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CHAMBER OF COMMERCE URGES N
BETTER LABOR-MANAGBMENT HEALTH RELATIONS

As part of its campaign to improve American health conditions, the
Chamber of Commerce of the United States this month gave Nation-wide
distributior to “Labor-ianagement Relationships in Industrial Heelth Prob-
lems”, by J. Je. Bloomfield, Assistant Chief of the Industrial Eygiene
Division, U, 8. Public Health Service. The article, reprinted from the
Journal of the American Medical Association, was sent to 2,800 member

associations with the monthly publication of the national Chamber's Health
Advisory Committee.

"The necessity of maxiumu production for war has led many employers
to discover that the health of their workers is a major faotor in output,”
declared the release, following a quotation from the article in which it
was pointed out that the time now is ripe for a new attitude on the part
cf both labor and managemsnt in the industrial health field.

Labor's awakened interest in the health of workers was praised, in
comnection with union health aotivities and plans to cooperate with industry
in bringing health services to indistrial employees.

"Whatever the approach, medical service, while it is a logical respon-
sibility of the employer and a good investment for him, is best underteken
by management and workers jointly, for health care can't be done to but
mst be done with its recipients.”

Committees on industrial health are aotive in 260 local Chambers of
Commerce at present.
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UNIONS SPONSOR T.B. TESTING SURVEYS

Steel ‘workers snd garment workers in the San Francisco area received
free chest X-rays this month, in a mass survey to find cases of tuberculosis.
The programs were arranged by the Northern California Union Health Committee
at the request of the San Francisco Tuberculosis Association, which supplied
the portable small-film testing equipment.
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The International Ladies Garment Workers' Union Joint Board sponsored
examination of approximately 1,800 of its members and their femilies, with
the survey held at union headquarters. Coppersmiths Local 438 cooperated
with mamagement of the San Francisco Bethlehem Steel plant in sponsoring a
survey for about 9,000 steel workers.
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UNIOGN HEALTH CQMMITTEE SPONSORS REHABILITATION CONFERENCE

Problems involved in returning wounded veterans and injured or handi-
capped civilian workers to the fullest possible employment will be considered
in 8 deay-long conference to be held in San Francisco early in October, under
the sponsorship of the Northern California Union Health Committee.

Executives, persomnel directors, safety engineers and other representa-
tives of industry snd labor have been invited to particivate. Officials
of unions snd labor counsils will discuss labor's possible ocontributions to
a rehabilitation program. Cooperation in planning the conference has been
given by the Office of Vocational Rehabilitation, Federal Security Agency.

* s xxe
SECOND QUARTER SICKNESS ABSENTEEISM RATES CONTINUE HIGH

Periodic reports to the Industrial Hygieme Division sovering disabili-
ties of more than one week among a sample of 200,000 industrial workers
reveal that the average annual number of sick absences per 1,000 males for
the second quarter of 1945 is 130.8 as oompared with a rate of similer mag-
nitude, 129.,5, for the previous year. This similarity of rate extends not
only to 1944 but also to 1943 in which year was recorded the highest rate
(126.2) of the 10-year period, 1934-43. A relatively high total second-
quarter rate has thus been in evidence for 3 years, So far as broad and
specific causes are concerned more notable than differences are the similari-
ties between the corresponding second-quarter rates far 1945 and 1944.

A comparison of corresponding rates for the first halves of 1945 and
1944 reveals a notable decrease in the frequenoy of influenza and grippe,
the relatively high frequency for 1944 reflecting the epidemic prevalent
during January of that year. Slight increases from 1944 to 1945 are shown
for both digestive and nonrespiratory-nondigestive diseases. For the di-
gestive diseases, however, the rate for the first half of 1945 is 30 per
cent above the average rate for the first halves of the 10 years, 1936-45,

The persistence of relatively high sickness absenteeism rates over the
past 3 or 4 years undoubtedly indicates the precipitation of a mumber of
factors by the extraordinary demands on the productive capacities of indus-
try. These demands introduced multitudinous changes in the working, home,
end community oconditions. Because of the reducstion in available manpower
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industry found it necessary to employ youth, the older worker, the long
unemployed, the inexverienced, and many persons excluded from the armed
forces for some reason or other., Reference is also made to emotional
strains and personal mental oonflicts, the lowered physical standards for
employment, overtime with its attendant fatigue, and night work.

s % % & X%

EFFECTS OF ENVIRONMENT UPON VISUAL EFFICIENCY TO BE TESTED

Measurement of the effeots upon working efficiency of improved light-
ing, oolor engineering and other controlled changes in environment has been
undertaken, in a project oconducted jointly by the Industrial Hygiene Division
of the U, S, Public Health Service, the Public Buildings Administration, the
Bureau of Internal Revenue of the U. §, Treasury Department, and the National
Society for the Prevention of Blindness.

