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LIFE 
OF 

FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS. 

1. THE family from which I am derived is not an ignoble 
one, but bath descended all along from the priests ; and as no- 
bility among several people is of a different origin, -so with us 
tc be of the sacerdotal dignity, is an indication of the splendour 

r  of a family. Now, I am not only sprung from a sacerdotal fa- 
mily in general, but from the first of the twenty-four' courses; 
and as among us there is not only a considerable difference be-
tween one family of each course and another, l.am of The chief 

„family of that first course also ; nay, farther, by my mother I 
of the royal blood ; for the children of Asamoneus, from 

whom that family was derived, had hoth the office of the high-
e  priesthood, and the dignity of a king, for a long time together. 
'.  l'will accordingly set down-my progenitors in order. My gran4- 

r 
!- 

	

	$ We may hence correct the error of the Latin copy of the second book against 
Anion, sect. 7, 8. (for the Greek is there lost), which s:Ig, there were then only four 
tribes or courses of the priests instead of twenty-four. Nor is this testimony to he dis-
r garde., :is if Jost:phus there contradicted Out he had affirmed here; because even the 
account there glycol:letter agrees to (aanty-fmr than to font courses, while he says that 
sat.- t of those courses contained above 5000 men, which, multiplied by only fear, will 
make nu: more than 20,000 priests; wheu:a3 the number 120,000, es multiplied by 24, 
deems much the most probable, they being about ore-tenth of the *hole people, eve's-, 
after the captivity. Sec Kim, ii. 36-39. Nehem. vii. :3)—i:2. 1 Esd. Y. ,I, 25; with 

, Ezra, ii. 151. Nehein. vii. 66: 1 Esd. v. 41. Nor will this coimnou reading or notion of 

Ir
...but four courses of priests, agree with Josephe,'s own farther assertion elsewhere, 

nth'. B. VII. ch. xly. sect. 7. that David's partition of the priests lag ',Weill-four 
urseehati continued to that day. • 

- VOL. T. 
- '1% • 

   
  



2 	 THE LIFE OF FLAVIUS JOSEPIIUS. 

father's father was named Simon, with the addition of Psellus 
he lived at the same time with that son of Simon the high-priest, 
who first of all the high-priests was named Hyrcanus.. This Si-
mon Psellus had nine sons, one of which was Matthias, called 
Ephlias ; he married the daughter of Jonathan the high-priest, 
which Jonathan was the. first of the sons of Asamoneus who 
was• high-priest, and was the brother of Simon the high-priest 
also. This Matthias had a son called Matthias Curtus, and that 
in the first year of the government of Hyrcanus; his son's name 
was Joseph, born in the ninth year of the reign of Alexandra : 
his son Matthias was born in the tenth year of the reign of Ar-
chelaus ; as was I born to Matthias on the first year of the reign 
of Caius Caesar. I have three sons; Hyrcanus, the eldest, was 
born on the fourth year of the reign of Vespasian, as was Justus 
born On the seventh, and Agrippa on the ninth. Thus have I 
set down the genealogy of my family as I have found it descri-
bed * in the public records, and so bid adieu to those who ca-
lumniate me [as of a lower original]. 

2. Now my father Matthias was not only eminent on account 
of his nobility, but had a higher commendation on account of 
his righteousness, and was in great reputation in Jerusalem, the 
greatest city we have. I was myself brought up with my bro-
ther, whose name was Matthias, for he was my own brother, 
by loth father and mother; and I made mighty proficiency in 
the improvements of my learning, and appeared to have both 
a great memory and understanding. Moreover, when I was a 
child,.and about fourteen years of age, I was commended by all 
for the- love I had to learning; on which account the high-priests 
and principal men of the city came then frequently to me toge-
ther, in order to know my opinion about the accurate under-
standing of points of the law. And when I was about sixteen 
years old, I had a mind to make trial of the several sec' ; th, t 

.:were among us. These sects are three ; the first is that of the 
Pharisees, the' second that of the Saddneees, and the third that 
of the Essens, as we have frequently told you ; for I thought that 
by this means I might choose the hest, if I were once acquainted 

41  An eminent example of the enrc of the Jews about 	gt4walogi,?s, 
as to the priests. See Contr. Ap.13, I. eh. 7. 

iih 
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THE LIFE OF FLAVItit JOSEPHUS. 

with them all ; so I contented myself with hard fare, and under-
went great difficulties, and went through them all 4*. Nor did I 
content myself with these trials only; but when I was informed 
that one whose name was Banus, lived in the desert, and used 
no other clothing than grew upon trees, and had no other food 
than what grew of its own accord, and bathed himself in cold 
water frequently, both by night-and by day, in order to preserve 
his chastity, 1 imitated him in those things, and continued with 
him three years *. So when I had accomplished my desires, I 
returned back to 'the city, being now nineteen years old, and 
began to conduct myself according to the rules of the sect of 
the Pharisees, which is of kin to the sect of the Stoics, as the 

reeks call them. 
3. But, when I was in the twenty-sixth year• of my age, it 

happened that I took a voyage to Rome, and this on the occasion 
which I shall now describe. At the time when Felix was pro. 
curator of Judea, there were certain priests of my acquaintance, 
and very excellent persons they were, whom on a small and tri-
fling occasion he had put into bonds, anj sent to Rome to.plead 
their cause before Caesar. These I was desirous to procure de-
liverance for, and that especially because I was informed that 
they were not unmindful of piety towards Goa even under their 
afflictions, Y in supported themselves with figs and nuts r. Ac-
cordingly 1 came to Rome, though it were through a great 
number of hazards by sea; for, as our ship was drowned in the 

' When Josephus here says, that from sixteen to nineteen, or for three years, he 
made trial of the three Jewish.seets, the riarisees, the Sailducees, and the .11.:ssetis, and 
et says presently, in all our copies, that he stayed besides wiih one particular aseetiek, 

ttalled Dame:, 7rup thvrce, with him, and this still belbre he was nineteen,. there is little 
ioom left for his trial of the three other sects. I suppose; therefore, that for erap 
with him, the old reading might hezcrap ricrot;, with Them; which is a very small emen-
datieu, and takes.away the'clifticulty befiwe us. t\or is Dr. Iftalson's conj.I•eture, hinted 
t.by Mr.11all in his preface to the doctor's edition of Jost-111ms, at ali improbable, that 
tis Banus, by this his description,. might well he a follower of .John the Baptist, and 

t 	m him Josephus might 'easily imbibe such notions, as afterward prepared him to 
hive 'a faVonrable opinion about Jews Christ himself, who was attested to by Jahn.the 
13.sinist. 

t We may note here, that religious men aimmg the Jew;, or at least those that were 
priests, were sometme.; aseeticks also, aria, 	Danitl end his companions in Babylon, 
Dan. i. o,—i6. s( 	flesh, butJigs and 	&c, only. This tuns like the- rIt.ofslsy:tx, 
or austere  diets of the Christian asceticks in Passion week. Constitnt. V. !p. 

   
  



4 	 THE LIFE OF FLAVIUS 

Adriatic sea,' we that were in it, being about six hundred in num-
ber *,.swam for our lives all the night; when, upon the first ap-
pearance of the clay, and upon our sight of a ship of (*rent, I 
and some others, eighty in all, by God's providence, prevented 
the rest, and were taken up into the other ship. And when I 
had thus escaped, and was come to Dicearchia, which the Ita-
lians call Bite()li, I became acquainted with Aliturius, an actor 
of plays, and much beloved by Nero, but a Jew by birth; thrOugh 
his interest became known to Poppea, Caesar's wife, and took 
rare, as soon as possible, to entreat her to procure, that the priests 
might he set at liberty. And when, besides this favour, I had 
obtained many presents from Poppea, 1 returned home again. 

4. And now I perceived innovations were already begun, and 
that there were a great many very much elevated in hopes of a 
revolt from the Romans. I therefore endeavoured to put a stop 
to these tumultuous persons, and persuaded them to change their 
minds; and laid before their eyes against whom it was that they 
were going to fight, and told them that they were inferior to the 
Romans not only in martial skill, but also in good fortune ; and 
desired them not rashly, and after the most foolish manner, to 
bring on the dangers of the most terrible mischiefs upon their 
country, upon their families, and upon themselves. And this I 
said with vehement exhortation, because I foresaw that the end 
of such a war would be most unfortunate to us. But I could not 
persuade them ; for the madness of desperate men was quite too 
hard for me. 

5. I was then afraid, lest, by inculcating those things,so often, 
I should incur their hatred and their suspicions, as if I weie of 
our enemies' party, and should run into the danger of being 
seized by them, and slain; since they were already possessed of 
Antonia, which was the citadel ; so I retired into the inner court 
of the temple. Yet did I go out „f t!te temple again, after 
nahem and the principal of t;i:2 	Li' robber,  were put to d( It!s 
when I abode Along the 	 chief of the 

But, no small fear st 	d 1! pis)  a,,  ‘si.un we saw the peo- 
ple in arms, while we ouiss'Iv, 	,sliat we should  do,• 

It has h, 	thought the number of 1`,oll end hie Lomrmions on eNp-hcard, Aer4, 
which am 27n in our copies, are tun 111:111y;  wherea% we find here, that Jon. 

pl..s and his:oontauions,  a  %.,2 ry few year; rim 0111%. coo. 
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and were not able to restrain their seditious. However, as the 
danger was directly upon us, we pretended that we were of the 
same opinion with them, but only advised them to be quiet for 
the present, and to let the enemy go away, still hoping, that 
Gessius Morns] would not be long ere he came, and that with 
great forces, and so put an end to these seditious proceedings. 

6. But, upon his coming and fighting, he vas beaten, and a 
great many of those that were with him fell. And this disgrace 
which Gessius [with Cestius] received, became the calamity of 
our whole nation ; for those that were fond of the war were so far 
elevated with this success, that they had hopes of finally conquer-
ing the Romans. Of which war another occasion was ministered ; 
which was this. Those that dwelt in the neighbouring cities of 
Syria seized upon such Jews as dwelt among them, with their 
wives and children, and slew them, when they had not the least 
occasion of complaint against them; for they did neither attempt 
any innovation or revolt from the Romans, nor had they given 
any marks of hatred or treacherocis designs towards the Syrians. 
But what was done by the inliabitantl..of Seythopolis was the 
most impious and most highly criminal of all 4k" ; for, when the 
Jews their enemies came upon them from without, they forced 
the Jews that were among them to bear arms against their own 
countrymen, which it is unlawful for us to do t ; and when, by 
their assistance, they had joined battle with those that attacked 
them, and bad beaten them, after that victory theydorgot the 
assurances they had given these their fellow-citizens and confe-
derates, and slew them all, being in number many ten thousands 
[13,000]. The like miseries were undergone by those Jews that 
were the inhabitants of Damascus. But we have given a more 
accurate account of these things in the books of the Jewish war. 
I only mention them 'now, because I would demonstrate to my 
readers, that the Jews' war with the Romans was not voluntary, 

II :lee Of the War, B. IL ch. xviii. :wet. ft. 
The Jews might collect this unlawfigness of fighting against their brethren fmm 

that law of Moses, Levit. xix. 16. " Thou shalt not stand against the blood of thy 
" neighbour;" and that, ver. 	" Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge, against 
" the children of thy people ;  but thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself ;" as well as 
from many other places in the Pentateuch 4nd Prophet;. Sec Antiq. B. VIII. eh. 
sect; 3. 

   
  



6 	 THE LIFE OF FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS. 

hut that, for the main, they were forced by necessity to enter 
into it. 

7. So when Gessius had been beaten, as we have said already, 
the principal men of Jerusalem, seeing that the robbersaand in-
novators had arms in great plenty, and fearing lest they, while 
they were tmprovided of armS, should be in subjection to their 
enemies, which also came to be the case afterward; and, being 
informed that all Galilee had not yet revolted from the Romans, 
but that some part of it was still quiet, they sent me and two 
others of the priests, who were men of excellent characters, Joazar 
and Judas, in order• to persuade the ill men there to lay down 
their arms, and to teach them this lesson, that it were better to 
have those arms reserved for the most courageous men that the 
nation bad [than to he kept therel; for that it had been re-
solved, that those - our best men should always have their arms 
ready against Inturity, but still so, that they should wait to see 
what the Romans would do. 

S. When I had therefore received these instructions, I came 
into Galilee, and found the people of Sepphoris in no small 
agony about their country, by reason that the Galileans had re-
solved to plunder it, on account of the friendship they had with 
the Romans, and because they had given their right hand, and .  
made a league with Cestius Gallus, the president of Syria. But 
I delivered them all out of the fear they were •in,'and porqt;aled 
the multitude to deal kindly with them, and permitted +Iwo] to 
send to those that were their own hostages with Gessitis to i)Or;, 
which is a city of Plienicia, as often as they please!! ; do.o,J1 
still found the inhabitants of 'Tiberias ready to take ;tr„). 
that on the occasion-  following : 

9. There were three factions in this city. .The 	t 
posed of men of worth and gravity; of these Julius 
the heach Now he, as well as all his companionf., 
son of Miarus, and Herod the son of Cumulus, and Conqmi,,tjr 
son of Compsus (for as to Compsus's brother Crisp's,-  Who mid 
onec .been governor of the city under the groat kind ; ' 	Xrippaj, 
Ile was beyond Jordan in his own possessions) ; all tie „ 

• That this Fiet4444*.atilor,  W111 61.  (11(1 	r Crea: • 

pears by his cuina it  ill remoirtiot ;'io 

   
  



THE LIFE Ot FLAVIUS JOSEPIH.15. 

before named gave their advice, that the city should then con-
tinue in their allegiance to the Romans, and to the king. But 
Pistus, who was guided by his son Justus, did not acquiesce in 
that resolution ; otherwise he was himself naturally of a geed 
and virtuous character. But the second faction was comp(ked 
of the most ignoble persons, and was determined for war. But 
as for Justus, the son of Pistus, who was the head of the third 
faction, although he. pretended to be doubtful about going.to 
war, yet was he really desirous of innovation, as supposing.that 
he should gain power to himself by the change of affairs. He 
therefore came into the midst of them, and endeavoured to in,  
form the multitude, that " the city Tiberias• had ever been a 
" city of Galilee, and that in the days of - Herod the tetrarch, 
" who had built it, it had obtained the principal place, and that • 
" he had ordered that the city Sepphoris should be subordinate 
" to the city Tiberias; that they had not lost this pre-eminence 
" even under Agrippa the ffither, but had retained it until Felix 
64  was procurator of Judea. But he told them, that now they 
" had been so unfortunate as to be made a present by Nero to 
".Agrippa junior ; and that, upon Seitphoris's submiSsion of 
" itself to the Romans, that was become the capital city of- Ga-
" lilee, and that the royal treasury and the archives were now 
" removed from them." When he had spoken these things, 
and a great many more against Agrippa, in order to provoke 
•the,people to a revolt, he added, . that " this was the time for 

them to take arms, and join with the Galileans as their confe-
" derates (whom. they might command, and, who would now 
cc willingly assist them out of the hatred they bare to the people 
64 of Sepphoris, because they preserved their fidelity. to the Ro-
cc mans), and to gather a great number of forces in order  to  

punish them." And, as he said this, he exhoated the multi-
tune [to go to war];. for his abilities lay in making harangues to 
the people, and 'in being too hard in his •speeches for such as 
opi,)sed him, though they advised wla4 w:Is more to their ad-
vantage, and this by his craftiness and his fallacies, for he wits 
'hot unskilful in the learning of the Greeks, and in dependence 
on that-skill it was, that he undertook to write a history of these 
affairs, as aiming by this way of haranguing to disguise the truth. 
But as to this man, and how ill were his character and conduct 

   
  



S 	 THE LIFE OF FLAVIUS JOSEPHI1S. 

of life, and how he.and his brother were, in great measure, the 
authors of our destruction, I shall give the reader an account in 
the progress of my narration. So when Justus had, by his per-
suasions, prevailed with the citizens of Tiberias to tate arms, 
nay, and had forced a great many so to do against their will, he 
went out, and set the villages that belonged to Gadara and 
Hippos on fire.; which villages were situated on the borders of 
Tiberias, and a the region of Scythopolis. 

10. And this was the state Tiberias was now in. But as for 
Gischala, i f.fthirs Were thus: :When John, the. son of Levi, 
saw some of the citizens much elevated upon theirerevolt from 
the Romans, he laboured to restrain them, and entreated them,. 
that they would keep their allegiance to them. But he could. 
not gain his purpose, although he did his endeavours to the ut-
most; for the neighbouring people of Gadara, and Gadara, and 
Sogana, with the Tyrians, got together a great army, and fell 
upon Gischala, and took Gischala by force, and set it on fire; 
and when they had entirely demolished it, they returned home. 
Upon which Jahn was so enraged, that he armed all his men, 
and joined battle with the people forementioned, and rebuilt 
Gischala after a manner better than before, and fortified it with,  
walls for its future security. 

11. But Gamala persevered in its allegiance to the Romans, 
for the reason following: Philip the son of Jacimus, who  wa r'  
their governor ender king Agrippa, had been unexpectedly pm 
served when the royal palace at Jerusalem had been besieg 
• but, as h fled away, had fallen into another &Inger. and tint 
was, of being killed by Ilitanahern, and the robber.; Oro 
with him ; but certain Babylonians, who were elf hi 
and were then in Jerusalem, hindered the robbers fry re e 
their design. So Philip staid there four days, air', iledl k‘ ay 
the fifth;  having disguised himself with fictitious 	that h 
might not be discovered ; and when he was come t one of the. 
villages to him belong*, but one that was situated at die 1 e • 
ders of the citadel of Gamala, he sent to some 1f tie ;.-.e tie a• 
were under hint, and commanded them, to CODE' j! 

God himself hindered that his intention, and thi,i 
advantag:c :11,(>  *Ilya 11  not so hapi• 	b,• 
perished. - 	levet having seized 'pee 

   
  



THE LIFE OF FLAVIUS JOSEPIIUS, 

wrote to Agrippa and Bernice, and gave them to one of his 
freedmen to carry them to Varus, who at this time was procu-
rator of the kingdom, which the king and his sister had intrusted 
them withal, while they were gone to Berytus with an intention 
of meeting Gessius. .When Varus had received these letters of 
Philip, and had learned that he was preserved, he was very un-
easy at it, as supposing that he should appear useless to the king 
and his sister, now Philip was come. He therefore produced.. 
the carrier of the letters before the multitude, and accused him 
of forging the same ; and said, that he spake falsely when he 
related that Philip was at Jerusalem, fighting among the Jews 
against the Romans. So he slew him. And when this freed-
man of Philip did not return again, Philip was doubtful what 
should be the occasion of his stay, and sent a second messenger 
with letters, that he might, upon his return, inform him what 
had befallen the other that had been sent before, and why he 
tarried so long. Varus accused this messenger also, when 11' 
came, of telling a falsehood, and slew him. For he was puffe 
up by the Syrians that were at Cesarea, and had great expecta 
tions; for they said that Agrippa would 	slain by the Romans 
for the crimes which the Jews had committed, and that he shoul 
himself take the government, as derived from their kings; for 
Varus was, by the confession of all, of the royal family, as being, 
a. descendant of Sohemus, who had enjoyed a tetrarchy abou 
Iiibanus ; for which reason it was that he was puffed up, an 
kept the letters to himself. He contrived, also, that the king 
should not meet with those writings, by guarding all the passes 

'lest any one should escape, and inform the king what-had been 
done. He moreover slew many of the Jews, in order to gratify 
the Syrians of, Cesarea. He had a mind also to join - with the 
Trachonites in J3atanca, and to take up arms and make an assaul, 
upo:1 the Babylonian Jews that were at Ecbatnna ; for that w 
the name they went by. He therefore called to him twelve ol 

Jews of Cesarea, of the best character, and ordered them to 
go to Ecbutana, and inform their countiymen who dwelt there 
that Varus bath heard, that " you intend to march against the 
" king; lint, not believing that report, he bath sent us to per-
" snade you to .lay dov7 your arm;, and that this compliance 

will be a sign, that he did well not to give credit to those that 
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" raised the report concerning you." He also enjoined them to.  
send seventy of their principal men to make a defence for them 
as to the accusation laid against them. So when the twelve 
messengers came to their countrymen at Ecbatana, aid found 
that they had no designs of innovation at all, they persuaded 
them to send the seventy men also; who, not at all suspecting 
what would come, sent them accordingly. So these seventy* -
went down to Ce:zarea, together with the twelve * ambassadors ; 
where Varus met them with the king's forces, and slew them all, 
together with the [twelve] ambassadors, and made an expedition 
against the Jews of Ecbatana. But one there was of the seventy 
who escaped, and made haste to inform the Jews of their com-
ing; upon which they took their arms, with their wives and 
children, and retired to the citadel at Gamala, leaving their own 
villages full of all sorts cf good things, and having many ten 
thousands of cattle therein. When Philip was informed of these 
things, he also came to the citadel of Gamala ; and when he was 
come, the multitude cried aloud, and de::ired him to resume the 
government, and to make an expedition against Varus, and the ' 
Syrians of Cesarea for it was reported that they had slain the 
king. But Philip restrained their zeal, and put them in mind 
of the benefits the king had bestowed upon theme ; and told them 
how powerful the Romans were, and said it was not for their 
advantage to' make war with them; and at length he prevailed 
with them.. But now, when the king was acquainted with Va-
rus's design, which was to cut olf the Jews of Cesare% being 
many ten thousands, with their wives and children,. and  
one day, he called to him Equiculus Modius, andd - sent JAN I 
be Varus'S successor, as we have elsewhere rel.nc.,i. dart stilt 

• Philip kept possession of the citadel of Cam.4 and 
country adjoining to it, which thereby continued in th.,:ic 
giance to theillonans. 

12. Now;as• soon as I was come into Galilee, and hid learned 
this state of things by the information of such as toll! me of .  t!-
I wrote to the sanhedrim at Jerusalem about them, and raquired-
their direetien what I should do. Their direction was, that 
should continue there, and that, if my fellow-hgateg v,...re will- 

* The rstmotu Jewi• h nomixt'. of twelve: and zcvf.31:). 	rernarkabt,!. 
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'  ing,  .  t ion join with them in the care of Galilee. But those 
my fellow-legates, having gotten great riches from those tithes 
which as priests were their dues, and were given to them, deter-
mined to return to their own country. Yet when I desired them 
to stay so long, that we might first settle the public aiiitirs, they 
complied with me. So I removed, together with them, from the 
city of Sepphoris, and came to a certain village called Betitmaus, 
four furlongs distant from Tiberias ; and thence I sent messen-
gers to the senate of Tiberias, and desired that the principal men 

1..  of the city would come to me : and when they were come, Justus 
himself being also with them, I told them, that I was sent to them 

' by the people of Jerusalem as a legate, together With these other 
priests, in order to persuade them to ,demolish that house which 
Herod the tetrarch had built there, and which had the figures of 

t.  living creatures in it, although our laws have forbidden us to* 
make any such figures; and I desired, that they NN'ould give us 

r
i'  leave so to do immediately. But for a good while Capellus and 
t  the principal men belonging to the city would not give us leave, 
r•  but were at length entirely overcome by us, and were induced to , 

be of our opinion. So Jesus the son of 4;apphias, one of those 
whOm we have already mentioned as the leader of a seditious 
tumult of mariners and poor people, prevented us, and took with 
him certain Galileans, and. set the. entire palace on fire, and 
thought he should get a great deal of money thereby, because he 
saw some of the roofs gilt with gold. They also plundered a 
great deal of the furniture, which was done. without our appro- 

P, bation ; for, after we had discoursed with Capellus and the prin- 
11'.,  cipal men of the city, we departed film] Bethinaus, and went into 

the upper Galilee. But Jesus and his party slew all the Greeks 
that were inhabitants of Tiberias, and as many others as were 

' their enemies befux the war began. 
;.3. When, I. understood this state of things, I was greatly pro-

voked, and went down to Tiberias, and took :ill the care I could 
o,'-llte royal furniture, to. recover all thi.t could be recovered 
from such as had plundered it. Thcy consisted of candlesticks 
;nade of Corinthian brass, and c f toyal tables, and of a great 
quantity-of tmeoined silver; and .I resolved to,  preserve whatsn• 
ever came to.  my kind for the kini!. So I sent:for ten of the 
principal men of the i'enate, and for Capellus the son of Antyllus, 

—And committed the furniture Jo thew_;
, 

--,vith  thk charge, that 

   
  



12 	' 	THE LIFE OF ELAM'S JOSEPTICTS. 

they should part with it to nobody else but to myself. From 
thence I and my fellow-legates went to Gisehala, to John, as de-
sirous to know his intentions, and soon saw that he was for in 
novations, and had a mind to the principality; for he &tired mc 
to give him authority to carry off that corn which belonged to 
Casar, and lay in the villages of Upper Galilee; and. he pre-
tended that he would expend what it came to in building the 
walls of his own city. But when I perceived what he endeavoured 
at, and what he had in his mind, I said I would not permit him 
so to do; for that I thought either to keep it for the Romans, 
or for myself, now I was entrusted with the public affairs there 
by the people of Jerusalem. But, when he was not able to 
prevail with me, he betook himself to my fellow-legates; for 
they had no sagacity in providing for futurity, and were very 
ready to take bribes. So he corrupted them with money to de-
cree, that all that corn which was within his province should be 
delivered to him ; while I, who was but one, was' outvoted by 
two, and held my tongue. Then did John introduce another,  
cunning contrivance of his; for he said, that those Jews who in-
habited Cesarea Philippi, and were shut up by the order of the 
king's deputy there, had sent to him to desire him, that, since 
they had no oil that was pure for their use, he would provide; 
a sufficient quantity of such oil for them; lest they should be 
forced to make use of oil ,that came from the Greeks, and 
thereby transgress their own laws. Now this was said by John, 
not out of his regard to religion, but out of his most flagrant 
desire of gain; for he• knew, that two sextarics were sold with 

liwthem  of Cesarea for one drachma, but that at Ghehala four- 
-  scare sextarics were sold for four sextarics. So he gave order 

that all the oil which was there should be carried awry., as having 
my permission for so doing; which yet I did not grin,. hint 
voluntarily, b  • dy out of fear of the multitude, ..iliec, .,- / 
had forbiddo : ,), I should have been stoned by the:. •, 

il 

I had therefore permitted this to be done by Jolt • 
vast sums of money by this his knavery. 

14.  But N. hen I had dismissed my fellow-legates, mid 54.-nt 
them back, to Jettp,alion, I took care to have arms provi&d, and 
tbegities fo:tified. .rt:“,,, when I had sent for the most hardy 
among ,llo obbers, I ,;;i,,v -  that it was not i,n my power to take 
&i,- vt.,-t c7onl  :.'1.'ijA ; 11:t I persuaded the rhtlitto!1.‘ 1:..: all4y.i, 
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them money as pay, and told them it was better for them to 
give them a little willingly, rather than to [he forced to over-
look them when they plundered their goods from them. And 
when I had obliged them to take an oath not to come into that 
country, unless they were invited to come, or else when they 
had not their pay given them, I dismissed them, and charged 
them neither to make an expedition against the Romans, nor 
against those their neighbours that Illy round about them ; for 
my first care was to keep Galilee in peace. So I was willing to 
have the principal of the GaMeans, in all seventy, as hostages 
for their fidelity, but still under the notion of friendship. Ac-
cordingly, I made them my friends and companions as I jour-
neyed, and set them to judge causes; and with their approba-
tion it was that I gave my sentences, while I endeavoured not 
to mistake what justice required, and to keep my hands clear of 
all bribery in those determinations. 

15. I was now about the thirtieth year of my age; in which 
t, 

	

	time of life it is a hard thing for any one to escape the calumnies 
of the envious, although he restrain himself from fulfilling any 
unlawful desires, especially where a persoR is in great authority. 
Vet did I preserve every woman free from injuries; and, as to 
what presents were offered me, I despised them, as not standing 

ll
w
in need of them. Nor indeed would I take those tithes, which 

ere due to Inc as a priest, from those that brought them. Yet 
o 

'do I confess, that 1 took part of the spoils of those Syrians which 
inhabited the cities that adjoined to us, when I had conquered 
them, and that I sent them to my kindred at Jerusalem; although; 

W  when I twice took Scpphoris by force, and Tiberias four times, 
and Gadara once, and when I had subdued and taken John, who 
often laid treacherous snares for me, I did not punish [with 
death] either him or any of the people fore-named, as the pro-
zrecs of this discourse will show. And on this account, I sup-
:io;e, it was that God*, who is never unacquainted with those 
thalseo as they ought to do, delivered me still out of the hands 

1

u  

,  • our Josephus shows, bosh hero and every where, that he was a most rOligiou-: 
•rson, and pne that had a deep sense of God and his providence upon his mind, and 

'  cribed all his numerous and wonderful escapes and preservations, in times of (finger, 
'  God's bleS•Ang him, and taking care of him, and this on account of his acts of pi,. ry, 

'fstict, humanity, and charity, to the Jews his Lzethttp, 
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of these my enemies, and afterward preserved me when I felr 
into those many dangers which I shall relate hereafter. 

1G. Now the multitude of the Galileans had that great kind-
ness for me, and fidelity to me, that when .their cities Mere taken 
by force, and their wives and children carried into slavery, they 
did not so deeply lament for their own calamities, as they were 
solicitous for my preservation. But when John saw this, he en-
vied me, and wrote to me, desiring that I would give him leave 
to come down, and make use of the hot baths of Tiberias for 
the recovery of the health of his body. Accordingly, I did not 
hinder him, as having no suspicion of any wicked designs of 
his; . and I wrote to those to whom I had committed the admi-
nistration of the affairs of Tiberias by name, that they should 
provide a lodging for John, and for such as should come with 
him, and should procure him what necessaries soever he should 
stand in need of. Now at this time my abode was in a village 
of Galilee, which is named Cana. 

17. But when John was come to the city of Tiberias, he per-
suaded the men to revolt from their fidelity to me, and to adhere 
to him; and many of them gladly received that invitation of his, 
as ever fond of innovations, and by nature disposed to changes, 
and delighting in seditious ; but they were chiefly Justus and, his 
father Pistus, that were earnest in their revolt from me, and 
their adherence to John. But I came upon them, and prevented 
them ; for a messenger had come to me from Silas, whom I had 
made governor of Tiberias, as I have said already, and leid told 
me of the inclinations of the people of Tiberias, andailvisel me 
to make haste thither; for that, if I .nrade any delay, the city 
would come under another's jurisdiction.  Upon the receipt' of 
this letter of Silas, I took two hundred men along with 'Me, and 
travelled ail night, having sent before a messenger to let 'th0 

tk people of ` .Iberia' know that I was corning to them. IV:i.:n I.  
tame newt: 'the city, which was early :in the niorniwr, ;he mul-
titude t."ifile out to meet me : and John "came with th:• n, a- .' ..,a-
lott&Mt'  but in a mostlisnirhed roaliner, as being afraid drit 

*ot 
mint  was to call him to an ;lc-Count for what I was Tvw 

'reigible he was  doing. '  So he, in-great haste, went to .hi,, lo;r2,--
ing: But Iviren I Was in The open place of the city, liax;;;; di,z.. 
in i.(-Ji tile cruards I had about Me, excepting' one, and f.en ill: c.ted 
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men that were with him, 1 attempted to make a speech to the 
multitude of the people of Tiberias ; and, statolin on a certain 
elevated place, I entreated them not to be so hasty. in their re-
volt; for that such a change in their behaviour would he to their 
reproach, and that they would then justly bt, suspected by those 
that should be their governors hereafter, as if they were not 
likely to be faithful to them neither. 

18. But, before I had spoken all I designed, I heard one of 
my own domestics bidding me come down; for that it was not a 
proper time to take care of retaining the good will of the people 
of Tiberias, but to provide for my own safety, and escape my 
enemies there; for John had chosen the most trusty of those armed 
men that were about him out of those thousand that he had with 

; 	him, and had given them orders, when he sent them, to kill me, 
having learned that I was alone, excepting some of my domestics. 

i 	So those that were sent came as they were ordered, and they had 
1, .  executed what they came about, had I not leaped down from the 
I elevation I stood on, and with one of my guards, whose name 
'  . was James, been carried [out of the crowd] upon the back of 

Fill ne Herod of Tibcrias, and guided by him down to the lake, 
where I seized a ship, and got into it, and escaped my enemies 

ip 

unexpectedly, and came to Tarieheze. 	 . 

lip.. , 19. Now, as soon as the inhabitants of that city understood the 
. perfidiousness: 	of the people of Tiberias, they were greatly pro- 

voked at them. So they snatched up their arms, and desired me 
o be their leader against them; for they said they would avenge 

their commander's cause upon them. They also carried the re-
ort of what had be:na done to me to all the C;alileans, and ea-

gerly endeavoured to irritate them against time people of Tibe- 
as, and desired that vast numbers of them would get together, 
nd conic to them, that they Might act in concert with their corn- - 

mar der, what should be determined as fit to be done. Accord.-
ingly, the Galileans came to me in great numbers, from all parts, 
%'1,• ,.411e.ir weapons, and besought me to assault Tiberias, to take. 
it by force, and to demolish it, till it lay even with the grOund. 

r'  nod then to make slaves of its inhabitants, with their wives awl 
• children 	Those that were Josephus's fi lends also, and loot 

escaped out of Tiberias, gave him the same advice. But I did 
uotcomply with them, thinking it a terrible thing to begin a ei+il 

   
  



E; 	THE LIFT, of PLAVIUS JO5EPHO3. 4  

war among them ; for I thought that this contention ought 
to proceed farther than words ; nay, I told them that it was 
for their own advantage to do what they would have me to 
while the Romans expected no other than that we &aid 
stroy one another by our mutual seditions. And by saying 

put a stop to the anger of the Galileans. 
20. But now John was afraid for himself, since his treadle' 

had proved unsuccessful. So he took the armed men that wer 
about him, and removed from Tiberias to Gischala, and wrote to 
me to apologise for himself concerning what had been done, a 
if it had been done without his approbation, and desired me t 
have no suspicion of him to his disadvantage. He also added. 
oaths and certain horrible curses upon himself, and supposed h 
should be thereby believed in the points he wrote about to 
me. 

21. But now another great number of the Galileans came to-
gether again with their weapons, as knowing the man, how 
wicked and how sadly perjured he was, and desired me to lea 
them against him, and promised me that they would utterly de 
stroy both him and Gischala. Hereupon I professed, that I wa 
obliged to them for their readiness to serve me, and that I would 
more than requite that their good will to me. However, I en-
treated them to restrain themselves, and begged of them to give 
me leave to do what I intended, which was to put an end to these 
troubles without bloodshed; and when I had prevailed with the 
multitude of the Galileans to let me (lo so, I came to Sepphoris. 

22. But the inhabitants of this city having determined to eon 
tinue in their allegiance to the Romans, were afraid of my corn 
tug to them, and tried, by putting me upon another action, to di 

I 

yea mc, that they might be ifreed from the terror they were ,in 
Accordingly they sent to Jesus, the captain of those robbers wit 
were in the confines of Ptolemais; and promised to give 
great deal of money, if he would come with those forces 
with him, which were in number eight hundred, and figh 
us. Accordingly he complied with what they desired, up(:: tiler 
promises 	had .made him, and was desirous to fall upon 1.3:  
\dial vd: were unprepared for him, and knew nothing of 

.Litceliand. So he sent to me, and desired that I would 
1;.,ave to come and salute me, When I had given .lilac.  7`t 

I    
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. that leave, which I did without the leaq knowledge of his treach-
erous intentions beforehand, he took his band of robbers, and 

k 
made haste to co7ne to me. Vet did not this his knavery suc-
ceed well at last ; ior, as he was already neatly apnroinititur. one 

11.,,,  of those with him deserted him, and Caine to Inc, and tuid me 
what he had undertaken to do. When I was informed of this, 

F 

	

	I went into the market-place, and prctend..d to know nothing of 
his treacherous purpose. I took with me many Galil:ans that 
were armed, as also some of those of Tiberias; and, when I had 
given orders that all the roads should be• carefully guarded, I 
charged the keepers of the gates to give admittance to none but 

Y  Jesus, when he came, with the principal of his ;nen, and to ex- 
li  elude the rest; and in ease they aimed to force themselves in, to 

use stripes (ill order to repel them). Accordingly, those that 
had received such a charge did...As they were bidden, and jesus 
came hi with a few others ; and when I had ordered him to throw 
down his arms 'immediately, and told him, that if he refused so 
to do, he was a dead man, la., seeing armed men standing all 
round about him, was terrified, and complied ; and as for those 

r'',  of his followers that were excluded, when,,,thev were  informe'd 
that he was seized, they ran away. I the,: callt..1 Jesus to me by 
himself, and told him, that " I was not a strannxr to that teach-
" trolls design he had against me, nor was .1 i.1-rorant by whom 
" he was sent for; that, however, I would forgi,'e what he had 
" done already, if he would repent of it, and be faithful to me 
" licreafter." And thus, upon his promise to do all that I -  de- 

l.,  sired, I let him go, and gave him lea's to get thos(_ wham 
lie loal formerly had with him together ta,:ain. But I threat, a,;',! 
the inhabitants of Sepphoris, that, if they wt,tdit not I cave off 
their ungrateThl treatment of me, I troula punish them suf-
ficiently. 

It i 	‘23. At this time it was that two great mcii,who  w 	were under 
die jurisdiction of the Ling (Agrippa), came to me out of the 
regi...:: of Trachoniti,, bringing thei r  horses and their arms, and 
carrying with them their money also; and when the Jews would 

1 )'  .n•IL.t. them to he circumcised, if thcv would stay amoi ,g  cu m, 1 
wnuld not permit them to have any force put upon them', hut 

., 	.1.,..,4,,,,,'s up ,,,1,,a f• ialt, w, it AS omit Lotiti-, tli  o 	.t, on .''ss to 1;c  v  rtrittzt,!tj 

Ic..r .III: (;,,,I ,:, 000lir'to lest  t.mil  tuvid• r., •••, •0 ; :i, 1r  t  r, / I.,' ,:wt.tt!!t!,1  i• tw,mt , T.: (ll' 

V CA., r, 
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said to them, " Every one ought to worship God according to 
" his own inclinations, and not to be constrained by force ; and 
" that these men, who had fled to us for protection, ought not 
" to be so treated as to repent of their coming hither." And 
when I had pacified the multitude, I provided for the men that 
were come to us whatsoever it was they wanted, according to 
their usual way of living, and that in great plenty also. 

Now• king Agrippa sent an army to make themselves 
masters of the citadel of Gamala, and over it Equiculus Modius 
but the forces that Nvere sent were not mow to encompass the 
citadel quite round, but lay hetbre it in the open places, and be-
sieged it. But when Ebutius the decurion, who was intrusted 
with the government of the great plain, heard that I was at Si-
monias, a village s.ituated in the confines of Galilee, and was dis-
tant from him sixty furlongs, he took a hundred horsemen that 
were with him by night, and a certain number of foot-men, 
:about two hundred, and brought the inhabitants of the city 
Gibea along with him as auxiliaries!, and marched in the night, 
and came to the village where I abode. Upon this 1 pitched my 
camp over-against him, which had a great number of forces it: 
:t; but Ebutius tried to draw us down into the plain, as greatly 
depending on his horsemen ; but we would not come down 
tOr when I was satisfied of the advantage that his horse would 
have if we came down into the plain, v hile we were all foot-
men, I resolved to join battle with the enemy where I was. 
Now Ebutius and his party made a courageous opposition for 
some time : but when he saw that his horse were useless to him 
in that place, be retired back to the city Gibea, having lost three 
Qf his men in the fight. So I followed him directly with two 
thousand armed men; and \\lull  I was at the .city Besara, 'that 
lay in the confines of Ptolemais, but twenty furlongs from Gibea;  
where Ebtaius abode, I placed my armed men on tF 
side of,the village; and gave orders that they should guanl 
passes with great care, that the enemy should not disturb u,  
-oe should have carried off the corn, a great quantity of whieti 
by the::: ; it belonged to Bernice the queen, and had hcco 

religion; as one may 'here obs,.tve on the enntrety, that the rent of the JE,75  wer.. 40 

for obliging al the,  c e.ho nt:,i.ied Jews to be circumcited, and reroute J01/3,  Pro' VICO, 

lellt , u4  destroy all ti3.-.t would nut submit w..1 to do. See stet, ;' tA:4d Ltd r, 	' , 
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* 
thered together out of the neighb.'Atring villages into lksara: so I 
loaded my camels and asses, a great number of which I had 
brought along with tile, and sent the earn into Galilee. .11-1t.:n  '... 
I had done this, 1 offered Ebutie.s hank. ; hut When he would 
not accept of tine offer, fur he was terrified at our readiness and 
courage, I altered my route, and marched tow;ads Neopolitanus, 
because I had heard that the country about 1Th:erias was laid 
waste by him. 1 his Neopolitanus was captain of a troop of 
horse, and had the custody of Scythopolis ;unlisted to his care 
by the enemy; and when I had hindertal hint from doing any: 
farther mischief to Tiberias, I set myself to make provision for 
the affairs of Galilee. 

25. But when John, the son of Levi, who, as we before told;  
you, abode at Gisehala, was-  informed how all things had sue-' 
ceeded to my mind, and that 1 was much in fay.our with those 
that were under mc, as also that the enemy were greatly afraid 
of me, he was not pleased with it, as thinking my prosperity 
tended to his ruin. So he- took up a bitter envy and ‘:‘:-:ity 
against me; and hoping, that if he could i:,21tfine thoie that 

lo
p-•  .. ere under me to bate lino, he should put areend to the prosper;-

'  ity I was in, he tried to persuaike the inhabitants of TI;cri.ds,, 
and of Sepphoris; (and for those of (aablwa he Fa i..i.oF7(1 they 
would be, also of the same mind with the other?), which WC1'e the 

1 	greatest cities of Galilee, to revolt from their sill,ject:on to me, 
and to he of his party ; and told them, that he wouh: ,.,:mnand 
them better than I did. As for the people of S ••,ph:nri.,n, who 
belonged to neither of us, l•xcause they had eitossnt to' ! in sub-
jection to the Romans, thev'sdid not comply .,.:ith his proposal,  
anal lOr those of Tiberias, they did not indeed so 1:1r comply as,  
to make a revolt from under me, hint they agreed to he In f...iend.• 
while the inhabitants of 6:ibara did go over to ,loin ; a;: J :4. tva 
Simon: that persuaded them so to do, one who w:,.5., I- of!, . .  .:-..;II- 

ocipal man in the city, and a particular friend and co:.  t 
 

: i 0 
Join,.. It is true, these did not openly own the m..ltint.:: i re 

' volt, because they were in great fear of the Galibans. avid 
frequent experience of the good-will they hare to Inc; vet 
they privately .tvatch for a proper opportunity to lay Sri 
ide  ; and indeed I therchy came Iwo the ,.iea.t.'.1. dauger, 
occasion followin«. 

r 
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26. There were some bold young men of the village of Da-
haritta, who observed that the wife of Ptolemy, the king's pro-
curator, was to. make a progress over the great iRlain with a / 
mighty attendance, and with some horsemen that fgllowed as a 
guard 'to them, and this out of a country that was subject to the 
king and queen, into the jurisdiction of the Romans; and fell 
upon them on the sudden, and obliged the wife of Ptolemy to fly 

k.  away, and plundered all the carriages. They also came to me 
to Tarichew, with four mules' loading of garments, and other 
furniture; and the weight of the silver they brought was not 
small, and there were five hundred pieces of gold also. Now 1 
had a mind to preserve these spoils for Ptolemy, who was my 
countryman; and it is prohibited* us br our laws even to spoil 
our enemies ; so .1 said to those that brought these spoils, that 
they ought to be kept in order to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem 
with them, when they came to be sold. But the young men took 
it very ill that they did not receive a part of these spoils for 
themselves, as they expected to have done; so they went among 

, the villages, in the neighbourhood of Tiberias, and told the ",1 
;  people, that I was going to betray their country to the Romans, 

anal that I used deceitful language to them, when I said, that 
what had been thus gotten by rapine should be kept for the re-
building of the walls of the city of Jerusalem; although I had 
resolved to restore these spoils again to their former owner. 

0̀   And indeed they were herein not mistaken as to my intentions; 
for when I had gotten clear of them, I sent for two of the prin-
cipal men, Mission, and Jaimeus the son of Levi, persons that 
were among the chief friends of the Ling, and commanded them 

0 . 	 11  
* 1-.7.• J 	 al  could say here th:.t the Jewish luw.i fuibade them to " spoil eve* 

o  
lir 

t
" thc:r nein, 	while yet, a iittle Lame his time, cur Saviour had mentioned it''ss 
then a cottot maxim with them, " Thou &hall love thy neighbour, and hate thiu.: 
" ellenri,"  :Mat., v. 43. is worth inn inquiry., I take it that Joscphus, havin;: h, ,..i• 
;low for  itipy  70;;;;:, no  Eli sits Otri,tian, litd learned this inlerpretatIon of th- '. .. •  

fr(Int Chrlr;, iv! OM he otttINI for the tme ; le,;;ali, a$ it futh,vo in the slt-,. ,  .1:.,, 1 
'which thrms;l1 he might not read in Sr. Matthew's gepel, yet migh the hAt 1 • 

niuldt the wile exposition in their us 	11,10,iite er Nruarene gospel ii-.e!C: (.1 ,,4 
gel' improv..mcm. male }.y .tosrrhttg, aftti: In, a-,,s !gnome a Christian, we ha,.; .1  

i ready had sevetal es.amples io thic WI li(r, stet, ti. i:s. 15. 19. 9.1.)4, a;.d sh.,1 I, :t ' 
nippy more therein beftee itc cu.:lotion, 1. well as we have theta ehe-Isere in 
latter wint.n“.73. 
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to take the furniture that had been plundered, and to send it to 
him ; and I threatened that I would order them to be put to 
death by way of punislunent, if they discovered this my com-
mand to any other person. 

27. Now, when all Galilee was lilted with this rumour, that 
II 	their country was about to be betrayed by me to the Romans, 

• •  and when all men were exasperated agaiw.t me, and ready to 
• bring me to punishment, the inhabitants of Tarieheze did also 

.-  themselves suppose that what the young men said was true, and 
,.,  persuaded my guards and armed men to leave me when I was 

asletep, and to conic preseetly to the hippodrome, in order there 
to talw counsel against me their commander. And, when they 
had prevailed with them, and they were •,otten together, they 
found thei.e a great company as, ,‘nibled al-eady, who all .ioined 
in one clamour, to bring the ;n• :i who was so wicked to them as 
to betray them, to his due punishment; and it was Jesus., the son 
of Sapphias, who principally sot them , m. lie was ruler in Ti- i 
beri.e., a wicked man, and naturally disposed to make disturb- 
ances in matters of consevence; a seditious person he was in- 

" 	deed, and an innovator beyond every body  IA  else. I le then took 
• 

. •  the laws of ItioAt, Lao his hands, and came into the midst of the 
;people, and said, ::0 my fellow-citizens! if you are not disposed 
'." to hate Joseph 	on your ow i account, have regard, however, 
" to these laws of your country, which your commander in chief 
" is going to betray; hate him therefore on both these accounts, 
" and bring the man who bath acted thus insolently, to his de-
" served punishment." 

2t. When he had said this, and the multitude had openly ap-
plauded hiin for what he had said, he took some of the armed . 
ince, and made haste away to the house in which I lodged, as if 
he Would kill me immediately, while I was wholly insensible of 

.all till this disturbance happencd ; and, by reason of the pains I 
'bad been taking, was fallen fait aslet•p. But Simon, who was 
hum...tett with the care of my body, and •was the only person 
that stayed w;t1i me, and saw the violent incursion the citizens 
made upon me, awaked me, and told me of the danger I Wa3 
in, and desired me to let hint kill me, that I might die bravely., 
oie' like a general, before my enemies came in, and foieett.me 
I to kill mvself l, or killed. me thent,elves, Thtt,,  did lie discourse .,  
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16 me; but I committed the care of my life to God, and made 
haste to go) ou: to the multitude. Accordingly, I put on a black 
garment, and hung my sword at my neck, and Nvoit by such a 
different way to the hippodrome, wherein I thought Cone of my 
adversaries would meet mc; ') I appeared among them on the 
sudden, and fell down flat on the earth, and bcdewed the ground 
with my tears: then I seemed to them all an object of canvas- 

Iowaon. And when I perceived the change that was made in the 
• multitude, I tried to divide their opinions, betine the armed men 

should return from my house; so I granted them, that I had 
been as wicked as they supposed the to be; but still I entreated 
them to let me first inform them fin' what use 1 had kept that 
money which arose from the plunder, and that they might. then 
hill the if they pleased: and, upon the multitude', ordering me 
to speak, the armed men came upon HIP, and when they saw me, 
they ran to kill inc ; but, When the multitude hid them hold their 
hands, they complied, and expected that as soon as 1 should own 
to them that I kept the money for the king, it would be looked 
on as a confession of my treason, and they should then be allowed 
to kill me. 

29. When, therefore, silence was made by the whole multi-
tude, 

 
I spake thus to them : " 0 my countrymen ! I refuse not , 

" to die, if justice so require. However, I am desirous to tell : 
" you the truth of this matter before I die; fur as I know that 1 
" this City. of yours ['larkhew] was a city of great hospitality, 
"and tilled with abundance of such men r -  have left their own ' 
" countries, and are come hither to be ea. -„I',.r.i of your fortune 
" whatev '.'t be, I had a mind to OnA 1\ ;:is about it, out of 
" this mN  t. y, for which you arc so angry with mc, while yet it 

was to he expended in building, your own walls." Upon my .i  
Buying this, the people of 'raticl..ete and the strangers cried out, 
that " they gave me thanks, and desired Inc to be of pod colt-
" Mge."  Althutu2:1t the Galileaw and the people of 'Tiberias 
continued in their wrath against me, insomuch that they .: ,1,•••- a, 
a tumult lunette; them, while some thretnened to I:ill me, :nil 
sortie „1,;41 me 'not to :. -Li ard them ; but when ! promised d,(nt 

!'  that I would build them walls at TihcC.as, and at othe  ,.11:111 
qt  chat wanted them, they gave eiAit to what I promised, ;.,t .: ...... 

wii ted  every one to his own home. 	So I escaped the folf  il.t..1:- • -, 
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tioned danger, beyond all my hopes, and returned to my own 
house, accompanied with my friends, and twenty armed men 
also. 

30. However, these robbers and other authors of this tumult, 
who were afraid on their of account, lest I should punish them 
for what they had done, took six hundr.‘d armed men, and came 
to the house where I ahoth?, in order to set it on lire. When 
this their insult was told me, I thougkt it indecent for me to run 
away, and I resolved to expese myrolt: to 	nod to act with 
some boldness; so I gave orders to shut the doors, and went up 
into an upper room, and desired that they would send some of 
their men in to receive the 1110110V [fi•om the spoils] ; for I told 
them they would then have no occasion to he angry with me ; mid 
when they had sent in one of the boldest of them all, I had hint 
whipped severely, and I. commanded that one of hi:; hands should 
be cut off, and hung about his neck ; and in this case was he put 
out to those that sent him. 	t 'Ideli procedure of mine they 
were greatly affrighted, and in no small consternation, .and were 
afraid that tlicv should themselves be served in like manner, if 
they stayed there ; for they supposed that ,I had in the house 
more armed men than they had themselves; so they ran away 
immediately, while I, by the use of this stratagem, escaped this 
their second treacherous design against 

31. But there were still sonic that irritated the multitude 
against me, and said that those great men that belonged to the 
king, ought not to be suffered to live, if they would not change 
their religion to the religion of those to whom they lied for safety ; 

• they spake reproachfully of them also, and said, that thq ‘vs..P2 
wizards 	and such as called in the Romans upon thera. 
the multitude was won deluded IN such plausible pretences as 
were. agreeable to their own inclinations, ice! were int.wail:4 on 
lov them. But %viten 1 was informed of this, I inaraA..;!. tl 
'multitude again, that those that OA to them foe r:•rofe o 
not to be persecuted ; I also laughed at the alley:diion 
witchcraft'", and told them that the Romani would nut tiro 
t;o many ten thow•and soldiers, if they could overcome tiv.i 

wi• may ob•crvp lit 	JewINIt 1111a11113 
4,1 cvowen,tnce. 
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mies by wizards. Upon my saying this, the people a::,sented for 
a while ; but they returned afterwards, as irritated by sonic ill 
people, against the great men ; 11:1V,  they otiee made an assault 
upon the house in which they dwelt at Tarichele, in Order to kill 
them; which when 1 was informed of, I was afraid lest so hor-
rid a crime should take effect, and nobody else would make that 
city their refuge any more. I therefore cause myself, and some 
others with ate, to the house where these great men lived, and 
locked their doors, and had a trench drawn from their house 
leading to the lake, and sent for a ship, and embarked therein 
with them, and sailed to the confines of Hippos : I also paid them 
the value of their horses; nor in such a flight could 1 have their 
horses brought to them. I then dismissed them, and begged of 
them earnestly that they would courageously hear this distass 
which befell them. I was also myself greatly dispicased that I 
was compelled to expose those that had fled to me, to go atTain 
into an enemy's comm)/ ; yet did I think it inure elig:lle lhat 
they should perish among the Romans, if it should so happen, 
than in'the country that was under my jurisdiction. I lor-ffer, 
they escaped at length, and king Agrippa fbrgave them their 
offences. And this was the conclusion of what concerned these 
men. 

32. But as for the inhabitants of the city of Tibedas, they 
wrote to the king., and desired him to -end thett forces sufficient 
to he guard to their country; for that they ‘were desirous to come 
over to him: this ‘17;s what they wrote to hint. But when I came 
to therm, they de.ired hr.t.  ..o laiild their walls, as 1 bad promim:d 
then] to do; for they had heard that. the walls of Tariche;e were 
akrady biti;t. 1 agiecd to t.itc propesal accordingly ; min when 
I had made, 	oratitm for the entire building, 1 gave order to 
the arehite0

* 
 . 2o lo tvork; but on the third day, when I was 
. 	• 	. gone to Taridiew, whit.. was thirty turiongs distant from Vie-

ias,it So fell out, 'hat some Homan horsemen were disnoverd on 
their March, not far from the city, which made it to he supri.,,.d 
thaVie!brees were come from the king; upon which they 5 hoe: 

"ed and lifted up their voices in eon»nendatons of the kin, ., .avid 
in 	• roaches ag 	m ainst e. Ilert upon one came running 	,, .,, 	,,,,, 
and oid me, what their dispo,itions were, and that they luia •., . 
sold to revolt from me ; upon hearing which news I Iv  s 1"( l',I 
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much alarmed; for I had already sent away my armed men from 
Tarichete to their own homes, because the next day was our 
sabbath; for I would not have the people of Taricheie disturbed 
[on that day] by a multitude of soldiers; and indeed, whenever 
sojourned at that city, I never took any particular care for a guard 
about my own body, because I had had frequent instances of the 
fidelity its inhabitants bore to mc. I had now about me no more 
than seven armed men, besides some friends, and was doubt ful 
what to do ; for to send to recall my own forces I did not think 
proper, because the present day was almost over ; and had those 
forces eeen with me, I could not take up arms on the next day, 
because our laws tbrbade us so to do, even though our necessity 

. should be very great; and if I should permit the people of Tari-
chew., and the strangers with them, to guard the city, I saw that 
they would not be sufficient for that purpose, and I perceived 
that I should be obliged to delay my assistance a great while ; for 
I thought with myself that the forces that came from the king 
would prevent mc, and that I should be driven out of the city. I 
considered, therefore, how to get clear of these forces by a stra-
tagem; so I immediately placed those my friends of Tarichm, 
on whom I could best confide, at 	gates; 'to watch those very 
carefully who went out at those gates; I also called to me the 
heads of families, and bid every one of them to seize upon a ship*, 
to go on board it, and to take a master with them, and follow 
him to the city of Tiberias. I also myself went on board one of 
those ships, with my friends, and the seven aimed mon already 
mentioned, and sailed for Tiberias. 

3;t.. But now, when the people of Tiberias perceived that there 
were no forces conic from the Icing, and yet saw the whole lake 
full of 	they were in fear what would become of their city. 
ancl twerp greatly terrified, as supposing that the ships were foil 
of men on board ; so then they changed their minds, and threw 
(low .1 their weapons, and met inc with their uives and children, 
and made acclamations to me with great commendaticnit ,fut 

4 i n  IN., Fcrti  t n , 	 cf,,,•!. I 8. 8nu sett. Z,I.  iLoso small ves5,1,. chit r.ulctt n„ 
4,1 (;altle.,+, art. callc,11,y 	N,10; and 	and 	 chip? 

Ne 	not .avitat.r at our 1.:,,thi;elits, wilt, stilt call 	 ; out ,+11,41tt c.. c  
,6 ,ender them toalc, tis stmm dv. 1111 .1t lattattl,ett via+, itt all 	to, as ni 1 t vi (eves1 	ow: 

chelahew, 01' the Wit, 	J.I. ch. x.•i. acct. a. 
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hey imagined that I 'did not know their former inclinations [to 
ave been against me]; so they persuaded me to spare the city. 
Alt when I was come near enough, I gave order to the masters i f the ships to cast anchor a good way off the land, Alt the peo- 

'  le of Tiberias might not perceive that the ships had no men on 
oard; but I went nearer to the people in one of the ships, and 

•• 	'  -sbukcd than for their folly, and that they were so fickle as, 
• without any juit occasion in the world, to revolt from their fide-

ity to me. However, I assured them, that I would entirely for-
ire them for the time to come, if they would send ten of the 
ingleaders of the multitude to me; and when they complied 
cadily with this proposal, and sent me the men forementioned, 
put them on board a ship, and scut them away to Tarieheic, 

lid ordered them to be kept in prison. 
• 34. And by this stratagem it was, that I gradually got all the 

nate of Tiberias into my power, and sent them to the city fore-
entioned, with many of the principal men among the popu-
ce, and those not fewer in number than the other. But, when 

• he multitude saw into what great miseries they had brought 
hemselves, they desired me to punish the author of this sedition : 

lis`name was Clitus, a young man, bold and rash in his under  ' 
kings. Now, since I thought it not agreeable to piety to pu 
ne of my own people to death, and yet found it necessary t _ita 

,.punish him, I ordered Levi, one of my own guards, to go to him 
and cut off one of Clitus's hands; but as he that was ordered t 
do this, was afraid to go out of the ship alone, among so great  ,. 

1'  

' ultitude, I was not willing that the timorousness of the soldic 
hould appear to the people of Tiberias. So I called to Clitu .  
,, imself, and said to him, " Since thou deservest to lose botl. 

thine hands for thy ingratitude to me, be thou thine, own cxc 
'‘ cutioncr, lest, if thou rcfusest so to be, thou undergo a worn 

punishment:" And, when he earnestly begged of me to snare 
him-one of his hands, it was with difficulty that I granted it. "So, 
n order to prevent the less of  both his halals, lie williuglv took 

inrits  sword, and cut off his own left hand; and this put an end to 
Nile  s ''fion. 
IFF''  33%; .. ow the men of Tiberias, after I was gone to Tarichect, 

i

c- - rec:?4A what stratagem I had used against them, and they ad 
irpd how I had put an end to their fooliAt sedition, withou, 
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shedding of blood. But now, when I had sent for some of those 
multitudes of the 	of Tiberias' otu of prison, aniong whom 
were .Justus and ', :s father Pistus, I mad,' them to sup with me ; 
and during our supper,iwe I said to tiem, that I knew the 
power of the Romans was superior to all others, hut did not say 
so [publicly] because of the robbers. So I advised them to do 
as I did, and to wait for a proper opportunity, and not to be un-
easy at iny being their commander; for that they could not ex-
pect to have another who would use the like modera'.ion that I 
had done. I also put Justus in mind how the Galileans had 

.cut off his brother's hands, before ever I came to Jerusalem, upon 
an accusation laid against him, as if he had been a rogue, and had 
forged some letters ; as also how the people of Gamala, in a sedi-
tion-  th,?,y raised agai.,..1 the Babylonians, after the departure of 
Philip, slow Charts, who was a kinsman of Philip, and withal 
how they had wist ly punished Jesus, 'his brother Justus's sister's 
husband, [with death]. When I had said this to them during 
supper-time, 1 in the morning ordered Justus, and all the rest 
that were in prkon, to be loosed out of it, and sent away. 

36. But before this, it happened that Phi s, the son ofJacimus, 
went out of the citadel of Gamala upon the following occasion: 
When Philip had been informed that Varus was put out of his 
government by Icing Agrippa, and that Modius Equiculus, a man 
that was of old his friend and companion, was come to succeed 
him, he wrote to hini, and related what turns of fortune he had 
had, and desired hint to forward the letters he sent to the king 
and queen. Now, when Modius had received these letters, he 
was exceedingly glad, and sent the letters to the king and queen, 
who were; tben about Berytus. But when king Agrippa knew 
that the story about Philip was false (for it had been given out,. 
that the Jews had begun a war with the Romans, and that this 
Philip had been their commander in that war), he sent some' 
ho,..emen to conduct Philip to Trim, and, when he was come, he 
alutothiin very obligingly, and showed him to the Ronnhi com-

mand _rs, and told them that this was the man of whom the re-
p., rt had gone about as if he had revolted from tile Romans. He 
also hid hire to take some horsemen with him, and to go quickly 
to the citadel of Gamala, awl to bring out thence all hip domes. 
tie?:, and to restore the Babylonians to liatanea again. 	I.:  a1,0 
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gave it him in charge to take all possible care that none of his 
subjects :thouId he guilty of making any innovation. According-• 
ly, upon these directions from the king, he made haste to do 
what he teas commanded. 	 . 

.37. Now there was one Joseph, the son of a female physician, 
who excited a great many young Inca to join vbith him. He also 
insolently addressed himself to the principal persons at Ciamala, 
arid persuaded them to revolt fiom the, king, and take up arms, 
and gave them: hopes that they should, by his means, recover 
their liberty. And some they forced into the service; and those 
that would not acquiesce in what they had resolved on, they slew. 
They also slew Clams, and with him Jesus, one of his kinsmen, 
and a brother of Justus of Tiberias, as we have already said. 
Those of Gainala also wrote to me, desiring me to send them an 
armed force, and workmen to raise up the walls of tlwir ,.'ity; nor 
did I reject either of theirinequests. The region of Gaulanitis 
did also revolt from the king, as far as the village Solyma. I also . 
built a wall about Seleuciaand Soganni, which are.  villages na-: 
turally of very great strength. Moreover, I, in like manner, 
walled several villages of Upper Galilee, though they were very 
rocky of themselves. Their names arc, Jamnia, and Merothi 
and Achabare. I also fortified, in the Lo•Aer Cidilee, the cities- _ 
Tariehere, Tiberias, Sepphoris, and the villages, the cave of Ar-
bela, Bersobe, Selivoin, Jotapatl, Capharet elm, itul Sigo, and 
Japl,a, and Mount Tabor'*. 1 also laid up a great quantity of 
corn in these places, and arms withal, that might be for their se- 
curity afterw rd. 	 • 

38. But the 1.1tred that John, the son of Levi, bore to me, grew 
now more violent, while lie egidd not bear my prosperity with 
patience. So he proposed to himself, by all means possible, to 
make away with me, and built the walls of Gischala, which w
lie plyire of his nativity. Tie then sent his brother Simon, ,ii r 

Jonathan; the bon of Sisentut, arid ahont a hundred armed i, 
to ilerwal(nt, to Simon the sun of Gatnalielt, in order.to 

• ..1 	I 	t 	lolls( 	NI(Itil,1 To I  sir 	 rt 

Yo 	•". 	 1\1;innilrd. 	See 	 r. 11'2, 
`1 hie Gm. 	may I,r the tery same that 	montioneil .Ity the rahl,".nzi it 

in J11,1:- 	l'oria :11‘..sis, as is 11),q veil hithc Latin notes. 	11u tt 
C; 	11. ...hose granattlicr 	 I., Isho is mentioned 
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suade him to induce the commonalty of Jerusalem to take from 
me the government over the Galileans, and to give their suffrages 
for conferring that authority upon him. This Simon was of the 
city Jert:-..lem, and of a very noble family, of the sect of the 
Phariseei, which are suppnsjd to ev..el others in the accurate 
knowledge of the laws of their country. .lie was a man of great 
wisdom and reason, and <apahle of restoring public affairs by his 
prudence, when they were in an ill posture. He was also an 
old fiend and companion of John ; but at that time he had a dif- 
ference with me, When there ore 	 such an ex.: 
hortation, he persuaded the high-priests, Ananus, and Je.aus the 
son of Gamala, and some others of the same seditious faction, to 
cut me down, now I was growing so gen t, 	d not to overlook 
me while I was aggrandising. myself to the lueig!.t of 14Icry; and 
he said, that it wound be for the advanyge of the Calileans, if I 
were deprived of my governinent there. /%11aIIIIS also, and his 
friends, desired them to make no delay about the want r, lest I 
should get the knowledge of what was doing too soon, and should 
conic and make an assault upon the city with a ri,-at .evenly. This 
was the counsel of Simon ; but Aeneas the hit,h-puiest demon-. 
strated to them, that this was not an easy thing to be done, be-
cause many of the high-priests and of the rulers of the people bore 
witness that I had acted like an excellent general, and that it was 
the work of ill men to accuse one against whom they had nothing 
to say. 

39. When Simon heard Ammer, snv this, he de:.ired 11111 the 
messengers would conceal the thing, and not let it come among 
many ; for that he would take care w have Josephos removed out 
of Galilee very quickly. So he called for John's brother [Simon], 
and charged him, that they should send presents to Anantt-.i and 
his friends for, as he said, thoy rill lit probably by that mean,: 
perseade them to change their miti..4. And indeed Simon did 
at length thus compass whir.. he alined at ; for Atlantis, and those 
with him, being corrupted by bribes, agreed to expel arc out of 
Galilee, without making the rest of the citizens acquainted with 
tvhat they were doing. Accordinit they evolved to send men 

•, 	iv, I lit 	1.'11 	tern S7 	1'4'11 	 ' 

NC•CX 
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of distinction as to their fmilie, and of distinction as to their 
learning also. Two of these were of the populace, Jonathan* 
and Ananivs, by sect Pharisees ; while the third, Jozar, was of 
the stock of the priests, and'a Pharisee also; and SiAn, the last 
of them, was of the youngest of the high-priests. These had it 
given them in charge, that, when they were come to the multi-
tude of the Calileans, they should ask them, what vas the reason 
of their lev-_: to me? and if they said, that it was because I was 
bot.i at Jerusalem, that they should reply, that they four were all 
born at the same place; and if they should say, it was because I 
was well versed in their law, they should reply, that neither were 
they unacquainted with the practices of their country ; but if, be-
sides these, they should say, they loved me because I was a priest, 
they should reply, that two of these were priests also. 

40. Now, when they had given Jonathan and his companions 
these instructions, they gave them forty thousand [drachm:e] out 
of the public money: but when they heard that there Was a ccr 
tain Galilean that then sojourned at Jerusalem, whose name wasq  
Jesus, who had about him a band of six hundred armed men 
they sent for him, and gave him three months' pay, and gav 
hint orders to follow Jonathan and his companions, and he ()he 
dicta to them. They also gave money to three hundred men  
that were citizens of Jerusalem, to maintain them all, and order 
ed them also to follow the ambassadors ; and when they had coin 
plied, and were gotten ready for the march, Jonathan and his'  
companions went out with them, having along with them John's 
brother, and a hundred armed men. The charge that was give 
them by those that sent them was this: that if I would voluntaril  ' . lay down m00y 	''._, they should send me alive to the city of Jertt-v  
salem, but; • ; . 6 case I opposed them, they should kill me, and 
fear nothing; for that it was their command for th ,  .1, 	' 
They al:,o Wrote to John to make all ready for figl ii,.; 'e: ano 
gave order to the inhabitants of Scpphoris and Gab; t...;, . ad 'i .ilic • 
riasl, to Send auxiliaries to John. 
,• 11, Now, as my ittlier wrote me an account of this (for Jesus 
the son of Ganiala, who was present in that council, a friend and 
,., 

Thi: Jonathan is al:o tacit notice of in the Latin r,otrs, as the sank 'het 
tinned by t,4 rabbins in Porta Alosis. 
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companion of mine, told him of it), I was very much troubled, 
as discovering thereby, that my fellow-citizens proved so un-
grateful to me, as, out of envy, to give order that I should be 
slain; my Mier earnestly pressed me also in his letter to come 
to him, for that he longed to see his son before he died. I in-
formed my friends of these things, and that in three days' time 
I should leave the country and go home. Upon hearing this, 
they were all very sorry, and desiked me, with tears hi their eyes, 
not to leave them to be destroyed ; for so they thought they 
should be, if I were deprived of the command over them : but 
as I did not grant their request, but was taking care of my own 
safety, the Galileans, out of the dread of the consequence of 
my departure, that they should then be at the mercy of the 
robbers, sent messengers over all Galilee to inform them of my 
resolution to leave them. Whereupon, as soon as they heard it, 
they got together in great numbers, from all parts, with their 
wives and children ; and this they did, as appeared to me, not 
more out of their affection to me, than out of their fear on their 
own account; for, while I staid with them, they supposed that 
they should suffer no harm. So they all sJillle into the great 
plain, wherein I lived, the name of which vas Asochis. 

42. But wonderful it was what a dream I saw that very night; 
for when I had betaken myself to my bed, as grieved and dis-
turbed at the news that had been written to me, it seemed to me, 
that a certain person stood by me*, and said, " 0 Joseph us 
" leave off to afflict thy soul, and put away all fear; for what 
44  now grieves thee will render thee very considerable, and in 
" all respects most happy; for thou shalt get over not only these 
4,4  difficulties, but many others, with great :ueeess. However, 
44  be not cast down, but remember that thou art to fight with 
" the Romans." When I had seen this dream, I i;ot up with aim: 
inter+ion of ,going down to the plain. Now, when the whole 
intitlitude of qlte Galileans, among whom were the women and 
ehildrcn,•saw me, they threw themselves down upon their laces,' 
and, with tears in their eves, besought me not to leave them eN.• 

• This I take to be the first of Joseplius's reMarkable or divine dreams, %shielt 
predictive a the great thing.: that efterwards came to pass; of which tee mote in th, 
twte on /twig, 13. 111, clr.4? viii. stmt 9 Tla 	 ITI. ell. • 
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posed to their enemies, nor to go away and permit their country 
to be injured by them. But, when I did not comply with their 
entreaties, they compelled me to take an oath, that I would stay 
with them : they also cast abundance of reproaches upon the 
people of Jerusalem, that they would not let their country enjoy 
peace. 

43. When I heard this, and .saw what sorrow theII  people were 
in, 1 Was moved with compassion to them, and thought it be-
came me to undergo the most manifest hazards for the sake of 
so great a multitude ; so I let them know I would stay with 
them. And when I had given order that five thousand of them 
should come to me armed, and with provisions for their Main-
tenance, I sent the rest away to their own homes; and, when 
those five thousand were come, I took them, together with three 
thousand of the soldiers that were with me before, and eighty 
horsemen, and marched to the village of Chabolo, situated in the 
confines of Ptolemais, and there kept my, forces together, pre-
tending to get ready to fight with Placidus, who was come with 
two cohorts of foot-men, and one troop of horsemen, and was sent 
thither by Cestius Gallus to burn those villages of Galilee that 
were near Ptolemais. Upon whose casting up a bank before 
the city Ptolemais, I also pitched my camp Pt about the distance 
of sixty furlongs from that village. And now we frequently 
brought out our forces as if we would fight, but proceeded no 
farther than skirmishes at a distance; for, when Placidus per-
ceived that I was earnest to came to battle, he was afraid, and 
avoided it. Yet did he not remove from the neighbourhood of 
Ptolemais.  

44. About this time it was that Jonathan and his fellow-
legates came. They were sent, as we have said already, by 
Simon, and Ananus the high-priest. And Jonathan contrived 
how he mih t catch me by treachery; for he. dur.-t , . it • 1H:.- 

i
# 

any attetop; , upon me openly. Su he wrote me ilh? Alo i.' 
epistle :,,44onathan and those that are with hint, loin ate ,c..-
`, by the people of Jerusalem, to Josephus, smil tro•Li ;fig. 1Ve 
4‘ arc scut by the principal men of Jerusalem, who have heard 

that John of Giseliala Lath laid many snares for tlic,2!, to re-
" buke him, and to exhort hint to he subject to thee hereafter. 
4( Vic ate also desirous to consult mid, thee about our cot-ninon 
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" concerns, and what is fit to be done. We therefore desire 
" thee to come to us quickly, and to bring only a few men 
" with thee ; for this village will not contain a great number of 
" soldiers." Thus it was that they wrote, as expecting one of 
these two things; either that I should come without armed men, 
and then they should have me under their power; or, if I 
came with a great number, they should judge me to be a public 
enemy. Now it was a horseman who brought the letter, 
a man at other times bold, and one that had served in the army 
under the king. It was the second hour of the night.that he 
came, when I was feasting with my friends, and the principal 
of the Galileans. This man, upon my servant's telling we, 
that a certain horseman of the Jewish nation was come, was 
called in at my command, but did not so much as salute me 
at all, but held out a letter, and said, ." This letter is sent 
" thee by those that are come from Jerusalem; do thou write 

an answer to it quickly, for I am obliged to return to them 
" very soon." Now my guests could not but wonder at the 
boldness of the soldier. But J desired him to sit down and 
sup with us ; but when he refused so to do, I held the letter 
in my hands as I received it, and fell talking with my guests 
about other matters. But a few hours afterwards, got up, and, 
when I had dismissed the rest to go to their beds, 1 bid only 
four of my intimate friends to stay, and ordered my servant to 
get some wine ready., I also opened the letter so that nobody 
could perceive, it; and understanding thereby presently the pur-
port of the writing, I sealed it up again, and appeared as if I 
had not yet read it, but only held it in my.  hands. I ordered 
twenty drachmae should be given the soldier for the charges of 
his journey ; and when he took the money, and said he thanked 
me for it, I perceived that he loved money, and that he was 
to be ^aught chiefly by that means, and I said to him, " If thou 
c` wilt but driel,  with us, thou shalt have a drachma for every 

.tc glass thou dinkest." So he gladly embraced the propo.,al, 
and drank a great deal of wine, in order to get the more money, 
and was so drunk, that at last he could not keep the secrets he 
was intrusted with, but discovered them, without in v putting 
questions to him,. viz. that a treacherous design wasp contrived 
against me, and that 1 was doomed to aie by those that sent hiru. 

VOL. I. 	 D 	• 
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When I heard this, I wrote, back this answer : "Josephus, to 
" Jonathan and those that are with him, sendeth greeting,, 

Upon the information that you are come in health into Galilee, 
' I rejoice, and this especially because I can now resign the care 
' of public affairs here into your hands, and return into my native 
.' country; which is what I have desired to do a great while ; 
' and I confess, I ought not only to, come to you as far as Xaloth, 

" but farther, and this without your commands. But I desire 
" you to excuse me, because I cannot do it now, since I watch 
4‘ the motions of Placidus, who bath a mind to go up into Ga-
:" lilee ; and this I do here at Chaltolo. Do you therefore, on 
cc the. receipt of this epistle, come hither to me. Fare you 

well."  
45. When I bad written thus, and given the letter to be 

carried by the soldier, I sent along with him thirty of the 
PFGalileans of the best characters, and gave them instructions to 

, salute those ambassadors, but to say nothing else to them. I 
, .*lso gave orders to as many of those armed men, whom I esteemed 

1'  

,  ost faithful to me, to go along with the others, every one with 
im whom he was to guard, lest some conversation might pass 

,. etween those whom I sent and those who were with Jonathan. 
o those men went [to Jonathan]. But, when Jonathan and 
is partners had failed in this their first attempt, they sent me 

,  other letter, the content whereof were as follows : " Jonathan 
and those with him, to Josephus, send greeting. We require 

' thee to come to us to the village Gabaroth, on the third day, 
without any armed men, that kte may hear what Thou hast to 

" lay to the charge of John [of Gischala]." When they had 
written this letter, they saluted the GI lib-. 1)1,, \V hOjn t  Sent; Mai 
came to Japha, which was the largest v;line.• of all Galilee, and 
ncompassed with very strong walls, t..}:1 bad a great number of 

illRuhabitants  in it. There the multitud •  or 111,,, w;t1, ,i,,;. wi ve,. 
and children, met them, and exclaim cd I, ia• '':- a:H0A thee. • 
and desired them to be gone, and no .• , 1 , :v  ,Lonlyth ,. advan-
.  ge of an excellent commander. Wit'  ,i• • ., ciao ,,,,, 1, .; wthan 00 
and his partners were greatly provoke,', .,;•,;,.  ,J ; 1I,L  r durst,not 

itmow their anger openly: so they Ir. ,,, • ; 	, 	.1,,,ver, •but 
ent to other villages. But still The same  clionours met 
cm from all the people, who said, '4 Nobody  should peesuttde 
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" them to have any other commander besi.des'Josephus." So 
Jonathan and his partners went away from them without success, 
and.carue to Sepphoris, the greatest city of all Galilee. Now 
the men of that city who inclined to the Romans in their senti-
ments, met them indeed,, but neither praised nor reproached me; 
and when they were gone down from Sepphoris to Asochis, the 
people of that place made a clamour against them, as those of 
Japha had done. Whereupon they were able fo contain them-

- selves no longer, but ordered the-armed ,men that were with 
them to beat those that made the clamour with their clubs. 
And when they came to Gabara, John met them with three 
thousand anned men ; but, as I understood by their letter that 
they had resolved to fight against me, I arose from Chabola; 
With three thousand armed men also; but left in my camp one 
of my fastest friends, and came to Jotapata, as desirous to be near 
them, the distance being no more than forty furlongs. Whence 
I wrote thus to them : " If you are very desirous that I should 
cc come to you, you know there are two hundred and forty cities 
CC  and villages in Galilee : I will come to any of them which you 
cc please, excepting Gabara and Gischala ; the one of which. is 
" John's native city, and the other in confederacy and friendship 
" with him." 

46. When Jonathan and his partners had received this letter, 
they wrote to me no more answers, but called a council of their 
friends together, and taking John into their consultation, they 
took counsel together by what means they might attack me. 
John's opinion was, that they should write to all the cities and 
villages that were in Galilee ; for that there must he certainly 
one or two persons in every one of them that were at variance 
Nth me, and that they be invited to come to oppose me as an 
enemy. He would also have them send this resolution o;' theirs 
to the -it.' Jerusalem, that its citizens, upon the knoWledge of 
r 	bt ng 	to be an enemy by the Galileans, might 
themsel-es sr,  -ontirm that determination. He said also, that 
when this %,1,3= done, even those Galileans who were affected to 
Me,,  would desert me out of fear. When John had given them 
this counsel, what he had said was very agreeable to the rest of 
them. I was also made acquainted with these affairs about the 
third hour of the night, by the means of one Saccheus, who had 

D 2 
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belonged to them, but now deserted them and, came over to me, 
and told me what they were about ; so I perceived. that no time 
was to be lost. Accordingly I gave command to Jacob, art 
armed man of my guard, whom I esteemed faithful to me, to 
take two hundred men and to guard the passages that led from 
Gabara to Galilee, and to seize upon the passengers, and send 
them to me, especially such as were caught with letters about 
them : I also sent Jeremias himself, one of my friends, with six 
hundred armed men, to the borders of Galilee, in order to watch 
the roads that led from the country to the city Jerusalem,. and 
gave him charge to lay hold of such as travelled with letters 
about them, to keep the men in bonds upon the place, but to 
send me the letters. 

47. . When I had laid these commands upon them, I gave 
them orders, and bid them to take their arms and bring three 
days' provision with them, and be with me the next day. I 
also parted those that were about me into four parts, and or-
dained those of them that were most faithful to me to be a guard 
to my body. I also set over them centurions, and commanded 
them to take care that not a soldier which they did not know 
'should mingle himself among them. Now, on the fifth day 
following, when I was at Gabaroth, I found the entire plain that 
was before the village full of armed men, who were come out of 
Galilee to assist me : many others of the multitude,, also, out of 
the village, ran along with me. But as soon as I had taken my 
place, and began to speak to them, they all made an acclamation, 
and called me the benefactor and saviour of the country. And 
when I had made them my acknowledgements, and thanked 
them [for their affection to me], I a.. u 
with nobody*, nor to spoil the country 	 S1'. 
in the plain,. and be content with t? 	 0,c y 
brought with them; for I told them I 	 (.5 
these troubles without shedding any bhoi 	\  r ‘, 
that on the very same day those who 	• 	 NC ""I  

• Josephus's directions to his soldiers here are Int 
gave, Luke, iii. 14. " Do violence to no man, r 

content with your wages." Whence Dr. Huth 
Josepltus, in somethings, was, even now, a follow( r 	J',1.411 
way improbable. See the note on sect. 2. 

vii • 
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letters, fell among the guards whom I appointed to watch the 
• roads; so the men were themselves kept upon the place, as my 
orders were, but I got the letters, which were full .of reproaches 
and lies ; and I intended to fall upon these men, without saying 
a word of these matters to any body. 

48. Now, as soon as Jonathan and his companions heard of my 
coming, they, took all their own friends, and John with them, 
and retired to the house of Jesus, which indeed was a large 
castle, and no way unlike a citadel; so they privately laid a 
hand 	armed men therein, and shut all the other doors but 
one, N% Ilia they kept open, and they expected that I should 
come out of the road to them, to salute them. And indeed they 
had given orders to the armed men, that when I came they 
should let nobody besides me come in, but should exclude others; 
as supposing that, by this means, .they should easily get me 
under their power : but they were deceived in their expectation; 
for I perceived what snares they had laid for me. Now, as soon 
as II was got off my journey, I took up my lodgings over-against 
them, and pretended to be asleep; so Jonathan and his party, 
thinking that I was realy asleep and at rest, made haste to go 
down into the plain, to persuade the people that I was an ill 
governor. But the matter proved otherwise; for upon their ap-
pearance there was a cry made by the Galileans immediately, 
declaring their good opinion of me as their governor; and they 
made a clamour against Jonathan and his partners, for coming 
to them when they had suffered no harm, and as though they 
would overturn their happy settlement ; and desired them by all 
means to go back again, for that they would never be persuaded 
to have any other to rule over them but myself. When I heard 

this, I did not fear to go down into the midst of them ; I went 
therefore myself down presently to hear what Jonathan and his 
corona 	said. As soon as I appeared, there was immediately 
• a at .tan 16, 	+,-) rue by the whole multitude, and a cry 
in my ..c.on. 	,don by them, who confessed their thanks was 
owing to h :or uny good government of them. 

/9• When Jonathan and his companions heard this, they 
were in fear of their own lives, and in danger lest they should 
be assaulted by the Galileans on my account; so they contrived 
how they might run away. But as they were not able to get off, 
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fdr I desired them to stay, they looked down with concern at my 
words to them. I -ordered, therefore, the multitude to restrain 
entirely their acclamations, and placed the most faithful of my  .1  
.armed men upon the avenues, to be a guard to us, lest John 
should unexpectedly fall upon us; and I encouraged the Galilcans 
to take their weapons, lest they should be disturbed at tli,ir  • 
enemies, if any sudden insult should be made upon them. Ad 
then, in the first place, I put Jonathan and his partners in mind 
of their [former] letter, and after what manner they had written 
to Inc, and declared they were sent by the common consent of 
the people 21 Jerusalem, to make up the differences 1 had with 
John, and how they had desired me to come to them ; and as I 
spike thus, 1 publicly showed that letter. they had written, till 
they could not at all deny what they had done, the letter itself 
convicting them. I then said, " 0 Jonathan ! and you that are 
"'sent with him as his colleagues, if I were to be judged as to 
" my behaviour, compared with that of John's, and had brought 
" no more than two or three witnesses*, good men and true,, 
" it is plain you had been forced, upon the examination of their.  
" characters before hand, to discharge the accusations : that 
" therefore you may be informed that I have acted well in the 
" .affairs of Galilee, 1 think three witnesses too few to be brought 
" by a man that bath clone as he ought to do; so I gave you all 
" these for witnesses. Inquire of thentf how I have lived, and, 
" whether I have' not behaved myself with all decency, and after, 
" a virtuous manner among them. And I farther conjure you 
" 0 Galileans ! to hide no part of the truth, but to speak before 
" these men as before judges, whether 1 have in any thin 
" otherwise than well." 

5001•While 1 was thus speaking, the united yokes of Pall 
people joined together, and calle i 
saviour, and attested to my former ' • 

4' We here learn the practice of the Jews, it 
the characters of witnesses, before they were adr 
be three, or two at the least, also exactly as in the I 
Constitutions, B. II. ch. 37. See Horeb Coven: 

t This appeal to the whole body of the Galilean., by'Josephus, and the testimony t t.,  
gave him of integrity in his conduct as their governor, is very like that appeal :it'd 
testimony in the case of the prophet Samuel, a. Sam. xii. 1-5. andperhaps was rh,,,t-
by Joykus in imitation (Aim. 
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to continue so to do hereafter; anti they all said, upon their 
oaths, that their wives had .been preserved free from injuries, 

'  and that no one had ever been aggrieved by me. After this, I 
read to the Galileans two of those epistles which had been sent by 
Jonathan and his colleagues, and which those whom I had ap- 

I

4  

pointed to guard the road had taken, and sent to me. These 
Were full of reproaches, and of lies, as if I bad acted more like 
1 tyrant tIpn a governor against them, with many other things 
besides therein contained, which were no better indeed than im-

,pudent falsities. I also informed the multitude how I came by 

it:these letters, and that those who carried them delivered them up 

.,
‘'oluntarily ; for I was not willing that my enemies should know k

•  

any thing of the guards I had set, lest they should be afraid, and 
, eave off writing hereafter. 

_  	5I. When the multitude heard these things, they were "c  greatly provoked at Jonathan and his colleagues that were with 
' him, and were going to attack them, and kill them ; and this .,.L    

• . they had certainly done, -unless I had restrained the anger of the 
Galileans, and said, that " I forgave Jonathan and his colleagues 

IIF,"  what was past, if they would repent, and go to their own 
• -  " country and tell those who sent them the truth, as to my con-

" duct." When I had said this, 1 let them go, although I 
knew they would do nothing of what they had proltised. But 
the multitude were very much enraged-against them, and en-
treated me to give them leave to punish them for their insolence; 
yet did I try all methods to persuade them to spare the men ; for 
I knew that every instance of sedition was pernicious to the 
'public welfare. But the multitude was too angry with them to 
be dissuaded, and all of them went immediately to the house in 0,1 .hpich Jonathan and his colleagues abode. However, when 1 
erceived that their rage could not be restrained, 1 got on horse-

back, and ordered the multitude to follow me to the village 
"Jcpi e, - vi , 1,  wa- twenty furlongs off Gabara ; and by using 

	

With  stmt:;, 	,o managed myself, as not to appear to begin 

	

a civil wz' 	no igst them. 
(52., But when I was come near Sogane, I caused the multitude. 

Ibto_makela  halt, and exhorted them not to be so easily provoked 
to anger, and to the inflicting such punishments as could not be 

• afterwards recalled : I also  gave order, that a hundred men, 
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who were already in years, and were principal men among them, 
shquld get themselves ready to go to the city Jerusalem, and 
should make.a complaint before the people, of such as raised se-
ditions in the country. • And I said to them, that " in case they 
" be moved with what you say, you shall desire the'eommunity 
" to write to me, and to enjoin me to continue in Galilee, and to 
" order Jonathan and his colleagues to depart out of it." Wit 
I had 'suggested these instructions to them, and while they•were 
getting themselves ready as fast as they could, I sent them on 
this errand the third day after they had been assembled: I also 
sent five hundred armed men with them [as a guard]. I then 
wrote to my friends in Samaria, to take care that they might 
safely pass through the country: for Samaria was already under 
the Romans, and it was absolutely necessary for those that go 
quickly [to Jerusalem], to pass through that country; for in that 
road you may, in three days' time, go from Galilee to Jerusa-
lem. 1 also went myself, and conducted the old men as far as 
the bounds of Galilee, and set guards in the roads, that it might 
not be easily known by any one that these men were gone. And 
when I Lad thus done, I went and abode at Japha. 

53. Now 'Jonathan and his colleagues having failed of accom-
plishing what they would have done against me, they sent John 
hack to Gischala, but went themselves to the city Tiberias, ex-
pecting it would submit itself to them; and this was founded on 
a letter which Jesus, their then governor,. had written them, 
promising, that if they came, the multitude would receive the . 7 
and choose to he under their government ; so they went 
ways with this expectation. But Silas, who, as I said, had ' 
left curator of Tiberias by me, informer nie 	;gird 
me to make haste thither. Accordingly,  I  complied with . 
advice immediately, and came thither but found mp.elf uI 
danger of My life, from the following «c.ision i Jonathan and his 
colleagues had been at Tiberias, and 1 ,1  r,.r mule(' a 	NAPA, 
of suelw.  had a quarrel with me to d.,!..,ert Iii 	-ben they 
beard  itf  my coming they were in fear for I hem. lit and came 
to me, and when they bad saluted mv, they saki, :.hat I was a 
happy man in having behaved myself 	the.  ,t,';‘,Yeinroclit 
of Galilee ; and they congratulatrd 	 that 
were 441.1tine : for they said that my glory was a credit to them, 
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since they had been my teachers and fellow-citizens; and they 
said  .  farther, that it was but just that they should prefer my 
friendship to them rather than John's, and that they would have 
immediately gone home, but that they staid that they might de-
liver up John into my power ; and when they said this they took 
their oaths of it, and those such as are most tremendous amongst 
us, and such as 1 did not think fit to disbelieve.. However, 
they desired me to lodge somewhere else ; because the next day 
was the sabbath, and that it was not fit the city of Tiberias 
should be disturbed [on that day]. 

54. So 1 suspected nothing, and went away to Tariebeie ; yet 
did I withal leave some to make inquiry in the city how matters 
went, and whether any thing was said about me : 1 also set many • 
persons all the way that led from Tarichete to Tiberias, that 
they might communicate from one to another, if they learned 
any 'tows from those that were left in the city. On the next day, 
therefore, they all came into the proseucha ',1' ; it was a large 
edifice, arid .capable of receiving a great number of people ; 
thither Jonathan went in, and though he durst not openly speak 
of a revolt, yet did he say that their city stood in need if a better 
governor than it then had. But Jesus, who was the ruler, made 
no scruple to speak out, and said openly, " 0 fellow-citizens ! it 
" is better for you to be in subjection to four than' to one ; and 
" those such a: are of high birth, and not without reputation for 
" their wisdom ;" and pointed to Jonathan and his colleagues. 
Upon his saying 'this, Justus came in and condemned him for 
what he had said, and persuaded some of the people to be of his 
mind also. But the multitude were not pleased with what was 
said, and had certainly gone into a tumult, unless the sixth hour, 
which was now come, had dissolved the assembly, at which hour 
our laws require us to go to dinner on sat .bath-days ; so Jona- 
than arid his colleaguN, 	off their council till the next day, 
and s., - t or witt-qut sues. When I was informed of these 
affairs, 7.. 	nen to go to the city of Tiberias in the morning. 

It is wont roaring here, that there was now a great prascucha, or pla 	f 
in the el., fibefias itself, though such proA:tubit used to be out of cities, as the syna•... 
gogucs were within them ; 	thou Fee i.e Aliyoe mt Polyearp's epistle, page 76. It 
is also worth our remark, that the dens 	ac: .lass of Josephus used to dine at the 
silo% hour, or noon; and that in at:chore to th,tir notions of the law of Moses also. 
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Accordingly, on the next day, about the first horn -of the day, I 
came to TaricheEe, arid found the multitude ready assembled in 
the proseucha ; but on what account they were gotten together, 
those that were assembled did not know. But, when Jonathan and 
his colleagues saw them there unexpectedly, they were in dis-
order ; after which they raised a report of their owrr contrivance, 
that Roman horsemen were seen at a place called Union, in tie 
borders of Galilee, thirty furlongs .distant from the city. Upon 
which report, Jonathan and.  his colleagues cunningly exhorted 
me not to neglect this matter, nor to suffer the land to be spoiled 
by the enemy. And this they said with a design to remove me 
out of the city, under the pretence of the want of extraordinary 
assistance, while they might dispose the city to be my enemy. 

55. As for myself, although I knew of their design, yet did I 
comply with what they proposed, lest the people of Tiberias 
should have occasion to suppose that I. was not. careful of their 
security. I -therefore went out ; but, when I was at the place, I 
found not the least footstep of an enemy, so I returned as fast as 
ever I could, and found the whole council assembled, and the 
body of the people gotten together, and Jonathan and his col-
leagues bringing vehement accusations against me, as one that 
had no concern to case them of the burdens of war, and as one 
that lived luxuriously. And as they were discoursing thus, they 
produced four letters as written to them, from some people that 
lived at the borders of Galilee, imploring that they would come -
to their assistance, for that there was an army of Romans, both 
horsemen and footmen, who would come and Thy waste the omit 
try on the third day ; they desired them also to make haste, an 
not to overlook them. When the people of Tilwritr heard thi 
they thought they  spilt!  truth, and made a clamour against me, 
and said, I ought not tt5 sit still, but 
of their countrymen. Hereupon I 
meaning of Jorrithan and -his colleague) t•k-  it 1 
comply with what theY proposed, and y'idp,ot 
the war which they spake of, yet did 1 advise thee , 
time, that since these letters declared that the13„6,; , 11 „ vv. 
make their assault in four several places, ;11(y <l uhl pact thei 
forces into five bodies, and make Jonathan :ind his 4,nlicagues 
generals of each body of them, because it wa fi t  for brave men' 
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not only to give counsel, but to take the place of leaders,, and 
assist their countrymen when such a necessity pressed theni; for, 
said I, it is not possible for me to lead more than one party. 
This advice amine greatly pleased the multitude; so they com-
pelled them to go forth to war. But their designs were put into 
'very much disorder, because they had not done what they had 
designed to do, on account of my stratagem, which was opposite 
to their undertakings. 	. 

56. Now there was one whose name was Ananias, a wicked 
man he was, and very mischievous; he proposed that a general 
religious fast * should be appointed the next day for all the peo-
ple, and gave order that at the same hour they should come to 
the same place, without any weapons, to make it manifest before 
God, that while they obtained his assistance, they thought all 
these weapons useless. This he said, not out of piety, but that 
they might catch me and my friends unarmed. Now, I was 
hereupon forced to comply, lest I should appear to despise a pro-
posal that tended to piety. As soon, therefore, as we were gone 
home, Jonathan and his colleagues wrote to John, to come to 
them in the morning, and desiring him to come with as many 
soldiers as, he possibly could, for that they should then be able 
easily to get me into their hands, and to do all that they desired 
to do. When John had received this letter, he resolved to com-
ply with it. As for myself, on the next day, I ordered two of 
the guards of my body, whom I esteemed the most courageous, 
and most faithful, to hide daggers under their garments, and to 
go along with me, that We might defend einselves, if any attack 
should be made upon us by our enemies. I also myself took my 
breastplate, and girt on my sword, so that it might be, as fares 
was possible, concealed, and came into the proseucha. 
".57. Now Jesus, who was the ruler, commanded that they 

,lpaild exclude all that came with me, for he kept the door him- 
• 'slit'-rored pone but his friends to go in. And while we 

were en:4 	lie dude: of the day, and had betaken ourselves 
to our p:' 	Je,tis got tg4 and inquired of me what was be- 
colic of titans &-s-els that were taken out of the . king's palace, 

One may observe here, that this lay-Pharisee Ananias, as we have seen he was, 
sect. 39. took upon him to appoint a fast at Tiberias, and was obeyed ; though indeed 
it crap not out of religion, but knavish policy. 
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when it was burnt down, [and] of that uncoined silver : and in 
whose possession they now were ? This he said, in order to drive 
away time till John should come.  I said that Capellus, and the ,. ten prmetp,a1 men of Tiberias, had them all ; and I told him that 
they might ask them whether I told a lie or not. And when 
they said they had them, he asked me, What is become of those 
twenty' pieces of gold which thou didst receive upon the sae of 
a certain weight of uncoined money? I replied, that I had given 
them to those ambassadors of theirs, as a maintenance for them, 
when they were sent by them to Jerusalem. So Jonathan and 
his colleagues said, that I had not done well to pay the ambassa-
dors out of the public money. And, when the multitude were 

[

very angry at them for this, for they perceived the wickedness of 
the men, I understood that a tumult was going to arise; and 
being desirous to provoke the public to a greater rage against the 
men, I said, " But if I have not done well in paying our am-
44  bassadors out of the public stock, leave off your anger at me, 
" for I will repay the twenty pieces of golil myself." 

58. When I had said this, Jonathan and his colleagues held 
itheir peace ; but the people were still more irritated against 
them, upon their openly showing their unjust ill-will to me. 
When Jesus saw this change in the 'people, he ordered them to 
depart, but desired the senate to stay, for that they could not 

I

examine things of such a nature in tumult ; and, asnthe people 
were crying out that they would not leave me alone, there came 
one and told Jesus and his friends privately, that John and his 

' 	armed men were at hand : whereupon Jonathan and his col-! 
leagues, being able to contain themselves no longer (and perhaps 
the providence of God hereby  procuring my deliveranee, for, 

,_ 	had not this been so, I  had certainly been de..itro)ed by John) 
pl" 	said, " 0 you people of Tiheriati I leave nth this inquiry abotit the 
', 	" twenty pieces of gold ; for Joepliiim bath not desert to die 
I_ 	" for them : but he hat]• doserved it by Ili ilf:Iire ‘,.-. tvr —al :ing, 

" and by cheating the I; initittnit of the 6, 	with his 
PP""  speeches, in order to , ,.iti the dominioe ev, t. how ' When .,- 
_ 	be had said this, they pre ,...ntly laid 11:tuds tilwm mt., and enik.1-

vowed to kill me : hut, ;is soon as those that. were 'rift, me  ,1-,,,, 
what they did, they drel, their swords, and 61‘t...steneil to ,..0-,:te 
tlicw, if the 	red any violence to me. The pc.11)1f, a i,.) ,.), t.. 
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up stones, and were about to throw them at Jonathan ; and so 
they snatched me from the violence of my enemies. 

.59. But, as I was going out a little way, I was just upon meet-
ing John, who was marching with his armed men So I was 
afraid of him, and turned aside, and escaped by a narrow pas-
sage to the lake; arld seized on a ship, and embarked in it, and 
sailed over to Taricheke. So, beyond my expectation,. I escaped 
this danger. ' Whereupon I presently sent for the, chief of the 
Galileans, and told them after what manner, against all faith 
given, I had been very near to destruction from Jonathan and 
his colleagues, and the people of Tiberias. ' Upon which the 
multitude of the Galilean's were very angry, and encouraged me 
to delay no longer to make war upon them, but _to perMit tium 
to go against John, and utterly to destroy him, as well as Jo-
nathan and his colleagues. However, I restrained them, though 
they were in such a rage, and desired them to tarry a while, till 
we should be informed what orders those ambassadors, that were 
sent by them to the city Jerusalem, should bring thence; for I 
told them, that it was best for them to act according to, their de-
termination; whereupon they were prevailed on. At which time 
also, John, when the snares he had laid did not take effect, re-
turned back to Gischala. 

60. Now, in a few days those ambassadors whom we had sent, 
came back again and informed us, that the people were greatly, 
provoked at Ananus, and Simon, the son of Gamaliel, and their 
friends ; that, without any' public determination, they had sent to 
Galilee, and had done their endeavours that I might be turned 
out of the government. The ambassadors said farther, that the 
people were ready to burn their houses. They also brought 
letters, whereby the chief men of Jerusalem, at the earnest pe-
tition of the people, confirmed me in the government of Galilee, 

It

and enjoined Jonathan and his colleagues to return home quickly. 
When . 1  ihid gotten these letteis, I came to the village Arbela,

m  where I p': u! an assembly of the Galileans to meet, .and bid 
:the art-kis...Law declare to them the anger of the people of Jeru-
alrm at what Unheen done by Jonathan and his colleagues, and 
'  ow .mw'_t they hated 'their wicked doings, and how they had 

aconfirmed  me in the government of their country, as also what 
Irrelated  to the order they had in writing for Jonathan and his 
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' colleagues to return home. So I .immediately sent them the 
letter, and bid him that carried it to inquire, as well as, he could, 
how they intended lo.act [on this occasion]. 

61. Now, when they had received that letter, and were there-
, by greatly disturbed, they sent for John, andfor the senators o: 

Tiberias, and for the principal men of the Gaharens, and propo-
. sed to hold a council, and desired them to consider what *.as to 

be dope by them. However, the governors of Tiberias were 
greatly disposed to keep the government to themselves ; for they 
said it was not fit to desert their city, -now it was committed to 
their trust, and that otherwise I should not delay to fall upon 
them; for they pretended falsely that so- I had threatened to do. 
Now John was not only of their opinion, but advised them, that 

their dignity, and because the whole multitude are very mutable. .' 

two of them should go to accuse me before the multitude [at Je-
rusalem], that I did not manage the affairs of Galilee as tqught 
to do; and that they would easily persuade the people, because of 

When, therefore, it happened that John had suggested the wisest 
advice to them, they resolved that two of them, Jonathan and: 
Ananias, should go to the people of Jerusalem, and the other two. 
[Simon and Joazar] should be left behind to tarry at Tiberias. 
They also took along with them a hundred soldiers for their 
guard. 

62. However, the governors of Tiberias took care to have their 
city secured with walls, and commanded their inhabitants to take 
their arms. They also sent for a great many soldiers from John 
to assist them against me, if there should he occasion for them. 
Ntm John was at Gischala. Jonathan, therefore, awl those that 
were with him, when they were departed from rrherias, and,as 
soon as they were come to I)abaritta, a village that lay in the ut-
most parts of Galilee, in the great plain, they -bout midnight 
fell among the guards I had set, who both enoin. 'a'' , I ,  . .;  
lay aside their weapons, and kept them in ;(:)?'1.11 tior, n i ; 	i';tc.-!, 
as I had charged them to do. This 'nem. w' IP it' .to me w 

vi, who had the command of that r.11:“.d oon ,,: , Itu..1 .'i, him by 
e. 	Hereupon 	uid nothing of it 	. -, , ',t:- -,  r riiisd, pretend- 
g to know n 	di; about it, I seat. !;  t•rAtlye to  iheltoplo ur 

Tiberias, and  vised them to lay t ..•ii-arti4 aside, mid to dis-
L:iss their 1iiit n„ that they might go home.. But, supposing.hat 
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Jonathan, and those that were with him, were already arrived at 
Jerusalem, they made reproachful answers to me; yet was 1 not 
terrified thereby, but contrived another stratagem against them, 
for I did not think it agreeable with piety to kindle the fire of war 
against the citizens. As I was desirous to draw those men away 
from Tiberias, I chose out ten thousand of the best of my armed 
men, and divided them into three bodies, and ordered them top 
privately, and lie still as an ambush, in the villages. I also led a 
thousand into another village, which lay indeed in the moun-
tains, as did the others, but only four furlongs distant from Tibe- , 
rias, and gave order, that when they saw my signal, they should 
come down immediately; while I myself lay with my soldiers in 
the sight of every body. Hereupon the people of Tiberiai, at the 
sight of;rne, came running out of the City perpetually, and 

I!, abused me greatly. Nay, their madness was come to that height, 
that they made a decent bier for me, and, standing about it, they 
mourned over the in the way of jest and sport; and I could not 
but be myself in a pleasant humour upon the sight of this mad. 
ness of theirs. 

63. And now being desirous to catch Simon by a wile, and 
Joazar with him, I sent a message to them, and desired them to 
come a little way out of the city, with many of their friends to 
guard them; for I said I would come down to them, and make 
a league with them, and divide the government of Galilee with 
them. Accordingly, Simon was deluded on account of Nis im= 

"prudence, and out of the hopes of gain, and did not delay to 
!"-  come ; but Joazar, suspecting snares were laid for him, staid be- 
I 

	

	hind. So, when Simon was come out, and his friends with him 
for his guard, I met him, and saluted him with great civility, and 

• professed that I was obliged to him for his coming up to me : 
but a little while afterward I walked along with him, as though I 
would say something to him by himself, and, when I had drawn 
him a g• id way frown his friends, I took him about the middle, 
and gayelt n .tc, my friends that were with me, to carry him 
into a village; and, commanding my armed men to come down, 
I •:th theinAnade an assault upon Tiberias. Now, as the tight 
grew hot on both sides, and the soldiers belonging to Tiberias 
Were in a fair way to conquer me (for my armed men were al-
ready lied.  away), I saw the posture of my affairs; and .encourag- 
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• lug those that were with me, I pursued those of Tiberias, e 
i;• when they were already conquerors, into the city. I. also sent 
•,- • another band of soldiers into the city by the lake, and gave them 

III

rders to set on fire the first house they could seize upon. Whel 
• his was done, the people of Tiberias thought that their city was 
F 

 
taken by force, and so threw down their arms for fear, and im-

ii
l 
 plored, they, their wives, and children, that I would spare their 

city. So I was over-persuaded by their entreaties, and restrained 
he soldiers from the vehemency with which they pursued them ; 
'bile I myself, upon the coining on of the evening, returned 

back with my soldiers, and went to refresh myself. I also invi- 
• ted Simon to sup with me, and comforted him on occasion of t; 

what had happened ; and I promised that I would send him safe' 
and secure to Jerusalem, and withal would give him provision 
for his journey thither. 	. 	 . 

