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HEADQUARTERS RESTRICTED
UeSe STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVA
(PACIFIC)
C/0 POSTMASTER, SAN FRANCISCO
INTERROGATION NO. (USSBS 367) Place: Tokyo
NAV NO, 73 Date ¢ 15 & 16 November 1945
Time : 1339 <1730, 0930-1830

Division of Origin: Navsl Analysis Division.

Subject: Operations of the Japanese First Destroyer Squadron 1n
the aleutian Campaign. -

Personnel Interrogated and Background of each:

Vice admiral OMORI, Sentero, IJN, was in command
(as a Resr admiral) of the lst Destroyer Squadron from
October 1940 to October 1942, During this time he par-
ticipated in the attack on PEsaRL HARBOR, the occupation
of ATTU, the reconnaissance of AMCHITKA, and the supply
and reinforcing of the WESTERN ALEUTIANS.

Captain ARICHIKA, Rokuji, IJN, was Chief of Staff
to Commander 1lst Destroyer Squadron from December 1941
until November 1943. After October 1942 the 1lst De-
stroyer Squadron continued.in the operations of supply-
ing the WESTERN ALEUTI&NS, engaged in the Battle of the
KOMANDORSXIS, and in the evacuation of the (ISKa garri-
SOnN.

Where interviewed: Japanese Naval War College and the LELJI
Building.

Interrogator: J. S. Ruszell, Captain, USN.
Interpreter: R. P. Brown, Lieutenant(jg),.USNR.
Other Allied Officers Present: None.

SULMMARY

The plans for the occupation of certain islands 1in the
VESTERN ALEUTILNS, for the purpose of blocking a United States
advance from the North, was known to Commander 1lst Destroyer
Squadron and his staff in late April 1942. The original plan
called for the occupetion of ADAK, KISKa and ATTU. As a result
of the Bat”le of MIDWAY the occupation of ADAK was cancelled

and the foree assigned occupied «T1U instead, then conducted a
reconnaissance of aliCHITKA, hereafter the 1lst Destroyer Squad-
ron engeged in the supply and support of the ALEUTIANS with the
ercatest activity in summer because of the bad winter weather,
This activity culminated in the Battle of the K£0Li-NDORSKIS on
27 Ilarch 1943 (TOKYO date), when a convoy to ATTU was belng es-
corted in force by the 5th Fleet. This esction stopped further
supply bv surface ships except for one or two dashes to LT By
destroyers, and forced an attempt zt supply by submarine. When
~TTU was retaken by the United States, the 1lst Destroyer Squad-
ron wes assigned the task of evacuating the KISKA garrison.

Thz third attempt was successfully completed under cover o
heavy fog, the garrison bcing embarked at KISKA between 1340
and 1435 on 29 July (TOKYO timc and date).
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Transcript of Interrogation (Vice Admira} OMORI, Sentaro, and
Captain ARICHIKA, Rokuji, IJN)

Q.
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Admiral OMORI, as Commander of the First Destroyer Squadron,
what was your flagship?
The light cruiser ABUKUNA.,

Who relieved the Admiral as Commander of the rFIRST Destroyer
Squadron?
Rear admiral MORIy Tomochi.,

How long did Admiral LIORI have the FIRST Destroyer Squadron?
Admiral ORI was the Commander of the FIRST Destroyer Squadron
from November 1942 until June 1943,

Wwho was next to relieve?
Rear Ldmiral KIMURA, Masatoni I do not remcmber how long he
remained in commande.

Will the Admiral please tell us in what actions he participat-

ed during the war? .

HAWAII, Occupation of the ALEUTIANS, Battle of TOROKINA STHaITS
1 November 1943, - after which I went to the Torpedo School at

YOKOSUKA.

What was the date of the planning for occupation of the
ALEUTIANS, when did the admiral first heer of the plan?
About NMay 1942.

Please describe briefly the plan for the occupation of the
ALBUTIANS, |
The plan originally was to come directly to ADAK, occupy nD&AK,
then proceed west to aATTU and occupy aliU.

By what forces?

The forees in the plan were the ABUKUMA, flagship, with the
21st Destroyer Division, one battalion of Army troops aboard
the KINUGASA 14RU, the Seaplane tender KIMIKaWaA, escorted by
probably two destroyers, and one mine layer the KOGaNE MiRU.