Industrial expsriencse, notably that of the Sperry Gyroscope Company,
already has indioated excellent results from such changzes. The present ex-
periment is intended to provide a quantitative evaluation of their effects.

One hundred punch card operators working as a unit in the card punch-
ing room of the Bureau of Internal Revenue are to be studied. Their present
rate of output and general health condition are being analyzed. Their sight
will be tested soon by a Public Health Service ophthalmologist, end his
recommendations for corrective measures will be followed out.

Changes then will be msde in the working environment, through improve-
ment of lightinz, application to the room and to machines of scientifically
planned color schemes, and noise control. The workers' efficienoy under
the old mmd new conditions will be ascertained periodically as the study
progresses, by comparing the output and accuracy of the cards they manipulate.
Their general well-being will be studied by comparing rates of dispensary
vielts.

Proof that improvements in warking environment and correction of eye-
gight defects actually can raise working efficiency and increase output is
expected to have widespread effects upon working oconditions generally.
Methods used in this experiment, and their effects, will be observed closely
by many govermmental agencies snd industries, with a view to further applica-
tioa.
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FORIULATION OF INDUSTRIAL X-RAY SAFETY CODE PROGRESSES

With industrial use of X-ray expected to develop rapidly and widely in
indistry’s reconversion to peacetime production, attention of industrial
hygienists is fooused urgently upon measures to proteot personnel working
with radiation equipment.
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Work of the American Standards Assocliation War Committee on Industrial
X-ray Protection continues, with Parts II through VI of the Safety Code for
the Industrial Use of X-rays now in proocess of formlation. The entire
ocode, when completed, is expeoted to form the basis for the peacetime code
of Xeray safety.

Part I of the code, already published, contains basioc general defini-
tions, restrictions on the mode of operation of X-ray installations, methods
of determining radiation hagards and controlling personnel, gensral health
provigions, and recommendations for records maintenance.

Part II covers safety standards for the use, handling and storage of
radium in industrial radiography. Part III deals with the methods and
materials of X-ray protestion. Peart IV gives specific applications for
400 K.V. snd lower equipment, Part V deals with X-ray protection for volt-
ages of one or two million. Part VI covers eleotrical protection in the
use of X-ray. These parts at present are being submitted to the oriticism
of suthorities in the various special fields dealt with, to guide their re-
vision before publiocation.

Sections still to be prepared will deal with health provisiomns, end
with oomtrol of personnel. Part I may be obtained from the American Stand-
ards Associstion, 70 Emst 45th Street, New York 17, New York, at 25 cents

per copye.

The Industrial Hygiene Division of the U. 8, Public Health Service has
been studying high-voltage X-ray haserds for mbre than a year, in conneo-
"~ tion with the health protection of arsenal workers. Regularly scheduled
investigations have been mde to see that X-ray tubes in use for mumitions
inspection are so shielded as to protect workers from stray radiation. With
X-ray equipment of one and two million volts coming into wider industrial
use, this experience is expeoted to aid in the develcpment of practiocable
protection metbods. Special industrial investigations will be made by Divi-
sion personnel, upon the request of State and local industrial hygiene
directors.

Studies are being continued in the National Institute of Health on the
long-range biological effects of radiation, and upon accurate definition of
the tolerance dose.

* % ¥ %%

DDT CONTROL INFORMATION DEVELOPED BY GOVERNMENT AGENCIES

Release of DIT for public use snd its oconsequent widespread sale for
industrial and household purposes has been arousing interest in industrial
hygienists throughout the Nation, as reflected in inquiries receatly re-
oeived by the Industrial Hygieme Division, U, §. Public Health Service.
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Caution lebels for comrercial containers of DLT have been formulated,
ln acocordance with the Federal Insecticice Act, and are expected to be in
goneral use soon. A leaflet setting forth the labeling provisicns may be
obtaired from W, G, Reed, Chief of the Livestock Braneh, Production and
Marketing Administraticn, U. S. Cepertment of Agriculture.

The Industrial Hygiens Research leboratery of the Public Eealth Serv-
ioe is maintaining close contact with ccmpenies manufecturing DLT, studying
the hazards associsted with its production, handling, and use. Before the
Army's release of the insecticide for field use by ite persornel, extensive
tests of biclogic effects were made by this laboratory. No cese of poison-
ing ectually due to DIT has occurred in the United States, reporte the
Chief of the lsboratory. In more than two million persons exposed to DIDT
in its use by the Army for oontrol of insect-borne diseases, no case of
poisoning is known to have occurred.

Those ceses of toxicity which have occurred to the present time heve
been found to be due to the sclvents used in the DIT mixture. Many of these
solvents, sich as kerosene, xylene and others, in themselves may cause
irritation of the skin end other harmful systemic effects when handled
carelessly. Such effects may be avoided by observing proper precasutions
and strict personal cleanliness. It is recommended that the chlorinated
hydrocerbons, with the possitle exception of methylene chloride and tri-
chlorethylene, should not be used as solvents for DIT.