64. 'But, on the next day, I brought ten thousand men with 
me, and came to Tiberias. I then sent for the principal men of 
the multitude into the public place, and enjoined them to tell me 
who were the authors of the revolt; and when they had told 
me who the men were, I sent them . bound . to the city Jotapata. 

ut, as to Jonathan and Ananias, I freed them from their bonds,. 
nd gave them provisions for their journey, together with Simon 
nd Joazar, and five hundred armed men who should guard them„, 

and so I sent them to Jerusalem. The people of Tiberias also 
; came to me again, and desired that I would forgive them for 

hat they had done, and they said they would amend what they•fi 
had done amiss with regard to me, by their fidelity for the tim 

' . to come; and they besought me to preserve what spoils remain' 
d upon the plunder of the city, for those that had lost them, 
ccordingly, I enjoined those that had got them, to bring the' 

'all before us; and when they did not comply for a great while 
and I saw one 	the soldiers that were :•' ,.,  4 me with a garmen 

il

.on that rolls more splendid than ordinary, I asked him v-I•enee h  
k, 

 
ad it; and he replied that he had it oitt of t''e pl..pder of the 

city. I had him punished with stripes, and I threar'ened all di 
rest to inflict a severer punishment upon them, ont•ss they 1 ro-
duced before us whatsoever they had'plundered ; and when a great' 

il
many spoils were brought together, I r' Cored to every orw u 
Tiberias what they claimed to be their own. 
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65. And now I am come to this part of my narration, I have 
a mind to say a few things to Justus, who bath himself written 
a history concerning these affairs, as also to others who profess 
to write history, but have little regard to truth, and are not 
afraid, either out of 	or good-will to some persons, to re- 
late falsehoods. These men do like those who compose forged 
deeds and conveyances; and because they are not brought to the 
like punishment with them, they have no regard to truth. When,. 
therefore, Justus undertook to write about these facts, and about 
the Jewish war, that he might appear to have been an industrious 
man; he falsified in what he related about me, and could not speak 
truth even about his own country; whence it is, that being be-
lied by him, I am under a necessity to make my defence; and so 

shall say what I have-concealed till now. And let no one won-
der that I have not told the world these things a great while ago. 
For althbugh it he necessary for an historian to write the truth, 
yet is such a one not bound severely to animadvert on the wick-
edness of certain men; not out of any favour to them, but but 
of an author's own moderation. flow, then, comes it to pass; 
0 Justus ! thou most sagacious of writers (that I may address 
myself to him as if he were here present), for so thou boastest 
of thyself, that I and the Galileans have been the authors of that 
sedition which thy country engaged in both against/lie Romans 
and against the king [Agrippa junior] ? For before ever I was 
appointed governor of Galilee by the community of Jerusalem, 
both thou and all the people of Tiberias had not only taken up 
arms, but had made war with Decapolis of Syria. Accordingly, 
thou hadst ordered their villages to be burnt, and a domestic ser-
vant of mine fell in the battle. Nor is it I only who say this; 
but so it is written in the commentaries of Vespasian the empe-
ror; as also how the inhabitants of Decapolii came clamouring. 
to yespati;im at Ptolemais, and desired that thou, who avast the 
author Ktilat w:‘r..1,111ightest be brought to punishment. And 
thou hadEt cc-talial.y been punished at the command Vespasian, 
had nut king Agrippa, ‘‘. ho had power given him to have •thee 
put ;,i) death, at the earnest entreaty of. his sister P.c.rnice, chan-
ge& the punishment from-  death into a long imprisonment. 
Thy political administration of affairs afterward (loth also clearly 
dIstokt both thy own behaviour in life, and that thou west the. 

VOL. t. 	 4; 
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occasion of thy country's revolt from the Romans ; plain signs 
el 	of which I shall produce presently. I have also a wind to say a 

few things to the rest of the people of Tiberias on thy account, 
and to demonstrate to those that light upon this history, that you 
bare no good-will, neither to the Romans, nor to the king. To 
be sure, the greatest cities of Galilee, 0 Justus ! were Sepphoris, 
and thy country Tiberias. But Sepphoris, situated in tte very 
midst of Galilee, and having many villages about it, and able 
with ease  to  have been bold and troublesome to the Romans, if 
they had so pleased, yet did it resolve to continue faithful to those 
their masters, and at the same time excluded me out of their city, 
and prohibited all their citizens from joining with the Jews in 
the war, and, that they might be out of danger from me, they by 
a wile got leave of Me to fortify their city with walls ; they also, 

i, 	of their own accord, admitted of a garrison of Roman legions, 
C 	sent them by Cestius Gallus, who was then president of Syria, 

and so bad me in contempt, though I was then very powerful, , 
and all were greatly afraid of nee; and at the same time that the. 

4 	greatest of our cities, Jerusalem, was besieged, and that temple. 
of ours, which belonged to'us all, was in danger of falling under 
the enem'y's power, they sent no assistance thither, as kot willing 

I 	to have it thought they would bear arms against the Romans. 
Bnt as for thy country, 0 Justus ! situated upon the lake of Gen-
nesareth, and distant from Hippos thirty furlongs, from Gadara 
sixty, and from Seythopolis, which was under the king's juris-
diction; an hundred and twenty ; when there was no Jewish city 
near, it might easily have preserved its fidelity [to the Romans], 

r
if it had so pleased them to do; for the city and its people had 
plenty of weapons. But, as thou sayest, I was then. the author 

lit  

-.' 

[of their revolt]. And pray, 0 Justus ! who was that author 
afterwards ? For thou knowest that I was in the power of the 
Romans before Jerusalem was besieged,andhefore the s,,  meti me 
Jotapata was taken by force, as well  ALS Invy i)the,  .O,trcsse.;  
(tan great many of the Galileans fell in the tom „It was there-

.  fore then a proper time, when you were certainly freed from 
IF  any fear on my account, to throw away your weapons, ai!t1 ti?' 

demonstrate to the king and to the r, t wins, that it was Mt a 
choice, but as forced by necessity, that yottlel I krito the war against 

kr  h dm ; but you staid till Vespasian came • himself as ;ar xi 
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your walls, with his whole army; and then you did indeed lay 
aside your weapons out of fear, and your city had for certain • 
been taken by force, unless Vcspasian had complied with the 
king's supplication for you, and had excused your madness. It 
was not I, therefore, who was the author of this, but your own 
inclinations to war. Do not you remember how often I got you 
under my power, and yet put none of you to death ? Nay, you 
once fell into a tumult one against another, and slew one hundred 
and eighty-five of your citizens, not on account of your good-
will to the king and to the Romans, but on account of your 
own wickedness, and. this while I was besieged by the Romans 

Jotapata. Nay, indeed, were there not reckoned up two. 
ousand of the people of Tiberias during the siege of Jerusa-

cm, some of which were slain, and the rest caught and carried 
captives ? But thou wilt pretend that thou didst not engage  in 

glthe war, since thou didst flee.  to the king. Yes, indeed, thou 
Plidst flee to him ; but I say it was out of fear of me. Thou 

sayest, indeed, that it is I who am a wicked man. But then, 
for what reason was it that king Agrippa, who procured thee 
thy life when thou vast condemned to die by Vccpasian, and who 
bestowed so much riches upon thee, (lid twice afterward put 
thee into bonds, and as often obliged thee to run away from thy 
country, and, when he had once ordered thee to lie.put to death, 
he granted thee a pardon at the earnest request of Bernice ? And 
when (after so many of thy wicked pranks) he had made-  thee 
his secretary, he caught •thee fidsifying lik epistles, and drove 
thee away from his sight. But I shall not inquire accurately 
into these matters of scandal against thee. Yet cannot I but won-
der at thy impudence, when thou bast the assurance to say, that 
thou hast better related these affairs [of the war] than have all 
the others that have written about them, Whilst thou didst not 
kiipw wjgit was done in Galilee; for thou wast then at.Berytis 
with, the king; nor didst thou know how much the Romans suf-
fered•aQhe siege of Jotapata, or what miseries they brought upon 
us; nor couldst thou learn by inquiry what I did during that . 
si "t 'Myself ; for all those that might afford such information 
we quite destroyed in that siege. But perhaps thou wilt say, 

atthou hast written of what Was done against the people of Jerustt-
iAllxactly. But how should that be ? for neither vast thou 

E 2 
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concerned in that war, nor hast thou read—the  CO 
Ca!sar ; of which we have evident proof, because thou hast con-4 
tradicted those commentaries of Cesar in thy history. But if 
flum art so hardy as to affirm, that thou hast written that history, 
better than all the rest, why didst thou not publish thy history 
while the emperors Vespasian and Titus, the generals in that war, 
as well as king Agrippa .and his family, who were men very 
well skilled in the learning of the Greeks, were all alive? for 
thou hast had it written these twenty years, and then mightest 
thou have had the testimony of thy accuracy. But now when 
these men are no longer with 115, and thou thinkest thou canst 
not be contradicted, thou venturest to publish it. But then I 
was not in like manner afraid of my own writing, but I offered 
my becks to the emperors themselves, when the facts were al-
most under men's eyes ; for I was conscious to myself; that I had 
observed the truth of the facts ; and as I expected to have their 
atte;tation to them, so I was not deceived in such expectation. 
Moreover, I immediately presented my history to many other 
persons, some of which were concerned in the war, as was king 
Agrippa and some of his kindred. Now the emperor Titus was 
so desirous that the knowledge of these affairs should be taken 
from theie books alone, that he subscribed his own hand to them, 
and ordered that they should be published; and for Agrippa, he 
wrote me sixty-two letters, and attested to the truth of what I- 
liad therein delivered; two of 	letters I have here subjoin- 
ed, and thou mayest thereby know their contents. "'ICi 
" Agrippa to josephus, his dear friend, scndeth greeting. I 
" read over thy hook with great pleasure, and it app,,:!rs to 
" that thou bast done it much more accurately, and with  ;,re 
" care, than)rave the ether writers. Send me the rest of 11.  
" books. Farewell, my dear friend."--" King Agrippa Ito Jos 
" pinrs,i dear friend, sendcth greeting. It seen, by 	thou 
" hast written, that thou standest in mod of„.no ir ,,truetion, 
" Order to our infOrmation from the betriming. flowcr, wl 
cc  i !ton comet to the, I will inform thee of a great trrwy things, 
.3 which thou dost not know." So when this 1)W-coy wzis -
fected, Agrippa, 'wither by way of flattery, which wac not agre- 
able to him, nor by NV:1V of irony, as thou wilt 	(foi' he 
entirely a stranger  to  such an evil disposition of mind), but 

   
  



wrote this by way of attestation to what was true, as all that read 
histories may 'do. And so much shall be said concerning Justus*, 
which I am obliged to add by way of digression. 

66. Now, when I had settled the affairs of Tiberias, and had• 
assembled my friends as a sanhedrim, I consulted what I should 
do,as to John. Whereupon it appeared to be the opinion of all 
the Galileans, that I should arm them all, and march against 
'John, and punish hint as the author of all the disorders that had 
happened. Yet was not I pleased with their determination; 
as purposing to compose these troubles without bloodshed. Upon 
this I exhorted them to use the utmost .care to learn the names, 
of all that were under John ; which when they had dOne, and I 
thereby was apprised who the men were, I published, an edict, 
wherein I offered security and my right hand to such of John's 
party as had a mind to repent; and I allowed twenty days' time 
to such as would take this most advantageous course for then:-
selves. I also threatened, that unless they threw down their . 
arms, I would burn their houses, and exrthe their goods to pub-
lic sale. When the men heard of this, they were in no small 
disorder, and deserted John ; ,and to the nuatber of four thou-
sand threw clown their arms, and came to me. So that no 

• The character of this history of Justus of Tiberias, the risal of our Josephus, 
which is now lost, with its only remaining fragment, are given us by a very able critic, 
Photins, who read that history. It is in the 83d code of his. 13ibliothcea, and runs thus : 
" I have read (says Piloting) the chronology of Justus of Tiberias, whose title is ,this, 

[The chron01.,gy (.99 the Kingsof Judah, which succeeded one another. This [Justus] 
"came out of the city Tiberias in Galilee. He begins his history from Muses, and 
" ends it not till the death of Agrippa the seventh [ruler] of the family of Herod, and 
" the lust ring of the Jews; who took the govermnent under Claudius, bad it augnient-
" es' unclir Nero, and still more augmented by Vespscsian. He died in thethird year of 
" Ttajae, wle:re also his history ends. lie is very concise in his language, and slightly 
" passes over those affairs that were most necessary to he insisted on ; . and being under 
"trhr Ji • ',11 prejudices, as indeed he was hit-Inc-Waist) a Jew by birth, he makes nut the 
" least inentio» of the aopeararce of Christ, of that things happened to him, or of the 

'.101idcslul works that he did. He was the son of a certain Jew, whose name u*;as 
" 	Ile was a man, ai he is described by Jouplar, of a most profligate Coarse- 
" 	Vp slaw LAI to money and to pleasures. In public affairs he was opposite to 

%Thus; and it is related, that he laid many Con; against him, Lot that Jost:pi:us, 
ough he had this his enemy frequently under his power, did only reproach bins in 

erykrryl so let him go without further punishment. Ile says also, that the  li;,rory 
\sltiith  this oms wrote is for the main li.ledons, and ch .1) as to 	parts where he 
" describes the Rowan war 1,1111 lit -  JCWO. ;Ind the takint.: of J/11.1 
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others staid with John but his own citizens, and about fiftee 
hundred strangers that came from the metropolis of Tyre; an 
when John saw that he had been outwitted by my stratagem, he 
continued afterward in his own country, and was in great fear 
of me. 

67. But about this time it was that the people of Sepp ioris 
grew insolent, and took up arms, out of a confidence they had 
in the strength of their walls, and because they saw me engaged 
in other affairs also. So they went to Ce•tius Gallus, who was 
president of Syria, and desired that he would either come quick-
ly to them, and take their city under his protection, or send them 
a garrison. Accordingly Gallus promised them to come, but 
did not send word when he would come : and when I had learn-
ed so much, I took the soldiers that were with me, and made 
an assault upon. the people of Sepphoris, and took the city by 
force. 'The Galileans took this • opportunity ' as thinking they 
had now a proper dive for showing their hatred to them, since 
they bore ill-will to that city also. Then they exerted them-
selves, as if they would destroy them all utterly, with those that 
sojourned there also. So they ran upon them, and set thei 
houses on fire, as finding them without inhabitants; for the men 
out of fear ran together to the citadel. So the Galileans carrie 
off every thing, and omitted no kind of desolation which they 
could bring upon their countrymen. When I saw this, 1 was  
exceedingly troubled at it, and commanded them to leave off -
and put them in mind. that. it was not agreeable to piety to d 
such things to their countrymen : but since they neither woul 
hearken to what I exhorted, nor to what I commanded them to 
do, (for the•hatred they bore to the people there was too hard for 
my .1  !;,- ..;:•jons to them) I bid those my friends, who were ' 
must i..!, ; . ; to me,. and were about me, to give out reports, as if 1 
th::..Itc.o:ais were falling upon the other part of the city with a 
great army; and this I did, that, by such a rerort's being spread 
abroad, I might restrain the violence of the Galileans, :ind pre-
serVe the city of Sepphoris. And at length this.  Otatagem had 
its effect; for, upon hearing this  report, they were in feat tor 
themselves, and so they left off plundering and ran ay.-T ; a -.,1 
this more especially, because they saw me, their general, do 
same also; for, that I might cause this report to be believed, j 
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pretended to be in fear as well as they. Thus were the inhabi-
tants of Sepphoris unexpectedly preserved by this contri‘ance of 
mine. 	 . 

G8. Nay, indeed,, Tiberias had like to have been plundered by 
the Galileans also upon the following occasion : The chief men 
.of the senate wrote tothe king, and desired that he would come 
to them, and take possession of their city. The king promised 
to come, and wrote a letter in answer to theirs, and gave it,to 
one of his bed-chamber, whose name was Crispus, and who was 
by birth a Jew, to carry it to Tiberias. When - the Galileans 
knew that this man carried such a letter, they can lit him,- and 

I

;  

, brought him to me; but as soon as the tvlaik multitude heard 
•;of it, they were enraged, and betook themselves to their arms. 
So a great many of them got, together from . all quarters the 
next day, and came to the city Asuchis, where I then lodged, .. and made heavy clamours, and called the city of Tiberias a 
traitor to them, and a friend to the king ; and desired leave of 
me to go down, and utterly destroy it ; for they bore the like 
ill-will to the people of Tiberias, as they did to those of Sep-
phoris. 
' 	69. When I heard this, I was in doubt what to do, and hesi- 
tated,  	by what means I might deliver Tiberias from the rage of 

'

the Galileans;  for I could not deity that those of Tiberias had 
.written to the king, and invited him to come to4hem ; for his 
letters to them, in answer thereto, would fully prove the truth of 
that. So I sat a long while musing with myself, and then said 
to them, " I know well enough that the people of Tiberias have 
" offended ; nor shall I 'forbid you to plunder the city. How-

ever, such things ought tole done with 'discretion ; for they 
- . " of Tiberias have not been the only betrayers of our liberty, but 

• " milny of the most eminent patriots of the Galileans, as they 
r.," pretended to be have done the same. Tarry therefore till I 
'",shall thoroughly find out those authors of onr danger, and then 
" you.shall have them all at once undei•yonr power, with all iucll  
" as you shall yourselves bring in also." I.Tpon my saying this, 

cified the multitude, and they left of; their an!!vr, and went 
. ear ways;  and I gave orders that he who brought the king's ..,.., 

,,.  is should be put into bondo; but in a few days I pretended 
- 	• 	t I was obliged, by a necessary affair of my own, to go out of . 	, 
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the kingdom. I then called Crispus _privately, and ordered hint 
to make the soldier that kept him drunk, and to run away to the 
king. So, when Tiberias was in danger of being4trerly destroy- 

( 	ed a second time, it escaped the danger by my skilful manage- 

(
ment, and the care that I had for its preservation. 	• 

. 	70. About this time it_was that Justus, the son of Pistus, with- 
1 	out my knowledge, ran away to the king ; the occasion of 4hich 

'1 xvill here relate. Upon the beginning of the war between the 
Jews and the Romans, the people of Tiberias resolved to submit 

1 	to the king, and not to revolt from the Romans; while Justus 
tried to persuade them to betike themselves to their arms, as 
being himself desirous of innovations, and having hopes of ob-
taining the government of Galilee, aswell us of his own country 
Itiberial also. 'Yet did he not obtain what he h'oPed for; be-
cause the Galileans bore ill-will to those of Tiberias, and on this 
account of their anger at what misFries they had suffered troll 
them before the war ; thence it was, that they would not endure 
•that Justus should be their governor. I myself also, who had 
been intrusted by the community of Jerusalem with the govern. 

.4(  ment of Galilee, did frequently conic to that degree of rage at 
''  • Justus, that 1 had almost resolved to kill him, as not able to bear 

1-  his mischievous disposition. He was therefore much afraid of 
me, lest at length my passion should come to e:.arernity ; so he 
went to the king, as supposing that he should dwell better and 

l .  more safely with him. 
71. Now, when the people of Sepphoris had, in so surprising 

a manner, escaped their first danger, they sent to Cestius Gallus, 
r and desired him to come to them immediately, and take posses-
I .  sion of their city, or else to send forces sufficient to repress all 
/ 	their enemies' incursions upon them ; an,' -+ • '.. la, 

IF 
 

. 

ail with Callus to send them a consider;.:'''
)  

into the city. Eat when the country round 	;  
nd foot, which came in the night-time, !, 	I 

..i .1 	,):- 
'̀''  by the Roth. 	-rniy, I. took those soldi-r, 	.j• e.), uir :. 

,and came t 	risme, where I cast up a ',a4.1-; ;! A 	..;iv , 	di,'  
wo 

 
ty Sepphekis ; and when I w 	w as at 	ilily n.n1,,n,,:, i.i.,,nn,  t_‘. ) 

came upotifis by night, arid made an assault upon it,., wail, ,, 't 
my forces aYtrid when I had ordered a 1. Asiderahle i,.,'  c, . 
my soldiers to _.cale, them with ladders, I 1:manic niartcr of thv 
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greatest part of the city. But soon after, our unacquaintedness 
with the places forced us to retire, after we had killed twelve of 
the Rome foot-men, and two horsemen, and a few of the people 
of Sepphoris, with the loss of only a single man of our own. And 
when it afterward came to a battle in the plain against the horie-
men, and we had undergone the dangers of it courageously for a 
long time, we were beaten ; for upon the Romans encompassing 
-Me about, my soldierS were afraid, and fled back. There fell in 
that battle one of those•thafhad been intrusted to guard my body, 
his name was Justus, who at this time had the same post with 
the kipg. At the same time also there came forces, both horse-
men and foot-men, from the king, and Sylla their commander, 
who was the captain or his guard; this Sylla pitched his camp 

);'at five furlongs' distance.frOth Julias, ana set a guard upon the 
roadsyboth that which led to Cana, and that which led to the for- ', 

•• Aress Gamala, that he might hinder their inhabitants from getting 
provisions out of .Galilee. 

72. As• soon .  as I had gotten intelligenoe of this, I sent two 
thousand armed men, and a captain over them, 'whose name was 
Jeremiah, who raised a bank a furlong oft Julias, near.  to the 
r4er Jordiin, and did •no more than skli'niish with the enemy; 
al I took three thousand soldiers myself, and came to them.' 
Bat on time next day, when I had laid an ambush in a certain 
valley, not far from the banks, I provoked t',€;e thattelonged to 
the king to come to a battle, and gave orders to my own soldiers 
to turn their backs upon them, until they should have drawn the 
enemy away from their camp, and brought them out into the 
field, which was done accordingly; for Sylla, supposing that our 
party did really run away, was ready to pursue them, when our 
soldiers that lay in ambush took them on their backs, and put t• 
them all iuto great disorder. I also immediately made a sudden,  

j
tell with my own forces, and met those of- the king': party, and',  
uLthem to flight And had performed Ocat things that day, 

if a certain fate had not been my hinder:ince ; for the. horse on 
which 1 rode, and upon whose back 1 fought, fell into a (Inv-. 
.noKe, and threw nic on the ground, and I was bruised on my 
vo',t, and carded into a village named Cepharnome, or Caper- 
. mi. When my soldiers, heard of this, they were afraid I .11nd 

well worse hurt than I was: and so they did not  go on with their 
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pursuit any farther, but returned in very great concern for me. I 
therefore sent for the physicians, and while I was under their 
hand, I continued feverish that day ; and as the physicians di-
rected, I was that night removed to TaricheEe. 
• 73. When Sylla and his party were informed what happened 

to me, they took courage again ; and understanding that the 
watch was negligently kept in our camp, they by night plac4d a 
body of horsemen in ambush beyond Jordan, and when it was 
day they provoked us to fight ; and as we did not refuse it, but 
came into the plain, their horsemen appeared out of that ambush 
in which they had lain, and put our men into disorder, and made 
them run away ; so they slew six men of our side. Yet did they 
not go off with the victory at last ; for when they heard that sonic 
armed men were sailed from Tarichete to Julias, they were 
afraid, and retired. 

74. It was not now long before Vespasian came to Tyre, and 
king Agrippa with him ; but the 'Fyrians began . to speak re-
proachfully of the king, and called him an enemy to the Ro-
mans. For they said, that Philip, the general of his army, bad 
betrayed the royal palace, and the Roman forces that were in 
Jerusalem, and that it was done by his command. When Ves-
pasian heard of this report, he rebuked the Tyrians' for abusing 
a man who was both a king, and a friend to the Romans ; but he 
exhorted the king to send Philip to Rome, to answer for what he 
had done before Nero. But, when.  Philip was sent thither, he 
did not come into the sight of Nero, for he found him very near 

,I 	death, on account of the troubles that then happened, and a civil 
F. 	war; and so 'he returned•to the king. But, when Vespasian was. 

come to Ptolemais, the chief men of Decapolis of Syria made a 
clamour against Justus of Tiberias, because be had set their vil-
lages on &ewe Vespasian delivered him to the king, to be put 

Opp  to death by *Jae under the king's jurisdiction ; yet did the king 
. tonly) p  ,t  ot.  4, , ,  into bonds, and concealed what lie had done froin 

Vespasi 	• 1 ' have before related. But the people of 4‘iiplioris 
met V 	, , and saluted him, and had forces sent him, with 

acfdus 	!I commander : he also went up with Oita 	• fliis 
followed them, till Vespasian came into.Galilec, 

romingof his, and after what manner it was orde red, :tut! iie., 
Ought his first battle with me near the village Tarichue, . aok, 
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how from thence they went to Jotapata, and how I was taken 
alive, and bound, and how I was afterward loosed, with all that 
was done by me in the Jewish war, and during the siege of Jeru-
salem ; I have accurately related them in the books concerning 
the war of the Jews. However, it will, I think, be fit for me to 
add now an account of those actions of my life, which I have not 
related in that book of the Jewish war. 

75. For, when the siege of Jotapata was over, and I was among 
the Romans, I was kept with much care, by means of the great 
respect that Vespasian showed me. Moreover, at his command, 
I married a virgin, who was from among the captives of that 
countryle : yet did she not live with me long, but was divorced, 
upon my being freed from my bonds, and my going to Alex-
andria. However, I married another wife at Alexandria, and 
was thence sent, together with Titus, to the siege of Jerusalem, 
and was frequently in danger of being put to death; while both 
the Jews were very desirous to get me under their power, in 
order to have me punished; and the Romans also, whenever 
they were beaten, supposed that it was occasioned by my treachery, 
and made continual clamours to the emperors, and desired that 
they would bring me to punishment, as a traitor to them : 
but Titus Ctesar was Nvell acquainted with the uncertain fortune 
of war, and returned no answer to the soldiers' vehement solicita-
tions against me. Moreover, when the city Jerusalem was taken 
by force, Titus Ctesar persuaded me frequently to take whatsoever 
I would of the 'ruins of my country; and said that he gave me 
leave so to do. But when my country was destroyed, I thought 
nothing else to he of any value, which I could take and keep as 
a comfort under my calamities; so I made this request to Titus, 
that my family might have their liberty : I had also the holy 
books - by Titus's Concession. Nor was it long after, that I asked 
FT 

* Here Josephus, a priest, honestly confesses that he did that at the command of Ves-
pasian, which he had before told us was not lawful for a prieit to do by the law of Moses, 
.11.4.E. III. ch.. xii. sett. q. I mean, the taking a captive woman to wife. See also 

,gaintt Appian, B. I. ch. vii. But he seems to have been quickly sensible that his 
corr;liance with the commands of all emperor would not excuse him, for he soon put her 

ir,--iteland justly observes here, 
qf this most remarkable clause, and its most important consequences, see Essay 

On the Old Testament, page 193---195. 
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of him the life of my brother, and of-fifty friends with him, and 
was not denied. When I also went once to the temple, by the 
permission of Titus, where there were a great multitude of captive 
women and children; I got all those that I rememberedas among 
my own friends and acquaintances to be set free, being in number 
about one hundred and ninety ; and so I delivered them without 
their paying any price of redemption, and restored them tti their 
former fortune. And when I was sent by Titus Gesar with Ce-
realius, and a thousand horsemen, to a certain village called 
Thecoa, in order to know whether it were a place fit for a camp, 
as I came back, I saw many captives crucified, and remembered 
three of them as my cormeracquaintance. I was very sorry at 
this in my mind, and went with tears in my eyes to Titus, and 
told him of them ; so he immediately commanded them to he 
taken down, and to have the greatest care taken of them, in or-
der to their recovery ; yet two of them died under the physician's 
hands, while the third recovered. 

76. But, when Titus had composed the troubles in Judea, and 
conjectured that the lands which I had in Judea would bring me 
in no profit, because a garrison to guard the country was after-
ward to pitch there, he gave me another country in the plain. 
And, when he was going away to 'Rome, he made choice of tee 
to sail along with him, and paid me great respect : and, when 
we were come•to Rome, I had great care taken of me by Iles
pasian ; for he gave me an apartment in his own house, which 
he lived in befinv he came to the empire. He also honoured me 
with the privilege of a Roman citizen, and gave me an annual 
pension; and continued to respect me to the end of his life, 
without any abatement of his kindness to me; which very thing 
madeleme envied, and brought me into danger ; for a certain ,  
Jew; whose name was Jonathan, who had raised a tv omit in 
Cyrcne, and had persuaded two thousand men of thtc 
join with him, was the occasion of their ruin. lint, w I1,Li he  
bound by the governor of that country, and sent to the caliper 
he told him that I had sent him both weapons and nawley.' 
ever, he could not conceal his being a liar from Vcspa,ian, 
condemned him to die.; according to which sentence 
to death. Nay, after that, when those that envied  ,oy 
fortune did frequently bring accusations against  me, br 6utl 
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providence I escaped them all. I also received from Vespasian 
no small quantity of land, as a free gift in Judea; about which 
time I divorced my wife also, as not pleased with her behaviour,, 
though not till she had been the mother of three children, two of 
which are dead, and one, whom I named Hyreanus, is alive. 
After this I inarried a wife who had lived at Crete, but a Jew by 
birth : a woman she was of eminent parents, arid such as were" 
the most illustrious in all the country, and whose character was 
beyond that of most other women, as her future life did demon-
strate. By her I had two sons, the elder's name was Justus, and 
the next Simonides, who was als6 named Agrippa. And these 
were the circumstances of my domestic affairs. However, the 
kindness of the emperor to me continued still the same; for, when 
Vespasian was dead, Titus, who succeeded him in the govern 
ment, kept up the same respect for me which I had from his 
father; and, when I had frequent accusations laid against Me, he 
would not believe them. And Domitian, who succeeded, still 
augmented his respects to me; for he punished those Jews that 
Were my 'accusers, and gave command that a servant of mine, 
who was a eunuch, and my accuser, should be punished. He 
also made that country I had in Judea, tax-free, which is a 
mark of the greatest honour to him who bath ; nay, Domitia, 

e wife of Caesar, continued to do me kindnesses. And this is 
he account of the actions of my whole life ; and let.ctl3ers judge 
f my character by them as they please. lint to thee, 0 Epa-, 
hrodints ! thou most excellent of men, do I dedicate all this 
.eatise of our Antiquities; and so, for the prmnt, I here eon- 
tale the whole. 
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ANTIQUITIES 

01+ 

THE JEWS. 

PREFACE.. 
1. THOSE who undertake to write histories, do not, I per-

ceive, take that trouble on one and the same account, but for 
many reasons, and those such as are very different one from ano-
ther : for some of them apply themselves to this part of learnidg 
to show their great skill in composition, and that they may there-
in acquire a reputation for speaking finely; others of them there 
are who write histories, in order to gratify those that happen to 
be concerned in them, and on that account have spared no pains, 
but rather gone beyond their own abilities in the performance ; 
but others there are, who of necessity, and by force, are 'driven to 
write history, because they were concerned in the facts, and so 
cannot excuse themselves from committing them to writing, for 
:the advantage of posterity ; nay, there are not a few who are in-
duced to draw their historical facts out of darkness into light, and 
to produce them for the benefit of the public, on account of the 
irkuat importance of the facts themselves with which they have 
been concerned. Now of these several reasons for writing his- . 
toz4 I must profess the two last were my own reasons also: for 
since I was myself interested in that war which we Jews had with 

7P.11'his preine of Josephus's is excellent in its kind, and highly worthy the repeated 
perusal of the reader, before he set about the p•rival Qf the work itself, 
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the Romans, and knew myself its particular actions, and what 
conclusion it had, I was forced to give the history of it, because 
I saw that others perverted the truth of those actions in their 
writings. 

2. Now I have undertaken the present work, as thinking it 
will appear to all the Greeks * worthy of their study; for it will 
contain all our antiquities, and the constitution of our govern-
ment, as interpreted out of the Hebrew scriptures. And indeed 
I did formerly intend, when I wrote of the wart, to explain who 
the Jews originally were; what fortunes they had been subject 
to; and by what legislator they had been instructed in piety, and 
the exercise of other virtues; what wars also they had made in 
remote ages, till they were unwillingly engaged in this last with 
the Romans: but because this work would take 'up a great com-
pass, I separated it into a set treatise by itself, with a beginning 
of its own, and its own conclusion; but in process of time, as 
usually happens to such as undertake great thing, I grew weary, 
and went on slowly, it being a large subject, and a difficult thing 
to translate our history into a foreign, and to us unaccustomed 
language. However, some persons there were who desired to 
knew our history, and so exhorted me to go on with it; and 
above all the rest Epaphroditus,t a man who is a lover of all 
kind of learning, but is principally delighted with the knowledge 
of history, r.nd this on account of his having been himself con-
cerned in great affairs, and many turns of fortune, and having 
shewn a wonderful vigour of an excellent nature, and an im-
movable virtuous resolution in them all. .1 yielded to this man's 
persuasions, who always excites such as have alilities in what is 
useful and acceptable, to join their endeavours with his. I was 
also ashamed myself to permit any laziness of di,position to have 
a greater influence upon me, than the delight of taking pains in' 

That 441 tlutgontiles, both Creeks and itoniaos. 

	

t 	wtwy.teasnitslii)  lore here, that Josephus wrote his 4riVett boolti:ont,shir t/tetish 
was lontollacre he wrote these hie Antiquities. Those lietr!...s of the 	+rr r6 t' 	A 
about A. D. 75, end these Antiquities A. D. 03, About eighteen year. 

It 	Epaphrtxlittis P.'3a certainly alive in the third yew •of,Tra.jai., A i ). 
the '0  l 	a Autiq. B. I. against Apiun, sect, 1 . vol. Vi. \VIP,/ lie ws ., 	do tun. i;;1; •,• ; 
for a`, 	spitroditlis, she fieed-n-,an of Nero, and afterwards Doiniibt;'.. 	;:t• ;,, tt 
was trite tO death by Dontitian it; the 14th or I5t1u year of his rei  ,1',  LC  )1)!,.; 

alive in Ilse (bird of Trajan. 
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such studies as were very useful ; I thereupon stirred up myself, 
and went on with my work more cheerfully. Besides the fore-
going motives, I had otliers which I greatly reflected on ;. and 
these were, that our forefathers were within?, to communicate such 
things to others ; and that some of the Greeks took considerable 
pains to lmcW the affairs of our nation. 

3. I  found therefore that the second of the Ptolemies was a 
king who WAs extraordinarily diligent in what concerned learning, 
and the collection of hooks ; that he was also peenliariy ambitious 
to procure a translation of our law, and of the constitution of our 
government therein contained, into the Greek tongue. Now 
tleazar the high priest, one not inferior to . any other of that 

iguity among us, did, not envy the forenamed king the partici- 
tion of that advantage, which otherwise he would, for certain, 

aye denied him, hut that he knew the custom of our nation was, 
hinder nothing of what we esteemed ourselves from being 

coinmunicated to others. Accordingly I thought it became me, 
uth to imitate the generosity of our high priest, and to suppose 

there might even., now be many lovers of learning like the king; 
for he did not obtain all our writings at that time; but those who 
Were sent to Alexandria as interpreters, gave him only the books 
of the law, while there were a vast number of other matters in 
'Our sacred books. They indeed contain in them the hi4ory of 

ye thousand years ; in which time happened many strange ac-
cidents, many chances of war, and great actions of the command-
ers, and mutations, of the form of our government. Upon 
the whole, a man that will peruse this history, may principally 
earn from it, that all events succeed well, even to an incredible 

tlegree, and the reward of felicity is proposed by.  God ; but then 
it is to those that follow his will, and do not venture to br.nk his 
(txeellent laws; and that so far as men anyway apostatise from the 
zteeprate  observation of them, what was practicable before, 
}menthes .impract;, • 	; and ‘viensoever they set about as a 
'ood thing is coil, 	'1 into an incurable calainity. And now I 

i„!3thort all those that peruse these bcol,s, to apply their minds to 
qoinar  and to examine the mind of our legislator, whether he bath 

.5o3ephus here. plainly alludes to the. famous Grcek proverb, If Cod he with us, every 
'}ring that is itnpussiti!e 1.)ecutes possible: 

VOL, I. 	 1 
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not understood his nature in a manner worthy of him ; and bath 
not ever ascribed to him such operations.as become his power, and 
hath not preserved his writings from those indecent fables which 
others have framed, although by the great distance of time when 
he lived, he might have securely forged such lies; for he lived two 
thousand years ago ; at which vast distance of ages the poets 
themselves have not been so hardy as to fix even the generatirs 
of their gods, much less the actions of their men, or their own 
laws. As I proceed, therefore, I shall accurately describe what 
, s contained in our records, in the order of time that belongs to 
them ; for 1 have already promised so to do throughout this 
undertaking, and this without adding any thing to what is therein 
contained, or taking away any thing therefrom. - 
;  4. But because almost all our constitution depends on the wis- 
dom• 	of Moses, our legislator, I cannot avoid saying somewhat 
concerning him before hand, though I shall do it briefly ; I 
mean, because otherwise those that read my books may wonder 
)tow it comes to pass, that my discourse, which promises an ac< 
count of laws and historical facts, contains so 'much of philosophy. 
The reader is therefore to know, that Moses deemed it exceeding 
necessary, that he who would conduct his own life well, and 
'give laws to others, in the first place should consider the divine I

' 

 
,  ature, and upon the contemplation of God's operations, should 
thereby imitate the best of all patterns, so far as it is possible for 
human nature to do, and to endeavour to follow after it ; neither 
could the legislator himself have a right mind without such a 
contemplation ; nor would any thing he should write tend to 
the promotion of virtue in his readers ; I mean, unless they be 
taught first of all, that God is the Father and Lord of all things, 
and Secs all things, and that thence he bestows a happy life 
upon those that follow him ; but plunges such as do not walk in 
the paths of virtue, into inevitable miseries. Now ‘vhcri Moses 
was desirous to teach this lesson to his countrymen, be did not 
`begin the establishment of his laws after the same manner that 
other legislators did ; I mean, upon contracts and other rites 

*between one man and another, but by•raising thjr minds'up- • 
wards to regard God, and his creation of the world , and by per- 

ruading them, that we men are the most excellmt  of the .erea-
.:  tures of God upon earth. Now when once he had brought theta 
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to submit to religion, he easily persuaded them to submit in all 
other things ; for as to other legislators, they followed fables, 
and by their discourses transferred the most reproachful of human 
vices unto the gods, and so afforded wicked men the most plau-
sible excuses for their crimes; but as for our legislator, when he 
ad once demonstrated that God was possessed of perfect virtue, 

he supposed that men also ought to strive ,after the participation 
fit ; and on those who did not so think, and so believe, he in-

Cieted the severest punishments. I exhort, therefore, my readers 
o examine this whole undertaking in that view; for thereby it 

will appear to them, that there is nothing therein disagreeable 
,either to the majesty of God, or to his love to mankind; for all 
pings have here a reference to the nature of the universe; while 
ur legislator speaks some things wisely, but enigmatically, and 
thers under a decent allegory, but still explains such things as 
equired a direct explication plainly, and expressly. However, 
hose that have a mind to know the reasons of every thing, may 
nd here a very curious philosophical theory, which I 110N in-
eed shall wave the explication of, but if God afford me time 
or it, I will set about writing it *, after I have finished the 
resent work. I shall now betake myself to the history before 
e, after I have first mentioned what Moses says of the creation 

f the world, which I find described in the sacred books after the 
anner following. 

* As to this intended work of Josephus's, concerning the reasons of many of the Jew-
hlasys, and what philosophical or allegorical sense they would bear, the loss of which' 
oth is by soma of the learned not much regretted, I am inclinable in pert to Fabri-
'us's opinion, ap. liavercamp, p. 64, 64 that " we need not doubt but, amonr, 
some vain and frigid conjectures derived from Jewish imaginations, Jooplius would 
have taught us a greater number of excellent and useful things, which perhaps nobody, 
neither among the Jews not among the Christians, can now inform us of; so that I' 

4$:ao 	re a great deal to find it still "extant." 
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BOOK I. 
• CoNTAINTNG TILE INITu VAL of TIIIIEE Tclot.7.AND EIGHT HUN- 

MED AND THIRTY-THREE 1-Euts. 

From the Creation to the Death ef Isaac. 

CIIAPTER I. 

IV 'Constitution qf the World, and th-e Divo,41ion. Y.  the 
Eleineids. 

•§ 1. IN the beginning  God created the heaven and the earth. 
But when the earth did not come into sight, but was -covered 
with thick darknesS, and a wind moved upon its surface, God 

10.  commanded that there should be light : and when that waL; 
• made, be considered the whole mess, and separated the light and 

0  • - 
 

the darkness ; and the name he gave to one was night,. and the 
'other he called day ; and he named the beginning of light, 

.., 
 

and the time of rcsi, the evening and the morning. And this 
.  was indeed the first day. But Moses said it was one day ; the 

,cause of which 1 am able to give even now, but because 1 have 
romised to give such reasons for all things in a treatise by it-

'self, I shall put off its exposition till that time. After this, on 
the second day, he placed the heaven over the whole world, and' 
eparated it from the other parts, and he determinedelt should 
taricl by itself. Ile also placed a ay,:-.alline [firmaiReAtlYound 
t, and put it lc:T.:Owl' in a manner aLjceabl,  to the'•earill, and 

fitted it for r.vini.,,  mciture and rain, and for atibttlitfg the i ..- 
.antage of 	-s. On tl3e third (.1; , v he appolotsiqfie dry t,:m.t 41  
o appear, with the sea it 	rc...7A about it ; and on  t i n, V(`:y 
rune day heir-rade the plants and the sceds to spring out Y't  III.: 
arth. On the fourth day he adorned the heaven with the an, 
he moon, and the other stars, and appointed thein,  their motion9 
nd courses, that the vicissitudes of the smons might be clearly• 

• 
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signified. And on the fifth day he produced the living crea-
tures,  both those that swim, and those that fly; the former in 
the sea, the latter in the air : he also sorted them as to society, 
and mixture for procreation, and that their kinds might increase 
and multiply. On the sixth day he created the four-footed 
beasts, and made them male uad  fOnale  : on the same day he 
also formed man. Accordingly Moses says, that in just six days 
the world and all that is therein was made. And that the se-
venth day was a rest, and a release from the labour of such 
operations ; whence it is that we celebrate P. rest from our la, 
hours on that day, and -call it the Sabbath ; which word denotes 
rest in the Hebrew tongue. 

2. Moreover Moses, after the seventh dav was over 1, begins 
to talk philosophically;. and concerning the formation of man 
says thus; that God took dust from the ground, and formed man, 
and inserted in him a spirit and a soul t. This man was called 
Adam, which in the Hebrew tongue signifies one that is red, be-
cause he was formed out of red earth compounded together; for 
of that kind is virgin and true earth. God also presented the 
living creatures when he had made them, according to their kinds, 
both male and female, to Adam; and gave them those names by 
Which they are still called. But when he saw that Adam had 
no female companion, no society, for there was no such created, 
and that he wondered at the other animals which were nude and 
female, he laid him asleep, and took away one of his ribs, and 
out of it formed the woman ; whereupon Adam knew her when 
she was brought to him, and acknowledged that she was made 

• Since Josephus in Isis Preface, § 4. says, Thatikloses %rote some thinct enigma-
tically, %mile allegorically, and thw rest in plain words, siuro iu ills account of the first 
thapter: of Genesis, and the first three verses of the second, he gives us no hints of 
any ntystel at aU; but when he here comes to ver.  4, &c. he says that !loses, after the 
levkitth day was over, began to talk philolophically, it is not very improbable that be 
Iloifur:od the rest of the second and the third chapters in come enigmatical, or tille-

( toA41, or pbilosophical sense. the change of the name of Coil just at this place, r 	, , 
'ttclo.c.lotuni to Jehovah Elohim; from Goa LG Lord Cud, in the ffehrew, Samaritan, 

rd 	 ugint, does also not u little favour some such change in the narration or con. • ! u 4jetion. 	' 
t We may obserie.here, that Josephmsupposed man to be compounded of spirit, 

told, and body, will St. Paul, 1 lbes. v. 93. and the rest of the ancients: he els6. 
where says also, that the bh;od of animal, was foibi4den to he eaten, as having in it 
toul and apirit. Antiq.B.W. chap. xi. 6  2. 
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out of himself. Now a woman is called in the Hebrew tongue 
Issa ; but the name of this woman was Eve, which signifies the 
mother of all living. 

3. Moses says farther, that God planted a paradise in the east, 
flourishing with all sorts of trees; and that among them was the 
tree of life, and another of knowledge, whereby was to be 
known what was good and evil ; and that when he brought 
Adam and his wife into this garden, he commanded them to take 
care of the plants.. Now the garden was watered by one 
river*;, which ran round about the whole earth, and was parted into 
four parts. And Phison, which denotes a multitude, running 
into India, makes its exit into the sea, and is by the Greeks called 
Ganges. Euphrates also, as well as Tigris, goes down into the 
Red Sea j•. Now the name Euphrates, or Phrath, denotes either 
a dispersion, or a flower ; by Tigris, or Diglath, is signified 
what is swift, with narrowness ; and Geon runs through Egypt, 
and denotes what arises from the east, which the Greeks call 
Nile. 

.1. God therefore commanded that Adam and his wife should 
eat of all the rest of the plants, but to abstain from the tree of 
knolwedge ; and foretold to them, that if they touched it, it 
would prove their destruction. But while all the living crea-
tures had one language 1-, at that time the serpent, which then 

0,  Whence this strange notion came, which yet is not peculiar to Joscphus, but, as 
Dr. Hudson says here, is derived from older authors, as if four of the greatest rivers in 
the world, running two of them at vast distances from the other two, by some means or 
other watered paradise, is hard to say. Only' since Josephus has already appeared to 
allegorise this history, and takes maice that these four names had a particular significa-
tion; Phison for Ganges, a multitude ; Phrath for Euphrates, either a dispersion or a 
flower; Diglath for Tigris, what is swift, with narrowness; and Geon for Nile, what 
arises from the east; we perhaps mistake him when we suppose he literally means those 
four rivers; especially as to Geon or Nile, which arises from the cast, while he very Well 
knew the literal Nile ari_es from the south;  though what farther allegorical sense he 
ht.(' in view, is now, I fear, impossible to be determined. 

t By the Red Sea is not here meant the Arabian Gulf, which alone re now 63 '  by 
that name, but all that south sea, which included the Red Sea, and the Persian t 
as far as the East Indies;  as Rebind end Hudson here t ►uly note, from tit: 60.1 

Hence it appears, that Josephus thought several, at least, of the brute animals, 
particularly the serpent, could speak before the fall. And I think few of the more 
perfect kinds of those animals want the organs of speech at this day. Many induce-
ments there arc also to a notion, that the present state they arc in is not their original 
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lived together with Adam and his wife, showed an envious dis-
position, at his supposal of their living happily, and in obedience 
to the commands of God ; and imagining, that when they dis-
obeyed them, they would fall into calamities, he persuaded the 
woman, out of a malicious intention, to taste of the tree of 
knowledge, telling them, that in that tree was the knowledge of 
good and evil ; which knowledge when they should obtain, 
they would lead a happy life, nay, a life not inferior to that of a 
god : by which means he overcame the woman, and persuaded 
her to despise the command of God. Noiv when she had tasted 
of that tree, and was pleased with its fruit, she persuaded Adam to 
make use of it also. Upon this they perceived that they were 
become naked to one another ; and being ashamed thus to appear 
abroad, they invented somewhat to cover them; for the tree 
sharpened their understanding ; and they covered themselves with 
fig-leaves; and tying these before them, out of modesty, they 
thought they were happier than they were before, as they had 
discovered what they were in want of. But when God came 
into the garden, Adam, who was wont before to come and con-
verse with him, being conscious of his wicked behaviour, went 
out of the way. This behaviour surprised God ; and he asked 
what was the cause of this his procedure ; and why he, that be-
fore delighted in that conversation, did now fly from it, and 
avoid it. When he made no reply, as conscious to himself 
that he had transgressed the command of God, God said, " I 
" had before determined about you both, how you might lead a 
" happy life, without any affliction, and care, and vexation of 
" soul; and that all things which might contribute to your en-
" joyment and pleasure should grow up by my providence, of 
" their own accord, without your own labour and pains-taking ; 
" which state of labour and pains-taking would soon bring on 

e 'and that their capacities have been once much greater than we now see them, 
7 A are capable of being restored to their former condition. But as to this mast ancient, 

d authentic, and probably allegorical account of that grand affair of the fall of our 
,)a -eats, I have somewhat more to say in way of conjecture, but, being only a con- 

tcture, I omit it: only thus far, that the imputation of the slit of our first parents to 
heir posterity, any farther than as some way the cause or occasion of mm's mortality, 

. teems :almost entirely groundless; and that both man, and the other subordinate crea-
tures, are hereafter to be delivered from the curse then brought upon them, and at last 
to be delivered from that bondage of corruption, Rom. 
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" old age, and death would not be at any remote distance: but 
" now thou halt abused this my good v. ill, and bast disobeyed, 

my commands ; for thy silence is not the sign of thy vi►tue, 
" but of thy evil conscience." However, Adam excused his sin, 
and entreated God not to be ang►y at him, and laid the blame 
of what was done upon his wife; and said, that be was deceived 
by her, and thence became an offender ;,while she again accused 
the serpent. But God allotted him punishment, because be 
weakly submitted to the counsel of his wife;.  and said, the ground 
should not henceforthilyield its fruits of its own accord, but that 
when it should be harassed by their labour, it should bring forth 
some of its fruits,. and refuse to bring forth others. He also 

ade Eve liable to the inconveniency of breeding, and the sharp 
pains of bringing forth children, and this because she persuaded 
Adam with the same arguments where ith the serpent had per-
suaded her, and had thereby brought him into a calamitous con-. 
dition. He also deprived the serpent of speech, out of indig-
nation at his malicious disposition towards Adam. Besides this, 
he inserted poison under his tongue, and made him an enemy 
to men ; and suggested to them that they should (fireet their 
strokes against his head, that being the place witcrein lay his 
mischievous designs towards men, and it being' caskst to take 
vengeance on him that way : and when lie had deprived him 
of the use of his feet, he made him to gorrolling all along, and 
dragging himself upon the ground. And when God had ap-
pointed these penalties for them, he removed Adam and Eve out 
of the garden into another place. 

CHAPTER 

• 
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r• 

from him to the Deluge. from him to the Deluge. 

§ I. ADAM and Eve had two sons; the elder of them tg. a 
named gain, which name, when it is interptcted,,..Nigoifies u 
posses+ , The younger was Abel, which simitle& sorrow. 

it 'hey • 	also daughters. Now the tWo Lrethren were pleased 
0,- 
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with different courses of' life; for Abel, the younger, was a lover 
of righteousiwAs, and, believing that God was present at all his 
actions, he 	in virtue; and his employment was that of a 
shepherd. .qult Cain was not only very wicked in other -respects, 
but wa N% holly intent upon getting; and he first contrived to 
plough the ground. He slew his brother on the occasion fol-
lowing. They bad resolved to, sacrifice to God. Now Cain 
brought the, fruits of the earth, and of his husbandry; but Abel 
brought grill;, and the first-fruits of his flocks; but God was 
more delighted with the latter. oblation`; when he was honoured 
with %vim grew naturally of its own. accord, than he was with 
what was the invention of a covetous man, and gotten by forcing 
the ground; whence it was that Cain was vet angry that Abel 
was preferred by God befOre him, and he sleW his brother, and 
hid his dead body, thinking to elippe discovery. . But God, 
knowing what had been done, cams` 'toCain, and asked him, 
what was become'of his.brother ; because he had not seen him 

.of many days, whereas he it: 	to observe them conversing to- 
gether 	other tunes. But Cain was in doubt with himself, 
and knew not what answer to give to God. At first he said, that 
he was himself at a loss about his brother's disappearing; but 
when he 	iqovoked by God, who pressed him vehemently, as 
resolving to know what the matter was, he replfed, he was not • 
his brother's guardian or  keeper,  nor was he an observer of what 
he did. But in return God convicted Cain, as having been the 
murderer of his brother ; and said, " I wonder at thee, that thou 
" knowest 'not what is, become of a man whom thou thyself hast 
" destroyed." God therefore did not inflict the punishment [of 
death] upon him, on account of his offering sacrifice, and 
thereby making supplication to hint not to be extreme in his 
wrath to him ; but be made him accursed, and threatened his 
posterity in the 'seventh generation. He also cast horn, together 
.with his wife, out of that land. And when he was afraid, that 

ti 
,St.Jolin'i account of the reason whienni accepted the sacrifice of Abel, and re-

jr,:teri that of Clio ; as also nit),  Cain slewAlsel,od account of that hi,: acceptance with 
God; is much better than this of Josephw's: I mean, because " Cain was of the evil 
" one,. and slcv: his brother." And " wherefore slew he him? lice:nue his own works 
" were evil, and his brother's,riOtcons." I Joliu id, 12. Josephus's reasuu .cane to 
be no better than a pharisaical notion or tradition. 
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in wandering about he should fall among wild beast's, and by that 
means perish, God bid him not to entertain such a melancholy 
suspicion, and to go over all the earth without fear of what mis-
chief he might suffer from wild beasts; and setting a mark upon 
him, that he might be known, he commanded.  him to depart. 

2. And when Cain had travelled over many countries, he, with 
his wife, built a city, named Nod, which is a place so called, and 
there he settled his abode; where also he had children. How-
ever, be did not accept of his punishment in order to amend-
ment, but to increase his wickedness; for he only aimed to pro-
cure every thing that was for his own bodily pleasure, though it 
obliged him to be injurious to his neighbours. fie augmented
his household substance with much wealth, by rapine and violence; 
he excited his acquaintance to procure pleasures and spoils, by 
robbery, and became a great leader of men into wicked courses. 
He also introduced a change' in that way of simplicity wherein 
men lived before; and was the author of measures and weights. 
And whereas they lived innocently and generously while they 
knew nothing of such arts, he changed the world into cunning 
craftiness. He first of all set boundaries about lands; he built a 
city, and fortified it with walls, and he compelled his family to 
come together to it; and called that city Enoch, after the name 
of his eldest son Enoch. Now Jared was the son of Enoch ; 
whose son was Malaliel ; whose son was Mathusela ; whose- son 
was Lamech ; who had seventy-seven children by two wives, 
Silla and Ma. Of those children by Ada, one was Jabal ; he 
erected tents, and loved the life of a shepherd. But Jubal, who 
was born of the same mother with him, exercised himself in 
music *; and invented the psaltery and the harp. But Tuba], one 
of his children by the other wife, exceeded all men in strength, 
and was very expert and famous in martial performances. He 
procured what tended to pleasures of the body by it 	1 
and first of all invented the art of making brass. 1 
also the father of a daughter, whose name was Naamt 
cause he was so skilful in matters of divine revelati 
knew he was to be punished for Cain's murder of 14* brothcf„ 

• From this Juba!, not improbably, came Johel, the trumpet of jet,”;  or  jubilee ;  
that large and loud musical instrument, used in proclaiming, the libert: 	the yc*r of 
Jubilee. 
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he made that known to his wives. Nay even while Adam was 
alive, it came to pass, that the posterity of Cain became exceed-
ing wicked, every one successively dying one after another, 
more wicked than the former. They were intolerable in war, 
and vehement in robberies ; and if any one were slow to murder 
people, yet was he bold in his profligate behaviour, in acting 
unjustly, and doing injuries for gain. 

3. Now Adam, who was the first man, and made out of the 
earth (for our discourse must now be about him), after Abel was 
slain, and Cain fled away on account of his murder, was 
solicitous for posterity, and had a vehement desire of children, he 
being, two hundred and thirty years old ; after which time he lived 
other seven hundred, and then died. He had indeed many 
other children *, but Seth in particular. As for the rest it would 
he tedious to name them ; I will therefore only endeavour to give 

I
vn account of those that proceeded from Seth. Now this Seth, 
hen he was brought up, and came to those years in which he 

ould discern what was good, be became a virtuous man; and as 
c was himself of an excellent character, so did he leave child-
en behind him, who imitated his virtuest. All these proved to 

be of good dispositions. They also inhabited the same country 
without dissensions, and in a happy condition, without any mis-
fortunes falling upon them till they died. Thi'y also were the 
inventors of that peculiar sort of wisdom which is concerned 
with the heavenly bodies, and their order. And that their in-
ventions might not be lost before they were sufficiently known, 
upon Adam's prediction that the world was to be destroyed at one 
time by the force of fire, and at another time by the violence 
And quantity of water, they made two pillars / ; the one of brick, 

0 The number of Adam's children, as says the old tradition, was thirty-three sons, 

1
1  .  id twenty-three daughters. 

1. What is here said of Seth and his posterity, that they were very good and virtuous, 
tid at 4lie UMW time very happy, without any considerable misfortunes, for seven gc- 
erations [see ch. ii. § 1. before, and eh. iii. §. 1. hereafter], is exactly agreeable to 
Itt,state of 'the world, and the conduct of Providence, in all the first ages. 

: Of Josephus's mistake here, when he took Seth the son of Adam, for Seth or Se- .. 
sosnis, king of Egypt, the erecter of this pillar in the land of Siriad, see Essay on 
the Old Testament, Appendix, p. 159, 160. Although the main of this relation might 
be true: and Adam might foretell a conflagration. and a .delogc, which all antiquity 
witnesses to be an ancient tradition; nay, Seth's posterity might engrave their in- 
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the other of stone': they inscribed their discoveries-On them both, 
that in case the pillar of brick should be destroyed by the flood, 
the pillar of stone might remain, and exhibit those discoveries to 
mankind; and also inform them that there was another pillar of 
brick erected by them. Now this remains in the land of Siriacl 
to this day. 

CHAPTER III, 

Concerning the Flood ; rind after what manner Noah was saved 
in an Ark, with his Kindred, and afterwards dwelt in the 
plain of Shinar. 

1.  NOW this posterity of Seth continued to esteem God as 
the Lord of the universe, and to have an entire regard to virtue, 
for seven generations; but in process of time they were perverted, 
and forsook the practices of their forefathers, and did neither 
pay those honours to God which were appointed them, nor had 
they any concern to do justice towards men. But for what degree 
of zeal they had formerly shown for virtue, they now showed by 
their actions a double degree Of wickedness; whereby they made 
God to be their enemy. For many angels* of God accom-
panied with women, and begat sons that proved unjust, and 
despisers of all that was good, on account of the confidence they 
bad in their own strength ; for the tradition is, that these men 
did what resembled the acts of those whom the Grecians call 
giants. But Noah was very uneasy at what they did; and, 
being displeased at their conduct, persuaded them to change 
their dispositions, and their acts, for the better . But seeing they 
did not yield to.him, but were slaves to their wicked pleasures, 
he was afraid they would kill him, together with his m ife and 

wentions in astronomy,,On two such pillars, yet it is no way credible that tI 	cni 
survive the deluge, which lets buried all such pillars and edifices far undo r;;1'1),,1,1 i 
tore sedinseat of its waters; (specially since -Out like pillars of the figyptia !•;toth 

weresostris 	extant, after the flood, in tip laud of Siriad, and perhaps in tl.r 
ifosephus also, as is shown in the place here referred to. 

• 41. This potion, that the Callen angels were, is some sense, the fethus of 

r giants, was th$,,,,ionstant opinion of autipity. 

'4V.;' 
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children, and those they had married ; so he departedont of that 
land. 

2. Now God loved this man for his righteousness : yet lie 
not only condemned those other men for their wiet:edness,-but 
determined to destroy tine whole race of mankind, and to nhtle. 
another race that should he pure from wickedness: and cutting 
short their lives, and making their years not so many as they 
fOrmerly lived, but one hundred and twenty only  1., he turned 
the dry land into sea ; and thus were all these men destroyed. 
But Noah alone was saved, for God suggested to him the ItAlow-
in,i7 contrivance and way of escape; that he should make an ark 
of low. stiarks high, three hundred cubits long, fifty cubits 
broad, and thirty cubits high. Accordingly he entered into that 
ark, and his wife and sons, and their wives ; and put into it 
not only other provisions, to support their wants there, but also 
sent in with the rest, all sorts of living creatures, the male and 
his female, for the preservation of their kinds ; and others of 
them by sevens. Now this ark had firm walls, and a roof, and 
was braced with cross beams, so that it could not be any way 
drowned or overborne by the violence of the water. And thtis 
was Noah, with his family, preserved. Now he was the tenth 
from Adam, as being the son of Latnech; whose father was 
Mathusala. He was the son of Enoch, the sota«of Jared ; and 
Jared was the son of Mahaleel, who, with many of his sisters, 
were the children of Cain, the son of Enos. Now Enos was 
the son of Seth, the-son of Adam. 

3. This calamity happened in the six hundredth year of No-
ah's government [age], in the second month :II:, called by the 

*JoFephus here supposea, that the hi- of the:a! Giants, for of thou enly do I under-
stand him, was now reduced to 120 years ; which is confirmed by the fragment of 
Enoch, ti 10. in Anthent. Rec. Part I p. 264. Fur as to the rest of mankind, Jose-
phw himself confcztes their lives were much Inner than 120 years,for many ;4:Iterations 

:•;,tafter the flood, as we shall see presently ; and he says they were gradually shortened till 
Sacs of Moses, and then fixed [for some time] at 1:1C. Chap. vi. § 5. Nor indeed 

need we rsippose, that either Enoch or Jose phus nn ant to interpret these 120 yeera for 
the life of men hefbre the flood, to be dill-crew from the 120 Nears of God's patience 
[erraps while the ark was preparing] till the deluge; which I take to be the mean-
ihg of God, when he threatened this wicked wottl, that 11' they, so lung continued im-
penitent, their days should he no mow titan 120  ycoTs. 

I' A cubit is about 21 English inches. 
Josephuo here trill.): determines, that the year at the flood began about the au- 
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Macedonians Pius, but by the Hebrews Marhesvan; for so did 
they order their year in Egypt. But Moses appointed that Ni-
san, which is the same with Xanthicus, should be the first month, 
for their festivals, because he brought them out of Egypt in that 
month. So that this month began the year, as to all the solem-
nities they observed to the honour of God; although he preserved 
the original order of the months, as to selling and buying, and 
other ordinary affairs. Now he says, that this flood began on 
the • twenty-seventh [seventeenth] day of the forementioned 
month; and this was two thousand six hundred and fifty-six 
[one thousand five hundred and fifty-six years] from Adam the 
first man; and the time is written down in our sacred books, 
those who then lived having noted down, with great accuracy, 
both the births and deaths of illustrious men. 

4. For indeed Seth was born when Adam was in his two hun-
dred and thirtieth year, who lived nine hundred and thirty years. 
Seth begat Enoch in his two hundred and fifth year; who, when 
he had lived nine hundred and twelve years, delivered the go-
vernment to Cain his son, whom he had at his hundred and 
ninetieth year. 'He lived nine hundred and five years. Cainan, 
when he had lived nine hundred and ten years, had his son Ma-
laleel, who was born in his hundred and seventieth year. This 
Malaleel, having lived eight hundred and ninety-five years, died, 
leaving his son Jared, whom he begat when he was at his hun-
dred and sixty-fifth year. He lived nine hundred and sixty-two 
years; and then his son Enoch succeeded him, who was born 
when his father was one hundred and sixty-two years old. Now 
he, when be had lived three hundred and sixty-five years, de-
parted, and went to God; whence it is that they have not writ-
ten down his death. Now Mathusala, the son of Enoch, who. 

tumnal equinox: as to what day of the month the flood began, our Hebrew and Sa-
maritan, and perhaps Josephus's own copy, more rightly placed it on the 1;• tit day, 
instead of the 27th, as here ;  for Josephus agrees with them as to the distance  of 
days, to the 17th day of the seventh month, as Ccn. vii. ult. with viii. s. 

• Josephus here takes notice, that these ancient genealogies were litst set down 
those that then lived, and from them were transmitted down to posterity; which L 
pose to be the true account of that matter. For there is no reason to imagine that men 
were not taught to read and write soon after they were taught to speak ; and peilisps all 
by the Messiah himself, who, under the Father, was the Creator or Governor. of man-
kind, anal who frequently, in those early days, appeared to them. 
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was born to him when he was one 'hundred and sixty-five years 
old, had Lamech for his son, when he was one hundred and 
eighty-seven years of age ; to whom he delivered the govern-
ment, when he had retained it nine hundred and sixty-nine years. 
Now Lamech, when he had governed seven hundred and seventy-
seven years, appointed Noah his son to be ruler of the people, 
who was born to Lamech when he was one hundred and eighty-
ttVo years old, and retained the government nine hundred and 
fifty years. These years collected together, make up the sum 
before set down. But let no one inquire into the deaths of these 
men, for they extended their lives along together with their 
children and grandchildren; but let him have regard to their 
births only. 

.5. When God' gave the signal, and it began to rain, the water 
poured doWn forty entire days, till it became fifteen cubits high-
er than the earth ; which was the reason why there was no 
greater number preserved, since they had no place to fly to. 
When the rain ceased, the water did but just begin to abate, 
after one hundred and fifty days, that is, on the seventeenth day 
of the seventh month, it then ceasing to subside for a little while. 
After this the ark rested on the top of a certain mountain in Ar-
menia ; which when Noah understood, he opened it, arid see-
ing a small piece of land about it, he continued quiet, and con-
ceived some cheerful hopes of deliverance. But a few days after-
ward, when the water was decreased to .a greater degree, he 
sent out a raven, as desirous to learn whether any other 
part of the earth were left dry by the water, and whether he 
might go out of the ark with safety; but the raven, finding 
all the land still' overflowed, returned to Noah again. And 
after seven days he - sent out ,  a dove, to know the state of the 
ground ; which came back to him covered with mud, and bring-
ing an olive-branch. Hereby Noah learned, that the earth was 
•ecome clear of the flood. So after he had staid seven more 
days, he sent the living creatures out of the :irk; and both he 

''Rand his 'family went out, when he also sacrificed to God, and 
feast :id with his companions. However, the Armenians call this 

'place Ari ,';a7for *, the place of descent; for the ark being 
This itar:cc-rAvoy, or place of descent, is the proper rendering of the Armenian name 

.of this very city. It is called iti Ptolemy Naxualia, and by P.Io:e; Chorenensiq, the 
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saved in that place, its remains are showed there 'by the inhabit-
ants to this day. 

6. Now all the writers of barbarian histories make mention 
of this flood, and of this ark; among whom is Berosus the Chal-
dean : for when he was describina the circumstances of the flood, 
he goes on thus: " It is said there is still some part of this ship 
" in Armenia, at the mountain of the CwdYieans; and that some 
" peophe carry oils  pieces of the bit.mio 	which they take awi.y, 
" and use chiefly as amulets for the averting of mischiefs." 
Hieronymusthe Egyptian also, who wrote the Phenician Antiqui-
ties, and NInaseas, and a great many wore, make mention of the 
same. Nay, 	of Damascus, in his ninety-sixth book, 
bath a particular relation about them ;• where he Te'aks thus: 
"'lucre ill a greJt n•ountain in Annenia, cave• 7.‘linyas, called 
" Buis, upon which it is rcrirted 	 tit,  fled at the 
" time of the deluge were sated; a:.•1 that: o;1:-.; 	was carried 
" in an ark came on shore upon the t..:1) of ir, anal that the re- 
" mains of th.: timber were a. great 	pitSerN tqi 	might 
" he the man about whom 	the let 1t: 	of the Jews, 
"' wrote." 

7. But as fur Noah, he was afraid, sin:e t c. i had determined 
to destroy mankind, lest he should drown the earth every year; 
so he offered burnt-offerings, and bcsou,,411tCod that nature might 
hereafter go on in its former orderly course, and tbLz he would 
not bring on so great a judgment any 'more, by which the whole 
race of creatures might he in dangel• of destruction; Lu; that, 
having now punished the wicked, In: v,•ould of his goodui:ss spare 
the remainder, and such as lie had hitherto judged lit to be de-
livered from sa severe a calamity; for that 0.hcrwise tiles.: last 
must be more miserable than the first, and that they 1-17.W1 be con- 

Armenian hlstcria Idshenan; but at die place iiself, N'aciLi.:nemin, which signifies the 
first place of < 	, and a frAting monument of the pre,,....n.T.tion of Nod :11 tut ark: 
opon the top 0 t tat monlitain, at VillOSe foot it was Luik, its the fan city 	melt after 
the flood. See Antiq. Bock XX. Ch. ii. § 3. Vd. II. cod Aloses Chorenent'  , who 
says elsewhere, that another town was related by tradition to have been caller: .loon , 
the place of dispersion, on account of the (lisrersion of Xi91111tr 1.19'd  or Noalid 
thence first made. 'Whether any remnins of till. ark la still preatived, 
of the country suppme, I cannot certainly :cll. Mons. Tot:nu:fait had, not very lot:,; 

mind to sec the place hitnself, but met ivith too grcat tliogers  and tlitlicult173 I.) %Co. 
tare  thwoup them. 
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demned to a worse condition than the others, unless they be suf- 
fered to escape entirely; that. is, if they 	reserved for another 
deluge, while they must he afflicted wit 1 e terror and sight of 
the first deluge, and must also be destroyed by a second. • He 
also entreated God to accept of his sacrifice, and to grant, that the 
earth might never again undergo the like effects of his wrath; that 
men might be permitted to go on cheerfully in cultivating the. 

• same; to build cities, and live happily in them; and that they 
might not be deprived of any Of those good things which they 
enjoyed before the flood; but might attain to the like leryth of 
days and old age, which the ancient people had arrived at 
before. 

8. When Noah had made these supplications, God, who loved 
the man for his righteousness, granted entire success to his prayer::; 
and said, that it was not he who brought the destruction on a 
polluted world, but that they underwent that vengeance on ac= 
count of their own wickedness ; and that he had not brought men 
into the world, it he had himself determined to destroy them, it 
being an instance of greater wisdom not to have granted them life 
At all, than after it was granted to procure their destruction; " but 
the injuries," said he, " they offered to my holiness and virtue, 
forced me to bring this punishment upon them. But twill leave 
off for the time to come to require such punishmetfts, the effixts 
of so great wrath, for their future wicked actions, and especially  ,, 
on account of thy prayers. But if I shall at any time send tem.  i  
pests of rain in an extraordinary manner, be nut affrighted at the . 
largeness of the showers, for the waters shall no more overspread 
the earth. However, I require you to abstain from shedding the 
blood of men, and to keep yourselves pure from murder; and to 
punish those that commit any such thing. 1 peamit you to make 
use of all the other living creatures at your pleasure, and as your 
appetites lead you ; for I have made you lords of them all, both 
of those that walk on the land, and those that swim in the waters, 
and of those that fly in the regions of the air on high; excepting 
their blood, for therein is the life. But I will give you a sign 
that I have left off my anger, by my bow" (whereby is meant 
lie rainbow, for they-determined that the rainbow ‘sass the bowl 

. of God). And when God had said and promised thus, he went 
away. 

vot. I 
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9. Now when Noah had lived three hundred and fifty years 
after the flood, and  jat  all that time happily, he died, having 
lived the number of nine hundred and fifty years. But let nu 
one, upon comparing the lives of the ancients with our lives, 
and with the few years which we .now live, think, that what 
we have said of them is false; or make the shortness of our lives 
aft  present an argument, that neither did they attfin to so long a 
duration of life : for those ancients were beloved of God, and 
[lately) made by God himself ; and, because their food was then 
fitter. for the prolongation of life, might well live so great a num-
ber of years. And besides, God afforded them a longer time of 
life on account of their virtue, and the good use they made of it 
in astronomical and geometrical diseoveri6, which would not 
have afforded the time of foretelling [the - periods of the stars"), 
unless they had lived six hundred vear,:; for the Great Year is 
completed in that interval. • Now I have for witnesses to what I 
have said, all those that have written antiquities, both among 
the Greeks and barbarians : for even Alanetho, who wrote the 

11  Egyptian hi0ory, and Bcrosus, who collected the Chaldean 'no-
_ numents, and Mochus, and Hestiwns, and besides these, Hicr-

onymus  the Egyptian, and those that composed the Phenician 
- history, agree to what 1 here say: Hesiod also, and Ffecatmus, 
and Ifellanicus, and Acusilaus; and, besides these, Ephorus 
and Nicolaus relate, that the ancients lived a thousand years. 
But as to these matters, let every one look upon them as they 
think 

• CHAPTER 1V. 

.oncerning the Tower of Babylon, and the confusion of 
Tongues. 

.§ 1. Now the sons of Noah were three, Shorn, and 3apiwt, 
and Ham, born one hundred years before the deluge. These 

, . first of all descended from the `mountainsinto the plains, and 

1111 
 xed their habitation there ; and persuaded others who went 
ready afraid of the lower grounds on account of the flood, arid 

so were very loth to come down from the higher place., to' 
INIE 
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venture to follow their examples. Now the plain iisn which.they 

1
u

first dwelt was called Shinar. God also commanded 'them to 

)th 

end colonies abroad, for the thorough peopling of the earth; 
'. tat they might not cause seditious among themselves, but might 
ultivate a great part of the earth,. and enjoy its fruits after a 
lentifid manner. But they were so ill-instructed, that they did 
of obey God; for which reason they fell into calamities, and 
'ere made sensible by experience, of what sin they had been 
uilty. For when they flourished with a numerous youth, God 
lmonished them again to send out colonies; but they,agin-

ing that the prosperity they enjoyed was not derived from the 
favour of God, but supposing that their own power was the 

it, roper cause of the plentiful condition they were in, did nut 
bey him. Nay, they added to this their .disobedience to the 

-  divine will, the suspicion that they were therefore ordered to 
send out separate colonies, thtt, being divided asunder, they 
might the more easily be oppressed. 

2. Now it was Nimrod who excited them to such an affront 
nd contempt of God. He was the grandson of Ham, the son 
f Noah; a bold man, and of great strength of hand. He per-
naded them not to ascribe it to God, as if it was through his 

means they were happy, but to believe that it was their own 
courage which procured that happiness. lie !also gradually 
changed the government into tyranny; seeing no other way of 
turning men from the fear of God, but to bring them into a con-

ant dependence upon his power. Ile also said, " he would 
:.  14  be revenged on God: if.he should have a mind to drown the 

4  world again; for that he would build a tower too high for the 
" waters to be able to.  reach; and that he would avenge himself 
" on pod for destroying their forefathers.," 

Now the multitude were very ready to follow the deter-
bon of Nimrod, and to esteem it a piece of cowardice to 

unit to God; and they built a tower, neither sparing any 
-tins, nor being in any degree negligent about the work. And, 

by reason of the multitude of hands employed in it, it grew very 
high, sooner than any one could expect ; but the thickness of it 
was so great, and it was so strongly built, that thereby its great 
height seemed, upon the view, to be less than it really was, it 

**as  built of burnt brick, cemented together with mortar, made 
G 2 
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of bitumen, that it might not be liable to admit water. When 
God saw that they acted so madly, he did not resolve to destroy 

- them utterly, since they were not grown wiser by the destruction 
of the former sinners; but he caused a tumult among them, by 
producing in them divers languages, and causing, that through 
,the multitude of those languages, they should not be able to 
understand one another. The place wherein they built the 
tower is now called Babylon, because of the confusion of that 
language which they readily understood before; for the HebreWs 
mean by the word Babel, Confusion. The Sibyl also makes 
mention of this tower, and of the confusion of the language, 
when she says thus: " When all men were of one language, 
" some of them built a high tower, as if they' would thereby 
" ascend up to heaven; but the gods sent storms of wind and 
" overthrew the tower, and save  every one his peculiar language; 
" and for this reason it was that the city was called Babylon." 
But as to the plain of-Shinar, in the country of Babylonia, Hes-
tiwus mentions it when he says thus: " Such of the priests as 
" were saved, took the sacred vessels of Jupiter Enyalius, and 

came to Shinar of Babylonia." 

CHAPTER V. 

;111er what manner the posterity of Noalt sent out Colonies, and 
inhabited the whole Earth. • 

§ I.  AFTER this they were dispersed abroad, on account of 
their languages, and went out by colonies every where; and 
each colony took possession of that land which they light upon, 
and unto which God led them, so that the whole continent wa,, 
filled with them, both the inland and maritime countries. There 
were some also who passed over the sea in ships, and inhabited 
the islands: and some of those nations do still retain the deno-
minations which fiivere given them by their first founders; but 
SOM  I  y  ye lost them also; and some have only admitted certain 
eh , 

	

	 in them, that they might be the more intelligible to 
habitants. And they were the Greeks who became the 

titiors  of such mutations. For, when in after-ages they grew 
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potent, they claimed to themselves the glory of antiquity; giv-
ing names to the nations that sounded well (in Gruel), that 
they might be better understood among themselves; and setting 
agreeable forms of government over theni, as if they were a 
people derived from themselves. 

4. 

CHAPTER VI. 

flow every Nation was denominated from their first Inhabitants. 

§ J. NOW they were the grandchildren of Noah, in honour of 
whom names were imposed on the nations by those that first 
seized upon them. Japhet the son of Noah had seven sons; 
they inhabited so, that, beginning at the mountains Taurus and 
Amanus, they proceeded along Asia, as far as the river Tamils, 

'  and along Europe to Cadiz; and settling themselves on the lands 
they light upon, which none bad inhabited before, they called ; 
the nations by their own names. For Gomer founded those 
whom the Greeks now call Galatians [Galls], but were then 
called Gomerites. Magog founded those that from him were 

al  named Magogites, but who are by the Greeks called Scythians. 
FIF  Now as to Javan and Madai, the sons of Japhe4 from Madai 

.  came the Madeans, which are called Medes by the Greeks; but.  •I 
from Javan, ..IOnia and all the Grecians are derived. Thad 
'founded the Thobelites, which are now called Iberes; and the 

.,Mosocheni were founded by 11/losoch ; now they are Cappado-
'  cians. There is also a mark of their ancient denomination still 
'to  be showed; for there is even now among them a city called' 

„Mazaca, which may inform.  those that are able to understand, 
,that so was the entire nation once called. Thiras.also called 
-tonose whom be ruled over, Thirasians; but the Greeks changed 

.. the Liam intoThraeians. And so many were the countries that had 

I

, 

 

the chil:lren of Japhet for their inhabitants. Of the three sons 
Hof Gomer,:Vteha- nax founded the Aschanaxians, who are now call-
ed by the Greeks Rheginians. So did Riphath found the Ui-
pheans, now called Paphlagonians ; and Thrugramma. the Then-
grammeans, who, as the Greeks resolved, were named Phrykians. 
Of the three sons of Javan'also, the son of Japhet, Elisa gave 
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name to the Eliseans, who were his subjects; they are now the 
fliolians. Tharsus to the Tharsians ; for so was Cilicia of old . 
called; the sign of which is this, that the noblest city they have, 
and a metropolis also,' is Tarsus, the tau being by change put 
for the theta. Cethimus possessed the island Cethhua; it is 
now called Cyprus : and from that it is that all islands, and the 
greatest part of the sea-coasts, arc named Cethiw by the He-
brews: and one city there is in Cyprus that has been able to pre-
serve its denomination ; it is called Citius, by those who use the 
language of the Greeks, and has not, by the use of that dialect,r  
escaped the name of Cethim. And so many nations have the 
children and grand-children "of Japhet pOssessed. Now when I 
have premised somewhat, which perhaps, the Greeks do not' 

...know, I will return and explain what I have omitted ; for such 
names are pronounced here after the manner of the Greeks, to 
please my readers, for our own country language does not so pro-
nounce them : but the names in all cases are of one and the. 
same ending; for .the name we here pronounce Nocas, is there 
Noah, and in every case retains the same termination. 	g 

2. The children of Ham possessed the land froth Syria and, 
minus, and the mountains of Libanus, seizing upon all that  l 

was on its sea-coasts, and as far as the ocean, and keeping it as 
their own. Some indeed of its names are utterly vanished away; 
others of them being changed, and another sound given them, 
are hardly to-be discovered; yet a few there are which have kept 
their denominations entire : for of the four sons of I lam, time 
has not at all hurt the name of Chus; for the Ethiopians, over ' 
whom he reigned, are even at this day, both by themselves, and .  
by all men in Asia, called Chusites. The menuny also of the' 
Mesraites is preserved in their name; for all we who inhabit this 
country [of Judea] call Lgypt Mestre, and the Egyptians Mes-
treans. Phut also was the founder of Libya, and called the ins 
habitants Phutitcs, from himself: there is also a river in the 

try of the Moors ‘vhiell hears that name; whence it is thrit 
ay see the greatest part of the Grecian historiographers 

ention that river, and the adjoining country, by the appellation 
f Phut : but the name it has now, has beetl'by change given it 

from one of the sons of Mestrann, who was called Lybyos. 
We will inform you presOntly what has been the occasion why 
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it has been called Africa also. Canaan, the fourth son of flam 
inhabited the country now called Judea, and called it from 
his own name Canaan. The children of these [104] were these:, 
Sabas, who founded the Sabeans; Evilas, who founded the Evi-
leans, who are called Getuli; Sahathes founded the Sabathens, 
they are now called hy the Greel<s Astahorans; Sabaetas set-
tled the Sabactens; and Ragmus the Ragniettus; and he had 
two sons, the one of which, Judadas, settled the Judadeans, 
a nation of the western Ethiopians, and left them his name; as 
did Sabas to the Sabeans. .But Nimrod, the son of Chus, staid 
and tyrannised at Babylon, as we have already informed you. 
Now all the children of Mesraim, king eight in number, pos-
sessed the country Itom Gaza to Egypt, though it retained the 
name of one only, the.  Philistim, for the Greeks call part of that 
country Palestine. As for the rest, Ludieimn, and Enemim, and 
Labim, who alone inhabited in Libya, and called the country 
from himself, Nedim, and Pliethrosim, and Chesloim, and 
Cephthorim, we know nothing of them besides their HarrICS ; for 
the Ethiopic wars, which we shall describe hereafter, was the 
cause that those cities were overthrown. The sons of Canaan 
were these, Sidonius, who also built a city of the .auto  name; 
it is called by the Greeks Sidon : Amathus inhabited in Aura= 
thine, which is even now called Aniathe by the iahabitants, al-
though the .Maecdonians named it Epiphania, from one of his 
posterity: Arudeus possessed the island Aradus Articl: pos-
sessed Arec, ‘vhielt is in Libanus. But for the seven others, . 
[Eueus], Chcttcus, Jebusens, Amorreus, Gergesus, lindens, 
Sineus, Samaretts, we have nothing in the sacred boolos. but 
their names, for the Hebrews: overthrew their cities ; and theit 
calamities came upon them on the occasion following. 

3. Noah, when, after the deluge, the earth was rose et m 
its former condition, set about its cultivation ; and when he had 
planted it with vine;, and %viten' the fruit WZIS ripe, and he had 

One observation ought not Ittrc to he neglected, pith regard TO That Ethiopic war, 
which 1\105rR, 135 tTCOCEtti Of the E.:41111.On, iiitt an cud to, A wig. H. 1f. chap. c. mid 
about which our late writer:; 	very much unconet•risql; viz, taut it sits a n,o of - 
'hat consequence, a,. to occasion the rewoval or destruction ut tiix Or seven flan. ti. of 
,he rot;terity of Miurairn, with their cities : which JusepIncl would not have t.aid, if 

be had not had ancient records to justify thwe his assertiorp, though thine NNW: 
now  all lost, 
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gathered the grapes in their season, and the wine was ready fOr 
use, he offered sacrifice, and feasted, and, being drunk, ht, ., '1 
asleep, and lay naked in an unseemly manner. When II' ,  
youngest son saw this, he came laughing, and showed him to hi • 
brethren; but they covered their father's nakedness. And wile 
Noah was made sensible of what had been done, he prayed ft.:
prosperity to his other sons; but for Ham, he did not curse him.  
by reason of his nearness in blood, but cursed his posterity. 
And when the rest of them escaped that curse, God indicted it 
on the children of Canaan. But as to these matters we sh; 
speak more hereafter. 

4. Shem, the third son of Noah, had five sons, who inhabit-
ed the land that began at Euphrates, and reached to the Indian 
ocean. For Elam left behind him the Elamites, the ancestors 
of the Persians. Ashur lived at the city Ninive ; and named his 
subjects Assyrians, who became the most fortunate nation, be-
yond others. Arphaxad named the Arphaxadites, who are now 
called Cita'deans. Aram had the Aramites, which the Greeks 
call Syrians ; as Laud founded the Lauditcs, which are now 
called Lydians. Of the four sons of Arran, Uz founded Tracho- 

\ 	. mtis and Damascus; this country lies between Palestine and 
Celesyria. Ul founded Armenia; and Gather the Bactrians; 
and Mesa the Mesaneans; it is now called Charax Spasini. 
Sala was the son of Arphaxad; and his son was Heber, from 
whom they originally. called the Jews Hebrews. Heber begat 
Joctan 'and Phaleg : he was called Phalcg because he 'was born 
at the dispersion of the nations to their several Countries; for 
Pludeg, among i-ie Hebrews, signifies division. Now Joetan, 

l

Oone  of the suns of Heber, had these sons, Elumdad, Saleph, 
Asermoth, Jera, Adorun, Aizel, Decla, Ebal, Abimael, 'Sa-
bens, Ophir, Ettilat, and Jobab. These inhabited from Cophen, 

It. That the Jose were called Helm:m.5, from this their progenitor Heber, our author 
. 	Joseplms here. rightly affirms; and net from Abram the Hebrew, or patpeq,cr over Eu- 

jr 

 0 

 
. 	phrufes40.6if 	many of the moderns suppose. Stem is  also called the  father of all the 
- 	- 	'  eril' of  licher, or of all the:  Hebrews, in a history long befOre Abram passed over 

'  tee, Cen. x. -11. though it roust be confessed, that Gen. xiv. 13. where the ori-
.  says, they told Abram the Hebrew, the Septuagint. renders it, the passenger, 

-11ri"Te;.  But this is spoken only of Abeam himiielf, who had then lately passed over 
• ophrates; and is another signification of the Hebrew  14'01d, taken al an appellati;e, 
and not as a proper name. 
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an Indian river, and in part of Aria adjoining to it. And this 
shall suffice concerning the sons of Shem. 

5. 1 will now treat of the Hebrews. The son of Phaleg, . 

..whose father was tither, was Ragan ; whose son was Serug, 
o whom was born Nahor ; 'his son was Temhe who was the tit-
her of Abraham, who accordingly was the tenth from Noah, 
stid was born in the two hundred and ninety-second year after 

c d; loge; for Terah begat Abram in his seventieth year. Na-
or begat Haran, when he was one hundred and twenty years 
Id;, Nahor was born to Serug at his hundred and thirty-second 

year; Ragan had Serug at one hundred and thirty ; at the same 
age also Phaleg had Ragan; Heber begat Phaleg in his hundred 

.._ 
 

and thirty-fourth year; he himself being begotten by Sala, 
Iffligrivillielien  he was a hundred and thirty years old, whom Arphaxad 

had for his son at the hundred and thirty-filth year of his age. 
Arphaxad was the son of Shem, and born twelve years after the 
I

a 

	Abram had two brethren, 	 m Nahor and Haran : of .  
hese Harlin left a son, Lot; as also Sarai and Mileha his 
. ughters; and died among the Chaldeans, in a city of the Chi-
.ans, called Ur ; and his 'monument is showed to this day. 
• hese married their nieces. Nahor married Milcha, and Abram 

married Sarai; Now 'Fah- hating Chaldea, ou account of his 
mourning lbr Haran, they all removed to Plamaof Mesopota-
mia, where Terah died, and was buried, when he had lived to 
be two hundred and five years old; for the life of man was al-
ready, by degrees, diminished, and became shorter than before, 
till the birth of Moses ; after whom the term of human lift.! was 
one hundred and twenty years, God determini, „; it to the length 
that Moses happened to live. Now Nahor had eight sons by 
Milcha; Uz and Buz, liemuel, Chesed, Azau, PheldEts, Ja-
delph, and Bethuel.. These were all the genuine sons of Nahor; 
for Teba awl Glaam, arid Tachas, and Maaea, were born of 
Reuma his concubine; but Bethuel had a daughter Rebecca, 

any 
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CHAPTER VII. 
. 	. 

Hew Abram our fin-cpther went out of Ow land of the Chol-kviet 
and lived in Liteland then called Canaan, but now Judca. 

§ Y. NOW  Abram having no son of his own, adopted Let, 
his brother Haran's son, and his wife Sarai's brother; and ha. 
left the land of Chaldha, when Itc vac seventy five year, 01.1, anf 
at the command of God went into Canaan, and therein he (1, \ 
himself, and left it to his.posterity. He was a persoirof gnat: 
sagacity, both for understanding all things, and persuading his 
hearers, and not mistaken in his opinions; for which vetr.a.n 
he began to have higher notions of virtue than others had, mid 
he determined to renew and to change the opinion all men hap-
pened then to have concerning God ; for he was the first that 
ventured to publish this notion, that there was but one God, 
the Creator of the universe; and  that, as  to other [gods],, if they 
contributed any thing to the happiness of men, that each of 
Ahem afforded it only accprding to his .appointment, and not by 
their own power. 'Phis his opinion was &hived from the irre-

Tular phenomena that were visible both at land and sea, as well 
as those that happen to the sun and moon, and all the heavenly 

obodies, thus: ff If [said he] these bodies .had power of their 
." own, they would certainly take rare of their own regular mo- 

tions; but since they do not preserve such regularity, they 
" make it plain, that so far as they co-operate to our advantage, 
" they do it not of their own abilities, but as they are subservient 

to him that commands them, to whom alone we ought justly 
" to offer our honour and thanksgiving." For which doctrines, 
when the Chaldcans, and other people of Mesopotamia, raised 
a  tumult against him, he thought fit to leave limit country ; . ana 
at the command, and by the assistance of God, he came and 
lived in the land of Canaan. And when he was there settled, he 
built An altar, and performed a sacrifice to God. 

Berosus mentions our•father Abram without mining him, 
he says thus: " In the tenth generation afier the flood, 

ere was among the Chaldeans a man righteous and great, 
and skilful in the celestial science," But liecateus does more 
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than barely mention him; for he composed and left behind him 
a hook concerning him. And Nicolaus of Damascus, in the 
fourth book of his history, says thus : " Abram reigned at Da- 
" mascus, being a foreigner, who came with an army out of the 
" land above Babylon, called the land of the Chaldeans. But 
44  after a long time he got him up, and removed from that eoun- 

try also with his people, and went into the land then called 
1• the land of Canaan, but now the land of Judea, and this 
" Man his posterity were become a multitude; as to which po3- 
" terity of his, we relate their history in another work. Now 
" the name .of Abram is even still famous in the country of Da- 
" maseu-ii and there is showed a village named from him, The 
" Habitation of Abram." 

CHAPTER VIII. 

77tat when there was a famine in Canaan, Abram went thence 
into Egypt; and after he laid maimed there a while, he re-
turned back again. 

§ 1. NOW after this, when a famine'had invaded the land 
of Canaan, and Abram had cEscoyered that the Egyptians were 
in a flourishing condition, he was disposed to go down to them, 
both to partake of the plenty .they enjoyed, and to become au 
auditor of their priests, and to know what they said concerning 
the gods; designing either to follow them, if they had better 
notions than he, or to convert them into a better way, if his 
own notions proved the truest. Now seeing he was to take Sarai 
with him, and was afraid of the madness of the Egyptians with 
regard to women, lest the king should kill him on occasion of 
his wife's great beauty, he contrived this device he pretended 
to be htr brother, arid directed her in a dissembling way to pre-
tend the: same, for he said it would be for their benefit. . Now 
as scion as he came into Egypt, it happened to Abram as he sup- 

, posed it would; for the fame of his wife's beauty was greatly 
talked of, for which reason Pharaoh the king of Egypt would 
not be satisfied with what was reported of her, but, would needs 
see ;ter himself; and was preparing to enjoy her; but God put 
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a stop to his unjust inclinations, by sending upon bin! d!5 - 
temper, and a sedition against his government. And v:lic 
inquired of the priests, how he might be freed from the cala-
mities, they told him, that this his miserable conditi.et  M1F  de 
rived from the wrath of God upon account of his inclin;:tio,i3 to 
abuse the stranger's wife. He then nut of fear asked  SaNi w.10 
she was, and who it was that she brought along with her. An( 
when he had found out the truth, he excused himself to Min 
that supposing the woman to be his sister, and not, .. • vi ii,  
set his affections on her, as desiring an affinity with 
marrying her, but not as incited by lust to abuse her. 11 
made him a large present in money, and gave him leen t  cry 
ter into conversation with the most learned among C;'.• 
tians. From which conversation, his virtue and his 
became more conspicuous than they had been before. 

2. For whereas the Egyptians were formerly addicted to dif-
ferent customs, and despised one another's sacred and accus-
tomed rites, and were very angry one with another on that ac-
count, Abram conferred with each of them, and confuting the 

• reasonings they made use of; everyone for their own practices, 
he demonstrated that such reasonings were vain and void of 
truth. Whereupon he was admired by them in those conferences 
as a very wise man, and one of great sagacity, when he dis- -
coursed on any subject he undertook; and this not only in un-
derstanding it, but in persuading other men also to assent to 
him. He communicated to them arithmetic, and delivered to 
them the science ,of astronomy; fur before Abram came into 
Egypt they were unacquainted with those parts of learning, for 
that science came from the Chaldeans into Egypt, and from 
thence to the Greeks also. 

3. As soon as Abram was come back into Canaan, he parted 
the land halt)) him and Lot, upon account of the tumultuous 
behaviour of trieir shepherds, concerning the pastures wherein 
they should feed their flocks. However, he gave Lot hio option, 
or leave to choose which lands he would take; and he took him-
self what the other left, which were the lower grounds at the 
foot of the mountains ; and he himself dwelt in Hebron, which 
is ;Lefty seven years ancienter than Tanis of Egypt. But Lot 
posstsed the land of the: plain, and the river Jordan, not far from 
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the city Sodom, which was then a fine city, but is new destroyed 
by the will and wrath of God; the cause of. which I shall show 
in its proper place hereafter. 

CHAPTER 1X. 

77w destruction of the Sodomites by the Assyrian war. 

§ 1. AT this time when the Assyrians had the dominion over 
Asia, the people of Sodom were in a flourishing condition, both 
as to riches and the number of their youth. There were five 
kings that managed the afftirs of this country, Ballas, Barsas, 
Senabar, and Sumobor, with the king of Bela ; and each king 
led on his own troops; and the Assyrians made war upon them, 
and, dividing their army into. four parts, fought against them. 
Now every part of the army had its own commander, and when 
the battle was joined, the Assyrians were conquerors, and im-
posed a tribute upon the, kings of the Sodomites, who submitted 
to this slavery twelve years; and so long they continued to pay. 
their tribute : but on the thirteenth year, they rebelled, and then,  
the army of the Assyrians came upon them, under their com-
manders Amraphel, Arioch, Chodorlaomor, and Tidal. These 
kings had laid waste all Syria, and overthrown the ()fining of ' 

'1 
 he giants. And when they were come over-against Sodom, they 
itched their camp at the vale called the Slime-pits, for at that 
hue there were pits in that place ; but now upon the destruction 

'  f the city of Sodom, that vale became the Lake Asphaltites, as • 
it is called ; however, concerning this lake we shall speak more 
presently. Now when the. Sodomites joined battle with the As- 
syrians, and the fight was very obstinate, many of them were' 
killed, and the rest were carried captive ; among which captives _ 

likas  Lot, who had come to assist the Sodomites. 
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CHAPTER X. 

1-Tow Aram fought with the Assyrians, and overcame thew, mid 
saved the Sodomite joisouers, and took from thc AssyriLJ,s the 

-  . prey they had gotten. 

0 
 
, 
§ L INFIEN Abram heard of their calamity, he was ,ii. cant'. 
afraid for Lot his kinsman, and -Pitied the Sodomites, hi., fricr,,L 
and neighbours; and thinking it proper to afford them asi:.1.11,- •. 
he did not delay it, but marched hastily, and the fifth night Cpl;  
upon the Assyrians, near Dan, for that is the name of the other 

.  - ,.spring of Jordan ; and before they could arm themselves, he slew I

t  
ome as they were in their beds, before they could suspect any 

, 	arm ; and others, who were not yet gone to sleep, but were so 
drunk they could not fight, ran away. Abram pursued after them, 
till on the second clay he drove them in a body unto Hoba, a 
place belonging to Damascus ; and thereby demonstrated that 

litvictory  does not depend on multitude, and the number of hands, 
Pr  but the alacrity and courage of soldiers overcome the roost nume- 

rous  bodies of men, while he got the victory over so great an 
IMPlarmy  with no more than three hundred and eighteen of his sel•-• .  , 

vants, and three of his friends : but all those that fled returned 

tome ingloriously. 
'  2. So Abrain, when he had saved the captive Sodomites, who 

- laid been taken by the Assyrians, and Lot also, his kinsman, re-
turned home in peace. Now the kin el Sodom' met him at a 
certain place, which they called the Ring's Dale, where Mel- 
chisedec, king of the city Salem, received him. .That name 

I

'  , • signifies the righteous king ; and such he was without dispute, 
nsomuch that, onikis account, he was made the priest of God 

. •  owever, they afterward called Salem, Jerusalem. Now this 
'Melehisedec supplied Abram's army in a hospitable manner, 
'  nd gave them provision in abundance ; and as they Were feast-
'ng, he began to praise him, to bless God for subduing.his enc-
,mies under him. And when Abram gave him the tenth part of 

is.prey, he accepted of the gift : but the king of Sodom de-
ired Abram to take the prey; but entreated that he might have 
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those men restored to him whom Abram had saved Eom the 
Assyrians, because they belonged to him. But Abram would 
not do so; nor would make any other advantage of that prey, 
than what his servants had eaten ; but still insisted that he 
should afford a part to his friends that had assisted him in the 
battle. The first of them was called Esehol, and then Elmer, 
and Mambre. 

3. And God commended his virtue, and said, Thou shalt not, 
however, lose the rewards thou hast deserved to receive by such 
thy glorious actions. He answered, Mid what advantage will it' 
be toome to have such rewards, ‘N hen 1 have none to enjoy them 
after me ? For he was hitherto childless. And God promised 
that he should have a son, and that his posterity should be very 
numerous, 'mon-melt that their number should he like the stars. 
When he heard that, he offered a sacrifice to (j'od, as he com-
manded him. The manner of the sacrifice was this: he took 
an heifer of three years old, and a she-goat of three years old, 
and a ram in like manner of three years old, and a turtle-dove, 
and a pigeon* ; and, as he was enjoined; he divided the three 
former, but the birds he did not divide. After which, before he 
built his altar, where the birds of prey flew about as desirous of 
blood, a divine voice came to him, declaring that their neigh-
bours would be grievous to his posterity, when they should be in 
Egypt, for four hundred years-I- ; during which tate they should 
be afflicted, but afterwards should overcome their enemies, should 
conquer the Canaanites iu war, and possess them:elves of their 
land, and of their cities. 

4. Now Abram dwelt near the oak called Ogyges; the 
place belongs to Canaan, not far from the city of I lebron. But 
being uneasy at his wife's harrenne;s, he entreated God to grant 
that he might have male issue ; and God required of him to be 
of good courage ; and said, that he would add to all the rest of 
the benefits that he had bestowed on him, ever since he led him 

• It is word; noting here, that Cod required an other sacrifice; unLcr the law ix' 
Moses, than what were taken frmn these five kinds of animals which he here required of. 
Abram. Ner did the Jews feed upon any other domestic animals than the three Izarz-
named, a-; Retard observes on Antiq. B. IV. Ch. iv. § 4. 

t As to this affliction of Al!rara's posterity, for 400 years, see Anti q. B.  rt. 
Cit. ix. § u. • 
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out of Mesopotamia, the gift of children. Accordingly Sarai, at 
God's command, brought to his bed one of her handmaidens, a 
woman of Egyptian descent, in order to obtain children by her; 
and when this handmaid was with child, she triumphed, and 
tured to affront Sarai, as if the dominion were to come to a sou 
to be born of her. But when Abram resigned her into ti• 2.han 
of Sarai, to punish her, she contrived to fly away, as not able to 
bear the instances of Sarai's severity to her ; and she entre:au' 
God to have compassion on her. Now a divine angel met  he 
as she was going forward in the wilderness, and bid her rein', 
to her master and mistress, for, if she would submit to till, 
advice, she would live better hereafter; for that the reason ef 
being in such a miserable case was this, that she had been un-
grateful and arrogant towards her mistress. He also told her, 
that if she disobeyed God, and went on still in her way, she 
should perish ; but if she would return back she should become 
the mother of a son who should reign over that country. These 
iidmonitions she obeyed, and returned to her master and mistress, 
and obtained forgiveness. A little while afterwards, she hare 
Ismael, which may be interpreted, Heard of God, because God 
had heard his mother's prayer. 

5. The fore-mentioned son was born to Abram when he was 
eighty-six years old : but when he was ninety-nine, God appear-
ed to him, and promised him, that he should have a son by Sarai, 
and commanded that his name should be Isaac; and showed 
him, that from this son should spring great nations and kings, 
and that they should obtain all the land of Canaan by war, from 
Sidon to Egypt. But he charged him, in order to keep his pos-
terity unmixed with others, that they should be circumcised in 
the flesh of their foreskin, and that this "should be done on the 
eighth day after they were born : the reason of which circumci-
sion I will explain in another place. And Abram inquiring also 
concerningismael, whether he should live or not, God signified 
to him that he Mould live to be very old, and should be the fa-
ther of great nations : Abram, therefore, ;;tivc thanks to God for 
these blessings ; and then he, and all his family, 'and,his son 
Ismael, were circumcised immediately; the son being that day 
thirteen years of age, and he ninety-nine, 

   
  



Chap. XI. 	ANTIQUITIES OF 711E JEWS. 	 97 

ClIAPTER XI. 

flow God orerihrew the nation of the Sodmniies, out of his wrath. 
against them jUr their sins. 

§.J. ABOUT this time the Sodomites grew proud, on account 
of their riches and great wealth : they became unjust towards 
men, and impious towards God, insomuch that they did not  call 
to mind the advantages .they received from him : they, hated 
strangers, and abused themselves with Sodumitieal practices. 

. God was therefore much displeased at them, and determined to 
. punish them for their pride, and to overthrow their city, and to 
lay waste their country, until 'there should neither plant nor 
fruit grow out of it. 

2. When God had the: resolved concerning the Sodomites, 
Abraham, as he sat by the Oak of Alambre, at the door of his 
tent, saw. three angels ; and, thinking them to be stranc:er,, he 
rose up and saluted thorn, and desired they would accept of art 
entertainment, and abide with hint ; to which when they agr..ed, 
he ordered cakes of meal to be made presently : and when he 
had slain a calf, he toasted it, mid hrom;ht it to them, as they 
sat under the oak. Now they made a show of eaMig ; and be-
sides, they asked hint about his wife Sarah,  %1 here she was; and 
.when he said she was w ithin, they said, they should come again 
hereafter, and find her 	mother. Vpon ‘vhich the 
woman laughul, and said, that it, Was 	she liould bear 
children, since sbc was ninety years of a:7e, and her Ittisitand was 
a hundred. Then they emwealed theinsek es no  long:er, but 
declared that they wet,.! au!,:t. Is of God ; and that one or  them 
WaS sent to intOrm thcnt about the child, and two for the over-
throw of Sodom. 

