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AGENTS POR THE PACIFIC NEWS.
~~ Sacramento City... . 1$..Cu«L. Joseph Grant.
Jose... all gws.
Benicia.. . I\X Saws
New-Yorlc; Thompson & "Hitchcook.
*Rapa.... h. N. Kbnhig,

'm¢

92/~ AGENTS WANTED in every City, Town and VU-
lage. to whom liberal advantages will be given. Orders
tor the PACIFIC NEWS will be duly attended to, ifad-
Mressed to us post paid, Rud enclosing tlso cash.

1X5 The WEEKLY PACIFIC NEWS will be re-corn-
aieuced as goon as necessary arrangements can bo com-
pleted. A STEAMER EDITION will be issued semi-
monthly, an the sailingofeach Mail Steamer.

Usury Laws. Y

Z  Much of the space in our columns has been
claimed by the friends of the obsolete policy
of regulating the price of money, but we

have seen very little sound argument ad-;

duced thus far. Writers have floundered
through columns, but we do not find them
taking a single position capable of being de-
fended upon the ground of expediency, or
of commonsense, The strongest point made
by those who wish to see borrowers protected
from lenders, is the assertion that such laws
have existed in past tinic. So did our ances-
tors hang witches, whip quakers from the
street, prescribe the cut of a man’s hair, and
enact all sorts of tom foolery in the wav of
special legislation. Those days of fanaticism
have been succeeded by a more sensible state
of public opinion upon .the subjects we have
named; but upon no point has the change
of opinion been more marked,’than upon the
question of the value of money.

Legislators have, it is true, kept up the
farce of ®supposing™ the proper rate of usance
to be about six per cent, and legislating to
make this the rate, but their efforts have ever
been abortive. The laws have always been
evaded, -and always will be, simply be-
cause every man will use his own judgment
as to what money is worth to him at a par-
ticular time. Suppose a merchant with ten
thousand ban-els of irour, has paper to meet
to the extent of eighty thousand dollars and is

destitute of coin. What is the plan common
sense dictates to free him from his trouble !
Is it to sell his flour at any sacrifice and pay
as far as it will go, leaving him bankrupt
still.  Will he not rsatlier pay interest above
the legal rate, depriving himselfof a portion
of profit, that he-may save himself from the
immediate ruin a sale would caiise.

What right has a legislature (to go to the
root of the matter,} to interfere in the private
business of its constituents, and tell A. he
need not pay B. above a certain amount for
his potatoes, or money in another form, and
say ,we have fixed the legal price at a dollar
the bushel. “ But,” interposes A., “ | must
have the potatoes, they are indispensable,
and the price is five dollars in the market:;
and B. will not sell for less.” | can afford to
pay this: for I must have them, though po-
tatoes are high. Very well, says the legis-
lature, do not give this price. Plead the
“ baby act ” when you come to pay for the
potatoes. Say potatoes should grow larger
and more of them, and that you have been
cheated. Go farther than this, say that po-
tatoes in Maine can he had for ten cents the

bushel, and, that comes to the plain truth of ‘

the matter, the /cgaZ price of one dollar is all
moonshine, and that you shall only settle at
the lowest natural price—of ten cents the
bushel.

Ifit is “ good democracy” for the Califor-
nia legislature to fix the price of potatoes at
one dollar the bushel, it isequally imperative
upon the democracy of Maine to insist that
their legislature shall insure them one dollar
per bushel instead of ten cents. The prin-
ciple never changes, but it requires no great
brilliancy of intellect, to perceive that, pota-
toes are affected by the position or pecu-
liar location they may be in.

An excess of money beyond the wants of*
the community, for regulating the balances
of trade, is the only cause for a reduced and
low rate of interest; while, on the other
hand a stock of money inadequate to perform
the work of settling differences of values,
must enable the little money, to command a
high rate for its services. The man who
borrows is alone qualified to say how much
lie can afford to pay, and the legislature of
the State, will most effectually secure the
prosperity ofher citizens by allowing the right
of private judgment in monetary affairs, for
have it they will, in'spite ofall the laws that
<5an be framed.