Who was to command army troops?
Major HOMOTO. - This was according to the plan which was made,
now I shall tell you what actually took place. - We, the aDaK
Occupation Force, left JaPaN and came to approximately 44N
178W where we lecrned »f the Battle at MIDWAY. Because the
MIDWAY Battle wes a decisive battle, orders came from the Com-
bined Fle~t to the FIRST Fleet and on down to the FIRST Destroy-
er Squadron to stop the occupatinn of the ALEUTIsNS. AT this
point we had proceeded north towerd ADsK approximately 60 miles.
The ADnK Occupation Force then reversed course in order to
rendezvous with the FIRST Fleect. 4after steaming south approx-
imately 120 miles and dismissing the KOGANE MaRU to return to
J4APAN the orders wore changed and we were directed to continue
with the aLEUTIAN Occupation., After steaming north to approx-
imately the 45th parallel orders were rececived from Commander
FfIFTH Fleet to occupy ATTU, instead of aDaK, with the forces
present, sending the KIMIKaWa MaRU to KISKA to cooperate with
the KISKa Occupation Force., The remeining force, consistingof
the aBUKUMAi, 21st Destroycr Division (NENGHI, HaTSUH&RU, HaT-
SUSHIMO, WaKABi), and the KINUGaSa MARU, arrived in HOLIZ
B.Y, aTTU, on 11 3une and commenced landing one hour before
sunrise.

From HOLTZ BLY the troops moved overlend to CHICHAGOF HaRBOR,
approaching CHICH&GOF JaARBOR from the landwerd side. The land-
ing perty was confusad in direction and crossed the island to
IaSSACRE BLY before going to CHICHLGOF HnRBOR. When they
arrived at CHICHALGOF HaRBOR they found only about 40 natives
and two americens. The KINUGASA MARU entered CHICHAGOF HaRBOK
about noon and began unloading supplies. KINUGASA LARU remaln-
ed in CIICHAGOF H~.RBOR complcting unloading about 13 June
while the FIRST Destroyer Squadron patrolled off shore.
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Captain &RICHI okuji, IJN)
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During this time the FIRST Destroyer Squadron conducted a re-
connaissance of the SEMICHI ISLANDS to determine the sultability
of the terrsin there for installing an alirfield, then departed

on 13 June sailing to AMCHITKA ISLAND where we examined the
ground for g flying field., We arrived slightly before sunrise
and the NENOHI sent ashore s landing party at CONSTANTINE HARBOR,
while the ABUKUMA' s Dlanes examined the islang from the air. The
ABUIIUMA cruiseg along the northeast side of ANCHITKA to examine
the shore line. The reconnaissance took approximately three
hours, the force then rendezvoused off the Southeast eng of the

island at which time an american plane was sighted. The weather
was bad, and no action took place,

¢ at approximately 49°-
20'N and 171°-40'E., The 21st Division destroyers were ordered

to go to KISKA, meanwhile the light eruiser KISO Joined the
ABUXUMA in the rendezvous area., The SIXTH Destroyer Division
consisting of AKATSUKT, HIBIKI, INAZUMA and IKAZUCHI were at-
tached to KISKA Occupation Force, and were not under my direct

command. About the 19th, the HIBIKI received sufficient bombh
damage at KISKA to be returned to JAPAN,

The ABUXUMA returned to OMINATO about 25 June and sortied again
the 30th. On about 10 June, we sortied in company with Cagrier
Divisions #OUR and FIVE, Cruiser Division FIVZ, and Battle
Crulser Division TYREE, The purpose of this sortie was to lend
assistance and support to the KISKA Qperation. The carrier foree
crulsed in an area centercd asbout 43°N 1739E, where they were in
8 position to 1ntercept sny American forces coming up from the
MIDWAY Area to interfere with the KISKA Operation. During the
tlme the carrier force was standing by beginning 3 or 4 July,

the 18th Destroyer Division comprised of KASUMI, ARARE, SHIRANHI,
which had sailed fronm JAPAN, were oparating in thce KISKA Ares.
This division received =n attack by an American submarine (5
July) which sank the ARARE, and seriously dameged the other two
cestroyers, Because of this damage, the ABUKUMA procceded to

