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5,40 FN DEPOSITION

Deponent : YﬂMﬁZAK/, [W"

Having Tirst duly sworn an octh as on atvachced shocy

and in accordance with the procedure followed in Iy country

T hercby depose as Tfollows.
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NIPPON KOKAN KABUSHIKI KAISHA

MARUNOUCHI, TOKYO

CABLE ADDRESS:
"COCANCO TOKYO"
PHONE:
MARUNOUCHI (23)
as7

iy,

INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

I'nk UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, et al) AFF IDAVIT

- AGAINST -~ of

)
)
A )
)

ARZKI, Sadao, et al YAMAZAKI, Iweao

I,'YAMAZAKI, Iwao make oath and say as follows:
1, I, YAMAZAKI, Iwao held various offices in the Ministry
0

" of Home Affairs from 191y to 1839. From January, 1939 to July,

w0
1938. 1 served as Chief of the rolice Affairs Bureau in the

¢~ TT:
Home Ministry. ¥rom December, 183¥ to uctober, 194¢, 1 served
g/

as Chief of Metropolitan rolice. From uctober, 194% to August,
1¥45 1 held various positions such as Vice Minister o1t Home
Affairs and in the Civil Administraetion of Occupied Territories.
in August, 1945, I was appointed Minister of Home Affairs, but
resigned as Home Minister in Uctober the same yesar.

P As Chief of the Police Affairs Bureau in the tome Ministry,
it was my responsibility tﬂyreserve law and order throughout
vapan and it was .part of any duties to try and prevent antici-
pated incidents from arising and in the event that they did
occour to take necessary steps to subdue them. 1in order to

accomplish this effectevely, it was necessary that 1 keep myself
well informeq of various movements among the civilian populations
and to eersein the opinions and purposes of various group I
constantly rvecleved reports from my subordinates in connection
with these matters. While I was serving as Chief of the Police

Affairs Bureau 1n the Home Ministry, the so-called July 5th

| 728

.
- .
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CABLE ADDRESS:
"COCANCO TOKYO"
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MARUNOUCH! (23)
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- o .

O
incident occurred in July, 19%8. From reports 1 recieved I
as=certained that the July oth incident was piotted by more
than 30 members of a rightist reformist group, led by MAYEDA,

Torao and KAGEYAMA, Masaharu in attempts to assassinate those

whom they regarded as pro-American and pro-British advocates

of the status gquo or liberalists. This group belleved these

provorsed victims were obstructing it projected national reform.
0
The plot was timed for opefore daybreak, ouly 5, létﬁ, but due

to advance information we had recieved, the assassinations were

prevented and all of the plotters were rounded up just when they

were leaving their base of operation, fully armed with hand-

grenades, revolvers, vapanese swords, and various other weapons.

At this time Marquis KIDO was the Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal.

The Metolopoulitan Police interogated these would be assassind

and found out that the target of their attempted assassinations

, included the following:

(1) Prime Minister YONAI, as representative of tne Government.

(2) Mr. YUASA, Kurahei former Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal;
Admiral OKADA, ex—fr;mier; Baron HARADA, Kumao; Count MAKINO,
former Lord Keeper of the rrivy Seal; Marquis KIDO, Lord

reeper of the Privy Seal and Mr. MATSUDAIRA, Tsuneo,Minister

of the imperial Household, as representatives of tne Senior

-Statesmen.

\3) Mr, IKEDA, Seihin and two others as representatives of

private industries. i
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SN

' \4) Mr. MACHIDA, leader of the minseito Party and four others

as representatives of the polltical parties.

———

Complete reports of tne interogations of the plotters were

submitted to me which verified the -above. The would be assassins

3 were duly tried, copvicted and sentenced to prison terms.ﬂiﬁxéwl
.? Police protection for the ﬁ%:::mentioned propoksed victions was 5
provided for a period of time. |