The agitation of this question has already

been of most serious injury to borrowers
and lenders. The latter class, with their
usual caution, have called in their loans to
a large amount, choosing to forego the tem-
porary profit upon loans, rather than to have
any money at risk pending the passage of
the usury law. Could the borrowers, whose
facilities have been cut off, be gathered in a
mass, we should see the faces of many who
clamor about being protected from their
creditors: men who would plead the “baby
act” every week if it were profitable. No
legislation can free our State from the re-
markable position she holds in monetary af-
fairs. To time must be left the regulation
of the value of money. To attempt to leg-
islate the rate of interest down to the Atlan-
tic standard, where money is in excessive
supply, is as futile as to attempt to legislate
the average profits of all California business,
down to the rates of the older States. Sup-
ply and demand must govern the price of
money, and no special legislation can relieve
us from this fundamental law of commerce.
Our correspondent, J. A., places the question
in its true light, and can be studied to ad-
vantage,by those who are ambitious to under-
stand the true philosopy of trade.
I Quartz Mining—We understand that
quite a demand lias sprung up for shares in
Pierson’s Quartz bed on Feather river.—
Several shares have been sold within the last
day or two to old miners from the immediate
vicinity of the vein, who are acquainted with
its locality and richness. The company, we
understand, are about commencing operations
with the most flattering prospects.

y~Calllornla Anti-Rfiitlsm.

——i Vge perceivg this species of isni is qune]-

ri” througliut the State, and seemingly on
the increase. It commenced in earnest at
Sacramento City, some time since, and result-
ed, in its resistance to the mandates of the
law, in the sacrifice of valuable lives and
much bloodshed, without any good effects to
its advocates.  Since which, it has made, its
appearance in various parts of the State,with
more or less virulence. In our own city, it
isnow agitated to a degree that bids fair to
involve our citizens in personal conflict, and
over-ride law and -order. Already, and in
several instances, has it encroached upon us
to an alarming extent, and violence grown
out of it.

By an advertisement in the Stockton Jour-
nal, we notice that the citizens of French
Camp, near that place, are moving in oppo-
sition to the claims of Capt. C M. Weber.
an extensive land owner in that region, and
a meeting of the citizens of the place has been
held, to make common cause with one of
their number, who has been served by Capt.
Weber, with a “ writ of forcible .entry and
detainer,” and thus test the question of his
right or title to the lands claiined by him,
and upon which the most of them reside.

Were those opposing these igfnd clalms to
peaceably await and abide the |egal decision
ofthe case, they would be perfectly justified.
But where they resort to a resistance of law
in the matter, before the question is adju-
dicated upon, they are decidedly iji the
wrong: as well are they in tiie wrong to
take forcible or quiet possession, and refuse
to pay rent or leave the location, when so or-
dered by the known or reputec claimant of
the land. If they dispute a title, let them
test it legally, or avoid all resis lance br ille-
gal acts, until the question is set fled. It is no
easy matter to wrest possession from an old
claimant to property; and it can ohly be
done through the judicial tribunals of the
country. Let them decide the n”attcr, and if
the contestants are in the right, it will be so
determined, and they can then take posses-
sion ofthat which they struggled for, without
““let or hindrance/’ If, in the meantime,
they have Hiade #ny purchasesy/i or paid any
rents, that they were not bound to pay in
law. they have their remedy lor its restoration.
But, for the good name and salvation of
our young Statqg, let us have no more scenes
of crime, bloodshed and death, arising out of
this question of title to estate. Let the tenant
purcliase, pay rent, or vacate the rancho,
until the law settles the matter, Let the
wealthy land-owner deal lenicntly and
peaceably, if he can. with his terants, until
the time For making good his title to the sat-
isfaction of all parties.

The Bill Concerning DivoiijjcEs. —On
Friday last, the Hon. Mr. Heydenlg gt pre-
eented a petition from the citizens of San
Jose, remonstrating against the bill concern-
ing divorces. THE petitioners-say that they
have learned with regret that a bill has
passed the Assembly to dissolve the bands of
| matrimony in certain cases ; that this bill is
opposed to an express ordinance of God, to
the peace anil happiness of society, to the
advancement of morality, and to ail express
provision in the constitution of California.
The petition wassigned by sixty ofthe most
respectable citizens of San Jose. The Presi-
dent remarked that if there weie no objec-
tions, the petition would be referred to the
Committee on “ Indian Affairs.” After con-
siderable discussion in relation to»the propri-
ety of receiving the petition, @ motion to
print it was lost; four voting in (favor, and
five against it.