KISKA to render aid. We remained in the area until 12 g 13
July,

On 5 July the NENOHI was sunk by submarine off AGATTU. Ll 30
survivors from the NENOHI, all enlisted personnel, rcach AGATTU.
About 12 or 13 July ABUKUIMA completed her duty at KISKa and re-
turned to YOKOSUKA, From YOKOSUKA she went to OMINATO arriving
about the end of July. From that time uncil the c¢nd of October
the ABUKUMA acted =zs commend ship for destroyers going to the
ALEUTIANS, however, she herself did not g0, but opereted betwecn
KATHOK4A and AAKUMABETSU, PARA USHIRO and OMINATO, 0On 20 Octoher
the =BUKUMA, XISO and TAMA plus two destrovers took troops to.
AllUs  The d:stroyers were from the 21st Destroyer Division, and
were, 1 believe, the HATSUSHIMO and WaKABA. The troops werc
carried on board the threec light cruisers. These troops werc

' to replzce the orizinel ATTU garrison which had becn moved to
KISKs4. Upon the moving of the troops to KISKA, 4TTU hcd been

y garrisoned only by a Navel Communication Unit. This wzs for =
period from about the end of August t» 20 October.

We arrived in ATTU late in thc evening of 22-23 QOctohor and

discharged in hoste in order to be ot a safe disteancce to the vrest
°Of AT" U, and away from n~ip attack from DUTCH H.RBOR end AMCHITKA,
by morning, 900 troops under command of L*.'ColﬁrYONEKAWA, were
brought.-in on three light cruisers, Thesa were 1nfentry troops.

ammunition =nd Tood.,

They carried -hoyut onc month's supply »f
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About 6 November, we returned to OMINATO and I was relieved by
Admiral IMORI,

Q. Was the ABUKUMA ever under air attack?
A. No, never.

Q. Does the Admiral know of any damage or sinking of Japanese ships
which he has not already given in the narrative?

A, About the middle of October, the destroyers OBORO and dATSUHARU
were carrylng supplies to KISKA. The OB0ORO, which carried the
supplies, was sunk and the HATSUHARU was heavily damaged by air
attack. This action occuirred off the north end of KISKA ISLAND.,
There were other attacks ageinst destroyers, but I do not know
of any other further details of damage.,

Q. What routes were used to approach XKISKA?

A, The approaches to KISKA most commonly used were those to the
western end of the island and north around to KISKA HARBOR.
Occasionally ships came straight across from PARAMUSHIRO to &
point due south of KISKA where they made a run directly north,
these approaches were used because of danger of air and submarine
attacks.

KA, Rokuijil

Q. When did Captain ARICHIKA first learn of the plen to occupy the
ALEUTI&NS?
A, At the end of April.

Qe What was the purpose of the ALLUTI~N Operations?
A. The ALZUTIAN Operations were a defensive meca sure 2gainst
possible American attack coming from the north,

Q. What was accomnlished by the operations?

A, They wcre not a2 success because we did not prepare for the oc-
cupation 2s we should, by thet I mean we did not make prepara-
tions for the eirfields =nd bases which were necessary.

Q. Will the Captain give us a narrative of nis experiences 1n
ALBUTI&N waters?

A, My experiences were largely in the summertime beca 'se of the
terrific winter weather, First I participated in the alTU
occupetion, returned from that and later was involved 1in trans-
port and escort operations.

Qe Plcase continue.
Ao, The ATTU Occupation Force was under the Commend of Vice Admiral
OMORI. It was comprised of the First Destroyer Squedron: -
ABUKUMAs Flegship, 21st Destroyer Division, composed of the
WaKABA, HnTSUb‘HIM69 NENOHI, and, temporarily attached, the
SHIOKuzZE: the transport KINUGaSa llaRU§ the seeplane camrier,
KIMIKaV. MARU; and the minelayer liaGalNE [lARU. The HATSUHAKU,
which was in the 21st Destroyer Division, may have participated
also. One baktalion of Army troops, known as the HOKKALDO
DaITAI, were aboard the XINUGASA MsakU, which was a 7 to 8,000
ton, 15 knot ship.

