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Dryobates villosus. 

Descriptions of First Plumage of Cer- 
tftiji North Am, Sbs. UVju. Brewster. 

92. Pious villosus* 

First plumage: male. Forehead spotted thickly with white; crown dull 

scarlet, each feather subterminally spotted with white; nuchal crescent 

entirely wanting. Rest of upper parts dull dead black, marked and 

spotted with white as in the adult. Lores yellowish-white, maxillary line 

very faintly indicated. Beneath soiled yellowish-white. From a speci¬ 

men in my collection shot at Upton, Me., August 1, 1874. The first 

plumage of this species is exceedingly evanescent. The scarlet patch 

upon the crown is soon lost, the feathers dropping out one by one ; a few 

scattered ones, however, usually remain until the feathers of the nuchal 
crescent have begun to appear. 

_ A female in first plumage (Upton, Me., August 20, 1874) differs so 

little from adults as scarcely to require a detailed description. The black 

of the upper parts, as in the male just described, is of a dead or plumbe¬ 

ous cast. The crown is entirely unspotted. I have, however, seen speci¬ 

mens which had the forehead spotted with white. 

* As stated elsewhere, the young of most, if not all of the Woodpeckers, 

regularly moult the wing and tail feathers with the rest of the first plumage. 

No exceptions to this rule occur among large series of the common North 

American species examined, and it may probably be found to hold good among 

all excepting, perhaps, some highly specialized groups. Another peculiar feature 

in the early development of the species most thoroughly investigated, and one 

which is perhaps common to all the members of this family, is the fact that a 

certain proportion of the females in first plumage possess to a greater or less 

degree the adornments which in more advanced stages are peculiar to the 

males alone, and which are lost with the first moult. Marked examples of this 

are afforded by young females of Colaptes auratus, Picus pubescens, and others, of 
which detailed descriptions are given in the text. 

Bull. N, 0.0. 3, Oct., 1878, p, / 7*f 
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' ino ( I, k > Unb.yog). 

Shot a Palo in first iluroago 'ith tho full rod 
era . -r, ah , 

Shot a your.:-; nrilo noulting and changing tho fall 

plumage. 

Shot r s 'hito ■ (s 3cimo Li i da o a}* 

A hole in a snail stub not r-ore than throe foe t 
above tho /ator, I hamrnerod loudly on -"ho stub and tho 
r.ialo car-i out. I could hoar young inside making a soft 

Tho entrance hot a was one a&d •: - 
sixteenths inches in i."v---otoi% tho thickness tho -rood 
at t; ■ ori.fico om and ono Ira If inches. 

Cut o the n >s t found ,1 ti.no 2; it contained four 
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k-i ! >nb , o: r ;r.ok. £ sbo-L, 

A 3re : - - oung ©i i '■>; k of Cambridge 1 r . ^ 
3 coming regularly with food, the male he 

The young rattledliko -r 11 young ■‘codpeckors. 



Dryobates villosus 

Maine (Lake Umbagog ) 

1880. 
May 21 Most with n owl y-»hnt chert your.;' ir. low birch stub 

Dot 0»3. On ;:>• int of hr tching, olo in south 
side of brwr ash stub; s: -oundod by water; thirty 
yards from shoi ^ f okt t d tiij «; >lorod by 
time • • nd weather. M 

Picus villosus 

Maine (Lake Umbagog) 

1880-. 

May ,21). Another nest about thirt 
ash stub, aIs o n r> n t. a i ri q rl« a o a 

ty feet above the water in an 
“’’l of which were broken by 

entrance hole on east side of 

v'xth four young Just hutched 

Juno 14 Toon ,<o youn;; Mai ss froM; tho ■. ust of y/hieh t':oy 
vrnro the only occupants. Upon being placed in a box 
they clung t< ■ sid ms d, al : i h >ir hills r ■ 
Very soft, hanrnr cl very loudly on the boards. They 
uttered the long rattling cry and the short share note 
of th' old bird in. nearly the sane tone. Both wore very 
fat. The > sm ,1 a pager t appeared a * were cut ting 
open the hole and made a great outcry but. .-/as very shy 
soar »ly cominj dthiii : s n . 

.ay la. A nost fro! ■ - ■■ >d, e. . •;; 
.- - ■ ? ' ■ “v“ i ’ 

lliVO, eg:;: , but '.noth >r on ,*hich WO started the - lo 
proves, on examination, empty • sb ;, 

Kggs slightly incub:: ted. best in avail 

vn. yoxlov sap or juaso which, exuded freely from up) 
• ■' ■■ ? f i c i.. vi t y. t t .n id it . a tor . 

s aJ is > the wood above and bocai ■ ■ t in w ij : ... ■ 
Uopb ftrou: h it. This nest as e..»:?May 14 when the 

■ ' *0 fi p after . 
ro luentl; r pod < th runk i® no ir - £$gs:.g -hi 

one or ^e o lnor bird ' u lly look out but •.••ould 
rarely fly from tbo halo. 



Dryobates villosus 

Maine (Lake Umbagog). 

1381. 
May 87.; 

* i r] t,7 hole ,;as 

t ho i as t y oar ’ s on o, 

the n oint of ha tcTi in- ; ash stub 
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Dryobates nubescens medianus. 
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Ficus pub >so ons 
nr/4 

July 7, 

mg * 

1 <J ? t> . 

*Junu 15. 
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Jim 

183 

June 5, 

Maine {Lake tTmbagog) 

Shot a young rale vith the whole top of IP-o head rad. 

Took & vary rr a.ll nalo ? p-;- ->.-y,ly just 'ron t.ho 
nest. These young are still ogoth >r in broods but L 
I doubt if either they, or tho young op t~ Icus villosus. 

■ i f®d b pm ’ter la ri » n r. 

Hos t with thr-vo fresh oggr; about tv#on ty foot, high 
in a stub in the -/cods on high ;round. 

On ■ 'lyca oe- inr, launch i-.g out re.- uitorily after 
flying Dyptera. Ho caught several, but v/as much loss 
adroit at this oee . p > tp • the i O. lot?-bullied mod- 
poekor. I afterwards saw another doing the s e ip ring , 

it of s■ p-s ■ p k f-vtr days. .1 a 
in dead top of live ash near lake :.P -e; height about 
fo 'ty foot. This r.ost vxas found vay 5, when 'the birds 

O , UjjCtern . 

Sot I>—5. Xricu.be-.ted six days, ' out in to of 
v ry rot ton ash stub over water; found: vay-— who; too 

work excavating it. having at that tine sun] 
f ee i echos only; height fif- 

malo vas at 
the hole to 

feet, 
the depth o-. 

t 3 0.0 

K a is; 13 - Lnod <ti ■ ■ ysung s » • h p . 

sari p asaonsnoj s last. 

Dryobates nubescens. 
I0S9. Oxford County, Maine. 

Sept.23 / , Bethel. 



Dryobates pubescens medianus. 

Lake Umbagog, New England. 

Six eggs (2847), May 23, 1896, coll .Win.Brewster. Male & 

female at nest. Eggs slightly inc. Pine Point. High ground, open 

woods, fine old yel. & pa. birches, rock maples, &c. Nest about 

35 feet high, in very rotten yel .birch stub. V/.reached it by rope 

strung across fr.living trees. When cutting out hole, birds flew 

about him and one lighted on ro'pe. 

Six eggs (2852), May 28, 1896, coll.Wm.Brewster. Male 

sitting and started from nest. Eggs slightly inc. Near the Nar¬ 

rows. On Gibb's Pt. midway bet.Narrows & Black Island. Nest in 

tall dry black ash stub, dead about 30 yrs. but still hard. Hole 

small and neat. Ht.20 ft. Stub on edge of Lake, among other dead 

stubs, 50 yds.fr.woods. Nest not taken. 

) ft*' 

Nest /o (3033), June 3, 1897, coll.Wm.Brewster. Bird 

started from hole. Eggs fresh. In dead & very rotten stub at a 

height of about 20 ft.over water. Eggs all broken by the fall of 

the stub which we tried to lower with a rope. 

J 

Nest /5 (3034), June 4: 

started from nest. Eggs fresh. 

1897, coll.wm.Brewster. Female 

In dry maple stub about 8 ft.a- 

bove water on shore of Bottle Brook Pond. 



Dryobates pubescens medianus. 

Descriptions of First Plumage of Cer¬ 
tain North Am, Bbe. Wm. Brewster. 