Present for Pres'ident Fillsjjore—The
tconsignees of the schooner Sierra Nevada,
which arrived here a few days since from
China, forwarded by Gregory’s Express, by
the Panama, on Saturday, a small chest of
first quality tea, intended as a present to
President Fillmore. The Sierra Nevada
made the trip from Canton to this port in 34
days. The transit of the tea to New York
will require perhaps 35 days, and with the
short delay here, and the time necessary in
going from New York to Washington, Pres-
cient Fillmorl will be enabled to imbibe a
eup of Souchong at the White House in
Washington, eighty-five days from Canton’

A Fighting Woman.--Fanny Seymour
was yesterday afternoon arrested by officer
Gould, on charge of having assaulted with
intent to kill, a Miss Chambers. The for-
mer struck the latter, on the head with a
heavy pitcher, bruising and cutting her ter-
ribly. Miss Chambers is said to be badly
injured, so much so, that she was unable to
appear in court yesterday against her assail-
ant, and the examination was, in consequence,
put oft until Saturday next. Miss Seymour
gave bail in the sum of 8100 for her appear-
ance before the Recorder.

For San Diego.—The steamer Constitu-
tion sails for San Diego to-day, and will stop
at the various ports along the coast. She is
a fine sea-going vessel’ and for speed, comfort
and gentlemanly officers has no superiors.

Mr. 11. S. Leaf, the efficient proprietor of
the ExpressJo San Diego, will send a special
messenger by the Constitution.  All moneys
or packages entrusted to this Express, will
be promptly and safely delivered.

Mission \rif4.4-A correspondent of the
Missouri Republican, writing from Inde-
pendence, October ISth, says that, by the
last mail from Santa Fc, the Rev. Mr. Ni-
cholson, lady and daughter, left that place
for New Mexico, as Mfesionaries in that
country among the Indians and Mexi-
cans. They were sent out by the Methodist
(fliurch.

The Tehuantepec Railroad.—At a meet-
ing of the Committee of the Railroad at New
Orleans, eight hundred and sixty shares were
taken. These represent the handsome sum
0f$8G,000. The’enterprise is now presented
under the most favorable circumstances.

Public Lauds within the City.

On Saturday last, Mr. Heydenfeldt, of
the Senate, introduced a bill granting to the
corporation certain public lands within the
City of San Francisco, and tor quieting titles
of claimants thereto. The bill empowers
the city to reclaim within its corporate lim-
its, all the land between a natural high wa-
ter mark and ship channel, and to improve
the same for the benefit of commerce and
navigation, by the construction of piers,
wharves, and docks, and otherwise to pro-
mote the public interests of the citv.

All lands mentioned, to be subject to the
authority of the Common Council, and any
grant made by any Alcalde, and ratified and
confirmed by the Common Council previous
to the 1stday of April, 1850, shall forever
remain to such holder or holders, in fee sim-
ple. Incase of the loss of the conveyance
from any Common Council, Ayuntamiento,
or Alcalde, the records of their respective
Courts shall be sufficient evidence where the
title of the land is brought in question.

Theatre Francais, Adelphi—The per-
formances of the talented company at this
house, which Ave have often commended,
continue to win their way in public favor,
and San Francisco can boast of a Vaudeville
Company surpassed by no city in the Union,
if we except perhaps New Orleans. When
one looks round upon the audiences there,
and remarks the air of fashion and elegance
that meets the eye, he fol-get's that he is in
a country just admitted to the enjoyment of
the pleasures of a great metropolis, and finds
little reason to wish himself in an older city,
that he may partake of refined amusements.
Mdlles. Adalbert, Eleonore, Racine, Bre-
ila and Courtois, with M. Amadee, Leon,
\amini and Nitzei, comprises a versality
and amount of talent capable of presenting
the attractive literature of France, with all
the piquancy and taste for which “la belle
nation” has been so long admired. Their
efforts to cater to the more refined taste of
the community, are rewarded by audiences
such as will keep them long among us, to
our gratification and their profit.

Rape upon a Little Girl.—A revolting
ease of rape upon a little girl, occurred in
this city last<week. It appears that a Mr.
Daniel Beadle, residing with his family on
the hill back of Battery street, had an inter-
esting little daughter of some seven years of
age, and at the solicitation of a man named
Philip Ester, who has a wife, and keeps a
stable in the sunken lots between Montgom-
ery Jackson and Pacific streets, had permit-
ted his daughter to go to Ester's house as
company for his wife, where she remained
some tAVo weeks, when, on returning, on Fri-
day last, she revealed to her parents the hor-
rid facts, of Ester having, a day or two pre-
vious, taken her into his stable, and there
ravished her person. A physician was sent
for, and after an examination, proved that

an act of complete ravishment had been.pcr?-

petrated upon the child, and fo an extent
that seemed almost incredible. Upon these
facts a warrant was issued against Ester.
on which he was arrested by officer Thomas
McCarty, of the 3d dist. police, on Sunday
evening last. His examination was to have
taken place yesterday, but was postponed till
this morning.

