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HEADQUARTERS -
U.S. STRATECIC BOMBIN(C SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
C/0 POSTMASTER, SAN FRANCISCO
INTERROGATION NO. (USSRES NO. 53) Place: Tokyo
NAV NO, 10 Date: 19 Oct, 19453 -0930-1215

Division of Origin: Naval Analysis Division.

Subj:ct: SO0LCMON ISLAFD OPERATION and Battle of CORAL SEA.

L

Persoinel interrogated and backerovnd of each:

Captain YAMAOKA, M,, IJN, on operation staff 5th Air Flotilla at Rattle of
COFAL SEA, 7 = 8 May 1942. Later served on staff of 2nd Air Flotilla and
instruetos: at IJN Staff College. Currently on duty at IJNavy Department -
26 years Naval Service.

Where interviewed: MEIJI Building, Room 749.

Interrogstor: Captain C., Shands, U. S. Navy,

Interpreter: Lieutenant R, P, Browny and Lieutenant UGIL, H.y JIN.

SUMMARY

(a) Two task units in CORAL SEA, 7=8 Mav, SHOHO (sunk) Unit consisted
of transports to occupy PORT MORESBY. SHOKAKU (camaged) and LUIKAKU, were
to sunport operations, intercept American shins and to attack TONSVILIE,
AUSTRALIA, where U.S, planes and Army were being disembarked. Interception
by U.S. Carrier Task Force thwarted planswhich were later abandoned. Re-
sultant damage to Jap CV's weakened air strength at I'IDVAY, contributing to
aminllation of Jap Carrier Force and failure to capture MIDWAY, 4=6 June
1942-

(b) Tribute to Marines at WAKE, December 19/2.
(c) Admiral YAMAMOTO shot dovm and killed in airplane enrovte RUIN,

(d) Japanese started night carrier operation about 1932.




TRANSCRIPT

9. That was your assiemment at the Battle of the CORAL SEA, 7-8 lay 19427

A, I was Executive Officer ~? the HIRYU but left in February 19,2, At the
time of the CORAL SEA Dutiie, 1 was gtaff Officer of the 5th Air Flotilla,

Q, ‘lere you in ths SOLOMON area during the ngttle of CORAL SEA, 7«8 May 1942.
A, Yes, I wes on the ZUIKLKD, which was the flag ship.
Q, What was the mission of the .HOHO?

A. The misgion ¢f the quitiil; was first to defend the transport ships in it's
Tagk Torea going to Flul MORESBY, and secondly to scout for submarines,

Q, At what distailce were tie anti-submarine patrols meintained?
A, Arout 15 miles.,

0, That type ol planes were nsed for anti-submarine patrol?

A. Zero Fighter - type 97, Tornedo planes were used for scouting at the same
time.

Q. About how many planes cid the SHOHO carry?

A, 12 Zero FTishters and ahout 9 to 12 torpedo planes. The SFOHO isn't a
mein aireraft carrier,

Q. Tere any land based planes employed in this action?

A, Yes, RABAUL hased planes. It was the 25th LAND BASE AIR FLOTILLA 50 to
60 fighters, Zero type, 30 to 40 bomber planes. They attacked cruisers.

Q. Were any planes stationed at MUNDA?
A. No, not until later.
Q. Ylere eny nlanes operated from TULAGI?

A, Yes, TULAGL was preparec as a seaplane base for operation against PORT
MORTSEY, DEROINE and TULAGL are the seaplane bases which were used a=
rainst PORT !'ORESEY.

Q. That was the mission of the SHOKAKU and ZUIKAKU and their tagk force?

A, The micsions of those two qireraft carriers was; first to defend the
DPORT I"ORESBY attacking group, The second mission was to attack the Amer-
scan Fleet which was expected to appear on the scene; and the third, to
meke an air raid on TONSVILLE and to destroy American and Australian
planes and ships that were being delivered there.

Q. When did you first recelve information regarding the location of our
American Force?

A. On the 4Ath of May, TULAGIL was attacked by yorr planes.
* Q. Were youlat TULAGI at the time?

A, No, I vwas to the North of TULAGI with the Sixth Squadron, which was com=
| noged of the SHOKAKU, ZUIKAKU, NOKO, NAGURO, seven destroyers and one
tanlzer,

Q. Do you know what damage was incurred at TULAGI?

A. I am not certain, I heard that several small torpedo boats were damaged
»nd sunk = ene destroyer and one minelayer received mediocre @damage. NoO
seaplane tender present, The damaged destroyer Wwas beacted and then la-
ter swept out by the tide and sank. (i'ame: KIKUZUII)
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Do vou mor if any nlanes vere cdestroyed?