94. Picus pubescens. 

First plumage: male. Forehead and nape thickly spotted with white. 

C^own deep scarlet; no red on nape ; rest of upper parts marked as in the 

adult, but the black duller. Beneath ashy-white, thickly streaked on the 

sides of the breast and body with dusky ; on the sides of the abdomen 

these dusky markings assume the character of broad though poorly defined 

transverse bars. From a specimen in my cabinet collected at Upton, Me., 

August 14,1874. Several other young males show a considerable amount 

of variation in the character and extent of the dusky markings beneath. 

In one or two the streaks are nearly continuous across the breast and abdo¬ 

men. A very young male (Upton, August 1, 1874) has the forehead and 

nape dull, unspotted black, and a decided greenish-yellow tinge to the 

white both above and below. 

First plumage: female. Forehead slightly spotted with wdiite ; crown- 

patch scarlet, exactly as in the male. Nape unspotted. Beneath brownish- 

white, barred obscurely upon the flanks and spotted continuously across 

the breast with dusky. From a specimen in my collection obtained by 

Mr. W. D. Scott, at Coalburgh, W. Va., July 25, 1872. Another speci¬ 

men before me (Upton, Me., August 13, 1874) has the forehead and occi¬ 

put, with a narrow median line connecting them, thickly spotted with 

white, but no scarlet. Still a third, in the collection of Mr. C. J. May¬ 

nard, has the crown irregularly patched with scarlet feathers. The sex of 

all these specimens was determined by the most careful dissection. 

Bull. N.O.O. 3, Oct., 1878, p, • 
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1896, 
June I. 

Dryobates pubescens medianus. 

Lake Umbagog. 

Feeding young. 

After finishing with the Water Thrushes I sailed over to 

ray old camp ground near Moll's Rock and took two pictures of the 

male Downy. The young have hatched for the male took in some food 

in the tip of his bill. 

* 
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Dryobatos pubesoens. 

Lake Umbagog,.Maine. 

1897. 

June 2. 

There were several pairs of Downy and Yellow-bellied 

Woodpeckers about the shores of the pond (Bottle Brook Pond 

where we went this morning) and we found one nest of the for¬ 

mer species. The entrance hole was the smallest I have ever 

known a Downy to make. When we rapped on the stub and the 

female bird thrust out her head it seemed to fill the opening 

completely and when, a moment later, she essayed to follow it 

with her body she had to struggle violently for two or three 

seconds before she could get out. 

June 4. 

I 

Watrous took the nest of the Downy Woodpecker at Bottle 

Brook Pond to-day. It had five eggs slightly incubated. The 

female was sitting at 9 A.M. (she was in the hole at 4 P.M. on 

the 2nd) and, as on our first visit, she had the utmost dif¬ 

ficulty in squeezing her body out. 
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14, 

1873. 

July 31. 

Picoidos arc '-icus. 

Maine (Lake Uiabagog). 

Thro a Jb-eeimer.s taken. Ono \/’ueh I shot Jimo 14 
v/as herer r.ur at th-.» .-rostrato trunk in a windfall on 
tho :3.or.? of th3 Lake, The topping roll, of this saoeios 
is d 1 f f 'TO: t from that of the Yol 1 o*v-bellied hood ;oher. 

Round a.r adult male ,/ith a young in first plrmago 
feeding as ong tho stubs on tho bank of the River bo lot/ 
tho house. 

t. 

1874. 

Jui. 31. 

. 10, 
1373. 

May 30, 

31. 

1379, 

J ; :Ji 4. 

•3 ' ore mi uiru r "or; - s in d o r.rbor** 
vitao v/oods bordering tho si: ros of .-Richardson T-t\ko. 

Tho ord u.ary cr of is s oc ; in l rdistitm" .isha- 
blo From = To chuck of tho cor-non fmmd squirrol. Hoard 
savors! t -day . 

Shot tbroo, or.? a younr bird on (•• 3>ri.dgo Kivor. 

A young fomale shot had a good sizod yollov»- batch on ^ 
the cro-m, 

Three ,t loci'- -y s . , ono bo hi? t< t ■ r ms© two on v 
e v:L- 

t >stly -s”hf i . hrvo laid f?>r tho a least tw v/o \ks. 

v/ 
’oriala of oh has >ady 3 Ml I #W3P» 

al ogga. This hoo-hock >r is by far tho r ost active and 
■onorgoti© spec ios that X know. Its strokes or ’ v? 
tre - .• :«.* .1 v .ril; powerful, its honor -•-! Tarring 
>x res,-.*. vo ovajyor . .. a :ergy. 

k fo; e.lo r.,.ot to-day vrould ovid mtly not halaid L'' 
for several reeks. 

nost near tar Tm<;,; of Oarer idgo River with young 
uttering- the querulous cfvtr;.- cor-;-on to all young Wood- 
r ■ t, r . -■ y • fo ding ■ >1 , About throo 
MiiiV.r- ur .11'. olrosed he e ■; >■ r turo of one and 
the return. of the oarer. ' s tho nal ■ o r- 'd from tho 
hoi;? coo,! black head and yellow e-or, roson tod a 
fino o. f ■ ■■ ■ — 
er.rre ? cixr • ur ’.net t. :-e runic '* ? r ?o and ’■ -r f- 

in; his body ' out -Lncoasa- tly. After I saving ti ••> s ot 
I heard him cull in.- continuously for sometime, running 
tho usual .3lues in to a harsh, rolling clamor that i have 
never hoard bof• >ro, Tho hole was . very neat ono about 
t J of i” by my ... > r, ±1 ras 

vh 

u; S3 



Picoides arcticus. 

15.?/: . 
Mateo (LaJco Unbti ag). 

(Juno 4) 

13. 

« 3/ 

" 21 

in. . 
ay lu 

a dead fir stub in mixed fi.r ns.cl sprue© woods bore; -/tog 
the 'Ivor. 

This .‘C3c U* la ov;i! a." , i )V.' ; ■■••(i. " era /i O— 

rous of a . i. 1J7alu-aa .lor ^ , active, a a on - - ■ oic. 

Yini . v;- j -« nest on annbribge ail. vor t, is ora ; ng, vX 
X four..-’ a- r -.a. ..If:I;. caning to it r fro ; ;ent inter¬ 
vals v/ith food for ft: ; o. J,. wh o rrvru ul at tbe ont too 
to rocoivo it kooping up an inconaant chat or that e rid 
bo hoard at least a. hundred yards off. In no iristanco 
did ox -,h n- .re- . o; tor tf..o holo; they singly clung be¬ 
neath it pine ij-g tho • “or sol in om ■ " a o hungry mouths 
t,]-. at fr .od ' . 

Vi:.;it >d , .o nog on uambridgo river. One of the 
young was looking t of the holo and all wore shattering 
fdo. ,i; . . ■ tftgftel '.u. their G^mrnt being X ■. :• ly 
Lbms ■ ■ ■ t. yTl»y ? < be i r .n i gro i i. t -o 
fore oat o., >d '. ago crovr,-pateh distinctly. 

Visit ;d > nest on. Cambridge . iver this morning 
and found that' the entire fan Lly - had gone. Saw tv/o 
: . 1 a - y behind tho l&ko ms©, note 

l i ■ .y 1 ik© the >f • o 8la©3 iird, 
cdv. 3 7 A!J 

v/ 

t> ■■ t v. i cub; /!<’ a ff,' ; .ys—red ■ aiylo stub 
© /at r—f 1 vo net# si tending . f > am 
ter .v./enty yards; fr■ tie s'.ore, bordered h no by a heavy 

' Of s’ ■; .a- r I • a . >1 M. f ■ a b i © f 
< ■ ub './hi oh ur ..bout twenty foot high. Tho fonale 

was a •-1t lag and. popped out b-r hoad as wo approached, 
after '. no? -:mt, f 1;; to a ;e ei;;hhor lre r ;d. She Soon 
rotor: kI ibU.ghtiiv just del or the at- ; «e, poo pod in, 
ana are ai, S'sd, Struggling ; if . holo »op# a ti ] .1 
fit. Paddling noisel r.sly to tho tree I inserted my 

dkorohi rai . a y ’ b. 
r.so would ;; eel: . :.eroo.Iy, driving ' >r s ;)rf;;l bill 
to t.h : bone at stry ' low an; utt ring a curious .-q.tiling 
cry not u ingfishor# t| th nl- 

r t a Ut , 1 a. : i a | 9 ; j, a: | jj 

DM* 
gerss, at once flying t e -' is ■ ■ r.ot -'ruing a .- in. 

cion altered trie 'sole. Wo ou-:io:;;e<: bin in the so 3 way, 
but : ore ■ trsid than, bin : --at, he ssri . ; conio to tho 
Or. tr&neo. Accord ur Xy o ci t trunk - lie Jo 

V" 

abov > s =. > gs5 a?i'! i took bin r or; 
Ho uttered tin 
' .bsolutdly o ro« tone©. 

a ' ratili; cry a tho forsalo, but : ado 

rof:.a >d to strike at 
l 0V 1< it ib ill. 



