
Podemos! How Videos 
are bringing Wikimedia to 

the next Level



● What are videos for in Wikipedia?



● Wiki Projects on Video
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/List_of_Wiki_video_projects



Real Life Projects

● documenting talks
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:WikiCon2011_Videos
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Real Life Projects

● documenting things
○ buildings
○ crafts



Real Life Projects

● Wiki loves Parliaments
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Wikipedians_in_European_Parliament
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:
WIKI_loves_parliaments/European_Parliament_2014/Videos
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Videos for Wikipedia Articles

● video competition
○ jury
○ Wikimedia Commons community

● workshops
■ documentation / interviews
■ explainer videos
■ experiment / remix

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Videos_f%C3%BCr_Wikipedia-Artikel
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● create explainer videos under CC license

● use the facilities of simpleshow

● providing workshops for new storyboard 
editors

Simpleshow Foundation



What exactly is "video?"

● 24/25/30 fps with audio
● Motion graphics
● Audio slideshow
● Looping animation
● Scientific visualization
● Animated GIF files



Measuring video challenges

● quirky content - animated GIFs with 1 frame 
but lasts 10 seconds

● Passionate editors embedding

● What constitutes "video"?



English Wikipedia

English Wikipedia articles with videos:

Jan 30, 2013 - 4,061
June 2, 2015 - 8,699 (change in method)



en.wp articles with most videos
Speeches_and_debates_of_Ronald_Reagan 20

Rod_calculus 18

Meter_(music) 15

Time_signature 15

Ebola_virus_disease 14

Prevention_of_viral_hemorrhagic_fever 14

Atacama_Large_Millimeter_Array 13

Solar_cycle_24 12

Apollo_15 11

Hasta_Vinyasas 11

Multi-touch 11

Suez_Crisis 11

Les_Vampires 10

Notes_inÃ©gales 10

Private_Snafu 10

Winsor_McCay 10

Dec 2014



en.wp most used Commons videos
Commercial-LBJ1964ElectionAdDaisyGirl.ogv 13

Reagan Speech Beirut Bombing.ogv 12

Machinima sample reindeer full size.ogg 9

1946-10-08 21 Nazi Chiefs Guilty.ogv 9

SeaSnails.ogg 8

Shakinghands high.OGG 7

The Impact Of Wikipedia.webm 6

CollateralMurder.ogv 6

1946-07-15 Philippines Independence Proclaimed.ogv 6

Dec 2014



en.wp most used long GIFs
EC-EU-enlargement animation.gif 53

Linguistic map Southwestern Europe.gif 18

Canada provinces evolution 2.gif 12

Pangea animation 03.gif 11

Mohammad adil-Rashidun empire-slide.gif 10



en.wp - Wiki Makes Video







Video needs
● Shooting
● Audio (!)
● Technical formats
● Bandwidth for uploading
● Collaborative tools
● Versioning and metadata
● Logging, transcribing, shot selection
● Storyboarding
● Editing/Pacing
● Rendering
● Embedding

A culture of collaboration, Piranha Effect



Video Solutions

● Schnittserver, Internet Archive
http://wikimedia.meltvideo.com/

● Wikivideo-L mailing list
https://lists.wikimedia.org/mailman/listinfo/wikivideo-l

● WMF video/multimedia efforts

● You!