3. When Ahrahain heard this, he witzglievcd for the Sodom-
ites; and he rose lip, and ber„iii!:lit tiod for them, and en-
treated hint that he would not dc-tray the righteous with the 
wicked. And when (od had replied that there was II0 good taint 
among the Sodomites; for if there were but nsn such men 

among them, he would not plini:41 any of them foi• their sins; 
f. 
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Abraham held Ids peace. And tha angels came to the city of the 
Sodomites, and Lot entreated them to ;ice*  of .a  lodging with 
him,; for he was a very generous and hospitable man, and One 
that  had learned to imitate the g,ardness of Abraham. Now 
when the Sodomites saw -the young men to be of beautiful coun-
tenant, and this to an extraordinary dcgtee, and that they took 
up their lodgings ti ith Lot, they resolved themselves to enjoy 
those beautiful hogs by fierce  awl violence ; and when Lot ex-
'Rotted them to sobrioty, and not to off..T any thing immodest 
to the strangers, but so have regard to cheir lodging in his house ; 
and promised, that if their inclinations could not be goveined, 
he would expose Ids daughter,: to their lust, instead of these 
strangers ; whiter thus were they made ashamed. 

4. But God wd., much displeased at their impudent behaviour, 
so that he both smote these nun with blindness, and condemned 
the Sodomites to universal destruction. But Lot, upon God's 

1, 	informing him of lite futupe detruction of the Sodomites, went 
I!' 	away, taking will: itiin his wife and clilughters, who %Vele  two, 

and still vitgins; for those that were  .1,KtrotIted* to them were 
above the thoughts of going, and deemed that Lot's words were 

" trifling. God then cast a thunderbolt upon the city, and set it 
on fire, with its inhabitants; and laid waste the country with the 
like burning, ns L forn-r..rly said when 1 wrote the Jewish wart. 
But Lot '.3: wife 	 tussling back to view the city as she 
went from it, and bring teo nicely inquisitive what would he- 

;' 	come of it, a;tho.t..h Go,' had forbidden her so to do, was changed 
into a pillar of 	• • for I have seen it, and it remains at this 

4 These 	 to  Lot,  ;I t 111,1 	i.[A110d, Grn. six. 	might be so styiN. 
Loteaude they :vere bort:bed to 1..Lt..3 	 tliottgli  nut yet tretnied to theme. . See 
the note on Antiq. IL XIV. ch. 	§ 1. ..cd. 

OF the War/ II. IV. ch. v ii. 5 .1. Tel.  Ii i. 
Vritit piilar  of ei:11  11/.ts, we ^cl, 	:(1 — pri"i: in die' day,. ofJoacilloll, and be 

seen it. That it was pm:v.1;114 then, is ,.lie 	-to by Clement of Rome, contetn- 
porary with .Tritei,ItnN ;  *as sleet the it  l73.5  it tire nest century, is attested by het-Ivens, 
with the Rargdott  of all hyllothesk, bow it tare to Ittet so lon;.;, with all :to members 
entire.--4.11-etter the atcOlint that some modern travellers give be true, that it is still 
standing, I do not knot.  lilts remote sinintit•it, at the utmost southern point of the 
sea of Sodom, in the wild ;tad clatu;erons deserts of Arabia, makes it exceeding difficult 

lioill'edul.•! tr,ver.ers to earonilio the place ; and for common reports of country 
people, at a  durance, they are n'ot very I.:aisfic•tory. In the itreart time, I have no 
opinion of  Le Clere's dissertation or hypothesis about this quet.tion, whirls can only be 
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day. Now he awl his daughters Ned to a certain small place, 
encompassed with the fire, and settled in it. It is to this day 
called Zoar, for that i the word which the Hebrews use for a 
small thing. There it was that he lived a miscrable life, on ac-
count of his having no company, and his want of provisions. 

5. But 	daughters, thinking th.. all mankind Were destroy-
ed*, approached to their father, though takim; care not to he 
perceived. This they did, that hunian kind might not utterly 
fail. And they bare sons; the son of the elder was named Moab, 
w1411 denotes one derived from his father. The younger bare 
Ammon, which name denotes one derived from a kinsman. The 
former of whom was the father of the Moabites, which is even 
still a great nation ; the latter was the father of the Ammonites : 
and both of them are inhabitants of Cele-Syria. And such was 
the departure of Lot from among the Sodomites. - 

CHAFFER XII. 

neenfing filhimrlech, and concerning Ismael the son of Abra- 
ham ; and concerning the Arabians, which were his posterity. 

1. ATIRMAM now removed to Gerar of Palestine, leading 
Sarah along with him, under the notion of his si!ler, using the 
like dissimulation that  he 1llttl used before, and this out of fear. 
For he was afraid of Abimelech, the king of that country, who 
ilid also himself fall in love with Sarah, and was disposed to cor- 

ipt her; but he was restrained from satisfying his lust, by a 

.determined by cyrs-witnesses. When Christian princes, so called, lay aside their foolish 
and unchristian wars and quarrels, and send a body of fit persons in tr.rvel over the cast, 

d bring u., faithful accounts ,rf all ancient monuments, and procure is copie:: of .II 
orient records,' at present lust among its, we ma) hcpc for full s'AtilIaction in such 

nquiries ; but hardly befre. 
It- I see no proper wicked intention in these daughters or Lit, when, in a  case v  

ppearcd to'llteru; of unavoidable necessity, they procures' them-is:Ayes to be with ehild to 
heir father. V4thont stall an unavoidable necessity, incest is a horrid crane ; but 
holier in melt a case of necessity as they apprehended this to be, Item& •to Joie-
hus, it was  any such crime, I am not satisfied. In th© mean time, the:;r making 

their father drunk, and their solicitous concealment of shat they did fisrm him, !hews. 
that they despaired of persuading ldm to au talon which, at the best, could not but 
be very vigpicions and sIiockiiss to so pod a  man. 
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dangerous distemper, which befell him from .God. Now when 
his physicians do paired of curing him, he fell asleep, and saw,tt 
dream; warning him not to abuse the stranger's wife ; and when 
lie recovered, he told his friends that God kid inflicted that disease 

1. 	upon him, by way of punishment for his injury to the stranger ; 
and in order to preserve the chastity of his wife, for that she did 
not accompany hint as his sister, but as his legitimate wife ; and 
.that God had promised to be gracious to him for the time to come, 

A 	if this person be once secure of his wife's chastity. When he had 
1! 	said this, by the advice of his friends., hesent for Abraham, itnd 

bid him not be concerned about his wife, or fear the corruption 

, 	
of her chastity ; for that God took care of him, and that it was 

1  by his providence that he received his wife apin, without her 
suffering any abuse. And he appealed to God, and to his wife's 
.conscience ; and said, that be had not any inclination at first to 
enjoy her, if he had known she was his wife ; but since, said he, 
thou ledst her about as thy sister, I was guilty of no offence. 
He also entreated him to be at peace with him, and to make God 

' propitious to him ; and that if he thought fit to continue with 
i him, he should have What he wanted in abundance; but that if 

he designed to go away, he should he honourably conducted, and 
have whatsoever supply he wanted when lie came thither. Upon' 
his saying this, Abraham told him that his pretence of kindred 
to his wife was no lie, because she was his brother's daughter; 
and that he did not think himself safe in his travels abroad, with-
out this sort of dissimulation ; and that be was not the cause of 
his distemper, but was only solicitous for his own safety. Ile 
said also, that he was ready to stay with him. Whereupon Abi-
melech assigned him land and money; and they covenanted to 
live together ‘vithout guile, and tock an oath at a certain well 
called Beersheba, which may be interpreted, the ,kVell of the 
Oath. And so it is named by the people of the country unto this 
day. 	 • 

2. Now hi ' iiitIQ time Abraham had a son by 'arah, as God 
had foretold'' to him, whom he named Isaac, .‘yhich signifies 
Laughter.. And indeed they so called him, because Sarah laughed 
‘N hen God said that she should bear a son, she not expecting 

1' It iy neli Ivor* obv:rvatior, that Jorcphav here calIs that principal angel, who 
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such a thing, as being past the age of child-bearing, for she was 
ninety years old, and Abraham a hundred ; so that this son was 
born to them both in the last year of each of those decimal num-
hers. And they circumcised him upon the eighth day. And 
from that time the Jews continue the custom of circumcising their 
sons within that number of days. But as for the Arabians, they 
cireutneise after the thirteenth year, because Ismael, the founder 
of their nation, who was born to Abraham of the concubine, was 
circumcised at that age ; concerning whom I will presently give 
a particular account, with great exactness. 

3. As for Sarah, she at first loved Ismael, who was born of her.  
own handmaid Ilagar, \vial an affection not inferior' to that of 
her own son, for he was brought up in order to succeed in the 
government ; but when she herself had borne Isaac, she was not 
willing that Ismael should 	brought up with hilt, as being too 
old for him, and able to do him injuries, when their father 
should, be dead ; she therefore persuaded Abraham to send him 
and his mother to some distant country. Now at the first he did 
not agree to what Sarah was so zealous for, and thought it an 
instance of the greatest barbarity to send away a young child'*' 
and a woman unprovided of necessaries ; but at length he agreed 
to it, becafise God was pleased with what Sarah had determined: 
so he delivered Jsmael to his mother, as not yeLuble to go by 
himself; and commanded her to take a bottle of water, and a 

appeared to Abraham, and foretold tie birth of Inane, directly God ; which language of 
Josephus's here, prepares thi to believe those other expressions of his, that Jesus was a 
wise man, if it be lawful to call him a than. (Anti+ B. XVIII. chap. iii. § 4. vol. III.) 
and of Gml the Word, in his homily concern; w: !hides, may be both genuine. Nor is 
the other expre,sion of divine angel, used presently, and before, olio ot any other signi-
fication. 

1. Just phus here calls Ismael a young child or infant, though 	was about 13 years 
of age ; as Judas calls himself and Ids brethren; young Itym, when they were 47, and 
be bad two children, Antiti. B. 11. chap. vi. § R. and thci were of much the same age us 
is a'damsel of it years old called a little child, 11Iaak v. 3p-42. foe several times. 
Herod alsoia said  by 30f. ty1.05 to be a very ) two.;  man at 	See the note on Autiq. 
B.XIV. chap. ix. § a. vol. N. and of the Witr,;11. I. chap x. vol. IV. And Aristobulus 
is styled a very little child 	years of age, Antiel. 13. XV. cl. ii. §  6, 7. vol. II. 

— 	Domitian is also called by hint a very young child, when he went on hit Germtin expe- 
dition at about 15 years .of age. Of the win, B. VII, ch. iv. § e. vol. IV. Satnson's 
wife, awl Huth, when they were widows, arc called children, Anal. 13. 111. chap. lid. 
§ 6. and chap. ix. 6  '2, 3. 
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f of bread, and so to depart, and to take..  necessity for her 
guide. But as soon as her necessary provisions failed, she found 

erself in an evil case; and when the water was almost spent, 
he laid the young child, who was ready to expire, under a fir-
ree, and went on farther, that so he might die while she was-
bsent. . But a divine angel came to her, and told her of a foun-
ain hard by, and bid her take care and bring up the child, be-
ause she should be very happy by the preservation of Ismael 
he then took couragc upon the prospect of what was promised 

,er, and, is eeti:g with some shepherds, by their care she got 
lear of the distresses she had been in. 

4. IN hen the Ind was grown up, he married a wife, by birth 
n Egyptian, from whence the mother was hcrsell derived origi-
Ay. (=) this wife were born to Ismael twelve sons, Nabaioth, 

. \Mee!, Mabsam, Idumas, Masmaos, Massaos, Chodad, 
r, Naphesus, Cadmas. These inhabited all the 
ophrates to the Red sea, and called it Nabatenc. 

Tey are an Arabian nation, and name their tribes from these, 
bobs because of their own virtue, and ()cense of the dignity, 

braham their father. 

CHAPTER XIII. 
ft 

Concerning Isaac, the, legitimate son of Abraham. 

1. NOW Abraham greatly lo,-cd Isaac, as being his on v 
begotten *, and siren to him at the borders of old age, by the .. 
faVour of God.. The • child also endeared himself to his parents 
still more, by the exercise of every virtue, and adhering to his 

lituty  to his parent:, mid being zealous in the worship of Cod.', 
Wbrabam  also placed hip own happiness in this pr(q) 
. ,  when he Juld di.:!, lie should leave this his f:on in 

cure  condition ; which accordingly he obtained by the 
,  God .; 'who, being &ikons to make ari experiment of Alyalori 

I 

.,. igicus disposition 7wards himself, appeared to him 

.
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4̀  enumerated all the blessi:.z. ii,... had bests,., •:.' on him; how he 
" had made him superior to his elm:lies ; ::,., that his son Isaac, 
" who was the principal part of his pr,:: c.lt happiness, was de-• 
lee rived from hint ; and he said that be •re,:uired this son of his; 
" as a sac. 	: and holy oblation." Ace,• r:lint;ly  he commanded,. 
him to carry him to the mountain i\lerialt, and to build an altar, 
and offer him for a burnt-offering: upon it ; fur that this would 
best manifest his religious disposition towards him, if he pre_.  
ferred what was pleasing to :;od, before the pies:Tv:Rion (,;f bizl  
own son. 

• (2. Now Abraham thought that it was not right to disobey God 
.. in any thing, but that he was obliged to serve him in every cir-' 
cumstance of life, since all creatures that live enjoy their life by  .. 
his providence, .and the kindness he bestows on them. .14:cord-
ingly he concealed this command of God, ::r Id his own Iutentions 
about the slaughter of Iis sun, front his \\L. % .i,  also from every 
one of his servants, otherwise he should have ' been hindered 
from his obedience to Cod ; and he  took Isaac, together with 
two of his servants, and laying what things were riceessary for a 

r: 	sacrifice upon au ass, he v, ent away to the 111011116: ill. NOW the 
-two servants went along with hipl two days, but on the third day, r.,. 

s soon as he saw the inou)tain, he left thwe servants that were 
with hint till then in the plain, and, havilur hie, s..v.n'alone with ' 
am 	e came to t he tilitruLt.!in. Et was tlt:tt .noun tniii upon which 1 : 	in  

4. 	king David afterwards built the temple ''t. 	Now they had 
6 	brought with them every thing necessary fbi' a sacrifice, excepting 

the animal that wits to be of 	only. Now Isaac was twelity-five 
year's old. And as he was building the altar, he asked his father, 
" what he was about to offer, since there waS nu animal there 

IIIIP
for an oblation ?" To which it was answered, "That God 

" would pros ide himself an oblation, he being able to make a 
" plentiful provision for men out of what they have not, and to 

l, " deprive others of what they already have, w hen they put t 
• " mud‘trust therein ; that therefore, if Cod plea.wd to he press 

4  Here is a plain error in ay. i'01.4'S, 1011ell 101, that king D.rid afterwards bu 
temple on this mount Min iah, while it was certainly no other than king Solom  

1  who balk that temple, .as indeed Procopins cites it from Jotiephos. For it was for cc 
lain David, and not Solomon, who hoilt the fir.t altar their, as we barn, 2.  Sal!'  

16', &c. 1. Chron,Y7Li. 91, 80. and Antiq. B. VII. ch. xiii. § 4. vol. 1. 
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" ar.7-1 propitious at this sacrifice, .he would provide himself of 
" an oblation." t. 

	

	
3. As soon as the altar wits prepared, and Abraham had laid on 

the wood, and all things were entirely ready, he said to his son, 
cc 0 son, I poured out a vast 'mother of prayers that I might 
cc have thee for my  son; %%hen  thou wast come into the world, 
CC n I t ere was nothing that could contribute to thy support, tbrwl 
" I was not greatly solicitous, nor any thing wherein I thought 
cc myself happier than to see thee grown Alp to man's estate, and 
irc that I might leave thee lit my death the successor of my do-
" minion ; lint since it was by God's will that 1 became thy 
" father, and it is nos.; his will that I relinquish thee, bear this 
" consecration to God with a generous mind; for I resign thee 
" up to God who has thought fit now to require this testimony of 
GC honour to himself, on account of the favours he, bath conferred 

on me, in being to me a supporter and defender. Accordingly 

ICC  . before-hand, by thy own father, in the nature of a sacrifice. 
cc 

I suppose he thinks thee worthy to get clear of this world 
cc  neither by disease, neither by war, nor by any other severe 
cc ways, by which death usually comes upon men, but so that 
cc  he will receive thy soul with prayers and holy offices of religion, 
cc and will place thee near to himself, and thou wilt there be to Inc 
cc a suceourer and supporter in my old age; on which account 
cc principally brought thee up, and thou wilt thereby procure me 

God for my comforter instead of thyself." 
'1. Now Isaac was of such a generous disposition as became 

sorvof such a father, and was pleased with this discourse; 
nd said, " that he was not worthy to be born at first, if he 

" should reject the determination of God, and of his father, and 
" should tat- resign himself up readily to both their pl,.fisore-i, 
" since it -wRuld have been unjust if he had not obeyer' , 
" his lAttitealone had so resolved." So he went Immo. 
the altar to be sacrificed. And the deed had been do' ,  
had not opposed it : for he called loddly to Abralun, 
name, and forbade him to slay his son ; and said, " Jr • 
" out of a desire of human blood that he was commandH 
" his 'son., nor was he willing that he should be taken a • 

cc thou, my son, wilt now die, not in any common way of 
going out of the world, but sent to God, the Father of all men, 
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44  him whoM he had made his lather, but to try the temper of his 
" mind, whether he would be obedient to such a command. 
" Since therefore lie .now was satisfied as to that his alacrity, 
" and the surprising readiness lie showed in this his piety, he 

was delighted in having bestowed such blessings upon him; 
44  and that lie would not he wanting in all sort of concern about 
" him, and 	bestowing other children upon him ; and that his 
" son should live to a very great age ; that he should live a 
" happy life, and bequeath a large principality to his children, 
44  who should be ib,.oud and legitimate." He foretold also, that 
his family should increase into many nations *; and that those 
patriarchs should leave behind them an everlasting name; that 
they should obtain the possession of the land of Canaan, and be 
envied by all men. When God had said this, he produced to 
them a ram, !which did not appear bilfore, for the sacrifice. So 

brabam and Isaac receiving each other unexpectedly, and hay-
ving obtained the promises of such great blessings, embraced one 
another ; and when they had sacrificed, they returned to Sarah, 
and lived happily together, God allOrding them his assistance in 
all things they desired. 

It stTnn: both here, and in Cod's parallel blessing to Jacob, chap. aiz. § 1. that 
Josephus bud yi t no notion of the bidden meaning. of that most important and most 
eminent promise, " In dyed drill all the Cunilies of the earth ba.blessed. Ile saith 
" not of reedy, as of many, but as of une; and to thy aced, which is Christ." Cul. iii. 
16. Nor is It tiny wonder, he being, I thinl, as yet not a Christian. And had he been 
a Christian, )et sinee he was to be sure, till the latter part or his life, no more than 
an libidnite Christian, who, above all the apostles, rejected and d4ised St. Paul, it 
would be tio great wonder if he did not now follow his interpretatio 	In the mean 
time, we have in effect St. Paul's exposition in the testament of Reuben, § 6. in 
Amlient. Iles. Part I. p. 	. who eltames his sons, " to worship the sehl of Judah, 
" who should die for them in visible and invisible wars ; and should he among diem an 
" eternal king.'" Nor is that observation of a learned foreigner of my acquaintance to 
he despisell, who tal.cs notice, that as seeds in the plural must sicmify posterity, so 
Feed in 	tittgular m ty silfaify either posterity or a sinpIe person; and that in this 
plunk 	nations being happy in the seed of Abraham, or Isaac, or Jacob, &e. it it: 
Shia 	in the singular. To which I shall add, that it is sOmetimes, as it Were, 
pan 	11 by  the son of Abrahant, the run of bash!, &e, which is capable of no such 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

concerning Sarah, Abraham's wife' ; and how she ended her days, 

§ 1. NOW Sarah died a little while after, having lived one 
hundred and twenty-seven ytars. They buried her in Hebron ; 
the Canaanites publicly allowing them a burying-place : which 
piece of ground Abraham bought for four hundred Ehtlels, of 

• ,Ephron, auA inhabitant of Hebron. And both Abraham and 
his descenatits built themselves sepulchres in that place. 

CliAPTER XV. 

How the Nalioa of the Troglodytes were derived from .41;rahara 
by Ket nrah. 

1. ABRAHAM after this married Ectitrah, by. whom si7.-. 

F
ir sons  were burn to him, men of courage and of sagacious minds: 

Zambran, and Jazar, and Madan, and Madian, and .Tosabak, 
11 	and Sous. Now the sons of Sous were, Sabathan and Dadan. 

The sons of Dadan were, Latusim, and Assur, and Luom. The 
sons of Malian were, Ephas, and . Ophren, and Atwell, and 

[ Ebidas, and le`Adas. Now for all these sons and grandsons, Abr.', 
ham contrived to settle them in colonies ; and they took pus- 

,. 	sts•,,ion of Troglodytis, and the country of Arabia the Happy, as po.  ar as it reaches to the Red Sea. It is related of this ()Owen, 
hat he made war against Lib)::, and took it, and that his grand-

.  •-chilthyn, when they inhabited it, called it from his name Africa. 
And indeed A leNander Polyhistor gives his attestation to '.‘. iv.: 1 

i;  here say ; whey speaks. tlin:.; : " Cleodcmus the prophet, 
" also called Malang, who wrote a history of tit* 	io 

1,!1.  "  agreement with the history of INloses, thcir legislator 	tcs, 
I  "  that theOvere many sons burn to Abraham by KeturTh 

" nPy, .Ate tiarno threr7 of them, Apher, and Swim., and Ja. 
" phi-a4: That from Stalin ,was the land of Assyria &non:in:Ali, 
" ci4,i1 that from the other two, Apher and Japhran, the country 
.,, of P frica took its name, because these men were atiiiiiillijat 
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to Hercules, when he fought against Libya and Antreus; and 
that Hercules married Aphra's daughter, and of her he begat 
a son Didorus ; and that Sopbon was his son, from whom the 
barbarous people called Sophacians were denominated." 

 

CC 

 

   

CHAPTER XVI. 

How kaac took Rebeka to wife. 

§ 1.  NOW  when Abraham, the father of Isaac, liiie resolved 
to take Rebeka, who was grand-daughter to his brother Nahor, 

,for a wife to his son Isaac,' whO was then about forty years old, 
he sent the ancientest of his servants to betroth her,,titer he had 

'obliged him to give bhn the strongest assurances of his fidelity. 
Which assurances were given after the manner following: they 
put each other's hands under each other's thighs; then they 
called upon God as the witness of what was to be done. He also 
sent such presents to those that were there, as were in esteem 

'on aecount that they either rarely or never were seen in that 
country. This servant got thither not under a considerable time; 

!for it requires much time to pass through Mesopotamia, in which 
it is tedious travelling, both in winter, for the deptkof the clay, 
and in summer, for want of Water; and besides this, for the 
'robberies there committed, which are not to be avoided by 
travellers, but by caution beforehand. However, the servant 
came to Haran. And when he was in the suburbs, he met a 
'consider ble number of maidens going to the water ; he there-
fore "'rayed to God, that Rebeka might be found among them, 
or her whom Abraham sent him as his servant to espouse to his 
son, in case his will were that this marriage should be consum-
mated ; and that she might be made known to him by this sign, 

I
ilint- while others denied him water to drink, she Might give it 
m. 

'  ..--12,'. With this intention he went to the Well, and desired the 
aides to give him some water to drink : but while the others 

reneged on pretence that they wanted it all at home, and could 
'  spare none for him, one only of the company rebuked them for 
their peevish behaviour towards the stranger; and said, What is 
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there that you will ever communicate to any body, who have not 
so much as given the man some water? She then offered him 
water in an obliging manner. And now he began to hope that 
his grand affair would succeed; but desiring still to know the 
truth, he commended her for her generosity and good nature, 
that she did notscruple to afford a sufficiency of water to those 
that wanted it, though it cost her some pains to draw it; and 
asked who were her parents, and wished them joy of such a 
daughter; And mast thou he espoused, said he, to their satis-
faction, into the family of an agreeahlb husband, and bring him 
legitimate children ! Nor did she disdain to satisfy his inquiries, 
but told him her family. They, says she, call me Rebela; my 
father was Bethucl, but he is dead ; and .Laban is my brother, 
and, together with my mother; takes care of all our family af-
fairs, and is the guardian of my virginity. When the servant 
heard this, he was very glad at what had happened, and at what 
was told him, as perceiving that (od had thus plainly directed 
his journey : and producing his bracelets, and some other orna-
ments which it,was esteemed decent for virgins to wear, he gave 
them to the damsel, by way of acknowledgment, and as a re-
ward for her kindness in giving him water to drink; saying, it 
was but just that she should have them, because she was so 
much more obliging than any of the rest. She desired also that 
he would come and lodge with them, since the approach of the 
night gave him not time to proceed farther; and producing his 
precious ornaments for women, he said, he desired to trust them 
to none more safely, than to such as she had showed herself to 
be; and that he believed he might guess at the humanity of her 
mother arid brother, that they would not be displeased, from the 
virtue he found in her; for he would' not be burdensome, but 
would pay the hire for his entertainment, and spend his own 
money. To which she replied,,  that he. guessed right as to ihe 
humanity .of her parents; but complained, that he should 
them so parsimonious as to take money, for that he should hive 
all on free cost but she said, she would first inforni her bvi her 
Laban, ao* if he gave her leave, she would conduct him M. 

3. As sckti then as this was over, she introduced the stra-1,;;:r; 
and for lttO camels, the servants of Laban brought them its.: ,•1 
took care. of them; and lie was himself brought in to suppi 
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Laban. And, after supper, he says to hint, and to the mother 
of the damsel, addressing himself to her, " Abraham is the son 
" of Terah, and a kinsman of yours, for Nahor, the grandfather 
" of these children, was the brothersof Abraham, by both father 
" and mother; upon which account he bath sent me to you, 
" being desirous to take this damsel for his son to wife. He is 
" his legitimate son, and is brought up as his only heir. He 
" could indeed have had the most happy of all the women in 
" that country for him, but he would not lige his son marry any 
(6  of them ; but, out of regard to his own relations, he desired to 
" Match him here, whose affection and inclination I would not 
" have you despise; for it was by the good pleasure of God, that 
" other accidents fell out in my journey, and that thereby I light 
" upon your daughter, and your house ; for when I was near to 
" the city I saw a great many maidens coming' to a well, and I 
66  prayed that 1 might meet with this damsel, which has come 
" to pass accordingly. Do you, therefore, confirm that marriage, 
" whose espousals have been already made by a divine appear- 
" mice; and show the respect you ha% e 11)1- Abraham, who has 
" sent inc with so much solicitude, in giving your consent to the 
" marriage of this damsel." Upon this they understood it to be 
the will of Cod, and greatly approved of the offer, and sent their 
daughter, as was desired. Accordingly Isaac married her, the 
inheritance .being now come to hint ; for the children of Kehl- 
rah were gone to their own remote habitations. 

CHAPTER XVII. 

Concerning the Death tg.  Abraham. 

I. A. LITTLE while after this, Abraham died. He was a man 
of incomparable virtue, and honoured by God in a manner 
rgreeable to his piety towards him. The whole time of his life 
Waq one hundred seventy and five years; and he was buried in 
Hebron, with his will: Sarah, by their sons Isaac and Ismael. 
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Concerning the Sons (j.  Isaac, E scot and Jacob. Of their 
Nativity and Education. 

§ I. NOW  Isaac's wife proved with child, after the death of 
Abraham* ; and when her belly was greatly burdened, Isaac was 
very anxiott3, and inquired of Gorl; who answor,-d, .hat iteheka 
should hear twins ; and that two nations should tal,o the names 
of tholT sons ; and. that he who appeared the second should ex-
cel the elder. Accordingly slie, in a little time, as God had 
foretold, bare twins-  ; the cicl°r of wham, from his head  to  his 
feet, was very 'rough and hairy : but the younger took hold of 
his heel as they were in the birth. Now the father lovtd the 
elder, who was cailed Esau, a name agreeable to his roughness; 
for the Hebrews called such an hairy roughnes [Esattt, or] 
Stir; but Jacob the younger was best beloved by his mother. 

2. When there was a finnine in the land, Isaac resolved to go 
into Egypt, the land there being gold ; lint he went to Gerar, 
as God commanded hint. Here Abituclech the king received 
him, because Abraham had formerly lived With him, and had 
been his friend. And as in the beginning he treated him ex-
ceeding kindly, so he was hindered from continuing in the same 
disposition to the end, by his envy at him ; for when he saw 
that God was with Isaac, and to ,.;k such great care of him, he 
drove him away from hint. But Isaac, when he saw how envy 
had changed the temper of Abimeleeh, retired to a place called 
the Vailetvo

-
rt far from Germ.; and as he was digging.  a 

•l the 	n..v1t6Ms fell upon hint, : 	began to light, in .Aikr 
hinder the work; and because he did not desire to contort!. 

• The hitch of Jacob and Lunt is here said to he alter Abraham's death it 
have been, after Saralis death. 'The order of the narration in Genesis not slisnys 
atatly accoreing to the Urdcr of time, seems to have led Josephus into chi. error, as 
Dr. Bernard observes here. 

t Fur Seir in Josephus, the coherence requires that we read Esau or Seir, 
eipify the f ame thing. 
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shepherds seemed to get the better of him ; so he still retired, and 
dug another well; and when certain other shepherds of Abime-
lech's began to offer him violence, he left that also, and still re-
tired; thus purchasing security to himself by a rational and pru-
dent conduct. At length the king gave him leave to dig a %yell 
without disturbance. lie named this Nvell Rehoboth, which 
denotes a large space; but of the former wells, one was called 
Econ, which denotes strife, the' other Sitenna, which name 

. signities enmity. 
3. It was now that Isaac's affairs increased, and his power 

was in a flourishing condition; and this from his great riches. 
But 21himelech, thinking Nita: throve in opposition to him, 
while _their living together made them suspicious of each other, 
and !- ;ads retiring, showing a secret enmity also, he was afraid 
that his fiwiner friendship with Isaac did not secure him, if Isaac 
,,hould,entinvonr to revengo, the injuries he had formerly offered 
him; he therefore renewed his friendship with him, and brought  
with him rhboc, one of his generals. And when he had oh-
t:,:ned every thing he desired, by reason of Isaac's good nature, 
%.'10 prelrred the earlier friendship Abimelech had showed to 
himself and his father, to his later wrath against him, he re-
turned home. 

4. Now when Esan, one of the sons of Isaac, Nyhom the fa-
ther principally loved, was now conic to the age of firrty years, 
he married Adah, the daughter of flelon, and Aholibamah, the 
daughter of Esebeon; which liclon and Eseheon were great 
lords among the Canaanites, thereby taking upon himsolf the 
authority, and pretending to have dominion over his own mar-

, riages, without so ,such ,::: asking the advice of his father; for 
had Isaac been the arbitrator, he had not given him leave to 

0  marry thus, for he was not pleased with contracting any alliance 
, %vitt' the people of that country; but not caring to be uneasy to 
_ 

 
his ,.,11, by commanding him to put away these wives, he 

I

'  

rewlved to he silent. 
4  5. but when be was old, and could not see at all, Ile called 
.J. au to him, and told him, that besides his blindness, and the 

:isorder of his eyes, his very old age hindered him from his wor-
ship of God [by sacrifice] ; he bid him therefore to go out a 

7  hunting, and when he bad caught as much venison as he could.. 
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to prepare him a supper, that after this he might make suppli-
cation to God, to be to him a supporter and an twitter, during 
the whole time of his life; saying, that it was uncertain when 
he should die, and that he was desirous, by his prayers for him, 
to procure, before hand, God to be merciful to him. 

6. Accordingly Esau went out a hu❑ting. But Rebekat 
thinking it proper to have the supplication made for obtaining 
the favour of God to Jacob, and that without the consent of 
Isaac, bid him kill kids of the goats, and prepare a supper. So 
Jacob obeyed his mother, according to all her instructions. 
Now when the supper was got ready, he took a goat's skin, and 
put it about his arm, that, by reason of its hairy roughness, he 
might by his father he believed t') he Esau ; for they being twins, 
and in all things else alike, differed only in this ti►ing. This 
was done out of his fear, that before his father had made his 
supplications, he should be caught in his evil practice; and 

* The supper.of savoury meat, 115 we call it, Gen. :mi.'. 4. to be caught by hunting, 
was intended plainly for a fi‘stival or a sacrifi. e; and upon the prayers that Isere freqta rat 
at sacrifices, InaNt expected, as was then usual in such eminent eases, that a ditice 
inspulse would come upon him, in order to the uolemn blessing of Iris son there pre-
sent, and his foretelling Iris future lielatviour and fortune. %%lichee it must he, that 
when Isaac had unwittingly blessed Jacob, and was afterward.. made sensible of his mir.-
take, yet he did not attempt to alter it, how earnestly ,,oever 1119 lifftVlion for E ru 
might incline him to wish it might be altered, became he knew that this blessing tame 
trot from himself, but from God, and that an alteration was out rut his potter. A  be - 
cond attains then came upon him, and enabled him to foretell E:31.1'S future behaviour 
and for tune also. 

•j- Whether Jacob or his neither Rebeka were most blameable in this imposition upon 
Isaac in his old age, I cantior &termitic. Howes er, the blessing living delivered as a 
prediction of future events, by a divine impulse, and foretelling things to befall to the 
posterity of Jaeolt and Esau, in future ages, was fur certain providential; and according 
to what Rebeka knew to be the purpose of Gud, when he answered her inquiry, " before 
the children were horn," 61`11. XXV. 2J. " that nit 11.`01.1r slaoul•1 he stronger than the 
other people; and the elder, poi', ahonid serve the younger, Jacob." Vu I 	. 7  ,.. 

knew or remembered this old oru•►e, delivered in our copies only to 	 L 
titer, if he kEtv and retnenthert ul it, he did trot emir as our to alter the divii. 
nation, out a 	his fondness for his elder and worser non E air, to the. dn,r . 
his youngsi end better star Jaoub; na Joereplurs elsewhere supposes, 
vii • 	0,1 car nut certainly say. If so, this might tempt 'Relit ha to Coutrht, 	. 

to flit this imposition upon him. IloA ever, Josephus says here, that it  was 	o r. 	1 

nut Itcbelo, who inquired of God at first, and received the forementioned 	t 
which, if it be the true reading, renders Isaac's procedure more inexcusable, N• , 
it probably any thing clue that en much encouraged Hugo formerly to marry t vo (.•,,,  
4tich wives, without his parents' consent, as Isaac's unhappy fondness fur him. 
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lest he should, on the contrary, provoke his father to curse him. 
So he brought in the supper to his father. Isaac, perceiving. by 
the peculiarity of his voice who he was, called his son to him, 
who gave him his hand, which wi►s covered with the goat's skin. 
When Isaac felt that, he said, " Thy voice is like the voice of 
" Jacob, yet, because of the thickness of thy hair, thou seemest 
" to be E<au." So suspecting no deceit, he ate the supper, and 
betook himself to his prayers and intercessions with God; and 
said, " 0 Lord of all ages, and Creator of all substance ; for it 
" was thou that didst propose to my father great plenty of good 
" thing, and hast vouchsafed to bestow on me what 1 have; 
66  and hast promised to my posterity to be their kind supporter, 
cc and to bestow on them still greater blessings ; do thou there-
" fore confirm these thy promises, and do not overlook me, be-
" cause of my present weak condition, on account of which I 
" more earnestly pray to thee. Be gracious to this my son; and 
" preserve him, and keep him from every thing that is evil. 
" Give him a happy life, and the possession of as many good 
" things as thy power is able to bestow. Make him terrible to 
" his enemies, and honourable and beloved among Ids friends," 

7. Thus did Isaac pray to God, thinking his prayers had been 
made for Esau. He had but just finished them, when Esau 
came in from hunting. And when Isaac perceived his mistake, 
be was silent : but Esau required that he might be made par-
taker of the like blessing from his father that his brother had 
partook of; but his father refused it, because all his prayers had 
been spent upon Jacob : so Esau lamented the mistake. How- 
ever, his father, being grieved at his weep►nlg, said, that " he 
" should excel i❑  hunting, and strength of body; in arms, and 
" all such sorts of work; and should obtain glory for ever on those 

mtts, he and his posterity after him; but still should serve 
brother." 
Now the mother delivered Jacob, when he was afraid that 
other would inflict some punishment upon him, because of 
ilstake about the prayers of Isaac; fin• she persuaded her 
ml to take a wife for Jacob out of Mesopotamia, of her own 

kindred, Esau having married already Basemmath, the daughter 
of 1;mael, without his father's consent; for Isaac did not like 
the C3naanites, so that he disapproved ef Eau's former mar 

vol.,. 1. 	 . 
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riages, which made him take Basemmath to wife, in order to 
please him; and indeed he had a great affe-ction for her. 

CHAPTER XLX. 

Concerning facob's flight into Mesopotamia, by reason of the 0 
Aar he was in of his brother. 

Y. NM' Jacob was sent by his mother to Mesopotamia, in 
order to marry Laban her brother's daughter (winch marriage 
was permitted by Isaac on account of his obsequiousness to the 
desires of his wife), and he accordingly journeyed through the 
land of Canaan ; and because he hated the people of that coun-
try, he would not lodge with any of them, but took up his 
lodging in the open air, and laid his head on tr heap of stories 
that he had gathered together. At which time he saw in his 
sleep such a vision standing by bin); lie seemed to see a ladder, 
that reached from the earth unto heaven, and persons descend-
ing down the ladder, that seemed more excellent than human ; 
and at last God himself stood above it, and was plainly visible 
to him, who, calling him by his name, spake to him these 
words : 

" 0 Jacob, it is not fit for thee, who art the son of agood 
" father, and grandson of one who had obtained a great reputa-
" lion fur his eminent virtue, to be dejected at thy present cir-
" cumstances, but to hope for better times, liar thou shalt have 
" great abundance of all good things, by my assistance; for I 
" brought Abraham hither, out of Mesopotamia, when he was 
" driven avay.by his kinsmen, and I made thy father a happy.  
64  man, nvrjvill I bestow a lesser degree of happiness on thytelf. 
" Be of gurod courage, therefore, and under my conduct plo-
" teed on in this thy journey, ibr the marriage thou goe,A 

zealously about, s,hnll he consummated. And thou 	h: 
" children of good characters, but their multitude shall be in-
" numerable ; and they shall leave what they have to a still 
" more numerous posterity, to whom, and to whose posterity, ; 
" give the dominion of ail the land, and their posterity shall fill 
" the entire earth tn..I sea, so far as the sun behdds thcir: 
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" do not thou fear any danger, nor be afraid of the many labours 
l" thou must undergo, for by my providence I will direct thee 
" what thou art to do in the time present, and still much more 

in the time to come." 
3. Such were the predictions which God made to Jacob 

whereupon he became very joyful at what he had seen and heard; 
i 	and he poured oil on the stones, because on them the prediction 

of such great benefits was made. He also vowed a vow, that he -
would offer sacrifice upon them, if he lived and returned sate ; 
and if he came again in such a condition, he would give the tithe  , 
of what he had gotten to God. He also judged the place to be 

l 	honourable, and gave it the name of Bethel, which, in the Greek, 
Is interpreted, The house of God. 

4. So he proceeded on his journey to Mesopotamia, and at 
. ..  length came to Haran ; and meeting with shepherds in the sub-

urbs, with boys grown up, and maidens sitting about a certain 
well, hp staid with them, as wanting water to drink ; and, be-

L  ginning to discourse with them, he asked them, whether they 
1 „ . 	knew such a one ds Laban, and whether he was still alive. Now 

they all said they knew him, for he was not so inconsiderable a 
person as to be unknown to any of them ; and that his daughter 

I' 	fed her father's flock together with them ; and that -indeed they 
wondered that she was not yet come, for by her,meaus thou 

P. 	mightest learn more exactly whatever thou desirest to know about , 
that tinnily. While they were saying this, the damsel came, and 
the other shepherds that came down along with her. Then they  t 
showed her Jacob, and told her, that he was a stranger, who came 

p

it 

 

to inquire about her father's affairs. But she, as pleased, after 
the custom of children, with Jacob's coming, asked him who he 

,•vvas, and whence lie came to them, and What it was he lacked 
that he came thither. She also wished it might btrin their 1 

over to supply the wants he came about. 
..  5. But Jacob was quite overcome, not so much by their I,.in-

ed, nor, by that affection which might arise thence, as by his 
.  love to the damsel, and his surprise at her beauty, which was so 

1

r  

Ponrishing, as few of the women of that age could v:e with, F. 
id then, " There is a relation between thee and me, elder than 

, 

	

	-eislter thy or my births, if thou be the daughter of Laban; for 
" Al IUM1 was the son of 'Perak, as well as Haran and Nahor. 

t2 
litoz 
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" Of the last of whom, Nahor, Bethuel thy grandfather was the 
" son. Isaac my father was the son of Abraham and of Sarah, 
" who was the daughter of Miran. But there is a nearer and 
" later cement of mutual kindred which we •bear to one another, 
" for my mother Rebeka was sister to Laban thy father, both by 
" the same father and mother; I therefore and thou are cousin-
" germans. And I am now come to salute you, and to renew # 
" that affinity which is proper between us." Upon this the dam-
sel, at the mention of Rebeka, as usually happens to young per-
sons, wept, and that out of the kindness she had for her father, 
and embraced Jacob, she haying learned an account of Rebeka 
from her father, and knew that her parents loved to hear her 
named; and when she had saluted him, she said, that "he 
cc brought the most desirable and greatest pleasures to her father, 

with all their family, who was always mentioning his mother, 
cc and always thinking of her, and her alone; and that this will 
" make thee equal in his eyes to any advantageous circumstances 
" whatsoever." Then she bid him go to her father, and follow 
her while she conducted him to him ; and not to deprive him of 
such a pleasure, by staying any longer away from him. 

G. When she had said thus, she brought him to Laban ; and 
being owned by his uncle, he was secure himself as being among 
his friends; and he brought a great deal of pleasure to them by 
his unexpected coming. But a little while afterward, Laban told 
him, that he could not express in words the joy he had at his 
coming; but still he inquired of him ,the occasion of his cominrr. 
and why he left his aged mother and fitther, when they 
to be taken care of by him ; and that he would afford hi 
assistance he wanted. Then Jacob gave him an accom 
whole occasion of his journey, and told him, " that I 
" two sons that were twins, himself and Esau ; who, 
" failed of his father's prayers, which by his mother's 
" were put up fir him, sought to kill him, as deprived 
" kingdom %thich was to he given him of God +, and of .he 6 

$ By this " deprivation of the kingdom that was to be given Esau of Cc 
first-born, it appears that Jocephus thotat,,ht that a "kim loin to be tIeli“,,t 1.• 
fc God" was due to him whom Isaac should bless as his' first-born ; whAt I cd 
that kingdom which was expected under the Messiah, who therefore  11113 tie  he I 
hTs posterity whom Isaac should so bless. Jacob, therefore, by o!goits:ug !hi.; ! 
of the first•lsorn, became the genuim. heir of that kingdom, in opposition to  1:4.1;,, 
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''lags for MM II their father prayeil; and that this was the oc- 
casion of his coming hither, as his mother had commanded 

" him to do : For we•are all (says he) brethren one to another, 
" but our mother esteems an alliance with your family more than 
" she does one with the familieS of the country; so I look upon 
" yourself and God to be the supporters of my. travels, and think 
" myself safe in my present circumstances.". 

7. Now Laban promised to treat him with great humanity, 
both on account of his ancestors, and particularly for the sake of 
his mother, towards whom, he said, he would show his kindness, 
-even though she were absent, by taking care of him ; - for he as-
sured him he would make him the head shepherd of his flock, 
and give him authority sufficient for that purpose ; and when he 
should have a mind to return to his parents, he would send,  hint 
back with presents, and this in as honourable a manner as the 
nearness of their relation should, require. This Jacob heard glad-
ly; and said, he would willingly, and with pleasure, undergo any 
sort of pains while he tarried with him, but desired 'Rachel to 
wife, as the reward of those pains, who was not only on other ac-
counts esteemed by him, but also because she was the means of 
his coming to him ; for he said he was forced by the love of 
the damSel to make this proposal. Laban was well pleased with 
this agreement, and consented to give the damsel to him, as not 
desirous to meet with any better son-in-law; and said he would 
do this, if he would stay with him some time, for he was not 
willing to send his daughter to be among the Canaanites, for he 
repented of the alliance he had made already by marrying his 
sister there. And when .Jacob had given his ,:onsent to .this, he 
agreed to stay seven years ; for so many years he had resolved to 
serve his father-in-law, that, having given a specimen of his vir-
tue, it might be better known what sort of a man he was. And 
Jacob, accepting of his terms, after the time was over, he made 
the wedding-feast; and when it was night, without•Jacob's per- 
ceiving .: 

	

	it, he put his other daughter into bed to him, who was 
both elder than Rachel, and of no comely countenance : Jacob lay 
with her that night, as. being both in drink, and in the dark. 
However, when it was day, he knew what had been done to him; --, 

N.,z. 	he reproached 'Jahn for his unthir proceeding with him ; 
who sked pardon for that necessity which forced him to do 
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what he did ; for he did notgive him Lea out of any ill design, 
but .  as overcome by another great necesshy : that, notwith-
,standin,.7 this, nothim.;• should hinder him from marrying Ra-
chel ; but that when he had served another seven years, he would 
give him her whom he loved. Jacob submitted to this condi-
tion, f,fr his I: we to the damsel did not permit hint to do other-
wise ; and when another seven years were gone, he took Rachel* 
to wife. 

8. N.P.v each of these had handmaids, by their father's dona-
tion. Zilpha was handmaid to Lea, and Nitta to Rachel, by no 
means slaves*, but however subject to their mistresses. Now 
Lea was sorely troubled at her husband's love to her sister; and 
she expected she should be better esteemed if she bare him child 
rent : So she entreated God pelpetually ; and when site had borne 
a son, and her husband was on that account better reconciled to 
her, she named her son Reubel, because Clod had bad mercy upon 
her, in giving her a son ;  for that is the signification of this name. 
After some time she bare three wore sons ; Simeon, Ivitich name 
signifies that God had hearkened to her prayer. Then site bare 
Levi, the confirmer of their friendship. After him was born Ju-
dd!), which denotes thanksgiving. But Rachel, feming lest the 
fruitfulness of her sister should tnake herself enjoy a lesser share 
of Jacob's affections, put to bed to him 1;er handmaid Bilha ; by 
whom Jacob had Dan : one may interpret that name into the 
Greek tongue, a divine judgement. And after him Nepthalim, 
as it were unconquerable in stratagems, since Rachel tried to 
conquer the fruitfulness of her sister by this stratagem. Accord-
ingly, Lea took the same method, and used a counter-stratagem 
to that of her sister's; for she put to bed to hint her own hand- 

* Here  we hate the difference between slaves for life, and tenants, such rei v 
Lite fur  a time Agreed  upon on Loth sitItis, and dismiss again after the time conuntc b 
for is'over, which are in slavel, hut five men and free uometi. Aceerdittgly, i, I 

al.ostolicid constitutions forbid a clergyman to mart') perpetual  ht111111t4  or sln.. s. 
VI. eh. xvii., 	 Erma only of the former sort ; as We Itcm  elsewhere fri,in the • al, - 
constitutions. oWvii. Can. ',XXXII, But'concerning these twelve Foots of J,, 
the reasons 	it Anent! names, and the times of their several births it, die ..o. 
here a.si4n$413,beir sect it excellent characters ; their several faalts 4101 n pen, 	e 
the 	litteidents u. their lives; with their several prophecies at their ditch, ; 	t  r 
TV5thinentS  of thef:e twelve patriarchs, still preserved,  at larue, in  the 
part I. p.  294--44Q. 
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maid. Jacob therefore had by Zilpha a son, whose name was 
Gad, which may be interpreted throttle; and after him Asher, 
which may be called a happy man, because he added glory to 
Lea. Now Reubel, the eldest son of Lea, brought apples of 
mandrakes to his mother*. When Rachel saw them, she desired 
that she would give her the apples, for she longed to eat 
them; but when she refused, and bid her he content that she had 
deprived her of the benevolence she ought to have 'had from her 
husband, Rachel, in order to mitigate her sister's anger, said, she 
would yield her husband to her; and he should lie with her that 
evening. She accepted of the favour, and Jacob slept with Lea, 
by the favour of Rachel. She hare then titese sons, Issachar, de-
noting one born by hire ; and Zabulon, one born as a pledge of 
benevolence towards her; and a daughter, Dina. After some 
time Rachel had a son, named Joseph, which signified there 
should be another added to him. 

9. Now Jacob fed the flocks of Laban his father-in-law all this 
time, being twenty years, after which he desired leave of his fa-
ther-in-1:1N," to take his wives and go home; but when his father-
in-law would not give him leave, he contrived to do it secretly. 
He made trial therefore of the disposition of his wives what they 
thought of this journey. When they appeared glad and appro-
ved of it, Rachel took along with her the images of the gods, 
which, according to their laws, they used to worship  in their own 
country, and ran away together with her sister. The children 
also of them both, and the handmaids, and what possessions they 
had, went along with them. Jacob :dso drove away half the 
cattle, without letting Labatt hnow of it beforehand. But the 
reason why Rachel took the images of the gods, although 
Jacob had taught her to despise itch worship of these gods, was 
this, that in ease they were pursued, and taken by her father, she 
might have recourse to these images, in order to obtain his 
pardon. 

* I formerly explained these mancicakes, ei we, with the Septuagint, and Jo,ephus, 
Tender the Uchrew wont Dudaim, of the Sylian Manz, with Ltidulpliits, Atithent. 'Rec. 
part 1.  1). 410 ;  but hive sinee seen such a very probable aceolut in MS. of tny  learned 
frientl Mr. Samuel Ballet's, if what we gill call enandralse, and their descriptions Ly 
thNieient naturalists and physicians, as inclines me to think these here inciatioucd west 
reallhnandrakes, and no other. 
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10. But Laban, after one day's time, being acquainted with 
Jacob's and his daughters' departure, was much troubled, and pur-
sued after them, leading a band of men with him ; and on the se-
venth day overtook them, and found them resting on a certain 
hill ; and then indeed he did not meddle with them, for it was 
even-tide ; but God stood by him in a dream, and warned him to 
receive his son-in-law and his daughters in a peaceable manner; 
and not to venture upon any thing rashly, or in wrath to them, 
but to make a league with Jacob. And he told him, that if he 
despised their small number, and attacked them in a hostile 
manner, he would himself assist them. When Laban had been 
thus forewarned by God, he called Jacob to him the next day, in 
order to treat with him, and showed him what dream he had ; in 
dependence whereon he came confidently to him,and began to ac-
cuse him, alleging that he had entertained him when he was poor, 
and in want of all things, anda had given him plenty of all things 
which he had : " For," said he, " 1 have joined my daughters to 
" thee in marriage, and supposed that thy kindness to me would 
" be greater than before; but thou bast no regard to either thy 
" own mother's relation to me, nor to the affinity now newly 
" contracted between us ; nor to those wives whom thou hast 
" married ; nor to those children, of whom I am the grandfa-
it; ther. Thou bast treated me as an enemy, by driving away my 
cc cattle; and by persuading my daughters to run away from their 
6: father; and by carrying home those sacred paternal images 
" which were worshipped by my forefathers, and have been bo- 

noured with the like worship which they paid them, by my- 
self. in short, thou hast done this whilst thou art my kins-

cc man, and my sister's son, and the husband of r.v 
cc and vast hospitably treated by mc, and didst eat et me., I;1;:,c." 
When Laban had said thi,, Jacob made his defen ; 	that 107 
" was not the only person in whom God had 	the love 
cc of his native country, but that he had made it r.rtural to all 
CC men ; and., that therefore it was but reasonable that. after so 
C4 long time,. he should go back to it. But as to Lik; prey, of 
cc whose;driving away thou accuscst me, if any other :•rson were 
C4 the arbitrator thou wouldst be found in the wrong ; ttio, instead 
" of those thanks 1 ought to have had from thee, for both htep, 

ing thy cattle, and increasing them, how is it that thou art un- 
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" justly angry at me because I have taken, and have with me, a 
" small portion of them ? But then, as to thy daughters, take 
" notice, that it is not through any evil practices of mine that 
" they follow me in my return home, but from that just affec-
" tion which wives naturally have to their husbands. They 
" follow, theretbre, not so properly myself as their own child-

!•  " ren." And thus tar of his apology was made, in order to clear 
himself of having acted unjustly. To which he added his own 
coniplaint and accusation of Laban; saying, " While I was thy 

sister's son, and thou hadst given me thy daughters in mar-
1  " riage, thou bast worn me out with thy harsh commands, and 
•" detained me twenty years under them. That, indeed, which 

was required in order to my marrying thy daughters, hard as 
." it was, I own to have been tolerable ; but as to those that were 
'" put upon me after those marriages, they were worse, and such 
" indeed as an enemy would have avoided." For certainly Laban 
bad used Jacob very ill ; fin. when he saw that God was assisting 
to Jacob in all that he desired, he promised him, that of the 

,young cattle which should he born, he should have sometimes 
what was of a white colour, and sometimes what should be of a 
black colour; but when those that came to Jacob's share proved 
numerous, he did not keep his faith with him, but said he would 
rive them to him the next year, because of his envying him the 

multitude of his possessions. He promised him astefore, because 
lire thought such an increase was nut to be expected; but when it 
appeared to be fact, he deceived him. 

11. But then, as to the sacred images, he bid him search for 
them ; and when Laban accepted of the offer, Rachel, being in-
brined of it, put those images' into that camel's saddle on which 

She rode, and sat upon it ; and said, that her natural purgation 
hindered her rising up : so Laban left off searching any farther, 

of supposing that hi. daughter in such circumstances Would ap-
proach to those images. So he made a league with Jacob, and 
bound it by oaths, that he would not bear him any malice on ac-
count of what had happened,: and Jacob made the like league, 
and promised to love Laban's daughters. And these leagues they 
confirmed with oaths also, which they made upon-certain moult-
ains, whereon they erected a pillar, in the ibrm of an altar: 

lAthence that hill is called Gilead; and from thence they call 
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that land, the land of Gilead at this day. Now when they 
had feasted, after the making of the league, Laban returned 
bottle. 

CHAPTER XX. 

Cneerninr,  the meeting of Jacob and Esau. 

§ 1. NOW as Jacob was proceeding on his journey to the land 
of Canaan, angels appeared to him, and sugtrested to him good 
hope of his future condition; and that place he named the camp 
of God. And, being desirous of knowing what hiy brother':i in-
tentions were to him, he sent messengers to give him an exact 
account of every thing, as king afraid, on account of the enmi-
ties between them., He charged those that were sent to say to 
'Esau, that " Jacob had thought it WWI% to live together with 

him, while he was.in anger against hint, and so had gone out 
" of the country ; and that he now, thinking the length of time 
" of his absence must have made up their differences, was re-
" turning; that he brought with him his wives, and his children, 

with what posse.:sions he had gotten; and delivered himself, 
" rr ith what Was most dear to him, into his hands; and should 
cc think it hi9 greatest happiness to partake together with his bro-
"  titer of wino: God had bestowed upon him." So these messen-
gers told him this message. [icon which Esau was very glad, 
and met his brother with four hundred men. And Jacob, when 
he heard that he Was coming to meet him with such a number 
of men, was greatly afraid : hov..cter, he committed I. Lop,. „1 
deliverance to God ; and considered how, in his pre, ill ‘.0.;,1:111 
stance5,  he might preserve himself and those that wet 	,I.;1 him, 
and overcome his enemies if they attached him injuriously. 1 lo 
therefore distributed his company into parts; some he nt tJc-
fore the rest, araWie others he ordered to come clove .behiod, 
that so, if that were overpowered when. his brother attdelxil 
them, they Might have those that followed as a refugc  ‘.0 fly unto. 
And when he bad put his company in this order, he ,t,u. ,once 
of them to carry presents to his brother. The pr.. col:: were 
made up of cattle, and a great number of four-foott.0 tr.ist:., of 
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many kinds, such as would be very acceptable to those,that re-
ceived them, on account of their rarity. Those who were sent 
went at certain intervals of space asunder, that, by following thick 
one after another, they might appear to be the more numerous, • 
that Esau might remit of his auger on account of these presents, 
if he were still in a passion. Instructions were also given to those 
that were sent, tb speak gently to him.  

2.• When Jacob had made these appointments all the day, and 
nighteame on, he moved on with his company; and, as theywere 
gone  over a certain river called Jabhoc, Jacob was left behind; 
and meeting with an angel he wrestled with him, the angel. be-' 
ginning the struggle; but he prevailed over the angel, who used 
a  voice, and spice to him in words, exhorting him to be pleased 
With what had happened  -to him, and not to suppose that his 

ictory was a small one, but that he had overcome a divine an-
el, and to esteem the victory as a sign of great blessings that 

should come to him ; and that hisoffipring should never fail; and 
that no man should he too hard for his power. He also com-
manded him to he called brae!, which, in the Hebrew tongue, 
signifies one that struggled with the divine angel'''. These pro-

ilses were made at the prayer of Jacob ; for when he perceived 
im to lie the angel of God, he desired he would signify to him 

what should befal him hereafter. And when the angel had said 
what is before related, he disappeared ; but Jacob was pleased 

grwith  these things, and named the place Phanuel, which signifies, 
- . the face of God. Now when he felt pain, by this struggling, 

pun his broad sinew, he abstained from eating that sinew hint-
'clf afterward; and for his sake it is still not eaten by us. 
'  3. When Jacob understood that his brother was near, he or-. 
lered his wives to go before,cach by herself, with the hand-maids, 
hat they might see the actions of the men, as they were fight-
ig, if Esau were so disposed. He then went up to his brother 

•' ;'sau, and .howed down to him, who had no evil design upon 
In 

 

him, bet saluted him ; and asked him about.the company of the 
children and of the women;  •  and desired, when he had under- 

* Perhaps this may be.the proper meaning of the word Israel, by the present and old 
Jerusalem analogy  of the Hebrew tongue. In the mem time, it is certain that the 
lienenists of the first century, in Egypt and elsewhere, intcrurLted Isrv,:l to be a man 
5rehig God, as is oident front the argument forceited. 
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stood all he wanted to know about them, that he would go along 
with him to their father; but Jacob pretending that the cattle 
were weary, Esau returned to.Seir, for there,was his place of ha-
bitation; he having named the place roughness, from his own 
hairy roughness. 

CHAPTER XXI. 

Concerning the violation of' Dina's churdity. 

§ 1.11EREUPON Jacob came to the place, till this day called 
Tents (Succoth), from whence he went to Shechem, which is a 
city of the Canaanites. Now as the Shechemites were keeping a 
festival, Dina, who was the only daughter of Jacob, went into the 
city to see the finery of the women of that country. But when 
Shechem, the son of Hanior the king, saw her, he defiled her by 
violence; and, being greatly in love with her, desired of his father 
that he would procure the damsel to him for a wife. To which 
desire he condescended, and came to Jacob, desiring him to give 
leave that his son Shechem might, according to law, marry Dina. 
But Jacob, not knowing how to deny the desire of one of such 
great dignity, and yet not thinking it lawful to marry his daughter 
to a stranger, entreated him to give him leave to have a consulta-
tion about what he desired him to do. So the king went away, 
in hopes that Jacob would grant him this marriage. But Jacob 
informed his sons of the defilement of their sister, and of the ad-
dress of Hamor; and desired them to give their advice, what 
they should do. Upon this, the greatest part said nothing, not 
knowing what advice to give. But Simeon and Levi, the bre-
thretOfthe damsel, by the same mother, agreed between them-
selves upon the action following: it being now the time °fa festival, 
when the Shechcmites were employed in ease and feasting, they 
fell upon the watch, when they were asleep, and, coming into the 
cit ',slew* all the males; as also the king, and his son, with them; 

Of thi3 slaughter of the Shechemites by Simeon and Levi, r ee Authent. Ike. Part 
L p. 309, 418, 432-439. But %h./ Josephus has omitted the circumcision of there 
Shcelicmito, as the occasion of their death; and of Jacob'e great grief, as in the Tcta-
rnent of Levi, § .5; I canoe tell. 
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but spared the women. And when they had done this without 
their father's consent, they brought away their sister. 

f2.. Now while Jacob was astonished at the greatness of this 
act, and was severely blaming his sons for it, God stood by him, 
and bid him be of good courage; but to purify his tents, and to 
offer those sacrifices which he had vowed to offer when he went 
first into Mesopotamia, and saw his vision. As he was therefore 
purifying his followers, he light upon the gods of Laban (for he 
did not before know they were stolen by Rachel), and he hid 
them in the earth, under an oak, in Sheehem. And departing 
thence, he Offered sacrifice at Bethel, the place where he saw his 
dream, when he went first into Mesopotamia. 

3. And when he was gone thence, and was come over-against 
Ephrata, he there buried Rachel, who died in child-bed: she 
was the only one of Jacob's kindred that had not the honour of 
burial at Hebron. And when he had mourned for a great while, 
he called the son that was born of her Benjamin% because of the 
sorrow the mother had with hint. These are all the children of 
Jacob, twelve males and one female. Of them eight were legi-
timate, viz. six of Lea, and two of Rachel ; and four were of the 
handmaids, two of each; all 'whose names have been set down al-
ready. 

CHAPTER XXII. 

How Isaac died, and was buried in Hebron. 

FROM thence Jacob came to Hebron, a city situate among the 
Canaanites; and there it was that Isaac lived: and so they lived 
together for a little while ; for as to Reheka, Jacob did not find 

Since Benoni signifies the seri ofmy sorrow, and Benjamin the son of days, or one 
horn  in the-  illitheeit old age., Gen. xliv. t2(i, I suspect Josephus's present copies to be 
litre imperfect ; and I suppose, that, imeorrespondeuce to oilier copies, he wrote that 
Rachel called her eini's name Benuni, but his Caber called him Benjamin, Gen. \mi. 

As for Benjamin, .as commonly explained the son of the right hand, it makes no 
SeliSC at 'all, and seems to be a gross modern error only. The Samaritan always writes  
this  name truly Benjamin), Odell probably is here of the same signification, only with 
the Clialdee tInnination in, instead of tin,  in the I iebr is, as we pronounce Cherubin 
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ber alive. Isaac also died not long after the coming of his son; 
and was buried by his sons, with his wife, -in Hebron, where 
they had a monument belongipg to them from their fore-fa-
thers. Now Isaac was a man who was beloved of God, and 
was vouchsafed great instances of providence by God, after 
Abraham his father; and lived to be exceeding old : for when he 
had lived virtuously one hundred and eighty-five years, he then 

. 	, 
or Cherubim indifferently. Accordingly, both the Testament Of Benjamin, §1. p. 401, 
and  Phito Je nomunrm 7n:teatime:  p. 10.59, mite the name• 13'-tUilialut but 0'0" it. 
not the son of his right hand, but the son of days. 

ad 
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BOOK IL 

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF TWO HUNDRED AND TWENTY 

YEARS. 

From the Death of Isaac to the Exodus out of Egypt. 

CIIAPTER I. 

How Esau and Jacob, thc sons of Isaac, divided l7ieir habitation ;• 
and Esau possessed Idainca, and Jacob Canaan. 

§ 1. A FTER the death of Isaac, his sons divided their habita-
tions respectively. Nor did they retain what they had before ; 
but Esau departed from the city of Hebron, and left it to his bro-
ther, and dwelt in Stir, and ruled over Idumea. He called the 
country by that name from:thimself, for he was named Adorn; 
which appellation he got on the following occasion : One d.ty re-
turning from the toil of hunting very hungry (it was when he 
was a child in age), he lighted on his brother t‘tten, he . was 
getting ready lentils-pottage for his dinner, which was of a 
very red colour ; on which account he the more earnestly longed 
for it, and desired him to give him some cf it to cat : but he made 
advantage of his brother's hunger, and forced him to resign up 
to him his birth-right, and he, being pinched with famine, re-
signed it up to him, under an oath. Whence it came, that, on 
account of the redness of thi€ pottage, he was, in way of jest, by 
his cotemporaries called Adorn, for the Hebrews call what is red 

- Adorn ; and this was the name given to this country: but the 
Greeks -s-ave it a more agreeable pronunciation, and named it 
Idumea. 

2. He became the father of five sons; of whom Jaus, and Ja-
lomus, and Corms, were by one wife, whose name was Alibama;; 
but of the rest, Aliphaz wasborn to him by Ada, and Raguel by 
Basentath ; and these were the sons of 1::sau. Aliphaz had five 
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legitimate sons,Thcman, Omer, Saphus, Gotham, and Kanaz ; for 
Amalek was not legitimate, but by a concubine, whose name was 
Thamna. These dwelt in that part of Idumea which was called 
Gebalitis, and that denominated from Amalek, Amalekitis ; for 
Idumea was a large country, and did then preserve the name of 
the whole, while in its several parts it kept the names of its pe-
culiar inhabitants. 

CHAPTER II. 

how Joseph, the youngest of Jacob's sons, was envied by his 
brethren, when certain dreams hOforeshowed his future hap-
piness. 

§ I. IT happened that Jacob came to so great happiness as rare-
ly any other person has arrived at. He was richer than the rest 
of the inhabitants of that country ; and was at once envied and 
admired for such virtuous sons, for tliey were deficient in no-
thing, but were of great souls, both for labouring with their 
hands and enduring of toil: and shrewd also in understanding. 
And God exercised such a providence over him, and such a care 
of his happiness, as to bring him the greatest blessings, even out: 
of what appeared to be the most sorrowful condition; and to make 
him the cause of our forefathers' departure out of Egypt, him 
and his posterity. The occasion Was this: When Jacob had this 
son Joseph born to him by Rachel, his father loved him above 
the rest of his sons, both because of the beauty, of his body, and 
the virtues of his mind, for he excelled the rest in prudence. 
This affeetiortillif his father excited the envy and the hatred of 
his brethren; as did also his dreams which he saw, and related 
to his father and to them, which foretold his future happiness, 
it being usual with mankind to envy their very nearest relations 
such their prosperity. Now the visions which Joseph saw in his 
sleep wqre these 

2. When they were in the middle of harvest, and .Joseph was 
• sent by his father, with his brethren, to gather the fruits of the 
earth,Ite saw a vision in a dream, but greatly exceeding the Items-

.  ,  tomary appearances that come when we arc asleep; which, caber' 

kali 
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he was got up, he told his brethren, that they might judge 
what it portended. He said, " he saw the last night, that his 
" wheat-sheaf stood still in the place where he set • it, but that 
" their sheaves ran to bow down to it, as servants bow down to 
" their masters." But as soon as they perceived the vision, fore-
told that he should obtain power and great wealth, and that his 
power should be in opposition to them, they gave no interpre-
tation of it to Joseph, as if the dream were not by them under-
stood : but they prayed that no part of what they suspected to be 
its meaning might come to pass ; and they bare a still greater 
hatred to him on that account. 

.3. But God, in opposition to their envy, sent a second vision 
to Joseph, which was much more wonderful than the former; 
for it seemed to him that the sun took with him, the moon and 
the rest of the stars, and came down to the earth, and bowed 
down to him. He told this vision to his father, and that, as 
suspecting nothing of 	from his brethren, when they were 
there also, and desired him to interpret tt !tat it should signify. Now 
Jacob was pleased with the dream; for, considering the predic-
tion in his mind, and shrewdly and wisely guessing at its mean-
ing ing; he rejoiced at the great things thereby signified, because it 
declared the future happiness of his son ; and that, by the bless-
ing of God, the time should come when he should be honoured, 
and thought worthy of worship by his parents andThrethren, as 
guessing that the moon and sun were like his mother and father ; 
the former, as she that gave increase and nourishment to all 
things, and the latter, he that gave form and other powers to 
them; and that the stars were like his brethren, since they were 
eleven-in number, as were the stars that receive their power from 
the sun and moon. 

4. And thus did Jacob make a judgement of this vision, and 
that a shrewd one also. But these interpretations caused very 
great grief to Joseph's brethren; and they were affected to him 
hereupon.as if he were a certain stranger, that was to have those 
good things which were signified by the dreamS, and not as one 
that was a brother, with whom it was probable they should be 
joint partakers ; and as they had been Ortners in the same pa-
tentage, so should they be of the same lappiness. They also 
resolved to kill the lad; and having fully ratified that intention 

igt % voL. 
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of theirs, as soon as their collection of the. fruits was over, they 
went to Shechem, which is a country good- for feeding of cattle, 
and. for pasturage ; there they fed their flocks, without acquaint-
ing-  their father with their removal thither : whereupon he had 
melancholy suspicions about them, as being ignorant of his sons' 
condition, and receiving no messenger from the flocks that could 
inform him of the true state they were in ; so, because he was in 
great fear about them, he sent Joseph to the flocks, to learn the 
circumstances his brethren were in, and to bring him word how 
they did. 

CHAPTER 

How Joseph was thus sold by his brethren into Egypt, by reason 
of their hatred to hint and how he there grew famous and 
illustrious, and had his brethren under his power. 

5 I. NOW these brethren rejoiced as soon as they saw their 
brother coming to them, not indeed as at the presence of a near 
relation, or as at the presence of one sent by their father, but as 

	

L 	at the presence of an enemy, and one that by divine providence 
was delivered into their hands; and they already resolved to kill 
him, and not let slip the opportunity that lay before them. But 
when Reubel, the eldest of them, saw them tints disposed, and 
that they had agreed together to execute their purpose, he tried 
to restrain them, showing them the heinous enterprise they were 
going about, and the horrid nature of it ; that this action would 

l
ot 

 appear wicked in the sight of God, and impious before men, 
,..ven though they should kill one not related to them, but much 

.;.  InOre flagitious and detestable to appear to have slain their own 
brother: by which act the father must be treated unjustly in the 
son's slaughter, and the mother also 'i' be in perplexity while she 
laments that her son is taken away from her, and this not in a . , 

	

. 	* We 'Islay bete observe, that in correspondence to Joicph's second dream, which 
"  ' plied, that his mother, who was then alive, as well as his father; should come and 0

1  
tim 

• 

'w down to him, Josephus repret.ents her here as still alive after she was dead, for th- 
,cor 	of the dream that foretold it; as the interpretation of the dream does also iiii 
 our copies, Gct.. xxxvii, 10. 
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natural way neither. So he entreated them to have a regard to 
their own consciences, and wisely to consider what mischief 
would betide them upon the death of so good a child, and their 
youngest brother ; that they would also fear God, who was al-
ready both a spectator and a witness of the designs they had 
against their brother ; that he would love them if they abstained 
from this act, and yielded to repentance and amendment; but in 
case they proceeded to do the fact, all sorts of punishments 
would overtake them from God for this murder of their brother, 
'since they polluted his providence, which was every where pre-
sent, and which did not overlook what was done, either in 
deserts or in cities ; for wheresoever a plan is, there ought he 
to suppose that God is also. He told them farther, that their 
consciences would be their enemies if they attempted to go 
through so wicked an enterprise, which they can never avoid, 
whether it be a good conscience, or whether it be such a one as 
they will have within them when once they have killed their 
brother. He also added this besides, to what he had before said, 
that it was not a righteous thing to kill a brother, though he had 
injured them ; that it is a good thing to forget the actions of such 
near friends, even in things wherein they might seem to have 
offended; but that they were going to kill Joseph, who had been 
guilty of nothing that was ill towards them, in whose case the in-
firmity of his small age should rather procure him mercy, and move 
them to unite together in the care of his preservation. That the 
cause of killing him made the act itself much worse, while they 
determined to take him off out of envy at his future prosperity; 
an equal share of which they would naturally partake while he 
enjoyed it, since they were to him not strangers, but the nearest 
relations, for they might reckon upon what God bestowed upon 
Joseph as their own ; and that it was fit for them to believe, that 
the anger of God would for this cause be more severe upon them, 
if they slew him who was judged by God to be worthy of that 
prosperity,which was to be hoped for; and while, by murdering 
him, they made it impossible for God to bestow it upon him. 

2. lteubc1 said these, and many other things, and used en-
treaties to them, and thereby endeavoured to divert them from 
the murder of their brother. But when he saw that his discourse 
'IA not mollified them at all, and that they made haste to do the 

/C 2 
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fact, he advised them to alleviate the wickedness they were going 
about, in the manner of taking Joseph off; for as he had el:hurted 
them first, when they were going to revenge themselves, to be 
dissuaded from doing it, so since the sentence for killing their 
brother had prevailed, he said that they would not, however, be 
.so grossly guilty, if they would be persuaded to follow his present 
advice, which would include what they were so eager about, buti 
was not so very bad, but, in the distress they were in, of a lighter 
nature. He begged of them, therefore, not to kill their brother 
with their own hands, but to cast him into the pit that was hard.  
by, and so to let him die; by which they would gain so much, 
that they would not defile their own hands. with his blood. To 
this the young men readily agreed : so Reubel took the lad and 
tied him to a cord, and let him down gently into the pit, for it 
had no water at all in it; who, when he had done this, went his 
way to seek for such pasturage as was fit for feeding their flocks. 

3. But Judas, being one of Jacob's sons also, seeing some 
Arabians, of the posterity of Ismael, carrying spices and Syrian 
wares out of the land of Gilead to the Egyptians, after Reubel 
was gone, advised his brethren to draw Joseph out of the pit, and 
sell him to the Arabians ; for if he should die among strangers a 
great way off, they should be freed from this barbarous action. 
This therefore was resolved on; so they drew Joseph up out of 
the pit, and sold him to the merchants for twenty pounds*. He 
was now seventeen years old. But Reubel, coming in the night-
time to the pit, resolved to save Joseph, without the privity of 
his brethren ; and when, upon his calling to him, he made no' 
answer, he was afraid that they had destroyed him after he was 
gone ; of which he complained to his brethren, but, when they 
had told him what they had done, Reubel left off his mourning. 

4. When Joseph's brethren had done thus to him, they con-
sidered what they should do to escape the suspicions of their 
'lather. Now they had taken away . from Joseph the coat which 
he had on when he came to them, at the time they let Yin down 

' 	. 
. 

nto the pit ; so they thought proper to tear that coat tu pieces, i 
 

1

1 

 
• 

*The Septuagint hive twenty pieces of gold; the Testament of Gad 90; the Jh • 
rely and Samaritan 20 of silver ;  and the vidgar Latin an. What was the true flout-

'  es, and true suni, cannot therefore now be knout). 
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and to dip it into goat's blood, and then to carry it and show it to 
their father, that he might believe he was destroyed by wild 
beasts. And when they had so done, they came to the old man, 
but this not till what had happened to his son had already come 
to his knowledge : then they said that they had not seen Joseph, 
nor knew what mishap had befallen him, but that they had found 
his coat bloody and torn to pieces, whence they had a suspicion 
that he had fallen among wild beasts, and so perished, if that 
was the coat he had on when he came from home. Now Jacob 
had before some better hopes that his son was only made a cap-
tive ; but now he laid aside that notion, and supposed that this 
coat was an evident argument that he was dead, for he well re-
membered that this was the coat he had on when he sent him to 
his brethren ; so he hereafteelamented the lad as now dead, and 
as if he had been the father of no more than one, without taking 
any comfort in the rest; and so he was also affected with his mis-
fortune before he met with Joseph's brethren, when he also 
conjectured that Joseph was. destroyed by wild beasts. He sat 
down also clothed in sackcloth and in  heavy affliction, inso-
much that he found no ease when his sons`comforted him, neither 
did his pains remit by length of time. 

• 
CHAPTER IV. 

Concerning the signal chastity of Joseph. 

§ 1. NOW Potiphar an Egyptian, who was chief cook to king 
Pharaoh, bought Joseph of the merchants, who sold him to him. 
He had him in the greatest honour, and taught him the learning 
that became a free man, and gave him leave to make use of a 
diet better than was allotted to slaves. He intrusted also the 
care of his house to him. So he enjoyed these advantages, 
yet did t;ot he leave that virtue which he had before, upon such 
a change of his condition ; but he demonstrated that wisdom was 
able to govern the uneasy passions of life, in such as have it in 
reality, and. do not only put it on for A show, under a present 

°late  of prosperity. 

r- :#72. For when his master's wife was fallen in love with him, 
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both on account of his beauty of body, and his dexterous manage-
ment of afiitirs ; and supposed, that if she should make it known 
to him she should easily persuade him to come and lie with her, 
and that he would look on it as a piece of happy fortune that his 
mistress should entreat him, as regarding that state of slavery he 

I was in, and not his moral character, which continued after his 
condition was changed; so she made known her naughty incli- 0 
nations, and spake to him about lying with her. However, he 
rejected her entreaties, not thinking it agreeable to religion to 
yield so far to her, as to do what would tend to the affront and 

'  injury of him that purchased him, and had vouchsafed him so 
great honours. He, on the contrary, exhorted her to govern 
that passion; and laid before her the impossibility of her obtain-
'lig her desires, which he thought might he conquered, if she 

ad no hope of succeeding : and he said, thakas to himself, he 
, '•  ould endure any thing whatever before he would be persuaded 

to it; for although it was fit for a slave, as he was, to do nothing 
contrary to his mistress, he might well be excused in a case 
where the contradiction was to such sort of commands only. But 

' 	this opposition of Joseph's when she did not expect it, made her 
till more violent in her love to him; and as she was sorely beset-

. 
1
0 with  this naughty passion, so she resolved to.compass her design 

$ 
- 

by a second attempt. 
3. When, therefore, there was a public festival coming on, 

in which it was the custom for women to .come to the public so, 
lemnity, she pretended to her husband that she was sick, as con. 
'riving an opportunity for solitude and leisure, that she might 
ntreat Joseph again: which opportunity being obtained, she  il 

 

i 	used more kind words to him than before ; and said, that it had 
been good for him to have yielded to her first solicitation, and 
to have given her no repulse, both because of the reverence he 

[  ought to bear to her dignity, who solicited him, and because of 
the vehemency of her passion, by which she was forced, though 

1 

 she Were his mistress, to condescend beneath her dignity; but 
that he may now, by taking more prudent advice, wile off the 

I.  imputation of his former folly; for, whether it were that he ex.' I- vete(' the repetition of her solicitations, she had now made it, 
nd that with greater earnestness than before, for that she had'' ishil 
 

pretended sickness on this very account, and had prefelvd 1 ' • 
r. 
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conversation before the festival and its solemnity ; or whether he 
opposed her former discourses, as not believing she could be in 
earnest, she now gave him sufficient security, by thus repeating 
her application, that she meant not in the least by fraud to 
impose upon him ; and assured him, that if he complied with 
her affections, he might expect the enjoyment of the advantages 
he already had; and if he were _submissive to her, he should 
have still greater advantages ; but that he must look for revenge 
and hatred from her, in case he rejected her desires, and pre-
ferred the reputation of chastity before his mistress ; for that he 
would gain nothing by such procedure, because she would then 
become his accuser, and wonkl falsely pretend to her husband 
that he attempted her chastity ; and that Potiphar would hearken 
to her words rather than to his, let his be ever so agreeable to 
the truth. 

4. When the woman had said thus., and even with► tears in 
her eyes, neither did pity dissuade Joseph from his chastity, nor 
did fear compel hint to a compliance with her; but he opposed 
her solicitations, and did not yield to her threatenings, and was 
afraid to do an ill thing, and chose to undergo the sharpest 
punishment, rather than to enjoy his present advantages, by doing 
what his own conscience knew would justly deserve that he should 
die for it. He also put her in mind that she was a married 

-  • .,  woman, and that she ought to cohabit with her h►isband only; 
.,- 

 
and desired her to suffer these considerations to havC more weight 
With her than the short pleasure of lustful dalliance, which 

1110  would bring her to repentance afterwards, would cause trouble to 
.  - her, and yet would not amend what had been done amiss. He 

also suggested to her the fear she would be in, lest they should 

II

• 
 i

be caught; and that the advantage of concealment was uncertain. 
and that only while the wickedness was not known [would there 
'be any quiet for them] ; but that she might have the enjoyment 

. 	of her husband's company without any danger ; and he told her, 
that in the company of her husband she might have great bold-
ness, from a good conscience, both before God, and before men. 
say, that she would act better like his mistress, and make use 
of her authority over him better, while she persisted in her chas- 

1114 
 t►ty, than when they were both ashamed for what wickedne 
),7 had been guilty of ; and that it is much better to depend 
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on a good life, well acted, and known to have been so, than 
upon the hopes of the concealment of evil phetices. 

1 

	

	
5. Joseph, by saying this, and more, tried to restrain 111,.. 

violent passion of the woman, and to reduce her affections NNIthin 
the rules of reason : but she grew more ungovernable and ear- 

1 	nest in the matter, and, since she despaired of persuading him, 
4,1 	she laid her hands upon him, and had a mind to force him.• 

But as soon as Joseph bad got away from her anger, leaving also 
his garment with her, for he left that to her, and leaped 'out of 1;

. 
 

her chamber, she was greatly afraid lest he should discover her
i  lewdness to her husband, and greatly troubled at the affront he 

had offered her; so she resolved to be beforehand with him, and 
to accuse Joseph falsely to Potiphar, and by that means to re-

t venge herself on him for his pride and contempt of her ; and she 
i& Thought it a wise thing in itself, and also becoming a woman, 

thus to prevent his accusation. Accordingly she sat sorrowful 
and in confusion, framing herself so hypocritically and angrily, 
that the sorrow, which was really for her being disappointed of 
her lust, might appear to be for the attempt upon her chastity; 
so.that when her husband came home, and was disturbed at the 

pp
.ight of her, and inquired what was the cause of the disorder she 
Was in, sl,c, 'o.gan to accuse Joseph : and, "0 husband," said 
she, " mayest thou not live a day longer if thou dost not punish 
cc the wicked slave, who has desired to defile thy bed ; who has 
cc neither minded who lie was, when he came to our house, so 

r  cc as to behave himself with modesty; nor has he been mindful 
cc of what favours be had received from thy bounty, (as he mast 

i 	cc be an ungrateful man indeed, unless he, in every respect, carry 
I " himself in a manner agreeable to us) : this man, I say, laid a 

cc private demon to abuse thy wife, and this at the time of a 
i 	cc festival, , 	tying when thou wouldest be absent. So that it 

" now.is ch. , that his modesty, as it appeared to be formerly, 
cc was only because of the restraint he was in out of fear of thee, 
"iibut that he was not really of a good disposition. This,}s been 
4.  occasioned by his being advanced to honour beyond what he 
" deserved, and what he hoped for; insomuch that he concluded, 
" that he who was deemed fit to be trusted with thy estate, and 
" the government of thy family, and was preferred above thy 
" eldest servants, might be allowed to touch, thy wife ah')." 

Ilik 
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Thus when she had ended her discourse, she showed him his 
garment, as if he then left it with her when he attempted to force 
her. But Potiphar not being able to disbelieve what his wife's 
tears showed, and what his wife said, and what he saw himself, 
and being seduced by his love to his wife, did not set himself 
about the examination of the truth, but taking it for granted that 
his wife was a modest woman, and condemning Joseph as a 
wicked man, he threw him into the malefactors' prison ; and had 
a still higher opinion of his wife, and bare her witness, that she 
was a woman of a becoming modesty and chastity. 

CHAITILR V. 

What things befell Joseph in prison. 

§ 1. NOW Joseph, commending all his affairs to God, did 
not betake himself to make his defence, nor to give an account 
of the exact circumstances of the fact, but silently underwent the 
bonds and the distresses he was in, firmly believing, that God, 
who knew the cause of his affliction, and the truth of the fact, 
would be more powerful than those that inflicted the punishments 
upon him ; a proof of whose providence he quiettly received 
for the keeper of the prison taking notice of his cats and fidelity 
in the affairs he had set him about, and the dignity of his coun-
tenance, relaxed his bonds, and thereby made his heavy calamity 
lighter, and more supportable to him : he also permitted him 
to make use of a diet better than that of the rest of the prisoners. 
Now as his fellow-prisoners, when their hard labours were over, 
fell to discoursing one am6ng another, as is usual in such as are 
equal sufferers, and to inquire one of another what were the 
occasions of their being condemned to a prison : among them 
the kings cup-bearer, and one that had been respected by him, 
was put in bonds upon the king's anger at him. This man wai 
under the same bonds with Joseph, and grew more familiar with 
him; and upon his observing that Joseph had a better understand-

,,ing than the rest had, he told him of a dream he had, and de•
liFed he would interpret its meaning, complaining, that besides 
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the afflictions he underwent from the king, God did also add to 
him trouble from his dreams. 

He therefore said, that in his sleep he saw three ...ittalkrs 
of grapes hanging upon three branches of a vine, large already, 
and ripe for gathering; and that he squeezed them into a cup, 
which tilt king held in his hand; and when he had strained the 
wine, he gave it to the king to drink, and that he received it. 
from him with a pleasant countenance. This, he said, was 
what be saw; and he desired Joseph, that if he had any portion 
of understanding in such matters, he would tell him what this 
vision foretold. Who. bid him be of good cheer, and expect-to 
be loosed from his bonds in three days' time, because the king 
desired his service, and was about to restore him to it again: 
for he let him know, that God bestows the fruit of the vine upon 
men for good; which wine is poured out to him, and is the 
pledge of fidelity and mutual confidence among men; and puts 
an end to their quarrels, takes away passion and grief out of the 
minds of them that use it, and makes them cheerful. " Thou 
sayest that thou didst squeeze this wine from three clusters of 
grapes with thine hands, and that the king received it; know, 
therefore, that this vision is for thy good, and foretels a release 
from thy present distress, within the same number. of days as 
the branches had whence thou gatheredst thy grapes in thy 
sleep. However, remember what prosperity I have foretold thee, 
when thou hast found it true by experience: and when thou art 
in authority, do not overlook us in this prison, wherein thou 
wilt leave us, when thou art gone to the place we have foretold; 
for we are not in prison for any crime, but for the sake of our 
virtue and sobriety are we condemned to suffer the penalty of 
malefactors,' and because we arc not willing to injure him that 
has thus distressed us, though it were for our own pleasure." The 
cup-bearer, therefore, as Was. natural to do, rejoiced to hear such 
an int r •etation of his dream, and waited the completion of 
what h S een thus showed him beforehand. • 

	

3.. 	't another servant there was of theling's, who had been 
chief baker, and was now bound in prison with the cup-bearer 
he also Was in good hope, upon Joseph's interpretation of the 
other's vision, for he had seen a dream - also; so he desired that 
Joseph would tell him what the visions he had seen the night 
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before might mean. They were these that follow : u Metbought, 
says hel  I carried three baskets upon my head; two were full of 
loaves, and the third full of sweetmeats, and other eatables, such 
as are prepared for kings ;. but that the fowls came flying, and 
eat them all up, and had no regard to my attempt to drive them 
away." And he expected a prediction like to that of the cup-
bearer's. But Joseph, considering and reasoning about the 
dream, said to him, that he would willingly be an interpreter of 
good events to him,. 'and not of such as his dream denounced to 
him; but he told him, that he had only three days in all to live, 
for• that the [three] baskets signify, that on the third day he 
should be crucified, and devoured by fowls, while he was not 
able to help himself.' Now both these dreams bad the same se-
veral events that Joseph foretold they should have, and this to 
both the Tallies; for on the third day before mentioned, when 
the king solemnized his birth-day, he crucified the chief baker, 
but set the butler free from his bonds, and restored him to his 
former ministration. 

4. But God freed Joseph from his confinement, after. lie had 
endured his bonds two years, and had received no assistance 
from the cup-bearer, who did not remember what lie had said 
to him formerly i  and God contrived this method of deliverance 
for him. Pharaoh the king had seen in his sleep the same even-
ing two visions; and after them had the interpretations of 
them both given him. He had forgotten the latter, but retained 
the dreams themselves. Being therefore troubled at what he 
had seen, for it seemed to him to be all of a melancholy nature, 
the next day he called together the wisest men among the Egyp-
tians, desiring to learn from them the interpretation of his dream. 
But when they hesitated about them, the king was so much the 
more disturbed. And now it was that the memory of Joseph, 
and his skill in dreams, came into the mind of the king's cup-
bearer, when he saw the confusion that Pharaoh was in ; so he 
.came anti,  mentioned Joseph to him, as also the vision he had 
seen in prison, and Ithw the event proved as lie had said: as 
also that the chief baker was crucified on the very same day; and 
that this also happened to him according to the interpretation 
f Joseph. That Joseph himself was laid in bonds by Pdtiphar, 

) was his head cook, as a slave ; but, he said, he was one of 
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the noblest of the stock of the Hebrews: and said farther, his 
• father lived in great splendour. " If thereTore thou wilt send for 

him, and not despise hint on the score of his misfortunes, Thou 
wilt learn what thy dreams signify." So the king commanded 
that they should bring Joseph into his presence; and those. who 
received the command came and brought him with them, having 
taken care of his habit, that it might be decent, as the king had 
enjoined them to do. 

5. But the king took him by the hand; and, " 0 young man," 
taus he, " for my servant bears witness that thou art at present 
" the best and most skilful person I can consult with, vouchsafe 
" me the same favours which thou bestowcdst on this servant of 
" mine, and tell me what events they are which the visions of 
" my dreams foreshow ; and I desire thee to suppress nothing 
" out of fear; nor to flatter me with lying words, or with what 
" may please me, although the truth should be of a melancholy 
" nature. For it seemed to me, that as I walked by the river, 
" I saw kine fat and very large, seven in number, going from 
" the river to the marshes; and other kine of the same number 
" like them met them out of the marshes, exceeding lean and 
" ill-favoured, which eat up the fat and the large kine, and yet 
if were no better than before, and not less miserably pinched 
" with famine. After I had seen this vision, I awaked out of my 
iec sleep; and being in ,disorder, and considering with myself 
" what this appearance should be, I fell asleep again, and saw 
"another dream, much more wonderful than the foregoing, 
" which still did more affright and disturb me : I saw seven ears 
" of corn growing out of one root, having their heads borne 
" down by the weight of the grains, and bending down with the 
" fruit, which was now ripe, and fit for reaping; and near these 
" I saw seven other cars of corn, meagre and weak, for want of 
" rain, which fell to eating and consuming those that were fit 
" for reaping, and put me into great astonishment." 

C. To which Joseph replied : " This dream," said he, " 0 
" king, although seen under two forms:signifies one and the 
", time event of things; for when thou sawest the fat kine, which 
u is• an animal made for the plough and for labour, devoured by 
fl the worser kine, and the ears of corn eaten up by the %mallet 
" cars, they foretel a famine, and want of the fruits the ea' 
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" for the same number of years, and equal with those when 
*" Egypt was in a happy state; and this so far, that the plenty 
" of these years will be spent in the same number of years of 
" scarcity, and that scarcity of necessary provisions will be very 
" difficult to-be corrected; as a sign whereof, the ill-favoured 

' " kine, when they had devoured the better sort, could not be 
" satisfied. But still God foreshows what is to come upon men, 
" not to grieve them, but that, when they know it beforehand, 
" they may by prudence make the actual experience of what is 
" foretold the more tolerable. If thou therefore carefully disc
" pose of the plentiful crops which will come in the former 
" years, thou wilt procure that the future calamity will not be 
" felt by the Egyptians." 

7. Hereupon the king wondered at the discretion and wisdom 
of Joseph; and asked him by what means be might so dispense 
the foregoing plentiful crops, in the happy years, as to make the 
miserable crops more tolerable. Joseph then added this his ad-
vice: to spare the good crops, and ,not permit the Egyptians to 
spend them luxuriously; but to reserve what they would have 
spent in luxury beyond their necessity, against the time of want. 
He also exhorted him to take the corn of the husbandmen, and 
give them only so much as will be sufficient for their food. 
Accordingly Pharaoh being surprised at Joseph, not only for his 
interpretation of the 'dream, but for the counsel be. had given 
lhn, intrusted him with dispensing the corn; with power to do 
what he thought would be for the benefit of the people of Egypt, 
and for the benefit of the king, as believing that he who first 
discovered this method of acting, would prove the best overseer 
of it. But Joseph having this power given him by the king, 
with leave to make use of his seal, and to wear purple, drove in 
his chariot through all the land of,Egypt; and took the corn of 
the husbandmen*, allotting as much to every one as'would be 
sufficient for seed and for thod, but without discovering to any 
one the season why he did so. 

That ib, bcniglit it for Pharlph at a very lo.v 
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CHAPTER VI. 

c 

 

brethren in subjection. 
,  How Joseph, when ha was become 'hums 

§ 1. JOSEPH was now grown up to thirty 'years of age, and 
enjoyed great honours from the king, who called him Psothom 
Phanech, out of regard to his prodigious degree of wisdom ; for 
that name denotes the Revealer of Secrets. He also married a 
wife of very high quality; for he married the daughter of Pete-
Thres*, one of the priests of Heliopolis: she was a virgin, and 
her name was Asenath. By her he had children before the 
scarcity came on : Manasseh, the elder, which signifies Forget-
ful, because his present happiness made him forget his former 
misfortunes; and Ephraim, the younger, which signifies Re-
stored, because he was restored to the freedom of his forefathers. 
Now after Egypt had happily passed over seven years, according 
to Joseph's interpretation of the dreams, the famine came upon 
them in the eighth year; and because this misfortune fell upon 

hi  them when they had no sense of it beforehand t, they were all 
sorely afflicted by it, and came running to the kings gates; and 
he called upon Joseph, who sold the, corn to them, being be- . come confessedly a saviour to the whole multitude of the Egyp-
tians. Nor did he open this market of corn for the people  of 
that country only, but strangers had liberty to buy also; Joseph 

I  being willing that all men, who are naturally akin to one 

• This Potiphar, or, as Josephus, Putephrcs, who was now a priest of On, or Heli-
opolis, is the 4arne name in Josephus, and perhaps in Moses also, with him who is be-
fore called head cook' br captain of the guard, and to whom Joseph was sold; see Gen. 
=CIVIL 06. xxxix. I. t%idi xli. 5o. They are also affirmed to be one and the wsmde 
person in the Teduitueut of Joseph, § is. for he is there said to have married 11.• r a•!.? -
ter of his master and miatress. Nor is this a notion peculiar to that testam^nt 1 
Dr. Bernard conferes, note on Anthi. B. II. chap. iv. § 1. common to jobflpliv•, 
the Septuagint interpreters, and to other learned Jews of old time. 

t This entire igoorance of the Egyptians of these years of famine before tltuy sir e •  
told us before, as well as here, chap. v. § 7. by Josephus, scents to he alli•,..;,t iu i 
Bible. It is in no other copy that I know of. 

in Egypt, had his 
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another, should have assistance from those that lived in happi- 
-fiess. 

2. Now Jacob also, when he understood.that foreigners might 
come, sent all his sons into Egypt to buy corn; for ;he land of 
Canaan was grievously afflicted with the famine, and this great 
misery touched the whole continent. He only retained Benja-
min, who was born to him by Rachel, and was of the same 
mother with Joseph. These sons of Jacob then came into 
Egypt, and applied themselves to Joseph, wanting to buy corn; 
for nothing of this kind was done without his approbation ; since 
even then only was the honour that was paid the king himself, 
advantageous to the persons that paid it, when they took care to 
honour Joseph also. Now when he well knew his brethren, 
they thought nothing of him; for he was but a youth when he 
left them, and was now come to an age so much greater, that 
the lineatnents of his face were changed, and he was not known 
by them: besides this, the greatness of the dignity wherein he 
appeared, suffered them not so much as to suspect it was he. 
He now made trial what sentiments they had about affairs of the 
greatest consequence; for he refused to sell them corn, and said 
they were come as spies of the king's affairs; and that they 
came from several countries, and joined themselves together, 
and pretended that they were of kin, it not being possible that 
a private man should breed up so many sons, antLtIx,.e of so 
great beauty of countenance as they were, such an education of 
so many children being not easily obtained by kings themselves. 
Now this he did in order to discover what concerned his fitther, 
and what happened to him after his own departure from him, 
and as desiring to know what was become of Benjamin his bro-
ther; for he was afraid that they had ventured on the like wicked 
enterprise against him that they had done to himself; and had 
take❑  him off also. 

S. Now these brethren of his were under distraction and ter-
ror, and ,thought that very great danger hung over them; yet 
not at all reflecting upon their brother Joseph, and standing 
firm ,under the accusations laid against them, they made their 
(Vence by Reubel, the eldest of them, who now became their 

'spokesman " We come not hither," said he, " with any un-
' 4ust design, nor in order to bring any harm to the king's af- 

.4Q/ ' 
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" fairs; we only want to be preserved, as supposing your human-
" ity might be a refuge for us from the miseries which our.  
" country labours under, we having heard that you proposed to 
" sell corn, not only to your own countrymen, but to strangers 
" also, and that you determined to allow that corn in order to 
" preserve all that want it; but that we are-brethren, and 'of the 
" same common blood, the peculiar lineaments of our face, and 
" those not much different from one another, plainly show. 
" Our father's name is Jacob, an Hebrew man, who had twelve 
" of us for his sons by four wives; which twelve of us, while we 
" were all alive, were a happy family; but when one of our 
"brethren, whose name was Joseph, died, our affairs changed 
"for the worse; for our father could not forbear to make a long 
" lamentation for him, and we are in affliction, both by the 
" calamity of the death of our brother, and the miserable state 
" of our aged father. We are now therefore come to buy corn, 
" having intrusted the care of our father, and the provision for 
" our family, to .Benjamin, our youngest brother; and if thou 
" sendest to our house, thou maycst learn whether we are guilty 
" of the least falsehood in what we say." 

ti 

	

	4. And thus did Reubel endeavour to persuade Joseph to have 
a beaer opinion of them. But when he had learned from them 

• that Jacob was alive, and that his brother was not destroyed by 
'them, he for the present put them in prison, as intending to 
examine more into their affairs when he should be at leisure. 
But on the third' day he brought them out, and said to them : 
" Since you constantly affirm, that you are not come Xo do 
any harm to the king's affairs; that you are brethren, an the 
sons of the father whom you named, you v.111 satisfy me of the 
truth of what you say, if you leave one of your company with 
me, who shall suffer no injury here; and if, when ye have car-
ried corn to your father, you will come to me again, and bring 
your brother, whom you say you left there, along with you, for 
this shall be by me esteemed an assurance of the truth= ofwhat 
you have told me." Hereupon they were in greater grief thrsn 

It  before; they wept, and perpetually deplored one among another 
the calamity of Joseph; and said, " they were fallen into tli; 
" riiisery as a punishment inflicted by God for what evil con-

tri van, ces they had against him." And Reubel was large,in 
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his reproaches of them for their too late repentance, whence no 
profit arose to Joseph ; and earnestly exhorted them to bear with 
patience whatever they suffered, since it was done by God its 
way of punishment on his account. Thus they spice to one 
another, not imagining that Joseph understood their language. 
A general sadness also seized on them at Reuhel's tvords,, and a 
repentance for what they had done ; and they condemned the 
wickedne,s they had perpetrated, for which they judged they 
were justly punished by God. Now when Joseph saw that thy v 
were in this distress, he was so affected at it that he fell into tears, 
and, not being willing that they should take notice of him, he 
retired ; and after a v.hile came to them again, and taking Sy• 
moon *, in order to his heing a pledge fur his brethren's return, 
he hid them take the corn they had.hought, and go their tear. 
Ile also commanded his steward privily to put.the money which 
they had brought with them for the purchase of earn into their 
sacks, and to di,Jniss than therewith; who did what he was 
commanded to do. 

5. Now when Jacob's sons were comae into the land cf Cansai 
they told their father what had happened to them in Egypt, and 
that they were taken to have conic thither as spies upon the king; 
and how they said they were brethren, mid had left their eleventh 
brother with their lather, hut were imt believed ; and how tney 
had left Symeon with the governor, until Benjamik.,iihould go 

thither, and be a testimonial of the truth or what they had said : 
and they begged of their father to fear nothing, but to send the 
lad along with them. But Jacob was not pleased with any thing 
his sons had done; and he took the detention of Svineon hein-
ously, and thence thought it a fooliNh thing to give imp Benjamin 
also. Neither did he yield to Reubel's postia,ion, though he 

begged it of him ; and gave leave, that dnr 	mieht, 
in way of requital, kill his own sons, in case anv harm value to 
Benjamin in the journey. So they were distressed, and knew 
not whiit to do : nay, there was another accident that still dis- 

The reason why Symcon might be stkett3 out 	R.( 	J. , 1,'s jr;a rwr, 
plain in the testament of Symeun, viz. that he ,sue on ot tilt. batcrr,c t i ull 

, (brethren against hitn, § '2, which tti penis clu in pmt ly 	 cf 
§ a. 

VOL. r, 

   
  



: 	Mi. 	t•Low,  that the neg.i;ive pkriide 

Will I  wonder voile 1:Joe Lidwrto 

r 	 ii4Li.tut di judt.r ..a d the_ tut 	e 

1,lt; 	 Book II. ANTIQUITIES Or VIE JEWS. 

tubed them more, the money that was found hidden in their 
sacks of corn. Yet win- n the corn they had brought failed them, 
and when the famine still afflicted them, and necessity forced 
them, Jacob did * [not] still resolve to scud Benjamin with his 
brethren, although there was no returning into Egypt unless they 
came with what they had promi5ed, Now the misery growing 
every day worse, and his sons begging it of him, he had  no*  
other course to take in his present circumstances. And Judas, 
who was of a bold temper upon other occasions, spike his mind 
very freely to him : " That it did not become him to be afraid 
"  on  account of his son, 'nor to suspect the worst, as he did ; 
" for nothing could be done to his son but by the appointment 
" of God, which must also for certain come to pass, though he 
" were at home with him : that he ought not to condemn them 
" tosuch manifest destruction; nor deprive them of that plenty 
" of food they-might have from Pharaoh, by his unreasonable 
" fear about his son Benjamin, but ought to take care of the 

preservation of •Svmeon, lest, by attempting to hinder Ben- 
cc jamin's journey, Symeon should petish. tic exhorted them 
cc to trust God for him ; and said, he would either bring his 

son back to him sale, or, together with his, lose his own life." 
So that Jacob was at length pet suaded, and delivered Benjamin. 
to them, with the price •of the corn doubled : he also sent 
presents to Joseph, of the frLits of the land of Canaan, 'balsam 
and arosin,, as also turpentine and honcyt. Now their father shed!. 
many tears at the departure of his sons, as weld as themselves. 
His concern was, that he might receive them hack a!;ain safe 

their journey ; and their concern was, that they might find 
elicit fiithcr well, and no way afflicted with grief for them. And 

tmcntation lasted a whole day: 	that the old man was at,  
aod 

	

	 ; hut they went on t 
:t-onr:og to mitigate their grief for their p 

hopes.of betty success hereafter. 
c:une into 11:',.rvpt they were bronght down 
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to Joseph; but here no small fear disturbed than, I; .;t thiv 
should be accused about the 'nice of the corn, as if they had 
cheated Joseph. They then made a long apology to Joseph',; 
steward; and told him, that when they came home they found 
the money in their sacks, and that they had now brought it along 
with them. He said, he did not know what they meant. So 
they were delivered front that fear. And when he had loosed 
Symcon, and put him into a handsome habit, he suffered him 
to be with his brethren; at which time Joseph came from his 
attendance on the king. So they offered him their presents; and 
upon his putting the qucsthm to them about their father, they 
answered, that they found him well. He also, upon his dis-
cover)' that Benjamin was alive, asked, tvhetlwr this was their 
younger brother ? for he had  seen  him. Whereupon they said he 
was ; he replied, that the God over :di was his protector. But 
when his affection to him made him shed tears, he retired, de-
.Airing he might nut be seen in that plight by his brethren. Then 
Joseph took them to supper, and they were set down in die saute 
order as they used to sit at their father's table. And although 
Joseph treated them all kindly, yet did he send a  mess to Ben-
jamin that was double to what the rest of the guests had fu!-
their shares. 