Picoides arcbicus 

Maine (Lake Umbagog). 

1880. 
May 2'/ 

r ■ y : 8) 

“ * i — . | 
on a a, ill • is! .nd In a retired oovo, the adjacent r0s * 

fringed with arbor-vitae; h ight flftoor 2>t; entrance 
IIOii J»o *>orih si ; ttjU . r< 

LcxAf^*-— V"— £y- Q*JlAr Qoc. Le^-'C'. 

Goor^o ' ay-.rard brought i.r e &ot of p '.rCoctlv fresh 

eggs Vi bn • for il® parent; ho : lid the hole v/as about v' 
®i t f high ii s 1 lv > sprue on 

looi. 

ty 14, 

« 23. 

« 20. 

1002. 
Oct.:;-, ' 

I dissected fh 
throe moro s; fo 

ird ounr. 

Shot, fermle /hicp h"cl 1: .id all bat V o oggs(oxtrorr» \/ 
ity of Svcoo t Cove:. 

Ot ;a t| ho ' i of a r- /it.- ' , -p bor¬ 
der in; - ’ 1 Androscoggin River about " hundred rods bolovr 
tho mouth of the ''ogallou-ay; it, ..ris incubating.. 

Shot r. : ale on tho south shore of tho lake a f.nr hun¬ 
dred yards vmst ot Poasleo’s brook; ho v/as digging at 

tho trunk' o C : fir. It is unusual o find one so far 
nvr-iy from tho arbor-ritao sn-anpr, bn I, like most of V o 
largo food.. 'ckors, this species venders a no >d foal, even 
at this v.Bon, 

Tar ; ■ ai y rt * 3,6. **h ■ cor® a ■ 
in , top ■ ■■ r op vv.1 stub, ch p';; like P. vil losus 
as tho, chased ore another around its trunk. A sirglo 
male riot October 21. 





Picoides aretieus. 

Descriptions of 
tain North Am, 

First Plumage of Cer- 
Bbs. Win-Brewster. 

95. Picoides aretieus. 

First plumage: male. Similar to the adult, hut with the yellow crown- 
patch rather more restricted ; the black of the upper parts duller ; the 
white beneath tinged with brownish, and the bars upon the sides dusky 
instead of black. A few feathers upon the lower interscapular region are 
spotted with white. From a specimen in my collection shot at Upton, 
Mq., July 31, 1874. Unfortunately no females in strictly first plumage 
afiravailable for comparison. A moulting specimen, however, which has 
acquired most of the second or autumnal plumage (Upton, Me., August 
10, 1874), shows a patch of thickly sprinkled yellow feathers upon the 
crown, while another) taken as late as September 5, still retains several 
similar feathers. There can be little doubt but that among a good series 
of young females in first plumage many would be found to occur with 
yellow crown-patches quite conspicuously developed. All among a large 
number of adult females examined have the crown entirely plain. 

{lull. N.O.C. 3, Oct., 1878, p. /fO 

27 
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1897. Lake TJmbagog. 
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Mi. Lake TTmbag'Og'. 
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Picoides americanus. 



Picoidos americanus» 

Maine (Lake Uribagog !, 

V 571. 
'ray 31. @t a tel il» •: mou‘- stub* as tk« ;7 of tho 

stone f ,m. It v/a;: vary tamo. Its note rase?rblod 
it of Downy >ookor bnt at% »rod in a dif¬ 

fer on & tone. 

If WO. 

7 fay 25, Shot an adult male. Ho was busily Pidginy into i/ 
the trunk of ■ lurgc dead a. rue a on the a ;.oro of a snail 

J 
Island. Ho -ms perfectly ail out, and apparently could 
not have bred for sonotine. 

Jflno 7. Shot art adult fur 1© in a, d ruse suritco forost bor- 
■ i. m Sit'd > t nk of / 

a dead s..-ruoo literally rid died by '-‘oodpockors. Her ham- 
1< ueland somewhat pocttltar* uho was apparent¬ 

ly in tun \d3t o•" incubation. 

n 



THAYER MUSEUM 

LANCASTER, MASSACHUSETTS 



Piooides americanus. 
L. ZJmh&gag, Maine. 

3S" 



Plcoidos an<r~ic.anns. 
1889, Lake Umbagog. 
October 26. Pul-pit Hock. 

Landed at Pulpit Hook for lunch. Heard a Woodpecker 

tapping in heavy spruce timber on the hillside and going to the 
N 

place found a female P.arctious which I shot at. She flew a short 

distance and alighted, then turned head down and hung by one foot. 

I was about to take her off the tree when I heard another Wood¬ 

pecker tapping a few rods off. Looking I discovered a fine male 

P.amoricanus -working up the trunk of a large spruce and quickly 

shot him. I recognised him the first glance. Afterwards shot a 

male P.arctious near the Rock as we were eating lunch. He came 

from across the river, calling kloc, kloc as he flew, and alighted 

on a tall slender fir. Although killed dead by the shot I fired 

at him he clung to the tree, apparently by his bill, so tena¬ 

ciously that I had to get Jim to cut it down. 

Vo 
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Picoides ainericanus. 

L ak0 TJmbag'O'g, Me. 
Sept. & Oct. 1393. 

- !■ o (V. ? / , 

Lialco Umbagrog', Maine, 

v/ 

AT 

zir:. 

aUs6 
1894 
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f > 
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Piooides americanus. 

Lake Umbagog, Maine. Notes. 

1894. I saw a?Banded Three-toed Woodpecker on Pine Point this 

Sept.10. morning. It called at least fifty times in succession utter¬ 

ing a note which varied so much in tone that at first I 

thought it was made by P.arcticus., next by Dr,yob at es. v i 11 o s_us., 

and last by D.pubescens. It was not until I got my glass on 

the bird that I felt sure of its identity, although I sus¬ 

pected that it would prove to be P.amoricanus from the fact 

that I have before compared the note of that species to the 

notes of both P.arcticus and D.pubescens. After calling a- 

while this bird began drumming, making a long, continuous roll 

like a Downy's but louder I thought. It had less white on 

the back than usual - a narrow median line only. It kept 

high up in the spruces and exhibited no peculiarities of at¬ 

titude or motion. 



/if ^7. afee ^mbagogr. 

Ju^ 2S^iri fcUU fh^rtc 





Sphyrapicus varius. 
L. TTmbagog, Maine. 

/7 9 May 30-June 10,1871. 

; / / 

iZu^rL , h(u y i±t(r''7/ ^ 1873* 

/3 - (j£7y/.ylfc^ X6./$£& -/m .,ni, t&*y / <4i' 
Hm** 

1^4^ i-J'-.h’J*, 3.oixli t Sent. 13P.7 
Sept. ; ,,, t 

,. (a|t«|» •?>'- l6~H _Zc>~'-£'> - 27 
7. ? ' 

Ufc:3~. /3s-- 
A oo.o f *. ■ oo .,!.. o ,o cA 

jY i Sjj^eLu^ J^tr. ' Lake Umbagog, Maine. 1890. 

I, ^ ^7, /nki^ 

Lake TJrabagog, Maine. 

1894 

/ttr^czr'- 

^If&AAAAsf 

OcpzzJ^ ‘fU~~/7(S&> 

•> .23- 

iy _ i, vf, $. 

y 4. ^ ^o-vJr y 7' ‘&''7lt 

/„ v 
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1395. 
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/ / 

Lake TTmbagog. 

T% * 
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/ S- £1 3 3- J'fo * * 71 
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Sphyradieus varius. 
1371. Maine (Lake Umbagog). 