In the msnufacture of DT and its products, where workers will be ex-
posed to the substence daily for a periocd of years, certain precsutionary
measures are recommended. These are set forth in a pamphlet, “DDT Toxicity:
A Report on the Toxicity to Warm-blooded Animals of Aerosols, Mists and
Dusting Powders Containing DDT," which may be obtained from the Industrial
Hygiene Research Laboratories, Nationsl Institute of Health, Bethesda 14,
Maryland.

Many bulletins and articles have been published by this laboratory and
the Division of Physiology of the National Institute of Health, explorirg
the effects of DIT upon men and various warm-blooded animals. These may be
obtained from the Publioc Heelth Service. Questione and observations per-
taining to the toxicity to human beings of DDT and DDT- containing insecti-
oides should be directed to the Industrial Hygiene Research Laboratory.

Questions regarding agricultural uses of the insecticide should be
addressed to the Chief of the Bureau of Entomology and Plant Quarantire,
U, S. Department of Agriculture, Washington. Questions involving the con-
tamina tion of foods with DDT may be sent to the Chief of the Division of
Pharmacology, Food end Drug Administration, Washingtcn. The agenoy legally
responsible for enforcement of the Federal Insecticide Act is the Livestock
Branoh, Production snd Merketing Administration, Department of Agriculture,
to which questions involving labeling may be directed. Questicns regarding
insecticidal use of DDT should be referred to the Cfficer in Charge, Malsria
Control in War Areas, 605 Volunteer Building, Atlanta 3, Georgia.
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Two bibliographies listing the literature on DDT are available upon
request to the Bureau of Entomology and Plant Quarantine, Department of
Agriculture,

* % & ¢ %

OPPCRTUNITY FOR STATES IN FEDERAL RELEASE
OF INDUSTRIAL HYGIENISTS

Attention of State and loocal industrial hygiene units is direeted to
the opportunity for obtaining skilled and trained persomel involved in
the releease of industrial hygienists from the Armed Forces and other Federsl
servioces.

To the present time, there never have been enough trained industrial
hygiene persomel to fill the demand or the need in this fielde The short-
age existing before Pearl Harbor was made suddenly acute as the trained
professional workers were taken into the Armed Forces. Replacements were
not made available, .since the treining progrem conduoted before the war had
to be discontinued due to wartime oonditions. No new industrial hygiene
personnel have been formally trained since 194l. :

It is anticipated that the various services will soon be releasing
officers, smong them men trained and experienced in the various professional
aspects of industrial hygiene——physicians, engineers, chemists and others.
The golden opportunity thus presented to official industrial hygiene units
snd to industry generally should not be missed.

A six-yeer gap in the supply of trained men is oconsidered inevitable,
since another two years must elapse before training progrems, at present in
operstion or planned, will have prepared new forces for the depleted ranks
of industrial heal th workers. If the men released from the Federal service
fail to find opportunity readily awaiting them, they will turn to other
pursuits and thus be lost to industrial hygiene.

Not only the working strength of the existing industrial hygieme units
is involved, but the progress of industrial hygiene activities as a whole.
The advances made during the wer, in eliminating industrial health harzerds,
guarding the heslth of industrisl workers generally, and providing to in-
dus try convinoing proof of the walue of industrial health activities, will
be lost if the services of these men are not utilized to continue the work
at the high and suocessful level achieved during the war.

*$ % 5 %X %

CLASSIFICATION AND REPORTING OF DERMATITIS CASES

Adoption of a recently-developed method for olassifying the industrial
and material exposures which result in dermatoses is suggested by the In-
dustriel Hygiene Division, U. S. Public Health Service, as a useful prooce-
dure in future studies of industrial dermatoses.
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The classifiocation method was devised in the course of a study
enslyzing approximately 40,000 cases of industrial dermatitis recorted
to the Public Health Service over a period of more than 10 yeers, Mate-
rial exposures are grouped under 27 headings which include all known
industrial skin irriteants and which represent the greatest detail into
.which the data as received can be divided with any degree of certainty.

A reporting form devised for the study is expected to prove useful
to industrial hygiene units snd other sgencies concerned with the anslysis
of industrial dermatoses. The form contains the minimum essentials for
the routine reporting of dermatitis cases. Once estatlished, the system
of reporting based upon this form is expeoted to be simple to maintain.

An artiocle setting forth the classifiocation method and the reporting
form, written by Dr. H. P. Brinton and Ir, Louis Schwarts, of the Indus-
- trisl Hygieme Division, appeared in the July issue of Industrial Medicine
under the title "Dermatitis Cases Reported among Workers in Seven States.”