7. Now when after supper they had composed.themselves to 
sleep, Joseph commanded his steward both to givc4hem their 
measures of corn, and to hide its price again in their sacks; and 
that withal they should put into I3enjamin's sack the golden en p, 
out of which he loved himself to drink. Which things he did 
in order to make trial of his brethren, whether they would stand 
by Benjamin when he should he acce:,ed of having-  Stolen the 
Cup, and should appear to be in danger; or whether they would 
leave him, and, depending on their own intioet ncy, go to th.c;r 
Caller without him. 'Am' the sA %Tin had done as he tv;,s 
bidden, the sons of Jacob, knowidg nothing of all this, v. cm 
their way and took Symeon,  along with them, and had a doable 
cause of joy, both because they had received him main, an:l 

	

because they took back Benjamin to their Lther, 	tiny had 
Promised. But presently a troop of ltot semen enconipa,ssed them, 
4nd brought with them Joreph'.• servant, v. ho had put the cup 
!ntO Benjamin's sack. Upon which um Npected 'attack of the 
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horsemen they were much disturbed, and asked what the reason 
was that they came thus upon men, who a little before had bc,...o 
by their lord thought worthy of an honourable and hospitable re-
ception. They replied, by calling them wicked wretches, who 
had forgot that very hospitable and kind treatment which Joseph 
had given them, and did not scruple to be injurious to him; and 
to carry off that cup out of which he bad, in so friendly a m .,t-i  
ner, drunk to them, not regaiding.thcir friendship with Jost ,.' 
no more than the danger they should be in if they were taken, ill 
comparison of the unjust gain. Hereupon he threatened, that 
they should be punished ; for though they had escaped the know-
ledge of him, who was but a servant, yet had they not escaped 
the knowledge of Cod, nor had gone off with what they had 
stolen ; and alter all, asked why we come upon them ? as if they 
knew nothing of the matter : and he told them, that they should 
intmcdEtely know it by their punishment. This, and more of 
the sane nature, did the servant say, in way of reproach to them: 
but they, being wholly ignorant of anv thing here that concerned 
them, laughed at .what he said; and. wondered at the abusive 
language which the servant gave them, when he was so hardy as 
to accuse those who (lid not befine so much as retain the price of 
their corn; which was found in their sacks, but brought it again, 
though nobody else knew of any such thing, so far were they 
from offering any injury to Joseph voluntarily. But still, sup• 
posin4 that a search would he a more sure justification of them-
selves than their own denial of the het, they hid hint search them, 
and that if any of thew haul beeli yliiloi id the theft, to punish 
them all ; for, being no wad cot 'scions to themselves of any crime, 
they spoke with ms‘w111(4., and, a,  they thought, without any 
danger to thenwl.lvci, al, o. The !.:crvont,  de!,ired there might be 
a search madc ; but they :-;d0., 0;(2 pani4Loent ,hoLdd cm end to 
him alone who should h:- tumid toti;ty of the 11, 4. So thus; 
made the ta.-arch and, loo'ito.,  scotched all t he ie,t, they como, ...,  
last of 	to hely:twin, as knowing it was Benjamin'', suck in 
which il had hiddcn the cup, they iiaviog index]sez:rched the i

i, 
 

y , - 
rest, 	y .. tor a ,how of acenrite);,: so the'rest were out of fear fOr 
tiit!,INCitqVC. ,z, and were now only concented about lienj,:min, but . J.4...• 	• 
stitroWere well assured that he wtVuld abo lie found innocent ; and 
Otil} royroached. thoa that came after theta for (heir hind, Ting 
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them, while they might, in the mean while, have gotten a good 
way on their journey. But as soon as they had searched Ben-
jamin's sack, they found the cup, and took it from him ;and aft 
was changed to mourning and lamentation. They rent their 
garments, and wept for the punishment which their brother was 
to undergo for his theft, and for the delusion they had put on 
their father, when they promised they would bring Benjamin 
.safe to him. 'What added to their misery was, that this melan-
choly accident came unfortunately at a time when they thought 
they had been gotten off clear: but they confessed that this mis-
fortune of their brother, as well as the grief of their father for 
him, was owing to themselves, since it was they that forced 
their father to send him with them, when he was aver,e to it. 

1,3. The horsemen then took Benjamin and brought him 'to 
Joseph, his lirethren also following him; who, when be saw 
him in custody, and them in the habit of mourners, said, " flow 
cc came yon, vile wretches as you are, to have such a strange 
" notion of my kindness to you, and of Cod's pr widenee, as 
" impudently to do thus to your benefactor, who in such an 
" hospitable manner had entertained you 'r" 1Vheretipoo they 
gave up themselves to he punished, in order to save Benjamin ; 
and called to mind what a wicked enterprise they had been guilty 
of against Joseph. They also pronounced hint more happy than 
themselves, if 1w were dead, in being freed from di miseries  of 
this life ; and if he were alive, that he enjoyed the plc.bure of 
seehig God's vengeance upon theta. They since httlicr, they 
were the plague of their father, since they should now add to his 
former affliction for Joseph, this other aillietioo for Benj,unin. 
Reubel also was large in cutting them upon this occa:ion. But 
Joseph dismissed then]; for he said, they had been guilty of no  
offence, and that he would content himself with the lad's punish-
Ment, for he said, it was not a tit thing to let him go free, for 
the sake of those who had not offended; nor tvas it it. fit thin, to 
punish 1.1win together with him who had been guilty of st 
And when he pminised to give them leave to go away it 
the rest of them were under great constermoion, and were 
to say nothing on this sad occasion. But ,Ttid:N, who find prr-
suaded their lather to send the lad from him, being othery.ise  
also a very bold and active man, determined to haz.trd himself 
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for the preservation of his brother. 44  It is  true," said he, " 
46  governor,  that we have been very wicked with regard to thee. 
" and on that account deserve punishment ; even all of us me.:,  
" juitly be puni:;hed, although the theft were not committed 
" all, but only by. one of us, and he the youngest also : but y 
" there remains sonic hope for us, who otherwise must be um' 
" de:Thair on this account, and this from thy goodness, whi )11 

proini:,es us a deliverance out of our present danger. And u  V! 

" I beg thou wilt not look at us, or at that great crime we hi,ve 
" been guilty of, but at thy own excellent nature, and take ad-
" vice of thine own virtue, instead of that wrath thou hast 
" against us : which passion those that otherwise are of a low 
" character indulge,. as they do their strength, and that not only 
cc on great, but also on very trifling occasions. Overcome, sir, 
". that passion, and be not subdued by it, nor suffer it to slay 
" those that do not otherwise presume upon their own safety, but 
44  are desirous to accept of it, from thee; for this is not the first 
" time that thou wilt bl!tONV it on us, but before when we came 
" to buy corn, thou affordedst us great plenty of food, and gayest 
" us leave to carry so much home to out Itunily, as has pre-
" served them front perishing by famine. Nor is there any 
." difference betueen not overlooking men that were perishing 
" for want of neeecsaries, and not punishing those that seem to 
" be offenders, mid have been so unfortunate as to lo::e the ad-

vantage of that.gloriow, benefaction which they received from 
" thee. This will be mm instance of equal favour, though be-
" stowed after a different manner ; for thou wilt save those this 
" wax/ whom thou diast feed the other ; and thou wilt hereby 
" preserve alive, by thy own bounty, those souls which thou 

didst not suffer to be distressed by famine, it being indeed at 
" once a wonderful and a great thing to sustain our lives by corn, 
" and to bestow on us that pardon, whereby, now we are dis-

"" tressed, • ve may continue those lives. And I am ready to 

c
bat God is willing to afford thee this opportunity of 

slicipOthy virtuous disposition, by bringing us into this ea- 
•thirt!ion seems to  me  too lurr,r,,  and  100 unusual a 'digression. to hale,  been 

	

ctintirt;& 	Judas on this Occasion. It Scents to me a 7eeeli or derlamatien composed 
AtiftoirsK iliffie person of ',14nlas, and in the way of ()rawly, that by by  hitn, and" 

which hetaught lit to insert On this occasion. See two more such specehes or du-
Antig. B. VI. r1). xiv:§ 4. 
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" Iamity, .that it may appear thou canst forgive the injuries that 
" are done to thyself; and inavcst be esteei 	kind to others, 
" besides those who, on other accounts., stand in need of thy as-
" sistance; since it is indeed a right thing to do well to those 
" who are iu distress for %%mit of fowl, but still a inure glorious 
" thing to save those w lio deserve to be punished, when it' 
" is on account of heinous ofiences against thyself: for if 
" it he a thing deserving commendation to forgive. such 
"as have been guilty of small (deuces, that tend to a per-
" sim's loss, and this be praiser ;orthy in him that overlooks such 
" offences, to restrain a man's passion as to crimes which arc 
" capital to the guilty, is to be like the most excellent nature of 
" Cod himself. And truly, as for inv;e11, had it not been that 
cc we had a father, who had discovered, on invasion of the'death 

of Joseph, bow miserably he is always afflicted at the loss of 
" his sons, I lral nor made any words on account of the saying 
" or our ewn lives ;  I wean, any farther than as that would he 
" an excellent character It'] thyself, to preserve even those that 
" would have nobody to lament them when they were dead, but 
" we would  have yielded oarselves up to suff,ar whatsoever thou 

pleasedst : but now (for we do not plead for mercy to our-
" sclvc”,, though indeed, if we die, it will bit \viiile we are your,* 
" 	lxiore we have hail the enjoyment of life), have regard to 

our father, and take pity of his old age, cu whorl' account it 
" is that we make these supplications to thee. \Ye beg thou' 
" wilt give us those lives, Nvhich this wiekAncss of ours.has ren- 
4C tiered obnoxious to thy punishment; and this for his sake who 
" is not himself wicked., nor dues his being our father make us 
" wicked. He is a (rood loan, mid not W011hy to have such 
" trials of 'his patience; and 110W we arc absent, is he aqlicted 

, • witn care for us. But if he hear of our death, and what was 
the cause of it, he will on that account die an immature 

" death: and the repronchful manner Of our min will hasten his 
"end, icrt1 will directft kill him, nay, will bring him to a mi- t;  

serable death, while he Will make haste to rid hinis,,lf ou t of 
4  the world, arid bring himself to a state of insensibility, before 

rile
cc  

	sad story  of .our end come abroad into the rest of the world. 
cc 

Consider things ilr this manner, althouL;11 our wieLeible5s doe.? 
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" now prw..c,!:. 	%yid) a .inst desire ..f punishing that widc,  
" ness, and ftrgive it for our lather's •al;e; and let thy coma:: 
" semi )U of him weigh more with thee than our wickedne,s. 
" Itire regard to the old age of our father, 'trim, if we peril 
" will he yeiv lonely \\ hile  he lives, and will soon die himi,:•11 
" also. Crest 	to the mine of fathers, for thereby 
" wilt heirtn. him that begat thee, and will grant it to thys.4 
'• also!, who enjovest already that denomination: thou wilt then, 
" by that depom..,,, tion, be pre-:reed o: God, the Father of all, 
" L t'showin,,  a pi..us rogird to which, itt the earn of our father, 
" thou wilt appear to honour him who is styled by the same name; 
" I nic•m, if !Lou wilt have this pity on our father, upon the con-
" sideratio.1 how miserable he will be if he be deprived of his 
"FOIL. It is thy part therefore to bestow en us %that God has 
" given its, when it is in tliy power to 	it away, and so to 
" resemble him entirely in el.mitv ; for it is good to use that 
" power, which can either give or Ow away, on the iner..iful 
" side; and when it is hi thy power to des-tit , , to forget that 
" thou ever har1st that power, and to look oil thy..if as only al-
" lowed power for preservation; and that the more any one ex-
" tends this power, the greater reputation does he gain to him-
" :elf. Now, by forgiving our brother what he has unhappily 
" committed,, thou wilt preserve us all ; for we cannot think of 
" living if he be put to death, since we dare not, show ourselves 
" alive to our father without our brother, but here must we par-
" take of one and the same catwirop',.e of his life. Arid so far 
cc we beg of thee, 0 governor, that if thou condemnest our bro-
" ther to die, thou wilt punish us together with him, as partners 
" of his crime; far we shall not' think it reasonable to be reserved 
" to kill ourselves for grief of our brother's death, hit so to die 
" rather es equally guiliy 	11 1 111 of this cri me. 	1 \yin only  
" leave with, thee this one eon‘ifl• mtion, and then will say no 
" more,, 	that our brother conmitt«1 his fault when he was 
" youl , and not yet of confirmed wisdom iu his Milldilet, and 

'Chile  men naturAlly forghe such young persons. And 1 end 
without addincr vi.bat more I have to say, that in case 

cc thou condenmest us, that omission may be supposed to have 
• " hart us, and permitted tirT to take the severer side. But in 
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" case thou settest us free, that this may be ascribed to thy own 
" goodness, of which thou art inwardly conscious, that thou 
" freest us from condemnation ; and that not by barely preserv-
" ing us, but by grunting us such a layout. as will make us ap-
" pear more righteous than we really arc, and by representing 
"to thyself' more motives ,for our delit,erance than we are able 
" to produce ourselves, If, therefore, thou resolvest to slay him, 
" I desire thou wilt slay me in his *teat!, and send him back to 
" his lather ; or if thou pleasest to retain him with thee as a 
" slave, I am fitter to labour for thy advantage in that Capacity, 
" and, as thou seest, am better prepared for either of those suf-
" ferings*." Su Judas, being very willing to undergo any thing 
whatever for the deliverance of his brother, cast himself down 
at  Joseph's fret, and earnestly laboured to assuage and pacify his 
anger. All his brethren also fell down before hint weeping und 
delivering theinselves up to destruction for the preservation of 
the life of Beniamin, 

10. But Joseph, as overcome now with his affections, and no 
longer able to personate ,it angry man, commanded all that 
were present to depart, that he might make himself known to 
his brethren, when they were alone. ,And when the rest were 
gone out, he made hilwelf known to his brethren; and said, " I 
" commend you for your virtue, and your kindness to our bro-
" tiler; I find you better men than I could have expected from 
" what you contrived ,about me. Indeed, I .did all this to try.  
" your love to your brother ; so I believe you were not wicked 
" by nature, in what you did in my case, but that all has hap-
" petted according to God's will, who has hereby procured our 
" enjoyment of what good things we have; and, if he continue 
" in a favourable disposition, of what we hope for hereafter. 
" Since, therefore, I know that our father is safe and well, be-
" yond expectation, and 1 see von so well disposed to your bro-
" titer, 1 will no longer remember what guilt you seem to have 
" had .,bout me, but will leave off to hate you for that your 
" wickedness; and do rather return you my thanks, that you 

* In all this speech of Judas's we may observe, that Josrphats still nip osed that 
death mu.; the pun'shment of theft in Eqpt, in the days of J' ph; though it tiev!7 
was so uninors the  Jews,  by the law of Moult. 
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home, 	hat state Joseph was ; that he had not only escaped 

oon as Jacob came to know, by his ants returnm 
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" have concurred with the intentions of God to bring thin 
46  their present state. I would have you also rather to forget' 

same, since that imprudence of yours is come to such a hi 
" conclusion, than to be uneasy and blush at those your olic - 
" Do not, therefore, let your evil intentions, •when you 
" denined me, and that bitter remorse which might follow, 
" a grief to you now, because those intentions were frustrated. 
" Go, therefore, your Ivav, rejoicing in what has happened by 
" the divine providence, and inform your father of it, lest he 
" should be spent with cares for you, and depriveine of the most 
" agreeable part of my felicity; I mean, lest be should, die he-
" fore he comes into my tight, and enjoys the good things that 
" we now have. Bring, therefore, with you our father, and 

' " vour wives and children, and all your kindred. and remove 
" your habitation hither ; for it is not fuopr that the persons 
" dearest to Inc should live remote from me, now my affairs are 
'‘ so prosperous, especially when they must endure five more 

years of funine." %‘'hen Joseph had said this, he embraced 
his brethren, who were in tears and sorrow: but the generous 
kindness Of their brother seemed to leave among them no room 
for fear leA they should be punished on account of what they 
had consulted and acted against Itini. And they were theti 
feastiv. Now the ling, ;IS soon as he heard that Ja3eph's bre-
thren were come' to him, • was exceeding glad of it, as if it had 
been  a part of his own good fortune ; and gave them waggon 
full of  corn, and gold, and silver, to be conveyed to his father.' 
Now when they had received more of their brother, part to be.. 
carried to their father, and part as free gifts to every one of 
themselves, Benjtrmin having still more than the. rest, they 
departed. 
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death, for which yet he lived all along in mourning, but that he 
lived in splendour and happiness, and ruled over Egypt, jointly 
with the king, and had intrusted to his care almost all his affairs; 
he did not think any thing he was told to be incredible, consi- 
dering the greatness of the worlds of God, and 	kindness to 
him, although that kindness had, for some late times, been in-
termitted; so he immediately and zealously set out upon his 
journey to him. 

2. When he came to the well of the oath (Beersheba), he 
offered sacrifice to God; and being afraid that the happiness 
there was in Egypt might tempt his posterity to fall in love with 
it and settle in it, and no more think of removing into the land 
of Canaan, and possessing it, as God had promised them ; as 
also being afraid, lest, if this descent into Egypt were made with-
out the will of God, his family might be destroyed there; out 
of fear withal, lest he should depart this life before he came to 
the sight of Joseph; he fell asleep, revohing these doubts in his 
mind. 

3. But God stood by him, and called to him twice by his 
name ; and when he asked who he was, God said, " No, sure; 
" it is not just that thou Jacob shouldest be unacquainted with 
" that God who has been ever a protector and a helper to thy 
" forefathors, and after them to thyself: for when thy father 

would have deprived thee of the dominion, 1 gaye it thee; 
" and by my kindness it was, that, when thou toast sent into Me-
" sOpotamia all alone, thou obtaincdst good wives, and returnedst 
" with many children, and much wealth. Thy whole family 
" also has been preserved by my providence ; and it was I who 
cc conducted Joseph, thy son whom thou gas est up for lost, to 
" the enjoyment of grcat prosperity. I also made hint lord of 
" Egypt, -  so dutt he differs but little from a king. Accordingly, 
"I come 1)0W as a guide to thee in this journey ; and foretel to 

thee, that thou shalt die in the anus of Joseph ; and I infirm 
" thee, that thy posterity shall be many ages in authority and 

glory, and that I will settle them in the land which I have 
tc promised them." 

4. Jacob, encouraged by this dream, went on more cheerfully 
for Egypt, with Lis sou:, and all belonging to than. Non,  they 
Were in all seventy. I (Axe indeed thought it best not to set 
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down the names of this family, especially because of their d,th - 
cult pronunciation [by the Greeks] ; buf; upon the whol,, I 
think it necessary to mention those names, that I may (lisp, 
such as believe  that we came originally riot out of MCSOpOtal.j._, 
but are Egyptians. Now Jacob had twelve sons, of these Jos.!:ir 
was come thither before. We will tbercfore set down the na;,“ 
of Jacob's children and grandchildren. Rcubcl had four so  • 
Anoch, Phallu, Assaron, Charmi. Symeon had six ; Jamuel, 
Jamin, Avod, Jachin, Soar, Saul. Levi had three sons; Ger-
son), Caath, Merari. Judas had three sons; Sala, Phares, 
Zcrah ; and by Phares two grandchildren, Esrom and Amur. 
Issachar had four setts; Thola, Phua, Jasub, Samaron. Zahu-
Ion had with him three sons; Sarad, Ilelon, Jalel. So Jar is 
the posterity of Lea ; with whom went her daughter Dinah. 
These are thirty=three. Rachel had two sons, the one of which, 
Joseph, had two sons also, Manasseh an , l Ephraim. The other, 
Benjamin, had ten sons ; Bolau, Bacchar, Asabel, Gents, 
Naaman, Jcs, Ros, Momphis, Opphis, Arad. These fourteen 
added to the thirty-three before enumerated, amount to the 
number forty-seven. And this was the legitimate posterity of 
Jacob. Iie bad beside by Bilha, the handmaid of Rachel, Dan 
and Nephthali : which last had four sons, that followed him ; 
Jesel, Guni, Issari, and &Him. Dan had an only-begotten 
son, Usi. If these be added to those before mentioned, they 
complete the number fifty-four. Gad and Aser were the sons of 
Zilpha, who was the handmakl of Lea. These had with them, 
Gad seven, Saphoniah, Augis, Sunis, Azabon, Actin, Eroed, 
Ariel. Aser had a daughter, Sarah, and six male children, 
whose names were Jonme, bus, Isoui, Baris, Altar, and Mel-
chic]. If we add these, which are sixteen, to the fifty-four, the 
forementioncd number [70] is completed*, Jacob not being 
himself included in that number. 

5. ,}.Veen JoSiTpli understood that his father was coming; for 

• k ft, Gre.ck eopies'ofJoseplvos have the negative particle here, that ,Involi him- 
lf 	reckoned one of the seventy soul, that victim into Egypt; Ion the old Latin 

,e,• jiirs'tvant it, and direitly assure us lie was one , if them. It is therefore ii idly certain 

it
tilithleti of these  1,3  Joseplins's true reading, iinee the number i.even•y iv made up with-
' cur hith, if we reckon Leah for one; bin if slie lie not reckoned, Jacob ntuiii. himself 

to orie,• to complete the number. 
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Judas his brother was come before him, and informed him of 
his approach, he went out to meet him ; and they met together 
at Heroopolis. But Jacob almost fainted away at this unex-
pected and great joy; however, Joseph revived him, being vet 
not himself able to contain f/om being affected in the s,une man-
ner, at the pleasure he now had; yet was he not wholly overcome 
with his passion, as his father was. After this, he desired Jacob 
to travel on slowly; but he himself took five of his brethren with 
him, and made haste to the king, to tell him that Jacob and his 
family were come, which was a joyful hearing to him. He also 
bid Joseph tell him what sort of life his brethren loved to lead, 
that he might give them leave to f011ow the same; who told 
him they were good shepherds, and had been used to follow no 
other employment but this alone. 11:Thereby he provided fin. 
them, that they should not be separated, but live in the same 
place, and take care of their father : as al,, hereby he provided, 
that they might be acceptable to the F. .......gyptians, be doing nothing 
that would be comm,m' to them with the Egyptians; for the 
_Egyptians are prohibited to meddle with feeding of sheep*. 

G. When Jacob was come to the king.; and Salt:foci him, and 
wished all prosperity to his govertnntnt, Pharaoh asked him, 
how old he now was; upon whose answer, that he was a hun-
dred and thirty years old, lie admired Jacob on zucount of the 
length of his life. Arid when he had added, that still he had 
not lived so long as his fore:Itthers, he gave Iiim*Te:ave to live 
with his children in Heliopolis; fur in that city the king's shep. 
herds had their pasturage. 

7. However, the famine increased among the Egyptians; 
and this heavy judgement grew more uppret,,ive to them, be. 
cause ?wither did the river overflow the ground, for it did not 

,risc to its former height, nor did God send rain up_.n itt ; nor 
* Jusephus thoimht, that the Eniniatts hated or &wised the empl.lment of a shop-

herd in the chls or Ju,Ai ii ;  ,omva% bhhup Cuwhr rhnd 114% IOWA II, that they rather 
Lilted such Phenician or Cunfitnite ,:lieplierds that had long 'maimed the EgypMaus of 
old time. • See his Sanclioniaiho, p, 3,,t, 

t Reland here puts the question, how Joscphus could comphin of ite not raining • 
in Egypt during this famine, while the .mc,enta ntfirm, that it never due: naturally rain 
there. Ilis answer is, that when the anci.:ms deny that it rains in Egypt, they only 
Mean the upper Egypt aliove the Delta, Which 16 calleti Ek;pt in the stik.t. it sense; 
Lut that in the Delia [and by conv.quence in the Lacer Egypt attoinirg to it], t• di1 a` 
0,1, and !gill duce:  rain larccti..i.v:L See the Imre on Anti4. B. Ill. th, i. § G. 
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1-1 	did they indeed make the least provision for themselves, so igno- 
rant were they what-  was to be done ; but Joseph sold them corn 
for their money. But when their money failed them, they 
bought corn with their cattle, and their slaves; and if any of 
them had a small piece of land, they gave up that to purchase 
them food, by which means the king became the owner of all 
their substance; and they were removed some to one place, and 
some to another, that so the po-,session of their country might° 
be firmly afforded to the king: excepting the lands of the priests, 
for their country continued still in.  their own possession. And 
indeed this sore famine made their minds as well as their bodies 
slaves; and at length compelled thein.to procure a sufficiency of 
food by such dishonourable Means. But when this misery 
ceased, and the river overflowed the ground, and the ground 

1. 	brought forth its fruits plentifully, Joseph came to every .city, 
and gathered the people thereto belonging together, and gave 
them hack entirely the land xvitich, by their own consent, the 

I king might have possessed alone, and alone enjoyed the fruits of 
it. 	He also exlerted them to look en it as every one's own pos- 
session; and to fall to their husbandry with cheerfulness ; and to 

ay, as a tribute to the king, the fifth part* of the fruits for the 
land which the. Ling, when it .  was his own, restored to them. 
These men rejoiced upon their becoming unexpectedly owners 
of their lands, and diligently ob3erved what was enjoined them; 
and by this means Joseph procured to himself azreater author-
ity among the Egyptians, and greater love to the king from 
them. Now this law, that they should pay the fifth part of their 
fruits as tribute, continued until their latter kings. 

11.  Johephus surio.ee, that Joseph tow reLtor,:il the Egyptians thnir lands again, 
iron th, pny3tunt of a filth I :tit as 1 etc. It u.uu. to me rather that the Lod was 

'now 	ns 	hind, 	is fifth pot es its rent, to lie paid to him, as 
Iva/  dpiir Nod 	/ !lie! Id 	; land th..t the lands were not properly res.toced, 

and this fifth p 	.d as t(ilnitiOliinly, till ilv days  o  Se.ostrii, Ste Esbay on the 
Old Tematnent, 	14S, 

.06 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Of the Death qf Ja,ob mai ,fit.,'' ph. 

§ I. Now Mien Jacob had lived seventeen years in E:);ypt, 
he fell into a disease, ;Lid died, in the preienee of his sorts; but 
not till he made his prayers for their enjoying. prosperity, and 
till he had foretold to them prophetically bow every one of them 
wal, to dwell in the land of Canaan. But this happened many 
years afterward. lie also enlarged upon the praises of Joseph'"; 
how he had not remembered the evil doings of his brethren to 
their disadvantage; nay, on the contrary, was kind to them, be-
stowing upon them so many benefits, as seldom arc bestowed on 
men's own benefactors. fie then commanded his own sons that 
they should admit Joseph's sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, into 
filch. number, and divide the land of Canaan in common with 
them; concerning whom we shall treat hereafter. -However, 
he made it his request, that he might he buried at Hebron. So 
he died, when he had lived full a hundred and fifty years, three 
only abated, having not been behind any of his ancestors in 
piety towards God ; and having such a recornpensediQr it, as it 
xv.:.s fit those should have who wet. jo good as these 'were. But.  
Joseph, by the king's permission, carried his fathet's dead body 
to Hebron, and there buried it, at a great expellee. Now his 
brethren were at first unwilling to return back with him, because 
they were afraid lest, now their father was dead, he should 

L 	punish them for their secret practices against him; since he was 

10. 
 now gone, for whose sake be had 'been so gracious to theM. 
But he persuaded them to fear no harm, and to entertain No 
suspicions of him : so be brought them along Ivith him, and 

1 	gave them great possessions, and never left off his particular 

11 

 poncern tOr them. 

It As to this encomium upon Jlo.:epli, LC  rrey3ratory to J.icob's 
arid ntitasscli into 	own family, ui,d to be ati,ilittl.31 Eu• ir:u 	dile!' 

ineniionc, all our ccp1c7of Genesis omit it, dt. 7:1  ;1; wise Ju 

took it, fa. vii.lther it Lc not hi3 own Lttbtllisbnient 
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2. Joseph also died when he had lived a hundred and 
years; 'having been a man of admirable virtue, and condue, 
all his affairs by the rules of reason ; and used his authority .1 
moderation, which was the cause of his so great felicity an 
the Egyptian=, even when he came from another country, 
that in such ill circumstances also, as we have already dcserF,. 
At lengtt his brethren died, after they had lived happily 
Egypt. Now the posterity and sons of these men alter som* 
time carried their bodies, and buried them at Hebron : but as to 
the bones of Joseph, they carried them into the land of Canaan 
afterward, when the Hebrews went out of Egypt ; for so had ' 
Joseph made them promise him upon oath. But what became 
of every one of these men, and by what toils they got the pos-
session of the land of Canaan, shad he showed hereafter, when 
I have first explained upon what account it was that they left 
Egypt. 

CITAPTER IX. 

Concerning the Afilictions that lnfel the liel».ctrs in Egypt, 

01.1 
	 during four huodred !pars*. 

04. 	§ 1. NOW it happened that the Egyptian, grew delicate and 
lazy, as to pains-taking, and gave thcmselves up to other plea_ 
cures, and in particular to the love of gain. They also became 
very ill affected towarcs the Iiebrews, as touched with envy at 
heir prosperity : for when they saw how the nation of the 

Israelites flourished, and were become eminent already in plenty 
of wealth, which they had acquired by their virtue and natural 
love of labour, they thought their increase was to their own de-
triment. And having in length of time forg,ottetrthe benefitc 
they had r .ceiVed from Joseph, particularly the crown being 
now cornea 	another family, they became very abusive to the 
Israelite 	d contrked many ways of afflicting then); for they 

• As to the affliction of Ala lutm's pos'erity for 400 year:, see Antiq. Book 1. 
dap. x. § 	And as u. irhst cities they.lmilt in Egypt under l'hdrentt F,csostris, and 
of Btaraol. ,•;CrAbtris.a dr(P,1111,; lu the Red Sr,, see Er.s3y on the Old Test. Appen.). 
p. 3:39-362, 
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enjoined them to cut a great number of channels for the river, 
and to [Mild walls for their cities and ramparts, that thcymaight 
restrain the river, awl hinder its waters from stagnatin;, upon 
its running over its own banks: they se( them also to build 
pyramids*, and by all this wore them out ; and li,tee.1 them to 
learn all sorts of mechanical arts, and to accustom themselves to 
hard labour. And four hundred years did they spend under 
these afflictions; for they strove one against.  the other which 
should gut the mastery, the Egypti.vis desiring •t,i de'trov thy 
Israelites by these labours, and the Israelites desiring to hold out 
to the end tinder them. 

2. 'IL bile the affairs of the lit:brews Were in this (flaunt 
there was this occasion ofiCred itself to the rgvpiiatis, which 
made them more solicitous for die extinction of our nation. 
One of those sacred scribes l•, who are very sagacious in foretell-
ing future events truly, told the king, that about this time thee,: 
would a child be born to the Israelite,, who, if he were rearid, 
would bring the Egyptian dominion low, and would raise the 
Israelites; that he would excel all taco in virtue, and obtain a 
glory that would be remembered through all ages.• Winch 
thing was so feared by the king, that aecording to this mart': 
opinion, he commanded that they should cast every male chill, 
Which WaS born to the Israelites, into the river, and destroy it; 
that besides this, the Egyptian .mienvivesl: should 	the 

* Of this building of the pyramids of E;rypi by the Itrseliiit, see 'Pcti7,,,i 
1"4gyptiac. ay. xxi. It h not impossilde Limy roihht build (me or more ur thi 
Ones, but the large ones scent much later. Only, Willey lio all i,udt of rare, 
dues not so well agree with the flrro•n1C3'  lahount, nhich am Gatti to 
and nut in stone, en Me. Sandy, observes in bit. trmels, p. •127, 1141  

t Dr. Bernard inform; 04 here, that he toad of this single pritit or rsetiLet c ths 
tgyplians, without a name in Juxepine:, the Targton of Jonathan mimeo the is:;" fa-
ctious entnpnints et,flown, Jann-s anti Jambres. Nor is it at all unlarly, tliit it 
toiAht be our. of there who (prebuilt/1 rN  touch miser) tss (Ls I:Rptiouo, and so mut h 
happineks to the Israelites, from the rearing of 

Juitsphus 	 IlKle  midwives nen- Lgyinians, 'Kral not Israelites, es in cis 
K,ther copies: which is very probable, It living utx easily to ha supposed, that Pharaoh 
tasuld trust the Israelite midwives to eaecuN  40 I.st'baikA14  a  eorminted agrtinq their awn 
1.14tkon. Consult, therefore, and corrset.henre, our oriiinitry coltirsi 	IS, 22. 
And, inured, .10::cphus seems to hi so hod much complemr ecpict of the I flititteliCht 
°I• other authentic records now lost, about th”t,irth  nluf 4CliOias dn.:sea. than eithar 
our Hebrew, Samaritan, or Greek Bibles ofilird us, whi, h enabluil him to Is so lsrge 
ktrid particular about him. 

• VOL. I. 	• 
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labours of the Hebrew women, and observe what is horn, for 
those were the women who were enjoined to do the office of .  • • midwives to them ; awl by reason of their relation to the: king, 
would not transgress his commands. He enjoined also, that if 
any parents should disobey him, and venture to spare their male 
children alive*, they and their families should he destroyed. 
This was a severe affliction indeed to those that suffered it, not 
only as they were deprived of their sons, and, while they wke 
the parents themselves, they were obliged to be subservient to 
the destruction of their own children, but as it was to be sup-
posed to tend to the extirpation of their nation, while upon the 
destruction of their children, and their own gradual dissolution, 
the calamity would become very hard arid inconsolable to.  them. 
And this was the ill state they were in. But no one can be too 
hard for the purpose of Gothough he contrive ten thousand 
subtile devices .for that cat'; ibr this child, whom the sacred 
scribe foretold, was brought up and concealed from the observers 
appointed by the Ling; and he that foretold him did not mistake 
in the consequences of his preservation, which were brought to 
pass after the manner following. 

3. A man whole rittine‘'vas Amram, one of the nobler sort of 
the Hebrew!, was afraid for hi whole nation, lest it should fail, 
by the want of young men to be brought up hereafter, and was.  
very uneasy at it, his wife being then with child, and he knew 
not what to do. Hereupon he betook himself to prayer to God; 
and entreated him to have compassion on those men who had 
no-ways transgressed the laws of his worship, and to afford them 
deliverAnce from the miseries they at that time endured, and to 
render abortive their enemies' hopes of the destruction of their 
nation. Accordingly God had mercy on him,• and was moved 
by his supplication. He stood by him in his sleep, and exhort-
ed him not to despair of his future favout's. Be said farther,. 
tint he did not forget their piety towards him,,and would always 
reward them for it, as he halt formerly grained his favour to • ,11; , 
their forefa 	and made them increase from a few, to so 

• Of OA!' 	'Caller of Sesostris, Rand-stes the 	who slew the Israelite in- 
ttiia  .111\1, le inscription on his obclick, containing, in my Opinion, one of the 

oldAlet'efetmls of mankind ; see. Es..rty on the Old Teo. Append. p. 1J9, 145, 147, 
347•-•-'2 O. 	f. 
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great a multitude. He put him in mind, that when Abraham 
Was C0111C alone out of 'Mesopotamia into Canaan, he had been 
made happy, nut only in other respects, but that when his wile 
was at first barren, she was afterwards by him enabled to con-
ceive seed, and bear him sons. That he left to Ismael and to 
his posterity, the country of Arabia ; as also to his sons by Ke-
tura, Troglodvtis: and to Isaac, Canaan. That by my assist-
ance, said he, he did great exploits in war, which, unless you 
be yourselves impious, you must still remember. to for Jacob, 
he became well known to strangers also, by the greatness or 
prosperity in which he lived, and loft to his sin-, • 
into Egypt with no m 	 ;ire nowore than seventy co.,j 
become above six hundred  Th0•Ar.d. !..r , 

shall provide tarp 	all in cm, m in Ali 	 t• 0011, pr. li

C,•.r thyself what sl,;,I1 „i 	 ; I.or tlrit 
„ 	 dooincil ,i;f 2ad ok.  wh!i,,. nativity k!:C. 

	

lie 	t.:j1j1dpen to (1,,•sicticii011, • .11:111.1e.` 	, • 111i1 	tbinc- 
*trAl li•d/ I,c coni:ditled front thou who wamtii 	destroy him? 

' , els he is  brought  up in a'staptisi-.1; k.iy,  hr .:III  rtr~iicr 

rhc 	1 1 1.( , ,,, n. iiun fg..thu the di ore..,.; they ar 	"• 	•roin the 

	

1:-; inc/ rory shalh'iie famous whl:b 	last; 

	

L; no! 	 th,..! Hebrew:, but tOreigneri: also. Ail , (1   
wLi-h 	 rir  my Cavour to thee, antLto thy pos- 
terity, 	l 1,• 	• I 0 nave such a brother that he shall himscif 

iesthoOd, and his posterity shall have it after him 
to the end of the world. 

4. • When the vision had informed him of these things, .Amr<im 
awaked and told it to Joehebed, who was his ;vile. And nose 
the fear increased upon them on account of the predictignin 
Amranes dream ; for they were under concern, not only lir the 
child, hut on account of the great happiness that was to come to 
him also. However, the mothe'r's labour ;vas such as afforded a 
confirnuttion to what was foretolt.t:Uod, for it wa; not known 
to'those rh'in- watched her, by the easiness of her pains, rind be- 
Caiite the thrOes of her delivery did not fill upon her with yi9-
lerice. And now they nourished the child at home privately tier 
three months; hut alto. that time Amnon, tearing he should be 
dicovered, and by falling under die king's displeasure, both he 
and his child should perish, and so he should make the prowie 

Ni 
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of God of hone effect,• he determined rather to trust the safety 
and care of the child to God, than to depend on his own con-
cealment of hi, !, which he looked upon as a thing uncertain, 
and whereby both :he child so privately to Le nourished, and 
himself, should be ,in imminent danger; but he believed that 
God would some way for certain procure the safety of the child, 
in order to secure the truth of his own predictions. .Whenthei 
•had thus determined, they made an ark of bulrushes, after the 
manner of a cradle, arid of a bigness sufficient for an infant to 
b.; laid in, without being too straitened : they then daubed it 
over with slime, which would naturally keep out the water froth 
entering, betreen the bulrushes, and put the infant into it, and 
settinF it td1.)%1 or ,ti the river, they left its preservation to God; 

.. ,o the riyer tient, ell the cli;ld, and carried him along. But 
Abu: tin, the eld1,1',;• .;;,te;., passed along upon the bank over 
agiiinsr. 40, :,:; her •inotioi:Irrul bin her„, to see whither the ark 
would be  c:.. k't.  • it; %:, I ic,, ;Nt401.) demortaratO, that 11(.'  Eilarl  wig-
dour  WAS '110thhir:  ht.f. :iillt * S(1111'.(111l; 1:111r: is OW 10 do 
Whiltz0(1,0' hp  7 p11 `:i -.... ,.;iii, ' Ilig;t: 'Otlit14 ),:k .Q'dcr to thVir CtIVii 
security, :.!ondcnoi (A, .. 7. ,.., • ,1,!:,t(ti

..
,464.,ifi','..  ,1140 K.. rent end,! - 

yours about •  it, lci., ,,: thoir vu‘pcio 	
it 

;.; bot t it oWel.•  are in 
til 

surprising manner p.c.f!,"ved, nigh l'fhtli.i.0.1t pic'tqww,hur. ,:oudit;_ , .n 
almost from the  N..i  ,i' , itil a 111',V e;t4.9.1illtiOR;' ,Stuvet .1 mean, 
whose dangers at i.-..1 ,.,,,. ',IR. iyi,oi -it tient of O C. ' And, indeet!,, .•.,,„  
such a providen,..:' ,..-  ,..:7-rf.;...,-(1  in the crt9' of this eliild, n 
showed the powel• cf' (i, !. 

5. Thermuthis was the Icing's daughter.  She was now divert-
ing herself by the banks of the river; and seeing a cradle borne 
along by the current, she sent some that could swim, arid bid 
them bring the cradle to her.  When those that were sent on 
this errand, came to her with the cradle, and she saw the little 
child, she was greatly in love with it, on account of its largeness 
and beauty ; for God had talc' ' 'eh great care in the formation t 
of Moses, that he caused him 	c thought worthy of • bringing 

co 

up, and providing for, by all those that had taken the most fatal 
rcsolutio 	•, 40,,account  of the dread of his nativity, for the de- 
struction 	the rest of the Flelnew nation. Therrnuthis bid 
the 	her a woman that might afford her breast to the 

uld not the child admit of her breast, but turned 
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way from it, and did the like to Manyother women. Nowt* 
Iiiiam was by ►when this happened, not to appear to be there;

purpose, but only as staying to see the child; and she said, 
It i, in vain that thou, 0 queen, callest for these women for 

he nourishing, of the child, who are no way of kin to it; but 
till, if thou wilt order one of the 'Hebrew women to be brought, 

n

ir 

erhaps it may admit the breast of one of its own nation." Now 
'ince she scented to speak well, The.rmuthis bid her procure 

ch a one, and to bring one of those Hebrew women that gave 
wk. So when she had such authority giken her, she came 
ack and brought the mother, who was known to nobody there. 
nd now the child gladly admitted the breast, and seemed to 

tick close to it ; and so it was, that, at the queen's desire, the 
ursing of the child was entirely intrusted to the mother. 

. . 	G. Hereupon it was that, Thm eruthis imposed this name 

1

u 

 

.  . „Mouses upon him, from what had happened when he was put 
nto the river; for the Egyptians call the water by the name of 

:e 

o, and such as are saved out of it, by the name of Uses; so 
y putting these two words together, they imposed this name 
pon him. And. 	he was b'y the confession of all, according to 
od's prediction, as well for his greatness of mind, as for his 

ontempt of difficulties, the best of all the Hebrews; for Abra-
am was his ancestor of the seventh generation. For Moses was 
he son of Antrim), whO was the son of Caath, wriose father 

,vi was the son of Jacob; who was the son of Isaac, who was the 
_  -son of Abraham. Now Moses's understanding became superior 

to his age, nay, far beyond thttt standard ; and when he was 
taught, he discovered greater quickness of apprehension than 
was usual at his age, and his actions at that time 'promised 
greater, when he, should come- to the age of a man. God did .  
also give him that tallness, when he was but three years old, as 
Was wonderful. And for his beauty, there wis nobody so Impo- 
lite, as, when they saw Nloses,Alsey were not greatly surprised 
at the beauty of his countenance : .nay, it happened frequently, 
that those that met him as he was carried 'along the road,. were 
obliged to turn again upon seeing the child; that they left what 
they were about, and stood still a great while to look on him, 

..a...for  the beauty of the child was so remarkable and natural to him 
Ello, 
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n many  .aceounts, that it detained the spectators, and made 
them stay longer to look upon him.  

7. Thermuthis, therefore, perceiving him to be so remark-
able a child, adopted him for her son, 'having no child of her 
own. And when one time she had carried Moses -to her father, 
she showed him to him, and said, she thought to make him her 
father's successor, if it should please God she should have no 14-
gitimate child of her own ; and said to him, "I have brought 
" up a child who  is of  a divine fOrmii, and of a generous mind; 
" and as I have received him from the bounty of the river, in a 
cc wonderful manner, 1 thcright proper to adopt hint for my son, 
cc and the heir of thy kingdom." And when she had said this., 
she put the infant into her father's hands: so he took him, and 
hugged him close to his breast ; and, on his daughter's account, 
in a pleasant way, put his diadem upon his head; but Moses 
threw it down to the ground, and, in a puerile mood, he wreathed 
it round, and trod upon it with his feet, which seemed to bring 
along with it an evil presage concerning the kingdom of Egypt. 
But when the sacred scribe saw this (he was the same p,- .tit 
who foretold that his nativity would bring the dominion of this 
kingdom low), he made a violent attempt to kill him ; inid et y.7  

- jug out in a frightful manner, he said, " '1 hi„ (.)  Lpg ! this 
" child is lie of. whom God foretold, that if v.e kill bun 'a e Skill 
" be in no danger; he himself affords an attestation 'to the pre- . 
" diction of the same thing, by his trampling upon ti y govern- 
44 

	

	 fo melt, and treading upon thy diadem. Take hint, thercrel  
44  out of the way, and dclier the Egyptians from the tear they 
14  are in about him ; and deprive the Hebrews of the hope they 
" have of-„being cuconniged by hint.” But Thermuthis pre-
vented hint, and soothed the child away. And the king was 
not•haty to slay him, God hino::ell, whose providence protected 
,1_'&)scs,. inclining the king to spare him. 1-le was therelOre edit.:  
cave; -,viill t,Teat care. So the Hebrews depended on him, and 
wt,re of good hopes that great ttrings would be done by him ; but 
the Egyptians were suspicious of what would follow such his 
education. Yet because, if Moses had been slain, there was no 

What Jo:.ephos bete liays of the beauty of Moses, that he was of a divine form, is 
very hire vdtat St. Stephen stays of the tame beauty, that Naas wt. beautiful in the 

ir t;f Gad ; A.2tD, vii. )O. 
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one, either akin or adopted, that had any oracle on his side, a 
pretending to the crow; of Egypt, and likely to L of greater 
~otch•antage to them, they abstained from killing him. 

CHAPTER X. 

How JIoscs made war with the Ethiopiahs. 

1. MOSES therefore, when he was born, and brought up in 
he foregoing manner, and came to the sage of maturity, made 

his virtue manifest to the Egyptians; and shotvcd, that he was 
born for the bringing them down, and raising the Israelites. 

nd the occasion he laid hold of was this : the Ethiopians, who 
are next neighbours to the Egyptians, made an inroad into their 
country, which they 5.eized upon, and carried off the effects of 

irthe  Egyptians, who, in their rage, fought against them, and re-
venged the affronts they had received from them ; but, being 
vcrcome in battle, some of them were slain, and the rest ran 
way In a shameful manner, and by that means saved them-

,  Ives; whereupon the Ethiopians followed after them in the 

Io
• ,pursuit, and thinking that it would be a mark of cowardice if 

lihey  did not subdue all Egypt, they went on to stgue the rest 
with greater vehemence ; and whet► they had tasted the sweets 

,f the country, they never left off the prosecution of the war; 
rid as the nearest parts had nut Courage enough at first to fight 

', ith them, they proceeded as Ihr as Memphis, and the sea it-
v self, while not one of the cities were able to oppose them. The ti

.
, 'gyptians, under this sad oppressio;1, kneel: themselves to 
teir oracles and prophecies; and when God had given them 

this counsel, to make use of Moses the. Hebrew, and tat. ... his 
assistance, the king commanded his daughter 10 produce him, 
that he . might be the general; of their army. Upon t. Bich, 

* This history of Moces, as general of the Egyptians agaillt the Tithiopiant, vy 
wholly ranirted in our 13ibles, but in thus cited by Ivens:its, from Jnicylitos, and that 
soon after hi; own age : " Joscpbris say, that when Moses was nourished in the bite r% 
lr palace, he was appointed general of the army  tigaiteit the Elltiopiatts,  dad Cut gncn 

kj thew, when lie married that king's daughter ; because, out of her affactioa 
lie delivered the city up to him." Sec the fragments of freturun, ap. edit. 
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when she had made him swear It'would do him no harm, she 
delivered him to the king, and supposed his assistance would he 
of great advantage to them. She withal reproached the priest, 
who, when they had before admonished the Egyptians to kill 
him, was not ashamed now to own their want of his help. 

2. So Moses, at the persuasion both of Thermuthis and the 
king himself; cheerfully undertook the business: and the sacrei 
scribes of both nations were glad; those of the Egyptians, that 
they should at once overcome their enemies -  by his talour, and 
that by the same piece of management Moses would he slain ; 
but those of the Hebrews, that they should escape from the 
Egyptians, because Moses was to he their general. But Moses 
prevented the enemies, and took and led his army before those 
enemies were apprised of his attauking them ; for he did not 
march by the river, but by land, where he gave a wonderful de-
monstration of his sagacity ; for when the ground was difficult 
to be passed over, because of the multitude of serpents, .vIlicit it 
produces in vast numbers, and indeed is singtilai in some of 
those productions, which other c ountries do oot breed, and vet 
such as are worse than others in power and michief, and an un-
usual fierceness of sight, some of which asecnd out of the ground 
unseen,' and also fly in the air, and so come upon men at un-
awares, and do them a mischief,) Moses invented a wonderful 
stratagem to preserve the army sat‘, and without hurt ; for he 
made baskets like unto arks, of sedge, and filled them with ibes*, 
and carried them along with them ;  NVIliCit 11111Wili i,  the greatest 
enemy to serpents imaginable, for they Ily fican them when they 
come near them, and'as they fly they are caught and devoured 
by them, as if it were done by the harts; but the ;ties are tame 
creatures,,  rid only enemies to the serpentine kind. But about 
these it '4' 	say no more at present, since. the Greeks are not 
therm unacquainted with this sort of bird. As soon, there- 

r perhaps did St. Stephen refor to any thing else, when Le said of Moses, 

was sent by God to the Israelites, that he WA,  not only teamed in all the  WIS'" 

Onl of the Egyptiatts, but was also mighty in words and in deeds; Acts, vii. 22. 

Pliny speaks of these birds called Ibex, and sac s, " The Egyptians itnoked them 

against this serpents," Hist. Nat. Book X. ch 2n. Stab() speaks of this iJand 

bletoei and these rivers Avarua.  and Astaboras, Book 	p. 773, 78n, and Bock 

p. 84!.. 
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fore, as Moses was come tithe land which was the breeder 6 
these serpents, he let loose the ibes, and by their means repelled 
the serpentine kind, and used them for his assistants before the 
army came upon that ground. When he had therefore pro- 
•eeedetl thus on his journey, he came upon the Ethiopians before 
they expected him; and, joining battle with tlwm, he heat them, 
and deprived them of the hopes they had of success against the 
Egyptian?, and went on in overthrowing their cities, and indeed 
made a great slaughter of these Ethiopitis. Now when the 
Egyptian army had once tasted of this prosperous success, by the 
means of Moses, they did not slacken their diligence, insomuch 
that the Ethiopians were in danger of being reduced to shivery, 
and all sorts of destruction. And at length they retired to Saba, 
which was a royal city of Ethiopia, which Cambyses afterwards 
named Meroe, alter the name of his own sister. The place was 
to be besieged with very great difficulty, since it was both en-
compassed by the Nile quite round, and the other rivers, Asta-
pus and Astaboras, made it a very difficult thing► for such as at-
tempted to pass over them ; for the city was situate in a retired 
place, and was inhabited after the manner of an island, being 
encompassed with a strong wall, and having the rivers to guard 

• them from their enemies, and having great ramparts between 
the wall and the rivers, insomuch, that when the waters came 
with the greatest violence it can never be drowned•: which ram-
parts make it next to impossible for even such as arc gotten 
over the rivers, to take the city. However, while Moses was 
uneasy at the array's lying idle (for the enemies durst not come 
to a battle), this accident happened ; Tharbis was the daughter 
of the king ol• the Ethiopians; she happened to see Moses as he 
led the ar►gy near 'to the walls, and fought with great cour.►ue; 
and adiniriog the• subtilty of his undertakings, and believing him 
to be the author• of the Egyptians' success, when they had betia•e 
despaired of recovering their liberty, and to be the occasion of 
the great danger the Ethiopians were in, when they had before 

boasted of their great achievements, she fell deeply in love with 
birn; and upon the prev,dency of that passion, sent to him the 
most faithCul of all her servants to discourse s‘ith him upon their 
Marriage. lie thereupon accepted the ofkr, on condition she 
Would procure the delivering up of the city; and gave her the 
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assurance of an oath to take her% his wife, and that when he 
had once taken posSession of the city, he would not break his 
oath to her. No sooner was the agreement made, but it took 

Ow
effect immediately; and when Moses had cut off the Ethiopians, 
'he gave thanks to God, and consummated his marriage, and led 

!' 	the Egyptians back to their own land. 

CHAPTER XI. 

los How Moses fled wit of Egypt into Midian. 

xi § 1. IA OW the Egyptians, after they had been preserved by 
Moses, entertained a hatred to him, and were very envr in coin- 

. !

'  assing their designs against him, Ps suspecting tha; he would 
'take occasion from his good success to raise a sedition, and bring 

 

innovations into Egypt; and told the king he ought to be slain. 
The king had also some intentions of himself to the same pur-
pose, and this as well out of envy at his glorious expedition at 
the head of his army, as out of fear of being brought low by him; 
and being instigated by the sacred scribes, he was ready to un-
dertake to kill Moses. But when he had learned beforehand 
what plots there were against him, he went away privately; and 
because the public roads were watched, he took his flight through 
the deserts, and where his enemies could not suspect he would 
travel ;. and, though he was destitute of food, he went on, and 
despised that difficulty courageously. And when he came to the 

i  city Midian, which lay upon the Red Sea, arid was So denomi- 
i li  hated from one of Abraham's sons by Keturah, he sat upon a 

certain well, and rested himself there after his laborious journey, 
and the affliction he had been in. It was not far from the city; 
and the time of the day was noon, where he had an occasion of- 

i  fered him by the custom of the country, of doing what. recom-
mended his virtue, and afforded him au opportunity of bettering 
his ircumstances. 

Fur that country having but little water, the shepherds 
*sett to seize on the wells before other came, lest their flocks 
should want water;- 	and lest it should - be spent by others before 

j they came. There were now come therefore to this Well, seven 
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sisters that were virgins, the daughters of Miguel a priest, and 
one thought worthy by the people of the country of great honour: 
these virgins, who took care of their father's flocks, which sort 
of work it was customary and very familiar for women to do in 
the country of the Troglodytes, they came first of all, and drew 
water out of the well in a quantity sufficient for their flock:, into 
troughs, which were made for the reception of that water. But 
when the shepherds came upOn the maidens, and drove them 
away, that they might have the command of the waters them-
selves, Moses, thinking it would be a terrible reproach upon 
him if he overlooked the young women under unjust oppression, 
and should suffer the violence of the men to prevail over the right 
of the maidens, he drove away the men, who had a mind to 
more than their share, and all-Or/led n proper assistance to the 
women ; who, when they had received such a benefit from him, 
came to theit father, and told hint how they had been affronted 
by the shepherds, and assisted by a stranger, and entreated that 
he would not let this generous action be done in vain, nor go 
without a reward. Now the father took it well from his daugh-
ters that they were so desirous to reward their benefactor; and 
bid them bring Moses into his presence, that he might be re- 
warded ;IS h ,  tIt.cruel. 	 ltill when Moses eame, he told him 
What testimony his (1,:aginers bare to him, that he had assisted 
them; and that, as he admired him for his virtuee_he said, that 
Moses had bestowed such his assistance on persons not insensible 
of benefits, but where they were both aide and willing to return 
the kindness, and even to exceed the measure of his generosity. 
So he made him his son, and gave him one of his daughters in  
marriage; and appointed him to be the superintemicnt over his 
cattle, for of old all the wealth of the harharians was in those 
cattle. 

CHAPTER XII. 

Concerning the burning Bu4h, and the Rod of Moses. 

§ 	NOW Moses, when he had obtained the favour of Jethro, 
for that was one.* thy names t?f Raguel, staid there and fed 
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his flock; but some time afterward; taking his station at the 
mountain called Sinai, he drove his flocks thither to feed them. 
Now this is the highest of all the Mountains thereabout, and 
the best for pasturage, the herbage being there good ; and it 
had not been before fed upon, because of the opinion men had 
that God dwelt there, the shepherds not daring to ascend up to 
it. And here it. was tint a wonderful prodigy happened te. 

t 	Moses; for a fire fed upon a thorn-bush; yet did the green leaves 
and the flowers continue untouched, and the fire did not at all 
consume the fruit-branches, although the flame was great and 
fierce. Moses was affrighted at this strange sight, as it was to 
him; but he was still more astonished when the fire uttered a 
voice, and called to him by name, and spake words to him, by 
which it signified to him how hold he had been in venturing to 
come into a place whither no man had ever come before, because 
the place was divine; and advised him to remove a great way 

. from the flatne, and to be contented with what he had seen; 
and though he were himself a good man, and the offTring • of 
great men, yet that he should not pry 'any farther: and he fore-
told to him, that he should have glory and honour among men, 
by the blessing of God upon him. He also. commanded him to 

4  go away thence with confidence to Egypt, in order to his being 
the commander and conductor of the body of the Hebrews, and 

100  to his delivering his own people from the injuries they suffered 
there: " For," said God, " they shall inhabit this happy land 
" which your forefather Abraham inhabited, and shall have the 

enjoyment of all sorts of good things; and thou by thy pru-
" dente shalt guide them to those good things." But still he 
enjoined him, when he had brought the Hebrews out of the land 
of Egypt, to come to that place, and to offer sacrifices of thanks-
giving there. Such were the divine oracles which were deliver-
ed out of the fire. 

2. But Moses was astonished at what he saw, and much more 
at what he heard; and he said, "I think it would be an instance 
4C  of too great madness, 0 Lord, for one of that regard I bear: 
" to thee, to distrust thy power, since I myself adore it, and 
" know that it has been made mattifeSt to my progenitors: hut 1 
" am still in doubt how 1, who am a private man, and one of 
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" no 'abilities, should either persuade my own countrymen to 
46  leave the country they now inhabit, and to follow me to a land 
' whither I lead them ; or, if they should be persuaded, how 
' can I force Pharaoh to permit them to depart, since they aug-
' meat their own wealth and prosperity by the labours and 

works they put upon them)" 
3. But God persuaded him to be courageous on all occasions, 

nd promised to be with him, and to assist him in his words, 
hen he was to persuade men, and in his deeds, when he was 

0 perform wonders. He' bid him also to take a signal of the 
ruth of what he said, by throwing his rod upon the ground; 
'hich when he had done, it crept along, and was become a 
erpent, and rolled itself round in its folds, and erected its head, 
s ready to revenge itself on such as should assault it ; after which 
t became a rod again as it ,was before. After this God bid 
loses to put his right hand into his bosom ; he obeyed, and 
hen he took it out it was white, and in colour like to chalk, 
ut afterward it returned to its wonted colour again. He also, 
pon God's command, took some of the water that was near him, 
nd poured it upon the ground, aid saw the colour was that of 
lood. Upon the wonder that Moses showed at.  these signs, 
od exhorted him to be of good courage, and to be assured that 

e would be the greatest support to him; and bid him make use 
f those signs in order to obtain belief among all men,Jhat "thou 
art sent by me, and lost all things according to my commands. 

' Accordingly I enjoin thee to make no more delays; but to make 
6  haste to Egypt, and to travel night and day, and not to draw 
' out the time, and so make the slavery of the Hebrews, and 
' their sufferings, to last the longer." 

4. Moses having now seen and heard these wonders, that as-
sured him of the truth of these promises of God, had no room 

I

eft him to disbelieve them : he entreated him to grant him that 
/Aver when he should be in Egypt ; and besought him to vouch-

ohfe ivivisouoldwnalsiolaitiel  tell him 
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nue, which had never been discovered to men before; con-
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cerning which it is not lawful for me to say any mon  00.. Now 
these signs accompanied Moses, not then-m.1v, but 	when 	• 
he prayed for them : of all which signs he attributed the firmest 
assent to the fire in the bush ; and believing that God would be 
a gracious supporter to him, 11..! hoped he should he able to de-
liver his own nation, and bring calamities on the Egyptians. 

CHAPTER ;III. 

How Moses  and  Aaron returned into Egypt to.  Pharaoh. 

3. So Moses, when he understood that the Pharaoh, in whose • 
reign he tied away; was dead, asked leave of Raguel to go to 
Egypt, for the benefit of his own people: and he took with hint 
Zipporab, the di.ughter of Rape!, whom he had married, and 
the children he had by her, Gersom and Eleazar, and made 
haste into Egypt. Now the former of those names,' Gersom, in 
the Hebrew tongue, signifies,ethat lie WtiS in' a strange land 
and Eleazar, that, by the assistance of the God of his fathers, 
he had escaped from the Egyptians. Now when they ivere•near 
the borders, Aaron hiA br6ther, by the command of God, met • 
him, to whom he decial:cd what had befallen him at the monn-
tain, and the conitnands tly,t- God had given him. But as they 
were going forward; the chief men among the Harcwv, havinr 
learned that they were comi ng, met them ; to whom Moses declared 
the signs he had seen; and while they could not believe them, 
he made them see them. So they took courage at - these sur- 

• This superstitious feat 	discov,  ring Ow ti,rne with four letters, which of late 11'P 

have been used likely to pronounce Jehovah, but seems to have been originally pro-
nounced Jaholi, or Jao, is never, I think, heard of till this passare of Josephu.;  and 
this superstition, .in not pronouncing that name, has continued among the Rabbinical 
Jews 40 this day0,(though whether the Samaritans and Caraites obterted it so early, 
does not app 	Jusephus al o dare not Net dcv,n the very tt nrds cf the ten coot- 
mandmert.ts, 	shall see hereafter, An iq. Book III. ch. v. 	4. tvhielt superstitious 
silence hits 	A been continued MD I', the Rabbins. It is, hotreter, no doubt but 
both these  6!  thous Clinetrii171kIlt5 were taught Josephus by the Ph tri.ces, a body of men 
sit once very wicked, and very superstitious. 
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prising and unexpected sights, and hoped well of their entire 
deliverance, as believing now that God took care of their pre-
servation. 

2. Since then Moses found that the Hebrews would be obe-
dient to whatsoever he should direct, as they promised to be, 

• and were in love with liberty, he came to the king, who had in-
deed but lately received the government, and told him how 
Inuch he had done for the good of the Egyptians, when they 
were despised by the Ethiopians, and their country laid waste by 
them; and how lie had been the commander of their forces, and 
had laboured for them, as if they had been his own people; and 
he informed him in what danger he had been during that expe-
dition, without having any proper returns made him ache had 
'deserved. He all',  informed him distinctly what things hap-
pened to him at, mount Sinai ; and what God said to him ; and 
'the signs that were done by God, in order to assure him of the 
'authority of those commands which he had given him. He also 
exhorted hint not to disbelieve what he told him, nor to oppose 
'the will of God. 

3. But when the king derided Moses, he made him in earnest 
• see the signs that were done at mount Sinai. Vet was the king 
1

i  

..very angry with him, and called him an ill man, who had form- 
sly-.  	run away from his Egyptian slavery, and came now back 

.  vith deceitful tricks, and wonders, arid magical arts, ,to astonish 
bim. And when he had said this, he commanded the priests to 
et him .4e the same wonderful sights; as knowing that the EY,TP-

.  ans were skilful in this kind of learning, and that he.was.not 
the only person who knew Ahem, and pretended them to be 
'  ivine ; as also he told him; that when he brought such won-
erful sights before him, be would only be believed by the un-

earned. Now when the priests threw down their rods, they be-
ame serpents. But Moses was not daunted at it ; and said, 

-  " 0 king, I do not myg.ell despise the wisdom of the Egyptians, 
" but I spy, that what I do is so much superior to what these do 
" by magic arts and tricks, as divine power exceeds the powcr of 

ilt  man : but I will demonstrate, that what I do is not done by 
IF`  craft, or counterfeiting what is not really true, but that they 

(C appear by the providence and power of God." And when he 
had said this, he cast his rod down upon the ground, and cora- 

l!! 
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manded it to turn itself into a serpent. it obeyed him, and 
went all round, and devoured the rods of the Egyptians, which 
seemed to be dragons, until it had consumed them all : it then 
returned to its own form, and Moses took it into his hand again. 

4. However, the king was no more moved .'hen this was 
done, than before; and being very angry, he said, " that ha 
" should gain nothing by this his cunning and shrewdness against 
" the Egyptians." And he commanded him that was the chief 
task-master over the Hebrews, to give them no relaxation from 
their labours, but to compel them to submit to greater oppres-
sions than before. And though he allowed them chaff before 
for the making their bricks, he would allow it them no longer; 
but he made them to work hard at brick-making in the day-
time, and to gather chaff in the night. Now when their labour  • 
was thus doubled upon them, they laid the blame upon Moses,. 
because their labour and their misery were on his account be-
come more severe to them. But Moses did not let his courage 
sink for the king's threatenings; nor did he abate of his zeal on 
account of the Hebrews' complaints, bat he supported himself,  , 
and set his soul resolutely against them both, and used his own, 
utmost diligence to procure liberty to his countrymen. So he ., 
went to the king, and persuaded him to let the Hebrews go to 
mount Sinai, and there- to sacrifice to God, because God had  •• 
enjoined them so to do. He persuaded him also, not to counter-
work the designs of God, but to esteem his favour above all 
things, and to permit them to depart, lest, beftire he be'aware,' 
he lay an obstruction in the way of the divine commands, and 
so occasion his own suffering such punishments as it was proba-
ble any one that counterworked the *divine commands should 
undergo, since the severest afflictions arise from every object to 
those that provoke the divine wrath. against them; for such as 
these have neither the earth, nor the air, for their friends; nor 
are the fruits of the womb according to mtare, but every thing 
is unfriendly ;Ind adverse towards them. He said farther, that 
the Egyptians should know this by sad experience; and that be-
sides, the Hebrew people should go out of their country without 
their consent. 
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CI-  AI7ER XIV. 

Concerning the ten Plagues which came upon the Egyptians. 

BUT  § 1. i.D 	when the king despised the words of Moses, and 
,Itacl no regard at all to them, grievous plagues seized the II 

' Egyptians ;, every one of which I will describe, both because no 

pi Isuch plagues did ever happen to any other nation as the Egyp- 
tians now felt; and because I would demonstrate that Moses did 

t  
not fail in any one thing that he foretold them; and because it is 

I

for the good of mankind, that they may learn this caution, not 
to do any thing that may displease God, lest he he provoked to 
wrath, and avenge their iniquities upon men. The Egyptian 
river ran with bloody water at the command of God, insomuch 
that it could not be drunk, and they had no other spring of 
water neither; for the water was not only of the colour of blood, 
but it brought upon those that ventured to drink of it great pains, 
and bitter torment. Such was the river to the Egyptians; but 
it was sweet and fit for drinking to the Hebrews, and no way 
different from what it naturally used tote. As the king, there- 
fore, 

 
knew not what to do in these surprising circa Lances, and 

was in fear for the Egyptians, he gave the Hebrews leave to go 
away ; Init when the plague ceased, he changed his mind again, 

11  and would not suffer them to.go. 
2. But when God saw that he was . ungrateful, and upon•the 

ceasing of the calamity would not grow wiser, he sent another 
-  , plague upon the Egyptians ; an innumerable multitude of frogs 

;consumed the fruit of the ground; the river was also full of 
them, insomuch that those who drew water had it spoiled by the 
blood of these animals, 4s they died in, and were destroyed by, 
the wateri. and the country was full of filthy slime, as they were 
born, and as they died: they also spoiled their .vessels in their 
'houses which they used, and were found among what they eat 
and what they drank, and came in great numbers upon their 
beds. There was also an ungrateful smell and stink arose from 

,Ithem, as they were horn, and as they died therein. Now, when 
VOL. 1. 	 N 
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the Egyptians were under the oppressions of these miseries, the 
king ordered Moses to take the Hebrews.with him, and be gone. 
Upon which the whole multitude of the frogs vanished. away; 
and both the laud and the river returned to their former natures. 
But as soon as Pharaoh saw the land freed from this plague, lie 
forgot the cause of it, and retained the Hebrews; and, as though 
he had a mind to try the nature of more such judgements, he 
would not yet suffer Moses and his people to depart, havittg 
granted that liberty rather out of fear, than out of any good cone  .--
si(leration*. 

3. Accordingly God punished his falseness with anothe 
plague, added to the termer : fur there arose, out of the bodie-
d the 'Egyptians, an innumerable quantity of lice, by which 
wicked' as they were, they miserably perished, as not able to de». 
stroy this sort of vermin either with washes or with ointments.: • 
At which terrible judgement, the king of Egypt was in disorder 
upon the fear into which be reasoned himself, lest his people 
should be destroyed, and that the manner of this death was also 
reproachful,•so that he was forced in part to recover biMself from. 
his wicked temper to a sound mind, for he gave leave for th 
Hebrews themselves to depart. But when the plague thercupo 
ceased, he thought it proper to require, that they should leav 
their children and wives behind them, as pledges of their return. 
whereby he provoked God to be more vehemently angry at him 
as if he thought to impose on his providence, and as if it were 
only Moses, and riot God, who punished the Egyptians for the 
sake of the Fleln•ews: for he filled that country full of variou 
sorts of pestilential creatures, with their various properties, suel 
indeed, as had never come into- the sight of men before, b 
whose means the men perished themselves, and" the land was 
destitute of husbandmen for its cultivation; but if any thing es-
cam...4 destruction from them, it was killed by a distemper, which 
the men underwent also. 

4. But when Phambh did not even then yield to the will of 
God, lint, whilc.be gave leave to the husbands to take their wive 

•• *Of this judicial hardening the hearts, and blinding, tit(' eyes of %%irked 	n ,o lrt 

toting then), as a just punishinent for their either wilful tins, to their own clostructioni 
see the note on Antiq, Book VII. ch. ix, § 6. 
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with them, yet insisted that the children should be 
God presently resolved 	punish his wieltednes.0.4itIPsderal 
sorts of calamities, and 1ltoe. worse than the foregoing, which 
yet Ind so generally afflicted them : for their bodies had terrible 
boils, breaking forth with blains, while they were already in-
wardly consumed ; and a great part of the Egyptians perished 
in this manner. Brit when the king-was not bronght.to reason 
by this plague, hail was sent down from heaven; and such hail 
it was, as the climate of Egypt had never suffered before, nor 
was it like to that tyhielt far.s in other climates in whiter time*, 
but larger than that which tails in themiddle of spring to those 
that dwell in the northern and north-western regions. This hail 
broke down their houghs lcaden with fruit. After this a tribe 
of locusts consumed the seed which was not hurt by the hail, so 
that. to the Egyptians all the hopes of future fruits of the ground.  
were entirely h,st. 

5. One would think the forementioned calamities might have 
been sufficient for one that was only foolish, withorit wickedness, 
to stake hint wise, and to make him sensible what was tar his 
advantage. But Pharaoh, led not so much by his folly as by 
his wickedness., even when he saw the cause of his miseries, he 
still contested with God, and wilfully deserted the cause of virtue; 
so be bid Moses take the Hebrews away, whit their wives and 
children, but to leave their cattle behind, since their own cattle 
were destroyed. But when Moses said, that what ire-desired was .  
unjust, since they were obliged to offer sacrifices to God of those 
cattle; and the time Itch prolonged im this account, a thick 
datheess, without the least tight, spread itself over the Egyptians, 
whereby their sight behig obstructed, and their breathing hin-
dered by the thickness of the air, they died miserably, and under 
a terror lest they should he swallowed up by the dark cloud, 
Besides this, when the darkness, after three clay:, and as many 
nights, was dis:.ipated, and when Pharaoh did not still repent, 
arid let the Hebrews go, Moses wane to hint and said : " How 
" long wilt thou be trt,, ibeclient to the command of ( ;cid ? for he 
" enjoins thee to let the Hebrews g0; nor is there any other way 

As to this winter or spring hail near E.:ypt and Judea., see the 1,1o: on thumler my! 
14;litning there, in the note on Autig. BOA VI ell, v.  § 6. 
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' of being freed from the calamities you are under, unless you 
_  "do  so." But the king was angry at wlrat he said, and threat- 
ened to cut off his head if he came any more to trouble hint 

(

. 	about these matters. Hereupon Moses said, he would not speak 
-• to him any more about them, for that he himself, together 

with the principal men among the Egyptians, should desire the 
; . Hebrews to go away. So when Moses had said this, he wel 

his way. 
''. 	6. But when God had signified, that with one more plague he 
' . would compel the Egyptians to let the Hebrews go, he-com-

manded Moses to tell .the people, they should have a sacrifice 
-. ready, and that they should prepare themselves on the tenth day 

'  .  I the womb Xluithieus, against the fourteenth (which month 
called by the Egyptians Pharmuthi, and Nisan by the Hebrews; 
ut the Macedonians call it Xantliicus), and that he should carry 

away the Hebrews with all they had. Accordingly, he having . 
'tit the Hebrcws ready fbr their departure, and having sorted the 
people into tribes, he kept them together into one place: lint 
when the fourteenth day was come, and all were ready to depart, 

It

k  they offered the sacrifice, and purified their houses with the 
blood, using bunches of hyssop for that purpose; and when they 
had supped, they burnt the remainder of the flesh; as just ready 

1  to depart. \\Thence  it is that we do still offer this sacrifice in 
ofr  like manner to this day, arid call this festival Paseha, which o' 
it 	* 	' • sirrnilies the feast of the passover, because on that day God 

passed iv over, and sent the plague upon the Egyptians; for the 
i -  destruction of the first-born came upon the Egyptians that night, 

so that ninny of the Egyptians, which lived 'near the king's 
1..  palace; persuaded Pharaoh to let the.Hebrews go. Accordingly 
t he called for Moses, and bid them begone; as supposing, that if 
I  once the Hebrews were gone out of the-country, Egypt should 
;t  be freed from its miseries. They also honoured the Hebrews 
L  with gifts *; some in order to get them to depart quickly, and 
r 	 • 	• 	- : 

These large presents made to the Israelites, of vessel; of silver, nttd vessels of gold, 
0 .  awl raiment, were, as Josephus truly calls them, gifts r”ally given them: not lent the In, 

as our Engl.. I falsely r deraithem.. They were spoils required, not borrowed 4f them, 
Gen. xv. i 	cod. 	lh.  2. Psal. cv. 37. as the same version falsely render the 

.  Helm. 	:tnere  doeit, .xod. xii. 35, 36. Cod had ordered We  Jews to demand thr,;e 

1  2'` 	tuy  mid reward, during their long and bitter slavery in Egypt, as atonements for 
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others on account of their nei.,,Itboarhoo:1, au.1 :Ile friendship 
they had with them. 

cliAPTER xv. 

How the Hebrews, under the conduct of Moses, leis Egypt. 

§ 1. SO the Hebrews went,out of Egypt, while the Egyptians 
wept, and repented that they had treated them so hardly. Now 
they took their journey by Letopolis, a place at that time de-
serted; but where Eahylon was built afterwards, when Camhys's 
laid Egypt waste: but as they went away hastily, Am the third 
day they came to a place called llaalzephon on the Bed Sea ; 
and when they had no food out of the land, because it was a 
desert, they eat of loaves, kneaded of flour, only warmed by a 
gentle heat; and this food they made use of for thirty days; 
for whatthey, brought with them out of Egypt would not suffice 

!! 	them any longer time ; and this only while thq dispensed it to 
1 	each person, to use SQ much only .as would serve for necessity, 

but not for satiety. NVhenee it is, that, in memory of the want 

pot
IF ..,  we were then in, we kept a. feast for eight days, which is called 

the Feast of unleavened bread. Now the entire multitude of 
those that went out, including the women and children, was not •.... r 	easy to be numbered, but those that were of an age fit for scar 
were six hundred thousand. • 

2. They left Egypt in the month Xanthicus, on the fifteenth 
day of the lunar month; four hundred and thirty years after our 
forefather Abraham came into Canaan, but two hundred and 

. 	fifteen years only after Jacob removed into Egypt*. . It was the 

1101  ._ . the lives of the Egyptians', and as the condition of the Jew 	e Jews' dparture, and Of the E,gyp-
tian deliverance from these terrible judgements, which lint they not now ceased,, they 
had soon been all dead men, as they themselves confess, di. ail. au. Nor wai tliei, any*  
sense hi ho.iowing or lending, when the Israfiltes were finally departing out of the hind 
for ever. 

*, Why our Masorete copy so ground!, ssly abridges this account in Exod. xii..to. as 
to ascribe 430 years to the sole peregrination of the Israelites iii Egypt, when it is clear 
even by the Musorete chronology elsewhere, as well as from the express test itself, in 
tho Sainaritan, Scptulgint, anti Josephus, that they sujourned in kgypt but klf t!....t L 
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eightieth year of the age of Mce.es, and of that of Aaron the 
more; They also carried out the bones of Joseph with them, 
be hid charged his sons to do. 

3. But the .1.:4-yptians soon repented that the Hebrews we 
gone; and the king also was mightily concerned that this hecl 
been procured by the magic aril of Moses; so they resolved to 
go after them. Accordingly they took their weapons, and otl4r 
warlike furniture, and pursued after them, in order to bring them 
back, it once they overtook them,. because they would now have 
no pretence to pray to God against them, since die had al. 
been permitted to go out ; and .they thought they should et 
overcome them, as they had no armour, and would iae wear 
Ivith their jeurney ; so they made hate in their pursuit, an 
asked of every one they met xviti,.11 way they were gone. And., 
indeed that land was difficult to be uavelled over, not only b 
armies, but by single persons. Now Hose, led tic Ildbrews this 
way, that in case the Egyptians should repent and be desirous to. 
pursue after them, they might undergo the punidunent of their 
wickedness, and of the breach of thnSe prontiNs they hail made 
to them. AS'also he led them this way on account of the Phi:- 

who had quarrelled with them, and hated them of old, 
that by all means they might riot know of their departure, lor d  
their country is near to that of Egypt; and thence it was that 
Moses led them not along the road that tended to the land of 
the Philistines, but he' was desirous that they should go ifirongh4  
the desert, that so after a long journey, and after many atilicti 
they might enter upon the land of Canaan. Another reason 
this was, that (jtl had commanded him to bring the people to 
mount Sinai, that there they might offer him sacrifices. Now 
when the Egyptians had overtaken the Hebrews, they prepared 
to fight them, and by their multitude they drove them  into a 
narrow4ce; for the number that ptusecd after them was six' 
htutdiqiTliariots,.With fifty thousand horsemen, and two hundred_ 
thodsand foot-men, all armed. They aiso seized on the pas•ages 
bywhich they imagined the Hebrews might fly, shutting theni ' 

time; spa  that by consPoo,..nry, 	c,thcr half of ti r rciT;41:nation was in the land of 
bci'.;re they came ittt9;E:Typt ; i hard to say. Scr 1,;:say no t.11.2  (nd Tesuun(nt, 
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up'* between inaccessible precipices and the sett; for there was 
fon each side] a [ridge of] mountains that terminated at the 
sea, which were impassable by reason of their roughness, and ob-
structed their flight; ‘vherefore they there pressed upon the 
liebrews with their army, where [the ridges of] the mountains .  
were closed with Ile: sea, which army they placed at the chops of 
the mountains, that so they might depriv..! them of any passage 
into the plain. 

4. kVhen the II shrews therefore were neither able to bear up, 
being thus, as it were, besieged, because they wanted proN'isions, 
nor saw any possible way or escaping; and if they should have 
thought of lighting, they  had II() W0i111011S; tht;y expected a uni-
versal destruction, mtless they d,slivered themselves up voluntarily 
to the Pryptians. St) they laid the blame on i\loscs, and forgot 
all the signs that had been tvrolight by God for the re,:iovery of 
their freedom : and this so far, that their incredulity prompted 
then to th1'5,.‘,  stones at the prophet, while he encounTeil them, 
and promised th, au d. livcrance; anti they resolved• that they 
would deliver themselves up to the li.'.2:yptians. So there was 
sorrow and lamentation among the women and children, who had 
nothing but destruction before their ey,:s, while they were en-
compassed with mountains, the sea, and their enemies, and dis-
cerned no way of flying front them. 

5. But Moses, though the ntultitude looked fiercely at him, did 
4' Take the main part of Idelatas excellent note here, which greatly illowates Jose-

phus, mid the Scripture, in 1'111,,. history, its fC11101,. S: 4  [A liavoller, says Roland, whose 
" mime was] Enettvin, when he returned out of .17tt•yi‘t, told in that he went the same 
" way from Egypt to mount Sinai which he supp.ved the Israelites of old travelled: and 

" that he found setTfAl MUlleto1110113 teletr, that rm down towanls the 110 Sea. He 

" thought the Israelites had proct ede,1 as far as the &lova of Ethan', Exud. 	20, 

" when they were commanded by Cvl to retort 	Exthl. aic. 	:IAA to V.V.eli &it 
" cathp between \1i dog and the sea; and disc when they ttem not able to fly, t.idessl.y 

" sea, they mere slant in on each side by mountains. tie also thunght we might evideirly 
" learn hence, how it might he said, that the liraelltes ware iu Nihon before they went 
" over the rea, and yot 11111011. be slid to 11:1Vt• runt, into Etl tan all,se 111, y had p,e.se.1 
" over the sea also. Besides, he fare an acetain: lu.av he pasted over a river in a b, ,at.. 
" near the city 	which 11, rays must tinoli be f!,e 11-'1061h Ii- of the anei• its, since 

" the city could not be situate any where clue in that in*,1d),intlion 

	

At; to the famong passe,e produced here by Di. 11011;:trd, oot 	lierodnois, as the 

roost ancient heathen te-dimrmy of the IsrAclites'  c,,11111 foal the Ited Sea into Pate aine, 
bishop  Cumberland ha, showed that it beltut;:.K to the Old CanaatO. t,{ Phenieian 
lin,ljera3, and their retitinct; oat of Egypt into C.turaatt or Meld 	long bt fire tl, days 

"f MOSES. i'3uuchotti3;110, p. Ji 4, &e: 
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not,' however,. give over the care of them, but despised all dan-
gers, out of his trust in God, who, as hc.had afforded them the 
several steps already taken for the recovery of their liberty; which 
he had foretold them, would not now suffer them to be sub-
dued by their enemies, to be either made slaves or be slain by 
them. And, standing in the midst of them, he said, " It is not. 
" just for us to distrust,even men, when they have hitherto w • I 
" managed our affairs, as if they would not. be the same m • 
" hereafter; but it is no better than madness, at this time, to 
"  despair of the providence of God, by.whose power all those 
cc things have been performed which he promised, when you ex-

pected no such things: 1 mean all that I have been concerned 
" in for your deliverance and escape from slavery. Nay, when 
" we are in the utmost distress, as you see we now are, we ought 
cc the rather to hope that God will succour us, by whose operation 
" it is that we are now encompassed Within this narrow place, 
cc that he may deliver us. out of such difficulties as are otherwise 
" unsurmountable, and out of which neither you nor your ene-
cc mien expect you can be delivered, and may at once demon-
" strate his own power and his providence over us. Nor does 
" God use to give his help in small difficulties to those whom he 
" favours, but in such cases where no one can see how any hope 
C4 in man can better their condition. Depend, therefore, upon. 

such a protector'as is able to make small things great, and to 
" show, :hat this mighty force against you is nothing but weak-

Def  S, and be not affrighted at the Egyptian army: nor do you 
" despair of being preserved because the sea before, and the 
" mountains behind, afibrd you no opportunity for flying; for 
" even these mountains, if God so please, may he made plain 
" ground for you, and the sea become dry land." 
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CHAFFER XVI. 
, 

-How the sea was divided asunder .for the Hebrews, when they 
' were pursued by the Egyptians., and so gave them an oppor- 

tunity of escaping from them. 

1. WHEN Moses had said this, he led them to the sea while 
he Egyptians looked on, for they were within sight. Now these 
ere so distressed by the toil of their pursuit, that they thought 
roper to put off fighting till the next day. But when Muses 
as come to the sea-shore, he took his rod, and made supplication 

'to God, and called upon him to be their helper and assistant; 
and said, " 'Thou art not ignorant, 0 Lord, that it is beyond 
" human strength, and human contrivance, to avoid the diflieul-
" ties we are now under, but it must be thy work altogether to 
" procure deliverance to this army, which has left Egypt at thy 
" appointment. We despair of any other assistance or con-
" trivance, and have recourse only to that hope we have in thee; 
" and if there be any method that can promise us an escape by 
".thy providence, we look up to thee for it. And let it come 
" quickly, and manifest thy power to us ; and do thou raise up 
" this people unto good courage and hope of deliverance, who 

are deeply sunk into a disconsolate state of mind. We arc in 
" a helpless place, but still it is a place that thou possessest ; but 
" still the Sea is thine, the mountains that enclose us are thine; 
" so that those mountains will open themselves if thou coin-
" mandest them, and the sea also, if thou eoinmandest it, will 
" become dry land. Nay, we might escape by a flight through 
" the air, if thou shouldest determine we should have that way 

IV of salvation." 
2. When Moses had thus addressed himself to God, he smote 

the sea with his rod, which parted asunder at the stroke, and re- 1. 
.eciving those waters into itself, left the ground dry, as a road 
and a place of flight for the Hebrews. Now when Moses saw 
this appearance of God, and that the sea went out of its own 
place, and left dry land, lie went first of all into it, and bid the 

   
  



136 	ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 	Book 

Hebrews to follow him along that divine road, and to rejoice 
the danger their enemies that followed Them were in ; and n. 
thanks to God for this so surprising a deliverance which aPpu.. 
from him. 

3. Now while these Hebrews made no stay, but went on e‘o.,.
nestly, as led by God's presence with them, the Egyptians sup. 
posed, at first, that they were distracted, and were going rail 
upon manifest destruction. But when they saw that they wet. 
gone a great way without any harm, and that no obstacle or dif, 
ficulty fell in their journey, they made haste to, pursue them 
hoping. that the sea 	be calm for them also. They pu 
their horse foremost, and tvent down themselves into the sea. 
Now the Hebrew .s, while these were putting on their armour, 
and the rein spending their time. were be:orehand with them, 
and c:•car.d them, and get first over to the land on the oilier 
side without any hurt. Whence the others were enenura • 
and more courageou-ly purse :d them, as hoping no harm wt 
come to them ncitlin : but the Egyptians were not aware t 
they went into a road mad.2 for the Hebrews, and not for oth 
that this road was made for the deliverance of those in Bang 
but not for those that were vainest to make we of it for tit 
others' destruction. As soon, therefore, as ever the %slick Egyp 
tian army was within it, the sea flowed to its own place, an 
came  down  with a  torrent raised by storms of ‘vinP, and en-
compassed the Egi.ptian§. Showers of rain also came down 
from the sky, and dreadful thunders, and lightning, with flashes 
of fire. Thunder-bolts also were darted upon them. Nor was 
there any thing which uses to be sent by God upon men, as in-. 
dications of his tvtath, which did not happen at this time, for i 
dark and dismal hic,ht opp::cssed them. And thus did all these 
nren perish, so that there was not one man left to bc'a messen:ser, 
of this calamity to the rest of the Egyptians. 

4. But the Hchrews were not able to contain themselves ford 
joy at their wonderful deliverance, and destruction of their 

	

- • Of thes4+Intit•nt 	 ti 
army, ainxisl 	in uHr rubies of Evnitr., lair fay r:..t • 

	

1f3.  amid 	of 	 e 	ail e) 
p.  154, 155. 
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mies; now indeed supposing themselves firmly delivered, when 
those that would have forced them into slavory were destroyed, 
and when they found they had iod so evidently l'or their protect-
or. And now th ,se Hebrews haying escaped the danger they 
were in, after this manner; and besides that, seeing their ene-
mies punished in such a way as is never recorded of any other 
men whomsoever ; were all the night employed in singing of 
hymns, and in Mirth'''. llose,; also composed a song unto Go(1, 
containing his praises, and a thanksgiving for his kindness, in 
hexameter verse 

.5. As for nvself, I have delivered every part of this history as I 
found.. it in the sacred hooks : nor let any one wonder at the 
stratAcss of the narration, if a way were dirt cooed to those 
men of old time, who were free from the wickedness of the mu- 

What soma. lane here ohjecte l a4ainst this pvt,:ale of the 1,sraelites over the Red 

Se:, in this one night, front the common maw, vie.. that this sea being !tore about :it) 
miles brood, su great MI army could not pats rater;) io so short u tittle, is a great inistdsc. 

lilltevettot, tin authentic 	•-witec•:, informs us, that this sea, for about five 
day ' journey, is no where ofor, than .thottt eiJ our nine miles over-cro.:s, and in one 
place bat tour or five miles, according{ to de 1.61el5 map, which is made from the best 
trav,:11 	themselves, art I not copied from Others.—What has been farther objected 
main,) this paq,,..re of the Isreelites, anti tirmvnite,; of the Et.;)ptiatts, being miraculous 

th“.1 Momem might eau) the Isrvlitts Over tit a low tide Wit!tout any miracle, 
while yet the Egypt11115, 1101 	the title as Steil as he, night he drowned upon 
the return of the tide, is n, mttaoge story indeed : that Moie:1, alto never had Ined lure, 
should kit it the quanti.y and time of the flux and reflux of the itteitSta,  better than 
the E.,!yptiatis themselves in its neighbourhood! Yet doer Arutpums, an ancient hea- 
then 	inform us, thin tits. wnti what the,  1110Ic iguorarit '1.‘Ierni.liites, who lived, 
at a great di :motet!, p .)envied; thout,l1 	tilt( the more listened 1 feliopolitan3, 
who, lived much nearer, tinned the tleAttaction of the Egyi.tislin, and the (kneel-
Lowe of the lit tight's, to hoc been tniractiloum. And de (:iedro, a tnatheamtician, 
wilt; surveyed nil 	tti, li great e‘artne..,, informs tts, that there is uo r:0.1 flu, ur 
reflux in this putt of dm ilea Sea, 10 rive a colour to this 11) pothesis ; nay, dr..; the ele- 
vation  or the tide dui, I. little •tbme 11.11f the heigla if 4 Inati. See P., ty on the 01.1 

Append. p. 1m.), '2 to. !So v.i it nod groundless are therm and the like evasions 
and stiliterfm:es of our model it sceptic t and unlAievers; and so I ertainly do thorough 
itiquir..e,t, and authentic evidence, .1bprove and confute such evasions ant subterfuges 
upon till oecm.ions. 

t 	that hexameter verse, in which "%loses's triumphant song in here said to 
be written, distinctly 'imams, our present ignoranee of the oil chrew metre or measure 
will not Ira uv determine. Nor does it appear to me errtaitt, that even ,loseplms him-
self had a distint I notion of it, though ha .peals of several t,erti of that neore or foci- 
sure, Itot!r ).ere mid cla,wteve, Antic!. Boo:. IV. chi viii. 	41, sn1 Bout VII. ch. 

§ 
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dern ages, whether it happened by the will of God, or whet1 
it happened of its own accord; while for the itake of those tIllt 
accompanied Alexander, king of Macedonia, who yet lived; eon, - 
paratively, but a little while ago, the Pamphylian sea retirerl 
and afforded them a passage through itself*, when they had n• 

• Take here the original passages of the fourfold anthers that still remain, an to ids 
transit of Alexander the Great over the Pamphylian Sca ; I mean of (;allisthenes, Straho, 
Arrian, and Appian.—As to Callisthenca, who himcelf accompanied Alexander in this ex-
pedition, Eustathius, in his notes upon the third Iliad of Homer (as 1)r. Bernard here 
inforths us), says, that " this Callisthcnes wrote, how the Pamphylian sea did not only 
" open a passage for Alexander, but, by rising, and elevating its waters, did pay him ho-
" mage-as its king." Snabo's account. is this, Geog. Book X1V. p. 666," Now about 

Phaselis is that narrow passage, by 	:lea-side, through which Alexander leak!' army. 
" There is a mountain called Climax, which adjoins to the sea of Pamphylia, leaving a 
" narrow passage on the shore, which in calm weather is bare, so as to be passable by 
" travellers, but when the sea overflows, it is covered to a great degree by the stares. 
" Now then, the ascent by the mountains being.round about, and steep, in still weather 
" they makense of the wad along the eolst. But Alexander fell into the winter season, 
" and, committing himself eitielly to fitrunr, he marched on before the waves retired, 
" and so it happened that they were a whole tIty in journeying over it, end were under 
"water up to the navel."—Arrian's ac.otint is this, Book 1. p. 7.2, 73. " When Alex-
" ander removed from Phaselis, he sent some part of his army over the mountain, to 
" Perga ; which road the Thracians showed him. A difficult way it was, but short. 
" However, he himself conducted those that were with hint by the sea-shore. This road 
" is impassaLle at any other time than when the north wind blows; but if the south wind 
" prevail, there is no passing by the shore. Now at this time, after strong south winds, 
" a north wind blew; and that not without the Divine Providence (as both be and they 
" that were with him supposed), and afforded him an easy and quick Passage." Appian, 
when he compares Cmsar and Alexander together, (De Bel. Civil. Book II. p. 512.) says, 
" that they both depended on their boldness and fortune, as much as on their skill in 
" war. As an instance of which, Alexander journeyed over a country without water in 
" the heat.of summer, to the oracle of [Jupiter] Hammon, and quickly passed over the 
" Bay of Pamphylidi when, by Divine Providence, the sea was cut off; thus Providence 
" restraining the sea on his account, as it had sent him rain when he travelled [over the 
" desert]." 

N. B. Sin&, in the days of Josephus, as he assures us, all the more numerous original 
historians of Alexander gave the account he has here set down, as to the providential 
going back: of the waters of the Pamphylian sea, when he was going with his army to de-
stroy the 1 eite;111 monarchy, sallied' the fore-named authors now remaining fully confirm, 
it i, withut fth  just foundation, that Josephus is here blamed, by some lett as risers, for 
rpsnt:4  tho,e 	mulsou, upon tha prtAcut orrtoivri. Nur r.tn tle,  reflection,' of Pht. 
tardy, or any other author later than Josephs, be in the least here alit;:e4 to ,ontradie 

JOsephtei went by nil the evidenee he then kid, ;out that evidence ul ti.e tot t-
themOlort also, 'So that whatever the 111(XIMIS may think of thothini; itself,illi tc d. L. ,ico 

the least colour for finding 'fault with bacillus; he mould rather have been intuit to 
rue, had he omitted these quotations. 	. 
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$11  other way to go; I mean, when it was the will of God to destro 

189 

the monarchy.of 	Persians : and this is confessed to be true 
ky all that have written about the actions of Alexander. But, as 
to these events, let every one determine as be pleases. 

6. On the next day Mosevgathered together the weapons o 
the.Egyptians, which were brought to the camp of the Hebrews, 
by the current of pe sea, mil the force of the wind assisting it 
and he conjectufed that this also happened by Divine Providence' 
that so they might not be destitute of weapons: So when be 
bad ordered the Hebrews to arm themselves with them, he IL 
them to mount Sinai, in order to offer sacrifice to God, and t 
render oblations for the salvation of the multitude, as he w 
charged beforehand. 

   
  



190 	 ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 	Book 

• 
*BOOK III. 

CONTAISINGfr  THE INTERVAL OP TWO YEARS. 

i
[Fiona the  EXODUS out of Egypt; $ the rijectlipz of that G4te-

,'* 	 ration.] 

CHAPTER I. 

t How Moses, when he had brought the people out of Egypt, led 
them to mount Sinai, but not till they had suffered much in 
their journey. 

§ 1.  WHEN  the Hebrews had obtained such a wonderful de-
liverance, the country was a great trouble to them, for it was en-
tirely a desert, and without all sustenance for them; and also 
had exceeding little watet, so that it not only was not at all suf-
ficient for the men, but not enough to feed any of the cattle ; for 
it was parched up, and had no moisture that might afford nu-
triment to the vegetable,,:; so they were forced to travel over this 
country, as having no other country but this to travel in. They 
had indeed carried water along with them from the land over 
which they had travelled before, as their conductor had bidden 
them; but when that was spent, they were obliged to draw water 
out of Wells, with pain, by reason of the hardness of the soil. 
Moreover what water they found was bitter, and not fit for 
drinking, and this in small quainities also. And as they thus 
travelled they came late in the evening to a place called 
Marah*, which had this name.  from the badness of its water, for 
Mar denotiS bitterness. Thither they came afflicted,' both by 

* Dr. 11:ruard talc( s 'mice here, that this pike, Mar, where the waters were bitter, is 
4 

	

	called by the Syrians and Arabians Marini, and by the Syrians sometimes M'orath, all dc- 
the  Hebrew Mar : he also takes notice, that it is called the Bitter Fountain by 

self ; which waters remain there to this day, and are still hitter, as Thevemit 
nes us; and that there arc also abundance of rm.:trees. See his Travels, part I. 

... 
 ' hap. xs.vi. p. ,1 66. 

Ores 
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the tediousness of their journey, and by their want of food, for it 
entirely failed 017 at that time. Now here was it 11761, which 
Made them choose to stay in the place, which, although it were 
not sufficient to satisfy so great an army, did yet afford them 
some COMfrt, as found in such desert places; for they }ward 
from those who had been to search, that there was nothing to be 
found, if they travelled farther. Vet was this water bitter, and 
not lit for men to drink; and not only so, but it was intolerable 
even to the cattle themselves. 

2. When Moses saw how much the people were cast down, 
and that the occasion of it could riot be contradicted,--(ior the 
people were not in the nature of a complete army of men, who 
might oppose a manly fortitude to the necessity that distressed 
them ; the multitude of the children, and of the women also, 
being of too weak capacities to be persuaded by reason, blunted 
the courage of the men themselves 0—Moses therefore was in 
great difficulties, and made eyerrbody's calamity to be his own: 
for they ran all of them to him, and begged of hint ; the women 
begged for their infants, and the men for the women, that be 
would not overlook them, but procure some .way or other for 
their deliverance. 	He therefore betook himself to prayer to 
God, that he would change the water from its present badness, 
and make it fit for drinking. And when God had granted him 
that favour, he took the top of a stick that lay down at his.  feet; 
and divided it in the middle, and made the seetidfriengthways. 
He then let it down into the well, and persuaded the Hebrews 
that Cod Nal hearkened to his prayers, and had promised to ren-
der the water such as they desired it to he, in ease they would 
be subservient to hint in what he should enjoin them to do, and 
this not after a remiss or negligent manner. And when they • 
asked what :they were to do in order to have the water, changed 
for the better, he hid the strongest melt ainiing them that stood 
there, to draw tlp ‘vittery ; and told them, that when the greatest 

The ad.:itions here to Moss's account of the 6,%(ci ruing of the wat.r at 

It teem derived from stnne ancient inofidtv author, end Le Stich nu :+:.;lion :!. Jar IthiLS Ica 
,  authentic titan are usually followed by Joitpluo. • Philo bus not a t.yllalile uP these 

diliiny9, nor uny other anyieroer writt.r that we know of, Had Jniephus writ tun the4t: 
his Antiqnities tbr the use of the Jens, be nt,old hardly have given tin 	these scry 
improbable cirennistances; but Ivriiing to Gentiles, that they might nut 

• •  I iLny tAcuunu of such znintult.4 dented fruit Ct•ot:los, Inc Jid not think po- 
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part was drawn up, the remainder would be fit to drink: so tl 
laboured at it till the water was so agitated and purged as to L. 
Et to drink. 

3. And now, removing from thence they came to Ellin; 
which place looked well at a distance, for there was a grove of 
palm-trees ; but when they came near it, it appeared to be a 
bad place, for the palm-trees were no more than seventy; aid 
they were ill-grown, and creeping trees, by the want of water, 
for.the country about was all parched, and no moisture sufficient 
to water them, and make them hopeful and useful, was derived 
to them from the fountains, which were in number twelve : they 
were rather a few moist places than springs, which nut breaking.  
out of the ground, nor running over, could not sufficiently water 
the trees. And when they dug into the sand, they met with no 
water; and if they tock a few drops of it into their hands, they 
found it to be useless, on account of its mud. The trees also 
were too weak to hear fruit, for want of being sufficiently che-
rished and enlivened by the water. So they laid the blame on 
their conductor, and made heavy complaints against him; and 
said, that this their tnisrable state, and the experience they had 
of adversity, were owing to him ; for that they bad then jour-
neyed an entire thirty days, and bad spent all the provisions they 
had brought with them ; and meeting with no relief, they were 
in a very desponding condition. And by fixing their attention 
upon nothing but their present misfortunes, they were hindered 
from remembering what deliverances they had received from 
God, and those by the virtue and wisdom of Moses also; so 
they were very angry at their conductor, and were zealous in 
their attempt to stone him, asi  the direct occasion of their pre-
sent rtiscries. 

per to conceal .lint 	 had met with.  there about this matter: which procedure is per- 
fectly agreeable: told. 	character and usage of Joseplms upon tnnui occasions. This 
note is, I confe , .ely conjectural : and  since Josephus never tells us whets his own i

i
i, 

 
' 

,t  
copy, taken 	f the temple, bad such additions, or when any ancient notes supplied 
them; or it 	1 miter, they were derived from Jewish, and when from Gentile antiquity; 
we can go 	er then bare conjectures in such ease, ; only the T10;1011% of Jews were 
g,ent ral 	rent from those of Gentiles, that we may sometimes make no improba- 
ble e. 	to is hAi sort such additions belong: ' Set. alto somew hat  like  dir t, ad- 
dititIOn'losephus's acconni of Eli,w, iwki,g sweet the kittet and ban en min nesr.  
Jellilto: Of Ilii War ; B. IV. eh, viii, cs, d. 
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4. But as for Moses himself, while the multitude were irri-
tated and bitterly set against him, he cheerfully relied upon 
God, and upon his consoionsiw ss of the c. re he had talan of 
these 1»s rnt n people : and he came into the midst of them, 
even while they elantoured against him, and had stones in their 
hands in order to dispatch him. Now he \vas of an agreeable 
pre,cnce, and very able'to persuade:the people by his speeches; 
accordingly he began to mitigate their anger, and exhorted them 
not to be over-mindful of their present adversities, lest ;hey 
Should, thereby suffer the benellts that had formerly been be-
stowed on them to slip out of their memories; and he desired 
them by no means, on account of their present uneasiness, to 
cast tle 	Toat and wonderful favours and gifts, which they had 
obtained of God, out of their minds, but to expect deliverance 
Out of those their present troubles which they could not free 
thentselvcsfrom, and this by the means of that Divine Providence.  
which watched over them ; Seeing it is probable, that God tries 
their virtue, and exercises their patience by these adversities, 
that it nnty appear what fortitude they have, and what memory 
they retain of his former wonderful worl6s in their favour, and 
Itliethcr they will not think of them upon occasion of the mise-
ries they now feel. lie told them, it appeared they were not 
really good t»en, either in patience, or in remembering • what 
had been suceessfully'done for them, sometimes by..contemning 
God, and his commands, when by those commands they left the 
land of Egypt ; and sometimes by behaving themselves ill to-
wards him who was the servant of God, and this when he had 
never deceived them, either, in what he said, or had ordered . 
them to do by God's commands. He also put them in mind of 
all that had passed : how the_ • ti',gyptians were destroyed when 
they at t em pte,1 to detain them, contrary to the command et 
Cod ; and after what miiimer the very same riN er was to the 
others  bloody, and not fit for &inking, but -Was to them 
sweet, an.: fit for iritileine: ; and how they %vent 	road 
through the sea, which fled a long way from them, ix which 
very means they were themselves preserved, but ssw their crle-,. 

destroyed; and that when they were in want of weapon_', 
C r'd gave them plenty of them; and so he recounted all the par-
ticular instances, how when they were, in appearance, ju3t. troing 

vo!.. 
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to be destroyed, God had saved them in a surprising manner; 
that he had still the same power; and "that they ought not even 
now to despair of his providence over them; and accordingly he 
exhorted them to continue quiet, and to consider that help will 
not come too late, though it come not iinmediately, if it be 
present with them bethre.they suffer any great misfortune; that
they ought to reason thus, that. God delays to assist them, •o$ 
because he has no regard to them, but because he will first try. 

r 	
their fortitude, and the pleasure they take in their freedom, that"

it 
 be may learn whether you have souls great enough to bear want 

of food, and scarcity of water, on its account; or whether you 
rather love to.  be slaves, as cattle are slaves to such, as own them, 
and feed them liberally, but only in order to make them more 

r

useful in their service. That as for himself, he shall not be so 

[

much concerned for his own preservation; for if he die unjustly, 
he shall not reckon it any affliction ; but that he is concerned for 
them, lest, by casting stones at him, they should be thought to 
condemn God himself. 	 • 	, 

r 

	

	
5. By this means Moses pacified• the people, and restrained 

them from stoning him, aid brought them to repent of what 
11,  they were going to do. And because he thought the necessity 
i 	they were under made their passion le;s• unjustifiable, he thought 
r  he ought to apply himself to God by prayer and supplication; 

and going up to an eminence, he requested of God for'some, 
succour for the people, and some way of deliverance from the 
want they were in, because hi him, and in him alone, was their 

i 	hope of salvation: and he desired that he would forgive what 
necessity had forced the people to do, since such was the nature 
of mankind, hard to please, and very complaining under adver-
sities. Accordingly God promised he would take care of them, , r  and afford them the succour they were desirous of. Now whe 

r 
P  Moses had heard this from God, he came down to the multi 

tilde : but as soon as they saw him joyful at the promises he had: • 
'  received from God, they changed their sad countenances int 
W

I. 
 gladness. So he placed himself in the midst of them, and tol 

.. -  them, he came to bring them from God a deliverance out o 
their present distresses. Accordingly a little after came a vas 

pi  • - number of quails, which is a bird more plentiful in this Arabia 
ulf than any where else, flying over the sea, rind hovered' 
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over them, till wearied with their laborious flight, and, indeed, 
as usual, flying very near to the earth, they fell down upon the 
Hebrews, who caught them, and satisfied their hunger with 
them, and supposed that this was, the method whereby God 
meant to supply them of food. Upon which Moses returned 
thanks to God for affording them his-assistance so suddenly, and 
sooner than he had promised them. 