.... 3» - Abundant everywhere especially about the shores of 
> 10, the lake They feed almost 'exclusively on the birch # 

their notes ro v, harsh sn-' ling cry, and a loud call 
Lquo. Th >ir t >j ii j ho resonant 1 nks 

troos rroai distance in still en,- 
thor. 

lo, 

1 073, 

, 11, 

Took a nest vi :;h t, rc?o fresco eggs. The hole was 
snail for : e K ;)y ;g-10 bird, and on>r e! horizontally 
For fit least throe inches before it Vegan to descend and 
enlarge. 

pc: ) a 

pro l- oe ti. vo co.1 or ing 

i n 'i P «• fr,t ts?-./! •- 

tior.l :-ss« 

- y O' 

ly one during the past week, 

bcoot. 7, . She t one * . t iho 

“ 10, There are still a f 

« Op 
/ -». * % Saw one to-day. 

1074a 

Aug. i vo alf t he 

« lo. Shot'a young nalo . 

. 1070. 
. 

'ay 20. A nalo shot to-day 
somewhat like the ; sow of 

■ stupidi ty, or p • >r haps 
ends for ua foty on i ts 
.now one to a. np r oa c h ' i t. h» 
■ and ri i s sod , will oft on 

• .ii<. 1 i ’ " • : './u in a or f e c t ly i so- 

... for I have so no on- 

,c hards on I,a ko. 

t/ 

., 

22, Aliot c. P ile et to'' V.-d already laid :,i oral ours. 
. • 

31, Two inlieei tod nos ts in. hi oh birch s tubs at least 
fifty foot above the ground; could not examine Miom. 

Hoard this a >c.>s uh or o new note, A peculiar 
or; to the vow—v/iekt vow—wick- of Cojia.ptos bu 

Ithor arid les tie. 

” fe -.lo shot by stone had a few rod foe.thorn in 
the throat patch; this bird had laid all her eggs. ‘ttL 

Juno 



1076. 

(Juno 

a 

Sphyrapicus varius. 
Maine (Lake Umbagog). 

3) 

3. 

g—tip pod a 
. foctly • oaf oning clamor, scroti: continuously, and so 
loudly t hat ho might have h >on hoard 'or a quarter of 
a iilo. Ho ./as very spirited and >Xucky raising tho 
d im Ti ms of dim nrov7T i;., a a • : ’ uous crest ant’ ha - 
I 1 d forcibly as raw bl< ad. 

Thro i ts , first ii i ta31 j ab standii is 
water oight or ton foot deep, the hole at 1 oast thirty 
foot .'.vo tl : or. "y guide foiled ho o orcu- 

natoly v/ithout breaking tho o ps which 'or . tk-o'* in nun> 
h> r* to " o ' >-id ■ 
have 1 id four more. Hor my to which I also killed had 
the rath >r unusual rod nuchal band. Thin nest had'an 
n ■ 3 no -half i d r; th j 
interior cavity was twelve and ono-hal r ir-chos d.oop, 
with a diaro or of about five inches. The parol bn 

to noisy and very fame. . * 

rod oak t the 'J.x ?..r o:od ''arm . It contained silt fresh 
a ■ t. . fh> hole was bout fif'tdo ’ j'f 11 ; rator 

' : ^rior cavity >r >1 * do ip, ho ■ 
d lb a t ■ i i as. ■ ’ y 

: ’t ov • . tr. J *oliii o troo wo f 
it cn-ni.o-j.nod bo id of v/hici vero broken. The ai.trance 
hole itj mw trod - no ■ t m-« ixt m.1 ha inches it. to tor 
and t mint rior cavity csfxt - . moi-mm v th, 
tiood- that . tho vruo*' was sor:ur~-br- t. m 

* 
’ • -J 'V* <4 f: 

f/9Si ~ 
- 

> r m ! i t h / 
; or th 0 0 th or troos * Th ) oak s ub is t' o or iy ono t ;-.a t 

I h V oo vrhi ch d i.<’ : i o t of a i n at 1 'i, o + rv i vo or six 
nos ti ir" ca vi ties. A t least hal f of t ho SO T" lly 
now th ■ * Th 0 b i.rds 0 V1 f.i on dlv b rc o d. ir. i, ho sam 0 t roe year 
P f* f or year « Tho n os t JL 5 easily found r-_ , , j ■) o . ror. t Sj 
do I ig ht in f lying in and ou t at i - ha Vo 0. Ill: bi t o f cl i ag¬ 
ing j us t b olovr - ’••••) or.tr as •CO for many u is .utes at a t in e 
app ?,r ont jy j ooking on. Upon 0-- rging f 1~> r-> ^ r b: > ty o ft ■ n s i, .li U- 
glo viol OTs ti y bofo j - ,*% f 1 w hry f can c• oi-d tli or :S o 1 v os ihrough 

0. 

tie3 small hole. 

four n-osfcs; containing ros we ; moly five m 
sliyhtly iiwahwtod, novo- p or foctly fr >sh,- five 
incubated; am six emus non.- j.y frosh. The* firs 
about eight foot above tho r tor in a livo ooolar 
hole on tor. in g moro n knot had •: owoiraiira' 
ine.ooa aoriaor 1 lly, then *• osco.nding . bout twelve 
t.ho second most i. a d m,d birch, at about tho sum 
tho third ;k least thirty foot above -ho vaimr h 
rott ... b da'-, did; t - j f$ ft . 

Mono of tho oaront 
ihin- ‘ >ir eggs. 

:?s 
i i ( •» -r 

• '/Xjr 

above y]io . at -r in a birch, 
made much noise whilo a-> o 

+ -t,_ 
v no 

->cn 
> 

v» V? . . .. i J 

f 00 t 
b i r d £ 
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Sphyrapicus varius 

Maine (Lake Umbagog). 

IS76. 
June 0. 

“ 15, 

All Lnaocdssiblb ties t in a tall stub had tho smallest 
entranco hole 'that I have evor soon, so snail lr« f l. that 
th® bird hs ■■■ to struggle ri l i tlj to la, 

A fa iaih ilic hi rig , into tha air and aat< : 
flies. 

(Juno 22) 

in/i.. 

J i,o 3, 

Iv. 

10. 

ta ay ; :i. 

oo 
/•••/> ( 

25, 

They now got their livii rgoly by flycatching 
s any of the Tvranidao. ^ 

A yair putting the finishing touches on their nest 
in a birch. & tub. 

Nest oi Cambridge they tor** 
od in. V: > :'ami or of all young md aek^r: . Hole in birch 
stub. height fifteen foot, 

if no ' ’ » • : isd, 

nest found yest rds young were clamouring loudly-*- 
in 11 le the w? ter— 

heij[1.i toi feet—1ii u u ' >ad, of fcl i iranc * 
boing still ;;ro m—the male shoved his beautiful head 
at tho entrance who;.-. T .-appod -t the tree, but no amount 
of hanraoring could • .k him eerie out. 

Set Fresh—olm stub • h -v ’it ' -dirty feat . 
. t -unco < -est side of tree; tills nest vas uivdstaka- 

bly a last yearns one, the hole :?/ int :-ri.or black and 
disc lorod by the oat her; there do so •aural now and 
perfectly finished nesting cavities in the sane tree, 
besides ;:u old nest of the Plicated '""bodseeker near its 
top. 

Approaohix.n . stub >r * a brood of young vero •.•ear 
ckor rJc in*- 

side-. A f m raps on the trunk with our an br ought his 
c imson )ri head to the entrance which as usual was so 
small that ho Lac’, to struggle to got out. 

Sot ’~4. Fresh—snail dead ash; hole old ad 
black; hoi to iwaaty foot; eggs boau ’ull; roseat© 

V 

f<: . 3 o ring, iy a; ia bird® ■ t ring 1 lo 
higher up in th© samo stub. 



Sphyrapicus varius 

Maine (Lake Umbagog). 

1330. 
May 25, 

l Mil 

Set 0-3. Fresh--roso-tir. tod boforo blowing, but 
stqinod by tho chips on which thoy lay. N s t in .-usd 
and vary rot ton yollow birch, standing just ins ido tho 

s': Most in - •-hi to birch; entrance in east 
side; height twolvo foot: tfbo standing <n shallow 
yrator just outside the odgo of tho .roof's. 

Soij I~i . t’r >s-v—ash stub; height sixteen font; 
ontrance on oast side of tree; there wore only two oth- 
or jiolas in this stub. The occupied on© was black and 
ovidontly old. Yesterday vro counted ton, dead holes in / 
a : ; J ■ ; irch, <ml: i id m m i. 

Sphyrapicus varius. 

Maine < Lake 'Jrcbagog). 