* s %%
INDIANA PLANS DENTISTRY ACTIVITIES

Expansion of industrial dentistry was planned in a recent conference
between Dr. L. W. Spolyar, Director of the Industrial Hygieme Division, and
Dr. Lo M. Childers, Director of the Dental Division, Indians State Board
of Health, together with Dr. B, E. Ewbank, of the Indlana State Dental -
Society, Dr. L. E. Burney, State Health Commissioner, and Dr. L. D. Heeoook,
Chief of the Dental Unit, Industrial Hygiee Division, U. S. Public Health
Service.

Prooedures used in several States to develop industrial dentistry upon
& sound basis were desoribed by Dr, Heacock.e The support of the Indiana
University Dental School has been offered to the oontemplated progrem, with
cooperation to be given in field investigations, and the addition soon of
an industrial dentistry course to the ourrioulum.

% %8
MICHIGAN GIVES INDISTRIAL HYGIENE CCCKSE

An in-gervice training course in environmental contrel for industrisl
processes will be given by the University of Miokigan School of Publioc Health
Octcber 2, 3, mad 4. Organized at the request of the Michigan Industrial
Hygiene Association, the course will emphasize particularly those procedures
applicable to the metal working industries.

Among the lecturers are Dr. R. R, Sayers of the U, S, Putlic Health
Service, Dr. H. F. Vaughan, Dean of the Schoocl of Public Heslth, Mr. W, N,
Witheridge, Director of the Detroit Bureau of Industrial Hygiene, Major Roy
Werren, of the Army Industrial Hygieme Laboratory, Mr. W. C. L. Hemeon, of -



the Industrial Hygieme Foundation, Dr. William Blum of the U, S. Bureau
of Standards, Mr. John Soet, of the Bureau of Indistrial Health, Michigan
Department of Health, and industrial hygienists of severel large companies.

* % ¢ % %

WAYNE UNIVERSITY OFFZRS HEALTH AND SAFETY COURSES

In cooperation with the Health Institute of the UAN-CIO, Wayne Univer-
sity is offering a 64-hour ocurse in health end safety for industrial
workers, nurses, superviscrs end engineers. Classes will be held in four
locations: at the University beginning September 25, at the Health Institute
begiming September 24, and at union hesdquarters on thLe east and west sides
of Detroit. No charge will be made to partiocipants, since fees are being
paid by the Health Educetion Department of the Iastitute.

$ % % %k %

EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES FOR INDUSTRIAL NURSES

An in-gervice training oourse for industrial nurses was given August 27-31
by the University of Miochigan Sohool of Public Health, with the oooperation
of the Industrial Nurse Section of the Michigan State Nurses Assooiation.

Purpose of the course was to provide guidance in some of the problems
most frequently met by the plant nurse, and speocial emphasis was placed on
the mental hygiene aspects of her work. Most lecture sessions were followed
by group discussims, led by Nurse Officer (R) F. Ruth Kahl, of the Indus-
trial Hygieme Division, U, S, Public Health Service, and Miss Mary Alton, In-
dustrial Nursing Consultant with the Michigan Department of Health.

A course dealing with industry's heal th progran and the nurse's part in
it will be given by the University of Chicago during the autumn and wiater
quarters. Special lecturers representing industrial medicine, industrial
hygiene and engineering, personnel, and industrial nursing will partiocivate.
Information can be secured from Nursing Education, 5733 University Avenue,
Chicago.

* s %
WASHINGTON HOLDS EDICATIGNAL STAFF MEETINGS

Educetional programs plamned to bring information on new developments
and activities in industrial hygiene to all staff members of the Industrial
Hygsiene Section, Washington State Depar tmend of Health, were given in a
series of mestings held in the first half of 1945.

Subjects discussed in this period have iacluded the haseards of fumiga-
tion in pea processing, the mass tuberculosis case-finding program as
applied to industry, control of cerbon monoxide hazards in industry, hasards



and ocontrol measures in the mining and proocessing of diatomaceous earth,
asbestos dangers in connection with ship construction, industrial hygiene
aspects of fluorescent lighting, industrial uses and hazards of trichlor-
ethylene, and fluorosis, with special emphasis on the occurrence of this
condi tion in dairy cattle whish pasture near aluminum plants. One mesting
heard a report of a conference on the readjustment of war veterans to in-
dustrial employment.

The talks are given by those staff members considered best qualified
to present the subjects planned. Intra-staff oriticism of working methods
is obtained through free discussion of the comments and oriticism made by
staff men in their plmmt reports.

Following a summer recess, the educational staff meetings resumed
this month with a talk on the use of carbon disulphite in the plywood in-
dustry. Among subjects plammed for meetings in the coming month is a
farther discussion of fluorosis.
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BULLETIN OGN CONTROL OF CHLORINE HAZARDS

Methods for controlling hazards inwlved in the industrial use of
chlorine are described in a bulletin issued reoently by the Division of
Labor Standards, U, S. Department of Labor.

