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THE, TRAVELS OF MINGLIAOTSE (Cont’d)
By T'u LuUNG
Rendered into English by LIN YUT'ANG

(d) Back to Humanity

Then Mingliaotse walks leisurely past the Six Bridges of
Hsiling and goes up to T’ienchu and Lingchiu Mountains,
where, after visiting some ancient scholars, he comes out and
looks for the greatest Taoist, Wild Stork Ting, somewhere
between the Yenhsia and Shihwa Caves. -Then there is the
Ch’aoying Cave in the Lochia Mountain [Poo+too], which is
the homeland of Mingliaotse, and where the temple in honour
of the Goddess of Mercy is situated. Mingliaotse goes there
to pick lotus flowers-and look at the great sea. Ah, is this
not a great delight!

And so wandering farther and farther, happy of heart,
Mingliaotse proceeds leisurely, covering a distance of ten thou-
sand % on foot, and when on rare occasions he is pleased
with what he sees or hears, he stays at a place for ten days.

All day long he sits still with crossed legs to master the
Three Precious Spirits. The five thousand words of Taoteh-
ching—is it not the philosophy of subtlety and fineness? The
Golden Casket of Taoist Books—is it not implied in the truth
of forgetfuless and finding? The Jade Book of Fusang—
shall he not ask his neighbours concerning its whereabouts?
The Two Books of Yinfu—does their secret lie right before
his eyes? The Supreme Ruler guides his perceptive mind,
and the Ancient Buddha directs his spiritual wisdom. And
so trying to master the Taoist classic called The Union of
Taoism from in his Buddhist quxetude he is nol lonely during
his contemplation.

In the temple of Buddha, there is the gracious appearance
of his golden body, irradiating a glorious halo. The candles
have been lighted and the incense smoke fills the air with a
light fragrance, and there both the Taoists and the monks are
seated in order on their straw cushions, drinking tea and eat-
ing fruit and perusing the Taoist and Buddhist classies.
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After a while, when they are tired, they eontrel their respira-
tion and enter the stage of quietude. After a long time, they
get up, and see the moon shining from behind the wistarias,
‘while the universe lies hushed in silence. An acolyte is kow-
towing with his head against the ground, and a boy Taoist
is taking a nap near the stove where the medicine of fairies
is being stewed. At this moment how can an earthly thought
enter our minds, even if it is there?

When out in the open country, he sees low walls enclos-
ing mud huts thatched with straw. A piercing wind is blow-
ing through the door and a1
forests. -The sheep and cattle are returning home to the hill-
side, and hungry crows are making a noisy sound in the fields
on the plain. An old farmer in ragged clothes and dishevelled
hair is sunning himself beneath a small mulberry tree, and
an old woman is holding an earthen vessel filled with water
and serving a wheat meal. When the landscape and the mood
of the moment are so sad, one feels too that it is as beautiful
as a picture. If a Taoist on travel should regard such views
as too ordinary, he might just as well not travel at all.

On entering a big city, where erowds jostle and the traffic
of carts and horses fills the street, Mingliaotse goes along
singing and observing the people—storekeepers, butchers,
minstrel singers, fortune-tellers, people occupied in a dispute,
jugglers, wrestlers, gamblers and sportsmen. Mingliaotse
looks at them all. And when the spirit moves him, he enters
a wine-shop and orders some strong wine with dried fish and
green vegetables, and the two men drink across a table. Thus
getting warmed up, they sing the ditty Gathering the Im-
mortal Plant, and look about, supremely satisfied with them-
selves. The people of the street wonder at the sight of these
two ragged souls earrying themselves with such an air of charm
and happiness, and suspect that they are perhaps fairies in-
carnated. After a short while, they suddenly disappear alto-
gether,

In the great mansions behind tall gates, dukes and princes
and high officials are having a wine feast. Wine is being
served on jade plates, and beauties are sitting around the table.
An orchestra is playing in the hall and the sound of song
pierces the clouds. . An old servant with a cane in hand is
watching the door. Mingliaotse goes right in to beg for food.
With his bright, wide-open eyes and a dignified air, he shouts
to the company, “Stop all this noise please, and listen to a
Taoist singing the song of ‘Dew-Drops on Flowers’:
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“Dew-drops on flowers,
Oh, how gay!
Fear not the cutting wind,
But dread the coming day!
Eastward flows the River,
Westward the Milky Way.
Farmers till the field where
Once the Bronze Towerl lay.
Better to have got _
A day with this all-precious pot
Than future names remembered not.
Oh, make merry while ye may!

“Dew-drops on flowers,
Oh, how bright!
So long they last, they shine
Like pearls. in morning light,
Where grave mounds dot the wilds,
And winds whine through the night;
Foxes’ howls and screech-owls
On poplars ghastly white,
See where red leaves blow,
Down on the Fragrant Gullet flow,
And mosses over Ch’inien Palace grow,
Oh, make merry while ye might!”

After Mingliactse has finished his song, one of the guests
seems to be angry and says: “Who is this Taoist to spoil
our enjoyment in the midst of our wine feast? Give him
a piece of sesame cake and send him away!” Mingliaotse
receives the cake and leaves. Then another guest speaks to
his attendant, saying, “Quick! Ask that Taoist to come back!”
“But we were just enjoying our wine,” says the former, “and
he came to spoil our pleasure. That was why I sent him away
with a piece of sesame cake. It's just fine. Why do you
want him to come back?”’ “It seems to me,” replies the latter,
“there’s something unusual about this Taoist, and I want to

! Tower of Ts'ao Ts'ao.~—Tr.
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call him back and have a good look at him.” “Why, he is
only a beggar!” replies the former. “What is unusual about
him? All he wants is a cold dish of left-overs.” Then an-
other guest joins in and says, “It doesn’t seem from the song
he sang that he is just a beggar.” _

At this moment, a sing-song gir! in red gauze rises up
from her seat and says, “According to my humble opinion,
this Taoist is a fallen fairy from heaven. His eyes and fore-
head are delicately formed and his voice is clear and strong.
He is disguised as a beggar, but something in his behaviour
betrays his noble breeding. The song he sang is graceful
and deep in meaning, more like the song of fairies in heaven
than the song of men on earth. What beggar could have
sung such a song? He is one of those fairies who like
travelling among mortals in disguise. Please ask him to come
back, for we must not lose him.”

“What has all this to do with him?”’ says the last one.
“All he wants is perhaps a drink of wine. You ask him to
come back and we’ll find out that he is a common fellow after
all.”

The girl in red gauze is still unconvinced and remarks,
“Well, all T can say is, we haven’t that luck to meet with im-
mortals.”

Then another girl in green gauze rises up from her seat
and says, “Will you gentlemen make a bet on this? Ask the
Taoist to return, and if he js an extraordinary person,! then
those who say he is extraordinary win the bet; and if we
find that he is a common fellow, then those who say he is
a common fellow win.” “Good!” shout the gentlemen toge-
ther. They then send a servant to go after Mingliaotse, but
he has completely disappeared, and the servant returns with
the news. “I knew that he was no common fellow!” says
the former. “Alas, we have just lost an immortal!” says the
girl in red gauze. “Why, he just went out of the door and
has completely disappeared!” (To be Continued)

1 “Extracrdinary person” is the regular phrase for some saint or
Taoist or fairy, gifted with magic powers.—Tr

x * 1§
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