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VATICNAL DEFTINSE

In 1933 the enlisted strength of the United States Army was 115,000
nen, As a result of reductions in ~overnmental cxpenditurcs the ar Depart-
ment apnropriaticn act of Ynrch 4, 1933 vrovided only %270,000,000 for the
militery sctivaitics of the /rmy -- 2 sharp reduction from the amount made

available for similar purvoscs during thc orevious ycer. General Douglas

MocArthur, Chicf of Stuff, stotced in his amnuzl report of 1933 that successive

reductions in anpropriations h2d seriously injurcd thc equipment and training

of the iArmy. He said that th. strength of the army in personncl and cquipment

~nd its rcadiness for umployment were "bilow the danger linc!,

In 1934 Gensral VachArthur recommended 2 program of cxpansion for the

Army; the =2ccomplishment of this orogram, he said, would still lcave us far
behind 211 other major nowers but would st lezst offer the United Statces Ya
justified assurzsnce in fieedom from attack or, at the worst, from cxtreine
consequcnces in the event of attack".

The "2r Nepartment sopropriation 2¢ct of ‘pril 1935 suthorized an
increzse of the frmy to 165,000 enlisted men. In his rcport of 1935 Gencral
Macirthur said that meosurcs had been undertskon to procurc additicnal alir-
nlancs, motorized vchicles, tainks, 2and artillcry, in most of which thc “rmy's
sunplics hﬂﬁ become obsolcte or inndcruatc,

Ey 1933 thce United Stotes Nezvy, in up-te-date ships, had fallen far
below the tonnsge ~llowed by trc:%y. In th=t ycar Prcsident Roosevelt
nllocsted funds from the Mation2l Industrial Fecovery ict for the purposc cf
constructing and cquippin; 32 navel vesscls., The Scerctary of thoe Navy rc-
perted in 1933 that no such building progrzm had been undertaken by this
ccuntry sincc 1916; thot of thc signatorics to the naval treotics we alone
had not undcrtuken sn ordcrly building program designed te bring the Navy up
to tresty strength. He recommended on orderly annusl naval building and ro-
nlaccment program which would "shortly give this country = trezty navy". He

stzted that the United Statcs continucd to strive for 2 reduction of armament

by ngrcement but th2t the time had comc whin we could no longer afford to
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lead in disarmzment br cxample. Other powcrs had not followed such 2 policy,
he soid, vith the result thet the United Steotes found its rclative naval
strcngth sericusly imtnirad. He snid th-t cur weaskened position jeopardizcd
the crusc of ncrce, "bee-usc brlanced armoment fortifics diplomney 2nd is an
imortsnt clemant in vrescrvang nesce and justicec, vhorcas unduc wenkncss
invites ~ggroessive, wrr-brecding violstion of cne's rights",

Muring 1934 the Vinscen MNoval Eill wns cnacted, authorizing the con-

struction of ships up to the limits of the ‘ashingﬁon and London Mhaval

Trcaties,
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