:o) or, 

was vor y 
wide 'was cutting 

ad ■ 
diy 

Sot K-4. Live roc) naula— hoi 
thru-) © thor holes in tho s. ; a roo, one of v/hic 
young last yoar. Ono ogg of this ; 
stain Hi by rot ton wood. While tho 
off vhv> . tulip tho birds flow about his head showing riuch 
solicitude. 

J in- Sot T-—S. Paper 'Iron ft ft rot: foo 
> . >»• ^ P 

ontranco on 

Srt Tt-o. it-'.par birch, nine fo©t. Cavity black 
and old; There viro novoral nowor and to ator holes hi- 

the tr ir' 

1 - Sot . Frosh—or tranco a noth a: ido exc todingly 
/ X- £j#Jl LX 

imi 

12 Sot 0-3, 
it; hole a 

mtl; , 

Paplo stub—oast side—height fiftoon 
a • 11 that tho bird Lad t< struggle vio> 



Sphyrapicus varius. 

Lake Umbagog, New England. 

Five eggs (2851), May 28, 1896, coll.Wm.Brewster. Both 

birds at nest, female sitting at 6 A.M. Eggs inc. a few days. 

Glaspy Cove. Old-growth paper yellow birch & rock maple woods, 

high ground, 20 yds.from Lake. Nest in short, upright dead prong 

of living rock maple. Kt.40 ft. Stump taken. Birds anxious, 
£ (w) d wvr ufrw i.% r 

flying to & fro as W.was getting the eggs. ^' j 

Nest /o (3038), June 5, 1897, coll.C.H.Watrous. 3ird 

started from nest. Eggs nearly hatched. "In an old hole (made 

some years past) in a brown ash stub about 15 ft.above the water" 

in Block Island Cove.' Eggs all broken by the premature fall of 

the tree. . 

Nest /4 (3039), June 5, 1897, coll.Wm.Brewster. Bird 

started from hole. Eggs fresh. In dead, upright prong of living 
» 

white maple about 30 ft.above water in Leonard's Pond. 



Sphyrapious varius. 

ORNITHOLOGICAL CLUB. 63 

ry little. One of the two little feathers of 9-primaried 

ave seen, certainly corresponds to the spurious or fully 

t primary of 10-primaried ; why may not the other be 

also a 'primary 1 It is not conclusive argument to the contrary 

that the feather in question is never fully developed; nor is it an 

insuperable objection that the function of the feather is certainly 

that of a covert. The strongest argument against the view here 

very guardedly discussed is, that if the feather 'be not a covert, 

then the first fully developed primary has none, while the rest 

have one apiece. While I am far from committing myself to the 

implied proposition that an oscine bird possesses eleven primaries, 

I think it proper to bring the case forward as one which will bear 

looking into, and which will probably remain open until the exact 

relations between a remex and a tectrix are ascertained. Should it 

be determined that an Oscine may show traces of two suppressed pri¬ 

maries, instead of only the single one which certainly persists in 

10-primaried birds, the fact would tend to increase the value already 

justly set upon number of remiges as a taxonomic factor. It is 

generally admitted, and it seems to be unquestionable, that here, as 

in numberless other cases, reduction in number and specialization 

in function of parts indicates a higher grade of organization ; for 

only the lower birds show the higher aggregate number of remiges, 

and in none but the higher are the developed primaries ever reduced 

to nine. A gradual reduction in the number of remiges seems to 

be directly correlated with that progressive consolidation or com¬ 

paction of the distal osseous segments of the fore limb which reaches 

its climax in the wing of the most highly organized birds of thfk 

present epoch. 

THE YELLOW-BELLIED WOODPECKER (SPHYRAPICUS 
VARIUS). 

BY WILLIAM BREWSTER. 

The Mexicans call the Woodpeckers “ Carpenteros,” and most ap¬ 

propriately, for the chisel-shaped bill not only serves the bird in 

procuring its daily food, but is also the sole agent employed in 

digging the wonderful cavities in which the eggs are laid and the 

young reared. It is probable that, putting aside the universal ene- 



Sphyrapicus varius. 

Descriptions of First Plumage of Cer¬ 
tain North Am, Bbs. Wm.Brewater. 

96. Sphyrapicus varius. 

First plumage: male. Crown dull yellowish-green obscurely tinged in 

places with dusky-red ; nape and a broad stripe extending through and 

behind the eye dull plumbeous-ash spotted with brownish-white ; rest of 

upper parts like the adults, the white spots, however, tinged with pale 

greenish-yellow. Throat dull yellowish-scarlet. Malar stripes meeting 

below the throat-patch, mottled with dusky. Central line of abdomen 

greenish-yellow ; rest of under parts dull greenish and olive, barred every¬ 

where with dusky or dull black. From a specimen in my collection shot 

at Upton, Me., August 10, 1874. The amount of variation exhibited by a 

large series of males in first plumage is considerable. In one or two there 

is no red upon the throat; in others that part is brownish-white with a 

few scattered red feathers ; many have the crown dull-brown, thickly 

spotted with brownish-white. 

First plumage: female. Crown very pale greenish-buff, each feather 

narrowly tipped with brown ; feathers of interscapular region dusky, with 

transverse bands of yellowish-white ; rest of upper parts like the adult. 

Throat brownish-white ; abdomen pale brownish-yellow ; breast and sides 

dull brownish-olive, thickly barred with dusky. From a specimen in my 

collection shot at Upton, Me., August 6, 1873. 

The first plumage of this species is worn for a longer period than that 

of any other bird with which I am acquainted. Some specimens taken as 

late as October and November seem not to have fully perfected their first 

moult, many of the earlier feathers being still retained. In this condition 

they present a curiously patched appearance, and scarcely any two are 

alike. Full justice has hardly been done by writers to the adult plumage 

of this species. Among the males, it is true, only a comparatively small 

amount of variation obtains, and the full dress is always acquired the first 

spring. But the females in spring plumage differ to a degree which seems 

almost endless. This mutation is, however, chiefly in relation to the color 

and markings of the crown. Thus, out of thirteen females before me, all 

collected in the breeding season, only six have the full patch of crimson 

upon the crown. In one specimen the whole top of the head is spotted 

thickly and evenly with brownish-white. Another exhibits two lateral 

patches of brownish-orange which extend nearly to the occiput, while a 

third has a few scarlet feathers upon the forehead. The remainder are 

variously marked over the crown with mixed yellow and crimson. This 

excessive variability is probably a purely individual tendency to aberration 

from a given type, as several spring females not as yet through the 

moult, and plainly shown by the remains of the previous plumage to 

be birds entering upon their first breeding season, have fully developed 

crown-patches of pure crimson. 

Bull. N.0.0. 3, Oct., 1878, P. /frO-/£/• 



Sphyrapicus varius. 

Lake Umbagog, M-a.ir.ft, 
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Sphyrapicus varius. 

Lake TJmbagog, Maine, 
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Sphyrapicus varius. 
1899. Oxford Co. Maine 

Sept.27 one juv.y Bethel 
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3phvrapicus varius. 

Lake TJmbagog, Maine. 

1097. Watrous and Gilbert went up the Megalloway this morning. 

June 5. In the afternoon they visited two nests of the Yellow- 
I 

bellied Woodpecker which they had previously found in Block 

Island Gove. One contained young, the other five eggs ad¬ 

vanced in incubation. Watrous unfortunately broke these eggs 

but he brought in the.nest a remarkable one drilled in a dry 

ash stub. The entrance hole is evidently an old one for it 

is gray and weathered but the interior has been at least 

freshly chiselled off on every side and perhaps wholly exca¬ 

vated this season. It is not at all uncommon for' Sphyrapicus 

to make use of an old hole in this way. 

In the evening we all visited a nest of this species at 

the western extremity of Leonard's Pond. It was in a dead, 

upright prong of a living white iiaple about 30 ft. above the 

water-altogether a typical situation. It contained four fresh 

eggs. 

I 



Snhyrapicus var ius. 

Upper Megalloway River, Maine. 

1898. Sapsuckers had dug some wells in the trunk of a rather 

Sept.18, large yellow birch that stands in front of the camp and at 

least two birds (both young) hung about the place at all hours 

of the day resorting frequently to the sap well to drink. 

Twice they met there and on each occasion a surprisingly pro¬ 

longed and bitter combat ensued. There was no preliminary 

dodging but the moment the two birds came together they clinch¬ 

ed and went fluttering down to the ground where they rolled 

over and over for two or three minutes. Once they separated 

of their own accord but the other time one of the guides 

walked to the spot and kicked at them just missing them. I 

could not make out that either bird received any serious in¬ 

jury nor could I see that they pecked or struck at one another. 