3, while I was serving as Cnief of Metropoliten iolice, 1 was

in charge of an investigation regarding a shooting affalr which

occurred égainat paron HIRANUMA in August, 1941. 1t was perpe-

= S

trated oy a certain nN.SuixAMA, Tadashi , a provincial member of
the Makoto Musubi, one of the pro-German reformist groups, ﬁhich
advocated the urgent necessity for Japan to go to war promptly
with America and Britain and to effect a southern advance as a . l
sequel to the opening of hostilities between Germany and the
Soviet Union in June, the same year. The would be assassins |
marked Barop HIRANUMA out as Senior Statesman opposed to war
with America and Britein. He called on the Baron at his resi-
dence and fired upon the latter, who, however, fortunately,
[ escaped with a slight injury. NISHIYAMA was eapprehended, tried,
| convicted and sentenced to penal se}vitude. Inasmuch as Prime
Minister KONOYE was generally regarded as endeavoring hard to
avoid war with America, an ominous atmosphere prevailed in the

pro-German reformist groups in this country. Reports I recieved

. -i"_f"f':"nn:{".ﬁ_-_f AP

in my official capacity completely substantiated this.,
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Merquis KIDO, then Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal as well as
Prince KONOYE, Prime Minister was in danger of falling a victim
to the rightist reformist groups' terroristic action as pro-
Americmen and pro-British Senior Statesmen close to the Thronse.
Accordingly, as precautionary measure, the police authoritiesq,
protected the Marquis from personal danger for a prolonged ,time

from the time of the shooting affair against Baron HIRANUMA to:@ﬁﬁ

the opening of hostilities between Japan and America, by'debaila

e A 1énm/v4$fvam14/#uvyum%u%fﬁzua@uﬁqéhzﬁqﬁéyw ;
ing-—an addltiened police escort for himA Additional peldice
of /742 6 sbei¥ 20

police protection was also given Prime Minister KONOYE, Admiral

OKADA, Count MAKINO and Mr. IKEDA.
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On this d day of %&ﬂ“lgé?

DEPOMNENT MZA&Z, / LA ( seal)
I, @Whereby cortify thut the above

the Deponet, wno &- fixed his signature

statcument was SWOTIN by

and seal thereto in the prcsence of this witnessS.

On the sane date

ﬂt,444k1¢54&££kgt
1.-'it£10$:~:‘.: (signed) M«—‘Séﬂﬁm&' (seal)

O ATH.. 2

conscience 1 swedr to tell the

\ Tn accordence with my

ési ;.whq‘e +puth withholding nothing and «dding nothing.

Wﬂg &&[ Zum/[ seal )
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Transietion Certifiane

T ﬁ , ;Mt of the Defense, hercby certify
that the a tnched translaction of %XE %M

Mﬂé‘y _&QL{L__ 8, 6O B ost of" m7 knowledg:

and belief, a correct translutlon and is as near as nossiktle to

the meanlng of the original document.

{jfd/“i':z R

Tokyo, Jawvan

Date ;ﬁw"""" Z \5/ /‘fﬁ?
7,
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DEF. DCC, No.2262 - Exhe, Nfi :

INTERNATIONAL MILITLARY TRIBUNALL FOR THE FAR EAST
UNITED STATES AMERICA ot al,

I R.FI Sadac ot nl
SWORN DEPOSITION

Doponont:s Y:MAZAKI, Iwao

Hoving firsi “uly swrrn an sath ns on nttached shont

and  in nccerdence with the prorecoduro fcllswod in my cruntry

I heroﬁy deprso as fcllovs,

3% I, YAMAZAFI, Iwao held varirus offices in tho Ministry

of Homoe Affairs froem 1919 to 1939, From January, 19539 to
July, 1939. I sorv:d as Chiof of the Poalico affairs Buroau

in tho Hrmo Ministry. Fronm Docembor, 1939 to October, 1940,

I sorvodeas Chisf cf Motrepclitan Policoe. From Octoﬁor, 1940
~te lLugust, 1945 I held vari-us prsitions such as Vieo Ministor
nf Home Affairs and in the Civil A’ministrati-n of Occupiond
Torritoricse. In Lugust, 1°4C., I wng apprintod Ministor of
Home /Lffairs, but resigncd as Hrme Minister in Octobor the
S§amo yoer.,

2 f.s Chizf cf tho Pelice Affairs Buroau in the Home

Ministry, it was my resp-rsibility to prescrve law and ordor

w - - - . abgn e .8 = L T = - —— - - .
- Ay e o PR s S A I B RO - 6 Tt 4 el s i I et e i A AT e S S AT T . TR R i i e gl
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throughout Japan and it was part rf any dutios to try and

nrovont anticlpatod inoidents “rem arising and in tho ovent

L}

that they did occeour tn take nocossary staps tn subdue thom.,

71. crdor to accomplish this ef’o;tovcly, it was nocossary thnt
I koopmmysolf woll infeormed of vari~cus mcvemnnts among tho
civilian prpulatierns and to nscertain the rninieons and pur-
prscs of varicus grerup I constantly recisved reprrted frem my
sub~rdinntes in connecocticn with these mattors. Whilo I wns