G. But presently after this first supply of food, he sent them 
a second: for as Moses was lifting up his hands in prayer, a dew 
fell down ; and Moses, when he fom'd it stick to his hands, sup-
posed this was also come for food from ciiod.to them : he tasted 
it; and perceiving that the people knew not what it was, and 
thought it .no-tved, and that it was what usually fell at that time 
of the year, he informed them, -that this dew did not fall from 
heaven after the manner they imagined,• but came for their pre-
servation and sustenance. So he tasted it, and gave them some 
of it, that they might be satisfied about what he had told them. 
They als6 imitated their conductor, and were pleased with the 
food, for it was like honey in sweetness and pleasant taste, but 
like in its body to bdellium, one of the sweet spices, but in big-
ness equal to coriander seed. And very earnest they were in 
gathering it : but they were enjoined to gather it equally';, the 
measure of an homer for each man every day, because this food 
should not come in too small a quantity, lest thettaker might 
not be able to get their share, by reason of the overbearing of 
the strong in collecting it. However, these strong men, when 
they had gathered more than the measure appointed for them, 
they had no more than others, but only tired themselves more 
in gathering it, for they found no more than an homer apiece; 
and the advantage they got by what was superfluous was none 
at all, it corrupting, both by the worms breeding in it, and by 
its bitterness. 'So divine and wonderful a food this was ! it also 
supplied the want of other sorts of food to those that fed on it.  
And even.  now in all that place this manna comes down in raint, 

*  It seems to me from what Moses, Excvi. xvi.  is, St. Paul, t1 Cor. ciii. 15, and 
Joxerltus here says, compared together, that the quantity of manna that fell daily, and 
did not Imlay, wax just so much us came to an homer apiece, through the whole host 
of Israel, and no more. 

j- This supposal, that the sweet honey-dew or manna, so celebrated in ancient and 
!Swim authors, as failing usually in Aralaia, was of the very same sort with this crancac 

	

o2 	• 
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according to what Moses then obtained of 0,ed, to send it to the 
people I.)r thc..ir sustenance. Now the Hebr.nvs call this food 
manna; for the particle nm,• in our larguage, is the asking of 
a (Auestion, What is this ? So the llebrc•ws  %ere very joyful at 
what was sent them, from hec.ven. Now they made use of this 
food l'orforty years, Or as long as they were in the wilderness. 

7. As st.on as they were retnov( d thence, they came to 14- 
1;;'ing 	cl to the last degree by thirst ; and while 

in 	fhr.,roiio t,a s they had lit on a fey sihall fountains, 
but NOW h end the,earth entirely c'.1•stitute of water, they were in 
an evil case. ,''_'hey again turned their anger ce4ctiost‘ Moses; 
hut he at fiat avoided the fury of the multitude, and then  he— 
took hie soli to prayer to (red, beseeching him, 	as he had 
given tit; la :acrd When they Irere in the greatest Ivotlli of it, so 
li ‘Vt L itt  give them drink, silic:the' favour of giving thon fond 
Wit: or onvalne to thcn1 Si 	hail nothing Lc chink. And 
Ootl c'id not delay to 1..cive it (him, rut promi:cal .i'yloses he Ivould 
pr:.:‘!;ne them a fountain,. and plenty of v,-;,ter limn a place they 
(lid not expect any : so he commaaed him to smite the rock 
which they saw lying there*, with his rod, and Mit of it to re-
ceive plenty of what they wanted; for he had taken care that 
drink should C'on:e to them without any labour or. pains-taking. 
-When Moses had received this command from God, he came to 
the people who waited for him, and looked upon him, for they 
saw already that he was coming apace from his eminence. As 
soon as lie was come Ile told them, that (sod would deliver them 

sent to the L.raelites, Savo':rs mere of Centilisin than of Julaisin or Chri....ianity. It is 
not imArobable that some ate-leat tit:utile tiuth_r, read by d'oscplats, to thought; nor 

aOli would he litre coot 	ni, thous_0. just before, and An del. B. IV. ch. iii. sect.  2., he 
sear,..,lit vetly to el 	.. tat it had not been seen before. llowvicr, th;,, food front hea- 
ver;  i.;  1,,fe del,.;ribeil to  be like snow; and in Artaputim, a heathen '.ricer, it is con-I-
van:tit° meal," like to oat ineal, it; colour like to snow, rained th,a,tt by Cod," Essay on 
the. Old Te:.1.. apprft. p. :1;0. But te, to tic derivation of the word rmouta, whether 
•from ;rutty. hick dosaphttsst.y.; tla•rt •,ignift^d, " what is it." or from tokrovilt, "to divide," 
i. i. rodivillcwl or vottiort allotted to carry one, it  15 tirt:rt:11)1:  I incline to the latter 
derivation. This manna is called a:1;er. food, Pal. l.;xviii.  26;; :and by  our Saiiour, 
Joit, vi. 31, 8te. as well as  by Jo 'Thus here and elsewhere, .1ittig. 11. III. chap. v. 
seet. :t,'said to he sent the dress from heaven. 

• This rock is there at Iltis di,, 113 the travellers agree; and roust lit. the Lame as tai 
there in the days of loses, as being too Jari;e to Le brought thither Ly oar wedeln 
,can,.;k4g(%3. 
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Qom their ureseilt.dH- ress, and 	gi•an:cd them an air.•:n:wetod 
favour; and iLiformed them, that a 	 ru n 	thei r  
sal;cs out of the rock. 	But they were anni::cd at that Ite,ariu•-, 
snpoosing :lley wore of nYvessitv to cat .d);• 	in pieces, in 
they .1.nre distressed by their thir-t. and hy 	 w!n*. 

oul:, smititie; the rock with „his. 
out of it hurst o:71 \vater, and that in rrcm 	 and 
Clear. Put they were astonished at this woir!er:ni 	; 
a it were, quenched their thirst by the very 	it. So 1: 
drank this  plcarit, this  sweet Water ; and such is seemed to h., 
as might well be expected \Iliac God was Elie d Tor. r 
weft. Also in atitnii:!tion how Moses Was honotil 

they made grateful rourns of sacrifices to (and for 	:,1011,n,n 
towards them. Now that scripture illeh is laid Up in the tc111-
11IC4:., informs us, how (laid foretold to Moses, that. Nvater should 
in this 1111111OCI be derived out of the rock. 

CHAPTER II. 

Hole the ,Imalekites, and the neighbouring nations, wade  21*(11. 
With MO IlehreWS, ant/ 	-beaten, and lost a great part of 
their 

§ I.  TUE name of the 11(zbrews began already to lie every 
where renowned, and rumours about them ran abroad. This 
made the inhabitants of those countries to be in no small fear. 
Accordingly they sent ambassadors to one another, and exhorted 
one  another to defend themselves, and to endeavour to destroy 
thenne men. Those that induced the rest to do so, were such as 
inlmbited Gobolitis and Petra. They were called Atualckitcs, 
aitiel were the most warlike of the nations that lived thereabout; 
and whose 1;ing.: exhorted one another, and their nei:;ithours, to 
go to  this War ap;:i111St the HOWCWS; telling them, that an army 
of sttangyrs, mid such a one as had run away from slavery under 

Nom here, ilrit dic 	1)014• of the principal laws of lAloJei is over said Itt be lin;,1 
the 	itsolf, hut the larger Pent-It: Itch, as hero, somewhere within the 

:in,1 it-, court.: only. 	See .Inthi. 13. V. chip- i. § 17. 
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the Egyptians, ]Ay in wait to ruin then), which army they were 
not, ill common prudence and regard-to their own 
overlook, but to crush them belbre they gather stren:sth, and 
come to be in prosperity ; and perhaps attack them first in a 
hostile manner, as pi esu 	pou our indolence in not attacking 
them before; and that we ()light to  avenge ourselves of them for 
what they have dune in the wilderness, but that this cannot ke .  
so well dune  when they have once laid their hands on,uur 
and our goods : that those who endeavour to crush a power in 
its first rise, are wiser than those that endeavour to put a stop to • 
its progress when it is become.formidahle ; kr.  these last seem. 
to be angry only at the flourishing of others, but the fOrmer do 
not leave any room for their enemies to become troublesome to 
then]. After they had sent such ainbassages to the neighbouring 
nations, and among one another, they resolved to attack the He-
brews in battle. 

'2. These proceedings of  the people of those countries occa. 
sioned perplexity and trouble to Moses, who expected no such 
warlike preparations. And when these nations were ready to 
fight, and the multitude of the Hebrews were obliged to try the 
fortune of war, they were iu a mighty disorder, and in want of 
all necessaries., and yet were to make war with men who were 
thoroughly well prepared for it. Then therefore it was that 
Moses began to encourage them, and to exhort them to have a 
good heart, and rely on God's assistance, by which they had 
been advanced into a state of freedom, and to hope for victory 
over those who were ready to fight with them, in order to de-
pri%-e them of that blessing. That they were to suppose their 
own army to he numerous, wanting malting, neither weapons, 
nor inory, nor- provisions, nor such other conveniences as when 
men ate ha possest,ion of they fight undauntedly; and that they 
are to judge themselves to have all these advantages in the 
divine assistance. They arc also to suppose the enemies' army 
to he small, unarmed, weak, and such as want those conveni-
ences which they know must he warned, when it is God's will 
that they shall be beaten. And how valuable Cod's assistance 
is, they had experienced' in abundance of trials;, and these such 
as were more terrible than war, for that is only against men, but 
these were aninstfamine and :thirst, things indeed that were 
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in their own nature insuperable; as also against mountains, and 
that sea which afforded them no way of escaping: yet had all 
these difficulties been conquered by God's gracious kindness to 
them. So he exhorted them to be courageous ,at this time, and 
to look upon their entire prosperity to depend on the present 
conquest of their enemies. 

3. And with these words did Moses encourage the multitude, 
who then called together the princes of their tribes, and their 
chief men, both separately and jointly. The young men he 
charged to obey their elders, and the elders to hearken to their 
leader. So the people were elevated in their minds, and ready 
to try their fortune in battle, and hoped to be thereby at length 
delivered from all their miseries: nay, they desired that Moses 
would immediately lead them against their enemies without the 
least delay, that no backwardness Might be a hinderance to their 
present resolution. So Moses sorted all that were fit for war 
into different troops; and set Joshua, the son of Nun, of the 
tribe of Ephraim, over them ; one that was of great courage, 
and patient to undergo labours; of great abilities to understand, 
and to speak what was proper; and very serious in the worsWp 
of God; and indeed made, like another Moses, a teacher of 
piety towards God. He also appointed a small party of the 
armed men to be near the water; and to take cam of the child-
ren, and the women, and of the entire camp. So that whole 
night they prepared themselves for the battle: they took their 
weapons, if any of them had such as-were well made, and at-
tended to their commanders as ready to rush forth to the battle, 
as soon as Moses should give the word -of command. Moses 
also kept awake, teaching Joshua after what manner he should 
order his camp. Itut when the day began, Moses called for Joshua 
again, and exhorted loin to approve himself in deeds such a 
one as his reputation made men expect from him; and to gain 
glory by the present expedition, in the opinion of those under 
him, for> his exploits. in this battle. He also gave a particular 
exhortation to the principal men of the Hebrews, and encouraged 
the whole army as it stood armed before him. And when he had 
thus animated the army,, both by his words and works, and pre. 
pared every thing, he retired to a mountain, and committed tit* 
army to God and to .Jos1ma, 

   
  



IV 

200 	 ANTIQUITIES OF 'I TIE JEWS. 	 13001( 

1. So the armies joined baffle; and it came to a close fight 
band to hand, both sides showing grcaralaerity, and encouraging 
one another. And ii ccii while Moses stretched out his hands 
towards heat eni:, the liebrews 1Vere too hard for the Amalekitcs: 
but Moses not l'reing able to sustain iii, hands thus 'stretched out 
(fbr as often as he let down his hands, so often were his own 
peoploworsted), he had his brother Aaron, and liur, their *ter 
Miriam's husband, to stand on each ,ifie. of him, and take hold 

i 	of his hands, and not permit his weakness to prevent it, but to 

I pitied also th e neighbouring ,rations,ions, and got great and splendid 

-  assist him in the extension of his hands. When this %vas done, 
the Hebrew seyoquered the Amalekites by tuain.lnice ; :AO it

they had all perishcd,,  unless the approach of the night 
obliged the 1-1.,.!ltrews to de!'ist front killing any more. So our 

night.

'  'falters obtaiilLA a most f.:ignal .and most 'sel.,onable vietoty ; fur 
hoy not only 0...:rcatue threxthat fought against them, {1111 ter- 

• ri 
advantage, which they obtained of their enemies by their hard 
pains in this battle; for when they had taken the • enemies' 
camp, they got.ready booty for the public, and for their own pri-

-ate families, whereas till then they had not any sort of plenty,t 
ot: even necessary food. The foremcntioned battle, when they 
had once got it, was also the occasion of their prosperity, not 
only for the present, hut for the future ages also; for they not 
only made slaves of the bodies of their enemies, but subdued 
their minds also, and, after this battle, became ten ible to all that 
dwelt round about thorn. Moreover they acquired a cast quan- 
tity of riches; for a great deal of silver arid gold was left in the 
enemies' camp; as also brazen ves,c1s, which they made com- 
pon use of in their families; Man..; utensils also that were cm- 

' This etvinent circumstance, th:'t v.bile 11T(..i..s's Lauds IVC11e  lift up towarda heaven, 
the Leelite;gireviilt:d, and 1.,1d1c (key WU:2 let down towards the c ccli, (he Amalekites 
pre‘i:Ili'd, f 1.:(1:14to  In 4'tlie earliest intimation We'  has' of Ille 111Orcr  pt,Attre, u.:.i.a of old, 
in so!emn prays:, rehash nal the strctelliti: out rde Ilte hands [and eyes] teii!ndc lit acen, 
a.; other ppsages of tlie 011 an:; New T,'.6,„,:,,,,,, i.rinin  Its. Nay, by the wily, thi.3 pos-
.  um scans  to  have continued in th, Cini,tian church., till clue eltigy, instead of Icalning 

,:ir pray ,r9 by bealq .kctul them Hut of a Ileolc, st.11:ch it, in great me,,suie, inconsistert 
with such an elevated posture, and uhi, h scans to Inc. to have heel] Hilly a I.:RI practi( e 
intto,inced under the cotturt state cli.  the .eimrch; though titt,cowittit I  1..e  of divine 

ites er prayer,'•praise, and thaol,tigivinl,;, itpix.are, to ttle to sacs "been the practice  of 

. 
 ,. od's trelle, pt.ttridel:3, JcItT., and Christian,, in all the past a:,(-5, 

 	.., 
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broidered, there were of both sorts, that is, of what were weal, A, 
and what were the ornaments of their armour, and other thin 43 
that served for use in the family, and for the furnitme of their -
rooms ; tlt.v it.  it also the prey of their cattle, and in' whatsoever 
use.i to fo!low :•iunps, when they remove from one 7!ace to ano- 
ther. So 	f ebruwF now valued:themselves upon their cou- 
rage;  and  .eraitned yeat merit for their valour ; and they per- • 
petually ironed tlieni,ich.es to tape pains, by whielt they de,nned 
every difficulty mirrht be surmounted. Such \very the copse-
quenees or this battle. • 

5. Ott the nest day, Moses stripped the dead bodies of their 
enetniei, • and Irathered torethor the armour of tho:e that were 
11(4! and 97ave rewards •to such as had signalised themselves in 
the nciion; ;Ind highly commended Joshua, their general, who 
"as attisted to hy all the army, on account of the great actions 
he had done. Nor was any one of the I lehrews slain; but the 
slain of the enemies' army were too many to 'be enuardrated. 
So Alose-; eillaa'd sacrifices of thanksgiving to God, and built an 
altar, winch he named, The Lord the Conqueror. Ile also fore-
told, that the Amalekites should utterly be destroyed; and that 
hereafter none of them should remain, because they fought 
against the Hebrews, aril this when they were in the wilderness, 
and in their distress also. Moreover, he refreshedj,he army with 
feasting. And thus did they fight this first battle with those that • 
ventured to oppose them, after they were gone out of Egypt. 
tut when M6ses had celebrated this festival for the victory, he 
Permitted the Hebrews to rest for a few days, and then he brought 
them out after the fight, in order of battle; 'for they had now 
4latty Soldiers in light armour. And going gradually on, he came 
to mount Sinai, in three months'. time after they WCIV reIlloVe.d 
Out

i 
 of Egypt; at which mountain,, as we have before related, the 

`ion of the bush, and the other wonderful appearancos, had 
haPpened. 
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CHAPTER Ill.  

That Mos,_'s kindly r(yriccd h:s .P-dhe;•-in.law Jethro, when  he 
ta,,ze to hint to.  mount Sinai. 

I 

NOW  when Ramie] Moses's father-in-law, understood in 
what a prosperous condition his affairs were, he willingly came 
to meet him: and Mose:: took Zipporah his wife, and his child'  
ren, and pleased himself with his coming. And when he hal 
offered sacrifice he made a feast for the multitude, near the bush 
he had formerly seen ; which multitude, every one, according to 
their families, partook of the feast. But Aaron, and his tinnily, 
took Raguel, and sung hymns to God, as to him who had been 
the author and procurer of their deliverance, and their freedom. 
They also praised their conductor, as him by whose virtue it was 
that all things had succeeded so well .  Vl jai 'them. Ragucl also, 
in his eucharistical oration to Motes, made great encomiums 
upon the whole multitude : .and he could not but admire Moses 
for his fortitude, and that humanity he had showed in the delicely 
of his friends. 

CHAPTER 1V. 

How Raguel suggested to Moses to set M peop e in order, up? et 
their rulers qf thousands, and rulers qf hundreds, who lined 
without order before: and how Moses complied im all things 
with his father-in, low's admonition. 

§ 1.  THE  next day, as Raguel saw Moses in the midst of  a  
crowd of business, (for he determined the differences of those 
that referred them to him, every one still going to him, and sup-
posing that they should then only obtain justice, if he were the  4  
arbitrator; and those that lost their causes, thought it no harm, 
while they thought they lost them justly, and not by partiality.)  . 
Raguel, however, said nothing to him at that time, a, n,t de- 
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*:rOUS to he any hinderance to such as had a mind to make 
of the virtue of their .  rmductor. But afterward he took him 

• to himself; and when he had him alone, he instructed him in 
what he ought to do; and advised him to leave the trouble of  . 
lesser. causes to others, but himself to take care of the -greater, 
and of the people's safety; for that certain others of the Hebrews  
might be found that were fit to determine causes, but that no-  i 
body but a Moses could take care of, the safety of so many ten  1 
thousands. "Be not therefore," says he," insensible, of thine own  'I 
virtue, and what thou bast done' by ministering under God to  !; 
the people's preservation. Permit, therefore, the determination  .' 
of common causes to' be done by others, but do thou reserve thy-
.elf to the attendance on God only, and look out for methods of 
preserving the multitude from their present distress. Make use 
of the method 1 suggest to you, as to human affairs; and take a  1 . 
review of the army, and.appoint chosen rulers over tens of thou-
sands, and then over thousand;; then  divide them  into five 
hundreds, and again into hundreds, and into fifties; and set ru-  1 
lers over each of them, who may distinguish them into thirties, 
and keep them in order; and at least number them by twenties 
and by tens: and let there be one commander over each number, 
to be denominated from the number of these over whom they 
Are rule's, hut such as the whole multitude have' tried, and do .J. 
approve as being good and righteous men*; and let these rulers 
decide the controversies they have one with another. But if any 
great cause arise, let them bring the cognisance of it before the  4 
rulers of a higher dignity; but if any great difficulty arise that  •; 
is too hard for even their determination, let them send it to 
thee. ]lye these means two advantages will he gained ; that the  4  
I lebrews would have justice dome them ; and thou wilt be able ' 

 1to attend constantly on God, and procure him to he  more 
favourable to the people." 

!?. This was the admonition of Miguel ; and Moses recttre,  
Lis advice,vcry kindly, and acted according to his suggestion. 
Nor  did he conceal the invention of this method, nor pretend to 

• This trimmer of eleczinL thz jodges and officers of the Israelites by the testimt 'des 	• 
Ttl 1 roffial.:;va  of the }Tills!, befo:e they were ortlaived by Gvd, or by Mores, deacryto 

caretudy voted, bream, it war the pdttent of the like manner of the ehoitv and of- • 
edvatlost birdlopa, }rest; ten, and tkavevit, in the Chr tat church. 
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it himself, but informed the multitude who it was that invented 
it: nay, he has named Naguel in-  the books he wrote, as the 
person who invented this ordering of the people, aS'thinkin:,  it 
right to give a true testimony to Nvorthy  persons, although he 
might have gotten reputation by ascribing to himself the inven-
tions of other men Whence we may learn the virtuous dispo-
sition of Moses: but of such his disposition, we shall itar tap- 
per occasion to speak in other places of these books. 

CHAPT7A  V. 

t Rote .Moser a.c.cended np to numnt Sinai, and receired laws from 
God, and (Micered tiumt to the Hylvews. 

1. 1;OW Moses called the multitude tog:ithcr;  and told tina•t 
that he was going front them unto mount Sinai to converse 
with Ciod; to receive from hint, and to bring back with him, a 
ecrtitH Gracie : but he enp')ined them to pitch their tents near 
the nr,-.niain, and prefer the habitation that was nearest to (':o.:, 
before one more remote. When he had said this, he asectult'd 
up to mount Sinai, which is the highest of all the mon  r  twins 
that are in that eountry, and is not only very difficult to be' as-
cended by men, on account of its vast altitude, but because of 
the sharpness of its precipices also; nay, indeed, it cannot be 
looked at without pain of the eves : and besides this, it was ter-
rilde and inaccessible, on account of the rumour tkit passed 
about, that God dwelt there. But the Ilebrews removed their 
tents as Ale:,es had bidden them, and took possession of the low-
est parts of the mountain; and were elevated in their minds, in 

"r: Sitc•e,t1d, itir...titt.tivi Sinai is here .titi.1 to he tic: 111.,.11e.r of all c!n: Itiotmtaile; ll Lu 
are irkitIto reilittly, itiittri.t I,e tint lime e:tiled Si.i• 	1<atl,:aririe..t,IvIti,it  l'i l/M` thin' 11.1 .. : , ‘ l' 

tilVdd Illlit *, .;thin .:  tt-iile•inf it, note e dird :•iiiii, r..; .:\ Ita:s. Thevetiot ititorio ttr., .1frat eis, 
irirt I. e1 .7 i t. •• .. i i. re tre.-.. 	'flit i tl....t. I. iii., ! et it, If is. Ii, i. Itever teed I.)' .Ii.5,  i l i a ,, 
teed 1:. Ili+, Ad 	its :,:ore ait.tae;..  :10. 1:.-., I .ti..,:, e.,1, teltc.lite tit, 1 laciit. • r cf.. la- :y 

.14•16..., a' ::-..e. :d itas ii 	tri.lic ..,11,.....); tl.i• AFtltiati-., Citihott.ite,, :,i,i1 ell,er 11......i.,:.:. 
t ci%-.0....d;, ...iv .1 0 1".ili1 , i.. I..: tl.i. :-ilirter.-. :::,--., that Elllodi ttet,t2  .0.1Le Id, -I 
rnmed of fied, .itiot pints itt.tir ..-.1,6, A'Idfl. I. VIII. 'I' .:). 	.ill. .,  7. tl,•.t he e.•!.:. 

m 1.11t, 	ottilir,in 0M:A :-;i::.:: : ned Jet.,00. 	It.-..,-
.
• eite,i 1...., I.' :. IItei •oe 	.-a 

	

, 	..., tl. it he t« is rot  
'N.. iti. , titi.....i.1 19  lire. tteut.-.111.7.', H. -.I rd:', C.........!). 	:-....„- :‘,.' -....10, 1..,1, 1;. 
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c\pectation that "1Ioms would return from God with prom' :•s of 
the good things he had proposed to them : so they feasted and 
waited for their conductor, anti kept themselves pure as in other 
respects,. and not accompanyin ..vi:11 their wives for three days, 
as he had before ordered them I 10. Ind they prayed to God, 
that be ‘could favourably receb..' Aoses i n hi.: conversing with 
him : and bestow some such ::11.t. upon them by which they 
nti(4-ht live well. They also lived more plentifully as to their diet; 
and put on their wives and children more ornamentrd and de-
cent clothing than they usually wore. 

2. So they passed two days in this way of feasting: but on 
the third day, before the sun was up, a cloud spread itself over 
the whole camp of the Hebrews, such a one as none had be-
fore seen, and encompassed the place where they had pitched 
their tents; and while all the rest of the air was clear, there 
came strong NVilldS, that raised up large showers of min, which 
became a mighty tcmpcst. There was also such. lightning, as 
was terrible to those that saWit ; and thunder, \kith its thnnder-
bolts, was sent down, and dcelarod God to be there present in 
at gracious way to stah as Moses desired 	be gracious. 
Now, as to these matters, every one of my readers may think as 
lie ult4i5cs ; but ant under a necessity of relating this history as 
it is (lest-vibe(' in the sacred book-,4. This sight, and the amaz-
ing- sounds that cattle to their ears,-  disturbed t1 e Flenre,,vs to a 
Im)digious degree, for they were not such as they were accus-
tomed to; and then the rumour that was spread abroad, how 
God frtincnted,that tnouni:aio, greatly astonished (lair minds, so 
they sorrowfidly contained thcrilalves within their tentJ, a=i both 
supposing, Moses to he tic,tro.-,-;s1 by t11,. divhie wrath, and ex-
pecting the like destruction for .:hcinsel, ver 

3. 1,1'hon they wom naer these apprchenic,nc, 	ap- 
peared as joyful and greatly e-,:aited. When they saw 111:11, tlicy 
were freed front tlwir fear, aur. admitted of :la  )re 

hopes as' to what was teFtii!ov. Tile air also wos beco:ne 
and pill: Or its former di,.:nrcleN, upon thc uppe:cm 
1'k/ hereupon he called to4ether the people to a co:340:uiult, ill 
order to their hearing 
they 	

what God would ate'to them : and,  when 
were gathered together, lie ,toad no nit cruirence whcnce 

the' might all hear  bun, and said, " Cod has roccivc.1 
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t,  graciously, 0 Hebrews, as he had formerly done ; and has  eti 
"suggested a happy method of lMing for you, and an order 
" of political government, and is now present in the camp : I 
" therefore charge you for his sake, and the sake of his Works 
"  and what we have done by his means, that you do not put 
" a low value on what I am going to say, because the com-
" mends have been given by me that now deliver them .o you, 
" nor because it is the tontrue of a man that delivers them to 
" you; but if you have a due regard to the great importance of 
" the things themselves, you will understand the greatness of 
" him whose institutions they are, and who has not disdained to 
" communicate them to me for our common advantage; for it 
" is not to be supposed, that the author of these institutions  13 

"  barely Moses, the son of Amram and Joehebed, but he who 
" obliged the Nile to run bloody for your sakes, and tamed the 
" haughtiness of the Egyptians by various sorts of judgements ;. 
" he who provided a way through the sea for us; he who con-.  
" trived a method of sending us.  food from heaven, when .  we 
" were distressed fOr want of it;• he who made the water to issue 
" out of a rock, when we had very little of it before; he by 
" whose means Adam was made to partake of the fruits both of  1 
" the land and of the sea; he by whose means Noah escaped 
" the deluge ;.• -he by whose means our forefather Abraham, of a 
" wandering pilgrim, was made the heir of the land of Canaan ; 
" he by whose means Isaac was born of parents who were very 
" old; he by whose Means Jacob was adorned with twelve vir-
" tuous sons; -he by whose. me:ins Joseph became a potent had 
" over the Egyptians:' he it is who'conveys these instructions to 
" von by me as his interpreter.  And let them be. to you yeller-
" able, and contended for more earnestly by you than your own 
" children, atykyour own wives; for if you will follow them, you 
" will lead ,'. ilhippy life ; you will enjoy the land fruitfol, the.  •'  
" sea calni.,.. nd the fruit of the womb born complete, as nature 
" rcgctilii3 you will he also terrible to your enemies : for I have 
"  beeiCadtnitted into the presence of God, and been made a 
" heette)of his incorruptible vice; so great is his concern for 
66  veer nation, and  its  duration." . 	 .f. 

4.11Ylten he had said this, be brought the people, with their . 	.. 
ulvez and children, so tiNi.r the mountain, that they might hear 
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,'  God himself speaking to them about the precepts which they 
were to practise; that the energy of what should be spoken 

'  might not he hurt by its utterance by that tongue of  et man, 
which could but imperfectly deliver it to their understanding. 

,,And they all heard a voice that  .eanie to all of them frOm above, 
,insomuch that no one of these words escaped them, which 
.1oscs wrote in two tables ; which it is not lawful for us to set 

„own directly, but their.  import we will declare. 
5. The first commandment teaches us, that there is but one 

'God, and that we ought to worship him only. The second corn-
.  tnands us, not to make the image of any living creature to wor-

hip it. The third, that we must not swear by God in a false 
-antler. The foUrth, that we must keep the seventh day, by 

esting. from all sorts of work. The fifth, that we must honour 
our parents. The sixth, that we must abstain from murder. 

`The seventh, that we must not commit adultery. The eighth, I

l  

that we must not be guilty of theft. The ninth, that we must 
of bear false witness. The tenth, that we must not admit of the 

jdesire of any thing that is another's. 
.  6. Now when the multitude had heard God himself giving 
.iose precepts which MoSes had discoursed of, they rejoiced at 
what was said ; arid the congregation' 	was di,solved: but on the 

- 'following days they 'came, to his'tent, and desired him to bring 
them besides other laws from God., Aceordiii:41v he appointed 1;  
.; uch laws ; and afterwards informed them, in what mariner they 
..should act in all cases : which laws I shall make mention of in 
their proper time ; but I shall reserve nny,t of those laws Jri 
Another workt, and make there a distinet„explication of them. 

7. When matters were brought to this, state, Moses went up 
again to mount Sinai, of whichhe had told them beforehand. 

6,.He made his ascent in their sight; and while he staid there so 
long a time (for he was absent from them forty days), fear 
seized upon the Hebrews, lest Moses should have come to any 
harm; nm was there any thing else so sad, and that so much 

* Of this and another like superstition, notion of the Phitrisees, which Jotoplitis 
complied with, see the note on Antlq. B. II. chap: xis. sect. 4. 
t This other work of Josephus's here referred 1.:), VOWS to be that which dues 

not  apprir to have been ever published, which vet he hhundcd to puhliilt, shout the 

igeasona of many oldie laws of Muses : of•wliich sec the rule (Pt the l'rellice, sect. 4, 
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troubled them, as this supposal that 1NIoses was perilied. Now 
there was a 	their sentiments about it ; smile saying 
flea he was frhen 4inong wild beasts, and those that were of 
this opinion were el:iefiy such its were ill disposed le.  Idto ; but 
others sn‘ing, that he was depameo and gow, to (:od ; hot the 
wiser sort were led by their reason to embrace neither of those 
opinion,: with any satisfac- ion, tliinkim, that its it wtts,  a thitig that 
sometimes hii3pens to men to WI among wild liestq, an?! perish 
that v,•:t2.-, so it was probable enough that be m4;ht dcparf and 
go to Cod, on iccount of his virtue; they therefore were quirt, 
and expected the event . yet were.  they exceeding sorry upon the 
supitosiil thitt they were deprived of a governor, and a protector, 
such a . one indeed as they could never recover again : nor 
would this suspicion give then) leave to expect any comfortable 
event itliout this man, nor could they prevent their trouble and 
melancholy upon this  occasion. However, the camp durst not 
remove all this while, because Moses had bid them afore to stay 
there. 

8. But when the forty days, And as many nights, were over, 
Moses came down, having tasted nothing of food usually ap-

-pointed for the rto:Tishment of men. His appearance filled the 
army with gladness, and he declared to them what care•tiod had 
of them, and by what manner of conduct of their lives they 
might live happily ; telling them, that during these days of his 
absence, he had suggested to him also that he would have a ta-
bernacle built for him, into which he would descend vlien he 
came to them ; and how we should carry it altout with us when 
we remove from this place ; and that there would be no longer 
any occasion for moire;- up to mount Sinai, but. that lus would 
himself come and pitch his tabernacle amongst ti, 'and he pr:-
sent at our fDrayerAas also, that the tabernacle should be of 
such measnrcs and7nstructions as he had showed him, and that 
you arc cto fall to the work, and proecute it diligently. When 
he had said this, he showcd them the two tables, with ,the com-
mandments en:7aved npon them, five upon each table; and the 
writing was by the hand of God. 
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ClIAPTER Ale 

Co, :e, riling the Tabernacle which Moses built in the wilderness 
jOr the honour qf' God, and tchich seemed to be a temple. 

§ 1. HEREUPON the Israelites rejoiced at what they had seen 
and heard of their conductor, and were not wanting in diligence 
according to their ability; but they brought silver, and, gold, 
and brass, and of the best sorts of wood, and such as would not 
at all decay by putrefaction: camels' hair also, add :sheep-skins; 
sonic of them dyed of a blue colour, and some of a scarlet; 
seine brought the flower for the purple colour, and others for white, 
with wool dyed by the flowers aforementioned; and fine linen 
and precious stones, which those that use costly ornaments set in 
ouches of gold ; they brought also a great quantity of spices; for 
of these 'materials did Moses build the tabernacle, which did not 
at all differ from a moveable and ambulatory temple. Now 
when these things were brought together with great diligence, 
for every one was ambitious to further the work even beyond 
their ability, he set architects over the works, and this by the 
command of God; and indeed the very same which the people 
themselves would have chosen, had the election been allowed to 
them. Now their names are set down in writing in the sacred 
books ; and they were these, Besaleel the son of Uri, of the tribe 
of Judah, the grandson of Miriam, the sister of their conductor; 
and Aholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan. Now 
the people went on with what they had undertaken with so great 
alacrity, that Moses was obliged to restrain them, by making 
proclaination, that what had been brought was sufficient, as the 
artificers had informed him. So they fell to work upon t 
building of the tabernacle. Moses also informed them, new 
ing to the direction of God, both what the measures were to be, 
and its largeness; and how many vessels it ought to contain, for 
the use of the sacrifices. The women also were ambitious to do 
their parts, about the garments of the priests, and about other 
things that would be wanted in this work, both for ornament, 
and for the divine service itself. 

VOL. I. 
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2. Now when all things were prepared, the gold, and the 
silver, and the brass, and what was-woven, Moses, when he had 
appointed beforehand that there should be a festival, and that 
sacrifices should be offered according to every one's ability, 
reared up the tabernacle. And when he had measured the 
open court, fifty cubits broad and a hundred long, he  met  up 
brazen pillars, five cubits high, twenty on each of the longer sides, 
and ten. pillars for the breadth behind; every one of tail pillars 
also had a ring. Their chapiters were of silver, but their bases 
were of brass: they resembled the sharp ends of spear!, and were 
of brass, fixed into the ground. Cords were also put through the 
rings, and were tied at their farther ends to brass nails of a cubit 
long, which, at every pillar, were driven into the floor, and 
would keep the tabernacle from being shaken by the violence of 
winds. But a curtain of fine soft linen went round all the pil-
lars, and hung down in a flowing and loose wanner front their 
chapiters, and enclosed the whole space, arid seemed not at .all 
unlike to a wall about it. And this was the structure of three  of 
the sides of this enclosure. But as for the fourth side, which 
was fifty cubits in extent, and was the front of the whole, twenty 
cubits of it were for the opening of the gates, wherein stood two 
pillars on each side, after the resemblance of open gates : these 
were made wholly of silver, and polished, and that all over, 
excepting the bases, which were of brass. Now on each side of 
the gates there stood three pillars, which were inserted into the 
concave bases cf the gates, and were suited to them ; and round 
them was drawn a curtain of fine linen. But to the gates them-
selves, which were twenty cubits in extent, and five in height, 
the curtain was composed of purple, and scarlet, and blue, and 
fine linen, and bmbroidered with-many and divers sorts of figures, 
exceptinfOte figures of animals. Within these gates tsar the 
bi.azcp:laVer for purification, having a basin beneath, of the like 
swifter, whence the priests might wash their hands, and sprinkle 
their feet, And this was the ornamental construction of the en- 

ozure about the court of the tabernacle, which was exposed to 
the open air. 

Y 

'1  Of this tabernacle or Moses, with  ill 5  evert1 }arts nm.l fututturc, cee my tleaLrip-
emit at lure, clutp. vi. vii. viii. ix. x. v1. xii. hacto bclong:ng. 
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	3. A to the tabernacle itself, Moses placed it in the middle 
of that court, with its front tote east, that, when the sun arose, 
it might send its first rays upon it. Its length, when it was set 

I

a  

.  , up, was thirty cubits, and its breadth was twelve [ten] cubits. 
The one of its walls was on the south,•and the other was exposed 
o the north, and on the back part of it remained the west. It 

Was necessary that its height should be equal to its breadth [ten 
Cubits]. There were also pillars made of wood, twenty on each 
ide; they were wrodght into a quadrangular figure, in breadth 

cubit and a half, but the thickness was four fingers : they 
had thin plates of gold affixed to them, on both sides, inwardly 
nd outwardly: they had each of them two tenons belonging to 
hem, inserted into their bases, and these were of silver; in each 
f which bases there was a socket to receive the tenon. But the 
illars on the west wall were six. Now all these tenons and. 
ockets accurately fitted. one another, insomuch that the joints 
ere invisible, and both seemed to be one entire and united wall. 
t was also covered with gold, both within and without. Thu 
umber of pillars was equal on the opposite sidc:, and there were 

on each patt twenty, and every one of them had the third part 

1i  

f a span in thickness ; so tint the number of thirty cubits were 
Idly made up between them. But as to the wall behind, where 
he six pillars made up together only nine cubits, they made two 
titer pillars, and cut them out, of one cubit„..which they placed 

. the corners, and made them equally fine with the other. 
ow every one of the pillars had rings of gold affixed to their 

. ronts outward, as if they had taken root in the pillars, and stood 
- 'one row over against another round about, through which were 
1* nserted bars girt over with gold, each of them five cubits long, 

mid these bound together the pidars, the head of one bar running 
nto another, after the nature of one  tenon insemd into another. 

• But for the wall behind, there was but one row of bars that went 
through all the pillars, into which row ran the end:, of the btirs 
on each s:de of the longer walls; the male with its female being 

Ito fastened in their joints, that they held the whole firmly togc-
her; and for this retisou was all this joined so fast together, that 
he tabernacle might not be shaken, elthir by the s% ind,,, or by 

any other means, but that it might prcFerve itself quiet and Un-
Irnoreable continually. 

   
  



4. As for the inside, Moses parted its length into three part 
tions. At the distance of ten cubits from the most secret cud, 
Moses placed four pillars, whose workmanship was the very same 
•ith that of the rest; and they stceid upon the like Lases with 

them, each a small matter distant from his fellow. Now the 
room within those pillars was the most holy place; but the rest 
of the room was the tabernacle, which was open for the priests. 
However, this proportion of the mea-ures of the tabernaAe proved 
to be an imitation of the system of the world: for that third 
part thereof which was within the four pillars, to which► the 
priests were not admitted, is, as it were, a heaven peculiar to 
God ; but the space of the twenty cubits, is, as it were, sea and 
land, on which men live, and so this part is peculiar to the priests 
only. But at the front, where the entrance was made, they 
placed pillars of gold, that stood on bases of brass, in number 
seven ; but then they spread over the tabernacle veils of fine 
linen, and purple, and blue, and scarlet colours, embroidered. 
The first veil was ten cubits every way, and this they spread over 
the pillars which patted the temple, and kept the most holy 
place concealed within ; and this veil was that which made this 
part not visible to any. Now the whole temple was called the 
Holy Place; but that part which was within the four pillars, and 
to which none were admitted, was called the Holy of Holies. 
This veil was very ornamental, and embroidered with all stilts 
of flowers which the earth produces; and there were, interwoven 
into it all sorts of variety that might he an ornament, e \ecpting 
the forms of animals. Another veil there was which covered 
the five pillars that were at the entrance: it was like the former 
in its magnitude, and texture, and colour; and at the corner of 
every pillar a ring retained it from Ow top downwards half the 
depth of the pillars, the other half affording an entrance for the 
priests, wilwrept under it. Over this there was a veil of linen, 
of the smytt 1A-2ene:.-s with► the former ; it was to be drawn this 
way or that nay by cords, whose rings fixed to the texture of ti►e 
veil, and to the cords also, were subservient to the drawing and 
und.lt-wing of the veil, and to the fastening it, at the corner, that 
thr:Wit might he no l►inderlmee to the view of the sanctuary, 
espeeiaily on solemn days; but that on other days, and especially 
when the weather was inclined to snow, it might be expanded, 
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and afford a covering to the veil of divers colours : whence that 
'Custom of ours is derived, of having a fine linen veil, after the 
temple has been built, to be drawn over the entrances. Rut the 
,ten other curtains were four cubits in breadth, and twenty-eight 
in length ; and had golden clasps, in order to join the ooe curtain 

I

,   
to the other, which was dune so exactly that they seemed to he 

kne entire curtain ; these were spread over the temple, and co- 
vered all the top and parts of the walls, on the sides and behind, 

0,so far as within one cubit of the ground. There were other cur- 
tains  .  	of the same breadth with these, but one more in number, 

". 	nd longer, for they were thirty cubits long ; but these were 1•a  
V'ove,n of hair, with the like subtilty as those of wool were made, 
'a`ful were extended loosely down to the ground, appearing like a 
triangular front and elevation at the gates ; the eleventh curtain 

. ;being used for this very purpose. There were also other 
curtains made of skins above these, which afforded coveting and 
Protection to those that were woven, both in hot weather, and 
'when it rained. And great was the surprise of those who viewed 
these curtains at a distance, for they seemed not at all to differ 
rem the colour of the sky. But those that were made of hair, 

and of skins, reached down in the same manner as did the veil 
at the gates ; and kept off the heat of the sun, and what injury 

1
t-,he rains might do. And after this manner was the tabernacle 
cared.  

5. There was also an ark made, sacred to God, of wood that 
was naturally strong, and could not be corrupted: this was 
called Eron, in our own language. Its construction was thus: 
Its length was five spans, but its breadth and height were each of 
them three,spans. It was covered till over with gold, both within 
and without, so that the wooden part was not seen. It had also a 
cover united to it, by golden hinges, after a wonderful manner; 
which cover was every way evenly fitted to it, and had no emi-

. nences to hinder its exact conjunction. There were also two 

11  golden tangs belonging to each of the longer boards, as passing 
through the entire wood, and through them gilt bars passed 

-'  'along each board, that it might thereby be moved and carried 
about, as occasion should require; for it was not drawn in .a 

79  tart by beasts of burden, but borne on the shoulders of the 
is  Priests. Upon this'its cover were two images, which the Ile- 
OF 
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brews call Cherubims; they are flying creatures, but their fcrm 
is not like to that of auy of the er4:%tures which men have seen, 
though Moses said- he had seen such beings near the throne of 
God. In this ark he put the two tables whereon the ten com-
mandments were written, five upon each table, and two and a 
half upon each Side of them : and this ark he placed in the most 
holy place. 

G. But in the holy place he placed a table, like thos. at Del-
phi: its length was two cubits, and its breadth one cubit, and 
its height three spans. It had feet also, the lower part of which 
were complete - feet, resembling those which the Dorians put to 
their bedsteads, but the upper parts towards the table were. 
wrought into a square form. The table had a hollow towards 
every side, having a ledge of four fingers' depth, that went round 
about like a spiral, both on the upper and lower part of the 
body of the work. Upon every one of the feet was there alSo 
inserted a ring, not tar from the cover, through which went bars 
of wood beneath, but gilded, to be taken out upon occasion, 
there being  a cavity where it.was joined to the rings; for they 
were not entire rings, but before they came quite round they 
coded in acute points, the One of whi:h was inserted into the 
prominw part of the table, and the othee into the foot : and by 
these it was carried when they journeyed. Upon this table, 
which was placed on the north side of the temple, not far from 
the most holy place, were laid twelve unleavened loaves of bread, 
eix upon each heap, one above another : they Were made of two 
tenth-deals of the purest flour, which tenth-deal is [an homer] 
a mt:e:ure of the Hebrews, containing seven Athenian cotylie; 
and abo‘v those loaves were put two vials f:111 of fillukineensc. 
Now after seven days other loaves were brought in their stead, 
on the day which is by us called the Sabbath; for we call 
the seventh day the Sabbath : but for the occasion of this 
invention of placing loaves here, we will speak Jo' it in another 
place. 

7.  Over-agi,j;,14is table near the southern wall, was set a 
candlest 	,le  ast gold, hollow within, being of the weight of 
one hurtilrM pound, which the Hebrews call elm:bares ; if it 
be turned into the Greek language, it denotes a talent. It 
made with it.; !mops, and lilies, and pomegranates, and boy 
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(which ornaments amounted to severity in all); by which means 
the shaft elevated itself on high from a single base, and 7i;read 
itself into as many branches as there are planets, including the 
sun among them. It terminated in seven heads, in one row, all 
standing parallel to one another ; and these 1)..anehes.carry seven 
lamps, one by one, in imitation of the number of the planets: 
these -lamps looked to the cast and to the south, the candlestick 
being situate obliquely.. 

8. Now -between this candlestick and the table, which, as we 
said, were within the sanctuary, was the altar of incense, made 
of wood indeed, but of the same wood'of which the foregoing 
vessels were made, such as was not liable to corruption : it was 
entirely crusted over with a golden plate. Its breadth on each 
side was a cubit, but the altitude double. Upon it was a grate 
of gold, that Was extant above the altar, which had a golden 
crown encompassing it round about, whereto belonged rings and 
bars, by which the priests carried it when they journeyed. Be-
fore this tabernacle there was reared a brazen altar, but it was 
within made of wood, live cubits by measure on each side, but 
its height was but three, in like manner adorned with brays 
plates as bright as gold. It had also a brazen hearth of net-work; 
for the ground underneath received the lire from the hearth be:-
cause it had no basis to receive it. Hard by this altar lay the 
basins, and the vials, and the censers, and the caldrons, .made of 
gold: but the other vessels, made for the -lase of the sacrifices, 
were all of brass. And such was the construction of the taber-
nacle ; and these were the ve ,els thereto belonging. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

tVhich were the governments of the Priests, and of the High. 
_Priest : concerning the priesthood orzhiron, with the man- . 
ner of the purifications and sacrifices; as also concerni»g thv 
festivals, and how each day was than disposed of, kith other 
laws. 

§ 1. THERE were peculiar garments appointed for the priests, 
and for. all the rest, which they call Cahaname, [priestly] gar-
ments, as also for the high-priest, which they call Cahameze 
Rabbm, and denote the high-priest's garments. Such was there-
fore the habit of the rest. But when the priest approaches the 
sacrifices, he purifies himself with the purification which the law 
prescribes; and, in the first place, he puts on that which is. 
called Machanase, which means somewhat that is fast tied. It 
is a girdle composed of fine twined linen, and is put about the 
privy parts, the feet being to' be inserted into them in the nature 
of breeches ; but about half of it is cut off, and it ends at the, 
thighs, and is there tied fast. 

2. Over this he wore a linen vestment, made of fine flax dou-
bled; it is, called Chethone, and denotes linen, for we call linen 
by the name of Chethone. This vestment reaches down to,  the 
feet, and sits close to the body; and has sleeves that are tied fast 
to the arms: it is girded to the breast a little above the elbows, 
by a girdle often going round, four fingers broad, but so kiosely 
woven, that you would think it were the skin of a serpent. It is 
embroidered with flowers of scarlet, and purple, and blue, and 
fine twined linen, but the warp was nothing but fine linen. 
The beginning of its circumvolution is at the breast, and when 
it has gone often round, it is there tied, and hangs loosely there 
down to thgencles; I mean this, all the time the priest is not 
about any laborious service, for in this position it appears in the 
most agreeable manner to the spectators'; but when he is obliged 
to.  assist at the offering services, and to do the appointed services. 
that he may hot he hindered in his operatitms by its motion, 
be throws it to the left, and bears it on his shoulder. Moses in- 
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deed calls this belt Ali:meth ; but we have learn 	from the 
Babylonians to call it Etnia, for so it is by them called. This 
vestment has no loose or hollow parts any where in it, but only 
a narrow aperture about the neck ; and it is tied with certain 
strings hanging down front the edge over the breast and 
hack, and is fastened above each shoulder; it is called Alassaba-
zanes. 

3. Upon his head. he wears a cap, not brought to a conic form 
nor incircling the whole bead, but still covering more than the 
half of it, which is called MasnaemphVies: and its make is such 
that it seems to be a crown, being made of thick swathes, but 
the contexture is of linen ; and it is doubled round many times, 
and sewed together : besides which, a piece of fine linen covers 
the whole cap from' the upper part, and reaches doWn to the 
forehead, and the seams of the swathes, which would otherwise 

. appear indecently: this adheres elosely upon the solid part of 
the head, and is thereto so firmly fixed, that it may not tall off 
during the sacred service about the sacrifices. So we have 
now showed you what is the habit of the generality of the • priests. 

4. The high-priest indeed is adorned with the same garments 
that we have described, without abating one, only over these he 
puts on R vestment of a 	colour. This also is a long robe, 
reaching to his feet : in our language it is called Meeir, and is 
tied round with a girdle, embroidered with the same colour and 
flowers as the former, with a mixture cf gold interwoven. To the 
bottom of which garment are hung fringes, in colour like pome- 
granates, with golden bells* by a beautifal contriv.mee ; 	that 
between two bells hangs a pomegranate, and between two 
pomegranates a bell. Now this vesture was not composed of two 

* The nee of there golden hells et the bottom of the high-twit-sex long garment, 
tkcros to  have been this: that by shaking his garment at the time of fits off:1.41g incense 
in the temple, on the great day of expiatiots, or ut other proper periculs of his snared 
ministrations there, on the *eat 1414,11., the people 1114:ht hand notice of it, and might 
fall to their own prayers at the time of incense, or other proper periods; mut so the 
whole coogtegattun might at once oar tgotte common pra•Pri.j,);Iltly With the high- pnekt 
himself to the Almighty. See Luke, i. ro. Rev. viii. 3,  4.  Nor prohably is the sou 
of Sirach to be otherwise understood, when he says of Aaron, the tiro high-pries, 
Ecelus. -dv. 9. " And God cotnpas.ed Aaron with pomegranates, and with ninny golden 
" 	round about, that as he oent there might he a Found, and a  noise made dud. 
" might be heard in the temple, for a memorial to the children of his people," 
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ie ees, nor was it sewed together upon the shoulders and t:, •_ 
:ides, but it was one long vestment so woven as to have an arr. 
um for the neck; not an oblique one, but parted all along a 
reast and the back. A border also was sewed to it, lest 1-0 
perture should look too indecently: it was also parted where the 
ands were to come out. 
5. Besides these, the high-priest put on a third Affluent, 

hich was called the Ephod, which resembled the Epontis of the 
:reeks. Its make was after this manner: it was woven to the 
epth of a cubit, of several colours, with gold intermixed, and 
rnbroidcred, but it left the middle of the breast uncovered : it 
as made tith sleeves also ; nor did it appear to be at all differ-

.  tidy made from a short coat. But in the void place of this 
. .garment there was inserted a piece of the bigness of a span, em- 

troidered with gold, and the other colours of the ephod, and 
Ilcd Essen [the breast-plate], which in the Greek language 

1 -.  signifies the Oracle. This piece exactly filled up the void space 
' the epl.od. It is united to it •by golden rings at every corner,  I 
he like rings being annexed to the ephod, and a blue riband 

.  -as made use of to tie them together by those rings ; and that 
the splee between the rings might not appear empty, they con-
trived to fill it up with stitches of blue rib:Inds. There were. 
also two sardonvxcs upon the ephod, at the shoulders, to fasten 
t in die nature of buttons, having each end running td. the sar- 10 

donyxes of gold, that they might be buttoned by them.  On 

61hesJ %%re engraven the names of the sons of Jacob in our owii , 

• country letters, and cur own tongue, six on each side of the 
tones, on either side ; and the cider sons' names Nvere on the Ivight shoulder ; twelve stones also were there upon the breast-
plate, extraordinary in largeness and beauty; and they were an 

. ornanemt not toiLlw,purchased by men, because of their immense 
' slue. ThesoVihes however stood in three rows, by four in a 
ow, and %yew insetted into the breast-plate itself; and they were 
et in, ouches of gold that were themselves inserted- in the 

"- 
 

roast-plate, and were so made that they might not fall 
I's 

ut. Now the first three stones were a sardonyx, a topaz, 
nd an emerald. The second row contained a carl;.ate: .. 
' jasper, end a sapphire. The first of the third , 

figure., then an amethyst, and the third an apt. 	•:i. 
the ninth of the whole number. The first of the 1 • .•; ., To 

III! 
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was a chrysolite, the next.was an onyx, and then a her •, w uch 
was the last of all. Now the names of all those sons of Jacob 
were eugraven in these stone, whom we esteem the heads of our 
tribes, each stone having the honour of a name, in the order ac-
cording to which they were horn. _ltd whereas the rings were 
too weak of themselves to bear the weiL;lit of the stone?, they 
niade two other rin2;.:: of a larger size, at the edge of that part of 
the breast-plate which reached to the neck, and inserted into 
the very texture of the breast-plate, to receive chains finely 
wrought, which connected them with golden bands to the tops 
of the shoulders, whose extremity turned backwards, and went 
into the ring, on the prominent hack part of the ephod; and this 
was for the st!curity of the breast-plate, that it might not fall out 
of its place. There was also a girdle sewed to the breast-plate, 
which was of the foremcntioned colours, with gold intermhaal, 
which; when it bad gone once round, was tied again upon the 
seam, and hung down. There were also golden loops that ad-
mitted its fringes at each extremity of the girdle, and included 
them entirely. 

6. Time high-priest's mitre was the same that we described 
before, and was wrought like that of all the other priests; above 
which there was another, with swathes of blue embroidered, an 
round it was .a golden crown polished, of thrm rows, one abo 
another; out of which arose a cup of gold, which resembled th 
herb which we call Saccharus, hut those Greeks that are skill 
in botany call it Ilyoscyamus. Now lest any one that has see 
this herb, but has not been taught its name, and is unaequaiu d 
with its nature, or, having known its name, kno.,vs not the 
when lie see3 it, I shall give such a description of it. This h 
is oftentitnes in tallness above three spans, but its root is li 
that of a turnip ((hr he that should compare it thaw° wool 
not be mistaken), but its leaves are like to the leaves of min, 
Out Of its branches it sends out a calyx, cleaving to th branch 
and a cow,: encompasses it, which it naturally puts oil when it • 
changing, in order to produce its fruit. This calyx is of dm 
bigness of the bone of the little linger, but in the compass of its 
apettur,. is like a cup. This I will farther describe, tbr the us 
of 	that are unacquainted with it. Suppose a sphere be di-
vided into two Parts, round at the bottom, but having anothe 
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347/lent that grow3 up to a circumference from that hots 
suppose it boeome narrower by degrees, and that the cavity of ' • 
part grow tkeently smaller, and then gradually grow wider a 
at tht,  brim, such as-we see in the navel of a pomegranate, 
its notches. And indeed such a coat grrr. Over this plant as 
Fender.; it an 1,:nnisplicre, and that, as one may say, turned ac-; 
curately in a lathe, and having its notches extant aboveiit, which, 
as 1 said, grow like a pomegranate, only that they are sharp, and 
end in nothing but prickles. Now the fruit is preserved by this 
'coat of the calyx, which fruit is like the seed of the herb Sidcri-
tis: it sends cut a flowor .t!tat may seem to resemble that of 
poppy. Of this- was a crown made, ar; far as from the hinder 
part of the head to each of the temples; but this Ephielis, for so 
this calyx may be called, did not cover the forehead, but it was 
covered with a golden plate *, hich had inscribed upon it the 
name of God in sacred characters. And such were the orna-
ments of the high-priest. 

7..Now here one may wonder at the ill-will which men bear 
to us, and which they profess to be on account of our despising 
that deity which they pretend to honour; for if any one do but 
consider the fabric of the tabernacle, and take a view of the gar-
ments of the high-priest, and of those vessels which we make 
trse of in our sacred ministration, he will find that our legislator 
was a divine man, and that we are unjustly reproached by others: 
for if any one do without prejudice, and with judgement, look 
upon these thing's, he will find they were every one made in tr ay 
of imitation and repvez,entution of thy univerf,e. When Mines 
distinguished tile tabernacle into three parts f, and allowed two 
of them to the priests, a:-; a place taws:Able and common, he.  

* Ttle te.a.aer ought to take notice herr, that rIv. r^ry Alosaie Petalon, or gulden plo t..  
fir ilie forwhcad rf the Jewish high-inicst, was itself previved, not only till the 	of 
Jo..cr  bus, kit of Ori,-...,co ;  and tlipt it, inscription, 	to the Lot d, 

ellametera.—S(e Antig. J. VIII. t h. iii. § 	Er. ay on the Ohl Tpt. p. 11.4. 
and itched, Di, 	1. Tr rnpli, p. 112. 

lVlie*tiltts. both bete and chap. vi. §  4. st/ill.(*CS the taberna:slo to.  
prtid int 	Fitts, he seems to f..st...ein the 1,..ce entrance to hi .• -,•!! 
siuct 	holy and the most holy plat ca; arti tin; the lather, 	it, 
aft Prhan.1 tht:re vra% 3 TC.11 distil,t third pall, 'Willi 	called the 	a: 
Thus wonld contiviict hint own dt:o ription of the taIntrack, whit ', 
nco.,..tot of no ttit.re than two 1ens, 
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denoted•the land and the sea, these being of general aceess to 
nil; but he set apart the third division for Cod, because heaven 
is inaccessible to men. And when he ordered twelve loaves to 
be  set on a table, he denoted the year, as distinguished into so 
many months. By branching out the candlestick into seventy 
parts, he secretly intimated the Decani, or seventy divisions of 
the planets; and as to the seven lamps upon the candlesticks, 
they referred to the course of the planets, of which that is the 
number. The vials too, which were composed of four things, 
they declared the four elements; for the plain linen was proper 
to signify the earth, because the flax grovs out of the earth ; 
the purple signified the sea, because that colour is dyed by the 
blood of a sea shell fish; the blue is fit to signify the air; and 
the scarlet will naturally be an indication of file. Now the vest-
ment of the high-priest being made of linen, signified the earth ; 
the blue denoted the sky, being like lightning in its pomegra-
nates, and in the noise of the bells resembling thunder. And 
for the cphod, it showed, that God had made the universe of four 
{elements]; and as for the gold interwoven, I suppose it related 
to the splendour by -Which all things are enlightened. Ile also 
appointed the breast-plate to be placed in the middle of the 

1 	ephod, to r.-semble the earth, for that has the very middle pi :eta

iv 

 
,of the world. And the girdle which encompassed the high-priect 
'round, signified the ocean, for that goc.c, rounnhotit anti in,:lutlei 

1  , the universe. Each of the sardonyses declares to 115 the stn.* 

,4s 

lid the moon; thosd, I mean, that were in the nature o( buttons 
_ .  on the high-priest's shoulders. And for the twelve stouts, whe- 

ther: 	we understand by them the monthq, or whether we under-
tand the like number of the signs of that circle which tlle 

Creeks call the Zodiac, we shall not be mistaken in fatir mettn- 
h 	mg. And for the mitre, which was of a blue colour, it seems to 

the to mean heaven; for how otherwise could the Mille of God 
be inscribed upon it? That it was also illustrated with a crown, 
mid that .-,1  gold also, is because of that splendour with which 
God is pleased. Let this explication 't` suffice at present, sine 

• Tlii,z explication of the tnyiticul wesktling of tht. 	Libernaeln, and it.. re, 
kith 0.,e; orments of the high-yr4-st, is taken our of Pailn, and lit ed to Gentile phi!, 
ttn,b•_,,( notions. This way possibly be tbrgiven in Jews, gi c.itly ver,c,1 m he,stImil I. u 1-

lug`and philosophy, as Philo had cvcr been, sad st Joseithus !bid (wig been n!:,-; 
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the course of my narration will often, and at mim'y oeca • 
sions, afford me the opportunity of enlarging on the virtue of ou 
legislator. 

CHAPTER VIII. 	 O 

Of the Priesthood of if aron. 

§ 1.  WHEN what has been described was brought to a con-
clusion, gifts not being yet presented, God appeared to Moses, 
and enjoined him to bestow the high-priesthood upon Aaron his 
brotherj  as upon him that best of than ail deserved to obtain 
that honour, ,on account of his virtue. And when he had ga-
thered the multitude together, he gave them an account of 
Aaron's virtue, and of his good-will to them, and of the dangers 
he ha underk7t:ne lhr their sal:es. Upon which, when they had 
given testimony to him in all respects, and showed their readi-
ness to receive him, Moses said to them, " 0 you Israelites, 
cc this work is already brought to a conclusion, in a manner 
" most acceptable to God, and according to our abilities. And 
" now, skies You see that he is received into this tabernacle, we 
44 shall first of all stand in need of one that may officiate for us, 

and may minister to the sacrifices, and to the prayers that arc 
" to be put up for us. And indeed had the inquiry tiller such a 
4/  person been left to me, I should have thought myself worthy of 
cc this Bonus..:  ;  both because all men arc naturally fond of them- 

selves, and because I am conscious to myself, that I have taken 

wrote these Antioltica. In the mean time, it was not to he doubted, but in their edu-
cation they must hive both learned moretlewish interpretations, such as we meet with in 
the Epistle of Bet-mhos, in that to the Ilcluews, and elsewhere among the old Jews. 
Accordingly when Josephus wrote his books Of the Joxitth War, for the use of the Jews, 
et which thne ho'wus compartdoely young, and less used to Gentile books, we find one 
specimcn of such a Jewish interpretation; for there 	VII. di. v. § -9. Voi!TV.) he 
makes the, seven brane4s of the temple-candlestick, with their seven lamps, an emblein of 
the strv4:days f treation and rest, which arc here emblems of the seven pl;,nt-tt 
tainly 	ancient Jewish emblems to be explained any otherwise than 
ancient Jcwitf.t)  and not Gentile notions. Sec Of the Wa, B. I. ch. xxx,. t 
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,c a great deal of pains for. your deliverance: hut now God him-
' self has determined that Aaron is. worthy of this hor.ottr, and 
' has chosen him for his priest,- as knowing him to be the most 

.  ' righteous person among you: so that he is to put on the vest- 
,..,,  " ments which are consecrated to GA ; he is to have the care 

Ilk of the altars, and to make provision for the sacrifices ; and he • 
" it is that must put up prayers for you to God, who will readily 
" hear them, not only because he is himself solicitous for your - 
" nation, but also because lie will receive them as offered by one 
" that he bath chosen himself to this office*." The Hebrews 
were pleased with what was said, and they gave their approbation 
to him whom God had ordained; for Aaron was of them all the 
most deserving of this honour, on account of his own stock, and 

l

ift of prophecy, and his brother's virtue. He had at that time 
our sons, Nadal), Mau, Eleazar, and lthamar. 

2. Now Moses commanded them to make use of :',11 the uten-
ls which were more than were necessary to the structure of the 

abcrnacle, for covering the tabernacle itself, the candlestick, and 
1tar of incense, and the other vessels ; that they might not be at 
11 hurt when they journeyed, either by the rain, or Ily the rising 

of the dust. And when he had gathered the multitude together 
kagain,  he ordained that they,should offer half a shekel for every 
Ilirtnan,  as an oblation to Gods which shekel is a piece among the 

.]kbrews, and is equal to four Athenian drachtuct. Whereupon 
ley readily obeyed what Moses had commanded ; and the mint-
er of the offerers was si:;, hundred and five thousand five hundred 
ad fifty. Now this Inoue),  that was brOlIght liv the men dim 
.ere free, was given by such as were above twenty years old, but 

'0' It is well worth our observation, that the two principal qualific ttions required 
etion, for the countitution of the fitm hitli•priest, tit. (that he ghoult1 have on etta-li nt 

haracter, fur virtuous and pod actions ; as also .ibut he should have the upprebstion of 
the  people),  are here itcted by Josephuq, teen where the nomination la-leoced to God 

msclf; which arc the vtry same qualifications which the Christian religion requites in 
c choice of Chi ist ian bishops, prieJts, and deatinat ; as the Aptistolieal Constitutiot,s M-

oon 115, B. I i. chap. iii. 
tt This eight and value of the ,Tcwi.lt 	iti the days ofJosepbus, egutl to ahunt 

a. I od. sterling, is by the learned Jews united to be one-fifth larger than ttre their old 
dads : tvItich determination agrees perfectly with the remaining shads that hat'w8sets-

van iusiptions, coined gcnerdly Ly S.3itoott the Aluertthee, al (nit 210 yens before Jo. 
p144tiblished his Ailtiquitiei, whhb mire tvcir;lt more thin 	ad. half-peony, and 

rikrurtoi‘ly but ei. 40, fiithiag. Sea lieland 	Ntenrnis Sauttritenotent, p. 
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under fifty; and what was collected was spent in the uses of the 
tabernacle. 

3. Moses now purified the tabernacle, and the priests; which 
purification was performed after the following manner: he com-
manded them to take five hundred shekels of choice myrrh, an 
equal quantity of cassia, and half the foregoing weight of cinna-
mon and calamus (this last is a sort of sweet spice) ; tofbeat them. 
small, and wet them with an bin of oil of olives (an hin is our 
own country measure, and contains two Athenian chows, or con-
giuses) ; then mix them together, and boil them, andprepare them 
after the art of the apothecary, and make there into a very sweet 
ointment; and afterward to take it to anoint and purify the 
priests themselves, and all the tabernacle, as also the sacrifices. 
There were also many, and those of various kinds, of sweet spices, 
that belonged to the tabernacle, and ma h as were of very great 
price, and were brought to the golden altar of incense; whose 
nature I do not now describe, lest it should be troublesome to 
my readers. But incense * was to be offered twice a day, both 
before sun-rising and at sun-setting. They were also to keep 
oil already purified for the lamps ; three of which were to give 
light all day longt, upon the sacred candlestick, before God, and 
time rest were to be lighted at the evening. 

4. Now all was finished, Besalcet and Aholiab appeared to he 
the most skilful of the workmen; for they invented finer works 
than what others had done before them, and were of great abili-
ties to gain notions of What they were formerly ignorant of; and 
of these Bcsaleel was judged ,to he the best. Now the whole 
time they were about this work was the interval of seven months; 
and after this it was that was ended the first year since their de-
parture out of Egypt. But at du. beginning of the second year, 
on thq,month Xanthietts, as the Macedonians call it, but on the 
mot0i-  Nis'iu, as the Hebrews call it, on the new moon, they 
conokrated the tabernacle, and all its vessels, Which 1 have al-
ready described. 

The iirtuse wm here offered, according to JorcpLus's opinion, before sun-rising. 

	

' and et sun-setting. But in the day's of Pompey, according to the same 	, r1 . - 

	

criticea were offered in the morning, and at the ninth hour. Antiq. 	N 	!I , 
a. (vol. 11.) 

	

t Hence vie may correct the opinions of site modern Ilabbins, who 	end 

	

of the semi lips burn d in the day-time; whereas doephus, an eye. 	 Y 
were three. 
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5. Now God showed himself pleased with the work of the 
Hebrews, and did not permit their labours to be in vain; nor 
did he disdain to make use of what they had made, but he came 
and sojourned with them, and pitched his tabernacle in the holy 
house. And in the following manner did he come to it : the 
sky was clear, but ther'e was a mist over the tabernacle only, en-
compassing it, but not with such a very deep and thick cloud, as 
is seen in the winter season, nor yet in so thin a one as men 
might be able to discern any thing through it, but from it there 
dropped a sweet dew, and such as showed the presence of God to 
those that desired and believed it. 

6. Now when Moses had bestowed such honorary presents on 
the workmen, as it was fit they should receive, who had wrought 
so well, he offered sacrifices in the open court of the tabernacle, 
as God commanded him, a bull, a ram, and a kid of the goats, 
for a sin-offering. Now I should speak of what we do in our sa-
cred offices in my discourse about sacrifices ; and therein shall 
inform men in what cases 1\Ioses bid us offer a whole burnt-offer-
ing, and in what cases the law permits us to partake of them as 
of food. And when Moses laid sprinkled Aaron's vestments him-
self, and his sons with the blood of the beasts that were slain, and 
had purified them with spring waters and ointment, they became 
God's priests. After this manner did he conscerate them and 
their garments for seven days together. The-same he did to the 
tabernacle, and the vessels thereto belonging, both with oil first 
.incensed, as I said, atid with the blood of bulls and of rams, 
,slain day by day one, according to its kind. But on the eighth 
day he appointed a feast for the people, and appointed them to 
offer sacrifice according. to their ability. Accordingly they con-
tended one with another, and avere ambitious to exceed each 
other in the.  sacrifices which they brout4ht, and so fulfilled Mo-
se; injunctions. But as the sacrifices lay upon the altar, a sud-
den fire was kindled from among them of its own accord, and 
appeared to the sight like hire from a flash of lightning, and con-
sumed whatsoever  Nvossfi pon the altar. 

7. Hereupon an affliction betel Aaron, considered as a man 
and a htlicr; but was undergone by him with true fortitude; 
for he ,tad indeed a firmness cf soul in such accidents, and be 
.nJught this calamity came upon him according to God's will 

voL, 
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ft r whereas he had four sons, as I said before, the two elder of 
them, Nadab and,  Abihu, did not bring those sacrifices which' 
Moses bad them bring, but which they used to offer formerly, 
and were burnt to death. - Now when the fire rushed upon them, 
and began to burn them, nobody could citi;:h it. According-
ly they died in this manner. And Mo,,..s bid their father, and 
their brethren, to take up their bodies to carry them tut  of the 
cramp, and to bury them magnificently. Now the multitude 
lamented them, and were deeply affected at .  this their death, 
which so unexpectedly befel them. But Moses entreated their 
brethren, and their father, not to he troubled for them, and to 
prefer the honour of God before their grief about them ; for 
Aaron had already put on his sacred garments. 

S. But Moses refused all that honour which he saw the mul-
titude ready to betow upon him, and attended to nothing else but 
the service of God. He went no more up to mount Sinai; but 
he went into the tabernacle, and brought back answers front God 
to what he prayed for. His habit was also that of a private man; 
and in all other circumstances he behaved himself like one of the 
common people, and was desirous to appear without distinguish-
ing himself from Cie-multitude, but would have it known that 
he did nothing else but take care of them. He also set down in 
writing the form of their government, and those laws, by obe-
dience whereto they would lead their lives so as to please God, 
and so as to have no quarrels one among another. However, 
the laws he ordained were such as God suggested to him so 1 
shall now *discourse concerning that form of government, and 
those laws.  

9. I will now treat of what I before.omitted, the garment of 
the high-priest : for he flloFes] left no room for the evil prac-
tices of [fille] prophets ; trot if some of that sort should attempt to 
abuse the divine authority, he left -it to God to he present at his 

4sacrifices pea he pleased, and when he pleased to he absent*. 
And he . Is willing this should be I•own, not to the Hebrews 

T '4  only;;Iiva to those foreigners also who Wilre there. For as to . 	. 

Of 116.,• ,.. tr:1110"C 	 g <1;rt it to  Cocl to be NM  ,11 it 1,',  

n ,h, 	, 	 I,  I:e  i!t t,..ct! to /!te atment; see tbr  1,04 	L: 

/Aim , 
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those stones*, which We told you before, the high-priest bare on 
his shouldois, which were sardonyxes (and. I think it needless 
to describe their nature, they being lutown :to.every body), the 

f These answers by the oracle of lirins and Thummim, which words sicmify light 
and pufeciii.)7  t.r as the septuagint render them,  roviation  and truth, and denote us- 4  
thing Ioniser, that I see, but the shinih7, s ones themselves, which were used in tl 
method of illumination in revealits; the will of God, after a perfect and true manner, to 
his people Israel; I say, these answers  were  not ma's by the shining of the pre 
atones, after an awkward manner, in the hi 11-priest's breast-pose, as the nosier 
bins vainly suppose; for eerhinly the shining of the stones uni5lit pret:ale oracco 
the meek, without itself delivering that oracle (see Antiq. B. VI. clin ks. vi. § 4), bet 
rather by 311  audible voice fr,,n tae rnerey-scat between Coe. cherubims. S,e Pridet 
Convect. at the year 53-1. This oracle had been silent, at Joiephus 	infit,ns us, 
twohmalied years before he. crate his Antiquities, or ever otter the days of the last goecl 
high-priest cif the family of tile 	tbre,, ,Tulin Ilyreanus. Nmv it is hero re6,  well 
wart h o.n olnervation, that the orele before us tuns dust by which God aty2ered to lie 
preunt with, nod gate directions to, his people Icratt  • r, 	all 
solaitt..d to him in that rapacity; awl (lid not se 
as gove,i.c.1necortlim; tfh heir oe.e wills and political m 
Accoolitigly we nowt witli this oracle (lielitleg itrivlic And piophoic admonitions 
along from tile clays of :vItite end (Tolima to the t aoimisg of Saul, the first of t 
cession of kings, Numb. xXvii. g "Jodi. vi. 	.511. Jtit(S, I. 1. XVIII.  4, 
430, 31. xx, 18, 	ef ,, 97, 28. xxi. 1, &C. 1 !tarn. i. 17, IS. 	r te!. iv. per  r,:r. 
till Saul's rejection of the divine enentne.1.1% in the war with Anitdcic, when 1w took upon 
him to net as he tlo ti,71st (1,, I Sato. xiv. 3, 18,  19, 36, 37. then this Oracle left Saul 
entirely (which ;tide( d hr. hed 	!dont coteetited before), 1 Sam. xiv. 2:a. 1 Citron. x. 14. 

(Antiy. B. VII. cl  . it. § 	sod towoinfaulcd Drr,d, who (no anointed to. 
succeed him, mid who consulted God by i t frtlitently, raid compfcd with its di• 
constantly, I Sam. iiv. 37, 41. 7s. 9 t. xxii. 13, 15. 	1. 10. yyx. 7, 9, 18. 
ra. 1. v.  19, 2.3. x.ti. i. xxiii. 14.1 Cliron. xiv. 10, 11. Au."-;. B. \ 	els. :di. 
Saul, indeed, long after Iris rejection by God, nod when (lo,1 had given him tip to I 
infliction !it: his (dombediciice, did onto 4florwards endeavour to t oasalt Ci(xl when it 
to late; but God would not shell ar.r.vvre hint, neither by &mow', 	by 	nor 
1.rophets, 1 Sun. xsviii, ti,  Nor  did an.: of  DAV:trS SUCLU.st113, the kings uFJidthttt 
we knew of, consult Got by this oracle, nilthe very 13abylcaiilt captivity itfuif, i(hes 
tholes kings were at an real : they taking upon them, T uturp ne, too couch ni (lane' 

14i14,Pralal l'O',31ty, and ton link o.vnitG the Gm] of Nat I [hr the supratitel:ing of Ina 
thong's a f:10, of them coot ultr1.1 the ptopht:o, sontethr.es, and were answered by the 
At the retorts of the two tribes, without die remit, (it iduely government, thc restorsti 
(if this oracle wan expected, 	vii. 65. 1 Est. v.  4. 1  Mate, iv. lb. xiv.  41. Atilti • 
(Its,(1 it 1/1 .1,1:ec:n to have bre') restored 11ir suite time after the Ba!iylonish captivity, 

in the devs of that exceilent 	 flyreautiv, whom dosephos esteem 
!at a kink„ a priest, and n propli ; and who, hr bays, foretold several things' that 
to 'psis nee.arthigly; but about the time of hit death, he here implies, that this` 
(lobe cc.. 11, mid not berme. 	following high-priests now pattingdirdons on th 

, mid n16oT acenatinj ttt those own will, end by their own authority, ilk, the other 
kings of the 	L•itntiirt al:Qut them ; co that while the God of Israeli was ;(11,rvrit0 
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one of them shined out when God was present at their sacrifice,, 
I mean that which was in the-nature of a button on his right 
shoulder, bright rays darting out thence, and being seen even by 
those that were most remote ; which splendour yet was not before 
natural to the stone. This has appeared a wonderful thing to 
such as have not so far indulged thenmelves in philosophy, as to 
despise Divine Revelation. Yet. will I mention wiat is still 
more wonderful than this : for God declared beforehand, by 
those twelve stones which the high-priest bare on his breast, and 
which were inserted into his breast-plate, when they should be 
victorious in battle ; for so great a splendour shone forth from 
them before the army began to march, that all the people were 
sensible, of God's being present for their assistance. Whence it 
came to pass that those Greeks, who had a veneration for our 
laws, beaduse they could not possibly contradict this, called that 
breast-plate " the Oracle." Now this breast-plate, and this sardo-
nyx, left off shining two hundred years before I composed this 
book, God having been displeased at the transgression of his 

be the supreme king of Israel, and his' directions to be their anthent,ie guides, Coil  gave 
then; such directions as their sup( me Ling and governor ; and they were properly under 
a theocracy, by this oracle of Crim, but no longer  (tee  Dr. Bernard's notes here), thoucat 
I confess I cannot but esteem the high-priest Jaildtts's divine dream, Antiq. 13.  XI. 
ch.  viii. S 4 and the hizli-priest Ciinthas's moat remarkable prophecy, John, si. 4 7 
5 2. as two small remains or specimens of this ancient onte:e, which properly belongPil to 
the Jewish high-priests: nor perhaps 1111;r1lt We entirely to forgt t that eminent prophetic 
dream of our ifonplius hiiiiself (0w• next to a Itigli•priest, as of die tinnily of the 
it, innoneans, or _Maccabees), as to the storees6on of Vcsidisiati and Titus to the Ro-
te u.  empire, and that in the days of Nese, and before either Calks, Otho, or Vitellius, 
',Ai  re thought or to 	el( him. Of the war, B. M. clap. viii. 5 7. vol. IV. This I 
think may well he locker) do as the s.ely  last in>tanee of any tiling like the prophetic 
Urim among the Jewith nation, rind just preceded their fatal desolation: but how it 
could possibly corn' to res, that  such great nett as sirJulai Marsham, and Dr. Spenser, 
should imtgine that thi:, uncle of Criui and Auminiiii, with tither 	it (111 1 or 
riPan than the laws of Moses, should have,  It, ,i util limit in imitation of somewhat like 
them among the Egyptians, which ire nese'tvfrito of till the clays of Di. 	Sioulus. 
&limn, and Alnimottitles, or little earlier than the Chi:1st:3n era to the 1,h;liesi, is alinisit 
utm•eountahle; while the node business of tilei15411t:  111511.1 WAS 1501'1111y  to loc.,erve the 
haat lites from the idt,!atrour, tutu surerstitious poistiec, of the itti;.hboming 

;and while it is so undeel.3,1e, that the evidence flit the great antiquity of ?tlr:es's 
law is incomr,ar,ibly beyond that for the like or great r entiquity of so. , 	:n " 

1  r other nations, which indeed is generally none lit all, it  is  most altdald 	;.,':  ,,t 
NIoses's laws  from the imitation of tho‘e heathen pat:lire,. Such 11,;.,' 
mate to us. how far inclination Call I.revail  (As 	,i,lci,re, in estrn srrt 	i  i0144)ieirl 41'. • ir 	part of mankind.  
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laws. Of which things we shall further discourse on a fitter 
opportunity; but I will now go on with my proposed narration. 

10. The tabernacle being now consecrated, and a regular or-
der being settled for the priests, the multitude judged that God 
now dwelt among them, and betook themselves to sacrifices and 
praises to God,.as being now delivered from all expectation of 
evils, and as entertaining a hopeful prospect of better times here-
after. They offered also gifts to God, some as common to the 
whole nation, and others as peculiar to themselves, and these 
tribe by tribe ; for the heads of the tribes combined together, 
two by two, and brought a waggon and a yoke of oxen. These 
amounted to six, and they carried the tabernacle when they jour-
neyed. Besides which, every head of a tribe brought a bowl, 
and a charger, and a spoon, of ten darics, full of incense. Now 
the charger and the bowl were of silver, and together they 
weighed two hundred shekels, but the bowl cost no more than 
seventy shekels ; and these were full of fine flour mingled with 
oil, such as they used on the altar about the sacrifices. They 
brought also a young bullock, and a ram, with a lamb of a year 
old, for a whole burnt-offering; as also a goat for the forgiveness 
of sins. Every one of the heads of the tribes brought also other 
sacrifices, called " peace-offerings," for every day two)mlls, and five. 
rams, with lambs of a year old, and kids sal the goats. These 
heads of tribes were twelve days in sacrificing, one sacrificing 
every day. Now Moses went no longer up to mount Sinai, but 
went into the tabernacle, and learned of God what they were to 
do, and what laws should be made ; which laws were preferable 
to what have been devised by human understanding, and proved 
to be firmly observed for all time to come, as being believed to 
be the gift of God, insomuch that the Hebrews did not trans-
gress any of those laws, either as tempted in times of peace by 
luxury, or in times of war by distress of affairs. But 1 say no.  
more here concerning them, because I have resolved to compose 
;mother r 	concerning our Liws. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

The nature of our offering sacrifices. 

1. I WILL now however make mention of a few of/our laws 
which belong to purifications, and the like sacred offices, since I 
va accidentaliy come to this matter of sacrifices. These sacri-
fices were of two sorts ; of those sorts one was offered for pri-
vate Peram:ir and the other for the people in general; and they 
are done in two different ways: in the one case, what is slain is 
burnt, as a whole burnt-offering, whence that name is given to 
it; but the other is a thank-offering, and is designed for feasting 
those that sacrifice. I will speak of the former. Suppose a pri-
vate man offer a turnt-offering, he must slay either a bull, a 
lamb, or a kid of the goats, and the two latter of the first year, 
though of hulls he is permitted to sacrifice those of a greater age; 
but all burnt-offnings arc to be of males. When they are slain, 
the. priests sprinkle the blood round about the altar; they then 
cleanse the bodies, and • divide them into parts, and salt them 
with salt, and lay them upon the altar, while the pieces of wood 
are piled one upon another, and the fire- is burning ; they next 
cleanse the feet of the sacrifices, and the inwards, in an accurate 
Planner, and so lay them to the rest to be purged by the fire, 
while the priests receive the hides. This is the way of offering a 
burnt..4fering. 

2. But those that  offer thank-cfferings, do im',eed sacrifice the 
same creatures  4 	' such as are unbletni.hcd, and above a year 
old ; how m evot, y nay take either males or females. They also 

0 

sprinkle the altar with their blood ; but they lay upon the altar 
the kidntys and the caul, and ,all the tat, and the lobe of the 
liver, together with the rump of the lamb; then, giving the breast 
and the right shoulder to the prics!s, the offerers feast •upon the 
remainder of the flesh for two days ; and what remains they 
burn. 

3. The sacrifices for sins arc offered in the same  mann'T, as is 
the tha ]t-offering.But those who are unable to purchase com- 
plete - 	flees, offer two pigeons, or turtle doves; the orce of 

'‘ 	. 	' 
i
i

ii 
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which is made a burnt-offering to God, the other they give as 
food for the priests. But we shall treat more accurately about 
the oblation of these creatures in our discourse concerning sacri-
fices. But if a person fall into sin by ignorance, he offers an • 
ewe  lamb, or female kid of the goats, of the same age; and the 
priests sprinkle the blood at the altar, not after the former man-
ner, but at the corners of it. They also bring the kidneys and the 
rest of the fat, together with the lobe of the liver, to the altar, 
while the priests bear away the hides, and the flesh, and spend it 
in the holy place on the same day"' ; for the law does not permit 
then to leave of it until the morning. But if any one sin, and 
is conscious of it himself, but hath nobody that can prove it upon 
him, he offers a ram, the law enjoining him so to do; the flesh 
of which the priests cat, as before, in the holy place, on the same 
day. And if the rulers offer sacrifices for their sins, they bring 
the same oblations that private men do; only they so far differ, 
that they are to bring for sacrifices a bull or a kid of the goats, 
both males. 

4. Now the law requires, both in private and public sacrifices, 
that the finest flour be also brought; for alamb the measure of 
one tenth deal, for a ram two, and for a bull three. This they.  
consecrate upon the altar, when it is mingled with oil ; for oil 
is also brought by those that sacrifice, for a bull the half of an 
hin, and fur a rain the third part of the smite measure, and one • 
quarter .of it for a lamb. This hin is an ancient Hebrew mea-
sure, and is equivalent to two Athenian chaos (or congiuses), 
They bring the same quantity of oil which they do of wine, and 
they pour the wine about the - altar'; but if any one does not offer 
it complete saciifice of animals, but brings tine floor only for a 
vow, he throws a handful upon the altar as its first-fruits, while 
the priests take the rest for their food, either boiled or mingled 

tr 'What lb Led well observes here, out of Joseplins, as compared with the law of 
Nio.c •i, Lev. '.ii. t  5. (that the eating of the a inn Ste the same day it was offered, seems 
to wean only helot..• 	morning of the next, although the lt.tter part, i. e. the night, be 
in strictneirs part of the next day, accorling to the Jewish reckoning), is greatly to be 
ciliscn.ed upon ode r OCeddlOrl'i also. The Jewidt maxim, in such cases, it scans, is 
this, that the day goes before the night ; and this appears to we to be the language both 
of the Old and New Te.c.ment. SIT aho the note on Antiq. B. 1V. ch, iv.  or 	4, and 
it la a a nc.i. nit D. IV,  chap. viii. 	26. 
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with oil, but made into cakes of bread. But whatsoever it be 
that a priest himself offers, it must of necessity be all burnt. 
Now the law forbids us to sacrifice any animal at the same time 
with its dam: and in otbcr.cascs, not till the eighth day after its 
birth. Other sacrifices there are also appointed for escaping 
distempers, or for] other occasions, in which meat-offerings are 
consumed, together with the animals that are sacrificed of which 
it is not lawful to leave any part till the next dayl only the 
priests are to take their own share. 

CHAPTER X. 

Concerning the festivals; and how each day of such festival is 
to be obserred. 

§ 1. THL law requires, that mit of the public expenses a lamb 
of the first year be killed every day, at the beginning and at the 
ending of the day ; but on the seventh clay, which is called the 
Sabbath, they Lill two, and sacrifice them in the same manner. 
At the new mOon, they both perform the daily sacrifiees,, and 
slay two bulls, with ,:even lambs of the first year, and a kid of 
the goats also, fur the expimion of .sins; that is, if they have 
sinned through ignorance. 

'2. But on the seventh month, which the Macedonians call 
I iyperberenens, they make :at additiou to those already men-
tioned, and sacrifice a hull, a ram, and seven lambs, and a kid of 
the goats, for sins. 

On the tenth day of the saint. lunar month, they fast till 
the eveoing; and thi-. day they sacrifice a hull, and two rams, 

Ii
iik  and scvct • arnabs, and a kid of the goats, for sins. And, besides 

these, tl 	ring two kids of the goats; the one of whirl' is sent 
alive  eft of the limits of the camp into tfe wilderne-s iOr the 
scape goat, and to be an expiation for the sins of the wiade 11101 
tau& ; but the other is brought into it place of great cleanness 
within the limits of the camp, and is there burnt, with its skin, 
without any sort of cleansing. With this goat was burnt tt bull, 
not brought. by the people, but by the high-priest, at his own 
4:harges 5 11.11.1C11, 'c hen it was slain, he brought of the blool ir- 
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to the holy place, together with the blood of the kid of the goats, 
and sprinkled the ceiling with his finger seven times, as also its 
pavement, and again as often toward the most holy place, and 
about the golden altar: he also at last brings it into the open 

' court, and sprinkles it about the great altar. Besides this, they 
set the extremities, and the kidneys, and the fat, with the lobe of 
the liver, upon the altar. The high-priest likewise presents a 
ram to God as a burnt-offering. 

4. Upon the fifteenth day of the same month, when the sea-
son of the year is changing for winter, the law enjoins us to pitch 
tabernacles in every one of our. houses, so that we preserve our-
selves from the cold of that time of the year ; as also that when 
we shall arrive at our own country, and come to that city that we 
should have then for our metropolis, because of the temple there-
in to be built, and keep a festival for eight days, and offer burnt-
offerings, and sacrifice thank-oiferinp, that we should then carry 
in our hands a branch of myrtle, and willow, and a bow of the 
palm-tree, with the addition of the potnecitron. That the burnt-
offering on the first of those days tt as to be a sacrifice of thirteen 
bulls, and tburteen lambs, and fifteen rams, with the addition of 
a kid of the gnats, as an expiation for sins: and on the following 

A
1

.  days the same number of lambs, and of rams, wish the kids of the 

:

!goats ; but abating one of the bulls every day till they amounted 
° seven only. On the eighth day all work was laid aside, and 

!then, as we said before, they sacrificed to God a bullock, a ram, 
!mild seven lambs, with a kid of the goats, for an expiation Of sins. 
And this is .the accustomed soledinity of the Hebrews, when they 
pitch their tabernacles. 

.5. In the month of Xanthiens, which is by us called Nisan, 
and is the beginning of our yell., on the fourteenth day of the 
lunar month, when the sun is in Aries (for on this month it was 
that we were delivered from bondage under the Egyptians), the 
law ordained; that we should every year slay that sacrifice which 
I before t9ld you we slew when we came out of Egypt, and which 
was called the Passover; and so we do celebrate this passover in 

Otompanies, leaving nothing of what we sacrifice till the day 
following. • The feast of unleavened bread succeeds that of the 
passover, and fills on the fifteenth day of the month, and cond. 
nut.s seven the', wlwrcitt they feed on unleavened bread: on  every 
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one of which days two bulls are killed, and one ram, and s 
lambs. Now these lambs are entirely burnt, besides the Id' • 
the goats which is added to all the rest, for sins; for it is int( 
ed as a feast for the priest on every one of these days. But • ,! 
the second tLy of unleavened bread, which is the sixteenth day 
of the month, they first partake of the fruits of the earth, fur he-
fore that day they do not touch them. And while they suppose 
it proper to honour God from whom they obtain a pleitiful pro-
vision, in the first place, they offer the first-fruits of their barley, 
and that in the manner following: They take a handful of 
ears, and dry them, then beat them small, and eurge the le' air 
from the bran ;. they then bring one tenth deal to the altar , zo 
God; and casting one handful of it upn the fire, they leave the 
rest far the use of the pric,,ts. And ait,r', .in it is that they may 
publicly or privately reap their hervest. '!'hey also at thii par-
ticipation of the first-fruits of the earth, sacrifice a lamb, as a 
burnt-offering to God. 

G.  When a week of weeks has passed over after this saeritiee. 
(which weeks contain forty and nine. days), on the tntiet; 	y, 
which is Pentecost, but is • called by the lick 	Asartha, 
which signifies Pentecost, they bring to God a ',Jai, made of 
wheat flour, of two tenth duds, with leaven; 	Mr sacrifices 
they bring two lambs ; and when they have only , esented them 
to God they arc made ready for suppee for the 1 e•a:sts; nor is it 
permitted to • have any thing of them till 	day following. 
They also slay three bullocks for a burnt-offt :Inge and two rams; 
and fourteen lambs, with two tids of the goats for sins ; nor is 
there any one of the festivals but in it the c ffer burnt-offerings; 
they also allow themselves to rest on e‘i I ;  one of them. Ac-
cordingly the law prescribes in them all %.'hat kinds they are to 
mcrifiec, and how they arc to rest entirely, and must slay sacri-
fices in order to feast upon them. 

however, out of the common charges baked bread (was 
$0, 	the table of show read], without leaven, of twenty-four 
tenth deals of flour, for so much is spent upon this bread, two 
heaps 'of these were baked; they were taken the day before the 
Sabbath, but were brought into the holy place on the morning 
of the Sabbath, and set upon the. holy table, six on a heap, one 
luuf still standing over-against another; where two golden cups 
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11 of frankincense were also set upon them, and there they 
named till another Sabbath, and then other loaves were brought 
n their stead, while the loaves were given to the priests for their 
food, and the frankincense was burnt in that sacred fire wherein 
11 their ofFerinys were burnt also; and so other frankincense was 
et upon the loaves instead of what was there before. The [high)  
riest also, of his own charges, offered a sacrifice, and that twice 
very day. It was made of flour mingled with oil, and gently 
aked by the fire; the quantity was one tenth deal of flour; he 
rought the half of it to the fire in the morning, and the other, 

calf at night. The account of these sacrifices I shall give mo 
accurately hereafter; but I think I have premised what for th 
resent may be sufficient concerning them. 

CF1APIT.E. 

Of the Furificationc. 

OS 1. MOSES took out the tribe of Levi from comMunicating, 
with the rest of the people, and set them apart to be a holy 
tribe; and purified them by water, taken from perpetual springs, 
and with such sacrifices as were usually offered to God on the 

1n  

'ke occasions. He delivered to them alsolhe tabernacle, and.  
he sacred vessels, and the other curtains which were made for 

.  overing the tabernacle, that they might minister under the con 
, et of the priests, who had been already consecrated to God. 

2. He also determined concerning- animals; which of them" 
ight be used for food, and which they -were obliged to abstain 

rom : which matters, when this work shall give me occasion, 
.,  all he further explained ;. and the causes shall be added, b 

hich he was moved to allot some of them to be our food, an 
'enjoined us to abstain from others. However, he entirely forba 
us the use of blood for food, and esteemed it to contain the soul 

.  and spirit. He also forbad us to cat the flesh of an animal that 
I

,  

led of itself, as also the caul, and the fat of goats, and slice 
nd bulls. 	 ., 

3. He also ordered, that those whose bodies were a IC 
ith leprosy, and that had a gonorrhoea, should not come int 
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the city*: nay, he removed the women, when they had their 
nateral purgations, till the seventh day; after which he looked 
on them 'as pure, and permitted them to come, in again. The 
law permits those also who have taken care of funerals to come 
in after the same manner, when this number of days is over ; 
but if any continued longer than that number of days in a state 
of pollution, the law appointed the offering two lambs for a sa-
crifice; the one of which they are to purge by fire, Aul for the 
other the priests take it for themselves. In the same manner do 
those sacrifice who have had the gonorrhoea. But he that sheds 
his seed in his sleep, if be goes down into cold water, he has the 
same privilege with those that have lawfully accompanied with 
their wives. And for the lepers, he suffered them not to come 
into the city at all, nor to live with any others, as if they were 
in effect dead persons; but if any one had obtained, by prayer 
to God, the recovery from that distemper, and had gained a 
healthful complexion again, such a one returned thanks to God, 
with several sorts of sacrifices ; concerning which we will speak 
hereafter. 

4. Whence one cannot but smile at those who say, that Moses 
was himself afflicted with the leprosy when he fled out of Egypt, 
and that he became the conductor of dime who on that account 
left that country, and led them into the land of Canaan ; for had 
this been true, Moses would not have made these laws to his 
own dishonour, which indeed it was more likely he would have 
opposed, if others had endeavoured to introduce them ; and this 
the rather, because there arc lepers in many nations, who yet 
are in honour, and, not only free from reproach and avoidance, 
but who have been great captains of armies, and been entrusted 
with high offices in the commorwealth ; and have had the Li-
vileguK entering into holy placos and temples; so that nothing 
hint ed, but if either 1110::es himself, or the multitude that was 

ittlith him, had been liable to such a inif(Irtune in the colour of 
his skin, he might hay. 	1:mi• about them tOr their credit 
and advantago, anti have laid no mannor of ditlleulty upon them. 

• W. 17.17 herr U.CSP, y,r•t' b (.„1!, tl r c.fillo  the  ,j/!/1  and the 

r•-• lit  e C 	 t.J.f.,ttidt. 	ternp .,', 	tle• 	 ;I ruto /...// 	;v1lit 

.1r1 	(t.•• 	 6.1i:1,1); 	 tv,11 lot)r. 
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Accordingly, it is a plain case, that it is out of violent prejudice 
only that they report these things about us. But Moses was 
pure from any such distemper; and lived with countrymen who 
were pure of it also, and thence made the laws which concerned' 
others that had the distemper. Ile did this for the honour of 
God. But as to these matters, let every one consider them after 
what manner he pleases. 

5. As to the women, when they have born a child, Moses 
forbad them to come into the temple, or touch the sacrifices, 
before forty days were over, supposing it be a boy; but if she 
bath born a girl, the law is that she cannot lie admitted before 
twice that number of days be over. And when after the before-.-
mentioned time appointed for them, they perform their sacri- 
flees, the priests distribute them before God. 

G. But if any one suspect that his wife has been guilty of adul,  
tern, he was to bring a tenth deal of barley flour; they then cas 
one handful to God, and gave the lest of it to the priests fo 
food. One of the priests set the woman at the gates that arc 
turned towards the temple, and took the veil from her head, and 
wrote the name of God in parchment, and enjoined her to swear, 
that she had not at all injured her husband; and to wish, that 
if she had violated her chastity, her right thigh might be put,1  
out of joint; that her belly might swell, .and that she might die 
thus : but that if her husband, by the vi4nee of his affection, • 
and of the jealousy which arose from it, had been rashly moved 
to this suspicion, that sire might bear a male child on the tend 
month. Now when these months were over, the priest wipe 
the name of Cod out of the parclunent, and wrung the watea 
into a vial. He also took some dust out of the temple (if any, 
happened to be there), and put a little of it into the vial, and. 
gave it her to drink; whereupon the woman, if she were unjustly 
accused, conceived with child, and brought it to perfection in 
her womb : but if she had broken her faith of wedlock to her!,  
husband, and had sworn falsely before God, she died in a re.. 
proachful manner ; her thigh fell off from her, and her bell 
swelled with a dropsy. And these are the ceremonies about sas. 
crifices, and about the purifications thereto 'belonging, which' 
Moses provided for his countrymen. He also prescribed dig' 
following laws to them. 
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CHAPTER 

Seueral Laws. 

§ 1. 1 S for adultery , 11.1oscz forbad it entirely, as eskreming it 
an happy thing that men should he wise in the affairs or wedlock; 
and that it was profitable both to cities and families, that child-
ren sheuld be known to be genuine. He also abhorred men's. 
lying with their mothers, as one of the greatest crimes; and the 
like for lying with the father's wife, and with aunts, and sisters, 
and son's wives, a.; all instances of abominable wickedness. He 
also forbad a man to lie with his wife when she was defiled by 
her natural purgation: and not to come near brute beasts, nor 
to  approve of the lying with a male,1which .was to hunt after 
unkiivful measures on account of beauty. To those who were 
guilty of such insolent behaviour, lie ordained death for their 
punishment. 

.r2. As for the priests, he Prescribed to them a double degree 
of purity* : for he restrained. than in the instances ahove, and 
moreover forbad them to marry harlots. He also forbad them 
to marry n slave, or a captive, and suelt as gut their living by 
el-icating-trafles, and by keeping inns : as also a i.vornatt parted 
from her husband on any rateasion ‘vIte.oever. Nay, he did not 
think it proper for the high-priest to many even the widow of 
on3 that was  dead, though he allowed that to the priests; but he 
permitted him only to marry a virgin, and to retain her. Whence 
it is that the high-priest is not to come near to one that is dead, 
altholtgli the rest are net prohibited from coming near to their 
brethren, or lintellt3, .or children, when they are dead, but they 
are to he unblemished in all respects. He ordered, that the 
pric-t, who had any blemish, should have Lis portion indeed 
among the priests, but he forbad him to ascend the aliar, or to 

* These w 	Znseplaut;r, aro rtmarkah!r, that the Liwgivet of the Jews required 
of the pleat" t 	e degree of pa-;•y, iu comparison of thin required of the people, of 
which 1 giOlt,everol Instatic:.; immediately. it was f.r certain the case also among the 
flea ( hobnails, of the dory_,, in compslisorr to the laity, 83 the sittstulical constitutions 
and canons  every where inform us. 
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enter into the holy house. He also enjoined them, not only to 
observe purity in the.- sacred ministrations, but in their daily 
conversation, that it 1' fight be unblameable also. And on this 
account it is, that those who wear the sacerdotal garments are 
without spot, and eminent for their purity and sobriety nor are 
they permitted to drink wine so long as they wear those gar-
ments(-. Moreover, they offer sacrifices that are entire, and have 
no defect whatsoever. 

3. Anti truly Moses gave them all these precepts, being such 
as were observed during his own life-time. But though he lived 
new in the wilderness, yet did he make provision how they 
might observe the same laws when they should have taken the 
land of Canaan. He gave then rest to the land from ploughing 
and planting every seventh year, as he had prescribed to them 
to rest from working every seventh day; anti ordered, that then 
what grew of its own accord out of the earth should in common 
belong to all that pleased to use it, making no distinction in that 
respect between their own countrymen and foreigners: and he 
ordained, that they should do the same after seven times seven 
years, which in all are fifty years : and that fiftieth year is called by 
the Hebrews the Jubilee, wherein debtors are freed from their debts, 
and slaves arc set at liberty ; which slaves,beeame such, though 
they were of the same stock, by transgressing some of those laws 
whose punishment was not capital, but thtly were punished by 
this method of slavery. This year also restores the land to its 
former posseSsors in the manner f011owing: When the Jubilee is 
come, which name denotes liberty, he that sold the land, and he 
that bought it, meet together, and make an estimate, on one band, 
of the fruits gathered, and on the other hand, of the expenses 
laid out upon it. If the fruits gathered come to more than the 
expenses laid out, he that sold it takes the land again; but if the 
expenses prove more than the fruits, time present possessor re-
ceives of the former owner the difference that was wanting, and 
leaves the land to him; and if the fruits received, and the ex-
penses laid out, prove equal to one another, the present possessor 

here not., with 1S law:, thot the preeert  •;k en to the prie,t, net ,lriniting• 
wine, la ,le these r. tile • le, nl gar' octal, i.. quivalent to their abstinence flow  hall alit 

trltila  they 111111;4LCCA in the tar;. ^, br••.•eow eh.),  thin •thrsyt, and then only, more 
e;,'••yi r;a:Tt,we. 	.,•• 	th,te frt,at GIPo 	 ininistrn tiqn 
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relinquishes it to the former owners. Moses would have the 
same law obtain as to those houses also which were sold in 
villages ; hut he made a different law for such as were sold in 
a city: for if he that sold it tendered the purchaser his Money 
again within a year, 'lie was forced to restore it; but in case a 
whole year had intervened, the purchaser was to enjoy what he 
bad 'bought. 1 his was the constitution of the laws which 
Moses learned of God, when the camp lay under moist Sinai; 
and this he delivered in writing to the Hebrews. 

4. Now when this settlement of laws seemed to be well over, 
Moses thought fit at length to take a review of the host, as think-
ing it proper to settle the affairs of war. So he charged the 
heads of the tribes, excepting the tribe of Levi, to take an exact 
account of the number of those that were able toso to war; for 
as to the .Levites they were holy, and free from all such burdens. 
Now when the people had been numbered, there were found six 
hundred thousand, that were able to go to war, from twenty to 
fifty years of age, besides three thousand six hundred and fifty. 
Instead of Levi, Moses took Manasseh, the son of Joseph, among 
the heads of tribes; and Ephraim instead of Joseph. It was 
indeed of • desire of Jacob himself to Joseph, that he would 
give him his sons to be his own by adoption, as I have before 
related. 

5. When they set up the tabernacle, they received it into the 
midst of their camp, three of the tribes pitching their tents on 
each side of it, and roads were cut through the midst of these 
tents. It was like a well-appointed market; and every thing 
was there ready for sale in due order: and all sorts of artificers 
were in the shops; and it resembled nothing so much as a city 
that sometimes was moveable, and sometimes fixed. The priests 
had the first places aholit the tabernacle; then the Levites, who, 
becaull'.their whole multitude was reclomed front thirty (lays old, 
werditVenty-three thousand eight hundred and eighty males. 
And during the time that the cloud stood over the tdiernacle, 
they thought proper to stay in .t he same place, as supposing that 
God there inhabited among them ; but when that removed, they 
journeyed also. 

G• Moreover M04.:1 W:0; the illVelltOr of the form of their 
trumpet, which was made of silver. Its dc3eription is this : in 
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length it  VV:1S little less than a cubit., It was composed of a nar-
row tube, somewhat thicker than a flute, but with so much 
breadth as was sufficient for admission of the breath of a man's 
mouth: it ended in the form of a bell, like common trumpets. 
Its sound was called in the Hebrew tongue Asosra. Two of 
these being made, one of them was sounded when they required 
the multitude to come together to congregations. When the 
first of them gave a signal, the heads of the tribes were to assem-
ble, and con,-ult zlb:int the affairs to them properly belonging ;but 
when they gave the signal byboth of them, they called the multi-
tude together. Whenever the tabernacle was removed, itwas done 
in this solemn order : At the first alarm of the trumpet, those 
whose tents were on the cast quarter prepared to remove; when 
the second signal was given, those that were on the south quarter 
did the like ; in the; next place, the tabernacle was' taken to 
pieces, and was carried in the midst of six tribes that went before, 
and six that followed, all the Levites assisting about the taber-
nacle; when the third signal was given, that part which had 
their tents towards the west put themselves into motion; and at 
the fourth signal those on the north did so likewise. They also 
made use of those trumpets in their sacred ministrations, when 
they were bringing their sacrifices to the altar, as well on the 
Sabbaths as on the rest of the [festival] dayj. And now it was 
that Moses offered that sacrifice which was called the Passover 
in the wilderness,. as the first he had offered after the departs  
out of Egypt. 

