —W.
Stanton Howard in Harper's Maga-

zine.
o

- - - 2 A Manly Minister. .
'rhere'll be less aleeping doune in fu-
ture {n the First Christian church of
Los Angeles, because the rector just
won't stand for it, as is evidenced bdy
what he did some nights ago. It seems
thaf the worthy man went into the pul-
pit to discourse, when he was annoyed
by two men who were sound asleep
in one of the front pews. He called
attention to the fact, and one of the
sleepers was aroused, and did not:
transgress again, but his partner did
not wake to the rebuke, and quletly
slept on. The parson became indig-
nant, and as he had several] hymn
books in the pulpit with him, be fired
one or two at the sleeper, but without’
avail, and them he unloaded aill the
books he had &t the intruder, to the

- astontshment of the congregation, who -

by this time were tittering at a great
rate, but the sleeper didn’t seem to
mind 1t much, for he looked up,
charniged his position, and fell asleep
again. This I8 an astonishing case,
probably unparalleled in history, but
it goes to show that there's a limit to’
what preachers will stand, even when
they are In the pulpit. And they are
right. If a man doest’t go to church

to worship, he should remain away,’

and such sacrilexicus scamps as sleep,
chatter and scandalize should be put,

out.—New Orleans Picayune. "

: Clrcuht(ng Libraries,

It is absolutaly impossible to say
just when the first circulating library’
was opened. If there was ever & rec-
ord of the important event, it is lost.,
We know that during the middle ages,
stationers usad to lend books on hire,.

and here, no doubt, we have the germ

of the modern ofrculating library. One
Samuel Fancourt sfarted a real cir-
culating library in England about the:
yeéar 1740, but it appears that the peo-

" ple were not ready for it, since 1t‘;
fafled. Simtlar Institutions at’

soon
Bath and London, Aost:octon years,
iater, seem to have ' eeded, and’
from that timethecirculating lidbrary,
began to get a foothold, not only in:
England, but li other European coun-
trlon.

Dead Ones. -

“Why, three generations of my fam-,
{ly have lived and died in this coun-
try,” he boasted, “before your ances-
tors were able to raise the amount.
they needed to come over in the steer-
age.” '
““*Very truve. But those three genera-
tions of your family lre um dead
onel I believe.” .

. Only Onece. ‘

“How often, my good man,” maid
the stranger at the wayside station,
“do the trains stop here?’ . .
“The trains stop here,” said the:
sour statiom porter, “only once. After.

nnt they start."—Stray Storles. w
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“YES, 'M A GREAT AUTHOR” .

Reade, Balzac and Sue Puffed Thelr

Own Workl as Being Fine

- Aiterature. S
Authors in “the good old days” were
‘not above writlng their own puffs, a
‘writer in the Bohemian says, Charles
Reade wrote a long articie on himself
for Once o Week, In which he said:

“It 18 impossible to speak too high-
ly of ‘The Cloister and the Hearth'’
It is one of the most scholariike and
learned as well as one of the mosft
artistic and beautiful works of fiction
in any language. Read him. Resign
yourself to the magic gpell of his ge-
pnius. The effect of ‘Foul Play’ is
perfectly marvelous. It leaves the
stories of every other sensational writ-
er far behind.”

Nor was Balzac In anco above
praising his own works. “If you bave
anot been born a story teller,” he wrots
in a review, “you will never obtain
the popularity of M. de Balzac. And
what a story teiler! What nerve and

.

wit! How the world is dissected by
,this man! What passion md cook
pess!”

But the helght of literary advertise
ment in the first half of the last cen-
tury was reached in the case of Eu-
gene Sue's {amous novel, “The Wan-
dering Jew.” Every little while the
dafly installment in the newspaper in
which {t was appearing would ba
missing, and in its place would be ax
announcement that M. Bue was suffef-
ing from a slight indispesition and
readers would be obliged to wait 48
bhours for new developments of the
narrative. “And all the while Bue
himself was industriously abetting the
publishers by posing ovetdressed and
with spurs in his boots at the Cafe
de Paris in an attitude of deepest ab-
straction, as if wondering what the
next installment would be about.” ...-

EDUCATED PORK WAS GO

And the Circus Property Man Sea
lor Heuben, the Pet Plg,
~hn Vain,

Reuben, 2 much advertised educat
pig belonging to the John Robinson cir
cugs, which was showing {n this city
recently, 1s no more, says a Cincinnatd
digpatch to the New York Tribune. H!
fate was kept secret for a week, for
more or less obvious reasons. Hal New-
port, the clown of the circus, who ap-
peared nightly in the sawdust arena
with the pig, sald:

“That pig could do anything Ddut
talk, and could nearly do that, as he
spelled his name with letter bloeks. All
was confusion the night we bdroke
camp at Terrace Park. We had pork

" chops for supper, and they were par
“ticularly deiicious. We were all eat-
ing our heads off, when the property
man rushed in and cried that Reubem

~ had vanished.

) “‘He got mized up with those pigs
that were sent from the stock yards,’
he gasped.

‘‘Was one of those pigs a white
one, with black polka dom’ I asked
the cook.’ .

*°It was,’ he replied.

“*‘Then we have eaten Reuben, I
cried. -

“The property man 18 no longar at-
tacbed. to the circus.” - o ;‘,\
“sHow Oyster isiands Are Formed. o

Oyster {slands, similar to those i

formed of coral, are found in several
parts of the world. " The lslands in
Newport river and Beaufort Harbor,
North Carolina, says a writer in the
Century Path Magazine, bhave. been
discovered to have as base a reef to
which the spawn were attached and
above this layer upon layer of oysters,
vegetatie growth, and debris brought
by thpg action of the waves and winds,
all of which finally grows high enough
to rise above the surface of the water.
‘This growth {s exactly analogous to
that of the coral islands of the Pa-
eific. .

The islands near the mouth of the
River Tagus in Portugal are sald to
have been buflt up in this way also.
Here, whers there is such a quantity
of oysters that 100 million a year
would scarcely be missed if they were

. removed, the: expanse of water just
beyond ths river’s moulh™ ls dotted:
with oyster islands. Aa in the case of
the coral reefs, which on the seaward
side may be covered with living, grow-
ing coral, live oysters thrive in the
same waters where the accumifation
ot dead generations hu nrved to
form the islands. , ;

He Snored into Bafety.
Wilkesbarre, Pa., is {n the fleld with
this story: Michael Benner of Plains
owes his life to the fact that he ean
snore loud enough to be heard some .
distance away. Early one morming Po-
loeman Schoeider.  of North Wilkes
barre heard snores ocoming from the
direction of the Lehigh Valley rail-
road tracks, and fearing thst some
one might be aslesp on the tracks.
and knowing that an exprees train
was about due, he investigated. Guid-
ed by the snoring he came upon Ben-
ner asleep, just in time to pull him
from the track before the train thun-
dered by. Hehner can thank his snore
for saving his life, and Wilkesbarre
can congratulate herself that she has
& policeman who knows a snore wbon
he hears it

f

“Thet Was All

: ™
"l don’'t know whether I ought to
recognize him here in the city or not.
Our -cquatnunco at the seashore was
very slight.”
“You promised te marry lun dldn‘m :
you?’ -
T "Yas, but that was all® = =
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