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INTERROGATION OF
EASAGI, Ryemei

Date and Time: 16 May 1946, 0930~1130 heurs
17 May 1946, 1330-1530 heurs

Place : War Ministry Building, Telyoe,
Japan, Reem 379

KASAGI, Ryemei
Mr, H, C, Norten, Interregater
Mr, Geerge Nakamura, Interpreter

Present

Oath of Interpreter administered
by Mr, Norten:

Mr, Norten ¢ De yeu selemnly swear, by Almighty
r' Ged, that yeu will truly and accurately

interpret and translate frem English
inte Japanese and frem Japanese inte
English, as may be required of yeu,
in this preceeding?

Mr, Nakamura I de.

Questions by ! Mr, Nerten.

Q When and where were yeu bern?

A 1892 - Techizi-Ken Prefecture, Ashie,

Q ’hnro did yeu ge te scheel and when did yeu graduate?

A Imperial University, and I graduated in 1919,

Q What did yeu de after leaving the University?

A I became laber centreller fer the Manchurian Iren hrh. their

office being in the Maranuchi Building in Tekye. I werked in
this capacity frem 1919 te 1929,

Whe were yeour superiors?
Dr, OKAWA, new in Sugame Prisen, was ene,

Will yeu please tell me what yeu knew abeut Dr, OKAWA?

> O » O

Dr., OKAWA made many speeches during the peried 1915-1929, |
organized theilye Chi Shia in 1922 and was the leader of this
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KASAGI, Ryomei Cent'd.

erganization of which I was & member, The erganization was still
going when I left in 1929, I have heard him on many occasions
threugh his speeches and through persenal conversation speek for
Japan as being & leader in East Asia affairs. He was a firm

believer in the cenguest of East Asia, In ene of his talks he
.. ptated that Japan should help India get its independence,

Whe were some of the other members of this organization?

KANOKOGI, Kazunebu, a preofessor, now in Sugame Prisen, was one
of the higher members of this organization and a clese friend
of OKAWA at first but toward the end they were net se friendly.
He would be in a pesition te tell yeu mere of OKAWA than I since
OKAVWA was my superier in business,

When did you leave the Manchurian Iren Werks Cempany?

About May 25, 1929, I desired a premotion and because of the fact
that I would be in competition with OEAWA I went to Darien, which
was the headquarters of the Manchurian Iren Works and became
chief laber arbitrator for the Seuthern Manchurian Railway
Investment Company.

How long were you there?

About the 18th of Octeber 1931, I quit and went to Mukden as
communications man with the Self Government Guidenance Beard.
I was told that I would be peid for my work there but the
Board broke up before I received any money. However, there
vere others who did receive money.

Where did you go then?

About the 27th of February 1932, I went te Changchun and jeined the

Shi Sai Kiyeku Organization. It was disselved in June 1932, there-

fore, 1 only received ene month's pay, ameunting te 700 yen, 1
returned to Darien in June 1932 but did nething but read books and
be with my friends until April 1933, I left there in April 1933

and arrived in Tekye in May 1933, 1 started up my ewn publishing
company in the Tetaku, near the Dai Iti Hetel. The magazine that
I published was called "Dajasia", I alse published a few beoks for
some writers. This werk I continued until May of 1945, Now I am
doing nothing., My present address is Chiba Prefecture, Nari-Ta

Machi, c/e KATO, Urasabure, however, I can be reached by telephone
at the fellewing number - Ginza 57-2417,.

Whe organized the Yu He Kail
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KASAGI, Ryemei Cont'd,

1 organized the Yu Ho Kai in May 1930. At the beginning of the
organization there were abeut thirty members and at the time
of the Febpuary 18, 1931 Incident there were forty members,

Sert 57
What was the purpese of the organization?

1t was merely an organization of friends and old cellege
graduates compesed of all Japanese, NAKANO, one of my best
friends at the time was in the organization with me,

De you know anything abeut the Manchu and Seinen Renmei « 1if you
de tell me all about it?

1t was organized sometime before 1 arrived in Darien by a newspaper
company called the "Darien News", it was supported by the Seuthern
Manchurian Railway Investment Company. The purpose of it was te

build up the merale of the yeuth, There were about twenty thousand
members at the time of the Incident and mest of them were Japanese,

Were there any lawyers in either of the organizations?

NAKANO was the only lawyer in the Yu He Kai Organization but I think
there were many lawyers in the Manchu and Seinen Renmei. NAEKANO
vas & member of this ergenization teo but I was net,

Whe headed the Manchu and Seinen Renmei Organization?