, Prepared in ocooperation with the Manufacturing Chemists' Association
of the United States, the pamphlet outlines proper handling and storage
of chlorine, descoribed its physiologioal action, and recommends safety and
first aid measures.

"Chlorine"™ is the seoond in a new series of pamphlets on the control
of chemical hazards. Sample copies may be requested from the Divigion of
labor Standards, U. S, Department of Labor, Washington 26, D. C., without
oharge. Larger numbers may be ordered from the Superintendent of Doocuments,
Government Printing Offisce, Washington 25, D. C., at 10 cents per oopy,
with a discount of 25 per cent on orders of 100 or more.

L I
INDUSTRIAL SAFETY PAMPHLET

Post-war industrial safety problems mmd a program for accident control
are presented in an attraotive publication, "Industrial Safety Tomorrow,"
rooently released by the National Safety Couneil. Prepared by a ocommittee
represen ting many industries, govermmentel agencies, insurence companies
and other groups concerned with safety in industry, the report is recom-
mended as an aid in the establishment of sound plant programs utilizing the
services of industrial hygiene units end other sgenocies which cen give
health and safety service to industry.
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Organizations spousoring the industrial safety program described
include meny industrial and trade associations, professional societies,
trade unions, safety and indigtrial health grouna. Copies of the bulletin
may be obtained from the Netional Safety Couwicil, Ine., 20 North Wacker
Irive, Chicago €, Illinois.

* % x & @
OFFICE WORK fRS' SAWETY PAMPHLET

Suggestions for safe practices which would cut down the large present
incidence of accident and injury among office workers are given in a pub-
lication just issued by the Division of Labor Standards, U. S, Depsrtment
of Labor.

Last year office employees of the Federal Goverament suffered a total
of 49,000 sccidents on the job, it was found in a study made by the Federal
Interdenartmental Safety Council. The pamphlet is part of a progrem de-
signed to acquaint such employees with work hazards end safe practices, a2
with the part they cen vlay in advising their supervisors of unsafe coundi-
tions.

Titled "Is This Trip Necessary’", tne pamphlet is brief, light in
style, and amusingly illustrated. Space has been left on the back page
for sponsaring organizations or firms to stamp in their own names., Samples,
at 5§ cents per copy, may be obtained from the Superinten dent of Doocuments,
Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. A 25 rer cent discount is
allowed on orders of 100 or more copies, and reiaittan~e should accompany
the order,

5% e
ACTIVITIES AMNG THE STATES

CALIFORN IA

An outbreak of dermatitis among workers proomssinz carmrots for canning,
involving 73 out of 170 plant emloyees, was investigated recently by the
Bureau o Adult Health, California State Department of Public Health. It
was found that skin troubles developed only among those workers handling
peeled carrots. It was recomnended that these employees wear rubber gloves
and protective clothing while at wark, and that other cleanliness and pre-
cautionary measuree be taken., In ceses difficult to heal, management was
advised to transfer the workers to other jobs.

¢ & %

Acting upon complaints that workmen in a large iron foundry were zuf-
fering from irritation of the mucous membrane of eyes snd respiratory tract,
the Bureau of Adult Health investigated the plant and found that the
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most likely cause was liberation of aldehydes in the atmosphere from de-
composition of the o0il used for bonding the core materieal, The crane
operator was found to be exposed to the highest conoentration, involving
a serious denger not only to himself but the men on the floor below.
Corrective ventilation methods were recommended.

* %8

An investigation of atmospheric carbon monoxide contamination caused
by buses was made in a southern California oity by the Bureau of Adult
Health. The health hagard to pedestrians as well as bus operators and
passengers was studieds In the projection room of a downtown theater,
curbon monoxide concentrations of 100 parts per million were found, oaused
by an exhaust ventilating system which drew air directly from the street,
where buses stopped with motors running before the theater,

* & ¢

An institute for industrial murses on eyesight conservation was given
in Los Angeles recently by a representative of the National Soociety for
the Prevention of Blindness.

* & % % &

COLORADO

The sixth annual meeting on industrial accident prevention mmd first
aid was held in Denver August 3 and 4, under the sponsorship of the Indus-
triel Commission of Coloredo. August T, Rossano, Jr., Direotor of the
Division of Industrial Hygiene, State Division of Public Health, acted as
moderator for a panel on health and hygiene, Members of the panel included
representatives of msmagement, labor, the medical profession, the Industrial
Commission, and public health department.