" Quartz. Gold in San Francisco—We
have now upon our table a piece of quartz,
broken from a primitive rock, lying on the
western side of Telegraph Hill, near the
North Beach. The rock is about thirty feet
above the level ofthe sea. ami from a small
portion of it, Maj. Wm. C. Graham and K.
Root, Esq., the gentlemen who furnished us
the specimen, extracted small particles of
gold, which have also been left with us.

These specimens furnish additional evi-
dence that the whole country about usis im-
pregnated with gold, and we shall not be
surprised to find rich placercs being discov-
ered in our very midst.

Alarm of Fire—While the Recorder’s
Court was in session, yesterday morning, an
alarm of fire was given near by, which had
an electric effect on those in attendance—
the spectators forgot their interest in the case
at issue ; the lawyers, their briefs ; the cli-
ents, their grievances, the reporters, their
notes, and the officers, their posts, and all,
save the Recorder, and despite his rap, rush-
ed, like so many frightened sheep, from the
room into the street, and lo! what went they
out to see ?—the firemen' returning slowly
with their machines! A false alarm had
been raised.

Police Appointments.—The Marshal, last
evening, made the following police appoint-
ments :

George Henry, Wm. O’Brien, Richard W.
Green,.I. M. Reese, Wm. N. Blake, Eugene
Tufts, Owen Curran, Samuel Abbott, Wm.
M. Card. Bryan Donnelly, John Keene, Jas.
Trainer, Wm. H. R. Wood, Thomas Golden,
James A. Glaughley, Edwin 11 Purdy. Rich-
ard Robinson, John A. McCoy, John F.Him-
mel,— McCornell, James Edgerton.

The new officers are requested to report
themselves at the Marshal's Office, at two-
o'clock this afternoon.

Auction Sales This Day.—CoM Co.
will sell this morning at 10J2 o’clock, lots of
land, wines, &c.

At 10 o’clock, Henry B. Lafitte fy Co. will
offer 000 lots of merchandise, groceries. &c.

At 102 o'clock, Jones ty Carter will sell
coffee, teas, brandy, trunks on storage, &c.

Rising, Caselli <y Co. sell at 10 o'clock, to-
bacco, groceries, provisions, houses, &c.

Kettelle, Mahony < Co. sell teas, liquors,
&c., at 10 o’clock.

The Squatter Fight—The ease of Capt.
J. L Folsom and F. A. Wakeman, for an as-
sault with an intent to kill Mr. Natiianifl
Page, came on for trial yesterday before the
Recorder. A number of witnesses were ex-
amined, and the case continued till to-day at
12 o'clock.

Record of City Courts.
Monday. February3.
Superior Court.—Hon. H. C. Murray, Chief
Justice, and D. O. Shattuck, Associate justice.
Perse et ah vs. Cole. Motion for a new trial
overruled, and proceedings stayed. Cook for
plaintiff.
Churchill vs. City of San Francisco.
rer argued and submitted to the Court.
Garrison et al, vs. Wood et al.

of the demurrer in this case was postponed un- j to the Committee on Fire and Water.

til Saturday next,

H. S. Baldwin vs. Galen Burdell and Edward
Galpeu. Judgment final for $351, with interest ;
thereon at the rate of 6 per cent, per month,
from this date. Rabe and Bell for plaintiff.

Truebody vs. Guzman et al. Motion to set
aside order appointing receiver, heard and
overruled.

Brooks et al. vs. Minturn. Demurrer argued
and submit ted.

Bradley vs. Hull & Wightman. Stay of pro- |

ceedings ordered until argument and decision
of bill of exceptions.

Gardet vs. Belknap & Whitty. Motion for a
new trial argued, and taken under advisement.

County Court of Appeals.—Hon. R. N.
Morrison presiding.

Nicanuir Soto vs. Barriolhet.
plaintiff, with costs.

Thompson vs. Grayling et al.
cause be continued until to-day.

George R. Morris vs. Saunders, Holliday &
Barony. Ordered and adjudged that the order
heretofore (?;ranted in this cause to the plaintiff,
to stay all future proceedings on the writ ofres-
titution issued hereon, till the 3d of February
inclusive, be, and the same is hereby set aside
and vacated.
inéDIStI’ICt Court.—Hon. Levi Parsons presid-

S. F. Elliott et al vs.-J. W. Osborn et al.
Jmlgment final on proof.

D. W. Connelly vs. Sylvester F. Peck. Judg-
ment by confession in the sum of $3921.

Peyton & Bouldin vs. Wright, Youlee ct al.
Legal publication ordered to be made for six
months, in “The Hombre,” and copy of com-
plaint ordered to be mailed to Youlee, at h
probable place of residence.