The occupation force left OMINAYO on azout 29 May and proceeded
to approvimately 44°N, 178%y, where it arrived about the 5th of
June and bezan a run directly towards ADaK. At this time news

of the Battle of MIDWAY was received and the rIRST Destroyer
Squadron was ordere” to join the MIDWAY forces, hence the Squad-

ron reversed course. In_less than an hour this order was super-
ceded bv one directing the force to proceed to and occupy ATTU.
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The plan for occupying 4DaK was abandoned. The ABURUMA
LINUGLSA MaRU, WiaKnBa, HaTSUSHINO, and NENOHI went to ATTU., I
do not remember the dispositiam of the other ships. The force
arrived at the entrance to HOLTZ BaY, &TTU, at about 2100 or
2200 on 7 June and began landing Lroops 2t 2300. AF fivst it
was thought that the lsnding had been made in the wrong place,
but at 0030 on 8 June a report came from ashore that the landing
was a success. (I believe that the dstes which Admiral OMORI

gave-are in error, the dates I have -given are .correct).

Q. How do you remember these dates, can we be assur<d that they are
correcuy . |

A. I associate the dates with rcports from the KISKXA lendings which
took place almost simultaneously, but a little earlier. Records
11 connection with these landings were found vesterday and are
being investigeted.

Q. Did vou sec Cantain ITO's unit of six flying boats at ATTU?

A. Yes, I saw them, but at XISK4A, later. CHICHAGO# H4RBOR was not
used for the initial lending because the harbor was narrow and
shallow, The original plan was to by-pass CHICHAGOF =z-d 20
into HOLTZ TAY. The army troops put ashore at HOLTZ BAY made
the mistake of going South across the 1sland to MASSACRE BAY,
instcad of turning east and going to CHICHAGOF. This made o
slight delay in the originsl plans. The ABUKUMA left thc en-
trence of HOLTZ BAY end stcamed to the entrance to CHICHAGOR
HARBOR, where, at approximately 0700 the next morning, the Army
troops could be secn coming down the mountsins to CALCHAGOF
HaRBOR. Until 10 June, ships of thec 1lst Destroyer Squadron
patrolled cround ATTU. On 10 June, they left for ANMCHITKA,.
entering CONSTANTINT HaRBOR on or about 12 June to investigete
the possibility of constructing on airfield on AMCHITXKA. The
ships which went to AMCHITKA were the ABUKUMA, the WaKiBA and
one otner destroyer. Thirty men from the WAKABA were sent ashore
to carry out a rcconnaissance. While this was belng done &
report cemc from one of thc ships thst an Americen plane hed
been sighted in the erea. Fecause of the fog the planc could
not be scen. However it wes belicved to have becn patrolling
in the arca of AMCHITKA ond KISKA. Orders were sent from the
ABUKUMA to the landing party to hurry back to the WAKABA. When
thls wes done the ships rendezvoused =nd fled :t 20 knots to
avold detcction. They rem:cincd in a stand by arec ebout 200
miles south of KISKA for apnroximately 3 or 4 days.

de What time of day wes the American pleone sichted?

Ao About 6 or 7 o'clock in the morning (TOKYO Time), I4m not
positives, The recson for stending by off shore wes beczuse of
alr attecks on KISKA by American planes. It wes dosired to
ecscertaln the results of the 2ir attacks cnd whet furthcr devel-
opments might ensue prior to returning to JaPAN.

Q. Do you rcmembir whet kind of atvocks, end what type of plancs
were lnvolved?

Ae The attacks were made by B-17s, I think. Somc time between 13
and 15 June the decstroyer HIBIKI rcccived ore bomb hit on the bow
end was damaged. The KISO which wes 2lso there loft ot this
time =nd ceme to the stend-by arcc. She rendezvouscd with us,
and wes undcmaged. The dIBIKI, towed by the AKATSUKI, sailed to
OMINATO ecrriving shout 26 or 27 June, While stcnding by and
meking petrols around the ALZUTIANS we had redio communicetion
with KISKa. When thc weather permittcd we would seil up near
the islands. We ceme up in the foz to avoid detection by
Americen eircraft.
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KISKA, =nd she was towed back to MalIZURU. The XaSUMI and the
SHIRANUHI returned et the same time, around the end of July or
lst of august, to MAIZURU touching &t PaRAUSHIRO.,

When the weather cleared we moved back to the stand-by area.