It was simply a bull-dog-like grip from beginning to end. 



Lake Umbagog. 

Ul 

Ehe ordinary call of the Sapsucker is^best described by CcJjl r>a/* 

^a-jo (ccA- 

Mowr ^oT 1 rrP fVia C!Qr\cni/»1rftvi 

If oy 

^furuL.1%-, 
(J the term snarl* It has a peevish, irritable quality, suggesting that 

the-bira is^in-a fifr^ef ill-temper^ Jto resemblance to the sere an of 

the Blue Jay which some writers have noted is not close^avli^e Sap- 

sucker*s note is lower^and less resonant^ It reminds me more of the 

mew of the Oat-bird but is not closely like that, either# 

* 
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Ceorihlocus T)ilea_tuq_. 

L. Umbagog-, Maine. 
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Ceonhloeus nileatus^. 

L. Umbagog, Maine. 

j . c/6 ^ June, 13 / • 
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>)■ : j l 1 us. 

Ifairso ; Lake ■■'- bagog ), 

1(372. 
Juno 6. 

course of a fee- Hi nut os s i 

’. y ati. out ion eras at tr acto d 

laugh, cont in nod for near 1. 

un 111 I wohri a rod ' • or/ the 

notes boro a close rose: f, 1 
wore 1 oiser and shrill lor. 

1874, 

July 28, 

f> t.-g . -i- ' > , 

1. > •> 

So 

1870. 

M&y 80. 

'Juno 

S' -<.> i o. ; mlo on too edge . ' the above th© house. 

Ho did not eoo:-. particularly shy, siry lo didging behind 

tho trunk of tho troo when ' nado. any sudd on ’ ;ovonont, 

almost ireiod lately oh ami. no his ho ad again} and in tho 

ling back into full view, 

o him fay his loud ringing 

d uinuto without cassation 

d could get breath. Those 

co to those of d>l nt >s but 

Dead shot i I'-mje June 3; 

■ < fcfO log to ■ i o— 
cos. 

Oho shot yost a-day clung nr ter death to tho top of 

a huge stub and has not yot fuller.. 
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"C-. * 1 ;'a;: r-e tmd to i. t by its loud 1 ar: • hing notes 
Which .re - tike those of C h,e .tes but . }o • >/, rather 
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vri. lu a nix feet m . 
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Ceophloeus pi1eatus. 

Maine (Lake Umbagog). 

1876. 

Hearing one calling in '". e narrow bolt of trees bor¬ 

dering the lake near Poasleo* s hook. I landed and wont 

in pursuit. Although I was obliged to approach across 

' ■i t; y run of* it. an open rioldj| X easily got yithiti '< ■■ 
It fell :/omrIod uttering ho usual 1 c- 

descended. It >roved v • le in ■* ?■ 

rn'jo. Di»sec.-.i.on oho >od that it had not laid f">i 

sor r.nd hat i d nr. not likely :o lay or-. -time. 

Ay ly fine nlu 
■ . 

■ad -re'/io';:; obn : n- ri. ors [ 1 ■ lie vo those birds 

•0| ring to br s y t.%. '■/ ij* 
From this 

are not t 

motions •-■'iile climbing the tree trunks are identical 

v/Ath h ej'.e of the 1 Her V'oodpackers. Their flight 
no is r.1 1 ’ferent, s.:h v>ry peculiar; it is 

per r ed on lo •’el re a ? :i ' -lort hfjravy wing— flaps 

and tho o dinary a <■ d t --rartier than that-of a 

Heron, The bird on •.ring r vs Him a Grow, but its 
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An old non , cavity in tho top of a tall olm stub; 

both entrance? and interior were proportionate 'to the 
sijso of tie bird. 

A pair on tho fake shore near the r;t,on • farm; tho 

male ": ■ o] l ab0 it 1 - . - >recisoly ii - 
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Ceophloeus pileatus. 

J! 

S^l 

<l D£C^ *f 

M'— iKT -', 

t j.«« 

^Z, / 2£:^r ^ 

/C>® /u/ ^Cet^. /^-1> *5*«*£-, 7"^ 

#- \/4^J ^fao 

^ i ^ v £/^ 1 ^~* 4j^-/ ^ 

4- -^enfco /y&OiA^, 1 £o~&^C-~^ ^ ^l/^IAA*^ 

^fa- <1J^>t-<-«^ll-^ fa> &ut,^£c f~ 

^BcmZ\ , 

A of 

lu~^x^X. ^ fa'^L V c 

C-ktv. 4 JL^ <-1^^-^ 

^ «_A\ , OiW-^N. ^ 

cT v V°— 
tXj.^ —^^4 o-y 

ib~M\~ 

fa ̂  C%t*xvxaat- 4 ^^LJL*-£*rZ) 

Y 
e~^ rK ’ 'vG un^-^_ 

^s-^A. , <^~ 4~*~J- 

“-v >^. 3 ft ^ f^ty^A cW~_^ 

00w ty-**~K, ^ ^o<y4vv-~ 

^-LxaJ^ P^-a ^ (y^j^AX/^ 
—._^ t 

W'“AX Ov sy: =—r~wiv*u <y~T 



Ceophloeus pileatus. 

h- of 
fa 

y 

<V 

Cu.. 4—<- 
3 0 yt cW^ 

Ov sy: &f-t 

—w^x ^ ^ 



Ceonhloeus nileatus. 
Lake Umbagog, Mo. 

Sept- & Oct. 188.3, 

Jr Xf ZZZ'V ; 
Lako Uuibacroif, Maine. 

Stpr ZZ% 13**6* *> 7-k l ¥*■ 
Wr, ? .4 - ' * 

1884 

/.i 
do, 

i < 
Lake Urabaffogr, Mo. 
i Sept* jfr Oct. 1893. # Sept*_£f Oct. 1893. / 

(j ■ ojl^4 

(a^^sc z 7.*. 

7 ,V8’ Cat%^<A.U^ $ 

4. & : 7 ■ ■ /3 / Hs^*- Xcu t&1, ''X 

/OX, ■%• s, - ./ 
/«5\y /uW XWiT. | 

■?*! 
7, 
4r: Xm b~0{ 

j &XtZ. (/{,• ■ .X\~ / (3ov .4. /Z 
!1 / f ’ u ' * 
|jl (/ ^V-A-Ayn. 

y t*-\/WV Y'^-VUs^. r ' 

7T— /. ^ . . , / 
■ 

&y $ y y 

/• a,w 6C " /(irr ~ ""'■ 

£ «£o >#6 

/ . // , / , 

X/ ■ •i f 1 
kt.l-<rvw**^, X C«^CCl*i( ^Vw. 

nj WVVWWv 2* t..I * ' - / ... 

| 
La * wy WNrw^ VVV r \AAA^W Ot^ f. V\A.>vfc 

0\/X^\ 'CT\(, { Qj t\r^ry 

i» _j oTt. 7‘ . f* J ¥'$**' (-K t( 4./^, 

V; U'4 v -t^C ^-^Av / 
X?L P\Zw\M. > y ■ y ^. 

Aw /C /W /. ' 

**** ^ ^HO £F\ 

WySZj Lc^ VZu a. 
WX. , tfZr' Ovrf,^ 2o J«y-<*. «w*_ 

7 /^AT‘ ‘S'W. ^',■,/■ ■■■ t<^u« *^rx rc. /^,f(v ^ ^4. 

&JUu^b^ z OX- <uny~ K, Xu, AW 

:; llftrTz^ j 
^5^/hSa. .3 /Wtw. / <Wc 

^ -i 

y <M iM 

*'fUAJ*/ a>J< 

7 ■'.:’ i^,.. ^ CL, <&j-oss-y eC\rwX„ 

-* A ^U^sU^tv w W, $77}a Am/' ^ 6 Z aCt, 

f.' ■’ ; , 7^ /'& ' £J£ 
I? ' / \ (/ (^.. ,^jXj ’ ;• 

Lalko TJrabago'j, Maine. 

1395o 
yCXz^N 

Scfuz^ /^3.W 

A t Vw ^ ; 

/z 

//ifa /Z^ 

/*'*%•/#$%■ //iti.* 

-Z 5L -73^ =3a ^ J 

. Lake TJmbagog. 