The People vs. Joseph Goldsmith. Defon-
dant arraigned and pleads not guilty of the
offense diarged in the indictment, and is served
with a capias. Higby for defendant.

People vs. George Spear and Henry Williams.

Defendants arraigned and plead not guilty to
offense charged in this indictment, Iligbv for
defendants.

1 eoplc vs. John D. Bolton.
raigned, and pleads nut guiltv.
defendants.

People vs. Francis Valencia and- Raphael
Mora. Defendants arraigned and enter a plea
of hot guilty.

People vs. John Bouglites. Defendant ar-
raigned, and pleads not guilty to the indict-
rﬂgm. G. R. Parburt is appointed to defend

Judgment for

Ordered that

Defendant ar-
.Parburt for

People vs. G. W. Adams and Wm. IT. Swain.
Defendants arraigned and plead not guilty.
Parburt for defendants.

1 eoplcas. AlbertC. True and L. F. Loveland.
Defendants plead not guilty

Stephen |. Elliott’vs. Osborn & Brannan.
Ordered that the plaintiff recover off of the
$396j, together Avitli costs of suit.

Recorder’s Court.—Hon. F. Tilford, pre-
siding.

For being drunk and disorderly, T. J. Har-
ris was fijicd $20; Edward Mills and B.
Flaherty, $> each; Juan Maria, imprisoned
ten days'; Carlos Martinez, fined $10 ; Joshua
balH ock, fined $25, or ten days imprisonment;
Jose Faurie, discharged ; Charles Forson, fined
$m'»; John Kennan $10; George McCuIIough
dlscharged

fapt. J. C. Folsom and F. A. Wakeman, for
assault with intent to kill, was continued until
to-day,

Heiify O’Neilly, for larceny, Avas dismissed.

J. F. Hardly; for same offense, continued.

News front the San Joaquin Valley.

We learn, Ii'iiin the Stockton Times of the
1st inst.. that the name of the individual
whom the twb Sydney mon attempted to
murder near that city, an account of tvhich
is published on our first page, atus Oran
Ki.i.lli. He is about 45 years of age. and
has a family residing in AlilAvaukie, Wiscon-
sin.  He is-noAV doing Avell.

the 1unes gives a description of a pair of
California spurs, made of native silver, by
Mr. W. T. Robinson, of that city.

/lining Intelligence.—The accounts from
the 1tiolumne and Moquelumnc rivers are,
m these hard times,* most cheering. In the
neighborhood of both rivers, the miners, for
the most part, have ceased to work the gulch-
es or drv diggings, so long continued in the
expectation of ram, but have resumed their
winter ground in the Beds of the rivers. Avhicli,
from the loav state of the Avater, promises a
favorable result.

Mr. Heath has kindly slioavu us a letter

i

received from his partner, Mr. Emory, stating ;

that a company at work upon a bar abote !

their ferry, arc taking from $30 to $40 per
diem. \\ e hope this may continue, and that
many more may be induced to lolloav their
example, and abandon for .the present the
dry diggings.

The beds of the main streams hold forth
in the ensuing season, great inducements to
the operations of the miner, as little is to be
dreaded from the freshets which proved so
ruinous last summer. 1 Tinies.

The shop of Mr. Riieinstein, Central st.,
Stockton, Avas broken open ori Thursday
evening last, and robbed of money and cloth-
ing to the amount of $700.

Won t Stop.—The fast hombres Avith fast
nags, seem determined to ride at as furious a
pace as they please, despite of the danger
they put our citizens to of life and linib, or
of hiAv, arrest or fines. Almost every day
some one or more are arrested for violating
the law in this respect, but the practice does
nou seem to abate for all that. A man was
arrested by officer Gould, on Saturday, for
furious riding and fined by the Recorder, and
the same officer arrested a Mr. William
Broivn, yesterday, for testing the utmost
speed of his nag under the very shadow of
the City Hall station-house. Ifthe Recorder
Avould add but a few days imprisonment
along Avith the fines in these cases, it would
have a salutary effect.

ft;/! lhe saloon on Commercial street,
under the management of Messrs. Burns &
Burgher, is one of the most desirable places
in toivn for a quiet oyster stew, a Bourbon
whiskey punch, or a prime Havana. To be
waited on by the fair hands of a Yankee lass,
gives the whole a palatable flavor.

Accident on Jackson Street Whart. |
Yesterday, a portion of this wharf, opposite
(ummings & Phillips’ store, gave way, pre-
cipitating a horse and dray into the water,
and which were with difficulty rescued, with
no injury other than a good ducking.