CHAPTER XIII. 

now Moses, removed from mount Sinai, and 4'.ingitteted the p 
pie to the borders qf the Canaanites. . 

1. A TATTLE while afterwards he rose up, and went  from  
mount Sinai; and having passed through several mansions, of 
which we will speak anon, he came to a place called Hazeroth, 
where the multitude began again to be mutinous, and to blame 
Moses for the misfortunes they had suffered in their travels; 
ttnd that when he had persuaded them t9 leave a good land, they 

VOL. I. 
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at ono had lost that land, and instead of that happy state he 
had promised them, they were still wandering in their present 
miserable condition, being already in want of water ; and if the 
manna should happen to fail, they must then utterly perish;  .1 
Yet while they generally spake many and sore things against the 
man, there was one of them who exhorted them not to be un-' , 1  

mindful of Moses, and of what great pains he had been at about 
their common safety; and not to despair of assistance fkm God. 
The multitude thereupon became still more unr14, and more 
mutinous against Moses, than before. Thereupon Moses, al-
though he were so basely abused by them, encouraged them in 
their despairing condition, and promised that he would procure 
them a great, quantity of flesh-meat, and that not for a few days 
only, but for many cloy,. This they were not willing to believe: 
and when one of them asked, whence he would obtain such vast 
plenty of what be promised, he replied," Neither God, nor I, 
" although we hear such opprobrious words from you, will leave  1, 
" off our labours for you ; and this shall soon appear also." As 
soon as ever he had said this, the whole camp was tilled with 
quails, and they stood round about them, and gathered them in 
great numbers. However it was not long ere God punished 
the Hebrews for their insolence, and those reproaches they had 
used towards him, for no small number of them died. And 
still to this day the place retains the memory of this de-
struction, and is named Kibrotb-hattaavah, which is, The graves  1  
of lust. . 
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ClIAPTER 

How Moses sent some persons to search out the land of the Ca- 
,  naanites, and the largeness of their cities: and Arther, that 

when those who were sent were returned, afier forty days, and 
reported that they should not be a matchfbr them, and extolled 
the strength of the Canaanites, the multitude were disturbed, 
and fell into despair; and were molved to stone 21Iuses, 
and to return back again into Egypt, and sow the Egyp-
tians. 

I. WHEN Moses had led the Hebrews away from thence 
0 a place called Paran, which was near to the borders of the 

t anaanites; and a place. diffictilt to be continued in, he gathered 
the multitude together to a congregation; and standing in the 
midst of them, he said, " Of the two things that God deter-
" mined to 'bestow upon us, liberty, and the possession of a 
" happy country, the one of them ye already are partakers oF, 
." by the gift of God, and the other you will quickly obtain : for 
'' we now have our abode near the borders of the Canaanites, and 
' nothing can hinder the acquisition of it, when we now at last 

"are fallen upon it : I say, not only no 16:g nor city, but nei-
ther the whole race of mankind, if they were all gathered toge-
ther, could do it. Let us therefore prepare ourselves for the 

'‘ work, for the Canaanites will not resign up their kind • to us 
" without fighting, but it must be wrested 11%)/11 them by great 
" struggles in war.. Let us then send spies, who may take a 
1

'  

" view of the goodness of the land,. and what strength it is of. 
' But above all things, let us be of one mind, and let us honour 

1" God, who above di is our helper and assister." 
, 2. When Moses had said thus, the multitude requited him 
,.ith trunks of respect ; and chose twelve spies, of the most emi-
ent men, one out of each tribe, who passing over all the land 
f Canaan, from the borders of Egypt, came to the city Ilamath, 

find to mount LAanon ; and having learned the nature of the 
land, and of its inhabitants, they came home, having spent forty 
dayS in the whole work. They also brought with them of the 
fruits which the land bare; they also showed them the excel-

R 2 
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lency of those frttit,, and gave an account of the great quantity 
of the good things that land afforded, which were motives to the 
multitude to go to uar. But then they terrified them again with 
the great difficulty there was in obtaining it ; that the rivers 
were so large and deep, that they could not be passed over; and 
that the hills were so high that they could not 'travel along for 
them; that the cities were strong with walls and their firm for-
tifications round about them. They told them also, that they 
found at Hebron the posterity of the giants. Accordingly these 
spies, who had seen the land of Canaan, when they perceived 
that all these difficulties were greater there than they had met 
with since they came out of Egypt, they were affrighted at them 
themselves, and endeavoured to affright the multitude also. 

3. So they supposed, from what they had heard, that it was 
impossible to get the possession of the country. , And when the 
congregation was dissolved, they, their wives and children, con-
tinued their lamentatkn, as if God would not indeed assist 
them, but only promised them fair. They also again blamed 
Moses, and made a clamour against him, and his brother Aaron 
the high-priest. Accordingly they passed that night very ill, 
and  with contumelious language against them ; but in the 
morning they ran to a congregation, intending-to stone Moses 
and Aaron, and so to return into Egypt. 

1. But of the spies, there were Joshua the son of Nun, of the 
tribe of Ephraim, and Caleb of the tribe of Judah, that were 
afraid of the consequence, and came into the midst of them, 
and stilled the multitude, and desired them to be of good cou-
rage ; and neither to condemn God, as having told them lies, 
neither to hearken to those who had affrighted them, by telling 
them what was not true coneernkg the Cattaanites, but to those 
that enco 	.d them to hope for good,success; and that they 
should 	)ot= to

r. 
w,sion of the happiness promised them, because 

neither the 'height of mountains, nor the depth of rivers, could 
girder inert of true courage from attempting them, ''specially 
%elle God would take care of them beforchand, and he assistant 
,tkklietn., " Let us then go," said they, " against our enemies, and 
" have no suspicion of ill success, trusting, in Cod to conduct us, 
" and following those that are to be our leaders." Thus did these 
ti.voipthort them, and endeavour to pacify the rage they were in. 
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But Moses and Aaron fell on the ground, and besought God, 
not fur their own deliverance, but that he would put a stop to 
what the people were unwarily doing, and would bring their 
minds to a quiet temper, which were now disordered by their 
present passion. The cloud also did now appear, and stood over 
the tabernacle, and declared to them the presence of God to bci 
there;  

CHAPTER XV. 

i. 	 . 
§.1. MOSES came now boldly to the rinultitude, and infOrmed. 
them, that God was moved at their abuse of him, and would 
inflict punishment upon them, not indeed .such as they deserved 
for their sins, but such as parents inflict on their children, in 
order to their correction : for, he said, that When he was in the 
'tabernacle, and was bewailing with tears that destruction which 
was coming upon them, God put him in „mind what things he 

,  had done for them, and what benefits they had \received from 
him, and yet how ungrateful they had been to him :• that just 
now they had been induced by the timorousness of the spies to 
think that their words were truer than his own promise to them; 
and that on this account, though he would not indeed destroy 
them all, nor utterly exterminate their nation, which he had 
honoured more than any other part of mankind, yet he would 
not permit them to take possession of the land of Canaan, nor 

1

enjoy its happiness, but would make them wander in the wil-
derness, and live without a fixed habitation, and without a city, 
fur forty years together, as a punishment few this their trans-
gression ; hut that he hath promised to give that land to our 
'children, and that he would make them the possessors of those 

'  good things which, by your ungoverned passions, you have de-
prived yourselves of.  

2. When Moses had &scowled thus to'them, according to 

oses was displeasedat this; and fin'etold, that GM wcz: 
ry, and that they should continue in the icilderuess for 

"bpi!! years, and not, during that time, either return into 
Egypt, or take possession of Canaan. 
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the direction of God, the multitude grieved, and were in 
affliction; and entreated Moses to procure their reconciliation 
to God, and to permit them no longer to wander ;n the wilder-
ness, but to bestow cities upon, them: But he replied, that God 
would not admit of any such trial, for that God was not moved 
to this determination from any human levity, or anger, but that 
he had judicially condemned them to that punishment. Now 

;we are not to disbelieve, that Moses, who was but a single per-
SOD, pacified so many ten t ousands when they were in anger, 
and converted them to a mildness of :temper; for God was with 
him, and prepared the way to his persuasions of the multitude; 
and as they had often been disohidient, they were now sensible 
that such disobedience was disadvantageotks to them, and that 
they had still thereby fallen into.calamities. 

3. But this man was admirable. for his virtue, and powerful in 
making men give credit to what he delivered, not only during 
the time 'of his natural life, nut even there is still no one of the 
Hebrews, who does not act even now, as if Moses were present, 
and ready to punish him if he should do any thing that is inde-
cent ; nay, there is no one bin is obedient to what laws he or-
dained, although they might be concealed in their trt,msgressions. 
There are also many other demonstrations that his power was 
more than human, for still some there have been, who have 
come from the parts beyond Euphrates, a journey of four 
months, throurh many dangers, and at great expenses, in 
honour of our temple; and yet, when they bad offered their ob-
lations, could not partake of their owii sacrifices, because Moses 
had forbidden it, by somewhat iu the law that did not permit 
them, or somewhat that had befallen them, which our ancient 
customs made inconsistent therewith ; sione of these did not sa-
crifice at all, an others left their sierifi,7es in an imperfect con- 
dition; nay,. 	ny were not aiile even at first so much as to en- . 
ter hitt, the, 	iple, but went t heir ways in this state, as prefer- 
ring a subli ,.ion to' the laws of Miises, before the fulfilliog of 
their own ineliiiations, even when they had no fear upon them 
that any body could convict them, but only out of a reverence 
to their own conscience. Thus this leklation, which i:ppeared 
to be divine, made thi4 man to be esteemed as one superior to 
his own human nature. Nay further, a little before the begin- 
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ning of this war, when Claudius was emperor of the Romans, 
and Ismael was our high-priest, and when so great a famine*. 
was come upon us, that one tenth-deal of wheat was sold for four 
drachmw,and when no less than seventy cori of flour were In •-,11ght 
into the temple, at the feast of unleavened bread (these cori are 
thirty-one Sicilian, but forty-one Athenian medimni), not one 
of the priests were so hardy as to cat one crumb of it, even while 
so great a distress was on the -land; and this out of a dread of 
the law, and of that wrath which God retains against acts of 
wickedness, even when no one can accuse the actors. Whence 
we are not to wonder at what was then done, while to this very 
day the writings left by Moses have so great a force, that even 
those that hate us do confess, that he who established this set-
tlement was God, and that it was by the means of Moses, and 
of his virtue ; but as to these matters, let every one take them 
as he thinks fit. 
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BOOK IV. 

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF THIRTY-EIGIIT YEARS. 

[Front the rejection of that Generation, to the Itath 
Moses,] 

CHAPTER I. 

The fight of the Hebrews with the Canaanites, without the con-
sent of Moses ; and their defeat. 

§ 1..  NOW  this life of the Hebrews in the wilderness was so 
disagreeable and troublesome to them, that they were so uneasy 
at it, that although God had forbidden them to meddle with the 
Canaanites, yet could they not be persuaded to be obedient to 
the words of Moses, and to. be quiet; but supposing they should 
be able to beat their enemies, even without his approbation, they 
accused him, and suspected that he made it his business to keep 
them in a distressed condition, that they might always stand in 
need of his assistance. • Accordingly they resolved to fight with 
the Canaanites, and said, that God gave them his assistance, not 
out of regard to Moses's intercessions, hut because he took care 
of their entire nation, on account of their forefathers, whose 
affairs he took under his own conduct ; as also, that it was on 
account of their own virtue that he had formerly procured them 
their liberty,  apd  would be assisting to them, now they were will- 
ing to tak 	' s for it. They also said, that they were of them, 4i o  
selves  ,W 	hies sufficient for the conquest of their :wellies, 
although Moses should have a mind to alienate God from them : 
that however it was for their advantage to be their own masters, 
and not so far to rejoice in their deliverance from the indignities 
they endured under the Egyptians, as to bear the tyranny of 
Moses over them, and to stiffer themselves to be deluded, and 
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live according to his pleasure, as though God did only foretel  ,' 
what concerns us out of his kindness to him, as if they were not  4 

..author of all the knowledge we have, and we must still learn it 
from him : that it would be a piece of prudence to oppose his 

all the posterity of Abraham, that God made bhn alone the  1 

nd not waiting for any assistance from their legislator. 

arrog:Int pretences, and to put their confidence in God, and to  4  

:them, and not to give .car to him, who, on this account, and  
resolve to take possession of that land which he had promised 

under the pretence of divine authority, forbade th-in so to do.  '1  
Considering, therefore, the distressed state they wore in at pre- •, 

.bent, and that in these desert places they were still to expect 
things would be worse with them, they resolved to fight with the 
Canaanites, as submitting only to God, their supreme eon:1watt 

't 
2. When therefore they had come to this resolution, as boin; 

—  ), best for them, they went among their enemies; but those clic' 
mica were not. dismayed either at the attack itself, or at the 

, his defeat, andlteing afraid lost the enomics should 

great multitude that made it, and received them Nvith great 
ourage. Many of the Hebrews were slain; and the reinainder 

'of the army, upon the disorder of their troops, were pursued, and 
cd after a shameful manner, to their camp. Whereupon this 

, nexpected misfortune made them quite despond; and they  '1 

grew It c. 	

', toped for nothing that was good, as gathering from it, that this 
Miction cattle from the wrath of God, because they rashly 

out to war without his approbation. 
.,  3. But when Moses saw how deeply they were ::ffe 

lent upon this victory, and should be desirous of ...;:iiniti; sail 
. seater glory, and should attack them, resolved t!na it ',r :ve-1

d  

er to withdraw the army int') the wilderness to a i tki I. 
izinec from the Canaanites ; so the multite:lo ;•:11:' tla. 
gain to his conduct, for they were s,..,w-thie, that witliou 
are for them, their affairs,  could cot he in  it good condition ; a. 

.e caused the host to remove, and he ‘vcilt Eirther into the 
erness, as intending there to let them rest, and not to p 

them to fight the Canaanites before God should :‘ft'cri to 
more favourable opportunity. 
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CHAPTER II. 

The sedition of Corah, and of the multitude, against Moses, ant 
against his brother, concerning the priesthood. 

§ 1. THAT which is usually the case of great allies, and 
especially upon ill success, to be hard to be pleased, and govern-
ed with difficulty, did now. befall the Jews ; for they being in 
number six hundred thousand, and by reason of their great mul-
titude not readily subject to their governors, even in prosperity, 
they at this time were more than usually angry, both against one 
another, and against their leader, because of the distress they were 
in, and the calamities they then endured. Such a sedition over-
took them, as we have not the like example either among the 
Creeks ()tithe Barbarians, by which they were in danger of being 
all destroyed, but • were notwithstanding saved by Moses, who 
would nct remember that he had been almost stoned to death by 
them. Nor did God neglect to prevent their loin, but notwith-
standing the indignities they bad offered their legislator and the 
laws, and their disobedience to the commandments which he had 
sent them by Moses, he delivered them from these terrible cala-
mities, which, without his providential care, had been brought 
upon them by this sedition. So I will first explain the cause 
whence this sedition arose, and then will give an account of the 
sedition itself; as also of what settlements Moses made for their 
government, after it was over. 

2. Corah, 	Ichrew of principal account, both by his family 
and by his wealth, one that was als6 able to speak well, and one 
that could easily persnade the people by his speeches, saw that 
Moses was in an exceeding great dignity, and was uneasy at it, 
and envied him on that account (he was of the same tribe with 
Moses, and of kin to him), was particularly. grieved, because-he 
thought he better deserved that honourable post on account of 
his great riches, and not inferior to him in his birth. So he 
raisod a clamour against him among the Levites, who were of the 
same tribe, and especially among his kindred, saying, " that it 

was'a very sad thing that they should overlook Moses, while he 
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f' while, contrary to the laws, he ,had given the priesthood to 
" ill arts should obtain it, under the pretence of Cod's vo:ne land, 

4c  Aaron, not by the common suffrage of the multitude, but by 
" his own vote, as bestowing dignities in a tyrannical way on 

hunted after, and paved the way to, glory. for himself, and by 

ANTIQUITIES OF THE Jgws.
• 	

251 

! - " whom he ple.,sed." He added," that this concealed way of hn-
" posing on them Was harder to be borne, than if it had lieu' 
" done by an open force upon them, because he did now tuft 
" oniy take away their power withouf thcii consent, hut even 
" while they were unapprised of his contrivane( s . .z.ttinst them; for 
" whosoe'ver is conscious to himself that he &saves atty dignity, 

Olt
" aims to get it by persuasion, and pot by an arrogant method of - 	•   
" violence ; but those that believe it impossible to olttain those 

, " honours justly, they make a show of goodness, and do not in-
I

, 

 
" trodnee force, but by cunning tricks grow wickedly p ., ..crful : 
" that it was proper for the multitude to punish such tn.:;', even 
" while they'think themselves concealed in their designs, and 
" not suffh them to gain strength, till they have them for their 
" open enemies. For what account," added he, " is Moses able to 

give, v.hy he has bestowed the priesthood on Aaron and his 
" sons? for if God had determined to bestow that honour on one 
'" of the tribe of Levi, I am more worthy of it than he is; I my-

'  " self being equal to Moses by my family, and superior to him 

-1 
 •  " both in riches and in age : but if Cod 'had determined to 
" bestow it on the eldest tribe, that of Reubel Might have it 
." most justly; and then Mahan, and Abirimi, and 10n the son 

	

. 	 	of] Peleth, would have it, for these are the oldest men of that 
" tribe, and potent on account of their great wealth also."' 
'..  3. Now Coral], when he said this, had a mind to appear to I

b  

.  ake care of the public welfare, but in reality he was endeavour- 
fag to procure to have that dignity transferred by the multitude 

' .o himself Thus did he, out of a malignant design, but with 
'  latoilde words, diseoursefto those of his own tribe ; and when 

esie woe is did gradually spread to more of the people, and when 
.  he hearers still added to what tended to the scandals that were
ast upon Aaron, the whole army was full of them. Now of 
hose that conspired with Comb, there were two hundred and 
fty, and those of the principal men also, who were eager to have 

- the priesthood taken away from Moses's brother, and to bring 
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bito into disgrace,: nay, the multitude themselves were provoked 
to be seditious-, and attempted to stone Hoses; and gathered 
themselves together after an indecent manner, :with cotifusion 
nod disorder. And now they all were, in a tumultuous manner, 
rai,iug a elmrour before the tabernacle of God, to prosecute the 
tyrant, and to relieve the multitude from their slavery under Not 
Who, under colour of the (Eville commands, laid violent injunc-
tions upon them ; for that had it been God, who chost one that 
wits to perform. the of ice of a priest-, he would have raised a 
xvorthypetson to shat dignity, and would not have produced such 
a one as was inferior to many others, nor have given him that 
office; and in case that he had juelf.!:ed it fit to bestow it on Aaron, 
he -would have permitted it to the multitude to  bestow it,. and 
not have left it to he bestowed by his own brother. 

i. New althoof-Jt Moses had a great while ago foreseen this 
calumny of Comb's., and had seen that the people were irritated, 
yo: was he not affrighted at it ; but being of good courage, be-
cause be bad given them right advice about their :drain:, and 
Loosing that his brother had been made partaker of die,priest-
hood at the command of God;  and not by his 'own favour to 
Lim, he camel to the assembly; and, as fur the multitude, he 
slid not a word to than, but spake as loud. to Gorah as he could; 
and being very skilful in making speeches, and having this na-
total talent among others, that he could greatly move the mul-
titude with his discourses, he said, " 0 Corah, both thou and 
" all these with thee (pointing to the two hundred and fifty 

men), seem to be worthy of this honour ; nor do I pretend but 
" that this whole company may be worthy of the like dignity, 
" :1101011c:1i they may not he so rich, or so great as you are: not.  
" have 1 taken and given this office to my brother, because he 

'" excelled others in riches, for thou execedest us both in the 
grcatness of thy wealth'"; nor indeed because he was of an 

44 en • 1. family, for God, by giving us the same common an- 
." 	has made, our families equal : nay, nor was it out of 

lqotherly affection, which another might yet have justly done; 
" for certainly, unless 1 bad bestowed this honour out of regard 

* 	lv.•;•i• 	tmtine, that alohr.drglt our lilies say little  or t,utlil  • I 

1 	,  4  { 	t tat I oh the JOTS  and rIcliarnine.lanl, es 
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" to Cod, arid to his 	I had tti,t passed by fny.:t1f, and 
" given L to ;iaother, as being nearer of kin to mvskif ilrin to 

my brother, aml having- a closer intimacy with myself than I 
have with him; for surely it would not he a wise thing for me, 

" to expose myself lo the dangers of  oifoldints, and to bestow 
the happy employment on this account upon another. l'int 

•"‘ am above such base practices: nor would God have overlooked 
this matter, and seen himself thus despised, nor would he 

" have suffered you to be ignorant of what you were to  do, in 
order to please him; but he path himself .chosen one that is t 

" perform •that sacred office to him, and thereby freed us fro% 
" that care. So that it was not a thing that I pretend to give, 
" but only according to the determination of Cod; 1.therefore 
" propose it still to he contended for by such as please to put in 
" for it, only desiring, that he who has been already preferred, 
" and has already obtained it, may-  be allowed now also to offer 
" himself for a candidate. Ile preltnt3 your peace, and 
" living without sedition, to this honourable emplovinin 
" though in truth it was with your approbation that he obtained 
" it; for though God were the donor, yet do we not offend who 
" we thittli fit to accept it with your good will; yet would it have 
" been an instance of impiety not to have taken that 110!::1;n71111.. 
" employment when he offered it ; nay, it had been cx;:cedi; 
" unreasonable, when Cod had thought fit/toy one should 
" it fur all time to count, and had made it saatre nod fi 
" 	to have refused it. however, hr hirnFolf will j 

:11 win) it 	be whom he would have to offer srtv.  
" 	I•iot, and to have the direction of inatter: cu.  religion; 

i‘; a,srd. that Condi, who is ambitious' of this hon 
deprive God of the power of giving it to whom lie 

' ust.s. Put an cod therefore to your seditien  and distuih-
vn this account; and to-mLIrttow morning du every tat 

,m that desire the priesthood bring a censer from It 
• Hther unfit incense and lire: and do thou, U ('t 
:; , ,,I ..7ement to God, and await to see on xvhich 

his determination upon this occasion, but 
ta:,e thy..L•lf greater than 	'1)0 thou al; 

contsLit about tins employment may I CeeiVe 
And I supposo we may admit A.:11'011 witbunt of- 
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"  fence, to offer himself to this scrutiny, since he is of the same 
" lineage with myself, and has done nothing in his priesthood 
" that can be liable to exception. . Come ye therefore together, 
" and offer •your incense in public before all the people; and 

" when you offer it, he whose sacrifice God shall accept, shall 
- " be ordained to the priesthood, and shall be clear of the pre-

" sent calumny on Aaron, as if I had granted him that favotir 
' "- because he was my brother." 	 # 

CHAPTER III. 

How those that stirred.vp this sedition were destroyed, accord-
ing to the Will of God; and how Aaron, Moses's brotlwr, 
both he and his posterity,: retained the priesthood. 

§ 1.  WHEN-Moses bad said this, the multitude left off the 
turbulent behaviour they had indulged, and the suspicion they 
had of Moses, and commended what he had said, for those pro-
posals were good, and so were' esteemed of the people. At that 
time therefore they dissolved the assembly. But on the next 
day they came to the congregation in order tote present at the 
sacrifice, and at the determination that was to be made between 
the cimdidates for the priesthood. Now this congregation proved 
a turbulent one, and the multitude were in great suspense in 
expectation of what was to be done; for sonic of them would 
have been pleased if Moses had been convicted •of evil practices, 
but the wiser sort desired that they might be delivered from the 
present disorder and disturbance: for they were afraid, that if 
this sedition went on, the good order of their settlement would 
rather be destroyed; but.the whole body or the people do natu-
rally delight in clamours against their governors, and, by chang-
ing - their opinions upon the harangues of every speaker, disi-irb 
the public tranquillity. And noW Moses sent ine,:t-eiigers :la. 

and, Abiram an 	than, and ordered thornto come to the assem- 
bly, and wa . 

r 
 there for the holy offices that were to he per-

formed. Hut they answered the messenger, that they would 
not obey his summons; nay, would not overlook Moses's be-
haviour, who was growing too great for them by evil practices. 
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Now when Moses heard of this their answer, he desired the 
heads of the people to follow him,.and he went to the fiction of 
Dathan, not thinking it any frightful thing at all to go to these 
insolent people ; so they made no opposition, but went along 
with him. But llathan, and his associates, when they under-
stood that Moses and the principal of the people were coming 
to them, they came out with their wives and children, and stood 
before their tents, and looked to see what Moses would do. 
They had also their servants about them to defend themselves, 
in case Moses should use force against them. 

2.. But he came near, and lifted up his hands to heaven, and 
cried out with a loud voice, in order to be heard by the whole 
multitude; and said, " 0 Lord of the creatures that are in the 
" heaven, in the earth, and in the sea; for thou art the most 
" authentic witness to what I have clone, that it has all been 
" clone by thy appointment, and that it was thou that affiwdedst 
" us assistance when we attempted any thing, and showedst 
" mercy on the Hebrews in all their distresses; do thou come, 
" now, and hear all that I say, for no action, nor thought)  
" escapes thy knowledge; so that thou wilt not disdain to speak 
" what is true, for my vindication, without any regard to the 
" ungrateful imputations of these men. As for what was done 
" before I was born, thou knowest best, as not learning them by 
" report, but seeing them, and being preselit with them when.  
"•they were done; but for what has been done of laze, and 
" which these men, although they know them well enough, un-
" justly pretend t(Y suspect, be thou my witness. When I lived 
" a private quiet life, I left those good things, which by my own 
" diligence, and by thy counsel, I enjoyed with Miguel  my 
" father-in-law,  and t gave myself up to this 'people;  and nn-
" dement Many miseries  on their neconlit. I aho bore great 
"'labours, at lit 	is or,kr to obtain liberty ;1ir them, and now 
" in crier to their pre.,ervation; and have always showed my- • 
" 	ready to ti ,ist them in every distress of their3. Now 
" ei.erefore, since  I am suspeeted by those very men  whose he-
wing is owing to my labours, .come thou, as it is reasonable to 
" hope thou wilt: thou, I say, who showcdst me that fire at 
" mount Sinai, and madest me to hear its voice, and to see the 
"several wonders which that place afforded - me: thou who coin- 
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" mandedst me to go to Egypt, and declare thy will to this pc0 
" pie : ti 	who disturbedst the happy estate of the Egyptians)  
" and gayest us the opportunity ofilying away from our slavery 
" under them,. and nuttiest the dominion of Pharaoh inferi4 to 
44  HIV. (.10111-111i011: thin' tvht, ditl:;,t make the sea dry land for us, 
44  V. hell we kliew not whither to go, and didst overwhelm the 
" 	with those destructive waves which had been divided 
• us :  thou who dick bestow upon us the securitytf weapons 
" w!tett we were 'tided : thou I 	f NV.10 (...(.1(.1 make the fountains that 
• we"c ectrupted 	flow so as to L:.` tit for drinking, and didst 
"Itoisli us with Nvater that came out of the rocks, when we 
".were III the !;';', •:•'t .4 want of it: thou who didst preserve our 
" lives with [quaL, which wAs] food from the sea, when the 
" frui!s tit' the 	failed us; thou vvho didst send us such 
" !Um! from henvc:•, as had never been seen before: thou m'ho 

d:dst suggest to u. the, Knowledge of thy laws, and appoint us 
" a form of gm:run:cm: come thno, I say, 0 Lord of the whole 
" wY chi ,  and t!,it as such a judi;c and a witness to me as cannot 
•• 	and show how I have never admitted of any gift 
" 	.hytiee (nen any filthy rebrews, and have never con- 
" denired a poor tram that ought to have been acquitted, on 

•te:.:(41:1,1 of one that was rich; and have never attempted to 
" hart :;ti: commonwealth. I am now here present;  and 111I1 

suspected of a thing the remotest from Illy intentions, as if I 
" had given the priesthood to Aaron, not at thy command, lint 
" out • of 1..!y own favour to him; tip thou at this time demon-
" strate, that all things ate admin'.iiterell by thy providence, and 

that nothing happens l•iy chteoce; but is, governed hv thy will, 
" and thereby attains its cad : as also demonstrate that thou 
" tal.e,t care of those that have done good to the Hebrews; (lc- 
" inonstrate 	4, 1 say, by the punishment of Abirain and Da- 
" than, who condemn thee its an insensili!,. being, ;Ind oar. 
" overcome by my contrivances. This wilt thou do I,v 
" such ;in open r.tuislancut ou these nvo, who 
'' the lat.,. of tirlory, :•: 	tal.c 	(All of 11.2 	tit!, : 
'' on tnifyi*" .Matoicy. O.It so that it Way appeal the. 	 not 
' 4  die aft 	the manner 	', thee 111c11 	 that  ground which 
" they  tread upon, open (WOW then!, 1111(1 consume Ille111 with 

their fonilies  and goods. This will be a demonstration of thy 
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" power to all men ; avid this method of their sufferings will he 
" instruction of wisdom for those that entertain prolane scnti-
" mums of thee. By this lncans.I shall be found a good sc..rvant, 
" in the precepts thou host given. lw me. But if the calumnies 
" they have raised against Me be trt.e, mruest thou preserve 

)" these men frOm every evil acc:dcot, and bring all that destroe-
" tiun on Inc which I have imprecated upon theM. And when 
" thou host inliictecl panisInnent on those that have endeavoured 
" to deal unjustly with this people, bestow upon them concord 

s" and peace. Save this multitude that follow thy Command- 
'  " inentS, and preserve them free from harm, Mid let them not 
" partake of the punishment of those that have Sinned; fOr thou 
" knowest thyself, it is not just, that iiir the wickedness of those 
" men, the \t Mule belly of the Israelites should suffer punish.: 
" meet." 

3.. When ;,loses bad said this, with tears in his eyes, the 
ground was moved on a sudden ; and the agitation that set it in 

"motion  NV:V= like that n hieh the wind prodoces itt wave"; of the 
sea. The people were all affrighted; and the ground that was 
;Wont theft cants sunk down, at the great noise, with a terrible 

,sound, and carried whatAever was deal* to the seditious into it-
elf, who so entirely perished, that there Was not the least ap-
enrollee that any Mall hid ever been seen there, (he earth that 

iad opened its( if about them, closing again, and becoming en- 
he as it v.,: 	Jinuch that such 13 saw it afterWard did 
lot perceive that ant uch accident had happened to it. Tlw:i 
id these men perish, and become a deinonstiation of the power 
f God. And truly, any one would lament tlwin, te ,t only on 
count or this ottlamity 	them, \Vhicit yt.! de:erres our 

ommiscration, hut also because their kintlrol were pleased with. 
heir suffering; ; for they lOrgot the relation they bare to them, 
tal at tie sight of this sad accident approved of the judgement 

„ken ag,inst them ; and because they looked upon the people 
ohm.. 1;nhan as pestilent men, they thought they perished as 
suLo, and did nut grieve for them. 

4, :Ind now Moses called for those that contended about the 
pvte,thood, that ti iii! might he made who should he priest, and 
that ; c whose sacrifice Got! was most pleased with might be 
ordaiiiM oi that function. There Lttended two hundred alai fifty 

Vol- 1. 
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men, who indeed were honoured by the people, not only on ac-
count of the power of their ancestors, but also on account of their 
own, in which they excelled the others: Aaron also and Corah 
came forth, and they all offered incense, in these censers of theirs 
which they brought with them, before the tabernacle. Hereupon 
so great a fire shone out as no one ever saw in any that is made 
by the hand of man, neither in those eruptions out of the earth 
that are caused by subterraneous burnings, nor in salt fires as 
arise of their own accord in the woods, when the agitation is 
caused by the trees rubbing one against another; but this fire was 
very bright, and had a terrible flame,, such as is kindled at the 
command of God; by whose irruption on them, all the company, 
and Coral) himself, were destroyed*, and this so entirely, that 
their very bodies left no remains behind them. Aaron also was 
preserved, and not at all hurt by the fire, because it was God that 
sent the fire to burn those only who ought to be burned. Here-
upon Moses, after these men were destroyed, was desirous that 
the memory of this judgement might he delivered down to pos-
terity, and that future ages might be acquainted with it; and so 
he commanded Eleazar, the son of Aaron, to put their censers 
near the brazen altar, that they might lioe a memorial to posterity 
of what these men suffered, for supposing that the power of God 
might be eluded. And thus Aaron was now no longer esteemed 
to have the priesthood by the favour of Moses, but by the public 
judgement of God ; and thus he and his children peaceably en-
joyed the honour afterward. 

, s It (113(w:iv...hew, and nom the Samaritan Pentateuch, and, in effect, front the 
Pi.almist, as also from thee Apostolieal Constitutions, from Clement's fir epistle to the 
Cor;t.thiuns, from Ignatim's epistle to the Mugnesians, and front litt,ehiun, that Coral, 
was not SwallowN1 op with the Reubenites, hut burnt With the Levites of his own tribe. 
Sec E.'.pay on the Old Testswent, p.  co,  6 

rt 
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CRAFT ER 

11 hat happened to the Hebrews during thirty-eight years in the 
wilderness. 

§ 1. HOWEVER, ( this sedition was so far from ceasing upon 
this destruction, that it grew much stronger, and became more 
intolerable. And the occasion of its growing worse was of that 
nature, as made it likely the calamity would never cease, lint last 
for a long time : for the men, believing already that nothing is 
done without the providence of God, would have it, that these 
things came thus to Pass, not without God's favour to Moses ; 
they therefore laid the blame upon him, that God was so angry, 
and that this happened, not so ninch because of the wickedness 
of thosd that were punished, as because Moses procured the pu 
nishment; and that these men had been destroyed without any 
sin of theirs, only because they were zealous about the divine 
worship; as also that he who had been the cause of this dimintf-
tion of the people, by destroying so many men, and those the 
most excellent of them all, besides his escaping any punishment 
himself, bad now given the priesthood to tis brother so firmly, 
that nobody could any longer dispute it with him ; for no or 
else, to be sure, could now put in for it, since he must have see 
those that first did so to have miserable perished. Nay, besides 
this, the kindred of those that were destroyed made great entrea-
ties to the multitude to abate the arrogance of Moses, because it 
Would be safest for them so to do. 

2. Now Moses, upon his hearing for a good while that the 
people were tumultuous, was afraid that they would attempt 
some Alter innovation, and that some great and sad calamit 
woOl be the consequence. He called the multitude to a congr 
r!...on, and patiently beard what apology they made for the 

without opposing them, and this lest be should imbitter 
t.1,,,multitude: he only desired the heads of the tribes to bring 

s 
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their rods*, with the names of their tribes inscribed upon them, 
and that he should receive the priesthood in whose rod God 
should give a sign. This was agreed to. So the rest brought 
their rods, as did Aaron also, who bad Nvritten the tribe of Levi 
on his rod. These rods Moses laid up in the tabernacle of God. 
On the next day he brought out the rods, which were known 
from one another by those who brought them, they Vying dis-
tinctly noted them, as had the multitude also; and as to the rest, 
in the same form Moses had received them, in that they saw 
them still, but they also saw buds and branches grown out of 
Aaron's rod, with ripe fruits upon them : they were almonds, the 

__ rod having been cut out of that tree. The people were so 
.amazed at this strange sight, that though Moses and Aaron were I

'  

'before under some degree of hatred, they now laid that hatred 
aside, and began to admire the judgement of God concerning them; 
so that hereafter they applauded what God had decreed, and per-
mitted Aaron to enjoy the priesthood peaceably. And thus God 
Ordained him priest three several times; and he retained that 
honour without farther disturbance. And hereby this sedition of 
the Hebrews, which had been a great one, and had lasted a great 

ik  while, was at last composed. 
MP  3. And now Moses, because the tribe of Levi was made free 

from war, and warlike expedition,, and was set apart for the 
divine worship, lest they should want and seek after the neces-

saries  of life, and so neglect the temple, commanded the  
Hebrews, according to the will of God, that when they should 

' .,gain the possession of the land of Canaan, they should assign I

t  
forty-eight good and fair cities to the Levites; and permit them 
'o enjoy their suburbs, as ftr as the limit of two thousand cubits 
, would extend from the walls of the city. And besides this, he 
appointed that the people should pay the tithe of thc7, ,!111 

' fruits of the'earth, both to the Levites, and•to the pric .... 	^ 
!this is what that tribe receives of the multitude; btu i 1,.. 
it nueL,hary to set down what is 

,.. 	. 
paid by all, peculiat. 

pric5tF.
r!, 1,, 

CotWer11114; rl5 	ttto1cc rods of the twdee 	Isra,l, sec St. I` 
coma, much larger than 0.113i1,1(•'..,, 	.§ 	 rum' Lr. • 

$
01 
	IlleatUre liager olAo• 
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=1. Accordingly he commanded the Levites to yield up to the 
priests thirteen of their forty-eight cities, and to set apart for 
them the tenth part of the tithes which they every year receive of 
the people; as also, that it was but just to offer to God the first  
fruits of the entire product of the ground; and that they should 
offer the first-born of those four-footed beasts that are appointed 
for sacrifices, if it be a male, to the priests, to he slain, that they 
and their entire families may eat them in the holy city; but 
that the owners of those first-born which arc not appointed for 
sacrifices in the laws of our country, should bring a shekel and 
a half in their stead; but for the first-born of a man, five she-
kels: that they should also have the first-fruits out of the shear-,  
ing of the sheep; and that when any baked bread-corn, and 
made loaves of it, they should give somewhat of what they had 
baked to them. Moreover, when any have made a sacred vow, 
I mean those that are called Nazarites, that suffer their hair to 
grow long, and use no wine,when they consecrate their hair*, and 
offer it for a sacrifice, they are to allot that hair for the priests, 
[to be thrown into the fire.] Such also as dedicate themselves 
to Gud, as a corban, which denotes what the Greeks call a gift, 
when they are desirous of being freed from that ministration, ardi  
to lay down money for the priests; thirty shekels, if it be a 
woman, and fifty if it be a man; but if aly be too poor to pay 
the appointed stun, it shall be lawful for tlie priests to determine - 
that sum as they think lit. And if any slay beasts at home fo 
a private festival, but not for a religious one, they are obliged to 
bring the maw, and cheek [or breast]; and the right shoulder q 
the sacrifice, to the priest. With these Moses contrived that th 
priests should he plentifully maintained, besides what they had 

.out of those offerings for sins, which the people gave them, as I 
have set it down in the foregoing book. He also ordered, that 
out of every thing allotted for the priests, their servants, [their 
sons,-1. their daughters, and their wives, should partake, as well as 
the nselves, excepting what came to them out of the sacrifices 
.at were offered for sins; for of those none but the males of the 

fInnily of the priests might cat, and this in time temple also, and 
th t the same day they were offered. 

u.otioq on Numb. NI. IN. Inktr,  tmtik.e,  that the Greelt9 also, es well es the Jews,-
lumetimei cons-,ca Led tt,c heir of tt.cic iuv tL to the guy,. 
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5. When Moses had made these constitutions, after the sedi-
tion was over, he removed, together with the whole army, and 
came to the borders of Idumea. . He then sent ambassadors to the 
king of the Idumeans, and desired him to give him a passage 
through his country ; and agreed to send him what hostages he 
should desire, to secure him from an injury. He desired him 
also, that he would allow his army liberty to buyerovisions ; 
and, if he insisted upon it, he would pay down a price for the 
very water they should drink. But the king was not pleased 
with this ambassage from Moses: nor did he allow a passage for 
the army, but brought his people armed to meet Moses, and to 
hinder them, in case they should endeavour to force their pas-
sage. Upon which Moses consulted God hy the oracle, who 
wuuld not have him begin the war first; and so he with- 
th 	his forces, and travelled round about through the wilder- 
ness. 

Thcn it was that Miriam, the sister of Moses, came to her 
end, having completed her fortieth yeat4,  since she left Env:, 
on the first dayt of the lunar month Xanthicus. They then 
made a public funeral for her, at a great expense. She was 
buried upon a certain mountain, which they call Sin; and when 
they had mourned for her thirty days, Moses purified the people 
after this manner: Ile brought a heifer, that had never been 
used to the plough, or to husband-y, that was complete in all its 
parts, and entirely of a red colour, at a little distance from the 
camp, into a place perfectly clean. This heifer was slain by the 
high-priest, and her blood sprinkled with his finger seven times 
before the tabernacle of God ; after this, the entire heifer was 
burnt in that state together with its skin and entrails, and they 
threw cedar-wood, and hyssop, and scarlet wool, into the midst of 
the fire; then a clean man gathered all her ashes together, and 
them in a place perfectly clean. 'When therefore: 

	

Josephut, here ttre,i this phrase, "when the fortieth year tine entnthrt , .1;. 	%. rn 
i t wat, bekuri ; 	doer. ti, 1.4. 4,  %hen the clay or l'imitt-cohi K li cntnpl  It 

t 11'llether Miriam tllr.. . du 4 tit's Greek eopie. imply, on th. 
rtiot.th, may be doubts 	tho Latin copies say, it is I a on the t slq, 
the Jewieh calendars 	I) 	t  rd atsuro, tin. It it -aid her sei 	iv, it 
;ant none Pora, the 00 	.ii) 	Arabia Petrta, at this by; at alt., 	it 
.1.it far off. 
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'were defiled by a dead body, they lint a little of these ashes into 
Spring-water, with hyssop, and dipping part of these ashes in it, 
they sprinkled them with it, both on the third day, and on the 
• seventh, and after that they were clean. This he enjoined 
them to do also when the tribes should come into their own 
land. 

7. Now when this purification, which their lender made upon 
the mourning for his sister, as it has been now described, was 
over, he caused the army to remove and to march through the 
wilderness and through Arabia. And when he came to a place 
which the Arabians esteem their metropolis, which was former-
ly called Arce, but has now the name of Petra, at this place, which 
was encompassed with high mountains, Aaron went up one 
of them in the sight of the whole army, Moses having before told 
him that he was to die, for this place was over-against them. He 
put off his pontifical garments, and delivered them to Eleazar his 
son, to whom the high-priesthood belonged, because he was the 
elder brother; and died wiiile the multitude looked upon him. 
He died in the same year wherein he lost his sister, having lived 
in all a hundred and twenty and three years. He died on the 
first day of that lunar month which is called by the Athenians 
Hecatombteon, by the Macedonians Lous, but by the Hebrews 
Abba. 

CHAPTER V. 

How Moses &mquered &lion and Og, kings of the Anorites, and 
destroy ed their whae army, and then divided their land by lot 
to two tribes and a half of th? Hebrews. 

§ 1. THE people mourned for Aaron thirty days; and when 
this !.►ourning was over, Moses removed the army from that place, 
and came. to the river Arnon, which issuing out of the mountains 
of Arabia, and running through all that wilderness, fell into the 

.ke Asphaltitis, and became the limit betwee❑  the land of the 
Toabites, and the land of the Amorites. This land is fruitful, 

at.1 sufficient to maintain a great number of men, with the good 
things it produces. Moses therefore sent messengers to Sihon 
the king of this country, desiring that he would grant his army 
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a passage, upon what security he should please to require; he 
promised that he should be no way injured, neither as to that 
country which Sihon governed, nor as to its inhabitants; and 
that he would buy his provisions at such a price as should be to 
their advantage, even though he should desire to sell them.their 
very water. But Sihon refused his offer, and put his army into 
battle array, and was preparing every thing in order*  to hinder 
their passing over Anton. 

2. When Moses saw that the Amorite king was disposed to 
enter upon hostilities with them, he thought he ought not to bear 
that insult; and determining to wean the Hebrews from their in-
dolent temper, and prevent the disorders which arose thence, 
which had been the occasion of their former sedition (nor indeed 
were they now thoroughly easy in their minds), he inquired of 
God, whether he would give hint leave to fright? whicl► when he 
had done, and God also promised him the victory, he was him-
self very courageous, and ready to proceed to fighting. Accord-
ingly he encouraged the soldiers; and he desired of them that 
they would take the pleasure of fighting, now God gave them 
leave so to do. They then Upon the receipt of this permission, 
which they so much longed for, put on theirwhele armour, and set 
about the work without delay. But the Amorite king was. not 
now like to himself when the Hebrews were ready to attack him ; 
but both he himself was affrighted at the Hebrews, and his army, 
which before had showed themselves to be of good courage, were 

found to be timorous : so they could not sustain the first on-
set, nor bear up against the Hebrews, but fled away, as thinking 
this would afford them a more likely way for their eF•cape than 
fighting: for they depended upon their cities, which were strong, 
from which yet they reaped no advantge when they were forced 
to fly to them ; 	as soon as the Hebrews saw them giving 
ground, they immediately pursued them close; and 	1!„ • 
had broken their ritliks, they greatly terrified them, and 
them broke off from the rest, and ran away to the cities. Iv v 
the liebvely tiursued them briskly, and obstinately perse...red ► 
the laboue3 they had already undergone; and being very 
in slinging, and very dexterous in throwing of darts, or ito:,  t 
else of that kind; and also having nothing but light tte ,tt, 
which made them quick-in the pursuit; they overtook tr.. 
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mien ; and for those that were most remote, and could not be 
overtaken, they reached them by their slings and their bows, so 
that many were slain; and those that escaped the slaughter were 
sorely wounded, and these, were more distressed with thirst than 
with any of those that fotigl►t against them, for it was the summer 
season : and when the 'greatest number of them were brought 
down to the river• out of a desire to drink, as also when others 
fled away by troops, the Hebrews came round them, and shot at 
them, so that what with darts, and what with arrows, they made 
a slaughter of them all. Silion also their king was slain. So the 
Hebrews spoiled the dead bodies, and took their prey. The land 
also which they took was full of abundance of fruits, and the army 
went all over it without fear, and fed their cattle upon it ; and 
they took the enemies prisoners, for the)• could no Ns-ay put a 
stop to them, since all the fighting men were destroyed. Such 
was the destruction which overtook the Ainoritcs; who werenei-
ther sagacious in counsel, nor courageous in action. Hereupon 
the Hebrews took possession of their land, which is a country 
situate between three rivers, and naturally resembling an island: 
the river Anton being its southern limit; the river Jabbok deter-
mining its northern side, which running into Jordan  loses its 
own name, and takes the other; while Jordan itself runs along 
by it, on its western coast. 

3. When matters were come to .this' state, Og, the king  of 
Gilead and Gaulanitis, fell upon the Israelites. He brought an 
army with him, and came in haste to the assistance of his friend 
Sihon. But though he found him already slain, vet did he re. 
solve still to come and light the Hcbrew,:; supposing he should 
be too hard for them, and being desirous to try their valour ; but 
'idling of his hope, he was bottt himself slain i►► the battle, and 
:111 his army was destroyed. So Moses passed over the river Jab-
bolt, and over-ran the kingdom of Og. He overthrew their 
eiti,s, and slew all their inhabitants, who yet exceeded in riches 
all the men in film Part of the continent on account of the good- 
ss 	the soil, and the great quantity of their wealth. Now Og 
ad very few equals, either in the largeness of his body or hand-
mencss of his appearance. He was also a man of great activity 
.'‘e use of his hands, so that his actions were not unequal to 
vast larv-eness and handsome appearance of his body. And 

   
  



1 

266 	 ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 	Book 1 

men could easily guess at his strength and magnitude when they 
took his bed at Rabbath, the royal city of the Amnionites ; its 
structure was of iron, its breadth four cubits, and its length a 
cubit more than double thereto. However, this fall did not only 
improve the circumstances of the Hebrews for the present, but • 
by his death he was the occasion of further good success to them; 
for they presently took those sixty cities which were erwompassed 
with excellent walls, and had been subject to him; and all got 
both in general and in particular a great prey. 

CHAPTER Vl. 

Concerting Balaam the prophet, and what kind of man 1w was. 

§ I. Now Moses, when he had brought his army to Jordan, 
pitched his camp in the great plain over-against Jericho. This 
city is a very happy situation, and very fit for producing palm 
trees and balsam. And now the Israelites began to be very 
proud of theMselves, and ware very eager for.  fighting. Moses 
then, after he had offered for a few days sacrifices of thanksgiving 
to God, and feasted the people, sent a party of armed men 'to lay 
waste the countryof the Midianites, and to take their cities. Now 
the occasion which he took for making war upon them was this 
that follows. 
• 2. When Balak the king of the Moabites, who had from his 

ancestors a friendship and league with the Midianites, saw how 
greatly the Israelites were grown, he was much affrighted on 
account of his own' and his kingdom's danger; for he was not 
acquainted with this, that the Hebrews would nOt meddle with 
any other country, but were to be contented with the possession 
of the land oVanaan, God having forbidden them to go any. 
farthci*.. So he, with more haste than wisdom, resolved to Male 

* What Josephus here remarks is well worth our retnalk in this ple 
the Israelites were never to meddle with the Moabites or Ammoni;es, 
ple, but those belonging to the land of Canaan, and the countries o 
beyond Jordan, ar. far as the de'trt and Euphrates, :md that thereforii 
had reason to fear the cuncpusts of the Israelit-s ; hut that these eountri 
God were their proper and peculiar portion among the nations, and the 
roared to dispests them might ever be justly dam,: ed by them. 
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an attempt upon them by words: but he did not judge it pru-
dent to fight against them, after they had such prosperous suc- • 
cesses, and even became out of ill successes more happy than be-
fore; but he thought to hinder them, if he could, from growing 
greater, and so he resolved to send ambassadors to the Midianites 
:Wain them. Now these Midianites knowing there was one' 
Balaam, who lived by Euphrates, arid  was  the greatest of the 
prophets at that time, and one that was in friendship with them, 
sent some of their honourable princes along with the ambassa-
dors of Balnk, to entreat the prophet to come to them, that he 
might imprecate curses to the destruction of the Israelites. So 

• Balaam received the ambassadors, and treated them very kindly, 
and when he had supped, he inquired what was God's will, and 
what this matter was for which the Midianites entreated him to 
come to them ? But when God opposed his going, he came to 
the ambassadors, and told them, that he was himself very will.. 
ing and desirous to comply with their request, but informed them, 
that God was opposite to his intentions, even that God who had 
raised him to great reputation ou account of the truth of his 
predictions; for that this army, which they entreated him to conic 
to curse, was in the favour of God ; on which account he advised 
them to go home again, and not to persist in their enmity against 
the Israelites ; and when he had given thgn that answer, he dis-
missed the ambassadors. 

3. Now the Midianitcs, at the earnest request and fervent en-
treaties of-Balak, sent other ambassadors to Bahian', who, desir-
ing to gratify the ,men, inquired again of God ; bttt he was dis-
pleased at this [second] trial*, and bid him by no means to con- 

'1' Note, that Josephus never supposes Bala= to be an idolater, '11,11' to serk idolatrous 
enehanunents, or to prophesy falsely, but to be no other than an ill-dispos...d prophet  of 
the  true God; and intimates that Cod's answer  the  second tine, permitting 'hint to go, 
Tr  s IrUniCNI,  and oil des ;u that he should be deceived (Which *sort  of deception, by tray 
of punishmo it for former crimes, Josephtis never temples to iiihnit, as ever esteem- 

', 	ing such wicked men justly and providentially deceit 	But ',crimps ttc had better 
here closeio the text, which says, Numb: xsni. if 0, :II • that Gnd oils 1.vinitted 

ti 	tlaan1 to go along with the ambassadors, in 011,0 they came arid called him, or positively 
trR'sted on his going along with them on  ally terms; v.1101':l liatiain seems out of he- 

pat nice to have risen up in the morning, and saddled ha a c,  and rather to hare called 
them, than ,,taid for their  calling him; so 	doss he secia to have been for his re- 
ward of &•.illation, his  wages  or utinghteutiitl.v. (Num. Axii. 7, 17, 15,37.'f Pet. 
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.  wall on het!) sides, the ass on which Balaam rode, understood 
hat it was a clip inc spirit that met him, and thrust Balaam to one 

n the way, when he was in a narrow passage, and hedged in with 

raffia the ambassadors. Now  l3alaant did not imagine that 

long with the ambassadors : but when Ate divine angel met him 
'od gave this injunction in older to deceive him, so he went 

F the walls, without regard to the stripes which Balar, when 
w was hurt by the wall, gave her; but when the ass, upon the 
ni.r,ei's continuance to distress her, and upon the stripes which 

_ 	ere given her, fell down, by the will of Ged, she trade use of 
.the voice of a man, and complained of Balsam, as acting un-
astly to her; that whereas he had no fault to find with her in 
ter flamer service to him, he now indicted stripes upon her, as 
of understanding that she was hindered from serving him in 

that he was now going about, by the -providence of God. And 
when he was disturbed by reason of the voice of the ass, which 
.as that of a man, the angel plainly appeared to him, and 
lamed him for the stripes he had given his ass ; and informed 
an, that the brute creature was nut in fault, but that he was 

,iinls,...lf come to obstruct his journey, as being contrary to the 
'ill of (.4x1. Upon which Balsam was afraid, and was prepar-
1g  to return bark again, yet did cod excite him to go on his 
itentled way ; but added this injunction, that be should declare 

thing lint what he himself should suggest to his mind. 
. Winn (;od had given him this charge, he came to fl:ilak ; 

17.(1 when the king hail entertained him in a magnificent man-
we, he desired him to go to one of the mountains, to take a view 
If  the slate of the camp of the Ilehtea.s. Balak himself also 
.aite.; to the mountain, and brought the prophet along with hum, 

;,with a ro,al attendance. This mountain lay over their heads, 
ad was distant sixty furlongs from the camp. Now when he 
,.:v themdesired the king to build him seven altars, and to 
rim bin .- many hulls and rams ; to Which desire the kiwg did 
r...s..11tly confrm. 	lie then slew the sacrifices, and 
Leal as borats-offerings, that he :night oh,erve some H , 

!e, 5, ILI wti h Myatt (IT W^g:.!•.  tire truly religialllt 11111)1111.3  tlf 0011 nevi 

y.r ;e ,..eir9,110;itte our Josephas • takes n‘?tieo in. the ease,. of Saltine], 
. 	and Dapiel, Antiq. 11. X. rho's. xi, § 	See utao (,o, • 

,, v. 1;.. iG,  1G, 	311,t 	viii. 1`I-21, 
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the flight of the Hebrews. Then said he," I hippy is this people 
" on whom God bestows the possession of innumerable good 
" things, and grants them his own providence to be their assist-
" ant and their guide ; so that there is not any nation among 

-  " mankind but you will be esteemed superior to them in virtue, I

'  

." and in the earliest prosecution of the best rides of life, and of 

." such as are pure from wickedness, and will leave those rules to 

.." your excellent children, and this out of the regard that God 
" bears to you, and the provision of such things for von as may 
4' render you happier than any other people under the sun. 
" You shall retain that laud to ‘vhielt he bath sent you, and it 
" shall ever be under the command of your children ; and both 
" all the earth, aS well as the seas, shall be filled with your,  lory: 

.." and you shall be sufficiently numerous to .etipplv the world it 
" general, and every region of it in particuLir, with inhabitants 

I

'4, 4  out of your stock. 

' 	

however, 0 blessed army ! \yonder that 
l'' you are become so many from one father : and truly, the land • 
," of Canaan can now hold you, as being yet comparatively lov ; 

- " but know ye that the whole world is proposed to buyout. place 
" of habitation for ever. The multitude of your posterity also 
" shall live'as "%veil in the islands, as on the continent, and that 
" more in number than are the stars of heaven. And when von 
" are become so many, God will not relinquish the care of you, 

IV but will afford you an abundance of all good things in time of 
/Fr  " peace, with victory and dominion in time of war. May the 

" children of your enemies have an inclination to fight against 
" you ; and may they be so lito•dy as to conic to arms, and to 
" assault you in battle, for they will not return with viemry, nor 
" will their return be agreeable to their children and wives. 
" To so great a degree of valour wi ' : , n be raised by the pm- I
'  vidence of God, who is able to (limb.' I the affluence of sotoe 

1" and to supply the wants of others."  
) 5. Thus did Balaam speak by inspiration, as not beim; in his 

wn per, but moved to say what. he did by the divine spirit. 
. nut then Balak was displeased, and said he had broken the eon- 

,raet he bad made, when 	he was to come, as he and his co:I- 
. .flerates had invited him, by the promise of great presents : for 

.  whereas he came to curie their enemies, he had made an eneo-

k,, 
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mium upon them, and had declared that they were the happiest 
of men. To which Balaam replied, " 0 Balak, if thou rightly 
" considcrest this whole matter, canst thou suppose that. it is in 
"  our power to be silent, or to say any thing, when the spirit of 

God seizes upon us ? For he puts such words as he pleases in 
" our- mouths, and such discourses as we are not ourselves coil-
" scious pf. I well remember by what entreaties lioi you and 
" the Midianites so jovfully brought me hither, atYd on that 
" account I took this journey. It was my prayer, that .' 'nigh.  
" not put any affront upon you, as to what you desired of me: but 
" God is more powerful than the purposes I had made to serve 
" you.; for those that take% upon them to forctel the affairs of 
" mankind, as from their own abilities, are entirely unable to do 
" it,  or  to forbear to niter what God suggests to them, or to offer 
" violence to his will ; for when he prevents us and enters into 
" us, nothing that we say is our own. I then did not intend to 
" praise this army, nor to go over the several good things which 
" God intended to do to their race; but since he was so favourable 
" to them., and so ready to bestow upon them a happy life, and 
" eternal glory, he suggested.  'the declaration of those things to 
" me. But now, because it is my desire to oblige thee thyself, 

as well as the Midianites, whose entreaties it is. not decent for 
" me to reject, go to, let us again rear other altars, and offer the 
" like sacrifices that we did before ; that I ,may see whether I 
" can persuade God to permit me to bind these men with 
" cuts-es.' Which when Balak had agreed to, God would not 
even upon second sacrifices consent to his cursing the Israelites. 
Then fell Balaam upon his thee, and foretold what calamities -
would befal the several kings of the nations, and the most emi- 
nent cities, some of.which of 	were not so much as inhabited; 
which events have come to pass among the several people con-
cerned, both in the foregoing ages, and in this, till my own 
Memory, both by sea and by land. From which completion of 

t,  Whither Jo,ephus had in his copy but two nttempts of 13uhtam in nit to curse  Is, sds 
or whether hy this his twice offering sacrifice; he want twice beside that first tin. • 
almniy mentioned, which yet is tmt very probnhle ; cannot now be certainly determine 
I it the neon time, all other copies have three such uttonpts of Bakuun to curse the ita 
in the vrcGent history. 
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"••• 
all these predictions that he made, one may eak,iigfess that the 
rest will have their completion in time to come. 

6. But Balak being very angry that the Israelites were not 
cursed, sent away Balztam without thinking him worthy of any 
honour. Whereupon, when he was just upon his journey, in 
order to pass the Euphrates, he sent for Balak, and for the prin-
ces of the Midianites, and spike thus to them " 0 Balak, and 
" you Midianites that are here present, (for I am obliged, even 
" without the will of God, to gratify you), it is true no entire 
" destruction can seize upon the nation of the Hebrews, neither 
" by war, nor by plague, nor by scarcity of the fruits of the 
" earth, nor can any other unexpected accident be their entire 
" ruin; for the providence of God is concerned to preserve them 
" from such a misfortune, nor will it permit any such calamity 
" to come upon them whereby they may all perish : but some 
" small misfortunes, and those for a short time, whereby they 
44' may appear to be brought low, may still befal them; hut af-
" ter that they will flourish again, to the terror of: those that 
" brought those mischiefs upon them. So that if you have a 
" mind to gain a victory over them for a short space of time, 
" you will obtain it by following my directions: do you there-
" fore set out the handsomest of such of your daughters as are 
" most eminent for beauty, and proper to force and conquer the 
" modesty of those that behold them, .And these decked and 
" trimmed to the highest degree you are able. Then do you 
" send them to be near the Israelites' camp; and give them in 
" charge, that when the young men of the Hebrews desire their 
" company, they allow it them ; and when they see that they are 
" enamoured of them, let them take their leaves, and if they 
" entreat them to stay, let the,n not Five their consent till they 
" have persuaded them to leave off their obedience to their own 
" laws, and the worship of that God who established them, and 
" to worship the gods of the Midianites and the Moabites; for by 
" this means, God will be angry at them*." Accordingly, when 
Balaam had suggested this counsel to them, he went his way. 

TM This grand maxim, that God's people of Israel could never be hurt nor destn-oyed, 
het by drawing them to sin against God, appears to he true by the entire history of 
that people, both in the Bible, and in Josephus, and is often taken notice of in them 
both. Sec in particular a moot remark4fe Ammonite testimony to this purpose, Judith, 
V. .5.-21. 
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7. So when the Midianites bad sent their daughters, as Ba-
laam had exhorted them, the Hebrew young men were Allured 
by their beauty, and came to discourse with them; and besought 
them not to grudge them the enjoyment of their beauty, nor to 
deny them their conversation. These daughters of the Midian-
ites received their words gladly, and consented to it, and staid 
with them ; but when they had brought them to be ratnoured 
of them, and their inclinations to them were grown to ripeness, 
they began to think of departing from them: then it was that 
these men became greatly disconsolate at the women's departure, 
and they were urgent with them not to leave them, but begged 
they would continue there, and become their wives ; and they 
promised them they should be owned as mistresses of all they 
bad. This they said with an oath, and called God for the arbi-
trator of what they promised ; and this with tears in their eyes, 
and all other such marks of concern as might show how misera-
ble they thought themselves without them, and so might move 
their compassion for them. So the women, as soon as they per-
ceived they had made them their slaves, and had caught them 
with their conversation, began to speak thus to them: 

S. " 0 you illustrious young men! we have houses of our 
" own at home, and great plenty of good things there, together 
" with the natural affectionate love of our parents and friends; 
" nor is it out of our want of any such things that we come to 
" discourse with you, nor did we admit of your invitation with 
" design to prostitute the beauty of our bodies for gain; but tak-
" ing you for brave and worthy men, we agreed to your request, 
" that we might treat you with such honours as hospitality re- 

quired: and now seeing you say that you have a great Wee-
" tion for us, and arc troubled when you think we are departing, 
" we are not averse to your entreaties; and if we may receive 
" such assurance of your good-will as we think can be alone sof-
" licient, we will be glad to lead our lives with you as 
" wives; but we are afraid that you will in time be weary 
" company, and will then abuse us, and send us back 
" parents, after an ignominiouS manner ;" and they desire 
they would excuse them in their guarding against that 
pm. •Ant thr young men professed they would give ther 
any assurance they should.  desire ; nor did they at' all contradki 
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what they requested, so g•: at was the passion they had for them. 
" If then," said they, " this be your resolution, since you make 
" use of slid) customs and conduce of life as arc entirely.di &rent 
" from all other nice, insomuch that your kinds of food are pe-
t euliar to yourselves, and your kinds of drink not common to 

" others, it will be absolutely necessary,• if ‘you would 'have us 
" for your wives, that you do withal worship our gods: nor 
" can there be any other denlinlqratiOn of the IChltlike•-•S which 
" you say you already have, and promise to have hereafter to 
" us, than this, that you worship the same  gods •that we do: 
" for has any one reason to complain, that now von are e:aue 
" into this country, you should wor4tip the proper gods d  the 
" same country ? especially while our gods are cAmnon to all 

men, and yours such as belon,r to nobody el-a,  but yourselves." 
So they said they must either Nano into such methods of. divine 
worship as all others came into, or else they must look out for 
another world, wherein they may live by themselves, according 
to their own laws. 

9. Now the young' 'Lon were induced by the iondness they 
had for these wonem, to think they spalw very well: !No they 
gave  themsLives up to what they petsuaded thorn, and tvans:riv.,-
col dmir 0asu 11\v:>; and :•upp.:4ng thew were nr,,ply go(k, ;aid' 
resolving that they would sac6lice to them neoacI;cg to the taws 
of that country ‘‘hich oplained them, 64 both N.V .10  (1.'11!!'idtCd 

with dick strange food, ;n:1 tvtait tat to do eery thing tiv:t the 
1v0111111 %Vo!11,1 Itnye li;t111 do, though in conp:Brict:on to flair 
own haws; so lar indeed that thi:; transgression 1v;',  already gone 
through the whole arn,y of the \ oung men, and they full into .t 
sedition that wa: much 	:halt till` forinta% 	J ot' , (:;o : v,..1- 
of the entire abolition of Clett own institutions; for whlit once 

what  Jo;,,eulati livre put.% into the mouth. or !hone 11i.11 ollte won', 	ruche 
to entire the Naelifet to lvadocs,  And  id,,tutry, 0/. dm their uut,1411 t f ilv fin! of 

opp,,ition to their 	god,, fo,pdt d dr' ir 	lag koNadlnit io the 11..1" lana 
ill,: 	In` 	h 	;;IVt'll 1111111 	MO,  /I  in nVI'n'iflUn  t" rho 	1 "1'n". la" 

acre obierveil ureter thelr false pile,'  wt.11 ill...otos our comidt•tation ; nod ithe% 
L. a sub-A:mead reetan lb/ the ,tent concern that no.; rviar altoaLd male, the law of 
mazes, to re  NYC the 1.4a litri Imo idolitry, and in the wor.hip of thu 11114.  Goat :  

lining of 1.0 I. 	coovegocore than, whr tlaa-tiors people Jambi bn govirnta I y th" 

holy laws of the true Cud, or by the imptun  huts  derived from derninel, under the Pitt•Ilt 

V01.. 1. 
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the youth had tasted of these strange customs, they went with,,i, 
insatiable inclinations into them ; and even where some of the 
principal men were illustrious-  on account of the virtues of theii 
fathers, they also were corrupted together with the rest. 

10. Even Zhnri, the head of the tribe of Simeon, accompa.  
nied with Cozbi, a Midianitish woman, N1ho was the daughter;'' 
of Sur, a man of authority in that country; being desired by 
his wife to disregard.the law of Moses, and to ibllow those 
she was used to, lie complied with her, and this both by sacri-
ficing after a manner different from his own, and by taking a 
stranger to wife. When things were thus, Moses was afraid 
that matters should grow worse, and called the people to a con, 
zregation, but then accused nobody by name, as unwilling to 
drive those into despair who, by lying concealed, might come to 
repentance; but he said, " that they did not do what was either 
" worthy of themselves, or of their lathers, by preferring plea-
" sure to God, arid to the living according to his will: that it 
" was fit they should change their coursesy while their affairs 
" were still in a good state; and think that to be true fortitude 
" which offers not violence to their laws, .but that which resists 
"their lusts. And besides that, he said, it was not a reasonable 
" thing, wheat they had lived soberly in the wilderness, to act 
" madly now they were in prosperity; and that they ought not to 
" lose, now they have abundance, what they had gained when 
" they had little." And so did he endeavour, by saying this to 
correct the young men, to bring them to repentance for what 
they had done. 

11. But Ziniri arose up after him, and said, " Yes, indeed, 
" Moses, thou art at liberty to make use of such laws as thou 
" art so fond of, and haq, by. accustoming thyself to them, 

made them firm; ()them i,e, if things had not been thus, thou 
6C  hadst often been punidud btfore now, and hadst known 
46  the Hebrews are not easily put upon ; but thou shalt 
" me one of thy followers in thy tyrannical commandi, 
" lost nothing el:e hitherto, but, under pretence of 1 
• of God, wickedly impose on us slavery, and gain do 
" thyself, while thou deprives' us of the sweetness of !if 
" consists in acting according to our own wills, and is th,-. 
• of freemen, and of those that have no lord over chem. 
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" indeed, this man is harder upon the Hebrews than were the 
=.!! Egyptians themselves, as pretending to punish according to 
"his laws, every one's acting what is most agreeable to himself; 
" but thou thyself better deservest to suffer punishment, who 
" presumest to abolish what every one acknowledges to be what 
" is good for him, and aimest to make thy single opinion to lvt-ve 
" more force than that of all the rest; and what I now do, and 
"think to be right, I shall not hereafter deny to be according to 
" my own sentiments. I have married, as thou sayest rightly, 
" a strange woman, and thou Nearest what I do from myself as 

• " from one. that is free, for truly 1 did not intend to conceal my-
" self. I also own, that I sacrifice, to those gods to whom you 
" do not think fit to sacrifice; and I think it right to come at 
" truth by inquiring of many people, and not like one that lives 
" under tyranny, to suffer the whole hope of my life to depend 
" upon one Dian ;• nor shall any one find cause to rejoice, who 
" declares himself to have more authority over'my actions than 
" myself." 

12. Now when Zimri had said these things, about what he 
and some others had wickedly done, the people held their peace, 
both out of fear of what might come upon them, and hecause 
they saw that their legislator was not willing to bring his inso-
lence before the public any farther;  or ()Leidy to contend with 
him ; for he avoided that, lest many should imitate the impu-
dence of his language, and thereby disturb the multitude: upon 
this the assembly was dissolved. However, the mischievous at-
tempt had proceeded farther, if :Kiwi had not been first slain, 
which came to pass on the following occasion: Phincas, a man 
in other respects better than the rest of the young men, anti also 
one that surpassed his contemporaries in the dignity of his father, 
(for he was the son of Eleazur the high-priest, and the grandson 
of [Aaron] Moses's brother), who was greatly troubled at what wto 
done by Zitnri, resobed in earnest to inflict punishment on him, 
before his unworthy behaviour should grow stronger by impu-
dty, and in order to prevent this transgression (row proceeding 

farther, which would happen if the ringleaders were not punished. 
Ile was of so great magnanimity, both in strength of mind and 
body, that when he undertook any very dangerous attempt, he 
did not leave it off till lie overcame it, and got an entire vie- 

w 2 
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tory; so he came into Zimri's tent, and slew him with his jave • 
gin, and with it he slew Coz.Li also. 	Upon which all those 
young men that had a regard to virtue, and aimed to do a glo-
rious action, imitated Phineas's boldness, and slew those that 
were found to be guilty of the same crime with Zimri. Ac-
cordingly many of those that had transgressed perished by the 
magnanimous valour of those young men ; the rest all perished 
by a plague, which distemper God himself inflictcdtpon them ; 
so that all those their kindred, who, instead of hindering them 
from such wicked actions, as they ought to have done, had per-
snaded them to go on, were esteemed by God as -partners in 
their wickedness, and (lied. Accordingly there perished out of 
the army no fewer than fourteeni;:.  [twenty-four] thousand at that 
time. 

.13. 'This was the cause why Moses was provoked to send an 
army to destroy the Midianites; concerning which expedition 
we shall speak presently, when we have first related what we 
have omitted; for it is but just not to pass over our legislator's 
due encomium, on account of his conduct here, because, al-
though this Balatn, who was sent for by the Midianitcs to 61t:C 

the Hebrews, and when he was hindered from doing it by divine 
providence, did still suggest that advice to them, by making us 
of which out enemies had well nigh corrupted the whole multi-
tude of t:te I lebre%t :s with their N‘ I ICS,  till. some of them were 
deeply infected with their opinions; )et did he do him great 
hononr, by sating down his prophecies in writing. And while 
it was in his power to claim this glory to himself, and make men 
believe they were his own predictions, there being no one that 
could be a witness against hint, and ttecwe Nita for so doing, he 
till gate his attestation to him, and did him the honour to 

make tit '.1,tion of him no this account. Ent let cwt.),  one ,-.i:': 
of die 	atlas as lw plcrses. ad

o 

t •ill. 	ir:..,(1., ;r yin 1,.  1.1, • 	,.p'..., (44.4k >,..d Loin, 1,1,i,h i,,,,, io. 	!•,, 
f  P.,•!,.-.1 r.r 111, 01,mill, is  ,n aigrant, lilt our %ely 

Odit,.! ,  ncirlr.1 on I iL,,L, . 	-  f,' , I OW 1.'1“ ..' 11,.11111.er  directly into the tk,  - • 

4.1 ,no,!  ,.:011-1 In  i  .i• ;, 	 ., I: 
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CIJAPTER VII. 

How the Hebrews Alight wit't the 2iTalianites, and orcrcame 
t hem. 

§ I. NOW Moses sent an army against the land of Midian, 
for the eauies ibrementioned, in all twelve thousand, taging an 
equal ndmber out of every tribe, and appointed Phincas for their 

, commander; of which Phineps we made mention a little hclo:e, 

1'  

'as he that had guarded ihe laws of the liebrews, and had in-
'  flieted punishment upon Zimri, when he had transgressed tit: tn. 

„ Now the Midianites perceived beforehand how the Ili,bLe ws 
• were coming, and would suddenly be upon them : they :.ssetn-

bled their army together, and fortified the entrances into their 
country, and there awaited the cueniv's co:nb:,r. When they 
were come, and they had joined battle with thew, an immense 
multitude of the Midianite fell ; nor could they hi munlicred, 1p 
they were so very ori!lv: and zunon,...; them fell all their kings, 
five in number, viz. Evi, Zur, lieha, Hut., and Reketn, who five in 

of the sante name with a city, the chief and capital of all 
'Arabia, which is till now' so called,  IN tlthole Arabian nation, 

recent, from the name of the I.in:.; that built it, but is by die 
(;reeks called Petra. Now when the encmies wore di.couttited, 
the lIebrews spoiled their country. and took a great prey, and 
destroved the men that were  its inhabitants, toL2,.111cr with the 
rumen; only they let the virgins alone,  :t Alo,es had vont-

Handed Phineas  to-  do, l  whet lucked came  hatii,  bringing with 

him an army that had received no harm,  and a great deal oi.  

. prey; fifty-two thousand beeves,seventy-five thcn,and six hun-

Ared short), silty thousand :erses, with :ii immense (priority. of Illik 
• 'gold and silver furniture, which the Midi.niitts mode  we  of in 

their hotisc,, ; for they were so wcihhy, that thvy were very 
„luxurious. There were also led captivertiamt thirty-two thou-

itsand  virgin0'. So Moses parted the prey into parts, and gave 

* The  tao,thter of all du Mlillaoite wanomp Hutt 1,3,1 romilotetl thetaw!ve: lo die 

Iclvd hraelites, and the ptcr.crtutitia cf tia,;ie thot hal ne; Inca tends' th,,,cht; the 11,,, t 
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ohe  fiftieth part to Elcazar and the two priests, an'l anwlc.  
fiftieth part to the Levites; and distributed the rest of the pre 
among the peoptc. After which they lived hAppily, as having 
obtained an abundance of good things by their %%low;  arid 

there being no misfortune that attended them, or hindered thci 
enjoyment of that happiness. 

2. But Moses was now grown old, and appointed Joshua for 
his successor, both to receive directions from God t a prophet, 
and for a commander of the army, if they should at any time 
stand in need of such a one : and this was done by the com-
mand of God, that to him the care of the public should be com-
mitted. Now Joshua had been instructed in all those kinds of 
learning which concerned the laws; and God himself, and 
Moses, had been his instructor. 

3. At this tune it was, that die two tribes of Gad and Rett-
bel, and the half-tribe of Manasseh, abounded in a multitude of 
cattle, as well as in all other kinds of prosperity, whence they 
had a meeting, and in a body came and besought Moses to give 
them, as their peculiar portion, that land of the Amorites uhich 

from that destruction; which directly implies, that it was the wickedness of the nations 
of Canaah, and nothing eke, that oce,,sioned their excision. See Gen. xv. 16. 1 4.n.. 
Xv. 18, 33. Censtit. Apost. B. VIII. (I). sdi.p. 402. In the Gist of o:.1. 	• 	LH.: 
reasoti of the debly  of she punisluncnt of the Ammitca it given, hecau,e " t 
" was  not )et fe." In the second, Saul is ordered to go and "destroy ‘I , 	,;n! 
" Amalekitea," plainly iroplying, that they were theivioie to be tlestrocd , 	.. , y 
were sinners, and not (Alit rwice. In the third, the reason is given, why In. , 
was not to be spared, viz. because of his curtner cruelty : " us thy sword brolr't 
" (Hehl-Eve) women childless, to shall thy mother he made childless smut;. Anna w ey 
" the Hebrews." In the last place, the spastics,  or their amanuensis Clemot, gust 

1''' 
vthis reason for the necessity of the coming of Christ, that " mess bad form,  s .,• , ,.. cm-
'." ed both the positive law, and that of name; and had cast out of their n 
" moty of the flood, the burning of Sodom, the plagues of the Egyptians, and the 
"  slaughter  of the inhaldtants of Palestine," cu  !.;gi,, of  meat amazing impenitence  and 

1 
 ii,  insensibility, under the punisiunents of horrid wickedness. • 

1

,  

!they had taken by right of war, because it was fruitful, and good 
,.for feeding of cattle. But i‘loes, supposing that they were 
afraid of fighting with the Canaanites, and invented this provi-
sion for their .cattle as an handsome excuse for avoiding that war, 

'  of which were no fewer than thirty-two thousand, both  here  and Nttm. xxxi. is, 16, 
17, 35, 40, 46, and both by the particular command of God; are highly remarkable ; 
and show, that men in natiotz otht rui,t, fur their wickedness, doomed to destruction, 

,  the innocent Were sometimes particularly and providentially taken care ,,r, and delivered 
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-'re called them arrant cowards : anil said, " they had only con, 
" trived a decent excuse for that cowardice; and that they had 
" mind to live in luxury and ease, while all the rest were labour. 
", ing with great pains to obtain the land rhey were desirous t 
" have ; and that they were not willing to march along, and nn=i  
" dergo the remaining hard service, whereby they were, undo 1': 
' the divine promise, to pass over Jordan, and overcome thos 
" our enemies which God had showed them, and so obtat 
" their land." But these tribes, when they saw that Moses w 
angry with them, and when they could not deny but he had 
jtHt cause to be displeased at their petition, made an apology for 
t;lemselves; and said, that " it was not on account of their 
" fear of dangers, nor on account of their laziness, that they •u 
" made this request to him, but that tltey might leave the prey 
" they had gotten in places of safety, and thereby might be more 
" expedite, and ready to undergo difficulties, and to fight bat. 

it  " t les." 	They added this also, that " when 'they . had built i 
" cities, wherein they might preserve their children; and wives, 
" and rolsessions, it he would bestow them upon them, they 
" would go along with the rest of the army." Hereupon Moses J 
was pleased with what they said : so he called for Eleazar the 

. high-priest, and Joshua, and the chief of the tribes, and pe 
tnitted these tribes to possess the land of the Amorites; but upon 
this condition, that they should join wilt their kinsmen in the 
war, until all things were settled. Upon which condition they 

PliF  took possession of the country, and built them strong cities, and 
. . put into them their children, and their wives, and whatsoever 

else they had that might be an impediment to the labours of 0' 
. their future marches. 
' 	d. Moses also now built tho.Se ten cities, which were to e 

1  the number of the forty-eight [for the Levites]: three of which 
, he allotted to those that slew any person involuntarily, and fled 

to them ; arid he assigned the same time for their banishment 
., with that (0'. the life of that high-priest under whom the slaugh-  I 

I

ter and flight happened, after which death of the high-priet he 
permitted the slayer to return home. Puritir the tune of his 
exile, the relations of him that was slain net'', by this law, hi 
the manslaver, it' they caught him without Ow hounds of t 

:  city to which he fled; though this pc rmissitai \\ as  lot :,..ral;tet1  k
iiiii 
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any other person. . Now the cities which were set apart.  
flight were these; Bezer, at the borders of Arabia; Ramoth, of 
the land of Gilead; and Golan, in the land of I3ashan. 1 iie' , ' 
wt;re to be al o, by Moses's command, three other ,cities allot 
ted for the habitation of these fugitives out of the cities of the 
Levites, but nut till after they should be in possession of the 
land of Canaan.  

5. At this time the chief men of the tribe of Mantsseh enno 
to Moses, and ininrmed him, that there was an eminent 7n:t,, 
of their tribe dead, whose name was Zeloplichad, who left wt 
male children, but left daughters; and asked him, whether 
these daughters might inherit his land or not. ID made lois 
answer: That if theyshall marry in their oivii tribe, they shall 
carry their estaie along with them; but if they dispose of th-to-
selves in marriage to men of another tribe, they shall leave tr,eir 
inheritance in their father's tribe. And then it was that Moses 
ordained, that every one's inheritance should continue, in his 
own tribe. 

CHAPTER VIII. 

The polity ;;eltled by hoses; and how he disoppearedfrom among 
manhind. 

§ 1.  WITEN  forty years were completed, within thirty days, 
Moses gathered the congregation together near Jordan, where 
the city Abila now stand :1 place full of palm-trees ; and all the 
people bring come toget,•••, he spake thus to them: 

2. " 0 you, 	aelity and fclinw-soldiers who have been 
" partners 44 • me in t:,:s long and uneasy journey 1 since 	i• ► 
" 'now the 4 of Cod, and the course of old age, at a hundr4il 
" and tOokiity, requires it that I should depart out olthis 	; 
" and since God has rot bidden me to be a patron or an assi 
" to von in what re oains to be done beyond Jordan ; I tho 
" it reasonable not to leave off my endeavours even now for vtior 
" happ:ness, but to do my utmost to procure for you the etc,':ial 
" enit.tyint of good things, and a memorial for myself, when 
" you shall be In the fruition of great plenty and prosperity: 
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come, therefore, let me suggest to your by what means you 
" may be happy, and may leave an eternal prosperous possession 
" thereof to your children. after you, and then let me thus go 
" out of the world ; and I cannot but deserve to be believed by 
" you, both on account of the great things I have already done 
4‘ for you, and because, when souls are about to leave the body, 
" they speak with the sincerest freedom. 0 children of Israel! 
" there is but one source of happiness for all mankind, the fa- 

your of God* ; for he alone is able to give good things to those 
" that deserve them, and to deprive those of them that sin 
" against him; towards whom if you behave yourSelves accord-
"• ing to bii will, and according to what I, who well understand 
" his mind, do exhort you to, you will both be esteemed blessed, 
" and will be admired by all men; and will never come into 
" misfortunes, nor cease to be happy : you 	then preserve 
" the possession of the good things you already have, and will 
" quickly obtain those that you at present are in want of, only 
" do you be obedient to those whom God would have you to fol-
" low. Nor do you prefer any other constitution of government 
" before the laws now given you ; neither do you disregard that 
" way of divine worship which you now have, nor.ehange it for 
" any other form : and if you do this, you will be the most con-
" rageous of all men, in undergoing the fatigues of war, and will 
" not be easily conquered by any of your enemies; for while God 
" is present with you to assist you, it is to be expected that you 
" will be able to despise the opposition of all mankind : and 
" great rewards of virtue are proposed for you, if you preserve 
" that virtue through your whole lives. Virtue itself is indeed 
" the principal and the first reward, and after that it bestows 
" abundance of others ; so that your exercise of virtue towards 
" other men will make your own lives happy, and render you 
a more glorious than foreigners can be, and procure you an un-
" disputed reputation with posterity. These blessings you will 
" be able. to obtain, in case you hearken to, and observe, those 

• Jesephns Imre, in this one sentence, sums up his restion of Moses's very long and 
v, vy sci ions exhortations in the hook of Deuteronomy ; and his words ire so true,  and 
ni such importance, that they deserve to he had in constant remens',rance, both by 
Jett s  and Christians; " 0 children of Israel; there is but one aourue of happittc$ for 
" all maukiod,—the favour of God." 
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" laws which, by divine revelation, I have ordained for von ; 
44  that is, in case you withal meditate upon-the wisdom thtt is 
" in them. I am going from you myself, rejoicing in tit: good  ' 
" things you enjoy; 'and I recommend you to the wise conduct, 
" Of your law, to the becoming order of your polity, and to the 
" virtues of your commanders, who will take care of what is for 

your advantage. And that God who has been till now your 
" leader, and by whose good-will I have myself beet useful to 
44  you, will not put a period now to his providence over you, 
" but, as long as yon desire to have him your protector, in your 
" pursuits after virtue, so long will you enjoy his card over y 
" Your high-priest also Eleazar, as well us Joshua, with 
" senate,. and chief of your tribes, will go before you, and ti 
" gest the best advices to you ; by following which advices„ 
" will continue to be happy: to whom do you give car wit2urn 
44  reluctance, as sensible that all such as know well how to he 
" governed, will also know how to govern, if they be promoted 
44  to that authority themselves. And do not you esteem liberty 
" to consist in opposing such directions as your governors think 
" fit to give you for your practice, as at present indeed you place 
" your liberty in nothing else but abusing your benefitetors; 
" which error if you can avoid for the time to come, your affairs 
" will be in a better condition titan they have hitherto been 
et nor do you ever indulge such a degree of passion in these,mat-
" tors, as you have oftentimes done when you have been very  • 
" angry at me; for you know that I have been oftener in danger 
" of death from you than from our enemies. What I now put 
"you in mind of; is not done in order to reproach you ; for I do • 
" not think it proper, now I am going out of the world, to bring 
" this to your remembrance, in 'order to leave you offended at 
" me, since, at the time when 'underwent those hardships 
" you, I was not angry at 3,ou; but 1 do it in order to m• 
44  wiser hereafter, and to teach you that this will be fo 

CUritY j I mean, that. you never be injurious to those tl 
" side ow you, even when you are become rich, as you 
" to a great derree when you have passed over Jordan, 
" in possession of • the land of Canaan. Since, when you 
eg have once  proceeded so far by your wealth, as to a con 
" and disregard of virtue, you will also forfeit the favour of Ie.!: 
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and when you have made him your enemy, you will be beaten 
" in war, and will have the land which you possess taken away 
" again from you by your enemies, and this with great re-
" proaches upon your conduct. You will be scattered over the 
" whole world, and will, as slaves, entirely fill both sea and 
" land: and when once you have had the experience of what I 
" now say, you twill repent and remember the laws you have 
" broken, when it is too late. Whence I would advise you, if 
" you intend to preserve these laws, to leave none of your ene-
" mies alive when you have Conquered them, but to look upon 
" it as for your advantage to destroy them all, lest if you permit 
" them to live, you taste of their manners, and thereby corrupt 
" your own proper institutions. 1 also do farther exhort you, to 
" overthrow their altars, and their groves, and whatsoever tem-
" pies they have among them, and to burn all such their nation 
" and their very memory with fire, for by this means alone the 
64  safety of your own happy constitution eau be firmly secured to 
" you. And i❑  order to prevent your ignorance of virtue, and 
" the degeneracy of your nature into vice, 1 have also ordained 
" you laws, by divine suggestion, and a form of government, 
" which arc so good, that, if you regularly observe them, you 
" will be esteemed of all men the most happy." 	• 

3. When he had spoken thus, he gave them the laws and the 
constitution of government written in a hook. Upon which.the 
people fell into tears, and appeared already touched with the 
sense that they should have a great want of their conductor, be-
cause they remembered what a number of dangers lie had passed 
thiough, and what care he had taken of their preservation; they 
desponded about what would come upon them after he was dead, 
and thought they should never have another governor like him; 
and feared that God would then take less care of them when 
Moses was gone, who used to intercede for them. They also 
repented of what they had said to him in the wilderness when 
they were angry ; and were in grief on those accounts, insomuch 
that the whole body of the people fell into tears with such bit-
terness, that it was past the power of words to comfort them in 
their affliction. However, Moses gave them some consolation; 
and by,calling them off the thought, how worthy he was of their 
Weeping for him, he c.horted them to keep to that form of go- 
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verninent be had given them; and then the- congreg 
dissolved at that time. 
. 4. Accordingly I shall now -first describe this, form o' g.-.,-, 1-

rnent, which was agreeable to the dignity and virtue of Moses; 
and shall thereby inform those that read, these Antiquities, what 
our'original settlements were, and sh:•II then proeecd to the re-
maining hi,:toric:. Now those settlements are all still in writing, 

'as he left them; and we shall add nothing by way o4 ornament, 
.nor any thing besides what Moses left u..:; only we sh., 11 ,'9 f!tr 
innovate, as to digest the several kinds of laws into a rc: ,iLii 
tern ; for they were by him left in writing ii-: they ei•ri. at - 

• eidentally scattered in their delivery, and as he upon i• ,,  i i :lrii 
had learned them of God. On which account I have '.11.,ii:.!.: 
necessary to premise this observation beforehand, less -,nn 
my own countrymen should blame me, us having been  0.':.. 4).' 
an offence herein. Now part of our constitution will include 
the laws that belong to our political state. As for those 11ws 
which Muses left concerning our common conversation and in-
tercourse one with another, I have reserved that Ibr a discourse 
concerning our manner of life, and the occasions of those laws; 
which I propose to myself, with God's assistance, to write, after 
I have finished the ‘vorli I am now upon. 

5. When you have possessed yourselves of the land of Ca-
naan, and have leisure to enjoy the good things of it, and when 
you have afterward determined to build cities, if you will do 
what is pleasing to God, you will have a secure state of happi-
ness. Let there be then one city of the laud of Canaan, and 
this situate. in the most agreeable place for its .goodness, and 
very eminent in itself, and let it be that which God shall choose 
for himself, by prophetic revelation. 	Let there also be one 
temple therein, and one altar, not reared of hewn stones, but of 
such as you gather together at random ; which stones, when 1ii.• - 
are whited over wi Ii mortar, will have a handsome appeanin,x, .,‘ 
and he beantifu 	''the sight. Let the ascent to it be not ht.vii 
steps*, but by an acclivity of raised earth. ' And let thu,e It 

* This law, both herc aud Esod. vs. 25, 26. or not g,,i;t1g Ilp 40 Gna% altar  6 i..i.. 
d,,,,,,p,  Lott on an acciit.;ly;  ,.nuni.i ant to inn c la 	to ibc :iltar of tbr ittbeetIVI,i, 
%%filch ir hi  all but 1litee c111•116  bihb, Exol. xXvii.  I.;  our to tbut  of Ezekiel,  ,•11;, II .  • 

was wcrronly to be gone  up to by ticpf xhii. 17.; hut rather to acosional altars ut ,,,, 
:„: 
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. &idler all altar nor a temple, in any other Pity; for C:.,1 is but 
't  one, and die nation Of the I lebre.ws is hut one. 

6. He tint blasphemeth Gosi, let him be stoned ; and let 
hint hang upon a tree all that day, and then let him be buried 
in an ignominious and obscure manner. 

7. Let those that live as remote as the bounds of the land 
which the Hebrews shall possess, come to that city where the 
temple shall be, and this three times in a year, that they may 
give thanks to God for his former benefits, and may entreat him 
fur those they shall want heteafter; and let them, by this means, 
nutintaift, a friendly correspondence with one another by such 
meetings and feasting together: for it is a good thing for those 
that are of the same stock, and under the same institution of 
laws, not to be mutt:painted with each other; which acquaint-
ance will he maintained by thus conversing together, and by 
seeing and talking with one another, and so renewing the me-
morials of this union; for if they do 'riot thus converse together 
continually, they will appear like mere strangers to one another. 

8. Let there be taken out of your fruits a tenth, besides that 
. Which you have allotted to give to the priests and Leviies. This 

you may indeed sell in the country, but it is to he used in those 
feasts and sacrifices that are to be celebrated in the holy city; 
for it is fit that you should enjoy those fruits of the earth which 
God gives you to possess, so as may be the honour of the 
donor. 

9. You are not to offer sacrifices out 'of the hire of a woman 
which is a harlot*, for the Deity is not pleased with any thing 
that arises from such abuses of nature ; of which sort none can 
be worse than this prostitution Of the body. In nix manner no 
one may take the in ice of th:. covcring of a bitch, tither of one 

contidt table altitude and Irrgi.11,..:; as .tLo pinhddy to Solomon's altar, to aItin t it 
here spelled by Jiy.eplint., a. v.r. II :16 to that 111 ZarLibaili!I'll  and llonStl's teinpl.., %Melt 
wire, [ think, all ten cubits high. See 	iv. I. and A ntici. 	clity. 
§ 7. The reason why 11.e;,e ta,,,ple..„ and 	 "CIL' to  1/411 ,/ this Ascent alt  an 
20:141(Y,  tout not by sup, 	ioic; ; that I,c1:.re the it:v(111km of main, such as Ire 
nos  use, decency could tint be otherise provide I for in 	;_;,ripeiri.z. which the 
Friest3 wore, as the loiv requirod. Sec Limy 	 ride and Tt mple, p. 4 14. 

* The hire of public nr Le, ii.t 	yam,  gitiin to Penns in S do, as Lucian infornin 
ti 	p.  878 ;  And ndaiu,t a n.e -,1!,.1.1 rile 	2 Of the (11,I id, lttrrr, thin la . at tna to 
!Jac,. been n axle. 
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that is used in hunting, or in keeping of sheep, and thence 
crifice to God. 

10. Let no one blaspheme those gods which other cities 
such*; nor natty any one steal what belongs to strange tem.') es• 
nor take away the gifts that are dedicated to any god. 

11. Let not any one of you wear a garment made of woollen 
and linen, for that is to he appointed to be for the p?sts alone. 

12. When the multitude are assembled together unto the holy  -1  
city for sacrificing every seventh year, at the feast of taberna-
des, let the high-priest stand upon a high desk, whence he may 
be heard, and let him read the laws to all the peoplet ; and let 
neither the women nor the children be hindered from hearing,  1 
no nor the servants neither; for it is a good thing that those 
laws should be engraven in their souls, and preserved in their  ,(J  
memories, that so it may not be possible to blot them out; for 
by this means they will not be guilty of sin, when they cannot 
plead ignorance of what the laws have enjoined them. The 
laws also will have a great authority among them, as foretelling  1 
what they will suffer if they break them ; and imprinting in  .1 
their souls by this hearing What they command them to do, that  • 
so there-may always be within their minds that intention of the 
laws which they have despised and broken, and have thereby  I 
been the causes of their .own mischief. Let the children also 
learn the laws, as the first thing they are taught, which will be 
the best thing they can be taught, and will be the cause of their 
future felicity. 

13. Let every one commemorate before God the benefits 
Ma 	 I Mali be bestowed upon them at their deliverance out of the  
land of Egypt, and this twice every day, both when the day be-
gins, and when the hour of sleep comes on, gratitude being in 
its own nature a just thing, and serving not only by way of re-  • 
turn for past, but also by way of invitation of future favours. 
They are also to inscribe the principal blessings the 

* The Apn4 'Constitutions, B. 	chap. xxvi. § 31, expound 
Exod.xxii. 213,' Thou shah not revile or blaspheme the gods," or magistratet 
a much more probable opobi6on than this of Jostphu,:s, of heathen  gods, as 
ebainst Apion, B. 11. di. iii. § 4. VOL IV.,  
t What book of the hm WA: thus puttliely read, tee the note on Antiq. B.  C 

S 5. and 1 Lad, ix. au—Ss. 
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received from God upon their doors; and show the same r 
membrance of them on their arms: as also, they are to bear on 
their forehead, and their arm, those wonders which declare the 
power of God, and his good-will towards them, that God's rea. 
dincss to bless them may appear every where conspicuous aboL  
them*. 

14. Let there be seven men to ,judge in every eityt, and 
these such as have been before most zealous in the exercise of 
virtue and righteousness. Let every judge have two officers a 
lotted him out of the tribe of Levi. Let those that are chosen 
to judge in the several cities, be had in great honour; and let 
none be permitted to revile any others when these are present, 
nor to carry themselves in an insolent manner to them ; it being 
natural, that reverence towards those in high offices among men 
should procure men's fear and reverence towards God. Let 
those that judge be permitted to determine according as they 
think to be right, unless any one can show that they have take 
bribes to the perversion of justice, or can allege any other ac 
eusation against them, whereby it may appear they have passed 
an unjust sentence; for it is not fit that causes should be openl 
determined out of regard to gain, or to the dignity of the suitors; 
but that the judges should esteem what is right. before all other 
things, otherwise God will by that means be despised, and 
esteemed inferior to those the dread of uitose power has ocea 
slotted the unjust sentence, for justice is the power of Go 
lie therefore that gratilles those in great dignity, supposes them 

4  Whether these phylactesie:, and othet Jetvielt nit morials of the law here mentioned 
by doseplitis, and by Moses, (besides the hin4es on the border, of their garments, 
Num. xv. 37.) were literally meant by 	!, I much question. That they have been 
lung observed by the Pharisee, and the Rabbinie.11 .leeva, is certain; homer, the Ka-
raites, who receive tint the unwritten traditions of the ebb rs, but keep close to th, 
tviitten law, with Jereane aid Grutius, think they were nut literally to be understood 
as Bernard and Edamd here t eke iwtice. Nor indeed dell remember, th .t either hi the 
ancienter books ed the Old Testament, or in the Looks tie call Apocrypha, thcra ore 
tiny signs of SLLCht liteial observations appealing among the Jews ;  though their real or 
mystical signification, i, e. the constant remembrance and .  ubservntiutz of the laws of 
God by Moses, he firequently inculcated in all the sacred writings. 

1-  Here, as well as elsewhere, § is. of his Life, §  14. Vol. III. and of the War, 
If. ch. xx. § s. Vol. III. arc but seven judges appointed for small cities, instead 0 
t.a.,•Igy -three 4, the modern Raid ins; which make Ratrbins are .brays but of very 
htth: „nthur:,y it, ,:o;nparissm of nut JoieFhuf. 
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more potent than God himself. But if these judges are un 
to give a just sentence about the causes that come before t 
(which case is not unfrcqucnt in human affairs), let them 3 
the cause undetermined to-the holy city, and there let the high 
priest, the prophet, and the Sanhedritn, determine as it shall 
seem good to them. 

15. But let not a single witness be credited; but three, or two 
at the least, and those such wlvise testimony is Afirtned by 
their good lives. But let not the testimony of women be ad-
mitted, oa account of the levity and boldness of their sex". Nor 
let servants be admitted to give testimony, on account of the ig-
nobility of their soul ; since it is probable that they may not 
speak truth, either out of hope of gain, or fear of punishment. 
But it' any one be believed to have borne false witness, let him, 
uhen lie is convicted, suffer all the very same punishments 
which he; against whom he bore witn..,ss, was to have suffered. 

16." If a murder be cotnmitted in any place, and he that did 
it be not found, nor is diet e any suspicion upon one as if he had 
hated the man, and so had killed him, let there he a very dili-
gent inquiry made after the man, and rewards proposed to any 
-who will di ,cover him; but if still no information can be pro-
cured, let the magistrates and set:ate of those cities that lie near, 
the place in which the murder was committed, assemble tog  
titer, and measure the distance from 9w place where the dead 
body lies; then let the magistrates of the nearest city thereto 
purchase a heifer, and bring it to a valley, and to a place there.-
in where there is no laud ploughed, or trees planted, and let 
them cut the sinews of the heifer; then the priests and Levites, 
and the senate of that city, shall take water and wash their hands 
over the lick the heifer; and they shall openly declare that 
their hands are innocent of this murder, and that they have nei-
ther done it themselves, nor been assi.3ting to any that did 
They shall also beseech God to be merciful to them, that no sun!;' 
horrid act may any more be dour in that land. 

17. Aristocracy, and the way of lit in; under it, is the bast 

• I have never observed tlet 	that iu the Jo V. lab government, Iromeit INcro 
legal witnesses in room.  of jucti e.  NUM!  of our copies of the Itrivat 

L.),  a word of it. It it very FOAM., bower( r, that this was the exposition 
Scribe.' and Ph3rLeeo, at(' the practice of the Jew. in 	of Jtmplitta. 
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constitution: and may you never have any inclination to any 
other form of government; and may you always love that form, 
'and have the laws for your governors, and govern all your actions 
according to them ; for you need no supreme governor but God. 
But if you shall desire a king, lei him be one of your own nation : 
'let him be always careful of justice, and other virtues, perpetually ; 
let him submit to the laws, and esteem God's commands to be 
his highest wisdom: but let him do nothing without the high-priest, 
and the votes of the senators: let him not have a great number 
of wives, nor pursue abundance of riches, nor a multitude of 
horses, whereby he may grow too proud to submit to the laws. 
And if he affect any such things, let him be restrained, lest 
he become so potent that his state be inconsistent with your 
welfare. 

18. Let it not he esteemed lawful to remove boundaries, nei-
ther our own, nor of those with whom we are at peace.  Have 
a care you do not take those land-marks away, which arc, as it 

:Were, a divine and unshaken limitation of rights made by God 
'himself, to last for ever; since this going beyond liMits, and gain-
ing ground upon others, is the occasion _of wars and seditious; 
for those that remove boundaries are not far off an attempt to 
subvert the laws.  

19. He that plants a piece of land, whose trees produce ft uits 
before the fourth year, -is not to bring thehee any first-fruits . to 
God, nor is he to make use 'of that fruit himself, for it is not 
produced in its proper season ; for when nature has a force put 
Upon her at an unseasonable time, the fruit is not proper for 
God, nor for the master's use; - but let the owner gather all 

' that is grown gn the fourth year, for then it is in its proper 
season. • And let him that has gathered it, carry it to the holy 
city, and spend that, together with the tithe of. his other fruits, 
in feasting with his friends, with the orphans, and the widows. 
But On the fifth year the fruit is his own, and he may use it as 
he pleases. 

20. You arc not to sow a piece of land with seed which is 
planted with vines, for it is enough that it supply nourishment 
to that plant, and be not harassed by plowing also. You are to 
plow your land with oxen; and not to oblige' other -animals to 

I come under the same yoke with them, but to till your land with 
, 	VOL. I. 	 IT 
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those beasts that are of the same kind with each other. 'P.,' 
seeds are also to be pure, and without mixture, aced not to 1.i; ... 
compounded of two or three sorts, since nature does not rejoice 
in the union of things that are not in their - own nature alike 
nor are you to permit beasts of different kinds to genes. .,' *,... t11(:t 
for there is reason to fear that this unnatural abuse may exicod 
from beasts of different kinds to men, though it takes its first rise 
from evil practices about such smaller things. Notiis any thing 
to be allowed, by imitation whereof any degree of subversion may 
creep into the constitution. Nor do the laws neglect, small 
matters, but provide that even those may be managed after an 
uoblameable manner. 
• 21. Let not those that reap, and gather in the corn that is 

reaped, gather in the gleanings also, but let them rather leave 
some handfuls for those that are in want of the necessaries of life, 
that it may be a support and a supply to them, in order to their 
subsistence. . Inlike manner when they gather their grapes, let 
them leave some smaller bunches for the poor, and let them pass 
over some of the fruits of the olive-trees, when they gather the m, 
and leave them to be partaken of by those that have none of 
their own ; for the advantage arising from the exact collection 
of all, will not be so considerable to the •owners as will arise 
from the gratitude of the poor. And God will provide, that the 
land shall more willingly produce what shall  be  for the nourish-
ment of its fruits, in case you do 'hot merely take care of your 
own advantage, but have regard to the support of others also. 
Nor are you to muzzle the mouths of the oxen, when they tread 
the ears of corn, in the threshing-floor; for it is not just to re- 
• strain our fellow-labouring animals, and those that work in order 
to its production, of this fruit of their labours. Nor are you to 
prohibit - those that pass by at the time when your fruits are ripe 
to tou l

o
tt hem, but to give them leave to fill themselves full of 

what,v ' have ; and this whether they be of your own country, 
or strangers, as being glad of the opportunity of giving them 
some part of your fruits when they are ripe; but let it not be es-
teemed lawful for.  them to carry any away. Nor let those that 
gather the grapes, and carry them to the wine-presses, restrain 
those whom they meet from eating of them; for it is unjust, out 
of envy, to  hinder those that desire it, to partake of the .good 
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things that come into the world according to Own will, and this 
while the season is at the height, and is hastening away as it 
pleases God. Nay, if some, out of bashfulness, arc unwilling to 
touch these fruits, let them be encouraged to take of them; I.  
mean, those that arc Israelites ; as if they were themselves the 
owners arid lords, on .account of the kindred there is between 
them. Nay, let them desire men that come front other coun-
tries, to partake of these tokens of friendship which God has 
given in their proper season: for that is not to be deemed as idly 
spent, which any one out of kindness communicates to another,. 
since God bestows plenty of good things on men, not only for. 
themselves to reap the advantage, but also to give to others •in 
a way of generosity ; and he is desirous, by this means, to make 
known to others his peculiar kindness to the people of Israel, and 
how freely he communicates happiness to them, while theyabun-
dandy communicate out of their great superfluities to even these 
foreigners also. But for him that acts contrary to this law, let 
him be beaten with forty stripes save one, by the public exe-
cutioner; let him undergo this punishment, which is a most ig-
nominious one for a free man, and this because he was such a 
slave to gain as to lay a blot upon his own dignity; for it is pro-
per for you who have had the experience of the afflictions in 
Egypt, and of those in the wilderness, to make provision for those 
that are in the like circumstances; and while you hate now ob-
tained plenty yourselves, through the mercy and providence of 
God, to distribute of the same .plenty, by the like sympathy, to 
such as stand in need of it. 