1898. G^kiSZ^ fc/t±7/£S 

JKc-j ! 2> (7 4 / 6 4 / 7^ 

- is* fe 1 ^4- 5, 

JL_ / i tLZV V « « ^ 7"' 

/^Tty c^Xfts. krtU* 

(oT^ 



£t4fjd\jCu2>l*4 J%ch.eLl**4 

1897. Lake TJmbagog, 

*•? 
/$ it- /6 * 

:u*S&.hug~ 2*^* w*. 3o 4 KwV. 

Ha^a. hiJUuU.dU. 

3 * 6" .*^6 it- 7** 

* //»*£../?• 

/? o3. 

'V" (V<^L /L*/v~^ ^-^KroAj-oA^ Vo) 

C~Orvrx » 

J ^ ^t>CA^ *^C£y ^_>-ft-^v - V Co-^aA^ ^avn-**-A^n>A^ ^ CX_ ) 

'JVv ( 3 0 |^) . V>^\> y t^M ^a/vH l /^lA^ 

/y. J Ci-vO - ^Vr o-«-^-w-« "GT *'*-«/'- 

c& <* 4/U (LJ^ c o-oX-^-j <5-Xw^ ^s/w-^. 

/ 6 , t$ojw^7 ft-^s^, Mjw, CU>^V^V' /^w\, u'~^»^_ C^wv»^ A<-^»^X^j A 



£7"R, » <^> <^>^0 

J-C . - *■'--• 1- 
- .. /)»-«•. , 

7*= i°o^jc. 

mu Lake TTmba^og. 

Gaa..y^i. ?*//; i3‘* wu /4; /r;xo.^ 

£^Ev~6<a Il'xTZr* U-H. 

Aaa^ 

0€G^ 3k 

/W. ^ _ , . , 
T. O. /J^/fwc Cl***i fct. ? 7? , C—w-V**"- 

-«i-i- /4*.y /¥ ^~l^h ^ •'* 2r; 3c4s 

£ k 

? ?. 7> "P. 7> T> 
/W 

. T. -P y £.11 T T.-P 

S jZ-^ /$, ^ /za /vi: /<r ^4* 

cm, 

^l|J^4vi. / £ !£* /t^J-*- - ^*<A. £r<r^ . 

hoi. 

(J &******' vS'i J3*JU^JL 

ii <>i 
. l^Or iw os *^d *<^>sls ^ W^V^T. H --- 

Vo*-^ 7 v l^-Cs «t^r ^ CrvAcI 0Jk**M<, 

5 3^ /t^5a 

H»»h-*~s *• •• '■ /2-i (fe-. A-fZZL . 

lie-7 

vT A/.5jcI&a^/vw* , fLMejk 

7i -Y- A6wl(* ^ 
^ri 



Ceophloeus pileatus. 

Lake' Umbagog, Maine. 

1897. Watrous found a Pileated Woodpecker's nest in an ash stub 

May 26. in the cove between Moll's Hock and Moll's Garry. The £ came 

out when he rapped on the tree and flew to a neighboring stub 

where she called a few times bringing the £ who at once flew 

to and entered the hole where W. left him. 

v/ 

May 27. Although the wind was north west the whole day rain fell 

continuously and heavily from daylight to late into the night. 

Indeed it was one of the heaviest storms of this exceptionally 

wet season. 

May 28. 

I 

i 

| 

, 

i 

Pour of us started for the Outlet at 9 A.M. (though show¬ 

er succeeded shower from 10 A.M. during the remainder of the 

day). On reaching the Outlet,Watrous took us to the nest of 

the Pileated Woodpecker which he found on the 26th. It is in 

the flooded forest of dead trees nearly opposite the mouth of 

the Megalloway and about 40 yards back from the south bank of 

the Androscoggin. The tree is an old and much-decayed brown 

ash about 15 inches through at the base, branchless and almost 

wholly denuded of bark. The entrance hole is on the N.E. side 

of the stub about 20 ft. above the water which, at present, is 

some 5 ft. in depth. The hole is somewhat irregular in shape 

the lower left-hand corner having a large nick. It looks as 

if it may have been excavated last year but of this I am not 
4^ 



Ceouhloeus pileatus. 

Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

1897. sure. It is sufficiently large to admit Watrous's arm which, 

May 28. thrust down to the elbow, did not reach the bottom. 

(7i o-zy 
When we first reached the stub we pounded it hard with¬ 

out starting anything. A minute or two later while we were 

still sitting in the boats at the base of the tree the £ Log- 

cock came flying directly towards it and alighted on a small 

fir stub about 6 ft. from it and perhaps 10 ft. above the wa¬ 

ter. After looking down at us with an expression of calm in¬ 

quiry for a moment he swung across to the nest and alighting 

just below the entrance hole with his legs wide-spread and his 

tail firmly braced against the trunk clung there motionless 

for an instant looking in. Next he made as if to enter thrust¬ 

ing in his head but instantly withdrawing it with a jerk and 

turning it on one side to look down at us suspiciously. He 

kept this up for fully a minute making a dozen or more false 

starts but each time going further and further in until final¬ 

ly he quite disappeared but a few seconds later he thrust out 

his head having evidently turned within the nest almost as 

soon as he reached it. After looking down at us a moment with 

evident uneasiness he came out and flew first to the small fir 

and soon afterwards to a tall stub 100 yards away where he 

cackled several times. Then he started for the distant green 
\ 

woods crossing the intervening region of flooded stubs on a 



/ 

Lake Urabagog, Maine. 

! 1397. 

I 
|May 23. 

(7u>- V- 

level plane flapping heavily and continuously like a Crow. On 

reaching the ridge near Moll's Rock he began drumming making a 

long even roll exactly like a Flicker's or a Downy Woodpeck- 
. ‘Lrv/A-.j 

er's only many times louder. It was so.loud indeed-that al- 

though the bird was now nearly a quarter of a mile off the 

sound reached us with startling sharpness and intensity.rous¬ 

ing the echoes, too, in all directions. I have no doubt that 

it could have been easily heard a mile away and probably even 

further. The bird continued drumming as well as, occasionally, 

cackling (or shouting) in one place for ten or fifteen minutes. 

Then he crossed to Leonard's Pond and drummed and cackled there 
\ 

for an equal length of time. We all thought that he was try¬ 

ing to call his mate to inform her of the danger that threat¬ 

ened the nest, but if so he failed for presently he reappeared 

alone. Cur boats were now partially hidden behind some brush 

thirty ya^ds or more from the nest. The Log-cock either did 

not observe or did not fear us at that distance for he entered 

the nest this time without hesitation or delay. After waiting 

a few minutes to see if he would reappear we rowed otf leaving 

him in the hole. 
I 

The foregoing litoral experience with a nesting Log-cook 

fails to convey any idea of the impression which the fine bird 

made on us all as he clung to the trunk of the old ash some 

twenty feet above our heads, his scarlet crest erect, his eyes 
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Ceophloeus pileatus. 

Lake Umbagog, Ha ine. 

1097. ' flashing, his whole bearing betokening restless energy, super- 

May 28. abundant vigor, and a wild untamable spirit. Wo wonder that 

f 7u>. V1, 
such a creature retreats or disappears before the advance of 

the settlements. The primitive forest is as indispensable to 

his existence as it is to that of the Moose or the Beaver or 

the Wolf. What dangers can it hold for him? He lives above 

the reach of four-footed marauders and it would be a bold Hawk 

or even Eagle that would venture to attack so martial a look¬ 

ing fellow, armed as he is, too, with that long, sharp bill. 

As for the four human creatures sitting in their boats at the 

foot of his stronghold he was, it must be confessed, a shade 

doubtful. Evidently he did not quite like our presence so 

near the nest and thought it well to summon his mate and hold 

a council of war over the situation. Not that he showed any 

signs of fear or even timidity. On the contrary he seemed 

disposed to resent and resist rather than to flee before our 

invasion. 

His drum call was especially impressive. It rang out 

over the whole country and with the same startling emphasis 

that fire bells have when rung in the dead of night in some 
\ 

quiet village. I half expected to hear it answered from a 

dozen different directions and to see a horde of big scarlet- 

crested Woodpeckers come charging down on us. But nothing 



Ceophloe-gs -pjieatus. 

Lake Unbagog, Maine. 

1897. appeared save a big brown Eagle soaring listlessly above the 

May 28. bristling points of the tall, quaint stubs that surrounded us 

( yu. b') 
v '' on every side. It had now begun to rain smartly so we rowed 

across the Lake to Pine Point. 