sarving as Chi~f <f the Prclice 4iffairs Burasnu in thn Hrmo

Ministry, the sc=-call:d July bth incidcﬁ% rocurr ‘¢ in July,
1940. Frem rep-rts I recelivod 1 ns-cﬁrtwincd thnt tho July 5th
incident was plottod by mora than 30 momb‘rﬁ of a rightist
roformist greoup, 1ﬁd_by N.YED., Tora» and FKAGEY.ML, Masahzcru in
attompts tr nsstssinate throse whime thoy rognrded as prr-

imorican nnd pr--Pritish adv-~crtos of ths status quoc -r

liboralists. Thias ~rrup bali-ved those proporsod victims

wara ~bstriuecting it orrjected natirnmal refrrm. Tha plnt was
timed f-r b-frr> daybronk, Jduly ¢, 1940, but duns tr ad-ranoce
infermati-r wo hnd r oiév.ud, tho assassinatinons woro prevented
and nll ~f tho pirttors warr reundnad up just when they were
leaving their bnsa «f cnorrtionm, fully armed with hand -
gronndes, rovclvers, Japarose swrrds, ant varicus cthor

wenpcens., A&t this time Marquis Y1DO was the Leord Keownsr rf tho

-h- - h. PR . e
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D%F. DOC. #2262
membor of tho Makoto Musubi, one rf tho pro=Gorman refrrmist
groups, which advreated tho urgent nocessity foer Japﬁn te go

t~ war premontly with dmorica and Britain and +o cffeot as

.8ruthern advanco as a sequal tr tho cporing of hrstilitios

tetwoon Gormany and the Scviot Unicn in Juno, tho samc year.
Thq"w:uld bo assassins markod Baron HIR NUM/ ocut as Sonirnr
Statosmaﬁ cpprecd to war with Amorica and Britecin. He callod
n tho Baren at his rosid-neo and fired unon the letter, who,
hrwevar, fortunately, esonped with a slight injury. NISEIY.MA
was nfpprohondad, triad, oryyictod and gonrntoncod o ponal .
servitudo, Inasmucnhhis Frimo Ministsr KCNOYE was goncrally
rogardaed as endeaverirg hard to nv~id wor with amoricn, an
rmincus atm~sphere provailed in ﬁho pro=-Gorman rofrrmist gr-ups
in this country. Roports I recioved in my -~fficlial capncity
ormplotily substantinted this. Marquis ¥IDO, than Lord Ko¥nar
of the Privy Scal as well as Prince KONOYE, Primo Ministaor was
in dergar r” fplling a victim tr tholrightist rof~rmist groups'
torrrristio actirn as pro-American and pfr-British Senior
Stntommen cl~sc te the Thr-~ns, ;ccordingly, a8 procauticnary
mecasuro, tho prlieco 2utbh-ri%. s nratoctad the Marquis frem
pers~nal dangor f-r 2 pnr-lruzsd norisd rf timeo £fhm the time

~f* the shﬁrting'affair agninst Baron HIRANUMA to uftef the

cpcniﬁg “f h-stilitie b2twcon Japan and America, by inecrecsiag

MMM
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DEF. DOC, 3#22€2
tho pclico osc-rt for him ffom 10 tr 50, and it was grr-duanlly
docroascd aftor the boginiing.of Ad&2itvndbput 20. Ldditional
p~lico prntaction was alsn givon Prime Minister FCNOYR,
Ladmiral OKLDL, Ccunt MLFINO and Mre J¥ED.,
On this 6 day of Fobe., 194V
Lt T.M.T.F.HB
DEPONENT YALMAZAKI, Iwac (senl)

T, HOZUMI; Shigotakna, horcby cirtify that thoe abnrvae
stntoment was sworn by the Dopcnat, whe nffixcd his signaturo
~nd snal thorstc in the prosonco of this witnoss.

" On the samo date
At samc placo
Witnosss (signod) FOZUMI, Shigotaka (senl)
()..TH
In acecrrdance with my crnscisnce 1 swoear t~ tell the
whose truth withhrclding ncthing and ad?ing nothinge.
/sﬁ-zﬁﬁiggpl, Iwac (aeal)
b - -
3NN, R T e Qe T LR S e S R B e B B e A C ST S N T 2T |
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