At about the end of June we returned to OMINATO. Shortly
afterwards (I don't recall the exact date) we left OMINATO for
the ALEUTIANS area again. This time our forces were in three
groups. otending by in waters well south of ATTU, and South of
us , was a carrier group. The CAIYODA went in to KISKA covered
by three destroyers of the 18th Destroyer Divisions - KASUMI,
ARARE, and SHIRANUHI., These three destroyers were just outside
KISKA HAKBOR and anchored immediately North of LITTLE KISKA
Island at C300 on 5 July whén.they were attacked by an American
submarine. The first torpedo sank the ARARE, the ship closest
to the suobmarine which was at an estimated range of 1,000 meters.
The second torpedo hit the KASUMI, the ship next to the ARARE,
Just forward of the XASUMI's bridge, and almost severed her bow
?hich dropped down to an angle of about 30° below horizontal.
T IR e e
The third torpedo missed the S:AIRANUHI, farthest from the subi
marine, but a fourth torpedo hit amidship and severed the hull
plating and bottom so th:ct the SHILIANUAI was held together only
by her main deck and centerline structure. This was a daring
and skillful attack by the American submarine, and was admira-
bly executed. The ABUKUMA plus WAKABA and one other destroyer
went to KISKA to assist in salvage ¢f KASUMI cnd SHIRANUHI,

On the same day, 5 July, the NENOHI was escorting a tanker when
the tanker was attacked by a submarine, the NENOHI then attacked
the submarine and sank it at sea off CAICHAGOF HARBOR.

What evidence of sinking was obtained?

Debris and oil came to the surface after a depth charge attack.
The NENOHI, herself, was sunk later in the day while meking 6
knots close zboard AGATTU ISLaND, She was struck from abaft
tne sterboard beam by one submarine torpedo, capsized within
2 minutes, and sank within 5 minutes. As she sank one of her
small bosts came adrift. about 20 of her crew climbed aboard
1t a2nd mede off towards AGATTU ISLAND. The IKAZUCHI sighted
the smoke of the destruction of the NENOHI snd steamed to the
vicinity of the sinking, obut 11 that could be found were the
twenty men 1ln the boat. About 200 persons were lost.

Yesterday in your narrative you told of the aABUKUMA going to

KISKA to assist in the salvage of the KASUMI and SHI:DANUHI,

Will you pleasc continue?

The XKaSUMI's hull wes broken just forwerd of the bridge and her
bow hung down so that she could not move, a techniclan from

YOKOSUKA was called into conference to survey this damage and

to determine vhether the bow should be cut off or whether she
should be brought baeck intact, I believe the bow was cut off
and she was towed back without her bow. The SHIRANUHI's hull

was ruptured on both sides, ™ut wes held together by her mein

deck and centerline structure. The rupture wes just abaft the
forward stack. Patches were applicd to the sides of the hull =t

The ABUKUMO, WaKABA and IKAZUCHI left KISKA on about the 10th

end returncd to YOKOSUK& arriving on 16 or 17 July. Upon arriv-

ing at YOKOSUK~ the ships undcrwent recpairs ond overheul, and

conditions concerning the attack at KISKi werc reported to the
GUNREIBU (Navel General Staff) in TOKYO. On the 2 august the
ships prepared to get underweay for OuINaATO, deperted on 3 auzust
end earrived et OHINATO 5 snugust. The cruise wes uneventful.
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Upon arriving at OMINATO, plans for training,exercises with
the firing of torpedoes and guns were made, but on 8 August,
five American cruisers and several destroyers carried out a
surface bombardment against KISKA, While we were making plans
for our training we received news of the American bombardment
and we therefore departed from OMINATO at night on the 8th and
arrived at PALAMUSHIRO about 10 or 11 august. The KISO which
was a lso at OMINATO left with us and went to PARAMUSHIRKO. At
PARAMUSHIRO the FIFTH Fleet rendezvoused and prepared to - 3
go to KISKA, but, because the american Forces withdrew, the
FIFTH Fleet did not sortie.

The organization of the FIFTH Fleet at OMINATO at this time was:
NACHI (Fleet Flag), KISO, TallAj;
lst Destroyer Division, - SHIOKAZE, HOKAZEL
1lst Destroyer Squa“ron, ABUKUMA (Squadron Flag)
2lst Destroyer Division, - WAKABA, HATSUSHINO,
HATSUHARU,
6th Destroyer Division, - IKAZUCHI, INAZUMA
Independent, -~ USUGUMO
Tanker, - TEIYO MARU
(The tanker and 1lst Destroyer Division were normally
under the Commandant OMINATO, but joined the Fleet
during sorties.)