* % %%
ILLINOIS

The closing phases of the war brought increased problems of toxio
materials hazardous to war workers, according to the annual report of the
Division of Industrial Hygiene, Illinois Department of Public Health.
Radium, radium paint and mercury caused particular oconcern. In a control
program which has been in effect for three years, employees painting radium
dials were exsamined every six months. Breath specimens were obtained and
tested for radioactivity. The expanded use of electric arc welding, metal-
lizing, and metal cleaning and coeting operations caused other serious
ocontrol problems. The hazards in lead smel ting and refining were intensi-
fied in this period by the introdiction of new processes, such as the mamu-
faocture of frangible bullets, requiring constant industrial hygiene vigi-
lance.
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Closer oooperation with local health departments ig plammed by the
Illinois Division of Industrial Hygiene in the ocoming year, in order to
expand industrial hygiene activities throughout the State, The State
office will be decentraliged, with distriot offices tentatively scheduled
for Rockford, Soringfield, Bast St. Louis and two other locations. A
branch laboratory is planned for Springfield. Acocording to the plan, an
industrial hygiene engineer will be located in each district offioce, with
an industrial nursing consultant in the Springfield distrioct to serve
downstate industries.

& % %

Requests from the pudblic for action by the Division of Industrial
Hygiene on nuisance problems have expanded greatly in the past year. At-
mospheric contamination near industrial plants was the chief cause. Serve-
ioe was limited by the fact that in Illinois nuisances are oonsidered
local problems, covered by local ordinance, and that the State Supreme
Court has held that a plant is not liable for odors, gases and vapors gen-
erated necessarily in the proocess of msnufacturing articles for commeroce.

* * 3

‘Among activities of the industrial mursing seotion of the Illinois
industrial hygiene division during the past year were participation in the
public health nursing ocourses of 11 hospital sohools for marses, partioci-
pation in an industrial hygiens course far nurses given by Loyola University,
assistance in a program of nutrition oconsultation services to industry, and
assistance in an industrial case-finding program conduoted jointly with the
Division of Tuberoulosis Control.

* % %

Requests for assistance in establishing dental health programs have
been received by the Division of Industrial Hygiene from a large steel
plant and one of Chicago's large department stores.

* x %

Among educational activities of the Illinois Division of Industrial
Hygiene in the past year were development of many industrial health confer-
ences in cooperation with county medicel societies, manufacturers groups,
oounty and city health departmemti, end industrial nursing organizations.
One such meeting, helcé in Rockford, was sttended by 226 physicikrs, nurses
end others. Another, held in LaSalle, had sn attendance of 75 persons.

Al]l meetinge helc were better attended than in previous years, snd annual
meetings have been requested by several localities.

* & 8
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Tuberculcsis surveys were conducted .in five counties in the past year,
with approxirately 26;668 workers X-rayed. Industrisl demand for this
service has exceeded the Divisicn's ebility to comply.

* &2

The Division of Maternal and Child Hygieme cooperated with the Divi-
sion of Industrial Hygiene in bringing to industry the services of nutri-
tion consultants.

s % % %%

INDIANA

Spinners working with diazo dyed paper in the manufecture of paper
yarn developed a sensitizing dermatitis within 7 to 21 days after exposure.
Upon investigation by the Divieion of Industrial Hygienme, Indisna State
Board of Health, it was found that the work could be reorganized so that
the thin peper strips were dyed af ter rather than before weaving, thus
limiting dye exposures to 2 instead of 50 workers. Those still exposed to
the sensitizing agent were provided with s tanderd protective measures.

& %

In a dbrosching operation set up so that 15 per cent carbon tetra-
chloride was added to the cutting oil, workers were complaining of gastric
disturbances, headaches, and general malaise. Investigation by industrial
hygiene persommel found atmospheric concentrations of ocarbon tetrachloride
to be between 350 end 415 p.p.m. The toxic chemiocal was used to cool the
outting oil through evaporaticn, and management declared that substitution
of a less toxic solvent was impossible due to fire harzerds. PEnolosure of
the process plus local exhaust are being considered at present. If other
indistrial hygiene units have met and solved similar problems, the Division
of Industrial Hygiene would appreociate learning of the controls used.

* % %

In a plent sewing canvas impregnated with the fungiocide dihydroxyl-
dichlero-diphenyl-methane, dermatitis developed in 36 of the 50 workers
mployed. Incubation periods varied from 10 to 14 deys. Investigation
was begun, but with V=J day the work wmas discontinued, thus cancelling the
problem.

A
KENTUCKY
A state-wide medicel and engineering study of silicosies and silicious

exposures in the refrsctary brick industry has been completed by the Divi-
sion of Industrial Health, Kentuoky State Department of Health. More than
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1,000 workers were included in the study, in which 876 chest X-rays were
teken. The engineering part included several hundred dust ocounts both
before and af ter oertain control measures were installed, thus maeking it
possitle to establish the effectiveness of the recommended controls. A
report of the study will appear in the December issue of the Journal of
Ind:strial Hypiene and Toxicology.

* 58 x
MISSOURI (St. Louis)

Plamning of its post-war program has been under way in the Industrial
Hygiene Service of the St. Louis City Department of Public Welfare for the
pact several months, reports Robert M. Brown, Supervisor. Staff members
have been reviewing their wartime activities and orystallising new ideas.
In several recent staff conferences, the suggestions of all members were
received snd discuseed in detail., Those idees which survived this criticel
appraisal were consicered suitable for inclusion in the future program of
soelf-injitiated work. Final editing of the program is now being done, prior
to its adoption.