EAHAI, Shoji headed up ﬁng{anisation through authorizatien by
the Southern Manchuria:fq nvegtment Company. This pesitien he held until

the September 18, 1931 Incident, I think his address now is Tokye,
Nakano XKu Sagine Miya Machi.

What happened to him on the 18th of September 19311

He became a member of the Self Government Guidenance Beard right
after the Incident.

What happened te NAKANO?

NAKANO was celled by the army te Mukden to be an adviser on the Self
Government Guidenance Board right after the September 18, 1931
Incident. NAKANO then called me to Mukden and I jeined the Beard
about the 18th of Octeber,

Were there any other members of the Self Government Guidenance
Board that yeu knew?

Yes, NAKANASHI, Binken, now in Tokye, was a high member of the Board:;
before the Incident he was a high official of the Southern Manchurian

Railway Investment Company and was called by the militery gevernment
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KASAGJ, Ryomei Cont'd.

to become a member of the Board, KOYAMA, Teichi was another
high menmber of the Beard and was celled te join the Beard by
the military government. I do net knew where he is at present.

Whose idea was it to telk to the members of the Yu Hoe Kai about
having them join the Self Government Guidenance Board?

It was my own idea.

What were your exact duties with the Self Government Guidenance Board?

My exact duties were to supervise eight di-trigr oi ﬁioh there
were two Japanese in each district te act as te the

Self Government Guidenance Beard in each of the districts. There
were five or six other areas similar to my own and I teok orders
from Yu Chung Hen.

Did you deo this work fer nothing?

Yes, but my transpertation was free and I ate with friends.

How did you happén to leave Manchurial

My ideas didn't ceincide with the Kwantung Army, since 1 felt
they were man-handling my men, 1 therefore, had to leave
Manchuria under pressure,

Why did you start te go into the publishing business?

1 felt that since I hed a great deal of experience in foreign
countries and with labor that I could publish things aleng these
1ines that would be satisfactory te the working class of people.
What do you know about the Mukden Plot?

A1l I know is there weretseveral rumers that the Kwantung Army
orgenized it, however, I have no exact knowledge of this fact,

Did Dr. OEAWA ever speak te the organization that yeu belenged te
in Manchurial

1 never saw Dr. OKAWA in Manchuria although I know he was there,
Do you kmow anything abeut ITAGAKI?
1 met him a few times but do net know him personally.

Do you know anything abeut DOIHARA?

No,




KASAGI, Ryomei Cont'd,

Q What kind of preopaganda and text boeks were handed out while
you were a member of the Shi Sai Kiyeku?

A Propaganda and text beoks were aleng the lines te teach the
people the Jepanese way of government, agriculture, industry,
and armaments,

Was the Shi Sai Kiyeku tied up with the Manchurian Government?

A Yes, since Changchung was made the capitel of Manchuria it
worked hand in hand with the Home Ministiry.

Q Do yeu think that the Self Government Guidenance Boeard was
orgenized spontaneeusly?

A No, I believe there was some organization in the background
but I knew nothing of 1it,

Q Do you remember seeing any pamphlets put out on September 19, 1931
explaining the Mukden Incident of September 18, 19311

A No, but when I arrived at Mukden the first part of October 1 saw
many posters that alibied the Kwantung Army.

Q When do you think the Self Government Guidenance Board was
orgenized?

A 1 joined the Board about October 18, 1931, and I think that it

was organized not later than a week after the Incident which was
September 18, 1931.
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Certificate of Interpreter Y

I, George NAKAMURA b A ND 36923114

(name ) Rank (Serial Number
being sworn on oath, statethat I truly translated the questions
wnd answers given from rtnglish to Jepanese and fro:. Japanese to
inglish respectively, and that the above transceription of such
questions and answers, consisting of _8  pages, is true and
accurate to the best of my knowledge ond belief.

(iame aend Ranks - Vi

Dul - Detuiled Investizating Ufficer,
Intern.tional Frosecution Section, GH{, SCaF.

Certificate of Stenogrepher

- --_,

I, H, C. Norten hereby certify thet I acted
as stenogrupher ot the interrog<tion set out above, and thet 1
transeribed the foregoirg questions and answers, and that the
transcription is true and eccurcte to the best of ay knowledge
and belief, ~

Certificate of Interroiator.
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I, (= __ H. C, Norten

and

certify that on thelsth BnN:

appeared before me (
and ¢ccording to George
guve the foregoing answers to th
therein.

,Interpreter,

several questions set forth

I'lcace
20 Egz 1946
Date

".."-..- —- ‘-.! '---"#Ll'a:fﬂrm n}