An OMis™oN.-Tlie editor ofthe Picayune
omitted to insert in his article yesterday,
headed ““going, going, gone,” the proper
place for the reader to laugli. Withoutsuch
an indication, one is left entirely in the dark

Common Connell.
Monday evening, Feb. 3.
Board of Aldermen—Present, Messrs.
Green, Cronise, Minturn. Robinson and Sel-
over.f »
Minutes of last meetlng read and ap-

Demur- , proved.

Petition of J. B. M. Crooke, to furnish

The arguing | lamps and lamp posts for the city: referred

Also,
| the petition of Theodore Adams, for privilege
to build bulkhead on Broadway, from Bat-
i tery to Front street, at his own cost; refer-
red to Com. on Streets and Wharves. Of
Patrick Noonan, to be appointed inspector of
meats: referred to Police Committee. Of
A\, Simmons, for relief on a'judgment held
by him against the citvj referred to Finance
Committee. Of W. Hunter, M. D., asking
for remuneration for services as Resident
Physman of City Hospital; his bill ordered
paid.

Bill of the Sergeant-at-arms of the Board
for six months services, at 8150 per month,
presented, and ordered paid. Of11. P. Carr,
Henry S. Fitch, E. Kauffman, and C. H.
Aan yck, for two days services, as Inspec-
tor_% of election, $25 per dav: ordered to be
paid.

A Special Committee reported an ordi-
nance establishing a tariff of wharfage,
which was adopted.

The Special Committee appointed to ex-
amine the books of the Recorder, reported
the total receipts of his office up to January
I, 1851, to have been $4,317 50: and the
expenses during the same period, of $385.

The ordinance providing that all fines for
violations of city ordinances be paid into the
Recorder’s court, and that the sdme be ap-
propriated to the pay of the Police, was
adopted.

An ordinance confirming assessment for
improvement of Francisco street from San-
some street to Powell, was adopted.

A resolution providing for the appoint-
ment of a Joint Committee with the Board
of Assistants, to confer upon, and ascertain
the most expedientmeasure, to raise an im-
mediate fund tor the relief of the police, was
adopted; Messrs. Robinson, Cronise, and
Mott, were appointed from this Board.

Board of Assistants—Present, Aid. Bar-
tel, Gibbs, Grant, Green, Corbett and Van
Ness.

Pe/zfzons.—Petition of Patrick Woonan to
he appointed inspector of meats and markets:
placeifon file: of Wm. Summers, praying
that $7,500, be allowed him for work done
tor the city : referred to the City Attornuy.

Report of Committees.—The Finance Com-
mittee reported adverse to a bill of John W.
Geary, for $334: T. R. Johnson, for $1,346 :
E D. Keyes, $2,266 64: T. S. Leonard. $48;
J. Rogers, $120. The Committee* on Streets
reported an ordinance for grading and plank-
ing First street, from Mission to Market
street, and Broadway, from Green to Battery
street.

Bills.—Of Price & Childers of*$571 75,
for work done upon the hospital: laid upon
the table : of John C. Pelton and wife, $500,
for teaching school one month : ordered paid :
of the Clerks and Inspectors of 1st and 2nd
districts at the late election; referred to a
special committee, consisting of Messrs. Bar-
tol and Grant.

Concurrences.—Ordinance establishing the
duties of a public wharfinger, and the rates
of wharfage; a resolution appointing a com-
mittee to assess the rate of taxes, aipl request-
ing the Street Commissioner-to report the
number and location of the different street
pedlers, and the amount they should be
taxed : ordering that the Steward of the
City Hospital be allowed to have the hospi-
tal well cleansed at the expense ofthe city;
allowing billot Richard Mcrrin for work
done on City Hospital; also bill of Sophia
Eastman ot $600, for services as a matron at
the City Hospital; an ordinance establishing
the office of Marshal's clerk, with a salarvof
$5000 per annum.

Resolutions.—A resolution was passed, re-
guesting the Mayor to write to the commit-
tee appointed by the Common Council to
proceed to San Jose, and obtian certain grants
of land to this city, and recommend that Mr.
Alfred W heeler should be added to their
number. Also, thata committee, consisting
of Messrs. Gibbs, Aan Ness-and Corbett, he
appointed to devise means of raising funds
to redeem the police scrip.

A message from the Mayor, transmitting
the reports of the Treasurerand Comptrol-
ler, was referred to a special committee, con-
sisting of Messrs. Bartol and Gibbs.