T-'0 or three sea planes were damagec, M Q %\'\ &

“Ins the minelayer sunk of damoged?

It cus domoged by .near misses ond.one hite. It-sciled to- SHORTLLND where
it was reoaired, |

Lor did yeu first know the location of the American Force?

Following tle attack on TULAGI ve knew the force was in the general
area, but the excect location wasn't knovm, but it vas expectecd that
Americron corriers, bottleshios ond possibly some British Torces were in
the COR.LL SEA., After our attock on the tonker and destroyer the morning
of the 7th June ~nd your attack:.on SHOIO, about 4PN we sent out a dusk
~ttack of chout 27 bombhers and torpecfo nlanes to ettock the Americon
Cerrier Force, They did not find it although secrched for almost 200
miles, Finclly they jettisonec their homhs and torpedoes and returned
to their om corriers, While returning they »oassed over the fmerican
Corrrier Force ot night, Some »lones mistook the .merican Force for the
Jopnnese crrriers, turned on their liphts and tried to land before they
realized their mistoke, Then 21l nlones returned to ‘he Jopanese ocarriers,
fbout ten mlanes were lost during this flight,

Why did vou att-eck our tanker and destroyer, instead of our carrier force
during the morning of 7 June?

Our scouting nleones from the SHOKAKU 2nd ZUIKAKU erroneously reported
the tonker group as the Americen carrier group, therefare the Japanese
carrier nlones ottacked them instead of the fmerlican carriers.

Did you have rodor at thot tine?
No,
Do you know how close the two forces were that night?

I thoughrt that thev were about A0 miles north of our forece ond did not
rant to have a night action, therefore retired to the North, intending
to attock your force in the morning, I wanted to attock your force
that night but we did not knor how many ships you had so it s decided
not to attack until morning.

Frve y~ur »ilots been troined to land en the cnrriers at night?
Yes, chout 2/3 of 211 pilots were thoroughly trained ot night,
When did you first start night corrier operction?

sbout 1933,

ns one corrier used for night opveration or did you have pilots on each
corriers

Each corrier hod a few night pilots at first, then increased. ibout
2/3 of 211 pilots on exch corrier we tboroupbly troined in night carrier
onrerntion, JZbout 1/3'"ere fomilisr but not so well traoined,

-

Tor did you land at night, did you have lirhts on deck?

e vsed o rreen ~nd red light —hich rere lined up for o flight »nath to
come ~hoord, ‘e ~lso used o signalmon,

Did he control the speed cduring the l:nding?

o, after o night battle, only signal used —as that the pilot s 0.K.
~n¢ shovld l~nd or thoat he weos not O.K., and should be tvzved of € in which
case he made ~nother opnrocch,
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During the training'moreﬁsignalé'Were used to indic-te speed and altitude,
These signnls were given by blinker guns at night. -

Q. Did vou hove many cccidents during these operations?
A. They hed no accidents.
Q. ‘iere cny accidents incurred in training?

“._T%ammgbfbasic training was given at night on land, therefore, we had very
fu nocidents in night landings aboard ship.

Q. Foir 1as the SHOHO:sunk?
iie ﬁﬁmaged'by'éive bomﬁérs but sunk by torpedos. It capsized.
Q, Do you know how many hits were made?
[.. Do not know excctly. More than five torpecdoes hit and many bombs.
Q. “ere mony versonncl lost?
4, fbout 200
Q. About how many on board?
f:... abpout 800.
Q, How were personnel rescued?

LAe Bv destroyers and if they had hed more destroyers more personnel would
hove been saved, |

N, Tlog the SHOKLKU hit?

A. Lhout mid-morning on the &th, two bombs hit, one well forw~rdé on the part
how: second, well oft on the starboord quarter, The first bomb forvard
set the pnsoline afire and destroyed anchor windless room, The sécond -
homb destroved the air plane motor repalr rooms Ls result of the first
hit, the flight deck wos badly damoged and were unable to launch planes;
horever, they were cble to land them r~board for following the bomb hits,
fovr plenes londed cboard and loter the fire was put out.