22. Besides those two tithes, which I have already said you 
are to pay every year, the one for the Levites, the other for the 
festivals,. you are to bring every third year a tithe to be distri- 
buted to those that want 	to women also that are widows, and 
to children that are orphans. But as to the ripe fruits, let them 

* 'Ms penalty of forty stripes save one,' here mentioned, and § al. was five tunes 
inflicted on St. Paul himself by the Jews, 2 (or. xi. '24. 

f Josephus's plain and express interpretation of this law of Most s, Deut. siv. OR, 29. 
txvi, 12, &c. that the Jews were bound every third year to pay three tithes, that to the 
Levites, that for sacrifices at Jerusalem, and this for the indigent, the widow, and the 
orphans, is fully confirmed by the practice of good old Tohit, even when he Was a capthe 
at A5syria, against the opinion of the Rabbins. Toldt, eb. i.‘er. 0, 7, S. 

u'2 

   
  



2✓~'2 	 ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 	BMA: 

carry that which is ripe first of all unto the temple ; and ‘vhen 
they have blessed God for that land which bare them, and which 
be had given them for a possession, when they wive 1114-• offored 
those sacrifices which the law .bas commanded them to briny, let1 
them give the first-fruits to the priests. But when any one bath 
done this, and hath brought the tithe of all that he hath, toge-
ther with those first-fruits that- are for the Levites, and -for the 
festivals, and when he is about to go home, let him ttand before 
the holy house, and return thanks to God, that he bath delivered 

• them from the injurious treatment they had in Egypt, and bath 
-given them a good land, and a large, and lets them enjoy the 
fruits thereof; and when he bath openly testified that he bath 
fully paid the tithes [and other dues] according to the laws of 
Moses, let him entreat God that he will be ever merciful and 
gracious to him; and continue so to be to all the Hebrews, both by 
preserving the good things which he hath already given them, 
and by adding what it is still 'in his power to bestow upon 
them. 

23; Let the Hebrews marry, at the age fit for it, virgins that 
are free, and born of good parents. And he that does not marry 
a virgin, let him not corrupt another man's wife, and marry her, 
nor grieve her former husband. Nor let free men marry slaves, 
although their affections should strongly bias any of them so to 
do ; for it is decent, and for the dignity of 'the persons themselves, 
• to govern those their affections. And farther, no one ought to 
marry a harlot, whose matrimonial oblations, arising from the 
prostitution of her body, God will not receive; for by these 
means the dispositions of the children will be liberal and virtuous; 
I mean, when they are not born of base parents, and of the lust-
ful conjunction of such as marry women that are not free. If 
any one has beewspoused to a women as to a virgin, and does not 
afterward find 	so to be, let him bring his action, and accuse 
her, and let him make use of such indications * to prove his ac- 

* These tokens of virginity, as the Hebrew and Septuagint style them, Deut. XX11. 

15, 17, 20. seem to me very different form What our later interpreters suppose. They 
appear rather to have been such close linen garments as were never put off viegins,ufter 
a certain age, till they were married, but before witnesses, and which, while they were en-
tire, were certain evitee6 of such virginity. See these Antiq. B. VII. chap. viii. § 1. 
2  Saws. xiii. 18.  Pk. vt. 1. Josephus here determines nothing what were these particu-
lar tokens of virginity or of corruption; perhaps he thought he could not easily describe 
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eusation as be is furnished withal; and let the father or the bro-
ther of the damsel, or some one that is after them nearest of ki 
to her, defend her. If the damsel obtain a sentence in he 
favour, that she had not been guilty, let her live with ler hus 
band that accused her; and let him not have any farther power 
at all to put her away, unless she give him very great occasions 
of suspicion, and such as•can be uo way contradicted. But for 
him that brings an accusation and calumny against his wife i 
an impudent and rash manner, let him be punished by receiving 
forty stripes save one, and let him pay fifty shekels to her father. 
but if.the damsel be convicted, as ha►ing been corrupted, and i 
one of the common people, let her be stoned, because she di 
not preserve her virginity till she were lawfully married; but 
she were the daughter of a priest, let her be burnt alive; If an 
one has two wives, and if he greatly respect and be kind to on 
of them, either out of his affection to her, or for beauty, or for 
some other resaon, while the other is of less esteem with him ; 
and if the son of her that is beloved be the younger by birth than 
another born of the other wife, but endeavours to obtain the righ 
of primogeniture from his father's. kindness to his mother, 
would thereby obtain a double portion of his father's substanceA 
for that double portion is what I have allotted him in the laws; 
let not this be permitted; for it is unjust, that he who is the' 
elder by birth should he deprived of whatis due to lrihl, on tl 
father's disposition of his estate, because his mother was no 
equally regarded by him. He that bath corrupted a damsel es5  

poused to another man, in case he had her consent, let both hint 
and her he put to death, for they are both equally guilty ; the 
nian because he persuaded the woman willingly to submit to 
most impure action, and to prefer it to lawful wedlock ; th 
woman because she was persuaded to yield herself to be cor• 
rupted, either for pleasure, or for gain. However, if a ma 
light on a woman when she is alone, and forces her, where no 
body was present to come to her assistance, let him only be pu 
to death. Let him that bath corrupted a virgin not yet espoused 
tharry her; but if the father of the damsel be not willing 

them to the heathens, without saying what they might have thought a breach of mode 
; which seeming breach of modesty, lam! cannot always wholly avoid. 
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she should be his wife, let him pay fifty shekels as the price of 
her prostitution. He that desires to he divorced from his wife 
for any cause whatsoever*, and 'many such Causzs happen among 
tnen, let•him in ‘vriting give assurance that he will never use 
her as his wife any more, for by this means she may be at 
liberty to marry another husband, although before this bill of 
divorce be giVen she is not to be permitted so to doA: hut if she 
be Misused by him also, or if, when he is dead, her Tir5t husband 
would marry her again, it shall not be lawful for her to return to 
him. If a woman's husband die, and leave her without children, 
let his brother marry her ; and let him call the son that is born 
to hint by his brother's name, and educate Ithn as the heir of his 
inheritance; for this procedure will be for the benefit of the 
public, because thereby families will not fail, and the estate will 
continue among the kindred : and this will be for the solace of 
wives under their affliction, that they are to be married to the 
next relations of their former husbands. But if the brother will 
not marry her, let the woman 'come before the senate, and pro-
test openly that this brother will not admit her for his wife, but 
will injure the memory of his deceased brother, while she is will-
ing to continue in the family, and to bear him children : and 
when the senate have inquired of him, for what reason it is that 
he is averse to this marriage, whether he gives a bad or a good 
reason, the matter must come to this issue, that the woman shall 
loose the sandals of the brother, and shall spit in his face, and say, 
" he deserves this reproachful treatment from her, as having in-
" jured the memory of the deceased." And then let him go 
away out of the senate, and bear this reproach upon him all his 
life long ; and let her marry to whom she pleases, of such as seek 
her in marriage. But now, if any take captive, either a virgin, 
or one that bath been marriedt, and has a mind to marry her, 
let him not be allowed 40) bring her to bed to him, or to live with 
her as his wife, before she hath her head shaven, and bath put 

ki 
• 'fbeetC:vords of Jose Jos ar,! very like those of the Pharisees to our Saviour upon 

thi, very subject, Mattlt. 	15 it lawful for a non to put away his wile for every 
cause ?" 
t Ilt;re it is rurpoy.41, that thi. captive's husband, Walt(' were before a married woman, 

was ,dead befre, or rather %cis sla,ti in this very l itle : othcrwige it would have been 
acIt4try in him tdv.I. married Lea 
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on her mourning habit, and lamented her relations And friends 
that were slain in the battle, that by this means she .may give 
vent to her sorrow for them, and after that mg betake herself to 
feasting and matrimony; for it is good for him that takes a 
woman in order to have children by her, to be complaisant to her 
inclinations, and not merely to pursue his own pleasure, while be 
Lath no regard to what is agreeable to her. But when thirty 
days are past, !Ls the time of mourning, for so many are sufficient 
to prudent perSons for lamenting the dearest friends, then let 
them proceed to the marriage; hut in ease, when he bath satis-
fied his lust, he be too proud to retain her for his wife, let him 
not have it in his power to make her a slave, but let her go away 
whither she pleases, and have that privilege of a free noncan. 

C.f. As to those young men that despise their parents, and do 
not pay them htmour, but offer then: HE oats, either.beettuse 
they are ashamed of them, or think themselves wiser then they, 
in the first place, let 'their parents admonish them in words (tier 
they are by nature of authority sufficient for becoming- their 
judges), and let them say thus to them : ‘i that they eohebited 
" together, not for .  the sake of pleasure, nor for the augmenta-
" tion of their riches, by joining both their stocks together, but 
" that they might have children, to take care of them in their old 
" age, and might by them have what they then should want." 
And say farther to -him, " that when thou toast born, we took 
" thee up with gladness, and gave God the greatest thanks for 
" thee, and brought thee up with great care, and spared for no- 
" thing that appeared useful for thy preservation, and for thy in- 
" struction in what was most excellent. And now, since it is 
" reasonable to forgive the sins of those that are young, let it 
"suffice thee to have given so 'many indications of thy contempt 

of us; reform thyself; and act more wisely for the time to come; 
" considering that God is displeased with those that arc insolent 
" towards their parents, because he is himself the father of the 
" whole race of mankind, and seems to bear part of that dis- 
c` honour which falls upon those that have the same name., 

when they do not meet with due returns from their children. 
CC  And on such the law inflicts inexorable punishment; of which 
"punishment mayest thou never have the experience!" Now 
if the insolence of young men be thus cured, let them escape 
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the reproach which their former errors deserved; for by thi9. 
means  the lawgiver will .appear to be good, and parents happy, 
while they never behold, either a son or a daughter brought td' 
punishment. But if it happen that these words and instructions, 
conveyed by them in, order to reclaim the man, appear to be,. 
useless, then the offender renders the laws implacable enemies'  
to the insolence he has offered his parents; let him therefore be 
brought forth*, by these very parents, out of the Aty, with a 
multitude following him, and let him be stoned ; and when he 
has continued there for one whole day, that all the people may 
see him, let him be buried in the night. And thus it is that 
we bury all whom the laws condemn to die, upon any account 
whatsoever. ,Let our enemies that fall in battle be also buried ; 
nor let any one dead body lie above the ground, or suffer a 
punishment beyond what justice requires. 

25. Let no one lend t*any one of the Hebrews upon usury, 
neither ustfry of what is eaten or what is drunken, for it is not 
just to make advantage of the misfortunes of one of thy own 
countrymen; but when thou bast been assistant to his necessities, 
think it thy gain, if thou obtainest their gratitude to thee; and 
withal that reward - which will come to thee from God, for thy 
humanity towards him. 

2G. Those who have borrowed either silver or any sort of 
fruits, whether dry or wet (1 mean this, when the Jewish affairs 
shall, by the blessing of God, be to their own mind), let the 
borrowers bring them again, and restore them with pleasure to 
those who lent them.; laying them up, as it were, in their own 
treasuries, and justly expecting to receive them thence, if they 

- shall want them again. But if they be without shame, and do 
not restore it, let not the lender go to the borrower's house, and 
take a pledge himself, before judgement be given concerning it; 
but let him require the pledge, -and let the debtor bring it of 
hinisell, without the least opposition to him that comes upon him 
under the protection of the law. And if he that gave the pledge 
be rich, let the creditor retain it till what he lent be paid him 
again ; but if he be poor, let him that takes it, return it before 

• See Herod till reat insiigng on the execution of this law, with relation to two of 
his own cons, betotl a judges et Berra, Antiq. B. XVI. chap. xi. § 2. 

• 
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the going down of the sun, especially if the pledge be a garment, 
that the• debtor may have it for a covering in his sleep, God 
himself naturally showing mercy to the poor. It is also not law-
ful to take a millstone, nor any utensil thereto belonging, for a 
pledge, that the debtors may not be deprived of instruments to 
get their food withal, and lest- they be undone by their neces-
sity. 

27. Let death be the punishment for stealing a man ; but he 
that bath purloined gold or silver, let bim pay double. If any 
one kill a man that is stealing something cut of his house, let 
him be esteemed guiltless, although the man were only break-
ing in at the wall. Let him that bath stolen cattle pay four-
fold what is lost, excepting the case of an ox, for which let the 
thief pay five-fold. Let him that is so poor that he cannot pay 
what mulct is laid upon him, be his servant to whom he was 
adjudged to pay it. 

28. If any one be sold to one of his own nation, let him  
serve him six years, and on the seventh let him go free. But 
if he have a son by a woman-servant in his purchaser's house, 
and if, on account of his good will to his master, and his natu-
ral affection to his wife and children, he will he his servant still, 
let him be set free only at the coming of the year of jubilee, 
which is the fiftieth year, and let him then take away with him 
his children and wife, and let them be fret also. 

29. If any one find gold or silver in the road, let him inquire 
after him that lost it, and make proclamation of the place where 
he found it, and then restore it to him again, as not thinking it 
right to make his own profit by the loss of another. And the 
same rule is to be observed in cattle found to have wandered 
away into a lonely place. If time owner be not presently disco-
vered, let him that is the finder keep it with himself, and appeal 
to God, that he has not purloined what belongs to another. 

30. It is not lawful to pass by any beast that is in distress 
when in a. storm it is fallen down in the mire, but to endeavour 
to preserve it, as having a sympathy with it in its pain. 

31. It is also a duty to show the roads to those who do not 
know them, and not to esteem it a matter for sport, when w 
hinder others' advantages, by setting them in a wrong way. 

32. In like manner let no one revile a person blind or dumb. 
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- 33. If men strive together, and there be no instrument o 
iron, let him that is smitten be avenged immediately, by inflic 
ing the same punishment on him that smote him : but if when 
he is carried home he lie sick many clays, and then die, let him 
that smote him escape punishment ; but if he that is smitten 
escape death, and yet be at great expense for his cure, the smiter 
shall pay for all that has been expended during the time of his 
sickness, and for all that he has paid the physician, He that 
kicks a woman with child, so that the woman miscarry*, let him 
pay a fine in money, as the judges shall determine, as having 
diminished the multitude by the destruction of what was in her 
womb; and. let money also be given the woman's husband by him 
that kicked her; but if she die of the stroke, let him also be put 
to death, the law judging it equitable that life should go for 
life. 

34. Let no one of the Israelites keep any poison that may 
cause deathf, or any other harm ; but if he be caught with it, 
let him be put to death, and suffer the very same mischief that 
he would have brought upon them for whom the poison was pre-
pared. 

35. He that maimeth any one, let him undergo the like him-
self, and he deprived of the same member of which he hath de-
prived the other, unless he that is maimed will accept of money 
instead of itt; for the law makes the sufferer the judge of the 
value of what he hath suffered, and permits him to estimate it,  ;I 
unless he will be more severe. 

36. Let him that is the owner of an ox which pushed' with  / 

* Philo and others appear to have understood this law, Exod. xxi. 22, 23. better than 
Josephus, who seems to allow, that though the infant in the mother's womb, even after 
the mother were quick, and so the infant had a rational soul, were killed by the stroke 
upon thei mpther, yet if the mother escaped, the offender should only be fitted, and not 
pot to drib ; while he law scents rather to mean, that if the infant in that case be kill-
ed, tliciiigh the mother escape, the offender must be put to death ; and not only when the 
mother is killed, as Josephus understood it. It seems this was the exposition of the 
Pharisees in the days ofJosephus. 

1. What we  r rider a witch, according to our modem notions of witchcraft, Exud. xx t. 
1, 	Philo and Josephus understood of  a  poisoner, or one who attempted by secret and 

unlawful drugs or philtnt to take away the senses or the lives of into. 
This permission of redeeming this penalty with money is not in our copies, Exod. 

xxi.  24, 25. Lev. xxiv. 20. Dent. xix. 21. 
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his horn, kill him : but if he pushes and gores any one in the 
threshing-floor, let him be put to death by stoning, and let him 
not be thought fit for food: but if his owner be convicted as 
having known what his nature was, and hath not kept him up, 
let him. also be put to death, as being the occasion of the ox's 
having killed a man. But if the ox have killed a man-servant, 
or a maid-servant, let him be stoned ; and let the owner of the 

.  ox pay thirty shekels* to the master of hint that was slain : but 1,  
-  if it be an ox that is thus smitten and killed, let both the oxen, 

that which smote the other, and that which was killed, he sold, 
And. let the owners of them divide their price between them 
• 37. Let those that dig a well or a pit, be careful to lay planks 
over them, and so keep them shut up, not in order to hinder 

• „,  any persons from drawing water, but that there may be no dan-

t•  
,ger of falling into them : but V any one's beast fall into such a 
well or pit thus digged and not shut up, and perish, let the 

'  • .' owner pay its price to the owner of the beast. Let there be a 

I

' 	

woman; no, not although he or she were to gain an immense  

.  battlement round the tops of your houses instead of a wall, that 

- -tt . 

may prevent any persons front rolling down and perishing. 
' 	38. Let him that has received any. thing in trust for another, 
.take care to keep it as a sacred and divine thing; and let no one 
invent any contrivance, whereby to deprive him that bath in-
trusted it with him of the same, and this whether he be a man or 

sum of gold, and this where he cannot be convicted of it by any 
body; for it is fit that a man's own conscience, which knows what 

Pile  hath, should, in all cases, oblige him to do well. Let this 
conscience be his witness, and make him always act so as may 
procure him commendation from others; but let hint chiefly 
have regard to God, from whom no wicked man can lie con-
cealed: but if he in whom the trust was reposed, without any 
deceit of his own, lose what he was intrusted withal, let him 
come before the seven judges, and swear by God, that nothing 
ath been lost willingly, or with a wicked intention, and that 
e bath not made use of any part thereof, and so let him depart 

I': 
: 	- 	n may here note, that thirty shekels, the price our Saviour was sold for by Judas 

the Jews, Nlatth. xxvi. 15. xxvii. 3.  was the old value of a bought servant or slave 
rnong  that people. 
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without blame; but if he hath made use of the least part of what 
was committed to him, and itbe lost, let him be condemned to 
repay all that he had received. After the sage manner as in 
these trusts, it is to be, if any one defraud those that undergo 
bodily labour for him. And let it be always remembered, that 
we are not to defraud a poor man of his wages ; as being sensible 
that God has allotted that wages to him instead of land, and 
other possessions; nay, this payment is not at all toibe delayed, 
but to be made that very day, since God is not willing to de-
prive the labourer of the immediate use,  of what he bath labour- 
ed for. 	, 

39. You arc not to punish children for the faults of their pa-
rents, but on account of their own virtue rather to vouchsafe 
them commiseration, because they were born of wicked parents, 
than hatred, because they were born of bad ones: nor indeed 
ought we to impute the sin of children to their fathers, while 
young persons indulge themselves in many practices different 
from what they have been instructed in, and this by their proud 
refusal of such instruction. 

40. Let those that have'made themselves eunuchs be had in 
detestation ; and do you avoid any conversation with them who 
have deprived themselves of their manhood, and of that fruit of 
generation which God has given to men for the increase of their 
kind : let such be driven away, as if they had killed their child-
ren, since they beforehand have lost what should procure them ; 
for evident it is, that while their soul is become effeminate, they 
have withal transfused that effeminacy to their body also. In 
like manner do you treat all that is of a monstrous nature when 
it is looked on; nor is it lawful to geld either men or any other 
animals*. 

4l. Let this be the constitution of your political laws in time 
of peace, and God will be so merciful as to preserve this excel-
lent settletmetit free from disturbance: and may that time never 
come which may innovate any thing, and change it for the con- 

* This law against castration, even of brutes, is'said to be so rigorous elsewhere; as to 
inflict death on him that does it ; which scents only a Pharisaical interpretation in she 
days  bf  Josephus of that law, Lcv, xxi. so. and xxii.  24.: only we may hence observe, 
that the Jews could then have  no each  which are gelt, but only bulls and cows, in 
Judea. 
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trary. But since it must needs happen that mankind fall into 
troubles and dangers, either undesignedly, or intentionally, come 
let us make a few constitutions concerning them, that so being 
apprised beforehand what ought to be done, you may have sa.. 
lutary counsels ready when you want them, and may not then be 
obliged to go to seek what is to be done, and so be unprovided, 
and fall into dangerous circumstances. May you be a laborious 
people, and exercise your souls in virtuous actions, and thereby 
possess and inherit the land without wars; while neither any 
foreigners make war upon it, and so inflict you, nor any inter-
nal sedition seize upon it, whereby you may do things that are 
contrary to your fathers, and so lose the laws which they have 
established. And may you continue in the observation of those 
laws which God path approved of, and bath delivered to you. 
Let all sort of warlike operations, whether they befal you now in 
your own time, or hereafter in the times of your posterity, be 
done out of your own borders: but when you are about to go to 
war, send ambassages anti heralds to those who are your volun-
tary enemies, for. it is a right thing to make use of words to 
them before you come to your weapons of war; and assure 
them thereby, that although you have a numerous army, with 
horses and weapons, and above these; a God merciful to you, 
and ready to assist you, you do however desire them not to com-
pel you to fight against them, nor to take.from them what they 
have, which will indeed be our gain, but what they will have no 
reason to wish we should take to ourselves. And if they hearken 
to you, it will be proper for you to keep peace with them ; but 
if they trust on their own strength superior to yours, and will 
not do you justice, lead your army against them, making use of 
God as your supreme commander, but ordaining for a lieutenant 
under him, one that is of the greatest courage among you; for 
these different commanders, besides their being an obstacle to 
actions that are to be done on the sudden, are a disadvantage to 
those that make use of them. Lead an army pure, and of 
chosen men, composed of all such as have extraordinary strength 

*of body, and hardiness of soul; but do you send away the timor-
ous part, lest they run away in the time of action, and so af-
ford an advantage to your enemies. no you also give leave to 
those that have lately built them houses, and have not vet lived 
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in them a year's time; and to those that have planted them vine-
yards, and have not yet been .partakers of their fruits; to conti-
nue in their own country; as well as those also who have be-
tmthed, or lately married them wives, lest they have such an 
affection for these things that they be too sparing of their lives, 
and, by reserving themselves for these enjoyments, they become 
voluntary cowards (on account of their wives). 

42. When you have pitched your camp, take catt that you do 
nothing that is cruel. And when you are engaged in a siege, 
and want timber for the making of warlike engines, do not you 
render the land naked by cutting down trees that bear fruit, but 
spare them, as considering that they were made for the benefit 
of men ; and that if they could speak, they would have a just 
plea against you, because, though they are not occasions of the 
war, they are unjustly treated, and suffer in it; and would, if 
they were able, remove themselves into another land. When 
you have beaten your enemies in battle, slay those that have , 
fought against you ; but preserve the others alive, that they may 
pay you tribute, excepting the nation of the Canaanites, for as 
to that people you must entirely destroy them. 

43. Take care, especially in your battles, that no woman use 
the habit of a man, nor man the garment of a woman. 

44. This was the form of political government which was left 
us by Moses. Moreover he had already delivered laws in writ-
ing*, in the fortieth year .(after they came out of Egypt), con-
cerning which we will discourse in another book. But now on 
the following days (for he called them to assemble continually), 
he delivered blessings to them, and curses upon those that should 
not live according to the laws, but should transgress the duties 
that were determined for them to observe. After this, he read 
to them a poetic song, which was composed in hexameter verse ; 
and left it to them in the holy book : it contained a prediction 
of what was to come to pass afterward. Agreeably whereto all 
things have happened all along, and do still happen to us; and 
wherein be has not at all deviated from the truth. Accordingly 
he &livered these books to the priests4, with the ark; into 

* These laws seem to be those above mentioned, § 4. of this chapter. 
t What• laws were now delivered to the priests, see the note on Antiq. Ii. III. 

chap. i. § 7. 
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which he also put the ten commandments, written in two tabl 
He delivered to them the tabernacle also; and exhorted the pe 
ple, that when they had conquered the land, and were settled i 
it, they should not forget the injuries of 'the Ainalekites, bu 
make war against them, and inflict punishment upon them for 
what mischief they did them when they were in the wilderness: 
and that when they had got possession of the land of the Calt  
naanites, and when they had destroyed the whole multitude of 
its inhabitants, as they ought to do, they should erect a❑  altar 
that should face the rising sun, not far from the city of Shechem, 
between the two mountains, that of Gerizzim situate on the right 
hand, and that called Ebal on the left; and that the army 

'should be so divided, that six tribes should stand upon each of 
the two mountains, and with them the Levites and the priests. 
And that first, those that were upon mount Gerizzitn should 
pray for the best blessings upon those who were diligent about 
the worship .of God, and the observations of his laws, and who 
did not reject what Moses had said to them; while the other' 
wished them all manner of happiness also : and when these la 
put up the like prayers, the former praised them. After this, 
curses were denounced upon those that should transgress those 
laws, they answering one another .alternately, by way of con-
firmation of what had been said. Moses also wrote their bless-
ings, and their curses, that they might leen them so thoroughly, 
that they might never be forgotten by length of time. And 
when he was ready to die, he wrote these blessings and curs 
upon the altar on each side of it*; where he says also the peo—
ple' stood, and then sacrificed and offered burnt-offerings ; 

.though after that day they never offered upon it any other sacri-
fice, for it was not lawful so to do. These are the constitutions. 
of Moses; and the Hebrew nation still live according to them. 

45. On the next day, Moses called the people together, wit 
the women and children, to a congregation, so as the very slav 
Were present also, that they might engage themselves to the obi  
servation of these laws by oath ; am] that, duly considering the 
meaning of God in them, they might not, either for favour of 

e Of the exact place where this altar was to be built, whether nearer mount Geriz-
aim or mount Ebal, according to Josephus, see Essay on the Old Teatiuuent, p. 16g-
171. 
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their kindred, or out of fear of any one, or indeed for any mo-
tive whatsoever, think any thing ought to be preferred to these 
laws, and so might transgress them : that in. case any one of 
their own blood, or any city, should attempt to confound or 
dissolve their constitution of government, they should take ven- . 
geanee upon them, both all in general; and each person in par-
ticular; and when they had conquered them, should overturn 
their city to the very foundations, and, if possibki should not 
leave the least footsteps of such madness: but that if they were 
not able to take such vengeance, they should still demonstrate 
that what was clone was contrary to their wills. So the multi-. 
titude hound themselves by oath so to do. 

46. Moses taught them also by what means their sacrifices 
might be the most acceptable to God ; andlhow they should go 
forth to war, making use of the stones (in the high-priest's 
breast plate) for their direetionlii as I have before signified. Jo-
shua also prophesied while Moses was present. And when Mu-
ses had recapitulated whatsoever he had done for the preserva-
tion of the people, both in their wars and in peace, and had 
composed them a body of laws, and procured them an excellent 
form of government, he foretold, as God had declared to him, 
cc that if they transgressed that institution for the worship of 

God, tilt),  should experience the following miseries : their 
cc land should be 'full of weapons of war from their enemies, and 
cc their cities should be overthrown, and their temple should be 
" burnt; that they should be sold for slaves, to such men as 
cc would have no pity on them in their afflictions: that they would 
cc then repent, when that repentance would no way profit them 
cc under their sufferings. Yet, said he, will that God who 
" founded your nation, restore your cities to your citizens, with 
cc their tempi 	lso; and you shall lose these advantages, not 
cc once only, 	t 

t 
often." 

47. Now when Moses had encouraged Joshua to lead out .the 
* Dr. Bernard well observes here, how unfortunate this neglect of consulting the 

Urim was to Joshua himself in the case of the Gibeonites, who put a tack upon hint, 
and ensnared him, toOlter with the rest of the Jewish rulers, with a solemn oath to 
preserve them, contrary to his commifsion to extirpate all the Canaanites root and 
branch ; which oath ha and the other mien'  never durst break. See Scripture Politics, 
p. 55, 56.: and this snare they were brought into, because they " did not ask counsel at 
" the mouth of the Lord." Josh. ix. 14: 
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army against the Canaanites, by telling him that God would as-
6ist him in all his undertakings, and had blessed the whole mul-
titude, he said, " Since I am going to my forefathers, and God 
" has determined that this should be the day of my departure 
" to them, I return him thanks while I am still alive, and pre-
" sent with you, for that providence he bath exercised over you, 
" which bath not only delivered us from the miseries we lay 
"under, but bath bestowed a state of prosperity upon us ; as 
" also, that he hath assisted me in the pains I took, and in all 
" the contrivances I had in my care about you, in order to bet-
" ter your condition, and bath on all occasions showed himself 
"'favourable to us; or rather he it was who first conducted our 
"affairs, and,hrought them to a happy conclusion, by making • use of me as a vicarious general under him, and as a minister 
"in those matters wherein he was willing to do you good: on 
" which account I think it proper to bless that divine power 
" which will take care of you for the time to come, and this in 
" order to repay the debt which I owe him, and to leave behind 
rr 

CC 

cC 

C4 

Cs 

tr 

ale a memorial that we are obliged to worship and honour 
him, and to keep those law: which arc the most excellent gift 
of all those he bath already bestowed upon us, or which, if he 
continue favourable to us, he will bestow upon us hereafter. 
Certainly a human legislator is a terrible enemy, when his 
laws arc affronted, and are made to no_purpose. Awl may 
you never dperienee that displeasure of God which will be 
the consequence of the neglect of these his laws, which he, 

" who is your Creator, hath given you." 
48. When Moses had spoken thus at the end of his life, and 

had foretold what would befall to every one of their tribes after-
Ward, with the addition of a bkssing to them*, the multitude 
fell into tears, insomuch, that even the women, by beating their 
breasts, made manifest the deep concern they had when he was 
about to die. The children also lamented still more, as not able 
to contain their grief; and thereby declared, that even at their 
age they were sensible of his virtue, and mighty deeds; and 

• 
4  Since Josephus assures us here, as is mast naturally to be supposed, and as the 

Septuagint givel the text, Deux. xxxiii, b. that Moses Mewd every one of tin tribes of 
limed, it is evident that Simeon was not omitted in his copy, as it unhappily now is. 
Loth In our Hebrew and Samaritan copies. 	. 

VOL. I. 	 X 
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truly there seemed to be a strife between the young and the old 
who should most grieve for him. The old grieved, because th 
knew what a careful protector they were to be deprived of, an 
so lamented their future state; but the young grieved, not only 
for that, but also because it so happened that they were to b 
left by him before they had well tasted of his virtue. Now on 
may make a guess at the excess of this sorrow and lamentation 
of the multitude, from what happened to the legislator himself ; 
for although he was always persuaded that he ought not to be I 
cast down at the approach of death, since the undergoing it was 1 
agreeable to the will of God, and the law of nature, yet what 
the people did, so overbore him that he wept himself. • Now as 
he went thence to the place where he was to vanish out bf their 
sight, they all followed after him weeping; but nises beckoned 
with his hand to those that were remote from him, and bade 
them stay behind in quiet, while he exhorted those that were. 
near to him that they would not render his departure so lament- ' 
able. Whereupon they thought they ought to grunt him that 
favour to let him depart; according as he ,  himself desired, so • 
they restrained themselves., though weeping still towards one 
another. All those who accompanied him, were the senate, and 
Eleazar the high-priest, and Joshua their commander. Now as 
soon as the y were come to the mountain called Abarim (which 
is a veil high mountain situate over-against Jericho, and one 
that affords to such as are upon it a prospect of the greatest 
part of the excellent land of Canaan), he dismissed the senate 
and as he was going to embrace Eleazar and Joshua, and was 
still discoursing with them, a cloud stood over him on the sud-
den, and he disappeared in a certain valley, although he wrote 
in the holy books that he died, which was done out of fear, 'lest 
they should venture to say, that because of his extraordinary 
virtue he went to God. 

49. Now Moses lived in all one hundred and twenty years 
a third part of which time, abating one month, he was the 
people's ruler. And he died on the last month of the year, 
which is called by the Macedonians Pystrus, hut by us Adar, 
on the first day of the month. lie was one that exceeded all 
men that ever were in understanding, and made the best use of 

.4. What that understanding suggested to him. He had a very 
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graceful way of speaking and addressing himself to the multi-
'ude: and as to his other qualifications, he had such a full corn-
mand of his passions, as if he hardly had any such in his soul; 
and only knew them by their names, as rather perceiving them 
in other men than in himself. He was also such a general of 
an army as is seldom seen, as well as such a prophet as was 
never known, and this to such degree, that whatsoever he pro-
tounced you would think you heard the voice of God himsel . 
So the people mourned for him thirty days ; nor did ever any 
grief so deeply affect the Hebrews as did this upon the death o 
Moses: nor were those that had experienced his conduct the 
only .persons that desired him, but those also that perused the 
laws be left behind him had a strong desire after him, and who, 
by them gathered the extraordinary virtue he was master of. 
And this shall suffice for the declaration of the manner of the 
death of Moses. 

   
  



   

SC9 

 

ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 

  

   

CoNTAINING 'HIE INTERVAL OF FOUR HUNDRED AND 

SE V ENT Y-SI YEARS. 

[From the Death.qf Moses to the Death of Eli.] 

CHAPTER I. 

How Joshua, the Commander of the Hebrezcs, made war with 
the Canaanites, and overcame them, and destroyed them, •and 
divided their Land by lot to the Tribes of Israel. 

§ I. 	 HEN Moses was taken away from among men., in the 
manner

/ 
 already described, and when all the solemnities belong-

ing to the mourning for him were finished, and the sorrow for 
him was over, Joshua commanded the multitude to get them-
selves ready for an expedition. He also sent spies to Jericho to 
discover what forces they had, and what were their intentions, 
but he put his camp in order, as intending soon to pass over 
Jordan at a proper season. And calling to him the rulers of the 
tribe of Reubel, and the governors of the tribe of Gad, and [the 
half tribe of] Manasseh, for half of this tribe had been permit-
ted to have their habitation in the country of the Amorites, which 
was the seventh part of the land of Canaan*, he put them in 

* 'The Amorite4pre one of the seven nations of Canaan. Hence Reiland is willing 
to snppose, that 3'6;icitliu.. did not here rem that their land beyond ,Jordan was a 
seventh part of the whole land of Canaan, but meant the Amorites as a seventh nation. 
His reason is, that JoYeidtug, as well as our Bible, generally distinguish the land beyond 
Joolan from the land of Cant/11111 ; nor can it he denied, that in strictness they were 
different; yet after two !Olio and a half of the twelve tribes came to inherit it, it might 
in 	ral way 	titer, be well included under the land of Canaan, or Palestine, or 
audea  ; of which we have a clear example here before us in Joiephus, ribose words eel- 
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rid what they had promised Moses; and he exhorted them,•• 
1 for the sake of the care that Moses had taken of them, who 

had never been weary of taking pains for them, no not tvlien,hel 
7a-as dying, and for the sake of the public welfare, they would 
prepare themselves, and readily perform what they had promis-
ed: so he took fifty thousand of them who followed him, an 
lie marched from Abila to Jordan, sixty furlongs. 

01 
 2. Now when lie had pitched his camp, the spies came 
'him immediately, well acquainted with the whole state of th 
Canaanites. For at first, before they were at all discovered, they 
took a full view of the city of Jericho without disturbance, and 
Saw which part of the walls were stronr, and which parts were 
bther‘vise, and indeed insecure, and which of the gates were to 
Weak as might afford an entrance to their army. Now those 
that met them took no notice of them when they saw tli'.:nt, and 
suppOsed they were only strangers, who used to be very cttriotit  
in observing every thing in the city, and did not take them for 
enemies: but at even they retired to a certain inn that was near 
'to the wall, whither they went to eat their  A  upper ; whit:11.s 

.  per when they had done, and were considering how to get  aw  

1,  

information  was given to the king as he was at supper, that there 
'Were some persons come from the Hebrews' camp to view the 
City as spies, and that they were in the inn kept by litthab, and 

,'  were very solicitous that they might nut be discovered. So  I' 

w
sent immediately some to them, and commanded to catch them, 
and bring them to him, that he might examine them by tottnre, 
and learn what their business was there. As soon as Rahab an 
derstood that these messengers were coming, she hid the spie 
tinder stalks of flax, which were laid to dry on the np of he 
house; and said to the messengers that were sent by the kin 
that certain unknown strangers had supped with her a little be. 
fore sun-setting, and were gone away, who might easily be taken 
if they were any terror to the city, or likely to bring any danger,  

Hently imply, that takir; the wink land of Canaan, or that inhabited by all the tWelVe 
, ,  tribes  toIt:titer, And parting it into seven parts, the paa beyond Jordan was in gwmtity 

0'  
o.f ground  one Let enth put of the whole. Anil this well enough agree, to liektufm own 
snap of that counts), all bough tit stand beyond Jordan was ao per (ilia cly fruitful and good  4 

,  .  for pasturage, as the two tribes and a half took notice, Num. xxxii. 1,  4,  lei. II.  rn•tintaitted about a fifth part of the whole people. 
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to the king. So these messengers being thus deluded by C,..!  • 
woman*, and suspecting no.imposition, went their ways, without 
so much as searching the inn, but they immediately pursued ., 
them along those roads which they most probably supposed them 
to have gone, and those particularly which led to the river, but 
could hear no tidings-  of them ; so they left off the pains of any 
farther pursuit. But when the tumult was over, Thal) brought 
the men down, and desired them, as soon as they should have 
obtained possession' of the land of Canaan, when it would be in 
their power to make her amends for her preservation of them, 
to remember.what danger she had undergone for their sakes ; for 
that if she had been caught concealing them, she could not have 
escaped a terrible destruction, she and all her family with he?, 
and so bid them go home ; and desired them to swear to her, to 
preserve her and her family when they should take the city, and 
destroy all its inhabitants, as they had decreed to do, for so far 

she said she had been assured by 'those divine miracles of which  , 
she had been informed. 'So these spies acknowledged, that they- ► 
owed her thanks foe what she had done already, and withal swore 
to requite her kindness, not only in words, but in deeds : but 
they gave her this advice, that when she should ivreeive that the 
city was about to be taken, she should put her goods, and all her 
family, by way of security, in her inn, and to hang out scarlet 
threads before her doors [or windows], that the coMmander of 
the Hebrews might know her house, and take care to do her DO 

 „
I 

harm ; for, said they, we will infoym him of this matter, because 

* It plainly appears by the history of these ipie;, and the inn-keeper Rshalcs decep-
tion of the king of Jericho's messem4ers, by tylling them what was false in order to sure 
the liver. of the spies, and yet the gleam cunructidation of her faith and gory.1 ss'I",1 lib in the 
New Tes,ament, lick xi. 33. Jaint  !I, ii. n. as well as by trimly other par gel examples, 
both in the Old Te.tameot and in Joseplutt, that the best men did nut then scruple to 
deceive tliose public enemies who might justly be destroyed ; as alto might deceive ill 
men in order to  Sall',  life, and delikr r themselves from the tyranny of their ut.just oppress-  :‘ 
ors, aryl. this by reaping (Valli CA:Au.: ; I mean, all this where no cads tear. demanded of 
them,rdtherivhe they Ureter dijr:t vLutuic on such a procedure. l\or 
t elf of t  tiny other opinion or pri.rtice,  a.. 1 shall 'chunk in the T10111 on A wig. 13. IX. chap. 
iv. yr.  3. And 	; that I still tall this woman Rahab an 	 not a harlot, 
tistiaole 11:Atury, botti in t ur copies, and especially 	 Jot,ephus, implying Ito more 

tans  indeed 60 ft emient a thing that women who wen: intAccpers t!,cre also harlots 
shitniuers of hat lotn, that the word commonly turd for real ballots uas usuallygiee 

them. See Dr. 13ernanr$ ;lute here, and Judges, xi. i.; and Ant 41.11..V. ch. %it. act, vile 
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of the concern thou bast had to preserve us : but if any one of  -
thy flintily fall in the battle, do not thou blame us ; and we be  
secch that God by whom we have sworn, not then to be dis-
pleased with us, as though we had broken our oaths. So these 
men, when they had made this agreement, went away, letting 
themselves down by a rope from the wall, and escaped, and came 
and told their own people whatsoever they had done in their 
journey to this city. Joshua also told Eleazar the high-pries 
and the senate, what the spies had sworn to Rabat); who confirm, 
ed what had been sworn. 

3. Now while Joshua, the commander, was in fear about their 
passing over Jordan, for the river ran with a strong current, and 
could not be passed over with• bridges, tin• there never had been 
bridges laid over,it hitherto; and while he suspected; that if he 
should attempt to make a bridge, that their enemies would not 
afford hint time to perfect it, and for ferry-boats they had 
God promised so to dispose of the river that they might p. ' 
uver it, and that by taking► away the main part of its waters.  S 
Joshua, after two days, caned the army and the whole multi 
tulle to pass over in the 111111111er following: the priests went first 
of all, having the ark with them; then went the Levites bearinr: 
the tabernacle, and the vessels which belonged to the sacrifices ; 
after which the entire multitude followed according to their 
tribes, baying their children and their wives in the midst of den r, 
as being afraid for them, lest they should be borne away by the 
stream. But as soon as the priests had entered the river first, it 
appeared fordable, the depth of the water being restrained, and 
the sand appearing at the bottom, because the current was nei-
ther so strong nor so swift as to carry it away by its force ; so the y 
all passed over the river without fear, finding it to be in the very 
same state as God laid foretold he would put it in: but the 
priests stood still in the midst of the river till the multituil 
should be passed over, and should get to the shore in safety; and 
When all Nverc gone over, the priests came out also, and per 
led the current to run freely as it used to do before. A 
itigly the river, as soon as the Ilebrews were mile nut of it, 
;Again presently, and came to its own proper magnitude 
fore. 	• 

4. So the Hebrews went 017. farther fifty furlongs, and pi 
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I

heir camp at the distance of ten furlongs from Jericho: hut .1,  : 
ima built an altar of those stones which all the heads of ,L('.. •.• 
,gibes, at the command of the prophet, had taken out of 
cep, to he afterwards a memorial of the division of the strc:ina 
f this river, and upon it oared sacrifice to God ; and in 111',t 
lace celebrated the Passover, and had great  plenty of all t1e.: 

things which they wanted hitherto: for they reaped the corn of .ii 
the Canaanites, which was now ripe, and took Utht4 things as 'r'!, rey; for then it was that their former food, which was manna, .' 

nil of whic► they had eaten forty years, failed them. 
5. Now while the Israelites did this, and the Canaanites did 

ot attack them, but kept themselves quiet within their o‘km walls; Joshua resolved to besiege them; so on the first day of the 
feast [of the passover], the priests carried the ark round about, 
with some part of 'the armed men to be a guard to it. These 
priests went forward, blowing with their seven trumpets; and 
exhorted the army to be of good courage, and went round about 
the city, with the senate following them; and when the priests 
had only blown with the trumpets, for they did nothing more at 
11, they returned to the catiip. And when they had done this 

' for six days, on the seventh Joshua gathered the armed men, and .all the people together, and told them this good tiding; that  tflie 
city should be now taken, since God would on that day give it  -4 
hem, by the falling down of the walls, and this of their own ac-
mrd, and without their 'Amu.. However, he charged them to 
kill every one they should take, and not abstain from the slaughter 
of their enemies, either for weariness, or for pity, and not to fall 
on the spoil; and be thereby diverted from pursuing their cue-. 
miss as they ran away; hut to destroy all the animals, and to 
take nothing for their own peculiar advantage. Ile commanded 
them also to bring together all tire silver and gold, that it might 
be set apart as first-fruits unto God out of this glorious exploit, as 
having gotten them from the city they first took ; only that they 
should save liabatt and her kindred alive, because of the oath 
which the spies' had sworn to bet.. 

6. When he had said this, and had set his army in order, h 
ought it against the city : so they went round the eiry again 

the ark going before thew, and the priests encouragim;  the peo 
ple to bo zealous in the work; and when they had . gone roun I 
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it seven times, and had stood still a little, the wall fell down, 
while no instruments of war, nor any other force, was applied to 
it by the Hebrews. 

7. So they entered into Jericho, and sleW all the men that were 
therein, while they were of 	at the surprising overthrow 
of the walls, and their courage was become useless, and they were 
not able to defend themselves; so they were slain, and their 
throats cut, some in the ways, and others as caught in their 
houses ; nothing afforded theta assistance, but hey all perished, 
even to the Women and the children, and the city was filled with 
dead bodies, and not one person escaped. They also burnt the 
whole city, and the country about it; but they saved alive Hahab, 
with her family, who bud fled to her inn, And when she was 
brought to him, Joshua owned to her, that they owed her thanks 
for her preservation of the spies; so he said he would not appear 
to be behind her in his benefaction to her ; whereupon he gate 
her certain lands immediately, and had her in great esteem ever 
afterwards. 

S. And if any part of the city escaped the fire, he overthrew 
it from the foundation ; and he denounced a curse against its 
inhabitants, it' any should desire to rebuild it; how, upon his 
laying the ibundation of the walls, be should be deprived of 
his eldest son, and upon finishing it, he should lose his.youngest 
son. But, what happened hereupon, w shall speak of here-
after. 

9. Now there was an immense quantity of silver and gold, and 
besides those of brass also, that was heaped together out of the 

.city when it was taken, no one transgressing the decree, nor pur-
loining for their own peculiar advantage; which spoils .Joshua 

• Upon occasion of this devoting of Jericho to dcstruction, end the exemplary pu-
tthinnent of Ache, wdo lux lie that eltcrem,' or rinthrma,' and of the punishment 
of the future break, r of it, I Iiel, 1 Kiu s, mi. 34, as 1411.0 of the punishment of Saul, 
for breaking the like ' clietem,' or anathema,' ng,in.t the Amalclotcs, 1 Sam, iv, 
we may observe what was the true incenbig ut that law, Ixr. xx,ii. 19. 	None de-
" voted, which shall be devoted of men, rhall be redeemed r btu shall surely be put to 
" death!" I. e. *Ilene% er 1'1.1 of the Jr,,.' public enemies had hecn, for their wickedttest, 
solemnd, devot NI to destruction, accordim; to  the ...011ie command, at, were gent•tslly the 
seven wicked notions of Canaan, and Om," sinners the Anutlekitea, I Sam. xv. IS, it was 
latterly unlawful to permit those enemies to be redeemed, but they were to be all utterly 
destroyed. Bee also Nutn. eci. 2, O. 
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delivered to the priests, to be laid :pp among their treasurd 
And thus did Jericho perish. 4. 

10. But there was one Achar *, the son [of Charmi, the son 
of Zebedia, of the tribe of Judah, who, ;hiding a royal garment 
woven entirely of gold, and a piece of gold that weighed tw 
hundred shekels t ; and thinking it it very hard case, that what 
spoils he, by runninr..7 some hazard, had found, heimust give 
away, and oiler it to God, who stood in no need of it, while he 
that wanted it must go without it; made a deep ditch in his own 
tent, and laid them tip therein, as supposing he should not only 
be concealed from his fellow-soldiers, but from God himself 
also. 

11. Now the place where Joshua pitched his camp was called 
Gilgal, which denotes /iberiy 	ibr since now they had passed. 
over Jordan, they looked on themselves as freed from the miseries 
which they had undergone from. the Egyptians, and in the wil-
derness. 

12. Now, a few days after the calamity that befell Jericho, 
Joshua sent three thousand armed men to take Ili, a city situate 
above Jericho; but, .upon the sight of the people of Ai, with 
them they were drive» back, and lost thirty-six of their men. 
When this was told the Israelites, it made them very sad, and 
exceeding: disconsolate, not so much because of the relation the 
men that were destroyed bare to them, though those that were 
d'.stroycd were all good men, and deserved their esteem, as by 
the despair it occasioned; for while they believed that they were 
already, in effect, in possession of the land, and should brin2; 

• That the name of this chief was not Aelt..np as in the common copies, hut Achar, 
as here in Jot-Apia', snit in the Ai,:.stolical Coositut. 13. VII_ oh. ii. and elsewhere, is 
esideiii by tha  allusion to that nutue in the curse ofiloshoa, "Wily halt thou troubled us? 
4 6 the Lord Aalkrouble thee;" whew the Hebrew curds alkli: only to the name Achar, 
hut not to ACiI311. Ac,:or(141y, this valley of Achar, or Adios-, was, and IN, a 1:110‘411 

Vne, a litdeitorth of 	 d from the days of Joshua till this day. 6ce Josh. 
111.  ‘26.11% .14,.  10. 111w. ii. i s. and Dr. 	note,, here. 
t 	 sery List ly observes, that n few words are dropped out of idosephus'.3 

copies, on act:unlit of the rept;ition of tie word sic A.t1,, and that it ought to be read thus: 
ninasese of gold that sieii2tted fifty slichela, and one of silver that weighed tau hundred 

",40kuir,"  a  iu our copies, drAttu, vii. 21. 
efil14  I agree here Ath,Dr. li. utuul, and appiove of Jr.t.erbm'ii interpretation of Gilgal 
LIV  Cberty. See 	v. 9. 
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,back the army out of the battles without loss, as God had pro-
ised beforehand, they notesaw unexpectedly their enemies 

old with success : su they put sackcloth over their garments, 
'and continued in tears and lamentatiu , all-the day, without the 
least inquiry after food, but laid what had happened greatly to 
heart. 

13. When Joshua saw the army so much afflicted, and pos-
sessed with forebodings of evil as to their whole expedition, he 

Ikt

used freedom with God, and said, " We are not come thus far 
" out of any rashness of our own, as thought we thought ourselves 
" able to subdue this laud with our own 'weapons, but at the in- 

IP
" stigation of Moses thy servant for this purpose, because thou 
" }last promised us by many signs, that thou wuuldest give us this 
" land for a possession, and that thou wouldest make om army 
" always superior in war to our enemies, and accordingly some 
" success has always attended upon us agreeably to thy promises; 
" but because we have now unexpectedly been foiled, and have 
" lost some mot out of our army, we are grieved at it, us fearing 
" what thou bast promised us, and what Moses foretold us, eau-
" not be depended on by us; and our future expectation troubles 
" us the more, because we have met with such a disaster in this 

ii" our first attempt. But do thou, 0 Lord, free us from these 
" suspicions, for thou art able to find a cute for these disorders,' 
" by giving us victory, which will hotly-cake away the grief. we 

"0 
 " are in at present, and prevent oar distrust as to what is to 
I come."  

, 14. These intercessions Joshua put up to God, as,he lay pro-
strate on his face : whereupon Gol answered him, " that he 
" should rise up, and purify his host front the pollution which 

was go,: into it ; that things consecrated to ni.. have been im- 
' 	" pudently stolen from we, amid that this has heel) the occasion It  

" why this defeat had happened to diem ; and that when they 
6` should search out mind punish the en'ender, he would ever 
" take care they should have. tit: Benny over their enemic,;." 
This  Joshua told the people: amid calling. for Eleazar the high- 

1117  priest, and the men in authority, he cast lots, tribe 'by tribe, 
and whc, k tile lot showed that this wicked action WI'S dune by 
one of the tribe of Judah, •h+' then again proposed the lot to the r t..v,2.val families thereto belon;ini5, so the truth of this wicked 
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action W115 Ii11111d to belong to the faintly of Zach.ir; •io; ' 
the inquiry was made man by man, thev'took Achar, why,, up-
on God's reducing him to a terrible extrentity, could u.., deov 
the fact: so he contessed the theft, and produced what he i•ad 
taken in the midst of them, whereupon he was immediately put 
to death ; and attained no more than to be buried in the night 
in a disgraceful manner, and such as was suitable to a con- 
demned malefactor. 	 # 

15. When Joshua had thus purified the host, he led them 
against Ai: and having by night laid an ambush round about 
the city, he attacked the enemies as soon as it was day ; but as 
they advanced boldly against the Israelites, because of their 
former victory, he made them believe he retired, And by that 
means drew them a great way from the city, they still supposing 
that they were pursuing their enemies, and despised them, as 
though the case had been the same with that in the former bat-
tle; after which Joshua ordered his forces to turn about, and 
placed them against their front: he then made the signals agreed 
upon to those that lay in ambush, and so excited them to fight; 
so they ran suddenly into the city, the inhabitants being upon 
the walls, nay, others of them being in perplexity, and coming 
to see those that were without the gates. Accordingly, these 
men took the city, and slew all that they met with ; but Joshua 
forced those that came against him, to come to a close fight, 
and discomfited them, and made them run away; and when 

,they were driven towards tte city, and thought it had not been 
ouched, as soon as they saw it was taken, and perceived it was 
urnt, with their wives and children, they wandered about in 
le fields in a scattered condition, and were.  no way able to de- 
• nd themselves, because they had none to support them. Now 

-  lien this calamity was come upon the men of Ai, there were a 

Of 

 
neat number of children, and women, and servants, and an 
m monse quantity of other hirniture. The Hebrews also took 

herdS of cattle, and a great deal of money, for this WaS a rich 
country. So when Joshua came to Gilgal, he divided all these 
spoils trifong the soldiers. 

G. But the Gibconites, who inhabited very near to Jerusa-
, when they saw what miseries had happened to the inhabit-

lents  of Jericho, and to those of Ai, and suspected that the like 
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sore calamity would come as fitr as tit ' 	• 

think fit to ask for mercy of Joshua; for they supposed th 
should find little mercy- from him, who made war that he mig 
entirely destroy the nation of the Canaanites ; but they invit 
the people of Cephirah and Kiriathjearim, who were their neigl 
bourn, to join in league with then' ; and told them, that neith 
could they themselves avoid the danger they were all in, if t 
Israelites should prevent them, and seize upon them : so wit 
they had persuaded them, they resolved to endeavour to esc:,  
the forces of the Israelites. Accordingly, upon their agreement 
to what they proposed, they Lent ambassadors to Joshua to 
make a league of friendship with him, and those such of the 
citizens as were best approved of, and most capable of doing 
what was most advantagcous to ihe multitude. Now these am- 
bassadors thought it dangerous to confess themselves to be Ca-,. 
naanites, but thought they might , by this contrivance, avoid the 

• danger, namely, by saying that they bare no relation to the Ca-
naanites at all, but dwelt at a very great distance from them : 
and they said farther, that they came a long way on account of 
the reputation he had gained for his virtue ; and as a mark of 
the truth of what they said, they' showed them the habit they 
were in, for that their•elothes were new when they came out, 
but were greatly worn by the length of time they had been in 
their journey; for indeed they took torn garments, on ptirpose 
that they might male him believe so. "•So they stood in the 
midst of the people, and said, that they were sent by the people 
of Giheon, and of the circumjacent cities, which were very re-
mote from the land where they now were, to make such a league 
of friendship with them, and this on such conditions as were 
customary among their forefathers; for when they understood, 
that, by the favour of God, and his gift to them, they were to 
have the possession of the land of Canaan bestowed upon them, 
they said, that they were'very glad to hear it, and desired to he 
admitted into the number of their citizens. Thus did these am- 
bassadors speak; 	showing them the marks of their long 
Journey, they entreated the Hebrews to make a league of friend. 
ship with them. Accordingly Joshua, believing what they said, 
that they were not of the nation of the Canaanites, entered into 
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friendship with them ; and Eleazar the high-priest, with th 
senate, sware to them that they would esteem them their friends 
and associates, and would attempt nothing that should be unfair 
against them, the multitude also assenting to the' oaths that were 
made to them. So these men having obtained what they de-
sired, by deceiving the Israelites, went 'home : but when Joshua 
led his army to the country at the bottom of the mountains. of 
this part of Canaan, he understood that the Cibetrites dwelt 
not far from Jerusalem, and that they were of the stock of the 
Canaanites; so he sent for their governors, and reproached them. 
with the cheat they had put upon him ; but they alleged on 
their own behalf, that they had no other way to save themselves. 
but that, and were therefore forced to have recourse to it. So 
he called for Eleazar the high-priest, and for the senate, who 
thought it right to make them public servants, that they might  ' 
not break the oath they had made to them ; and they ordained 
them to be so. And this was the method by which these men 
found safety and security under the calamity that was ready to , 
overtake them.  

17. But the king of Jerusalem took it to heart that the Gibe • 
onites had gone over to Joshua, so he called upon the kings of  : 
the neighbouring nations to join together, and make war against 
them. Now when the Gibeonites saw these kings, which were', 
four, besides the king of Jerusalem, and perceived that they had 
pitched their camp at a certain fountain not far from their city, 
and were getting ready for the siege of it, they called upon 
Joshua to assist them; for such was their case, as to expect to be, 
destroyed by these Canaanites,. but to suppose they should be  1 
saved by those that came for the destruction of the Canaanites, 
because of the league of friendship that was between them..' 
Accordingly, Joshua made baste with his whole army to assist 
them, and marching day and night, in the morning he fell upon 
the enemies as they were going up to the siege; and when he 
had discomfited them, he followed them, and pursued them 
down the descent of the hills. The place is called Beth-boron ; 
where he alto understood that God assisted him, which he dc. 
elated. by thunder and thunder-bolts, as also by the falling of 
hail larger than usual. Moreover it happened that the day was 

...i 
1, 	:.. 
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lengthened*, that the night might not come on too soon, and 
be an obstruction to the zeal of the Hebrews in pursuing their 
enemies; insomuch, that Joshua took the kings, which were 
hidden in a certain cave at Makkedah, and put them to death. 
Now that the day was lengthened at this time, and was longer 
than ordinary, is expressed in the books laid tip in the templet. 

1S. These kings which made war with, and were ready to 
fight, the Giheonitos, being thus overthrown, Joshua returned 
again to the mountainous parts of Canaan; and when he bad 
made a great slaughter of the people there, and took their prey, 
he came to the camp at Gilgal. And now there \vent a great 
fame abroad among the neighbouring people, of the courage of 
the lIebrews; and those that heard what a number of men were 
destroyed, were greatly affrighted at it : so the kings that lived 
about mount Lihanus, who were Canaanites, and those Canaan-
ites that dwelt in the plane country, with auxiliaries out of the 
land of the Philistines, pitched their camp at lieroth, a city of 
the Upper Galilee, not far from Cadesh, which is itself also a 
place in Galilee. Now the number of the whole army was three 
hundred thowsand armed foot-men, and ten thousand horsemen, 
and twenty thousand chariots, so that the multitude of the ene-
mies affrighted both Joshua himself, and the Israelites; and 
they, instead of being full of hops of good success, were super-
stitiously timorous, with the great terror with which they were 
stricken. ‘Vherenpon God up:gaided them with the fear they 
were in ; and asked them, whether they desired a greater help 

• Whether this lengtheuit,g of the 'law, by the stottlin; still of the sun and moon, 
syere.ph)aienl and real, by the miraculous stoppage of the diurnal mcnion of the earth 
for about half a revolution, or whether only sip:trent, by aerial phosphoti imitating the 
sun awl moon  as  stationary so long, while (-kit& and  the night hid the real ones, and 
this parhelion or mock slut affording stilt leut light ft.t. Jodnet's pursuit and complete 
victory (which aerial plm,plwri in other  shape; have been 'now than ordinarily common 
of Ihte years), cannot now be dot ermined pliihNiophers and 'ism-m(411er% will naturally 
incline to this hater 11:, pothcal,. In the 1) , O111 6111,. the  Caw itself was mentioned in the 
book of dasher, now  lost, Joih. x. 1 I. 	eonfhtned by Isaiah, xxviii. 21. Habak-
kuk, iii. 11 ,  mul by the son of &rad', Ecchas. 1.1‘i. .1. in the !cult Psalm of 
Solomon, vet. td!. it is tibio sill of the Itonin.uie:,  with relation, no doubt, to this and 
the other miraculous standing still  and going L.tek, in the days of doditut and Ileiekiah, 
" They have not wandered, front the day that he created them ;  they have not forsaken 
" their way, from ancient gcnerationi, unlw.s it were when God en:p.ined them [so to dot 
" by the command of his tutvants." so! Amlwnt. Rye. part I. p. 15.1. 

t Of the books laid up in the temple, 5“I! ibe W:4,  tau Antiq. It. 111. dr. i. § 7, 
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than he could afford them: and promised them that they shouh; 
overcome their enemies; and withal charged them to make their 
enemies' horses useless, and to burn their chariots. • So Joshua  :4̀,  
became full of courage upon these promises or God, and went 
out suddenly against the enemies; and after five days' march he 
came upon thttn, and joined battle with them, and there was a 
terrible fight, and such a number were slain as could not be be-
lieved by those that heard it. Fle also went on in the pursuit a 
great way, and destroyed the entire army of the enemies, few 
only excepted, and all the kings fell in the battle; insomuch, 
that when there wanted men to be killed, Joshua slew their 
horses, and burnt their chariots, and passed all over their coun-
try without opposition, no one daring to meet him to battle; 
but he still went on, taking their cities by siege, and again kill-
ing whatever he took. 

19. The fifth year was now past, and there was not one of the 
Canaanitcs remained any longer, excepting some that had re-
tired to places of great strength. So Joshua removed his camp 
to the mountainous country, and placed the tabernacle in the 
city Shiloh, for that seemed a tit place for it, htcause of the 
beauty of its situation, until tack time as their affitirs would per-
mit them to build a temple; and from thence he went to She 
chem, together with all the people, and raised an altar where 
Moses had beforehand directed ; then did he divide the army, 
and placed one half of them on mount Gerizzim, and the other 
halt' on mount Ebal, on which mountain the altar was*'; he also 
placed there the tiibe of Levi, and the priests. And when they 
had sacrificed, and denounced the [blessings and the] curses, 
and had left them engraven upon the altar, they returned to 
Shiloh. 

O. And now Joshua was old, and saw that the cities of the 
Canaaitites were not easily to be taken, not only because they 
were - situate in such strcong places, but because of the strength of 
the walls themselves, which being built round about, the natu-
.1eterxength or the places on which the cities stood, scented ea-

, f 	hle of ,repelling their enemies frotii besieging them, and of 
t4aking those enemies despair of taking them ; for when the Ca-

t 

4* Of the situation 	this altar, see Essay on the Old Testament, p. 1704. 
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naanites had learned, that the Israelites came out of Egypt in 
order to destroy them, they were busy all that time in making 
their cities strong. So he gathered the people together to a 
congregation at Shiloh; and when they, with great zeal and 
haste, were come thither, he observed to them what prosperous 
successes they had already had, and what glorious things had 
been done, and those such as were worthy of that God who et 
abled them to do those things, and worthy of the virtue of thOse 
laws which they followed. He took notice also, that thirty-one 
of those kings that ventured to give them battle were overcome, 
and every army, how great soever it were, that confided in their 
own power, and fought with them, was utterly destroyed; so 
that •not so much as any of their posterity remained. And as 
for the cities, since some of them were taken, but the others 
must be taken in length of time, by long sieges, both on account 
of the strength of their walls, and of the confidence the inhabit-
ants had in them thereby, he thought it reasonable that those 
tribes that came along with them from beyond Jordan, and had 
partaken of the dangers they had undergone, being their own 
kindred, should now be dismissed and•  sent home, and should 
have thanks for the pains they had taken together. with them. 
As also, he thought it reasonable that they should send one man 
out of every tribe, and he such as had the testimony of extraordi-
nary virtue, who should measure the lath, faithfully, and with-
out any fallacy or deceit should inform theM of its real magni-
tude. 

21. Now Joshua, when he had thus spoken to them, found 
that' the multitude approved of his proposal. So he sent men to 
measure their country, and sent with them some geometricians, 
who could not easily fail of knowing the truth, on account of 
their skill in that art. He also gave them a charge to estimate 
the measure of that part of the land that was most fruitful, and 
what was not so good : for such is the nature of the land of 
Canaan, that one may see large plains, and such as are exceeding 
fit to produce fruit, which yet, if they were compared to other 
parts of_ the country; might be reckoned exceeding fruitful, yet 
if it be compared with the fields about Jericho, and to those 
that belong to Jerusalem, will appear to be of no account at all. 
And although it so falls out, that these people have but a very 

Vol,, 	 ■ 
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little of this.s.ort of land, and that it is, for the main, mountainous 
also, yet does it now come behind other parts, on account of its 
exceeding goodness and  beau  CY . ;' for which reason Joshua thought 
the land -  for the tribes should be divided by estimation of its 
Oddness, 'rather than the largeness of its measure, it often hap-

.:  petting; that  one acre of some sort of land was equivalent to a 
housand other acres, • Now the men that were sent, which were 
a number ten, travelled all about, and made an estimation of 
he land, and in the seventh month came to him to the city of 

.8hiloh, where they had set up the tabernacle. 	. 
.. .  22. •  So Joshua  took both  Elcazar and the senate, and with 
• . them the heads of the tribes, and distributed the land to the nine 

tribes, and to the half-tribe of Manasseh, appointing the dimen-
sions to 1)::  according-  to the largeness of each trib.% So when he 

liFtad  cast lots, Judah had assigned him by lot .t11,  upper part Of 
Judeit, reaching as far as Jet us•dem, and its breadth extending to 
he lake•of Sodom.  Now in Cac lot, of this tribe there Were the 

cities of .1.4:elon and Gaza. The lot of Simeon, which was the 

 

.  second, ineltakd that part of Idtnnea which bordered upon Egypt 
and Arabia. As to the 13enjamites, their lot fell so, that its 
cngth reached from the ricer Jordan to the sea, but in breadth 
t was hounded .by Jerusalem and Bethel ; and this lot was the 
'tarrowest of all, by reason of the goodness of the land, for it in-
Chided Jericho, and the city of Jerusalem. The tribe of 
yphraim  had by hit the land that extended in length from the 
river Jordan to Gczcr; but in breadth as fai• as front Bethel, till 
t ended at the great plain. '1 he. 	of Manasseh had the 
and from  Jordan to the city Dora,• but its breadth was at 
iethshan, which is now called Seythopolis„ And after these 

'vas Issachar, which had its limits in length mount Carmel and 
he river, bn , s  limit in breadth was mount Tabor. The tribe 

of Zebulon'4,1 dt included the land which lay as far as the late of 
tp 

icnesareth, and that which belonged to Carnal and the s 
Ylie tyihe of A.,4r hod that part which was called the•Valley, Id 
suet it  «:1 ,̀,  Ad all that part which lay over-agairst Sidon. 
Ihel'eity Arce belonged to their share, which 'is also named 
.v,eipus. The Nz;plithalites received the eastern parts, as far 
t the. citv 'of Litacus and the upper Galilee, unto -mount 

11.11iecUs, lici'd  the tOitiltii:s of Jordan, s'e hide :11C4.!  out of that ,• 
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,  ountain; that is, out of that part of it whose limits belong  to 
the neighbouring city Arce. The baniteg  lot, included all that 
part of. the valley which respects the sun-setting, ' and were 
bounded by Azotus and Dora; as also they had all Jamnia an 
path, from Ekron to that mountain where the tribe of Judal 
begins. 

23. After this manner did Joshua divide the six nations thati 
bear the name of the sons of Canaan, with their land, to be pos- 

.6,,.sesscd by the nine tribes and a half; for Moses bad prevente 
WWith  n , .and had already distributed the land of the Amoritcs, whie 

itself was so called also from one of the. sons of Canaan, to tit 
two tribes and a half, .as We have showed already ; but the pat 
about .Sidon, as also those that belonged to the Arkites, and th 

, Amathites, and the Aradians,.were not yet regularly disposed o 

'

Irw 

 
' 24. But now was Joshua hindered by his age from excetitin 
,  hat he intended to do (as did those that succeeded him in'th 

,  government, take little care. of what was for the advantage of th 
t• - public) ;.so he gave it in charge to every tribe, to • leave no r 

mainder of the race of the CanatmiteS in the land that had bee 
&divided to them by lot; that Moses had assured them before  • 
rhand,  and they might rest fully satisfied about it, that their ow 
• security and their observatiun of their own laws depended wholl 

upon it. Moreover, he enjoined them to give thirty-eight citie 
to the Levites, for they had already reMived ten in the coat& 
of the Amorites; and three of these he assigned to those that fled - 

. .  from the man-slayers, who were to inhabit -there.; for he wac lo
o 
 

...  very solicitous that nothing should be neglected which Moses had 
ordained. These cities were of the tribe of Judah,'Hebron ; of 
that of Ephraim, Shechem; and of that  of Naphthali, Cades 
which is a place of the upper Galilee. He also distributed amun 
them the rest of  the prey not yet distributed, which was vet); 
great; whereby they had an affluence of great riches, both all in 
general, and every one in particular; and this of gold and  of 
vestments, and of other furniture, besides a multitude of cat le 
whose number could not be told. 	s 

'5. After this was over, he gathered the army together'io 
congregation; and spoke thus to those tribes that had their settle- 
ment in tht. land  of theA avoritc.s beyond Jordan; for fifty-thousand 

v 2. 	, 
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them had armed themselves, and had gone to the war along %yids 
them : " Since that God, who is the Father and Lord of the 
" Hebrew nation, has now given us this land' for a possession, 
" and promised to preserve us in the enjoyment of it as our own 
" for ever; and since you have with alacrity offered yourselves 
‘c to assist us when we wanted that assistance on all occasions, 
" according to his command; it is but just, now all of difficulties 
" arc over, that you should be permitted to enjoy rest, and that 
64  we should trespass on your alacrity to help us no longer ; that 
" so, if we should again stand in need of it, we may readily have 
" it on any future, emergency, and not tire you out so much now 
" as ;way make you slOwer in assisting us another time. We 

therefore return you our thanks for the dangers you have un-
" dergone with us, and we  do  it not at this time only, but we 
"shall always be thus disposed; and be so good as to remember 
" our friends, and to preserve in mind what advantage we have 
" had from them; and how you have. put off the enjoyments of 
" your own happiness for our sakes, and have laboured for what 
" we have now, by the good, will of God, obtained, and resolved 
" not to enjoy your own 'prosperity till you had offered us that 
" assistance. However, you have, by joining your labour with 
" ours, gotten great plenty of riches, and will carry home with 
"'you much prey, with gold and silver, and, what is more than 
" all these, our good-will towards you, and a mind willingly dis-
" posed to make a requital of your kindneSs to us, in what case 
" soe% er you shall desire it, for you have not omitted any thing 
" which Moses beforehand required of you, nor have you de-
" spised him because•he was dead and gone from you, so that 
" there is nothing to diminish that gratitude which we owe to 
" you. We therefore dismiss you joyful to your own inherit-
" ances ; .and we entreat you to suppose,. that there is no limit 
"to be set to the intimate relation that is between us; and 
" that you trill not imagine, bee.inse this river is interposed 
" between us, that you • are of a different race from us, and 
44  not Hebrews; for we are all the posterity of Abraham, both 
" we that inhabit here, and you that inhabit there ; and it 

is the same God that brought our forefathers and yours into 
the,  world, whose worship and form of government we are 
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" to take care of, which•he has ordained, and are most carefully 
"to observe; because, while you continue in those laws, God 
" Will also show himself merciful and assisting to you; but if 
" you imitate the other nations, and forsake those laws, he will 
" reject your nation." When Joshua had spoken thus, and sa-* 
luted them all, both those in authority one by one, and the whole 
multitude in common, he himself staid where he was, but the 
people conducted those tribes on their journey, and that not 
without tears in their eyes; and indeed they hardly knew how to 
part one from the other. 

26. Now when the tribe - of Rettbel, and that of Gad, and as 
many of the Manassites as followed them, were passed over the 
river, they built an altar on the banks of Jordan, as a monu-
ment to posterity, and a sign of their relation to those that should 
inhabit on the other side. But when those on the other side 
heard that those. who had,  been dismissed had built an altar, 
but did not hear with what intention theysbuilt it, but supposed 
it to be by way of innovation, and for the introduction of 
strange gods, they did not incline to disbelieve it ; but thinking 
this defamatory report, as if it were built for divine worship, 
was credible, they appeared in arms, as though they would 
avenge themselves on those that built the altar : and they were 
about to pass over the river, and to punish them for their sub-
version of the laws of their country; for they did not think it 
fit to regard them on account of their kindred, or the dignity 
of those that had given the occasion, but to regard the will of 
God, and the manner wherein he desired to be worshipped; so • 
these men put themselves in array for war: but Joshua, and 
Eleazar the high-priest, and the senate, restrained them ; and 
persuaded them first to make trial by .woyds of their itpe 
and afterwards, if they found that their intention was evil, then 
ot tly to proceed to make war upon them. Accordit0e, they 
sent us ambassadors to them Phineas, the son of Eletiar, and 
ten more persons that were in esteem among the liei; 	to 
learn of thetn what was in their mind, when, upon I, 	vcr 
the river, they had built an altar upon its banks. lie( as :non 
as these ambaltstulum were passed over, and were come to them, 
and •a congregation was assembled, Phineas stood up and said, 
that ,c the .  offence they had been guilty of was of too heinous a 
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" nature to be punished by words alone, or by them only to be 
" amended for the future; yet that they did not so look at the 
"  heinousness of their transgressions as to have'recourse to arms, 
" and to a battle for their punishment immediately; but that, 

.  44  on account of their kihdred, and the probability there was that 
" they might be reclaimed, they took this method of sending an 
".ambassage to them, that when we have .learned thl true reasons 
" by. which you have been moved to build this altar, we may 
" neither seem to have been too iash in assaulting you by our 

1.  

'" weapons of war, if it prove that you made the altarfor justifi- 
able reasons, and may then justly punish you if the accusation 

114  prove true : for we can hardly suppose that you; who have 
!'" been acquainted with. the will of God, and have been hearers of 
" those laws which he himself bath given us, now you are sepa-
" 

 

' rated from. us, and gOne to the patrimony of yours, which .i 
" you, through the grace of God, and that providence he exer-
".eises over you, have obtained by lot, can forget him, and can 
" leave that ark, and that altar which is peculiar to us, and can 
" introduce strange gods, .and imitate the wicked practices of 
" the Canaanites. Now this will appear to have been a small .  
" crime if you repent now, and proceed no farther in your mad- 

,, " ness, but pay a due reverence to, and k'cp in mind, the laws 
v" of your country; but if you persist in your sins, we will not 

grudge our pains to preserve our• laws, but we will pass over 
• " Jordan and d:.!fend them, and defend God also, and shall esteem 

" of you as of men no way differing from the Canaanites; but 
" shall _destroy you in the like trimmer as we destroyed them ;-
"" for do not you imtgine, that because you are got over the 
" river, you are got °At of the reach of God's power ; you are 
li,  every where in places that belong to him, and impossible it is 
f'  to, over-run his jy\ er, and the punishment he will bring on 
“ men thereby: but f 3-on think that your settlement here will 
" be any nbStrtUflion  to 7,our conversion to what is !rood, nothing 

1"  

0 ..ct need hinder u'ann dividing the bind anew, and leaving this 
."  old laud to he for the feeding of sheep; but you will do well 

4  to return to vour duty, and to ;cave off these new crimes: add 
.," we beseech 'on by your children, and ‘,ives, not to force us to 
! punish you. l'Itl:e, therefore, such inca!,ures in this assembly, 
''' as supposing that your own safety, and the safety of those that 
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cc arc dearest to you, is therein concerned; and believe that it is 
44  better for you to be conquered by words, than to continuo in 
cc your purpose, and to experience deeds and  War therefon2." 

27. When Phineas had discoursed thus, the governors of the 
assembly, and the whole multitude, began to make an apology 
fur themselves, concerning what thee were accusal of; and they 
said " that they neither would depart front the relation they 
" bare to them, nor had they built the altar by wav o inuoya-
" tion; that they owned one and die stunt! common God with 
" all the liebrews, and that brazen altar which vas More the 
" tabernacle, on which they would ofilm their sacrifice.: that as 
" to the altar they had raised, on account of IN hich t'acv wore 
" thus suspected, it was not built for worship, hat that it might 
" be a sign and a monument for our relation to you for ever, 
4"  and necessary caution to us to act wisely, and to continuo in 
" the laws of our country; but not a handle for transgressing 
" them, as you suspect: and let God he our authentic WIMCF,S, 
" that this was the occasion of our building this altar: whence 
44  we beg you twill have  a better opinion of u?s, and do not 1111* 
" pate such a thing to us as.would render any of the posterity of 

• " Abraham well worthy of perdition, in case they attempt to 
" bring in new rites, and such as are different from our usual 

practices." - 
_'S. When they had made this answer;'and Phincas had com-

mended them for it, he came to Joshua and explained before 
the people what answer they ha,d received. 7.`..`my Joshua was glad 
that he was under no necessity of setting their in array, or of 
leading them to shed blood, mid make war against men of their 
own kindred ; and accordingly he offered sac! ifices of thanks-
giving to God for the same : so Joshua after that ;Iis..olved this 
.great assenthly of the people, and sent teat t+ 

WLile he Idinself lived in Sheehem. i'Att in the twen- 
tieth year after this, when he was wily )ill, 	fur t!tow of 
the greatest dignity ill the several cities, with those in authority, 
and the senate, and :is many of the common 1); ogle as could be 
prerent; and when they were come, he put them in mind of all 

benefits Goil had bestowed on them, which could not but be 
a great many, since froat a low estate they were advanced to so 
great a dogree of glory and plenty: aud exhorted them to take 
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notice of the intentions of God, which had been so gracious to-
wards them; and told them, that the Deity would continue their 
friend by nothing else but their piety; 'and that it was proper for 
him, now he was about to depart out of this life, to leave such 
an admonition to them, and he desired that they would keep in 
memory this his exhortation to them. 

i'v 

 '29 .- So Joshua, when he had thus discoursed to them, died 
aving lived a .hundred and ten years; forty of which he lived 
ith Moses, in order to learn what might be for his advantage 

• afterwards. He also became their commander after his death 

1  - or twenty-five years. He was a man that wanted not wisdom, 
or eloquence, to declare his intentions to the people, but very 
minent on both accounts. He was of great courage and mag-

nanimity, in action and in dangers, and very sagacious in pro-
curing the peace of the people, and of great virtue at all proper 
seasons. He was butiedin the city of Timnah, of the tribe of 
Ephraim. About the same time died Eleazar the high-priest, 
leaving the high-priesthood to his son Phineas. His monument 
also, and sepulchre, are in the city of Gabatha*. 

CHAPTER 

"7.1<ne, _after the death of Joshua their commander, the Israelites 
transgressed the laws of their country, and experienced great 
afflictions.; and when there was a sedition arisen, the tribe 
qf Be t jamin was destroyed, excepting only six hundred 'Men. 

§ 1. AFTER the death of Josh m and Eleazar, Phineas pro- 

>ESince not only Procopitts and Sttidas, hut an earlier author, Moses Choreneusis, 
. •  .2, sn, and perhaps front his original author Mariba Latina, one as old as•Alexan-
der the Great, acts down the fankkis inscription at Tangier concerning the old Canaan-
ites driven out of Palestine hy-JoAtia, take it here in that author's own words: " %Ve 
" are thaw exiles that it.rintgovernorf, of the Canaanite:, but have been driven away by 
" 	the rohher, and are come to inhabit hete." See the note there. Nor is it 
totwolthy of our ilj:ice what Moses Chorenensis adds, I). 53. and  this upon a diligent 
examination, viz. that 44  one of dime eminent men amon:27 the Canaattio-.s came at the 
" same time into .:\ianenia, and founded the Genthuniau family, or tribe; and that this 
44 nas votifirMed by the !tanners of the same family, or tribe, as being like these at' rite 

=A-  " Ctulaani. e.!-." 	• 	1.10 
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phesied*, that according to God's will they should commit the 
government to the tribe of Judah, and that this tribe should de-
stroy the race of the Canaan ites, for then the people were con-
cerned to learn what was the will of God. They also took to 
their assistance the tribe of Simeon, but upon this condition, 
that when those that had been tributary to the tribe of Judah 
should be slain, they should do the like for the tribe of Simeon. 

2. But the affairs of the Canaanites were at this time in a 
nourishing condition, and they expected the Israelites with a 
great army at the city Bezek, having put the government into 
the hands of Adonibezek, which name denotesthe lord of Be-
.zek, for Adoni in the Hebrew tongue is called Lord. Now 
they hoped to have been too hard for the Israelites, because Jo-
shua was dead : but when the Israelites had joined battle with 
them, I mean the two tribes before mentioned, they fought glo-
riously, and slew above ten thousand of them, and put the rest 
to flight; and in the pursuit they took Adonibezek, who, when 
his fingers and toes were cut off by them, said, " Nay, indeed, 
" I was not always to lie concealed from God, as I find by what 
" I now endure, while I have not been ashamed to do the same 
" to seventy-two kingst." So they carried him alive as far as 

* By prophesying, when spoken of a high-priest, Josephus, both here and fre-
quently elsewhere, means no more than consulting God by Urim, uhich the reader is 
still to hear in mind upon all occasions. And if St. Jtfnn, who was contemporary witk 
Josephua, and of the same country, made use of his style, when he says, that 6,  Cali-
" phas being high-priest that year, prophesied that Jesus should die for that nation, 
" and nut for that nation only, but that also he should gather together in one the child-
" ren of Cod that were scattered abroad," xi. 51, 52. he may possibly mean, that this 
was revealed to the high-priest by an extraordinary voice from between the cherubims, 
when he had his breast-plate, or Urim and Thurrimim, on, before; or in the most holy 
place of the temple, which was no °the than the oracle of Urim and Thummim. Of 
which above in the note on Antiq. B. III. chap. viii. § 0. 
t This great nutnber of seventy-two reguli, or small kings, over whom Adonihelek , 

had tyrannised, and for which he was punished according to the ler 	as well as 
the thirty-one kings of Canaan subdued by Joshua, and named in one chapter, Josh. xii. 
and thirty-two kinks, or royal auxiliaries to Benhadad king of Syria, t Kings, sex. 1. 
Antiq. B. VIII. Jr. xir. § 1. intinsste to us what was the ancient form of gorenunent 
among several nations before the monarchies began, viz. that every city or large town, 
with its neighbouring villages, was a distinct government by itself; whirls is the more 
remarkable, because this ar ts certaint, the form of ecclesiastical government that was 
settl(t1 by the apo,tles, and preserved throughout the Christian church in the first ages 
of Christianity. Mr, Addison is of opinion that " it tiould certainly be for the good of 
" ruatikind to have all the mi:;lity empires and monarchies of the world eautoned out into 
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perusal=  ; and when he was dead, they buried him in the earth, 
nd Went on still in taking the.cities7: and when they had taken 
he greatest part of them, they besieged Jerusalem; and when; 

they hail taken the lower city, which was not under a considera-
le time, they flew all the inhabitants; but the upper city was 
of to be taken without great difficulty, through the strength of 

'ts walls, and the nature of the place. 
0 3. For tyhich reason .they removed their camp to Hebron; 
)  nd when they had ti'ken it, they slew all the inhabitants. 

here were till then left the race of giants, who had bodies sO 
rave, and countenances so entirely different from other men, 

hat they were surpriSing to the sight, and terrible to the hearing. 
te.bones of these men are still shown to this very day, unlike 
any credible relations of other men. Now they gave this city 

o the ',elites as an extraordinary reward, with the suburbs of two 
housand cities; but the land thereto belonging they gave as a 

free gift to Caleb, according to the injunctions of Moses : this 
Caleb was one of the spies which Moses sent into the land of 
Canaan. They also gave land for habitation to the posterity of  , 
:Jethro, the Midianite, who was the father-in-law to Moses; for 

'  .  they had left their  own country, and followed them, and acc 
allied them in the wilderness. 	

-. 

,,.  4. Now the tribes of Judah and Simeon took the cities ly'llielt 
ere in the mountainous part of Canaan, as also Askelon and 
•shdod, of those that lay near the sea; but Gaza and Ekron 

- escaped them, for they, lying in a flat country, and having a 
',.  cat number of chariots, sorely galled tkose that attacked 

oil 

 
In : so these tribes, when they were grown very rich by this 

tty statrA  ani l'aincip.ales,  that, like so immy large fonilies, might lie under the 
observation of qiiiipop.1 :;?,cr.tors, -  so that. lhe eau• of the prince might extend it-
self to evell alPitmd p:::' au Mder his prwetion; though he despairs of such a 

4  C (shone beitillki,ugi, t  ,tlalt, and thins that if it %%ere it would quiedly he destroy- 
s e,t.-  UVIV41 on b dy, 4t.,.  p. 131. Nor  is  it Unfit  to  be  observed here, that the 

vii,e;,•01,  nhoh,  ,1„,,,,li Ow:: give us tile hi..tory of thirty-nine of their ;inciente5t 
heroes,  oritICI'"Gr't  afiOr th,• . tlood, heron. 'the day.; 'of Sa;danapaluc, had no pr..p.r 

...king tit; the 10tIti. Pto'insil',''.!iyo :Owes Chorene»sis,p. 55. An . that ,kltnighty Cod 
c.t. not an Illit,  01-0;;Lich pbs,)Inic aid tyrannic;,1 montircbi.s, any one may learn that 

rr;x14  Dent. xvfl. 1:4-,-ego, at,d 1 Sant. viii. 1—,.,..2.; although, if such king., art. set up as 

, 	. t .154n him f'vr their Pupil. mc king, aA governaim. to  govern according to  his I. ',us, he Lath ad- 
Ittcd cif them, and  pr9temd  theta,  and their •Iih,jr:cts, in ail generations. 

ral 
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war, retired to their own cities, and laid aside their weapons of 
war. 

5. But the Benjamites, to whom belonged Jerusalem, per-
mitted its inhabitants to pay tribute. So they all left off, the one 
to kill, and the other to expose themselves to danger, and had 
time to cultivate the, ground. The rest of the tribes imitated 
that of Benjamin, and did the same; and, contenting themselves 
with the tributes that were paid them, permitted the Canaanites 
to live in peace. 

G. 1iowever, the tribe of Ephraim, when they besieged Bethel, 
made no advance, nor performed any t14,4-ig worthy of the time 
they spent, and of the painS they took about that siege; yet did 
they persist in it, still sitting down before the city, though they 
endured great trouble thereby: but after some time, they caught 
one of the citizens that came to theni to gbet neecssa*s, and they 
gave him some assurances, that if he would deliver up the city to 
them they would preserve him and his kindred ; so he swore, that 
upon those terms he would put the city into their hands. Ac-
cordingly he that thus betrayed the city was preserved, with his 
faMily; and the Israelites slew all the inhabitants, and retained 
the city for themselves. 

7. After this, the Israelites grew effeminate as to fighting any 
more against their enemies, but applied themselves to the culti-
vation of the land, which produeing4hem great plenty and 
riches, they neglected the regular disposition of their scttlenient, 
and indulged themselves in luxury and pleasures; nor were they 
any longer careful to hear the laws that belonged to their poli-
tical government: whereupon God WaS proVol:ed to anger, and 
put them in mind, first, low,eontrary to his directions, they had 
spared.  the Cananitcs, and, after that, how those Canaanites, as 
opportunity served, used them very tarbaronsly. But .the 
Israelites, though they were in heaviness at these admonitions 
from God, 'yet were they still very unwilling to go to war; and 
since they got large trihnes from the Camanites, and were in-
disposed for taking pa;ns by th.‘ir luxury, they suffered their 
aristocracy to lie corrupted also, and did not ordainathemselves 
a senate, nor any other such naltistrates as their. laws had 
formerly required, but they were very much given to cultiva-
ting their fittds, in order to get wealth ; which great indolence 
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of theirs brought a terrible sedition upon them, and they pro-
ceeded so far as to fight one agaiust another, from the following 
occasion. 	 • 

S. Ther' was a Letiiite, a man of a vulgar tinnily, that be 
longed to the tribe of Ephraim, and dwelt therein; this man 
married a wife from Bethlehem, which is a place belonging to the 
tribe of Judah. Now he was very fond of his wit.* and over 
come with her beauty: but he was unhappy in this, that he did 
not meet with the like return of affection faun her, for she was" 
averse to him, which did more inflame his passion for her, so 
that they quarrelled otte with another perpetually; and at last 
the woman was so disgusted at these quarrels, that she left her 
hushand, and went to her patents in the fourth month. The 
husband being very uneasy at I 	her departure, and that out of 
his fondness for hsr, catuc to his titther and 1w:titer-in-law, and 
rnade up their quarrels, and was reconciled to her, and lived with 
them there four days, as being kindly treated by her parents. 
On the fifth day he resolved to go home;  and went away in the 
evening; for his wire's patents were loth to part with their 
daughter, and delayed the time till the day was gone. Now they 
had one servant that followed them, and an ass on which the 
woman rode; and when they were near Jerusalem, having gone 
already thirty furlongs, the servant advised them to take up their 
lodgings somewhere, lest some misfortune should befal them if 
they travelled in the night, especially since they were not far off 
enemies, that season often giving reason for suspicion of dangers 
from even such as arc friends ; but the husband was not 'rimed 
with this advice, nor was he willing to take up his lodging 
among. strangers, for the city belonged to the Canaanitcs, but 
desired rather to go twe:it) Itit longs ftuther, and so to take their  A 

lodgings in some Israelite city. Accordingly he obtained his 
purpose, and cane to (Ilicalt, a city of the tribe of Benjamin, 
when it was just dark: and while no one that lived in the mar- 

* Jostihns', early (Ivor the, bixtort.f ,et:  the beginning of the judges, or when 
there 	At; 	Judges, xix. 	b.: stronglyconfutuecl by tbe luge number of 
lienjamites, both in the  day&  of Asa and Jeho,baphat, 2 Chron. xiv. s, and ro.i. 17. who 
ye., welt here reduced to six hundred turn:. nor an those numbers be at ;di supposed 
genuine, if they were reduced so late as the end 9f the judges, where our other copies 
place this. rectitctiou. 
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ket-place invited him to lodge with .him, there came an old 
man out of the field, one that was indeed of the tribe of Ephraim, 
but resided in Gibeah,.and met him, and asi:ed him, who he was, 
and for what reason he 'came thither so late, and why he Was 
looking out for provisions for supper when it was dark. To 
which he replied, that he was a Levite, and was bringing his 
wife from her parents, and was going home, but he told him his 
habitation was in the tribe of Ephraim: so the old man, as - well 
because' of their kindred, as because they lived in the same tribe, 
and also because they had thus accidentally met together, took 
him in to lodge with him. Now certain young men of the in-
habitants of Gibeah, having seen the woman in the - market-
place, and admiring her beauty, when they understood that .she 
lodged with the old man, came to the doors, as contemning the 
weakness and fewness of the old man's family; and when the.old 
man desired them to go away, and not to offer any violence or 
abuse there, they desired him to yield them up the. strange 
woman, and then he should have no harm done to him : and 
when the old man alleged that the Levite was of his kindred, and 
that they would be guilty of horrid wickedness if they suffered 
themselves to be overcome by their pleasuees, and so offend 
against their laws, they despised his righteous admonition, and 
laughed him to scorn. They also threatened to kill him if 
he became an obstacle to their inclinatiewis ; whereupon, when 
he found himself in great distress, and yet was not willing 'to 
overlook his guests, and see them abused, he produced his own 
daughter to them ; and told them, that it was a smidler breach of 
the law to satisfy their lust upon her, than to abuse ,  his guests, 
supposing that he himself should by this means prevent aiiv in-
jury to be done to those guests. When they  no way abated of 
their earnestness for the strange woman, but insisted absolutely 
on their desires to have her,. he entreated them not to perpetrate 
any such act of injustice; but they proceeded to take her away 
by force, and indulging still mere the violence  of their inclina-
tions, they wok the woman away to their house, and when they 
had satisfied their lust upon her the whole  night, they  let her .go 
about day-break. So  she came to the place Nvhcie  she had been 
entcrtained, under great affliction at ‘rkt had happened; and 
Was very sorrowful upon occasion of what 'Ole had  suffered, and 
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durst not look her husband in the face for shame, for she con- I 
_eluded that be would never..forgive her for what she had done;,  11  
so she fell down; and gave up the ghost: but' her husband sup- .1 
posed that his wife was only fast asleep, and, thinking nothing of I 
a more melancholy nature had happened, endeavoured to raise . ," 
her up, resolving to speak comfortably to her, since she did not : 
voluntarily expose herself  to these men's lust, 'bit was forced.. 
away to their house; hut as soon as he perceived she was dead,.,;  
be acted as prudently as the greatness of his misfortunes would 
admit, and laid his dead wife upon the beast, and carried her .. 
home; and cutting her limb by limb into twelve pieces, he' 
sent them to every tribe, and gave it in charge to those that 
carried them, to inform the tribes of those that were the causes  I 
of his wife's death, and of the violence they had offered to her. 

9. Upon this the people were grcatly.disturhed at what they .. 
saw, and at what they heard, as never having had the expe-
rience of such a thing before: so they gathered themselves to 
Shiloh, out of a prodigious and a just anger, arid assembling in 
a great congregation before the tabernacle, they immediately re-
solved to take arms, and to treat the inhabitants of Gibeah as 
enemies; but the senate -restrained them from doing so, and 
persuaded them, that they ought not so hastily to make war upon '1 
people of the same nation, with them, before they discoursed 1 
them by words concerning the accusation laid against them ; it 
being part of their law, that they, should, not bring an .army 
against foreigners themselves, when they appear to have been 1 
injurious, without sending an ambassage.first, and trying there-, 
by whether they will repent or.  not : and accordingly they,ex-. 1  '1 
ported them to do what they (night to 'do in obedience to their 
laws, that is, to send to the inhabitants of Giheah, to know 

.., whether they would deliver tip•the offenders., to them, and,. if 
they deliver them up, to rest satisfied wiih the punishment of 1 
those offenders1 but if they despised the message that was sent  4 

them, to puniFi them, by taking up arms against them. Ac- 1 
cordingly they sent :to the inhabitants of Gibeali, and accused 1 
the young- ment4 the crimes committed in the affair of the Le- '' 
vite's wife, and required of them those that had done what was 
contrary to the lain, -that they Might be ',twilled, as having 
just!' deserved to die for what they had done; but the inhabit- 
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ants of Gibeah would not deliver up the young men, and thought 
it too reproachful to them, out of fear of war, to submit to other 
men's demands upon them ; vaunting themselves to be no way 
inferior to any in war; neither in their number nor in courage. 
The rest of their tribe were also making great preparation for 
war, for they were so insolently mad as also to resolve to repel 
force by force. 

10. When it was related to the Israelites what the inhabitants 
of Gibeah had resolved upon, they took their oath that no ane 
of them would give . his daughter in marriage to a Beujaolite, 
but make war with greater fury against them than we have 
learned our forefathers made war against the Canaanites; and 
sent out presently an army of four hundred thousand against 
them, while the Benjamites' army was twenty-five thousand and 
six hundred; five hundred of which were excellent at slinging 
stones -with their left hands, insomuch that when the battle was 
joined at Gibeah the Benjamites beat the Israelites, and of them 
there fell two thousand men ; and, probably more'had been de• 
stroyed had not the night come on and prevented it, and broken 
off the fight ; so the Benjamites returned to the city with joy, 
and the Israelites returned to their camp in a great fright at what 
had happened. On the next day, when they fought again, the 
Benjamites beat them, and eighteen thousand of the Israelites 
were slain, and the rest deserted their camp out of fear of a 

ob. 
greater slaughter. So they came to Bethelt-, a city that was 
near their camp, and fasted on the next day; and besought God 
by Phineas the high-priest, that his wrath against them might 
cease, and that he would be satisfied with these two defeats, and 
give them the victory and power over their. enemies. Ac-
cordingly God promised them,so 'to do, by the prophesying of 
Phineas. 

11. When therefore they had divided the army into two part:, 
they laid the one half of them in ambush about the city (;ilicals 
by night, while the other half attacked the Benjamites, who re- 

* 3oscplts stems hem to Lec Inarle a ;1111111 mi 	alt:m h.. tool the Ilehre* 
word 	 the 	(;.o.,' 	the  mhertete1e, 	xx. 18. fin 
time lat'pe.A. name of a phe.e 	1t nu w.,)- 	that the ;:,1),,t.tenclo wte: stir la 

Bethel; nab so fir it is alto, hot 17.0.111olt, the t l r.t''1 	 i" '!'' '11Y")(  the  
JIttl,4e40  wp' net fir from 13( 
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tiring upon the assault, the Benjamites pursued them, while the 
Hebrews retired by slow degrees, as very desirous to draw them 
entirely from the city; and the other followed them as they re-
tired, till both the old men and young men that were left in the 
city, as too weak to fight, came running out together with 
them, as willing to bring their enemies under. However, when 
they were a great way from the city, the Hebrews ran away no 
longer, but turned back to fight them, and lifted tip the signal 
they had agreed on to'those that lay in ambush, who rose up, 
and with a great. noise fell upon the enemy. Now, as soon as 
ever they perceived themselves to he deceived, they knew not 
what to do; and when they were driven into. a certain hollow 
place which was in a valley, they were shot at. by those that en-
compassed theM, till they were all destroyed, Qxcepting six hun-
dred, which formed themselves into a close body of men, and 
forced their passage through the midst of their enclitics, and fled 
to the neighbouring mountains, and, seizing, upon them, re-
mained there; but the rest of them, being about twenty-five 
thousand, were slain. Then did the Israelites burn Gibeah, 
and slew the women, and the males that were under age; and 
did the same also to-the other cities  of the. Benjamites. And, 
indeed, they were enraged to that degree, that they sent twelve 
thousand men out of the army, and gave them orders to destroy 
Jabesh Gilead, because it did not join with them in fighting 
against the Benjamites. Accordingly, those that were sent 
slew the men of war, with their children and wives, excepting 
four 'Mildred virgins. To such a degree had they proceeded in 
their anger, because they not only had the suffering of the 
Levite's wife to avenge, but the slaughter of .their own soldiers. 

12: However, they afterward were sorry for the calamity they 
bad brought upon the Benjamites, and appointed a fast on that 
account, although they 'Slipposed thwe men had :uffered justly 
for their #ffen c e against the laws; so they recalled by their am-
bassm • those sip hundri•d which had ese4cd. These had e

m  Aeatp 	eselves on a certain rack called Rm imon, which was d 
 

in.the wihh•rness. ' So the amli.i,,,;-,Alors Ltnicnted not only the 
disaster that had . befallen.the Ilenjami:,1-, but themselves also, 
by this destruction of their kint.ked ; nod persuaded them to take 
it patiently,. and to come and unite 1,Nith them, .and not, so far 
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asin them lay, to give their suffrage to the utter destruction of 
the tribe of Benjamin ; and said to them, " We give you leave 
" to take the whole land of Benjamin to your:elves, and as much 
" prey as yqu are able to curry away with you." So these men 
With sorrow •confessed, that what had been dune was according 
to the decree of God, and had happened for their own wicked-
ness, and assented to those that invited theta, and cane down 
10 their own tido'. The Israelites also gave them the four bun-

, tired vit'4ins of Jaitedi Gilead for NViVt'S; hut as to the remaining' 
two hundred, they deliberated about it how they might compass 
, 
'‘. : I VeS enough 1;)r them, and that they tai:,ht have children by 

j.  1.11Yin ; and whereas thee hall, before the war began, taken an 
()alit, that no one would glee his tlaughter to wile to a Benjam • 
Ite, sonic advised them to,have no r(Tiud to what they 11:01 
''worn, because the oath had not becn taken advisedly and in- 

' dieiouslv, bat itt a passion, and thought that they should do 
llothing against God, it they were able to save a whole trill.. 
Which was in dattg..r of perishing; and that perjury Iva, then J 

i  (lad and dangerous thing, not when it is done out of to 	, itv. 
but when it is done V. idyl:wicked int, ntion. But when the 
Lenate were afirighted at the rely name of perjury, a cert.ii!: 
per,ou told them, that he could show them a 1...ay tyhereby they 
tuight procure the Benjamite,5 wives ...n, ,t :hl, :tad ,:et ke.p ti...eir 
' ,ail). They asked hint vyhat his propa:al ...'•. Ile said, " that 

three times in a )car when we meet in ..,l,,l, It, our v. ivus and 
our daughters aecompiny us: lit then the lkojaatites be :,;- .., 

' lowed to steal away, and marry, such women a., they rut 
rc catch, while we will neither incite thtru nor forbid them; and 
`' when their parents take it ill, and'Alesite us to inflict pitni,h-
`' meat upon them, we will teli theta, that they were them•-el,•, ; 
" the cause of what had happened, by mHeeting to guard their 
" daughtere, and that. they ought not '.o he over-angry at the 
" Beni:lathes, since that anger was permitted to Ike too 1,1 .: 11 
" It h•c;it iv." So abet 1,raclites were perqtaded to follow this oil 
vice, and decreed, tint the Benjamin.; should be all.••.oert oi ,, 
10 steal themselves lyiyes. 	So when the fe,tiv;i t 1\.t. (.,,,„;„ 

on, these two hundred Reniarnites lav in ambush before d ,  • 
I 'Y two and three. together,  and waited for the conning.  of the %it... 
'.(in, in the vineyards and other places where. they could lie colt- 

,-.,1  , I. 	 i 
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cealed. Accordingly the virgins came along playing, and sus-
pected nothing of what was coming upon them, and walked 
after an unguarded manner, so those that lay scattered in the 
road rose up, and caught hold of them : by this means these 
Benjamites got them wives, and fell to agriculture, and took 
good care to recover their former happy state. And thus was 
this tribe of the Benjamites, after they had been in danger of 
entirely perishing, saved in the manner fore-mentiined, by the 
wisdom of the Israelites: and accordingly it presently flourished, 
and soon increased to be a multitude, and came to enjoy all 
other degrees of happiness. And such was the conclusion of 
this war. 

CHAPTER III. 

How the Israelites after this misfortune grew wicked, and serv-
ed the Assyrians; and how God delivered them by Othniel, 
who ruled over them forty years. 

§ 1. NOW it happened, that the tribe of Dan suffered in like 
manner with the tribe of Benjamin ; and it came to do so on 
the occasion following: When the Israelites had already left off 
the exercise of their arms fur war, and were intent upon their 
husbandry, the Canaanitcs despised them, and brought together 
an army, not because they expected to suffer by them, but be-
cause they had a mind to have a sure prospect of treating the 
Hebrews ill when they pleased, and might thereby for the time 
to come dwell in their own cities the more securely; they pre-
pared therefore their chariots, mid gathered their soldiery toge-
ther, their cities also combined together, and drew over to them 
Asketwand Ekron, which were within the tribe of Judah, and 
manOtore of there that lay in the plain. They also forced the 
Da 	s to fly into the mountainous country, and left them not 

1st portion of the plain country to set their trot on. Since 
n these Danitcs were not able to light them, and had not land 

enough to sustain them, they sent five of their men into the 
midland country to see for aland to which they might remove 
their habitation. Su these men went as far as the ncighbeuthood 
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•of mount Libanus, and the fountains of the lesser Jordan, at the 
great plain of Sidon, a day's journey from the city ; and when 

I

,  they had taken a view of the land, and found it to be good and 
, exceeding fruitful, they acquainted their tribe with it, where-

upon they made an expedition with the army, and built there 
, the city Dan, of the same name with the son of Jacob, and of 
. the same name with their own tribe. 
, 	'2. The Israelites grew so indolent, and unready of t:king 

. 

	

	pains, that misfortunes came heavier upon them, which also 
proceeded in part from their contempt of the divine worship; 1  for when they had once fallen off from the regularity Of their 
political government, they indulged themselves farther in living 

, according to their own pleasure, and according to their own will, 

II..  till they were full of the evil doings that were common among 
the Canaanites. Gad therefore was angry with them, and they 
lost that their happy state which they had obtained by innumer-
able labours, by their luxury: for when Chushan, king of the 
Assyrians, liad made war against them, they lost many of their 

0'. 
 soldiers in the battle, and when they were besieged, they were 

'  taken by force; nay, there were some, who, out of fear, volun- 

1 

 tarily   submitted to him, and though the tribute laid upon them 
1, was more than they could bear, yet did they pay it,. and under-

went all sort - of oppression for ' eight years; after ,which time 
they were freed from them in the follow:iv; manner. 

3. There was one whose name was Othniel, the son of Ke-
,.  naz, of the tribe of Judah, an active man and of great courage. 

He had nun dmonition from God, not to overl00% the Israelites in 
such a distress as they were now in, but to endeavour boldly to 
gain them their liberty; so when lt,.:,  had procurA .F.D11W to tv.:1,t 
him in this dangerous undertaking, (and few they were, %vlir, .. 

..,  either out of sh:ime at their'present eireurns::.1x,, or i lit of a 

01 
 desire of changint; them, could be prevailed on to :1,"st 1'r::, 

.  ..  he first of all destroyed that garrison which Cho'h in had set 
—  over them; but when it was perceived that he kid tr.)t tidied in 

I'  

his first attempt, more of .the people came to his .i.sistanee ; so 
;they joined battle with the Assyrians, and. drove them entirely 
;13c:fore them, and compelled them to r:us over I.opiit-1.es. 

