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i 'ﬁoséph C. Grew, tbmg first duly sworn, make oath and .say that
on September 1, 1937, Mr. Koki Hirota, Prime Minister of Japan, said that he
had explained Javan's prepise aims to the Chinese Ambassador énd_ Mr. Hirota
sgid to me, "if Chiang Kai-shek will accept these conditi'c:-nls' I can stop. the
war immediately." These conditicns, hc said are three in number: (1) Goeod
relations with Manchuria. I said doss that mean. China's r‘aéognition of
M"-t}fanchukub." Nr. Hirota ireplied that Jjuridical recognition might be very
difficult for Chin.a and that it was not ﬁc:ca—.ssary. What Japan desired was
good factual relations and the avoidance of the constant friction and trouble
vhich China was creating. I said, "Then do you mean de facto recognition?"
The Minister smiled and said he thought thast was about it. He wanted China
to recognize "lManchukuo's" existence. (2) The withdrawal of Chinese trooy:
from North China, If the Chinese troops should withdraw from that area Mr.
Hirota said that most of the Japanese troops would likewise withdraw. They
simply wanted to ensure a zone of peace and quiet on the frontier of
"Nanchukuo," I said, "Docs that mean Japanese control of North China?" The

Minister said, "No, it docs not," ard he added that Japan visualized no

political control but merely a state of peace and quiet. (3) The development

of good relations betwcen China and Japan, I asked him if by this he mcant
a cessatlon of anti-Japanese activitics and propaganda. He replied that this
was precisely what Japan wanted. '"Chiang Kai-shek is weak" he said, "and

he 1s in a very difficult position. If China possessed a single strong
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statesman today our troubles could be quickly solved, If Chiang Kai-shek will

accept my conditions I can stop the war immediately."

Signed Jos'"' h C. Grew '-

Joseph Uy Grew

“ashinston, D. C.
" October 15, 1947

 SWORN TC /D SUESCRIBID BEFCRE ME, A NOTARY PUELIC FUR TIE *NISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,

THIS 17th. DAY OF OCTOBER, 1947.

- miertha H. Wilhelm:

(sEAL)

My Commission Expiréé_ Sept. 1, 1951
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Def. Doc. No. 1903

"Scerct documents and similar documents as mentioncd
in the Army Regulations for handling secret documcnts should
be burncd immedintelg. This telegram by order should be
burned upon receipt.

This order was issued on August 14, 1945, as a noti=-
fication from the adjutant-general of the War Ministry. The
original of this order was burned, and as all units burncd
theirs in compliance with the order,

Therc cxists no original now,

The main points of this order have already been reportcd
to SCLAZ.

A copy of this report was submltted to the Allled
Forces and none 1s in our possession now,.

This order was despatched to all schools, government
offices, and army forces larger than independent units
naving custody of secret documents. At the War sinistry on
the afternoon of August 14, the reciplents of the order
werc asscmbled and I had my subordinate adjutant verbally
instruct them as to the order and commence the burning that

evening.
The burning was carried out by the respective burcaus

and scctlons,

The roason for this was that the chlef's of the burcaus
and scctions were held responsible for the handling and
custody of the secrct documents kept in each respectivs
bursaun and saoction.

The burning took place in the inner yard of tho crcsent
Court of the International Military Tribunal of thec Far East
and several other placas.

Owing to the extraordinary cxcitement and confusion due
to the surrender, the above order to burn only sccret docu-
ments was not strictly obeyed, and as cach burcaiuy and scc-
tion burnzd them instinctively in the shortest possible time
as was custorary of in ordinary times, not only secrct docu-
nents but also ordinary books wcre burncd without being
chaecked with the record.

On the night of the 1l4th, the flames rose so hlgh into
the sky that the local firc-brigade stations mistook them
for an ordinary firc. Tho ourning lasted until the 18th.
Only toward the cvening of the 17th, each bureau and section
found out that cven ordinary books were burned.

The Great Diary, the Proclamation of Ccuincillors,
verious laws promulgetsd since the establishment of the army,
documents rclating to the war of (1877)(10th year of Meji),
Diary of the¢ Sino=-Janancse War, Diary of the Russo-Japanesc
War, Docusmcnts relating to the 3lberian Expedition, Documents
in conncction with the prisoncrs of war in thc Russo-Japancsc
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