* % %

Labor unions were invited to support snd participate in the industrial
tuberculosis screening survey which continued at high gear in St. Louis
during the past month., Industrial associations also have been approached,
by letter or personal contact, in order to acquaint them with the scope
and objectives of the program. PFederal government officee in the city have
been particularly cooperative. Screening surveys were conducted in 7 estab-
lishments during August, with a total of 3,762 workers X-rayed.

* % %

Distribution of industrial health education materials was increased
during the past month, reports the St., Louies Industrial Hygieme Service,
A new check 1ist of such materials has been prepared, and @& ocopy is left
with each plant upon completion of a survey or study. Pamphlets in the
Workers' Health Series smad other educational materiels prepared by the U, S.
Public Health Service have been assembled in a literature folio, from which
" management can designate those items it wishes to use,

* % %

Something of the new health hazurds which will be encountered in in-
dustry's reconversior to peacetime production ie indiceted in en investiga-
tion made recently hy the St. Louis Industrial Hygiene Service. In a large
wer contrsct plant, a follow-up wes made of vapor degreasing operations pre-
viously studied. At the same time & study was made of sandblast operations
concducted as part of this company's regular pescetime manufacturing opera-
tions, which are being resumed on a limited scale. The silica exposures
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were reveeled to be of much greester significance than those of trichlor-
ethylene, ané recommerndations for control were mede, This hazerd is ex-
pected to increese sharply as the plant's production mounts.

* % %

An atmosrheric dust pollution protlem wes studied recently dby the
St. Louis Industrial Hygiene Service, in cooperation with engineers frem
the Industrial Hygiene Division, U. S, Public Health Service. Semples of
the dust ocomplained of were obtalned, snd when subjected to micrescopio
examiration were found to contain & large number of fused spherical
perticles, Dusts prcduced by a nearby plant were stucdied. Ssmples taken
from the base of a stack serving a calcining operstion showed the same
charecteristics. The situation was discussed with plant mansgement, and
recomnendations for control of the dust dispersicn are being oconsidered.

* %x %

PHINSYLVAN 1A

Services were given to 7,983 plants employing 1,477,261 workers by
the Bureau of Industrial Hygiene, Commonwealth of Pennsylvenia Cepartment
of Health, in the fiscal year ending June 30, 1945, acoording to the
Bureau's annual report. Recommencdations for envircnmental improvement
were macde in 2,184 plants with 219,347 employees. Engineerimg studies
were conducted in 63 plants with 101,432 workers. A total of 1,410 follow-
up visits were carried out, to check on complience with recommendations
previocusly made. Semples totaling 711 were collected, upon which 1,407
determinations were made.

‘s % % % %

SOUTH CAROLINA

Acting upon the request of a company manufacturing phenyl mercurials,
the Division of Industrial Health of the South Caroline State Boarc of
Health recently made sz investigation of the mercury snd ether hazards in-
volved in the production processes. Dermatitis characterized by large
water blisters was found to result from contact with the final products,
phenyl mercuric acetate, nitrate end other salts. A sufficient amount to
produce irritation wee present in the atmosphere following screenircg and
packaging operetions, with a concentration of 7 to 10 mg. of mercury per
liter.

It was recommended that the dusty operations be carried on away from
the manufacturing plant, snd that only persornel wearing protective cloth-
ing, dutt hoods and gloves be permitted to enter the screecing and packeg-
irg shed., Employees are required to weer resvirators while carrying on
dv sty operstions, and to bathe every few hours. Urinery mercury determira-
tions show that these ocontrol messures are sufficient to prevent burns anc
the danger of chreomic mercurialism.

* ¥ %
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In the tuberculocsis testing survey conducted by the Division of
Tuberoculosis Contrcl in cooperetion with the Division of Industrial Health,
26,358 persons were X-rayed up to August l. The number of significant
cases of tuberculosis founé totaled 283, or 1,07 per cent. Of 15,221 in-
dustrial warkers examined, 204 or 1.34 per cent were found to heve the
disease. However, the inoreased percentage found emong industrial workers
is not believed significent, because of the limited number examined and
the difference in averesge age of the two groups. '

¢ » % %

VIRGIN IA

LES

Postwar plamning is occupying the atterntion of the Bureau of Industrial
Hygiene, Comronwealth of Virginia Department of Health, as industry in that
State reconverts to peacetime production. A re-survey of practically all
plants in the State is ocontemplated, since it is oconesidered that wartime
production data in the Bureau's files no longer will be appliocable.