Qe Were there any ships in XISKA HARBOLK during bombardment, and
were any damaged®?

A, The only ships there were two grounded transports which were
previously Jamaged by air attacks. These two ships were the
NOJIMA LaRU and the KANO MARU., Also there was a ship, NISSAN
1MARU, which had been previously sunk, but whose mast and bridge
stuck up out of the water. The KASUMI, and SHIRANUHI may have
been present. About five midget two man submarines were

present. There were no crulisers, battleships nor destroyers.
The seaplane carrier KIMIKAWA MARU may hsve also been there,

Qe Was there any damage to any of these ships?

A. No damage was done to the ships in the harbor, mestly the
warehouses ashore were damaged. I believe that some plancs
were destroyed, but how many I do not know. Three- persons
were killled. 1 do not remember how many were wounded. The
Chief of Staff of the FIFTH Fleet, Rear Admiral Tasaku NAKAZAVA,
who had arrivcd by destroyer, wes present during the bombard-
ment.

From the time the FI/ Td Fleet arrived at PaRAMUSHIRO until
February of the next year there werc absolutely no offensive
orations carried out by the FIFTH Fle:zt as such. During this
period the FiFTH Fleet conducted training exercises, while the
destroyers and the KIS0 made transport runs to ATTU and KISKA,
Ihese were exeiting bec:iuse, in order to avold detectlen by
hamericen planes, the ships had to run in during the night,
unload cargo and get clear before deaylight.

Qe What can the Ceptain say of the amcrican occupetion of ADAK?
A. I considered the americcn occupation of abaX as being & "thorn
in the side." Intelligence reports were received indiceating
thet thc Americens were bullding airfields on ADAK and that
construction was being carried out very rapidly. This worried
us .because we realized that we wo 1d soon be subjected t» add-

itional" land-bassd bombing attacks.

Q. On what date did you first lecern of the ADAK landing?
RESTRICTED 367=7-
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A. I do not remember the oxact date. The reports came i from 28 Te=

connaissance plane which had reconnoitered ADAK. I belleve
the first news was around the 1lst of October. We were VeETY
surprised.at tne speed with which the building of the airbase
progressed.

Originelly we plenned to occupy the SEMICHI ISLANDS, and builld
sirfields there, but we lacked forees and time to occupy those
islonds and were forced UO hold only ATTU and KISKA.

Method of Running Supplies into KISKA end ATTU

Transport operations were VEry difficult to carry out because
to avoid detection by American -ireraft during the daytine, we
had to toke advant@age of storms and fogs. This jeopordized our
trensport operstions.

S P.I{I 10 l.IEi. T{U g
Three 17 knot transports were used, the ASAKA MARU, 4:ATA [aRU,
o5 well as the light cruisers -nd destroy " rs. & scouting radiuas
from ADAK and AMCHITKA of 600 miles wes considered, 1t was
presumed thet the american search planes scouted a 15 degree
ccotor. When & transport arrived 2t the 600 mile rcdius, A&
dash in was made uslng redio intelligence of the wlznes Clr=-
vorne to choose en uncovered seetor of eporoach, or tO follow
in through - sector behind the plone which wes scouting there.
The trcnsport cttempted to - prive in darkness, cnd TO discnorge
with utmost specd. The route ewey from KISKA was also cacsen
on redio intelligence of the rir scouting 1n Progress, co0sSing
a sector which was not covered by air; or followlng the outbhound
treck of =n eirplane. Radio intelligence of the secrch plane
ccll signs wes an &id in determining the uncovered secto?a2
a1so radar reports from KI3KA assisted in this function. We
did not breck dwn the ~iprereft code successfully. The wv&rious
approaches o KISKA were lebelled "A" ng" “gh. ete., and from
intelligcnce plotted on horrd the ABUKUMA, & track for running
into KISKA was determined snd given to the shilps partizsipatling.
This svstem weas VIIry successful.