J. Where did the remaining planes go?

L. Somc o~ them went to ZUIKLKU,

Q. Did any land ot seaplane bases? -

L. ™0 1-nded ot seaplanc base ond the pilots recovered, rive or six planes
made o forece londing in the water near carrier, The pilots were recovered
by destroyers,

Q. Vias the ZUIKLKU attacked?

Lo Yes, but no damoge, DBombs missed, torpedoes launched for away, easily
cvoided, =

Q. Eov about the torpedo attack on the SHOKLKU?

A, In the torpedo attack bn both the ZUIKAKU and SHOK&KU, the torpedoes

~ere lounched at too great ~ range permitting both corriers to avoid them.
Slov torpedoes and long renge, could turn and run oy from them,

Qe Following the dnmﬁge, where did the corriers go for repairs?

L. SHOKLKU went to KURE for repair, The ZUIKLKU went to TRUK.
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Lbout hov mony planes were lost in the entire operation?
30 planes and cbout 30 pilots and plane crew.

"hnt effect did the losses in this battle have on current and future
pl.ons?

Thev gove up the plan to ctteck PORT MORESBY by sea. The Lrmy desired to
telze PORT MORESBY so attempted to copture by lend from BUNL area., These
carviers were to toke part in MIDYVAY occupation, but due to damage were
uncble to participate, this weakened their air striking force at MIDULY,
with logs of carrier force and failure to cepture MIDWAY,

llere ony Me=109's in that battle?

1o, No Messerschmitt planes in Jopanese Navy,

Did you know how much camage was made on our carriers?

More thon six torpedoes hit on the LEXINGTON, more than eight bombs hit,
twvo torpedoes hit the YORKTOWN,

Thich type of attack did you mostu fear?
Dive Borbing, because it is difficult to avoid,
Do you know cnything about RABALUL action, 19-22 Februcry 19427

No,

The TILKE ~ction in llareh 19427
No, but I am o 1little familior with the capture of WAKE in 1941,

F‘

lere you present when the Japanese captured TIAKE in December 19417

I'ot at the islend. I was returning from the Pearl Harbor attack.

"hat forees vere present at WAKE ISLAND?

On the =y home from FAWAII, 2 carriers were ordered to assist in the
attock on T.KE ISLAND, I don't know what specific forces were in the
WAKE ISLAIND attcck group. Our planes did not see them, e just bombed
the islond while enroute to JALPLN, |

Do vou knowr wthat ships were lost at WAKE?

To destroyers hit the reef and were subsequently dive bombed and shelled
from the be~ch.,

iTas o light cruiser damnged or sunk?

Mo domage, however, our Navy admires the ability and courage of the pilots
and fighters that defended WAKE in the ovmeration, The airnlane pilots
were very brave and skillful,

Were any military nersonnel lost during the landing at WLKE ISLAND?

None of the ifavy, but severe losses were suffered in the Navy Special
ending Force,

Did yoﬁ expect an attack from us at WAKE in order to recapture the island?
Yes,
What was the purpose of capturing W.KE?
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One, to seize it because it was held by the imericans and the other
reason to use it for a base from which to scout and search that area,

Did the Lmerican raids on WAKE ISLAND do any damage?

On the 6th and 7th October 1942 between 500 and 600 plones bombed WiKE.
At the some time 10 eruisers ond destroyers bombarded the island result-
ing in lcsses of more than 300 personnel. The installations above the
sround were ~lmost completely destroyed. (That I learned from & person
who c~me back from TAKE.,)

How s odmiral YAMAMOTA killed?

Shot dovn vhile flying in o two engine bomber to BUIN, Five or six of
his staff officers including the Chief of Staff and the Chief Medical
Of ficer of the flecet were killed at the saome time,

In the opinion of the Japonese pilots was there any difference in the

Lmericon Army ond Navy pilots or planes?

Both good., Generally, aircroaft carpier pillots-are narc gkillful. Army planes
o little foster,
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HEADQUARTERS
U.S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
C/0 POSTMASTTR, SAN FRANCISCO

INTERROGATION NO. (USSBS~53) ( Supplement )
NAV NO-10

Division of Origin: Naval Analysis Division,
Subject: SOLOMON Island Operation and Battle of CORAL SEA,.
Personnel interrogated: Captain YAMAOKA, W., IJN,

The atteched chart supplements Interrogation USSBS=53
(NAV NO-10) and should be inserted as Annex A.

ENCLOSURE
Annex A Chsart of Battle of CORAL STA.
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BATTLE OF CORAL

4-8 MAY 1942

20th OCTOBER 1945
Capt. M. YAMAOKA, |.J.N.

BY MEMORY (SEVERAL OFFICERS CONCERNED )
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