The committee appointed to examine into
the affairs ot' the Recorder’s Court, reported
at length, and was indefinitely laid on the
table.

An ordinance imposing a fine for carryin
Ere arms, was presented and laid on the ta

io

Agreeable to a resolution, Messrs. Robin-
son, Middleton and Minturn, were appointed
a committee to frame an ordinance, regulat-
ing the business of hawkers and pedlers.

Board adjourned.

Commercial.

The passage of the act permanently locating the seat of
government at Vallejo, is calculated to affect favorably
the finances of the State. The public spirit of Gen. Va-
11ejo, makes it unnecessary for the State to be at any
expense for public buildings, a tax that would fall heavily
upon the people, l.ut the most important advantage is
that which the State will derive from the payment of such
a large proportion of her present debt by this capitalist
In the short space of three years, thggreater part of our
present debt will be liquidated, by the bonus paid for rc-
mova), a fact that cannot be too often brought to mind.
The fear has been expressed in many quarters, that the
present evidences of the State debt will be bought up for
this purpose. We hope this fear will be realized, for it is
of no sort ofconsequence how the State receives her dues,
whether in gold or her own notes. The sooner the present
floating debt of warrants is absorbed the better for the
State, and tax payers. Solong as they bear no interest,
so long will every man who supples the State with any
article, charge enough in warrants to nett him cash.

The powers of the legislature in regard to borrowing
money have very properly been restricted, but members
need not attempt to persuade themselves that the framers
of the constitution, meant to tie the hands of the legisla-
ture, thus allowing the finances of the State to fall into
hopeless insolvency. When the constitution was framed,
the condition ofmonitory affairs was such that its framers
were warranted in their supposition, that the small rate op
taxes upon our greatwealth would be readily paid, and the
State, at the end ot each year, be left with a surplus
Experience has show that California, so far as taxation is
concerned, does not differ from the rest of the world. The
restoration of the credit of the State is no small task, but
it can be readily done, by adhering to the course common
sense points out. To an economical administration,
must be added the smallest efficient taxation, but the
amout levied must be collected resolutely. Some legis-
lature must take the responsibility of adopting a system of
finance for the State, nor do we think an abler or better
one can ever be selected than the present. To them, while
the task is comparatively easy, the people confidently
look for action. It is clearly within their power, and duty,
to give life to the State debt, by the payment of the nomi-
nal interest of per cent.;
est doubt of the sanction of their constituents. Could
the popular vote be taken to-day, there woiid be scarcely
a dissenting voice, against any feasible policy that would
redeem the State from dabt, or free her from the imputa-
ot indirect repudiation. We hope the next mail to the
Atlantic will tell our sister States that though temporarily
embrassassed, California has taken every means to keep
her financial character, where the credit ofthe State should
be, that exports her three millions of gold per month, and
saves the Atlantic cities hom bankruptcy, through the
loss of their coin.
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nor can there be the small-'

BY LAST NIGHT’S BOAT.
News from the Sacramento Valley.

Palmer & Co. furnished us with Sacra-
mento papers of yesterday morning.

The Index states that Mr. A. P. Petit, of
Sacramento, has closed a contract with Gen.
Vallejo for the erection of a number of build-
ings for the use of the State. The Index
adds:

“ Most of these buildings are to be built of
brick, and completed in a substantial manner.
The main building is to be 60 feet front by
100 feet deep, and 30 feet high. The State
is to use these buildings for three years, until
the capitol can be completed. JVIr. Pettit
has been over the grounds, and has selected
localities for brick yards, and has contracted
to be on the ground within six days after the
passage ofthe bill, and is to have the main
building finished by the first day of June

next.”
T\yo men named George Knight and Dan-

iel A. Lewis, underwent an examination on
Sunday, for an alleged attempt to drown II.
G. McCubble, by throwing him from asmall
boat in Ivhich they were crossing the river.
The result of the investigation is not stated.

Suicide.—The body of an Italian named
Lewis Pappi, was found a short distance
from WilloAV Springs, about tAventy-three
mlitles from Sacramento, on Sunday, the 26tli
ult.

Earthquake—The Index says “a severe
shock of an earthquake was felt all along
the upper part of Feather river, on the 29th
ult.”

The same paper gives an account of the
robbery of $1800 and a gold wath, frojn a
trunk in the Humboldtin that city. No ar-
rest.

The Transcript is shoAving up, and pub-
lishing the names, description and location
of thieves in that city. Not a bad idea.

A tent occupid by a number of “ China
Boys,” was entered on Friday night, and
robbed of some booty. The robbers with
drawn pistols frightened the Celestials, and
they dered not make any resistance.