In onc of the transport operetions the AKAGANE MARU we s sunk

by amcricen crulser gunfire. The AXAGANE MARU wos 1n position
53°-20'N 171°E, =nd & picket boat, which hezrd the sound oI gun
fire was about 25,000-26,000 meters to the west. The plcket
hoat wes the coast defense sihlp, KUNAJIRI. At this time KISO
and SAKITO MARU were about 500 miles north of RKISKA. A secaplane
seont regorted the imorican crulsers to be steaming cast after
the sinkincs if XKISO end 54 <ITO MARU had continuced ©O KISKA thy
would have been intercepted by the Americon eruiscers hencce they
turned ~nd rctired. Also -t the scme time the ARUKUMA &nd thc
AWATa MaRU werc on thelr way to KISKA in position approximectely
56°-.20'N:171°-30'E., The ARUKUM. znd the ASxaKa LinRU plus onc
destroyer continued on and vent to K1SKs.

The ARUKUMA end the one dcstroyer cscorted the LSAKA MaRU to 2
point cbout 120 miles north of KISKa, whincs the AWATA MARU
continucd on into KISKA alone. The ARUKUM~ and dcesctroycer
reverscd coursc and returncd to PARAMUSHIRO because of tho great
number of mmerican planes in the viecinity et the time. During
»71 February the ~BUKUila ~nd her dcstroycr took the most north-
orly course possible to melre the return VOYagC. They swung up
to a2bout 59°N reaching the most northern point on the night on
the night of thec 22nd, taen procccde® south betwecn BZRING
TSILND and the GULF OF KnliCiaTKsa, tO PLRAMUSHIRO arriving atv
P,.KMUSHIRO on 24 or 25 February
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The AWATA MARU stayed in KISKA HaRBOR about one hour unloading
her cargo and returned directly to YOKOSUKA by the southern
route.

Recause of the sinking of the AKAGeNE MARU by naval gunfire a
change in transportation plans became necessaly. Transports .
could no longer be sent in groups of one Or two ships at a time;
it became necessary to send transports to the ALEUTIANS 1n
larger force. At the beginning of March the exact date 1 do
not remember, the entire FIFTH rleet consisting of the First
Destroyver Squadron the NACHI, MAYA and Talik (KIS0 is believed to
have been in MAIZURU at this time), the trensports ASAKA MARU
ond SAKITO MARU went to ATTU, where they arrived early in March.
(The First Destroyer Squadron at this time included the ABUKUMA,
and six destroyers: - WAKARA, HATSUHARU, HATSUSHINMO, INAZUMA ,
IKAZUCHI and USUGUMO, the last operatlng individually). During
the night the larger vessels, the NACHL, MAYA and TAMA with the
destroyers INAZUMA and IKAZU&HI patrolled about 20 miles of f
shore to the north of ATTU. The ABUKUMA with the. destroyers
USUGUMO, WAKaBa, HATSUSHINO and HATSUHLRU, patrolled about 20
miles off the.shore to the South of aTTU.

The northern group patrolled only the northem side of the island.
The southern group stayed south of the island with the exception
of the ABUKUMA, the command ship, which returned to u

to the entrence of HOLTZ BAY. The transports urttoaded thelr
cargo in one hour and departed. They rcndezvoused to the north
of the island and returned to PalialMUSHIRO. The Captaln of the
USUGUMO believed that he had picked up an amcrican submarine
near the ontrance to HOLTZ BaY because of a sudden flash which
is belicved to havebeen a torpedo fired at him which detonated
without have hit anything.

One of the other ships, it is not known which one, hasard on
their comrmunication system a plaln languege broadcast from the
alleced submerine; the gist of the broadcast was that Jepanese
ships were coming. This broadcast was about 30 minutes before
-he cargo ships entered HOLTZ BaY. The convoy returned tO
P.RAMUSHIRO without heving reccived ohy damage. The exact date
o the convoy's arrival et PARaMUSHIRO is not known, but 1% 18
believed to have errived there between 10 and 15 March. L4€
cargo taken to ATYU at this time consisted meinly of mcterials
for rirfield construction and food.

On about 24 March the FIFTH Flect with identical organization
as before, but with an additional transport tne SANKO MARU
prepared. a2 convoy run to LTTU., The forcc sortiecd from PaRalUl-
RO in three groups, the SaANKO MsahU cscorted by the USUGUMO,
because of the slow speed of the SaNKO MaRU left on the 231rd,
Next to sortie, on 23 March, were the wduia 1laRU, the SaK1TO
UaRU =nd the First Destroyer Squadron. Last to sortlie wes the
main body of the FIFTH ifleect whlen was comprised of the NaCHL,
MiYeny, and Tuline The second two groups rcndezvoused sometime
during the afternoon 2f the 26th. Very bad ecther was encoun -
tercd on the 25th and 26th, ~nd littlc progress wes made.
Rendezvous wes set for 0100 27 March, snd a rzdio messazc 1O
this cffecet wes sent out. The forece was in column in oyder
from ven to reays NACHI, MAYA, TAMA, WAKABA, HATSUSHIMO,