* & %

Services offered by the Bureau of Incdustrial Hygiene were described in
& conference sponsored by the Richmond Safety Comnittee, when two members
of the Bureau staff discussed "The Determination and Control of Industrial
Heelth Hezards." The Bureau was invited to present similar material at
future State-wide meetings. :

x % *

Among activities of the Bureau of Industriel Hygiene during the month
of August were several surveys of State rosd camps. This study was ocon-
cluded in September, and a full report with rocomendationq will be made.

* & % 59

WEST VIRGINIA

A clear and explicit description of the uses and meintenance of the
first-aid kit in industry is presented in a new pamphlet issued by the
Bureau of Industrial Hygiene, West Virginia State Department of Health.

The attractive folder pointe out that only the small plant should limit its
facilities to a first-aid kit, and the maintenance of the kit snd its use
in cases of emergency should be the responsibility of a designated person.
Proper location is described, ite necessary contents are listed, and supple-
mentary equipment to cover any type of accident emergency is explained.

* % X x %
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PERSONNEL NBEAS AND NOTES

SURGECN (R) WALTER E. DOYLE, Chief of the Medical Unit, Industrial
Bygiene Division of the U. S, Public Health Service, has just completed
a tour of the States comprising Public Health Distriot No., 3, where he
mede the manual evaluation of the State industrial hygiene programs. The
tour oovered the industrial hygiene units of the States of Illinois,
Indisna, Kentucky, Michigan, Ohio, and Wisconsin, and the City of Detroit.

* % % % ¥

SANITARY ENGINEER (R) LINDON J, MURPHY acoompsnied Dr. Doyle in
visiting the Wisoonein industrial hygiene unit. It was found that this
unit is receiving excellent cooperation from the State Medical Society,
the Mamfacturers' Association, individual industries, and other groups.

€ % B % %

SENIOR DENTAL SURGEGN (R) LYMAN D, HEACOCK recently visited the
Chiocago headquarters of Public Health Distriot No. 3, where he oconferred
with DENTAL SURGEON WILLIAM KROSCHEL, District Dental Consultant, on the
development of industrial dentistry programs in the States ocomprising that
distriot.

® % % % %

STATISTICIAN VICTORIA M. TRASKO of the Field Operations S8ection,
U. S, Public Health Service Industrial Hygiene Division, visited the in-
dustrial hygiene units of Tennessee, Louisiana and Texas, where she gave
assistance in the establishment of systems of uniform recording and report-
ing procedures.

* %X & % %

SENIOR ASSISTANT NURSE OFFICER EMILY M. SMITH, of the Nursing Unit,
Industrial Hygiene Division, U. S. Publioc Health Service, has been assigned
to the Bureau of Industrial Hygieme of the Detroit Department of Health,
where she will initiate & new industrial mursing oconsultation service.

* % ® 9 %

ROBERT G. KEENAN has been commissioned Senior Assistant Scientist (R) in
the U, S, Public Health Service. He has been assigned to sssist SENIOR
SCIMNTIST (R) LAWRENCE T, FAIRHALL in toxicological investigatioas and
consultation,

LN 2 B BN



DR, F. H. GOLMAN, Chief of the Chemiocal Unit, Industrial Hygiene
Division of the U. S, Public Health Servise, has been commissioned Senior
Scisntist in the Reserve Corps of the Service.

* % % 58

SENIOR SANITARY ENGINEER J, Jo BLOMFIELD, Chief of the Field Opera-
tions Seotion, Industrial Hygiene Division of the U, S, Public Health
Service, spoke on "Teamwork in Industrial Health" in a meeting held
September 14 at Kingsport, Temmessee, under the auspices of the Kingsport
Safety Counocil, Citing the atomic bomb as a dramatic example of what
united effort can acoomplish, he emphasized that industrial health is the
proper responsibility of all elements of the community rather than of in-
dustry and labor alone.

* %5 % % %

PASSED ASSISTANT SANITARIAN (R) LEWNIS J. CRALLEY is visiting Arkansas,
Kansns, Oklahome, and Indiana, to give advice and assistance to engineers
of the State inaustrial hygiene units.

* % & &«

SENIOR ASSISTANT NURSE OFFICER MABELLE J. MARKEE, recently assizned
to the Nursing Unit of the Industrial Hygiene Division, U, S. Publioc
Health Service, is receiving a period of training in industrial nwesing
practices before she enters upon her duties as a Nursing Consultant of the
Division. Through the courtesy of the company's medical ‘director,

Dr, James Carlisle, she is working at present for & month with Merck &
Company, of Rahway, New Jersey, performing the regular functions of a
staff nurse. Following this experience, Mrs. Markee will receive at least
two months of similar training in other industries.

* % % ¥ ¥

VNews items for publication in INDUSTRIAL HYGIENE NEWS LETTER should be
submitted to: Senior Sanitary Engineer J. J. Bloomfield, Industrial
Hygiene Division, U, S. Public Health Service, Bethesda 14, Maryland.