Placerville—A correspondent of the
Sagramento Daily Index, from the above
place,- says:

‘The mining in the streets is still very
bncouraging, and a great multitude are now

forking in all parts of the town with excel-
lent success.”

The writer also mentions that one of the
citizens of the place, a Mr. Shobert, was shot
in the back whilst standing in his store, on
the 31st ult., by an individual Avith whom he
had previously had a dispute about weighing
gold dust. Mr. S. was not expected to sur-
vive. The assassin was immediately arrested,
and there was some talk of Lynching him.

Upset.—A mule and cart, the latter load-
ed with wood, was handsomely capsized, cor-
ner of Broadway aud Stocktonigreets, yes-
terday afternoon. The driver, undoubtedly,
had a “ brick ” in his hat, and so attempted
to drive over, or on to a “ corner lot,” which
was considerably elevated above the street-
lienee his mishap.

lor Trinidad—Gregory despatches a
special messenger by the Eudora, to-day, for
Trinidad.

iClearance Extraordinary—The bri<*
Minnesota cleared from Chicago, for Swan”
sea, in Wales. She is to take on board cop-
per ore from the Lake Superior mines, atten
dollars per ton. being less than 50 cents per
hundred pounds. ;

Extraordinary Munificence—The Home
Jotn nal says that Jenny Lind went over to *
Brooklyn to see an old Swedish play fellow,
and he not being at home, left anote for him
MO 00CK  WIfC’ contained a check for

Arrivals at Hotels. .
T n W EcKtb; " —D P Va<nun»- J B Crnndel. W F Hall
J 17> nnth, San Jose; J B Wilcox. Eldorado co; P W Shaef-
fer, Marysville; G Geovenyer, Baek Bar; 1l A Sheldon S-i-

cramenco; J Davis, S W_Bronde.. Casewint; A Walmslev
~Nce”™ C Baker' S E PaetS’ C W Kexford il DeA:

Passengers Arrived.

Per Isalah Crowell-S K Willard and lady;
Drmv d>" ©° S 0111 lady’ Mrs B

W 11 Brown
alev. Mrs SA

Per Snlla.. A Drews. A Rooek. C Nuttint;. E Myers
SontL and My  © SD°W' J Murphy' U CoW""* a“d J B

" Per Jainestown-B Powell. A B Dennistoun F Ar

Consignees.
D S IR B MaBIREHOMe A UM § 3y Canppa.
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MARINE NEWS

DOI* To Masters of Vessels and Otiirbs Vvii
ofthe JV/swill be supplied without ehaj. to

a ITe.sel. kavmgSM, FraueiseOfor forc}gn port.
lafat J,

« 7 g
to send to their correspondents, without charge.

Cleared.

Ship Powhattan, Myer. Callao.
Ellenor. Shettl. Callao.
Bark Lalue Outebridse, Philadelphia.

February 1st.

Bug Kiza Cornish, Talbot. Panama.
RriLr Arabian. Folger. Manilla,
hark Somerset, Welsh, Panama.

Bark 08Car’ Shult* VValpafFebmary M.

B— vEUen' Lancilst<'r. Sydney.
BriZ ZBr?2JIrmOnt\San,U'ich Islani»S-

%
Schr Albert Harr@ghf)ot?r%én §a‘r)%rv&\lnc% Islands.

Arrived.

. ) .
sia? nX'Sl; N<<<*11.
an%cgﬁ rt(a)nEES én"l?’\ -l Bol“ta Islands. Turtle

CroWwl, Kell,, ISO*

n. XTigre'™

Brig Sutter, for Sacramento, Cobb 10 .
Aalparaison54 ds. Mdse to master * Bos‘on via
Ca'tharine”N BrM8' 234 ds ftu Bwton> days from St

oMn-Elizabeth Lae, 10 days from~rk. LUInberto

tasrtB0><ke' U°It2C dS ~anda. Po-

Spoken. l ¥

cult?. Jamestown—Ja““25, ship Adrian, 2 ds hence for CaJ,
Per Louisiana—.Tan 9. bark Condor, IatSN iioav
pliel her with water. 112 M’ 8UP"

PhilhpDelano fm ~Ha™ 83 W
-500 bbls spm oil. ' Mor8e” master-30 mos out,

' Memoranda.

Left at Sts Magellan, Port Famin,??’ te»BOIL for th*, Pu

of Baltimore; at anchor in Half Port nenr” Bshlng{/ n.
can, Barclay. Port Bay. Br steamer Vul-
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