BUKUMA , IKAZUCHI, INAZUAy. . ASAKA MARU,. and SAKITO MARU, on a
course. of north when one of the ships in the rear signalled
that two silhouet:es were to the s»uth at a distance of 6/3000

, meters. The distance bhetween ships 1n our column was 600 meters,
except the destroyers which were 300 meters apart,.
RESTRICTED 367-9-




' RESTRICTED

Transcript of Interrogation (Vice Admiral OMORI, Sentaro, and
Captain ARICHIKA, Rokuji, IJN)

- = =2 & W= = = e o ----'----------__l_---

The report was passed on to the NACHI that the USUGUMO and .
SANKO MARU had been sighted., At 0313 we discovered that it
was tne enemy. At this time the enemy bore 160 degrees true,
distance 13% miles. Because of the high bridge on the IaCHI
she probably discovered the enemy at the same time that we
did, or before, The NACHI immediately ordered the transports
to retire t- the west. The course of the column was changed

to east and then southwards and orders were given to take
battle MDfmation,

",
The FIRST Destroyer Squadron formed with the ABUXUMA in the
lead followed in column by the WAKABA, AATSUSHIMO, IKAZUCII
and INAZUMA. The wind was from the northeast, -« seven knots,
The zction was opened with a salvo from the N&aCHI, The
American force opened fire very soon thereafter. The NACHI
fired torpedoes within the first 25 minutes at the American
force to the southwest,

In the turn to the southwest and west the TAMA cut inside and
the FIRST Destroyer Squadron cut inside the T.lls. The Taila
came out slightly in the lead on a westerly course at about
0430, The ABUXUMA was to the north and at thls time, that is
between 0430 and 0500, the aBUKUMA received most of the fire of
‘e Americen forcec. The &BUKUMa fired her four port side
torpedcesat a range of about 15,000 meters and made a turn to
tne north, This placed the ABUKUMA somewhat benind the Tilla md
the NaCHI. Betwecn 0500 and 06C0 the iLmerican force 1aid a
smoke screen and it was very difficult to see any of the ships.
Occasionally they were made out. A4t about 0530 the ARUKUMa
recelvad orders to cross astern and come up on thec south side
of The NLCHI. Bescsuse of the ships of the 6th Destroyver divi-
son (IK4ZUGHI and INAZUMA ) were old and slow and could not
Keep up we reduced our specd a little, to about 28 knots, from
a previous speed of 30 knots., Reczuse of the smoke sercen we
dld not know whether or not the Amcrican Force would go north
or south but we assumed that if it were to go south, the
ABUXUNA and the destroyers would be able to close more qulckly,
We continuaed: to sail west to close with the americen Toree,

At 0615 «BUKUIA fired her four starhosord side torpcdoes at a
range of 16,000 meters, A4t about 0630 we turned south znd the
~BURUML wes agaln abreast of the Talla and NaCHI in formation.
We continued sailing west, zlg-zagzing somewhat,sea_rching farthe
smericen force, 4 little before 0700 we spotted the iLmericzans
directly south and the WaKiBa and the HL.TSUSHINO fired 6 tor=-
pedoecs each, The range was approximately 16,000 mcters, It
1s belicved that our torpedocs went inside the group of S1lps,
but whether or not they made hits is not known,

(NOTE: The torpedocs which NoCHIL, o3UKUkis end thc two
destroyers fired were set ot 32 knots, which
would give en extreme range of 32,000 meters:
all were oxygen torpedocs which left no wake,

Type 93, dieametcr 61 centimeters (24 inchYs

L 2bout 0615 we received o messcege theot 10, plus, plehcs
(bombers) were on thcir wav to the scene of the boettle, where
from and the cxact number unknown. I+ was believed the mcesscoge
ceme from XISKA, don't know how meny groups there were but
there were ten plus planes; and 2t this time we wishcd to hurry
the battle to zn end., 4in additionsal reeson for our wishing to
hurry the battle wes because of the low fucl capacities of the
1KnZUCHI ond the INAZUMA,
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