June 8. Soon after dinner we all went together to the Pileated 

Woodpecker’s nest opposite the mouth of the Megalloway. I be¬ 

gin to fear that it has been deserted for no bird was in the 

hole when we reached it and none came near it during the two 

or three hours that we spent within sight of the stub. I have 

already noted that only the male was seen during our visit on 

May 28, and that he then spent a long time calling for his 

mate. Possibly something has happened to her. 

I 



Ceophloens nileatus. 

Lake limb agog, Maine. 

1397 We had an exceptionally fine outburst of bird songs early 

May 31. this morning and it lasted well into the forenoon. I went 

with 3Lim to the Pileated Woodpecker's nest. No bird appeared 

’when we rapped the trunk but hoping that one or the other of 

the pair might return soon I set up my camera with the tripod 

firmly lashed to an old root and a plate ready for exposure. 

7/e waited nearly two hours without either seeing or hearing 

our Log- cocks. I begin to fear that something has gone wrong 

with them. As I have already noted only the male appeared 

during our last visit but Watrous saw both birds on the 26th 

when the female after being driven from the hole called up 

her mate who entered and took her place. 

i 



Ceonhloeus Pileatus 
t 

A 

Lake Umbagog, Maine. A superb creature. 

1897. A Pileated Woodpecker that we had heard off in the cedar 

Sept.21. (arbor vitae) swamp (at Curtis Meadow) finally flew nearly 

over us and alighted against the trunk of a tall naked stub 

that stood in the marsh about 40 yards away. Here it remained 

for at least five minutes. It first moved slowly up the trunk 

by a succession of short and rather labored leaps or hops. On 

reaching a point near the top it stopped and clinging to the 

trunk looked alternately down at us and off over the forest. 

Its fine crest was erected most of the time; the sunlight 

shining through it from beyond made it fairly flame. Every 

l 

now and then the bird would cackle 'without moving anything but 

its bill uttering a long succession of slowly given oucks. 

Finally it gave the short, tremulous call (quite distinct from 

the cackle although not dissimilar in tone ) three or four 

times looking all the while towards the west as if it expected 

an answer and finally flying off in that direction. I have 

often been much nearer a Pileated Woodpecker than we 'were to 

this bird but never before have I seen one to equally good ad¬ 

vantage or when I have received so distinct and lasting an 

impression. What a superb creature it is with its flaming 

crest and proud bearing! On this occasion - as on many pre¬ 

vious ones - it reminded me of - or rather suggested - an In¬ 

dian. I believe it the wildest bird that inhabits New England 

not the shyest but the greatest lover of the primitive forest. 
ii 



Ceophloeus pileatus. 

Bethel, Maine. Call notes of the Pileated Woodpecker 

1907 
January 21 

The Log Cock heard in the Glen Woods this morning called 

only once, but then very near at hand. It began very like a 

"shouting" Flicker, but its notes from the first were delivered 

less rapidly and smoothly than those of the Flicker and they were 

decidedly louder. They became gradually less and less closely 

connected until towards the close of the outcry (which lasted more 

than double the length of time that the "shouting*of the Flicker 

ever comsumes) they were separated by intervals of two or three 

seconds each. The entire series of calls may be rendered thus :- 

cue-cue-cue-cue-cue-cue-cue-cue-cue-cue-cue-cue-cue-cue-cue-cue- 

cup-cue—cue—cue—cue—cue—cue. cue. cue: cue: cue cue. This 

is the typical prolongued outcry of the Pileated Woodpecker with 

the notes all on the same key and, as I have said, widely discon¬ 

nected at the' end. The bird utters much oftener a shorter series 

of similar notes, still more like those of the Flicker but less 

numerous, given very quickly and smoothly and falling at the end 

in a tremulous diminuendo. This short outcry is common to both 

sexes and is constantly used when two or more birds are roaming 

the woods not far aj)art calling to one another as they move from 

place to place. 

7 a 
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Melanerpes erythrocephalus. 



Melanerpes erytUroc'ephalus. 
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Melanerpes erythrocephalus. 
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Melanerpos erythrocephalus. 

Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

1887. Spent most of the morning hunting Woodcock in the alder 

Sept.12. covers on Upton Hill behind Morse's, leaving my horse at 

Bragg's. On the drive home I saw a young Melanerpes .erythm- 

cenhalus. It flew across the road just below Whitney's and 

alighted on a larch in a pasture. I followed it but it start¬ 

ed before I could get within range and took, a long flight to¬ 

wards the woods where I lost sight of it. 



Melanernes erythrooenhalus. 

Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

18S6. At 7 A.M. as we were sitting on the piazza a Red-headed 

May 1C. Woodpecker in fully adult plumage came flying over the meadow 

from the direction of the Lake and alighted on a fence post 

nearly on front of the house. He then flew from post to post 

and finally entered a young apple orchard where he was at once 

attacked with great fierceness by a Robin who quickly drove 

him off into the woods. 

I 



1889, 
September S. 

Ceophloeus pileatus. 
Lake Umbagog. 

Lakeside. 

Heard a Plicated Woodpecker and this morning saw another 

crossing the lake, flying high and perfectly straight like a Crow. 

1897, Lake Umbagog. 

June 3. 
Outlet and Leonard's Pond. 

Soon after dinner we all went together to the Pileated ♦ 

Woodpecker's nest opposite the mouth of the Megalloway. I begin 

to fear that it has been deserted, for no bird was in the hole 

when we reached it and none came near it during the two or three 

hours that we spent within sight of the stub. I have already not¬ 

ed that only the male was seen during our visit on May 28, and 

that he then spent a long time calling for his mate. Possibly 

something has happened to her. 



Colaptes auratus luteus. 



L. IJmbagog, Maine. 

Colaptes auratus luteug. 
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Colru>too aurfttus , 

dim (Lake Cmbagog} , 

1374. 
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L.Umbagog 

1890. 

Coloptus auratus 

Sept.20-2 

Sept ,3b, 

’ During our drive from Bethel to Lake Umbagog on the 30th, 

we saw one or two Flickers. Mr, Pierce tells me that previous to 

this date he had seen absolutely none about the Lake although out 

nearly every day with a gun for four weeks. On the 21st they 

appeared in large numbers and have continued abundant to this date 

(34). We see them oiily in the clearings where they spend practi-. 

eally their entire time on the ground, usually in low meadow or 

intervale land where the grass is short and the ground very wot, 

but occasionally in hillside pastures among stumps & bushes. They 

are invariably in flocks of from 5 or 6 to 13 or 15, We see none 

in the woods. They are evidently migrants, and usually are rather 

tame, 

, y 
Most of the Flickers gone to-day. 

Sept,36, Apparently a second flight 



Colaptes auratus luteus. 

Lake Umbajjog, Maine, 

894 
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1895, 
October I 

Colaptes auratus luteus. 
Lake Urabagog. 

crafton and Newry 

Flickers were very numerous in Grafton and Newry. I 

must have seen 30 or 4-0 in all and counted 12 in one flock. They 

were chiefly in spruce pastures and acted very wild and restless, 

rising at some distance ahead and taking long flights. 



Colaptes anratus 

Lake Utobagog, Maine. 

1894. Flickers very numerous along the road from Errol to Dix- 

Sept. 19. ville Notch. They seemed to be migrants just in fronj. the 

north. I counted twelve in one flock. They -were all in 

fields and openings along the road. As they rose and flew off 

towards, the woods their white rumps were singularly conspicu¬ 

ous against the dark spruces. Often the white alone could be 

seen rising and falling in gentle undulations* 

Lake Umbagog, Maine. Roosting in a hole. 

1897. Soon after we had settled down behind the log (at Whale 1 

Sept.7. Back Creek) a Flicker flew to a stub on the opposite side of 

the creek and entered a hole which looked black and worn like 

and old nesting hole. It had evidently gone there to spend 

the night for it did not come out again. I did not know be¬ 

fore that Flickers roosted in holes at this season. 

Lake Umbagog. 

1898. (on the way up Cambridge Eiver) Two Flickers were "shout 

; Sept.11. ing" almost as freely and frequently as if it were May in¬ 

stead of September and both were in the depths of the woods 

far up from the settlements. These were actually the only 

Woodpeckers noted. 

jSept.26. At Upton Melvin saw a remarkable number of Flickers (400 
i s 

or 500 he says) scattered everywhere in the fields and woods. 
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Colaptes auratus luteus, 
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