-  Hereupon Othniel. who had given such proofs of his valo.:r, 
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eceived from the multitude authority to judge the people: an 
-hen he had ruled over them forty years, he died. 

• 

CIT.111TER 11/. 

ow our people steed tlw Aloabiles eighteen yearr$ and were 
. awn delivered from slavery by one Eland, who retained the 
cluininitm eighty years. 

,.§ j. W 11EN Othniel was dead, the affairs of the Israelites fell 

1013  gain into disorder : and while they neither paid to God the h 
nom due to him, nor were obedient to the law, their afflictions 

I
,.. 

t

ncreased, till Eglon king of the Moabites did so greatly de-
pise them on account of the disorders of their political govern 
nent, that he made war upon them, and overcame them in s 
veral battles, and made the most courageous to submit, and e 
tircly subdued their army, and ordered them to pay him tribut 

.  And when he had built him a royal palace at .Jericho*, he omi 
I

)  

ted no method whereby he might distress them; and indeed he 
educed them to poverty for eighteen years. But when God 
ad once taken pity of the Israelites, on account oltheir Alio-
'ons, and  way: moved to compassion by their supplications put 
1.) to him, he freed them from the hard usage they bad me ., 

' 'with under the Moabites. This liberty lie procured them in ti 
following  InallIltr. 

2. There ‘N .t, a young man of the tribe of Benin 	, 
name was Eltud, the sou of Gent, a man of very great courage 
in bold . undertakings, and of a very strong body, fit for hard la-
bour, but best skilled in t.ing hk:left hand, in which was his 
whole strength ; and he. also dwelt at Jericho. Now this man 

1  f. h uppetirs Ly the :;:ttrri hit Iry, •TIlliic. i. lb. !ii. I:). that Egloo'n ptilvd 
',:thice wa, lit the t* of pahn-trees, us till place where Jelielio had stuud is called after 
s des..ructioll by .101,1iita;*r  that it, at or near the &nub  ,11,:d city. Ateonlitigly  .1(34.  

lit111.. It •) %  a 4.40.,  or either in iktt foie country of paint trees, upon, or near to, 
!kr •'4110: 1111)e: 	14 (01111d on which J eridno hod thriller!),  stood, mid  on Which it w.11 re-
billit l Mel, 1 piing , mi..tt. Our other eopis thlt a‘oid it; proper name deris.1 
,ii I ,t III it tit. city of imlra-trct.$ oi,I2,, ti •• )k Ilk i.. 111(A,  accurately' than Jo,v[hlet. 
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became familiar with Eglon, and that by means of presents, 
with 'which he obtained his favour, and insinuated himself into 
his good opinion, whereby he was also beloved of those that 
were about the. king. Now, when on a time he was bringing 
presents to the king, and had two servants with him, he put a 
.dagger on his right thigh secretly, and went in to him : it was 
then summer time, and the middle of the day, when the guards 
were not strictly on their watch, both because of the heat, and 
because they were gone to dinner. So the young man, when he 
bad offered his presents to the king, who thin resided in a small 
parlour that stood conveniently to avoid' the heat, fell into 
discourse with him, for they were now alone, the king having 
bid his servants that attended him to go their ways, because he 
had a mind to talk with Ehud. lie was now sitting on his 
throne; and fear seized Ehud lest he should miss his stroke and 
nut give him a deadly wound, so he raised himself up, and said 
hit had a dream to impart to him by the command of God; upon 
which the king leaped out of his throne for joy of the dream, so 
Ehud smote him to the heart, and leaving his dagger in his 
body, he went out and shut the door after him. Now the king's 
servants were very still, as supposing that the king had com-
posed himself to sleep. 

3. Hereupon Ehud informed the people of Jericho privately 
of what he had done, and eNhorted them' to recover their liberty, 
who heard him gladly, and went to their arms, and sent mes-
sengers over the country, that should sound trumpets of them. 
horns; fin' it was our custom to call the people together by  
Now the attendants of Eglon were ignorant of what misfortune 
had befallen him for a great while; but towards the evening, 
fearing some uncommon accident had happened, they entered 
into his parlour, and when they found him dead, they were in 
great disorder, and knew not what to do; and before the guards 
could be got together, the multitude of the Israelites came upon 
them, so that some of them were slain immediately, and some 
were put to flight, and ran away toward the country of Moab, 
in order to sivit themselves. Their number was above ten thou-
' lid. The Israelites seized upon the ford 'of Jordan, and pur-

sued them, and slew them, and many of them they killed at the 
ford, 1101 did one of them escape out of theft hands: and by thiL: 
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means it was that the Hebrews freed themselves from slavery, 
under the Muabites. Ehud also was on this account dignified 
with the government over all the multitude, and died after he 
had held the government eighty years*. He was a man worthy 
of commendation, even besides what he deserved for the fore-
mentioned act of his. After him Shamgar, the son of Anath, 
was elected for their governor, but died in the first tear of his 
government. 

CHAPTER V. 

How the Canaanites brought the Israelites under slavery for 
twenty years; after which they were delivered by Barak and. 
Deborah, who ruled over them for forty years. 

.$ 1.  AND  now it was that the Israelites, taking no warning by 
their former misfortunes to amend their manners, and neither 
worshipping God nor submitting to the laws, were brought under 
slavery by Jabin, the king of the Canaanites, and that before 
they had a short breathing-time after the slavery under the 
Moabites ; 'for this Jabin came out of Hazor, a city that was si-
tuate over the lake Semeehonitis, and had in pay three hundred 
thousand foot-men, and ten thousand horsemen, with no fewer 
than three thousand chariots. Sisera was the commander of all 
his army, and was the principal person in the king's favour. 
He so sorely beat the Israelites when they fought with him, 
that he ordered them to pay tribute. 

2. So they continued to undergo that hardship for twenty 
years, as not good enough of themselves to grow wise by their 
misfortunes. God was willing also hereby the more to subdue 

* These eighty years for the got ernmero of Ehud arc necessary to Josephus's usual 
htrce numbum between the exodus and the Intildmz of the temple, of fire hundred and 
nitivy-two or six hundred and twelve years, Litt not us the smallet4 number of four 
bundled and eighty year5 1 Kings, vi. 1. which les rr number Josephus seems some-
times to hate followed. And shire in the beginning of the next ehapter it is sai(1.11 
Ilonvplins, that there was haialy a breathing titer  for the Israelites before JAM 
and enslaved them, it is highly probablcr that some of the copies in hi. time had hen. 
n 	;61it %cars i totead (.1' eighty ; as had that of Theophilus of Antioch, Ad Autolye. 
L. 111. and thi,..,Itost probably from his copy of Josephus. 
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their obstinacy and ingratitude towards himself : so when 
length they were become penitent, and were so wise as to lear 
that their calamities arose from their contempt of the laws, the 
besought Deborah, a certain prophetess among them 011ie 
name in the Hebrew tongue signifies a Bee), to pray to God tO 
take pity on them, and not to overlook them, now they wet 
ruined by the Canaanites. So God granted them deliverance 
and chose them a general, Barak, one that was of the tribe 
Naphtali, (now Barak, in the Hebrew tongue, signifies i h 
ning). 

3. So Deborah sent for Barak, and bid him choose litm o 
ten thousand young men to go against the enemy, because God 
had said that that number was sufficient, and promised the 
victory. But when Barak said, that he would not be the gen 
ral, unless she would also go as a general with him, she had in 
dignation at what he said, and replied, " Thou, 0 Barak, de 
" Everest up meanly that authority which God bath given the 
" into the hand of a woman: I do not reject it." So they col, 
lected ten thousand men, and pitched their camp at moun 
Tabor, where, at the king's command, Siscra met them, and 
pitched his camp not far from the enemy ; whereupon the 
Israelites, and Barak himself, were so affrighted at the multi-
tude of those enemies, that they were resolved to march off, 
had not Deborah retained them, and commanded them to fight 
the enemy that very day, for that they should conquer them 
and God would be their assistance. 

4. So the battle began ; and when they were come to a clo 
fight, there came down from heaven a great storm, with a vast 
quantity of rain and•hail, and the'wind blew the rain in the face 

Liof the Canaanites, and so darkened their eyes, their arrows and 
slings were of no advantage to them, nor would the coldness of 
the air permit the soldiers to make use of their swords; while 
this storm did not so much incommode the Israelites, because it 
Caine in their backs. They also took such courage, npon th 
apprehension that God was assisting them, that they la upon 

••ll e very midst of their enemies, and slew a great number of  
iiii

i
ct  .un, so that some of thetn fell by the Israelites, some fell by 

' their own horses, which were put into disorder, and not a few 
were killed by their own chariots. \t hest Sisern, as goon at hp 

.41i 
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saw himself beaten, fled away, and came to a woman whose 
name was Jael, a Kenitc, whu.receired him, when he desired 
to be concealed ; and when he asked for sornewbat to drink, she 
gave him sour milk, of which he drank so untneasureably, that 
be fell asleep ; but when he was asleep, Jael took an iron nail, 
and drove it through his temples with a hammer into the 
floor : and when Barak came a little forward, she showed Sisera 
nailed to the ground. And thus was this victory g.tined by a 
woman, as Deborah had foretold. Barak also fought with 
'Tahiti at Hazor; and when be met with him, he slew him : 
and when the general was taller, Barak overthrew the city to the 
foundation, and was the commander of the Israelites for forty 
ytars. 

CHAPTER VI. 

Hate the Midionites ruid other nations 'Might against the Is-
raelites, and beat them, emel eftRicted their country far seven 
years. How they were delirered in, Cideim, who ruled over 
the maliitude,for seven year. 

§ 1. NOW when flarak and Deborah were dead, whose deaths 
happened about the same time, afterwards the Alidianices called 
the Amalekites and Arabians to.their assistance, and made war 
against the Israelites, and were too land for tho'ic that fought 
against them ; and when they had burnt the. fruits of the myth, 
they carried off the prey. Now when they had dune this for 
three years, the multitude of the Israelites retired to the moun-
tains, and forsook th'e plain country. They also made them-
selves hollows under ground, and caverns, and pre:ierved therein. 
whatsoever had escaped their enemies; for the Alidianites made 
expeditions in ItiftvHist-time, but permitted them to plough the 
laud in whttei4- fliat so, when the others had taken the pains, they 
miOlt lutt'Oiatits fur them to carry away. Indeed there ensued • a faunne, and a scarcity of food, upon ‘vhich they betook them.- 
selt-ts to their supplications to Cud, and besought him to sa'‘c 
them. 

Ciidoan also, the son of Jow,h, one of the principal persons 
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of the tribe of Manasseh, brought his sheaves of corn privately, 
and threshed them at the wine-press; for he was too fearful of 
their enemies, to thresh, them openly in the threshing-floor. At 
this time somewhat appeared to him in the shape of a young 
man, and told him, " that he was a happy man, and beloved 
IC  of God." To which he immediately replied, " A mighty in-
" dication of God's favour to me, that I am forced to use this 
" wine-press instead Of a threshing-floor!" But the appearance 
exhorted him to be of good courage, and to make an attempt for 
the recovery of their liberty. He answered, that " it was int-
" possible for him to recover it, because the tribe to which he 
" belonged was by no means numerous, and because he was but 
"young himself, and too inconsiderable to think of such great 
" actions." But the other promised him, that God would supply 
what he was defective in, and would afford the Israelites victory 
uuder his conduct. 

3. Now therefore as Gideon was relating this to some young 
men, they believed him, and immediately there was an army of 
ten thousand men got ready for fighting. But God stood by 
Gideon in his sleep, and told him, that " mankind were too 
" fond of themselves, and were enemies to such as excelled in 
" virtue. Now that they might not pass God over, but ascribe 
" the victory to him, and might not fancy it obtained by their 
4‘ own power, because they were a great army, and able of them-
" .;elves to fight their enemies, but might confess that it was 
" owing to his assistance, he advised him to bring his army about 
" noon, in the violence of the heat, to the river, and to esteem 
" those that bent down on their knees, and so drank, to be men 
" of courage ; but for all those that drank tumultuously, that he 
" should esteem them to do it Out of fear, and as in dread of their 
" enemies." And when Gideon had done as God had suggested 
to him, there were found three hundred men that took water 

, with their hands tumultuously, so God bid him take these 
men, and attack the enemy. Accordingly they pitched their 
camp at die river Jordan, as ready the next day to pass over it. 

4. But Gideon was in great fear, for God had told him befOr 
that he should set upon his enemies in the night-tint 

but God, being willing to free him from his fear, bid him ta 
one of his soldiers, and go near to the Midianite? tents, for ilia 
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he should from that very place have his courage raised, and I

i  row bold. So he obeyed, and.went and took his servant Phurah • 
1  ith him; and as be came near to one of the• tents, he dis-
covered that those that were in it were awake, and that one of 

.  hem was telling to his fellow-soldiers a dream of his own, and 

.' hat so plainly, that -Gideon could . hear him. The dream was 
- this : He.thought he saw a barley-cake, such a one as could hardly 
be eaten by men, it was so vile, rolling through the camp, and 

"  overthrowing the royal tenty and the tents. of all the soldiers. 

I.Now the other soldier explained this vision to mean the destruc-
tion of the army, and told him what his reason was which made 

,  him so to conjecture, viz. that the seed called barley was all of 
• it allowed to be of the vilest sort of seed, and that the Israelites 

- 

!were known to be the vilest of all the people of Asia, agreeably 
,to the seed of barley, and that what seemed to look big among 
'..he Israelites was this Gideon and the army that was with him; 
" and since thou sagest thou didst see the cake overturning our • 
" tents, I am afraid lest God hath granted the victory over us to 
"'Gideon."  .. 	. 

1

5. When Gideon had beard this dream, good hope and cou-
age came upon him; and he commanded his soldiers to arm 

themselves, and told them of this vision of their enemies. They 
;also took courage at what was told them, and were ready to per-
'form what he should enjoin them: so Gideon divided his army 
'into three parts, and brought it out about the fourth watch of the 

ight, each , part containing a hundred men : they all bare 
.empty pitchers, and lighted lamps in their hands, that their onset 

ight not be discovered by their enemies. They had also each 
f them a ram's horn in his right band, which he used instead 

:of a trumpet; ' the enemies' camp took up a large space of 
- . ground, for it happened they had a great many camels : and as 

they were divided into different nations, .so they were all con-
tained in one circle. Now when the Hebrews did as they were 

“

ordered liefOrehand, upon their approach to their enemies, and, 
n the signal given, sounded with their rams' horns, and, brake 

their pitchers, and set upon their enemies with their lamps, nud 
'a great shout, and cried, " Victory to Gideon, by God's a.,.: ..,v 

ance," a disorder and a fright seized on the other men while 
they were half-asleep, for it was night-time, as God would have 
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it; so that a few of them were slain by their enemies, but the 
greatest part by their own soldiers, on account of the diver-
sity of their language ; and when they were once put into disorder, 
they killed all that they met with, as thinking them to be 
enemies also. Thus there was a great slaughter made. And 

P.  as the report of Gideon's victory came to the Israelites, they took 
thyir weapons and pursued their enemies, and overtook them in 

IF  a certain valley encompassed with torrents, a place which these 
could not get over; so they encompassed them, and slew them 
all, with their kings, Oreb and Zeeb. But the remaining cap-
tains led those soldiers that were left, which were about eighteen 
thousand, and pitched their camp a great way off.  the Israelites. 
However, Gideon did not grudge his pains, but pursued them 
with all his army, and joining battle with them, cut off the whole 
enemies' army, and took the other leaders, Zebalt and Zalmuna, 
and made them captives. Now there were slain in this battle.  
of the Midianites, and of their auxiliaries the Arabians, about a 
hundred and twenty thousand, and the Hebrews took a great prey, • 
gold and silver, and garments, and camels, and ass'es. And when 
Gideon was come to his own country of °plinth, he slew the 
kings of.the Midianites. 

6. However, the tribe of Ephraim was so displeased at the 
good success of Gideon, that they resolved to make war against 
him, accusing him because he (lid not tall them of his expedition 
against their enemies. But Gideon, as a man of temper, and 
that excelled in every virtue, pleaded, " that it was not the result 
"of his own authority or reasoning, that made him attack the 
" enemy without them, but that it was the command of God, 
4  and still the victory belonged to them as well as those in 
" the army." And by this method of cooling their passions, he 
brought more advantage to the Hebrews, than by the success 
he had against these enemies, for he thereby delivered them 
from a sedition which was arising among them ; yet did this 
tribe afterwards suffer the punishment of this their injurious 
treatment of Gideon, of which we will give an account in due 

mat 
 

. Hereupon Gideon would have laid down the government, 
tut rwas over-persuad'A to take it, which he enjoyed forty years, 

and distributed justice to them, as the people came to him in 
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their differences; and what he determined was esteemed valid 
by all. And when he died, he was buried in his own country 
of Ophrah. 

CHAPTER VII. 

17tat the Judges who succeeded Gideon made war 'loth the ad- 
joining nations for a long time. 

§ 1. Now Gideon had seventy sons that were legitimate, for 
he had many wives; but he had also one that was spurious by 
his concubine Diurnal, whose name was Abimelech, who, after 
his father's death, retired to Sheehan to his mothiir's relations, 
for they were of that place: and when he had got money of such 
of them as were eminent for many instances of injustice, he came 
with him to his father's house, and slew all his brethren, except 
Jotham, tbr he had the good fortune to escape and be preservedi.  
but Abimelech made the gov,ernment tyrannical, and constituted 
himself a lord, to do what he pleased, instead of obeying the.laws, 
and he acted most rigidly against those that were the patrons of 
justice. 

2. Now when, on a certain time, there was a public festival 
at Sheehan, and all the multitude was there gathered together, 
Jotham his brother, whose escape we before related, went up to 
mount Gerizzim, which hangs over the city Sheehem, and cried 
out so as to be heard by the multitude, who were attentive to 
him. He desired they would consider what he was going to say 
to them: so when silence was made, he said, " that when the 

trees had a human voice, and there was an assembly of them 
" gathered together, they desired that the fig-tree would rule 
" over them hut when that tree refused so to do, because it was 
" conten* to enjoy that honour which belonged peculiarly to 
" the Ala it bare, and not that which should be derived to it. 
," from abroad, the trees did not leave off their intentions to lue 
" a ruler, so they thought proper to make the offer of that hi 'it-
" to the vine; but when the vine was chosen, it made use ,;.. ., 
" same words which the fig-tree had used before, and 
" itself from accepting the government; and when the cii• 

al& 
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" had done the same, the brier, whom the trees hint avited to 
" take the kingdom (it is a sort of wood good for firing); it pro-
" mind to take the government, and to be zealous in the exer- 

cise of it ; but that then they must sit down under its shadow. 
" and if they should plot against it to destroy it, the principle of 
" fire that \vas in it should destroy them. He told them, that 
" what he had said was no laughing-matter: for that when they 
" had experienced many blessings from Gideon, they overlooked 
" Abirnelech, when he over-ruled all, and had, joined with him 
" in slaying his brethren : and that he was no better than a fire 
" himself." So when he had said this, he went away, and lived 
privately in the mountains for three years, out of fear of Abi-
melech. 

3. A little while after this festival, the Shechemites, who had 
now repented themselves of having slain the sons of Gideon, 
drove Abimelech away, both from their city and their tribe; 
whereupon he contrived how he might distress their city. Now 
at the season of vintage, the people were afraid to go out and 
gather their fruits, for fear Abimelech should do them some 
mischief. Now it happened that there had come to them a man 
of authority, one Gait]. that sojourned with them, ,having his 
armed men and his hinsmen with him, so the Shechentites de-
sired that he would allow them a guard during their vintage; 
whereupon he accepted of their desivr..,,anid so the people went 
out, and. Gaal with  theta at the head of hi, soldiery: so they 
gathered their fruit with safety; and when they were at supper 
in several companies, they then ventured to curse Aliimeleeli  
openly, and the magistrates laid ambushes in places about Ilse 
city, and e:,.ught many of Abitueleell', follow:Ts, and destroyed 
them. 

4. Now there was one Zehul, a magisnate of the Sheehent-
itcs, that had entertained Abintelech. Ile sent messengers, 
and informed him how much Gaal had irritatA the people 
against idy l , and excited him to lay ambushes before the city, 
for that he %%amid persuade Gaal to go out against him, which 
would 1..:ive it in lti, power to lie revenged on him, and when 

	

th• 	olive done, he would bring him to he reconciled to the 

	

,t 	Ablinclech laid ambuqw6 	hifficeif 1,,), wi t h t hem.  
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Now Gaal abode in the suburbs, taking little care of himself; 
and Zebul was with him. Now as Gant saw the armed men 
Coming on, he said to Zebul, that some armed men were com-
ing; but the other replied, they were only shadows of huge' 
stones; and when they were conic nearer, Gaal perceived what 
was the reality, and said, they were not shadows, but men lying 
in ambush. Then said Zebul," Didst not thou reproach Abime-
" teat for cowardice? why dust thou not then showihow -very 
" courageous thou art thyself, and go and fight him i" So Gaal, 
being in disorder, joined baffle with Abitnelech, and some of his 
men fell ; whereupon he fled into the city, and took his men with' 
him. But Zebul managed his matters so in the city, that he 
procured them to expel Gaul out of the city, and this by accus-
inghim of cowardice in this action with the soldiers of Abime-
lech. But Abitnelech, when he had learned that the Shechem-
ites were again coming out to gather their grapes, placed am-
bushes before the city, and when they were coming out, the:, 
third part of his army took possession of the gates, to hinder the 
citizens from returning in again, while the rest pursued those 
that were scattered abroad, and so there was slaughter every 
where; and when he had overthrown the city to the very foun-
dationS, for it was not able to bear a siege, and had sown its 
ruins with salt, he proceeded on with his army, till all the She-
ehemites were slain. As,iin• those that were scattered about the 
country, and so escaped the danger, they were gathered together 
unto a certain strong rock, and settled themselves upon it, and 
prepared to build a wall about it : and when Abimnelech knew 
their intentions, he prevented them, and came upon them with 
his forces, and laid faggots of dry wood round the place, he 
himself bringing some of them, and by his example encouraging 
the soldiers to do the same. And when the rock was encom-
passed rot d about with these faggots, they set them on fire, and 
threw, 	atsoever by nature caught tire the most ca,ily : so a 
mighty fame- was raised?  and nobody could fly away from the i

t 

rock, but every man perished, with their wives and children, in 
all about fifteen hundred men, and the rest were a great ...,,, '
also. And such was the calamity which fell upon the S1',..-1, , .i... 
itcs and men's grief on their 'account had been gre-;. . ti., . 
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it was, had they not brought so much mischief on a person who • 
had so well deserved of them, and had they not themselves 
esteemed this as a punishment for the same. 

5. Now Abimelech, when he had affrighted the Israelites 
with the miseries he had brought upon the Shechethitm=, seemed 
openly to affect greater authority than he now bad, and appeared 
to set no bounds to his violence, unless it were with the destruc-
tion of all. Accordingly lie marched to Thebes, and took the 
city on the sudden ; and there being a great tower therein, 
whereunto the 'whole multitude fled, he made preparation to 
besiege it. Now as' he was rushing with violence near the 
gates, a woman threw a piece of a mill-stone upon his head, 
upon which Abimelech fell down; and desired his armour-bearer 
to kill him, lest his death should he thought to be the work of 
a woman; who did what he was bid to do. So he underwent 
this death as a punishment for the wickedness he had perpe-
trated against his brethren, and his insolent barbarity to the 
Shcchemites. Now the calamity that happened to those She-
chemites was according to the prediction of Jotham. However, 
the army that was with Abimelech, upon his fall, was scattered • 
abroad, and went to their own homes. 

6. Now it was that Jair the Gileadite*, of the tribe of Met-
nasseb, took the government. lie was a man happy in other 
respects also, but particularly in his children, who were of a 
good character. They were thirty in number, and very skilful 
in riding on horses, and were intrusted with the government of 
the cities of Gilead. He kept the government twenty-two years, 
and died an old man; and he was buried in Carron, a city of 
Gilead. 

7. And now all the affairs o: the Hebrews were managed un-
certainly, and tended to disorder, and to the contempt of God, 
and of the laws. So the Ammonites and Philistines had them 
ill contempt, and laid waste the country with a great army; and 
when they had taken all Perea, they were so insolent as to at- 

Our pro ent cd:.1.01 	,Talepbus all (Atilt Tula among the judges, though the other 
' 1 1 ,kr h im nost all,•[ AllinieleC11, and :diet twenty-three years to Ili; adminiqrs- 
• ,1,, .1,111g, x. 1, 2.; ‘et do all dosoidiu,': commentators conclude, that in Joiephui.'s 
• 'In , if the years of the jmIge, his tuilit)•thre..i 	are included; hero. x c are to cwt- 

	

. tl.a• r 	 bore loq oat 	copicz. 
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tempt to gain the possession of all the rest : but the Hebrews, 
being now amended by the calamities they had undergone, be-
took themselves to supplications to God ; and brought sacrifices 
to him, beseeching him not to be too severe upon them, but to 
be moved by their prayers to leave off his auger against them. 
So God became more merciful to them, and was ready to assist 
them. 

8. When the Ammonites had made an expeditSon into the 
land of Gilead, the inhabitants of the country met them at a 
certain mountain, but wanted a commander. Now there was 
one whose name was depleha, who, both on account of his fa-
ther's virtue, and on account of that army which he maintained 
at his own expenses, was a potent man : the hraclites therefore 
sent to him, and entreated him to come to their assistance, and 

• promised him the dominion over them all his life-time. But he 
did not admit of their entreaty; and accused them, that they 
did not come to his assistance when he was unjustly treated, and 
this in an open manner by his brethren; for they cast him off, 
as not having the sank mother with the rest, but born of a 
strange mother, that was introduced among them by his father's 
fondness, and this they did out of a contempt of his inability [to 
vindicate himself;. So he dwelt in the country of Gilead, as it 
is called, and received all that came to him, let them come 
from what place soever, end paid them wages. I however, when 
they preyed him to accept the dominion, and snare that they 
would grant him the government over them all his life, he led 
them to the war. 

9. And when deplitha had taken immediate care of their at 
fairs, he placed his army at the city Mi,pelt, and sent a mes-
sage to the Ammonite [king], complaining of his unjust pos-
session of their land. But that Lieg seat a contrary message,. 
and comvlained of the exodus of the Jsraelites out of Egypt. 
and desi§fil' him to go mit of the laud of the Amotites, and 
yield iiliff) to hint, as at. tir.-t. Ilk paternal iuheritance. Be.. 
„lepltifiti returned this :.nswer, " that he did not justly complain 
" of his anceqors about the land of the Amoritcs, and ought 
14  rather to thank them that they left the land of the Ammonite; 
" to them, since Moses could have talaat it also; and tha. 
" neither would he recede front that. Ind of their own, which 
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" God bad obtained for them, and they had now inhabited 
" [above] three hundred years, but would fight with them about 

10. And when he hail given them this  answer, he sent the 
ambassadors away. And when he had prayed for victory, and 
had vowed to perform saered 0111(T'; and if he came home in 
safety, to Offer in Sael idee  what living creature suever should 
first meet him ; he joined battle with the enemy, and gained a 
great victory, and in his pursuit slew the enemies all along as 
far as the city l‘linuith. He then passod over to the land of the 
Ammonites, and overthrew many of their cities, and took their 
prey, and freed his own people from that slavery which they had 
undergone for eighteen Years. But as he came back, he fell 
into a calamity no way correspondent to the great actions he had 
done; for it was his daughter that came to meet him; she waR 
also an only child and a virgin: upon this Jephtlet heavily la-
mented the greatness of his affliction, and blamed his daughter 
for being so l'orwaril in meeting Lim,  for he had vowed to sacri- 
fice her to God. 	iowever, this action that was to befit' her 
was nut ungrateful to her, sinee she should die upon occasion of 
her lathef's victory, and the liberty of her fellow-citizens : she 
only desired her father to give her leave for two months, to be-
wail her youth with her follow-citizens; and then she agreed, 
that at the fore-mentioned time, he might do with her accord-
inn to his vow. Accordingly, when that time was over, he .sa-
crificed his daughter as a burnt-offering, ofTerin:r stioli an obla-
tion as was neither conformable to the law, nor aceeptahle to 
Cod, not weighing with ltimself what opinion the hearers would 
have of such a practice. 

11. Now the tribe of Ephraim fiaight aga:nst him, because 
he did not take them along with them in his expedition against 

► ,*jdmi  ju.tl, enndenms Jeithilta, as do tli! Apo.tuheii touttitutiott., Li. \'II 
eh. 300,sit for  hi. lush voN, tilictlu.r it were  ro•  Am  diking WI daylner, 	Jovidm. 
Ilmorp, or for &Ai...siting her, %Ito vie. to. Only child, to perpetual rirgiuity, tit the 
lAbenlacle or  eli.ewhere, rhich I  rather suppose. If Ie. hail vowed her  for A ARCTirlee. 
Ate ought to have  Leen redeemed,  Let,. %XVII. 1-9.  but or the sense  or ter. 2d, 09. 
RN  Tailing  Ma  to  thing,  t1),Alt1 w ti ,al,  but ilootel to tle..trurtion, see the note en 
Aural. 	5  N. 
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the Ammonites, but because he alone had the prey, and the 
glory of what was done to himself. As to which he said, first, 
that they were not ignorant how his country bud fought against 
him, and that when they were invited, they did not conic to his 
assistance, whereas they ought to have come quickly, even be-
fore they were invited. And in the next place, that they were 
going to act unjustly; for while they had not counve enough to . 
fight their enemies, they came hastily against their own kin-
dred : and he threatened them that, with God's assistance, he 
would inflict a punishment upon them, unless they would grow 
wiser. But when he could not persuade them, he fouglit with 
them with those forces which he sent for out of Gilead, and he 
made a great slaughter among them ; and when they were 
beaten, he pursued them, and seized on the passages of Jordan 
by a part of. his army which he had sent before, and slew about 
forty-two thousand of them. 

12. So when Jephtha had ruled six years, he died, and waii 
hurled in his own country Schcc, which is a place in the land 
of Gilead. 

13. Now, when Jephtlia was dead, Ibzan took the govern-
ment, being of the tribe of Judah, and of the city Bethlehem. 
He had sixty children, thirty of them sons, and the rest daugh-
ters ; all which he left alive behind him, giving the daughters 
in marriage to husbands, and taking wives for his sons. He did 
nothing 'in the seven years of his administration that was, worth 
recording, or deserved a memorial. So he died an old man, 
and was buried in his own country. 	. 

1,1. When Ilizan ,was dead after this manner, neither did 
lido!), who succeeded him in the government, and kept it ten 
years, do any thing remarkable; he was of the tribe of &kilo!). 

15. Alidon also, the sou of [tile!, of the tribe of Ephraim, 
and born at the city Pyrathon, wits ordaftied their supreme go-
vernor tifter Helon. lie is only recorded to have been happy in 
his children ; for the Oublie affairs were then so peaceable, and 
in such sectritv, that neithrr did he perform any glorious ac-

Ile had forty son_, arid by them left thirty grand-child-
ren; and he marched in state with these seventy, who were all 
very Skilful in riding horses, and lie left them all alive after. 
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wad obtained a aLtpiLeat burial 

in 

him. lie died an LIcl man; 
Pyrathun. 

CHAPTER VIM 

ConetTning the fortitude of Sit:nson, and what nilschies he 
brought 1tpon the Philistines. 

§ 1. AFTER Abdon was dead, the Philistines overcame the 
Israelites, and received tribute of them for forty years; from 
which distress they were delivered after this 111a11110% 

2. There was one Nano:1h, a person of such great virtue, 
that he had few men iris equals, and without dispute the prin-
cipal person of his country. Ile had a wife celebrated for her 
beauty, and excelling her contemporaries. He had no child-
ren; and, being uneasy at his want of posterity, he entreated 
God to give them seed of their own bodie:i to succeed them ; 
and with that intent h^_ came constantly into the subutlyo', toee-
titer with his wife, which suburbs Well: ill the great plain. 
Now, he was fond of his Wi7C to the degree of madness, and on 
that account Was 1.111111Ctnall'ilhly jC:flints of ita. NOW, when his 
wife was once alone, an apparition Was seen Cy her; it was au 
angel of God, and resembled a younFanttn beautiful and tall, 
and brought her the good news, that she should have a son, hunt 
by God's providence, that should be a goodly child, of great 
qrength, by whom, when ho was grown up to 111111I'S c..tate, the 
Philistines should be a(llicted. Ile exhorted her also not to poll 
Iris hair, and that he should avoid all other kind: of C.) 	0.or 
•0 had God commanded), and be entirely contented with water. 
So the angel, when he had delivered that Inesage, went his 
way. his minim:, ItavittrThicit by the will of ( 

;"ow the wife infutmed her )uslhaal when he came home, 
of what the ano.el had said, who showed so great an admiration 
of the bc,utv and tallties of the )(mug man that had appeared 

• 1 can discover fl ?coon wily INTowalt ond loo itif*catite so ciwomill)  t!ito 
•aqinirlia to 	for ultildrt i!, but betAuc: there Iviu a aynsc,uEllt, Qt yta,c of L'VOUI:tla 1TZ 

11 	14Ubk.";..• 
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to her, that her husband was astonished, and out of himself for 
ealousy, and such suspicions as are excited by that passion : but 
he was desirous or having her husband's unreasonable sorrow 
ken away; accordingly she entreated God to send the angel 

gain that he might be seen by her husband. So the angel 
came again by the favour of God, while they were in the. sub-
trbs, and appeared to her when she was alone, tithout her 
msband. She desired the angel to stay so long till she might 
ring her husband; and that request being granted, she goes to 
all Alanoalf. When he saw the angel he was not yet free from 
uspicion, and he desired him to inform him of all that he had 
old his wife: but when he said, it was sufficient that she alone 
new what he bad said, he then requested of him to tell him 
ho he was, that when the child was born they might return 

din thanks, and give him a present. He replied, that he did 
lot want any present, for that he did not bring them the good 
news of the birth of a son out of the want of any thing. And 

hen Manoalt had entreated hint to tay, and partake of his hos-
itality, lie did not give It k consent. However, he was per-. 
laded, at the earnest request of Manonli, to stay so long as 

'chile he brought him one mark of his hospitality: so lie slew a 
cid of the goat;,- and bid hi,  wits boil it. When all was ready, 
he angel enjnitted hint to set the loaves and the Mesh, 1 /111 with-
ut the vessels, upon the rock ; which when they had dime, he 
(melted the flesh with the rod which he had in his hand, which, 
pon the breaking out of a flame, w consumed, together with 

he loaves. And the angel ,t=rended openly, in their sight, tip 
o heaven, by means of the smoke, as by a vehicle. N AV Ma-
oah was afraid that some danger would come to them front this 
ight of God ; but his wife hid hunt be of good courage, for that 
i'od appeared to them for their benefit. 

4. So the woman proved with child, •afid was careful to oh-
me the injunctions that were given her; and they called the 
hill, when he was born, S11110.111, ,which name signifies one 

that is strong. So the child grew apace, and it appeared cvi- 

ibilently that lv• would be a prophet+, both by thc moderation a 
"his diet, and the permission of his hair to grow. 

• trefe by a prophet, JOsCIALLIS 	oilIy to mean one tliat  1‘,15  
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5. Now when he once came with his parents to Timnatb, 
city of the Philistines, when there was a great festival, he fell in 
love with a maid of that country, and he desired of his parents 
that they would procure him the diunsel fur his wife: but they 
'refused so to do, because she was not of the stock of Israel ; yet 
because this marriage was of God, who intended to convert it to 
the benefit of the Hebrews, he over-persuaded them to procure 
her to be espoused to him. And as be was continually coining 
to her parents, he met It lion, and though lie was naked, he re-
ceived his onset, and strangled him with his hands, and cast the 
wild beast into a woody piece of ground on the inside of the 
road. 

G. And when he was going another time to the damsel, he' 
lit upon a swarm of bees making their combs in the breast of 
that lion, and taking three honey-combs away, he gave them, 
together with the rest of his presents, to the damsel. Now the 
people of Timnath, out of a dread of the young mn's strength, 
gave hint during the time of the wedding feast On he then 
feasted them all) thirty of the most stout of their youth, in pre-
tence to be his companions, hut in reality, to be a guard upon 
him, that he might not attempt to give them any disturbance. 
Now as they wete drinking mei illy and playing, Samson said, 
it; was usual at such times, " Come, if I propose you a riddle, 

and you can expound it in these se en days' time, I will give 
" you every one it linen shit t and a garment, as a reward of your 
" wisdom." So they being very ambitious to obtain the glory 
of wisdom, together with the gains, desired him to propose his 
riddle : he said, " that a gnu (*firer produced sweet food 
" out of itself, though itself were veil disagreeable." And when 
they were not able, in duce days' time, to find out the meaning 
of the riddle, they desired the dam,el to discover it by the means 
of her husband, and kell it them, and they threatened to burn 
her it' site did not tell it them. So when the damsel entreated 
Samson to tell it her, he at first refused to do it ; but when she 
lay hard at him, and fell into tears, and made his refusal to tell 

;.tr prutidrtwe, li4ed after the ntinner of A Namitc devoted to Cod, and 11%.13 to h we a 
' AtmottlinAry commission and strcnqth fruit Goa Fur the k 	 r tdging and aven'nq..., hls  pro- . 

L.;. I3rat.1, v,ithout any FT; r Trophytie retil .tioni at LIT. 
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it a sign of his unkindness to her, he informed her of his slaugh-
ter of a lion, and how he foUnd bees ii his breast, and carried 
away three honey-combs, and brought them to her. Thus he, 
suspecting nothing of deceit, informed her of all, and she re-
vealed it to those that desired to know it. Then on the seventh 
day, whereon they were to expound the riddle proposed to them, 
they met together before sun-setting, and said, '*Nothing is 
" more disagreeable than a lion to those that light on it, and 
" nothing is sweeter than honey to those that make use of it." 
To which Samson made this rejoinder, " Nothing is more de-
" ccitful than a woman, for such was the person that discovered 
" uty interpretation to you." Accordingly he gave them the 
presents he had promised them, making sack Askelonites as met 
him upon the road his prey, who tcre themselves Philistines also. 
But he divorced this his wife, and the girl despised his anger, 
and was married to his companion, who made the former match 
between them. 

7. At this injurious treatment Samson was so provoked, that 
he resolved to punish :dl the Philistines, as well as her: so it 
being then summer rings, and the fruits of the land being almost 
ripe enough for reaping, he caught three hundred foxes, and 
joining lighted torches to their tails, he sent them into the fields 
of the rhilistines, by whieli means the fruits of the fields perished. 
Now when-the Philistines knew that this was Sainson's doing, 
and knew also for what cause 1w did it, they sent turn' Inlets to 
Timnath, and burnt his former wife, and her relations, who had 
been the occasion of their mi-fortnnes. 

8. Now when Samson Ind ,lain many of the Pitilktincs in 
the plain country, lie duels at Etant, which is a strong rock of 
the tribe of Judah; for the Philistines at that time made"an ex-
pedition against that tribe : but the people of Judah said, th,it 
they did not act justly with them, in inflicting pimilinients upon 
them while they paid their tribute, and this only' on account of 
Samson's offences. They answered, that in case they would 
not be Ittired enemseives, they must. deliver ..p Sanwa), and 
put hireinto their rawer. So they being desirous not to be 
blamed themselves, 	 nie to the rock 55 ith three thousand alined 

'men, and complained to Samson of the bold insults he had 
made upon ti' 	‘‘110 wine men able to heir:r taiantity 

elf 
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upon the whole nation of the Hebrews; and they told him, they 
were come to.take him, and to deliver him up to them, and put 
him into their power; so they desired hint to bear this willingly. 
Accordingly, when he had received assurance from them upon 
oath, that they would do him no other harm than only to deliver 
hint into his enemies' handy; he cattle down from the rock, and 
put himself into the power of his countrymen. Then did they 
hind him with two cords, and lead him on, in order to deliver 

/him to the Philistines; and when they came to a certain place, 
which is now called The Jaw-hone, on account of the great action 
there performed by Samson, though of old it had no particular 
name at.all, the Philistines, who had pitched their camp not far 
off, came to meet him with joy and Shouting, as having done a 
great thing, and gained what they desired; but Samson broke his 
ponds asunder, and catching up the jaw-bone of an ass that lay 
dOwn at his feet, fell upon his enemies, and smiting them with 
his jaw-bone, slew a thousand of them, and put the rest to flight 
and into great disorder. 

9. Upon this slaughter Samson was too proud of what he 
had performed, and said that this did not come to pass by the 
assistance of God, but that his success was to be ascribed to his 
own courage; and vaunted himself, thilt it was out of a .dread 
of him, that some of his enemies fell, and the rest ran away 
upon his use of the jaw-hone. But whew a great thirst came 
upon him, he considered that l'utnan courage is nothing, and 
bare his testimony that all is to be ascribed to Ciod, and besought 
him that he would not be angry at any thing he had said, nor 
give him up into the hands of his enemies, but uflbrd hint help 
under his affliction, and deliver him from the misfortune he was 
under. Accordingly God was moved with his entreaties, and 
raised him up a plentiful fountain of sweet water at a certain 
rock; whence it was. that Samson called the place The Jaw-
bone':^=, and so it is called to this day. 

10. After this fight Samson held the Philistines in con-
tempt, and came to Gaza, and tool: up his lodgings in a certain 
inn. When the rulers of Gaza were'inforined of his coining • 

This fountain, calk(' Lehi, or the j.m-bone, is still in being, as travt'llms assure 
113, and was known k this very name in the days of ..10,-ephato  and has been L 1,)1,11 by 
the same name in all tll);e put aL:Pi. !3,:e 	\IL ch. sii § 4. 
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thither, they seized upon the gates, and placed men in ambush 
about them, that he might not escape without being perceived. 
But Samson, who was acquainted with their contrivances 
against him, arose about midnight, and ran by force upon the 
gates, with their posts and beams, and the rest of their wooden 
furniture, and carried them away on his shoulders-, and hare 
them to the mountain that is over Hebron, and the* laid them 
down. 

1. However, he at length 4' transgressed the laws of his 
country, mid altered his own regular war of living, and imitated 
the strange customs of foreigners, which thing wits the beginning 
of his miseries: for he fell in love with a woman that was it 
harlot among the Philistines; her name was Delilah, and he 
lived with her. So those that administered the piddle affairs of 
the Philistines came to her, and, w ith promises, induced her to 
get out of Samson what way the CallSe Of 

which he Liciuno unconquerable to the enemies. Accordinp,iy, 
when they were drinkilq:., and had the like conversation together, 
she pretended to admire his action: lie had done, and contrived 
to net out of him by subtiltv, by what mean he so much excelled 
others in strength. Samson, in older to delude Delilah, fyr he 
had not lost his senses, replied, that if he were bound with seven 
such green with; of a vine as might still be wreathed, he should 
be weaker than any other man. The woman said no more then, 
but told this to the tillers of the. Philistines, and hid certain of 
the soldiers in ambush within the home, and when he was dis-
ordered in drink, and asleep, she bound him as fast as possible 
with the withs; and then upon her :m al:ening him, she told him 
some of the people were upon him, hut he broke the withs, and 
endeavoured to ,defend himself, as \though some of the people 
were upon MK' Now this woman, in the constant conversation 
Samson had with her, pretended, that she took it my ill that 
he had such little confidence in her affections to him, that be 
would notoell her what she desired, as it she would not conceal 
what she knot' it was for his interest to have concealed. How-
ever, he deluded her again, and told her, that if they bound hint 

Syr' tb jt.dy oll-irvet1 in the ArNiolient CottAtitttlionk, D. VII, k.h. 	trot 
vraytr rear Loam, btit that it  w.t.5  before this lila IPtit,grelsion. 
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with seven cords, he should lose his strength :2  And when, upon 
doing this, she gained nothing, he told her the third time, that 
his hair should be woven into a web: bl►t when, upon doing 
this, the truth was not yet discovered; at length Samson, upon 
Delilah's prayer (for he was doomed to fall'into some affliction), 
was desirous to please her, and told her, that God took care of 
him, and that he was born by his providence, and that "'thence 
66  it is that I suffer my hair to grow, God having charged me 
" never to poll my head, and thence my strength is according to 
" the increase and continuance of my hair." When she had 
learned thus much, and had deprived him of his hair, she delivered 
him up to his enemies, when he was not strong enough to 
defend himself from their attempts upon him; so they put 
out his eyes, and bound him, and had him led about among 
them. 

12. But in process of time Samson's hair grew again. And 
there was a public festival among the Philistines, when the 
rulers, and those of the most eminent character, were feasting 
together (now the room wherein they were, had its roof support-
ed by two pillars), so they sent for Samson, and he was brought 
to their feast, that they might insult him in their cups.' Here-
upon he, thinking it one of the greatest misfortunes, if he should 
not be able to revenge himself when he was thus insulted, per-
suaded the boy that It'd him by the hand, that he was weary and 
wanted to rest himself, and desired he would bring him near the 
pillars; and as soon as he came to them, he rushed with force 
against them, and overthrew the house, by overthrowing its pit-. 
tars. with three thousand men in it, who were all slain, and 
Samson with them. And such was the end of this man, when 
he had ruled over the Israelites twenty years. And indeed this 
man deserves to he admired tin• his courage and strength, and 
magnanimity At his death, and that his wrath against his enemies 
went so far as to die himself with them. But as for his being 
ensnared by a 'woman, that is to be ascribed to human nature, 
which is too weak to reist the temptations to that sin; but we 
ought to bear him witness, that in all other respects he was one 
of extraordinary virtue. Bnt his kindred took away his body, 
and buried it in Sarasat, his sewn country, with the rest of hi. 
family. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

How under Eli's government of the Israelites, Booz, married.  
Ruth, frmn whom came °bed the grandfather of David. 

§ 	Now  after the death of Samson, Eli the high-p:iest 
was governor of the Israelites. Under him, when the country  ; 
was afflicted with a famine, Elimelech of Bethlehem, which is a 
city of the tribe of Judah, being not able to support his family 
under so sore a distress, took with him Naomi his wife, and the 
children that were born to him day her, Chilion and Mahlon, and 
removed his habitation into the land of Moab; and upon the 
happy prosperity of his affairs there, he took for his sons wives 
of the Moabites,,Orpah for Chinon, and Ruth for 11Iahlon. But  .! 
in the compass of ten years, both Elimelech, and a little while 
after him, the sons died: and Naomi being very uneasy at these 
accidents, and not able to bear her lonesome condition, now those 
that were dearest to her were dead, on whose account it was t 
that she had gone away front her own country, she returned to 
it again, for she had been informed it was now in a flourishing 
condition. However, her daughters-in-law were not able to 
think of parting with her, and when they had a mind to go out 
of the country with her, she could not dissuade them front it ; 
but when they insisted upon it, she wished them a more happy 
wedlock than they had had with her sons, and that they might 
have prosperity in other respects also; and seeing her own affairs 
were so low, she exhorted them to stay where they were, and not 
to think of leaving their own country, and partaking with her of 
that uncertainty under which she must return. Accordingly 
Orpah stai;l'behind ; lwfshe took Ruth along with her, as not 
to be persuaded to stay behind her, but would take her fortune 
with her, whatsoever it should prove. 

2. When Ruth was (mint, with her mother-in-law to Betide-
hem, Booz, who was near of kin to Elimelech, entertained her:  - 
and when Naomi.was so called t.)y her fellow-citizens, according 
to licr true name, she. said, " You might more truly call me 
64  Marl.", Now N%omi signifirs, in the Hebrew tongue, hap_. 
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piness, and Mara, sorrow. It was now reaping time; and Ruth, 
by the leave of her mother-in-law, went out to glean, that th 
might get a stock of corn for their food. Now it happened 
that she came into Booz's field; and after some time Booz 
came thither, and when he saw the damsel, he inquired of his . 
servant that was set over the reapers concerning the girl. The 
servant had a little before inquired about all her circumstances, 
and told them to  his imaster, who kindly embraced her, both on 
account of her affection to her mother-in-law, mid her remem-
brance of that son of hers, to whom she had been married, and 
wished that she might experience a prosperous condition : so be 
desired her not to glean, but to reap what she was able, and gave 
her leave to carry it home. lie also gave it in charge to that 
servant who was over the reapers, nut to hinder her when she 
took it away, and bid him give her her dinner, and make her 
drink, when he did the like to the reapers. Now what corn Ruth 
received of him she kept for her mother-in-law, and came to her 
in the evening, and brought the ears of corn with her; and 
Naomi had kept for her a part of such food as her neighbours 
had plentifully bestowed upon her. Ruth also told her mother-
in-law what Booz had said to her ; and when the other had in-
ibrined her that he was near of kin to them, and perhaps was so 
pious a man as to make some provision for them, she went out 
again on the days following to gather the gleanings with Booz's 
maid-scrvants. 
• 3. It was not ninny dia.: before Booz, after the barley wes 

winnowed, slept in his threshing-floor. 'When Naomi was in-
formed of this ciremn:tance, she contrived it so that Ruth should 
lie down by hilts,thouaelit it 	be for their advantig,e 
that he should discourse with the girl. Accordingly she sent 
the damsel to sleep at his feet, Ndio went as she bade her, for she 
1141 not think it consistent with her duty to contradict any coin.-
mand of her mother-in-law. And at first she lay concealed 
from Booz, as he was fast asleep; but when he awaked about 
midnight, and perceived a woman lying by him, he asked \vim 
she was; and Nvlieli she told him her name, and desired that 
whom she owned for her lord NVoliki excuse her; he !hen sat 

• no more, but in the morning before the servants began to set 
about their work, he awals'ed her, and bid her take as much 
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barley as she was able to carry, and go to her mother-in-law, 
before any body there should see that she:had lain down by him, 
because it was but prudent to avoid any reproach that might 
arise on that account, especially when there had been nothing 
done that was ill. But as to the main point she aimed at, the 
matter should rest here: " He that is nearer of kin than I am, 
4;  shall be asked whether he wants to take thee to Cie; if he 
" says he does, thou shalt follow him ; but if he refuse it, I will 
" marry thee according to the law." 

1. When she hadf .n.oniu.d her mother-in-law of this, they 
were very glad of it, out of the. bripe they had that Booz would 
make provision for them. Now about noon Booz went down 
into the city, and gathered the senate together, and when he had 
sent for Ruth, he called for her kinsman also, and when he was 
come, be said, " Post not thou retain the inheritance of Elinit.-
" lech and his sons'!" He confessed that he did retain it, and that 
he did as he was permitted to do by the laws, because he was their 
nearcstkinsman. Then said Booz, " Thou must not remember the 
" laws by halves, but do every thingaccording to than; for the wife 
" of Mahlon is come hither, whom thou must marry, according 
" to the laws, in case thou wilt retain their fields." So die Mail 
yielded up both the field and the wife to Buoz, who was himself 
of kin to those that were dead, as alleging that he had a wife 
already, and children also; so Booz called the senate to witness, 
and bid the woman to loose his shoe, and spit it* his face, accord-
ing to the law; and when this was done Booz married Ruth, and 
they had a son within a year's time. Naomi was herself a nurse 
to this child; and by the advice of the wonten called hint Obed, 
as being to be brought up in order to be suberi ;cut to her in 
her old age, for Obed in the Hebrew dialect signifies a ser-
vant. The son of Obed was JeFoq,, and I );1\ id was his son, 
-,,•1:0 was king, and left his dominions to his sons for one and 
twiany fell ,  .ations. I t‘ as therefore obliged to relate this his-
tory of Ru. because I had a mita] to demonstrate the power of 
God, awl) 

	

	ritipait difficulty, can raiK those that are of ordinary • 
parentage to dignity and splendor, to «Bich he advanced David, 
t1-1, 11gh he ',yew born of such intim parent 4. 
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t.lI:iPIER X. 

• lia• !wilt of 	; and how he foretold the cala-
mity that bt:f,t the sons o/•Eli.  

§ 1. AND now upon the ill state of the affairs of the Hebrews, 
they made war again upon the Philistines. The occasion was 
this: Eli the high-priest had two sons, Hophni and Phineas. 
These sons of Eli were guilty of injustice towards men, and of 
impiety towards God, and abstained from no sort of wickedness. 
Some of their gifts they carried off, as belonging to the honour-
able employment they had, others of them they took away by vio-
lence. They also were guilty of impurity with the women that 
came to worship God {at the tabernacle], obliging some to submit 
to their bra by iOrec, and enticing others by bribes; nay, the 
Nvhole cour ,e of their life was no better than tyranny. 

Their father therefore was angry at them for such their wick:. 
edness, and expected that God would suddenly inflict his pun-
ishments upon them for what they had done. The multitude 
toi,k it heinoudy also. And as F0011 as God had foretold what 
calamity would twilit Eli's sons, which he did both to Eli him-
self, and to Samuel the prophet, Nvlio was vet but a child, he 
openly showed Iris sorrow for his son.i' destruction. 

2. 1. will first di:patch ‘vhat 1 have to say about the prophet 
Samuel, and after that %yin proceed to speak of the sons of Eli, 
and the miseries they brought on the whole people of the He-
brews. Eleanah, a Levite, one of a middle condition among his 
fellow-citizens, and one that dwelt at Ramathaim, a city of the 
tribe of Ephraim, married two wives, llannalt and Peninnah. 
lie had children by the latter, but he loved the other best, al-
thoterh she were barren. Now Eleanalt came with his wives to 
the city Shiloh to sacrifice, for there it was that the tabernacle of 
God was fixed, as we have fornlerly said. Now when, after he 
had sacrificed, he distributed at that festival portions of the fle:•1) 
to his wives and eltildrt it, and when Hannah saw the other 
wife's children sitting round about 4,1).:..ir mother, she fell into 
tears, and lamented heNell on account of her barrennes• to,d 
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lonesomeness ; and snffering her grief to prevail over her hus-
band's consolations to her, she went to the tabernacle to beseech 
God- to give her seed, and to make her a mother; and to vow to 
consecrate the first son she should hear to the service of God, and 
this in such a way, that his manner of living should not be like 
that of ordinary men. And as she continued at her prayers a 
long time, Eli the high-priest, for he sat there befor the taber-
nacle, bid her go away, thinking she had been disordered with 
wine, but when she said she had drank water, but was in sor-
row for want of children, and was beseeching God for them, he 
bid her he of good cheer, and told her that God would send her 
children. 

So she came to her husband full of hope, and cat her meal 
with gladness. And when they had returned to their own coun-
try she found herself with child, and they had a son born to 
them, to whom they gave the name of Samuel, which may be 
styled one that was asked of God. They therefore came to the 
tabernacle to offer sacrifice for the birth of the child, and brought 
their tithes with them; but the woman remembered the vow she 
had made concerning her son, and delivered him to Eli, dedicat-
ing him to God, that he might become a prophet. Accord-
ingly his hair was suffered to grow long, and his drink was 
water. So Samuel dwelt and was brought up in the temple. But 
Elcanah hatipother sons by Hannah, and three daughters. 

4. Now when Samuel was twelve years old, he began to pro-
phesy : and when he was once asleep, God called to him by his 
name, but he, supposing he had been called by the high-priest, 
came to him : but when the priest said he did not call him, God 
did so thrice. Eli was then so far illuminated, that he said to 
him,'' Indeed, Samuel, I was silent now as %veil as before : it is 
" God that cal:s thee ; do thou therefore signify it to him, and 
" say, I :lin here ready." So when lie heard God spe1: again, 
he desired him to speak, and to deliver what oracles he pleased 
to him, for he would not fail to perform any millLstrat.:011 wilat-
socver 104euld make use of him in ; to Ivhich God replied, 
" Since thou art here ready, learn what mi,,eries are coming 
" upon the Israelites, such indeed us words cannot declare, nor 
"aith believe; for the sons of Eli shall die on One day, end the 
" pristitcod small be transferred into the family of Elesza:•; for 
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" Eli bath loved his sons more than he bath loved my worship, 
" and to such a degree, as is not for their advantage." Which 
message Eli obliged the prophet by oath to tell him, for other-
wise he had no inclination to afflict him by telling it. 

And now Eli had a far more sure expectation of the perdition 
of his sons; but the glory of Samuel increased more and more, it 
being found by experience that whatsoever he prophesied came 
to pass accordingly*. 

CHAPTER 

Herein is declared what heel the sons of Eli, the ark, and tlip 
people; and how Eli himself died miserably. , 

§ 1. ABOUT this time it was that the Philistine!: made war 
against the Israelites, and pitched their camp at the city Aphek. 
Now when the Israelites had expected them a little while, 
the very next day they joined battle, and the Philistines were 
conquerors, and slew above four thousand of the I Iebrews, and 
pursued the rest of the multitude to their camp. 

2. So the Hebrews heir).- afraid of the worst, sent to the 
senate, and to the high-priest, and desired that they would bring 
the ark of God, that by putting themselves in array, when it wAi 

present N%,  ith them, they might be too hard for their enemies, as 
not reflecting that he who had condemned them to endure these 
calamities was greater than the ark, and for whose sake it was 
that this ark came to be honoured. So the ark came, and the, 
sons of the high-priest with it, having received a charge from 
their tattier, that if they pretended to survive the taking of the 
ark, they should come no more into his presence ; for Phineas 
tAliciated already as high priest, his lather having resigned his 
office to him, by reason of his great age. So the Hebrews were 

• Although there hal been a few occasional prophets before, '.et ssas this Sam.'4 
the first of a constant SUCCeii1011 of prophet% in the Jewish n ttion, a; is  implied in S... 
Peter's words, Acts, iii. 24. " Yea, ana all the prophets from Samurl, and these rata 
" follow ester, as many is have spoken, have lit rosilc forcto!ci of thete 	Si,e c';o 

' Acts, xiii. 2J. The %others Yrcrs ruti, .r cornetiases ealls1 ri,t)steous to :n, Matth. x. 
xiU. 17. 
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full of courage, as supposing that, by the coming of the ark, they 
should be too hard for theii'.  enemies: their enemies also were 
greatly concerned, and were afraid of the ark's coming to the 
Israelites ; however, the upshot did not prove agreeable to the , 
expectations of both sides, but when the battle was joined, that  . 
victory which the Hebrews expected was gained by the Philis-
tines, and that defeat the Philistines were afraid Itf, fell to the, 
lot of the Israelites, and thereby they found that they put their  ' 
trust in the, ark in vain, for they were presently beaten as soon as 
they came to a close fight with their enemies, and lost about 
thirty thousand men, among which were the sons of .the Ili h- 
priest ; but the ark was carried away by the enemies. 	. 

3. When the news of this defeat came to Shiloh, with tha 	. 
the captivity of the ark (for a certain young man, a Benjamite,• 
who was in the action, came as a mesienger thither), the whole 
city was full of lamentations. And Eli the high-pricA, who sat  j 

- upon a high throne at one of the gates, heard their mournful 
cries, and supposed that some :iv:Inge thing had befallen his  :1 

101 

 family. So he sent for the young man; and when he understood  ' 
what had happened in the battle, he was not much uneasy 
to his sons, or what •.vas told him withal about the army, as ha 
ing beforehand known by divine revelation that those things 
would happen, and having himself declared them beforehand,  
what sad things come unexpectedly they distress men the  nut. 
.but as soon as the ark was carried captive by their enemies, 	 , 
was very much grieved at it, because it fell out quite differently  - 
from what he expected, so he fell down from his throne, and 
died, having in all lived ninety-eight years, and of them retained 
the governmenjoty. 

4. On the $ 	day his son .Phineas's wife died also, as not 
able to survive the misfortune of her husband; for they told her 
of her husband's death its she WaS ill labour. However, she bare 
a sou 'at seven months, which lived, and to which they gave the  . 
name of Icabod, which Mune signifies disgrace, and this because 
the army 'received a disgrace at this time. 

5. Now Eli was the first of the family of Ithamar, the other 
son of Aaron, that had the government; for the family of Eleazar  J  
officiated as high-prlest at first, the son still receiving that hononv 
from the father, which Eleazar bequeathed to his son Phila. 
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after whom Abiezer his son took the honour, and delivered it to 
his son, whose name was Bukki, from whom his son Ozi received 
it ; after whom Eli, of whom we have been speaking, had the 
priesthood, and so he and his posterity until the time of Solomon's 
reign: but then the posterity of Eleazar re-assumed it. 

• 

Vol.. I. 	 2 • 
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BOOK VI. 

r:oN TA I NI N G THE INTERVAL. OF THIRTY-TWO YEARS. 

From the Death of Eli to the Death of Saul. 

CHAPTER L 

The destruction that came upon the Philistines., and upon their 
land, by the wrath of God, on account of their having carried 
the ark atcay captive; and (Vier ?chat manner they seiit it 
back to the Iichretts. 

§ 1. WHEN the Philistines bad taken the ark of the Hebrews 
captive, as I said a little before, they carried it to the city Ashdod, 
and put it by their own god, who was called Dagon', as one of 
'their spoils ; but when they went into his temple the next morn-
ing to worship their god, they found bill paying the same wor., 
ship to the ark, for he lay along, as baying fallen down from the 
,basis whereon he had stood: so they took him up and set him on 
this basis again, and were much troubled at what had happened; 
and as they frequently came to Dagon and found him still lying 

*long, in a posture Of adoration to the ark, they were ill very great 
distress and confusion. At length God sent a very destructive 
diseas: on the city and country of Ashdod, for they died of the 
tlysentei, 'or flux, a sore distemper, that brought death upon them 
very Ittildenly;ibr before the soul could, as usual in easy deaths, 
be well loosed from the body, they brought up their catrails, and 
vomited up what they had eaten, which was entirely corrupted by 
the disease. And as to the fruits of their country, a great mul- 

Dagon, a finnon.t maritime god or idol, is gencrully sopro,:ed to have been like a man 
nd like u fish beneath it, 
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titude of mice arose out of the earth and hurt them, and spared 
neither the plants nor the fruits. Now, while the people of Ash-
dod were under these misfortunes, and were not able to support 
themselves under their calamities, they perceived that they suf-
fered thus' because of the ark, and that the victory they had got-
ten, and their having taken the ark captive, had not happened for 
their good .they therefore sent to the people of Askelon, and de-. 
sired that they would receive the ark among them. This desire 
of the people of Ashdod was not diagrecable to those of Askelon, 
so they granted them that favour. But when they had got-
ten the ark, they were in the same miserable condition; for the 
ark carried along with it the disasters that the people of Ashdod 
had suffered, to those who received it from them. Those of 
Askelon also sent it away from themselves to others: nor did it 
stay among those others neither, for since they were pursued by 
the same disasters, they still sent it to the neighbouring cities; 
so that the ark went round, after this manner, to the five cities of 
the Philistines, as though it exacted these disasters as a tribute 
to be paid it for its coming among them. 

2. When those that had experienced these miseries were 
tired out with them, and when those that heard them were 
taught thereby not to admit the ark among them, since they 
paid so dear a tribute for it; at length they sought for some con-
trivance and method how they might get free from it: so the 
governors of the five cities, Gath, and Ekron, and Askelon, as also 
of Gaza, and Ashdod, met together, and considered what was fit 
to be done; and at the first they thought proper to send the ark 
back to its own people, as allowing that God had avenged its 
cause; that the miseries they had undergone came along with it, 
and that these were sent on the:r citie upon its account, and to-
gether with it. However, there were those that raid, they should 
not do so, nor suffer themselves to be deluded, as ascribing the 
cause of their miseries to it, because it could not have such a 
power and force upon them ; for had God had such a regard to 
it, it would not have been delivered into the hands of men : eo 
they exhorted them to he quiet, and to take patiently what had 
befallen them, and to suppose there was no other cause of it hut 
nature, which at certain revolutions of time produces such muta- . 

2 (2. 
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ions in the bodies of• men, in the earth, in plants, and in all 
pings that grow out of the earth. But the counsel that prevail-
d over those already described, was that of 'Certain men, who 
'ere believed to have distinguished themselves in former times 
or their understanding and prudence, awl who, in their present 
ireumstances, seemed above all the rest to speak properly. 

These men said, it was not right either to send they ark away, or 

,  	retain it, but to dedicate five golden images, , one for every 
ity, as a thank-offering to God, on account of his having taken 

, 

	

	are of their preservation, and having kept tl/tm alive when their 
lives were likely to be taken away by such distemper, as they 
were not able to bear up against. They also would have them 

take five golden mice like to those that devoured and destroyetj 
heir country*, to put them in a bag, and lay them upon the ark; 

make them a new cart also for it, and to yoke mileh !tine to 
tt, but to shut up their calves ; and keep them from them, lest by 
ollowing after them they should prove an hindcrance to their 

(.1a.rns, and that the dams might return the faster out of a desire 
of those calves; then to drive these mulch kine that carried the 
rk, and leave it at a place where three ways met, and to leave-
t to the kine to go alOng which of those ways they pleased, that 
n case they went the way to the Hebrews, and ascended to their 

country, they should suppose that the ark was the cause of their 
misfortunes ; but if they turned into another road, they said, 
44  We will pursue after it, and conclude it has no such force in it." 

=immediately confirmed their opinion by doing accordingly. And 

I
' 

 3. So they determined that these men spake well; and they 

Spanheim informs us here, that upon the coins of Tencdos, and those of other 
hies, a field-mouse is engras'en, together wi-,11 Apollo Smintheus, or Apollo the driver 
way of field-mice, on account of his living supposed to have freed certain tracts:of ground 
am  those mice; which coins show, how great a judgement such mice have sometimes 
ten, sad how the deliverance from them was then esteemed the effect of a divine power; 
bids olotervations are highly suitable to this history. 

• d' This device of the Philistines, of having u yoke of kine to draw this cart into which 
they put the ark of the Hebrews, is greatly illustrated by Sanchoniatho's account, under 
his ninth generation, that Agrouerus, or Agrotes, the.buFhandman, had a much-wor-
hipped statue and a temple, carried about by one or more yoke of oxen, or kine, in me- i
_ cia, in the neighbourhood of these Philistines. Sec Cumberland's Sanchoniatho, 
. .2  7 . tind 9. 4  7 . and Essay on the Old Tes.ament, append. p. 172. 

lilt.,w, 
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when they had done as has been already described, they brought 
the cart to a place where three ways met, and left it there, and 
went tlwir weys ; but the kine went the right way, and as if some 
persons had driven them, while the rulers of the Philistines 
followed !..ier them, as desirous to know where they would stand 
still, :,ad to whom they would go. Now there was a certain 
villa ;e of the tribe of Judah, whose name was Bethshemesh, and 
to th..k-. village did the kine go; and though there was a great and 
good plain before them to proceed in, they went no farther, but 
stopped the cart there. This was  a sight to those of that village, 
and they were very glad; for it being then summer time, and all 
the inhabitants being then in their fields gathering in their fruits, 

,they left off the labours of their hands for joy, as soon as they 
saw the ark, and ran to the cart, and taking the ark down, and 
the vessel that had the images in it, and the mice, they set them 
upon a certain rock which was in the plain;  and when they had 
offered a splendid sacrifice to God, and feasted, they offered the 
cart and the kine as a burnt-offering: and when the lords of the 
Philistines saw this, they returned back. 

4. But now it was that the wrath of God overtook them, and 
struck seventy persons: dead of the village of Betlishemesh, who, 
not being priests, and so not worthy to touch the ark, had ap-
proached to it. Those of that village wept  for these that thus 
•suffered, and made such a lamentation as was naturally to be 
expected on so great a misfortune that was sent from God, and 
every one mourned for his own relation. And since they 
acknowledged themselves unworthy of the ark's abode with 
them, they sent to the public senate of the Israelites, and in-
formed them that the ark was restored by the Philistines; which 
when they knew, they brought it away to Kirjathjearim, a city 
in the neighbourhood of Bethshemesh. In this city lived one 
Abinadab, by birth a Levite, and who was greatly commended 
for his righteous and religious course of lite; so they  brought 

• These seventy met,, being not so much as Le‘itcs, touched the ark in a raA cr 
profane manner, and were skin by the hand of Cod for such their rashnus and pro-
faneness, accnrdiii to the Tonle threamttior,s, Numb. iv. t 3, CO.; but how our other co- 
pits ruin to add such an in( rt dible numbor 	fifty thousand in this one town or small 
city, I know nut. Sec Dr. Wall's critical notes, un 1 Sam. vi. 19. 
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the ark to his house, as to a place fit for God himself to abide 
in, since therein did abide -a righteous man. His sons also 
ministered to the divine service at the ark, and were the prin-
cipal curators of it for twenty years, for so many years it con-
tinued in Kirjathjearim, having been but four months with the 

I Philistines. 	
I 

CHAPTER II. 

The eapedition of the Philistines against the Hebrews, and the 
Hebrews' victory under the conduct of Samuel the prophet, 

'ho was their general. 

,§ I.  NOW  while the city of Kirjathjearim had the ark with 
them, the whole body of the people betook themselves all at that 
time to offer prayers and sacrifices to God, and appeared greatly 

t
, concerned and zealous about his worship. So Samuel the pro-

phet, seeing how ready they were to do their duty, thought this 
a proper time to speak to them, while they were in this good 
disposition, about the recovery of their libeq, and of the bless-
ings that accompanied the same. Accordingly he used such 
words to them as he thought were most likely to excite that 	

l
in- 

clination,
s 

 and to persuade them to attempt it : " 0 you Israelites,"
aid he, " to whom the Philistines are still grievous enemies, but 

" to whom God begins to he gracious, it behoves you, not only 
" to be desirous of liberty, but to take the proper methods to 
44  obtain it. Nor are you to be, contented with an inclination to 
44  get clear of your lords and masters, while you still do What will 

procure your continuance under them: be righteous then, and 
" cast wickedness out of your souls, and by your worship suppli- 
64  cate the divine 	sty with all your hearts, and persevere in 

the honour you ay to him for if you act thus, you will enjoy 
" prosperity; you will be freed from your slavery, and will get 
" the victory over your enemies: which blessings it is not possible 
44  you should attain, either by weapon,: of war, or by the 
" strength of your Bodies, or by the multitude of your assist-
" ants ; fo God has not promised to giant these blessings by 
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" those means, but by being good and righteous men; and if you 
" will be such, I will be security to you for the performance of 
" God's promises." When Samuel had said thus, the multitude 
apolauded his discourse, and were pleased with his exhortation 
to them, and gave their consent to resign themselves up to do 
what was pleasing to God. So Samuel gathered them together 
to a certain city called Mizpoh, which signifies in the Hebrew 
tongue a watch-tower; there they drew water, and poured it out 
to God, and fasted all day, and betook themselves to their 
prayers. 

2. This their assembly did not escape the notice of the Phi-
fistines: so when they had learned that so large a company had 
met together, they fell upon the Helfrews with a great army and 
mighty forces, as hoping to assault them when they did not expect 
it, nor were prepared for it. This thing affrighted the Hebrews, 
and put them into di: order and terror ; so they carne running to 
Samuel, and said, " that their souls were sunk by their fears, and 
" by the former defeat they had received, and that thence it was 
" that we lay still, lest we should excite the power of our enemies 
" against us. Now while thou halt brought us hither to offer. 
" up our prayers and sacrifices, and take oaths [to be obedient}, 
" our enemies are making an expedition against us, while we are 
" naked and unarmed; wherefore we It ve no other hope of de- 

liverauce hut that by thy means, and by the nssistanee God 
" shall afford us upon illy prayers to him, we shall obtain deliver-
" mice from the Philistines." Hereupon Samuel bid thcm be 
of good ch,:er, and promised them that God Nvould as,ist them  ; 
and taking a sucking lamb he sacrificed it for the multitude, and  r, 
besought God to hold his protecting hand ovt'r them when they 
should tight with the Philistines, and not to overlook them, nor 
suffer them to come under a second mi:•firrttine. Accordinglr 
God hearkened to his 	and acc:!pting their mollies with 
a gracious intention. mid • felt as was dispcocd t.) assist then), 
granted them victor; t t l po,ver over their vnenties. Now while 
the altar had the seyrIfice of God upon it, and had not yet con-  , 
stoned it wholly hy its sacred lire, the enemy's army in:welled out 
of' their camp, apfl t\ a: put into Older of battle, and this in Looe 
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that they should be conquerors, since the Jews' were caught in 
distressed circumstances, as—neither having their weapons with 
them, nor being assembled there in order to.Aght. But things 
so fell out, that they would hardly have been credited thoi!gh 
they had been foretold by any body; for, in the first place, God 
disturbed the enemies with an earthquake, and moved the ground 
under them to such a degree, that he caused it toitremble, and 
made them to shake, insomuch that by its trembling, he made 
some unable to keep their feet, and made them fall down, and 
by opening its chasms, lie caused that others should be hurried 
down into them, after which he caused such a noise of thunder 
to come among them, and made fiery lightning shine so terribly 
round about them, that it was ready to burn their faces; and he 
so suddenly shook their weapons out of their hands, that he made 
them fly and return home naked. So Samuel with the mul-
titude pursued them to Bethear, a place so called ; and there he 
set up a stone as a boundary of their victory, and their enemies' 
flight, and called it the Stone of Power, as a signal of that power 
God had given them against their enemies. 

3. So the Philistines, after this stroke, made no more expedi-
tions against the Israelites, but lay still out of fear, and out of 
remembrance of what had befallen them: and what courage the 
Philistines bad formerly against the Hebrews, that after this 
victory was transferred to the Hebrews. Samuel also made an 
expedition against the Philistines, and slew many of them, and 
entirely humbled their proud hearts, and took from them that 
country, which, when they were formerly conquerors in battle, 
they bad cut off from the Jews, which %1 a5, the country that ex-
tended from ii e holders of Gath to the city Ekron: but the re-
mainc of the Cana:mites ,,vere at this time in friendship with the 
Israelites. 

i 	fit et  ribr,, to fit;  Ai  I len-it-10,er, in tbese Artiquitit, where Jostlthum 
to. ...olio, .Tywn,, le having bitio• 	ustviny, if not t  nostio.11.., 
r. Or 	 ..cc. o.1  rlAre ,..o., 	chop. iii. $ :p. 
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CHAPTER III. 

How Samuel, when he was so infirm with old age that 1w could 
not take care of the public allairs; intrusted them to his sons; 
and how, upon the evil administration of the government by 
them, the multitude were so angry, that they required to have 
a king to govern them, although Samuel was much displeased 
thereat. 

§ I. BUT.Samuel the prophet, when he had ordered the affairs 
of the people after a convenient manner, and had appointed a 
city for every district of them, he commanded them to come to 
Such cities, to have the controversies that they bad one with 
another determined in them, he himself going over those cities 
twice in a year, and doing then► justice; and by that means he 
kept them in very good order for a long time. 

2. But afterward he found himself oppressed with old age, 
and not able to do what he used to do, so he committed the go-
vernment and the care of the multitude to his sons; the elder of 
which was called Joel, and the name of the younger wasAbiah. 
He also enjoined them to reside and jildge the people, the one 
at the city Bethel, and the other at Beersheba, and divided the 
people into districts that should be under the jurisdiction of each 
of them. Now these men r fford us an evident example and 
demonstration, how some children are not of the like dispositions 
with their parents ; but sometimes perhaps good and moderate, 
though born of wicked parents, and sometimes showing them-
selves to be wicked, though born of good parents; for these men 
turning aside from their father's good courses, and taking a course 
that was contrary to them, perverted justice for the filthy lucre 
of gifts and bribes, and made their determinations nut according 
to truth, nut according to bribery, and turned aside to luxury, 
and a costly way of living ; so that as, in the first place, they 
practised what was contrary to the will of God, so did they, in 
the second place, what was contrary to the will of the prophet 
their father, who had taken a great deal of care, and made 
a very careful provision that the multitude should be righteous. 
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3. But the people, upon these injuries offered to their former 
constitution and government by the prophet's sons, were very 
uneasy at their actions, and came running to the prophet, who • 
then lived at the city Karnali, and informed him of the trans-
gressions of his sons; and said, " that as he was himself ote. 
" already, and too infirm by that age of his to oversee theit 
" affairs in the manner he used to do, so they beired of him, 
" and entreated him, to appoint some person to be king over them, 
" who might rule over the nation, and avenge them of the Mills-
" tines, who ought to be punished for their former Oppressions." 
These words greatly afflicted Samuel, on account of his innate love 
of justice, and his hatred to kingly government, for he was very 
fond of an aristocracy, as what made the men that used it of a 

ivine and happy disposition; nor could he either think of eating 
• sleeping, out of his concern and torment of mind at what they-

bad said, but all the night long did lie continue awake and re-
volved these notions in his mind. 

4. While he was thus disposed, God appeared to him, and 
Comforted him, saying-, "that he ought not to be uneasy at 
44  what the multitude desired, because it was not he, but Himself 

whom they so insolently despised, and would not have to be 
alone their king: that they had been contriving these things 
from the very day. that they came out of Egypt; that however 

" in no long dine they would sorely repent of what the' did, 
A4  which repentance yet could not undo what was thus done for 
" futurity: that they would he sufficiently rebuked for their 

contempt, and the ungrateful conduct they have used towards 
ine, and towards thy prophetic office. So I command thee 

" to ordain tl 	such a one as I shall name beforehand to be 
their lc) 	hen thou halt tirst described what mischiefs 

' kingl 	overnructit will bring upon them, mid Openly testified 
befVre 'them unto what a great change of affairs they arc 
1)“,,ting." 
5. WI(  n Simm:l had heard this, he Gilled the Jews early itt 

he nuoninz, and confessed to them that he WaS to ordain them 
king; but he said that he was first to describe to them what 

would follownyvhA treatment they would receive from their kings, 
nd with  how many miselliefi they must struggle: " for know , 
ve," 	ne, '' that, in the tirsz place, they mill take \ Off  se U 
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" away from you, and they will command some of them to be 
" drivers of their chariots, and some to be their horsemen, and 
" the guards of their body, and others of them to be runners be-
" fore them, and captains of thousands, and captains of hun-
" dreds; they will also make them their artificers, makers of arm-
" our, and of chariots, and of instruments; they will make them 
" their husbandmen also, and the curators of their own fields, 
" and the diggers of their own vineyards; nor will there be any 
" thing which they will not do at their commands, as if they 
" were slaves bought with money. They will also appoint your.  
" daughters to be confectioners, and cooks, and bakers ; and 
" these will be obliged to do all sorts of work which women 
" slaves that are in fear of stripes and torments submit to. 
" They will, besides this, take away your possessions, and bestow 
" them upon their eunuchs, and the guards of their bodies, and 
" will give the herds of your cattle to their own servants; and to 
" say briefly all at once, you, and all that is yours, will be ser-
" vants to your king, and will become no way superior to his 
" slaves : and when you suffer thus, you will thereby be put in 
" mind of what I now say. And when you repent of what you 
" have done, you will beseech God to have mercy upon you, and 
" to grant you a quick deliverance from your• kings ; but he 
" will not accept your prayer, but wit neglect you, and per-
" mit you to suffer the punishment your evil conduct has de- 

served." 
6. But the multitude was still so foolish as to be deaf to these 

predictions of what would helhl them; and too peevish to suffer 
a determination which they had injudiciously once made, to •be 
taken out of their mind ; for they could not be turned fron.1 their 
purpose, nor did they regard the words of Samuel, but peremp-
torily insisted on their resolution, and desired him to ordain them 
a king immediately, and nut to trouble „himself with fears of 
what would happen hereafter, for that it was necessary they 
should have with them one to fight their battles, and to avenge 
them of their enemies, and that it was no way absurd, when 
their neighbours tvcre under kingly govunment, that they should 
have the same form of government also. So when Samuel saw 
that what he had said had not diverted them from their purpoie. 
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ut that they continued resolute, he said, " Go you every one 
home for the present, when it is fit I Will send for you, as soon 
as I shall have learned from God who it is that he %sill give you 
for your king." 

CHAITER I.V. 

The appointment qf a king orer the Israelites, whose name vas 
Soul ; and this by the ewnmand of God. 

THERE  was one of the tribe of Benjamin, a man of 
good uiiily, and of a virtuous disposition ; his name was Kish. 
le had a son, a young man of a comely countenance, and of a 
all lady, but his understanding and his mind were preferable to 
'hat was visible in him; they called him Saul. Now this Kish 
ad some line she-asses that were wandered out or the pasture 
•licrein they fed, fur he was more delighted with these than with 
ny other cattle he had, so he sent out his sun, and one servant 
ith him, to search for the beasts ; but when he had gone over 

us own tribe in search after the asses, he went to other tribes, 
rid when he found them not there neither, he determined to go 
ti,; way home, lest he should occasion any concern to his father 
bout himself. But when his servant that followed hint told 
im as they were near the city of Ratnah, that there was a true 
ropheil in that city, and advised him to go to h.iiii, for that by 
im they would know the upshot of the alihir of their asses, he 
eplied, that it' they should go to him, they had nothing to give 
im as a reward fbr his pi ophecx,.for their subsistence-money was 
pent. The servant answered, that he had still the fourth part 
f a shekel, ,and he would present him with that: for they were 
istaketi out of ignorance, as not knowing that the prophet re-

riv,ectif0 such reward*. So they went to him, and when they 
1 • 
k  before the gates, they lit upon certain maidens that were 

dog to fetch water, and they asked them which was the pro- 

01 	r..-c4 	nii%talce of Suol'q awl his Ecrvattem, as if tt tint: proi•het ofGtAl rtvuld 
(it of; 	 fur fwei.ellitit; what Las ih.t,irt.d of hint; ecc the rote Qu B. 1V. 

   
  



Chap. IV. 	ANTIQUITIF.S OF TILE JEWS. 	 3S1 
.• 

phet's house. They showed them which it was ; and bid•them 
make haste before he sat down to supper, for he had invited 
many guests to a feast, and that he used to sit down betbre those 
that were invited. Now Samuel had then gathered many to-
gether to feast with him on this very account; for while he every 
day prayed to God to tell him beforehand whom he would make, 
king, he had informed him of this man the day before, for that 
he would send him a certain young man out of the tribe of Ben-
jamin about this hour of the day; and he sat on the top of the 
house in expectation of that time's being come. And when the 
time was completed, he came down and.went to supper; so he 
met with Saul, and God discovered to him, that this was he who 
should rule over them. Then. Saul went up to Samuel and sa-
luted him, and desired hint to inform him which was the pro-
phet's house ; for he said he was a stranger and did not know it. 
When Samuel had told him that he himself was the person, he 
led him in to supper, and assured him that the asses were found 
which he had been to seek, and that the greatest of good things 
were assured to him; he replied, " I am too inconsiderable to 
" hope for any such thing, and of a tribe too small to have kings 

made out of it, and of a family smaller than several other fa-
" mules ; but thou tellest me this in jest, and makest me an oh-
" jest of laughter, when thou discourset with me of gmater mat-
" ters than what I stand in need of." However, the prophet led 
him into the feast and made him sit down, him and his servant 
that followed him, above the other guests that were invited, 
which were seventy in number * ; and he gave order to the ser-
vants to set the royal portion before Saul. But when the time 
of going to bed was come, the rest rose up, and every one of them 
went home ; but Saul staid with the prophet, he and his servant, 
and slept with him. 

2. But as soon as it was day, Samuel raised up Saul out of 
his bed, and conducted him homeward ; and when he was o 

e• It seems to me not improbable, that these seventy guests of Samuel as here, with 
himself at the head of them, were a Jewish sanhedriin, and that hereby Samuel intimated 
to Saul, that these seventy-one were to be his constant counsellors, and that ho was to 
act not like a sole monarch, hut with the advice and direction of these seventy-one mem-
bers of the Jewish sanhedrirn upon all 'occasions, which yet we taster read that he con-
sulted afterward. 
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ilte city, he desired him to cause his servant to go before, but to 
tay behind himself, for that he had somewhat to say to him, 

: hen nobody else was preent. Accordingly, Saul sent away 
his servant that followed him ; then did the prophet take a ves-
sel of oil, and poured it upon the bead of the young man, and 
kissed him, and said, " Be thou a king, by the ordination of God, 

0„ 
” against the Philistines, and for avenging the Ile revs for what 
" they have suffered by them ; of this thou sham have a sign, 

. .-.  " which I would have thee take notice of ; as soon as thou art 
." departed hence, thou wilt find three men upon the road, going O.  
" to worship God at "Beth& the first of which thou wilt see car-
" rying three loaves of bread, the second carrying a kid of the 
" goats, and the third will follow them carrying a bottle of wine. 
" These three men will salute thee, and speak kindly to thee, 
" and will give thee two of their loaves, which thou shalt accept 

of. And thence thou shalt come to a place called Ruchael's 
monument, where thou shalt meet with those that will tell thee 
thy asses are found ; after this, when thou contest to Gabatha, 
thou shalt overtake a company of prophets, and thou shalt he 

44  seized with the divine spirit*, and prophesy along with them, 
" till every one that sees thee shall be astonished, and wonder, 
' and say, Whence is it that the min of Kish has arrived at this 

degree of happiness ? And when these signs have happened to 
d‘ thee, know that God is with thee; then do thou salute thy 
.44  father, and thy kindred. Thou shalt also come when I send 
" for thee to Gilgal, that we may of c' thank -offeritlgs to God for 

4  these blessings." When Samuel had said this, and foretold 
hese things, he sent the young man away. Now all things fell 
out to Saul according to the prophecy of Samuel. 

But as soon as Saul came into the house of his kinsman 
beer, whom indeed he loved better than the rest of his relar 
ons, he was asked by him concerning his journey, and what ac-
idents happened to hint therein ; and he concealed none of the 
Cher thin;.,' flom lam, no, not his coming to •Sanmel the 

.proph,.f, nor how he told him the asse5., were found ; hut he said 
nothing to hint about the kingdom, and what belonged thereto, 

he thought would procure hint envy, and when such 

An ilWrinc” of 	divine fury we have aril thu in 14:11 , AV. v• 5 2, 	1 SUM 
b. 	See the like,  Jag.  iii. 10. and ti.;;•1. and xi. 29, mid 	 xiV, a. 
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thinp,,s are heard, they arc not easily believed ; nor did he think 
it prudent to tell those things to him, although he appeared very 
friendly to him, and one whom he loved above the rest of his re-
lations, considering, I suppose, what human nature really is, that 
no one is a firm friend, neither among our intimates, nor of our 
kindred, nor do they preserve that kind disposition when God 
advances men to great prosperity, but they are still ill-natured 
and envious at those that are in eminent station's. 

4. Then Samuel called the people together to the city Mispeb, 
and spake to them in the words following, which he said he was 
to speak by the command of God : that " when he had granted 
" them a state of liberty, and brought their enemies into subjec-
" tion, they were become unmindful of his benefits, and rejected 
" (sod that he should not be their king, as not considering that 
" it would be most for their advantage to be presided over by the 
" best of beings, for God is the best of beings, and they chose to 

have a man for their king, while kings will use their subjects 
" as beasts, according to the violence of their own wills and in-
" elinations, and other passions, as wholly carried away with tlu 
" lust of power, but will not endeavour so to preserve the race of 
" mankind as his own workmanship and creation, which, for 
" that very reason, God would take care of. But since you have 
" come to a fixed resolution, and this injurious treatment of God 
" has quite prevailed over you, dispose yourselves by your tribes 
" and sceptres, and cast lots." 

5. When the Hebrews had so done, the lot fell upon the tribe of 
:Benjamin ; and when the lot was cat for the families of this 
tribe, that which was called Matri was taken ; and when the lot 
was cast for the single persons of that family, Saul, the son of 
Rish, was taken for their king...When the voting man knew this, 
he prevented [their sending for him I. and immediately went 
away, and hid himself. I suppose that it was.  because lie would 
not have it thought that he willingly took the government upon 

nay, lie showorl such a degree of command over himself; 
and of modesty, that while the greatest part are not able to con7  
taro their joy, even in the gaining of small advantages, but pr 
sently show themselves publicly to all men, this man did not 
only show nothing of that nature, when he was appointed to be 
the lord of so many, and so great tribes, but crept away and con- 
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cealed himself.out of the sight of those he was to reign ove;, and 
made them seek him, and that with a good deal of trouble. So . 
when the. people were at a loss, and solicitous, because Saul di-
appeared,the prophet besought God to show where the young . ,4j 
man was, and to produce him before them. So when they had 
learned of God the place where Saul was hidden, they sent men "i  
to bring him, and when he was come, they set him in the midst 
of the multitude. Now he was taller than any 00-them, and his 
stature was very majestic. 

6. Then said the prophet, "God gives you this man to be your 
" king: see how he is higher than any of the people, and worthy 

. 	" of this dominion." So as soon as the people had made acclama-
tion, God save the King, the prophet wrote down what would 
come to pass in a. book, and read it in the hearing of the king, 
and laid up the book in the tabernacle of God,-to be a witness to' 
future generations a what he had foretold. So when Samuel 
had finished this matter, he dismissed the multitude, and came 
himself to the city Ramah, for it was his own country. Saul  i  
also went away to Gibeah, where he was born ; and many good 
men there were who paid 'him the respect that was due to him, 
but the greater part were ill men, who despised him and derided 
the others, who neither did bring him presents, nor did they in 
affection, or even in words, regard to please him. 

CHAPTER V. 

Saul's expedition against the nation of the AmMonites, and vic- 
tory over them, and the spoils he took from them. 

§ 1. AFTER one month, the war which Saul had with Na-
hash, the king of the Ammonites, obtained him respect from all 
the people, fortlhis Nahash had done a great deal of mischief to 
the Jews that lived beyond Jordan by the expedition he had made 
against therri with a great and warlike army He also reduced 
their cities into slavery, and that not onlyby subduing them for 
the present, which he did by force and violence ; but weakening 
them by subtilty and cunning, that they might not be able after- 

of the slavery they were under to him ; for he 
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nt out the right eyes * of those that either delivered themselves 
o him upon terms, or were taken 4:tv him in war ; and this he 
id, that when their left, eyes were covered by their shields, they 
fight he wholle u.e'ICS'f,  in war. Now when the 	Of the 
unnonites had served those beyond .!ortlatt in this manner, he 

ed his army agaitist those that were called Gileadites ; and hay-
ug pitched his camp at the metropolis of his enemies, which was 
to city Jaw :sit, he sent ambassadors to them, commanding 

hem either to deliver themselves np, on condition to have their 
ight eyes plucked out, or to undergo a siege, and to have their 
pities overthrown. Ile gave them their choice, whether they 
mild cut off a small member of their body, or universally 
erish. flowerer, the Gileatlites were so affrighted at these of-
ers, that they had not courage to say any thing to either of 
tem, neither that they would deliver.  themselves up,. nor that 
hey would tight hint. But they desired that he would give them 
even days' respite, that they might scud ambassadors to their 
ountrymen, and entreat their assistance; and if they came to 

. 	• assist then' they would tight, but it that assistance were hnpos- 
ible to he obtained from;[  them, they stt'Al they would deliver 
hemselves up to suffer whatever he pleased to inflict upon 

• 
12. So Nahash, contemning the multitude of the Gileadites, 

'rid the answer they gave, allowed them a respite, and gave 
em leave to send to ‘vhomsoever they pleased for assistance. 
°Alley immediately sent to the Israelites, city by city, and in- 
rmed them what Nahash had threatened to do to them, and 
hat great distress they were in. Now the people fell into tears 
nd grief, at the hearing of what the ambassadors from Jabesh 
id, and the terror they were is permitted them to do nothing 
ore. But when the messengers were come to the city of king 
aul, and declared the dangers in whieh the inhabitants of Ja-
esh were, the people were in the stone affliction as those in the 
then cities, for they lamented the calamity of those related to 
tem. And when Saul was returned from his husbandry into 
be city, he found his fellow-citizens weeping ; and when, upon 

Take here Theodords note, cited by Dr. Hudson : " lie that exycHes his shield to 
the enemy with his lett haw], thereby hides his left eye, and Inolis at the enemy with 
hit right eye: Le therefore that [ducks out that eye, makes men useless in war." 
rh. 	 c 
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inquiry, he had learned the cause of the confusion and sadness 
they were in, he was seized with a divine fury, and sent away the 
ambassadors from the inhabitants of Jabesh; and promised them 
to come to their assistance on the third day, and to beat their 
enemies before sun-rising, that the sun upon its rising might see 
that they had already conquered, and were freed from the fears 
they were under : but lie bid some of them stay conduct them 
the right way to Jabesh. 

3.  So being desirous to turn the people to this war against the 
Ammonites by fear of the losses they should otherwise undergo, 
and that they might the more suddenly be gathered together, he 
cut the sinews of his oxen, and threatened to do the same to all 
such as did not come with their armour to Jordan the next day, 
and follow him and Samuel the prophet whithersoever they 
should lead them. So they came together, out of fear of the 

-losses they were threatened with, at the appointed time. And 
the multitude were numbered at the city Bezek. And he found 
the number of those that were gathered together, besides that of 
the tribe of Judah, to be seven hundred thousand, while those of 
that tribe were seventy thousand. So he passed over Jordan, and 
proceeded in marching all that night, thirty furlongs, and came 
to Jabesh before sun-rising. So he divided the army into, three 
Companies : and fell upon their enemies on every side on the 
sudden, and when they expected no such thing : and joining 
battle with them, they slew a great many of the Ammonites, as 
also their king Nahash. This glorious action was done by Saul, 
and was related with great commendation of him to all the He-
brews; and he thence gained a wonderful reputation for his va-
lour; for although there were some of them that contemned him 
before, they,,pw changed their minds, and honoured him, and 
esteemed him; as the best of men : for he did not content him-
self with having saved the inhabitants of Jabesh only, but he 
made an expedition into the country of the Ammonites and laid 
it all waste, and took a large prey, and so returned to his own 
country most gloriously : so the people were greatly pleaSed at 
these excellent performances of Saul's, and rejoiced that they had 
coustittited him their king. They also made a clamour, 
those that pretended he would be of no advantage to their affairs; 
and they, lAid, Where nov/are thesemen ? let them be brought  '0 
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punishment, with all the like things that multitudes do usnrilly 
say, when they are elevated with pro3peritv, against those that 
lately had despised the authors of it. But Saul, although he 
took the good-will and th, affection of these men very kindly, 
yet did he swear. that he _tad not see any of his coontrytnen 
slain that day, since it was absurd to mix this victory, NvIdelt God 
had given them,•with the blond and slaughter of those that were 
of the same image with themselves ; and that it was more agree-
able to be men of a friendly disposition, and so to betake them-
selves to feasting.  

4. And when Samuel had told them that he oughtto confirm 
the kingdom to Saul by a second ordination of Itint,.they all 
came together to the city Gilgal, for thither did he command 
them to come. So the prophet anointed Soul with the holy oil, 
in the sight of the multitude, and declared him to be king the 
second tune : and so the government of the Hebrews was 
changed into a regal government : for in the days of iNfolfes, and 
his disciple Joshua, who was their general, they cOntinued un 
der an aristocracy, but after the death of Joshua, fur eighteen 
years in all, the multitude had NO settled form of government, 
but were in all anarchy : after which they returned to tlAr 
former government, they then permitting themselves to he 
judged by him who appeared to he thebest x.:arrior, and Most 
courageous, whence it was that they called this interval of 
their government The Judges. 

5. Then did Samuel the prophet call another assembly also, 
and said to them, " I solemnly adjure you by God Almighty,,,  
" who brought those excellent brethren, I mean Moses and 
" Aaron, into the world, and delivered our fathers from the. , 
" Egyptians, and from the slaery they endured under them, 
'' that you NVill not speak what von say to gratify me, nor snp- 
" press any thing out of fear of me, hor be overborne by any 
" other passion, but say, what have I ever done that was cruel or 
" unjust ; or what have I done out of lucre or covetousness, or, 
" to gratify others ? Bear witness against me, if I have taken an of 
" or a sheep, or any such thing, which yet when they are Halt to 
" support men, it is esteemed blameless; or have I taken an ass 
" for mine own use of any one to his grief ? Lay some one 
" such crime to my charge, now we tire in your king's presence." 

c 
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But they cried' out, that no such thing had been done by him, 
but that he had presided...over the nation after a holy and 
righteous manner.  

(.;. Hereupon Samuel, when such a testimony had been given 

1L  
'  him by them all, said, " Since you grant that you are not able 
,"  to lay any ill thing to my charge hitherto, come on now, and 
" do you hearken while I speak with great freedoin to you. You 

have been guilty of great impiety against God, in asking you a 
C4  king. It behoves you to remember, that our grandfather 
4, Jacob came down into Egypt by reason of a famine with 
" seventy souls only of our family, and that their posterity 
" multiplied there to many ten thousands, win in the Egyptians 
,, brought into slavery and hard oppression ; that God himself, 
" upon time prayers of our fathers, sent Moses and Aaron, who 
“ were brethren, and gave them pw.ver to deliver the multi-
i4, tulle out of their distress, and this without a king. These 
4, 	 .. brought us into this very land which you now possess : and 
.4, when you enjoyed these advantngcs from God, you betrayed 
.,, his wOrship and religion ; nay, moreover, when you were 
4 , brought under the hands of your enemies, he delivered you, 
4, first by rendering you superior to the Assyrians and their forces, 
46  he theen made you to overcome the Ammonites and Moabites, 
44  and last of all the Philistines : and these things have been 
4, achieved under the conduct of ieplaha and Gidcon. What 
{`,madness therefore possessed you to fly from God, and to desire 
" to 'be under a king? yet• have I ordained him for king whom 
44. he chose for you. however, that I may make it plain to you, 
4, that God is. ;witty amid diipleased at your choice of kingly 
,, government, 1 will so dispose him that he shall declare this 

14‘ very plainly to you by strange signals; for what none of you 
-" ever saw here before, 1 mean a winter storm in the midst of 
1  bar 	 di, I will ehtreat of God,and will make it visible to you." ir  
Noviiii 	soon as he had said this, God gave such great signals by 
thuoder and lightning, and the descent of hail, as attested the 
quilt of all that the prophet had said, insomuch that they were 

I, 	r. lteland chservez here, and prover elsewhere in his note on Antiq. B. III. cll. i. 
5., that although thunder and lightning with us usually happen in summer, yet it 

Palestine and Syria they pre chiefly confined to winter. Josephus takes notice of tli 
awe thing again, Of the War, B. IV. chap. iv. §;,. tut. IV. 
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amazed and terrified, and confessed they had sinned, and had 
fallen into the sin through ignorance ; and besought the prophet, 
as one that was a tender and gentle father to them, to render• 
God so merciful as to forgive this their sin, which they had added 
to those other offences whereby they had affronted him and 
transgressed against 1►im. So he promised them that he would 
beseech God, and persuade him to forgive them their sins. 
However, lie advised them to be righteous, and to be good, and 
ever to remember the miseries that had befallen them on ac-
count of their departure from virtue : as also to remember the 
strange signs God had showed them, and the body of laws that 
Moses had given them, if they had any desire of being preserved 
and made happy with their king. But lie said, that if they 
should grow careless of these things, great judgements would 
come f►•om God upon them; and upon their king. And when 
Samuel had thus prophesied to the Hebrews, he dismissed them 
to their own homes, haying confirmed the kingdom to Saul the 
second time. 

CII.I.PTER VI. 

'fine the Philistines made another expedition against the fTc- 
brc•trs, and were hellen. 

§ 1. NOW Saul chose out of the multitude about three thou-
sand men, and he took two thousand of them to be the guards of 
his ot%n body, and abode in the city Bethel, but he.gave the rest 
Of them to Jonathan his son to ha the guards of his body; and 
scut them to Gibeah, where he besieged and took a certain gar-
rison of time l'hiliAines, not fat front Gilgit', for the Philistines 
of Gibeah had beaten the Jews, and taken their weapon's 
away, and had put garrisons into the strongest places of the 
country, and had forbidden them to carry any instrument of 
iron, or at all to make use of any iron in any case what-
soever. And on account of this prohibition it was, that the hus-
bandmen, if they had occasion to sharpers any of their tools, 
whether it were the coulter or the spade, or any instrument of 
husbandry, they came to the Philistines to do it. Now as soon 
as the Philistines heard of this slaughter of 'their garrison, they 
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were in rage about it, and looking on this contempt as a terrible 
affront offered them, they made war against the Jews, with three 
hundred thousand foot-men, and thirty thousand chariots, and six 
thousand horses; and they pitched their camp at the city Mich- 

. 

	

	When Saul, the king of the Hebrews, was informed of 
this, lie went down to the city Gilgal, and made proclamation 
over all the country, that they should try to regal* their liberty; 
and called them to the war against the Philistines, diminishing 
their forces, and despising them as not veryconsidcrable, and as. 
not so great but they might hazard a battle with them. But 
when the people about Saul observed how numerous the Philis-
tines were, they were under a great consternation ; mid some of 
them hid themselves in caves, and in dens underground, but  the 
greater part fled into the land beyond Jordan, which belonged 
to Gad and Reubel. 

2. But Saul sent to the prophet, and called him to consult 
with Lim about the war, and the public affair.;t: so he commanded 
him to stay there for him, and to prepare sacrifices, for he would 
come to him within seven days, that they might offer sacrifices 
on the seventh day, and might then join battle with their ene-
mies. So he waited*, as the prophet sent to him to do; yet 

* Saul aceme to have staid till near the time of the claming  sncrifce, on the se,enth 
day, which Samuel the prophet of Coil liad appointed him, but nut till the end of that 
day, as he ought to have dete;  and Samuel api.cars, by delaying  to curia to the full 
time of rbe e%ening  sacrifice on that seventh day, to base tried him, (who seems to have 
been alr;uily for 'time time declining fropt his strict. and ',minion subordination to 
God and his prophet ;  to have taken life-guards fur himself and his son, which was en-
tirely a 'view  thing  in I-rael, and savoured of a distrust of Cod's providence ; and to ha4 
affected more than he ought, that indt p.:thletit authority which the pagan kings took to 
then, t acs: ;  Samuel, I say, seems to have here Wird Saul, wht titer he would stay till 
the priest came, who Rhine could lawfully offer dui auerifices, nor would Gldly and pro-
fanely usurp the priest's office, which IQ t ent  Ming upon, was justly rejected lor his pro- 

	

fanene 	. Conant. Apord..B. II, el,....vii. And, indeed, since Saul had accepted lo, 
kkingly • 

p 
 which, nut malty become, ungovernable and tyrannical, as Cod foretold, and 

11104Aperienee of ell age.. has shown, the &sine settlement by Aloses had soon been. 
laitliltIc under the kings, had not Co I, by keeping  strictly to Ilk law:, and severely ex-
cottlit,g the thretarettittga :In rein contnited, rratioined Sett' and saint kings in some de-

117e  e  of (.111110.11re to himself:  itnr wit. even this enmity Audit lent to restrain most of the .". 	. 
'future kings oihn.tei,snd Junta), f ront the grossest idolut gy and impiety. Of the advatr-
. tage of whi•lt stliet ttess, indthe observing divine law, and inflicting  their threatened 
peruNlibee Anti('  B. VI. clop. aii. § ,7. and Contra At  Ma. LI; II. 4 00. where Jose-
phtuisPrks of that matter ;  though it mint be noted that it series, at least in three it' 
stunecivtliat good men did not always immediately approve of such divine  serenity. 

	

1;1; 	
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did not he however observe 'the command that was given him, 
but when he saw that the prophet tarried longer than he ex-
pected, and that he was deserted by the soldiers, he took the sa-
crifices and offered them ; and when he heard that Samuel was 
come, he went out to meet him. But the prophet said he had 
not done well in disobeying the injunctions he had sent to him, 
and had not staid till his coming; which being appointed ac-
cording to the will of God, he had prevented him in offering up 
those prayers, and those sacrifices, that he should have made for 
the multitude, and that he therefore had performed divine offices 
in an ill manner, and had been rash in performing them. Here-
upon Saul made an apology for himself, and said, " that he had 
" waited as many days as Samuel had appointed him ; that he 
" had been so quick in .offering his sacrifices, upon account of 
" the necessity he was in, and because his soldiers were departing 
" from him, out of their fear of the enemy's camp at Michmash, 
" the report being gone abroad that they were coming down 
" upon him to Gilgal." To which Samuel replied, " Nay, 
" certainly, if thou hadst been a righteous man*, and hadst not 
" disobeyed me, nor slighted the commands which.  God sug-
"gested io me concerning the present state of affairs, and hadst 
" not acted more hastily than the present circumstances required, 
" thou wouldest haVe been permitted to reign 1i long time, and 
"illy posterity after thee." So Samuel being grieved at what 

There seems to be one instance, I Sam. vi. 19, 20. another, I Sans. xv. I I. and a third, 
2 Sam. vi. s, 9. Antiq. B. VI. ch. vii. § 2. though they all at lest acquiesced in the divine 
e.ndaet, us knowing that God is wiser than men. 

4  By this answer of Samuel, and that from a divine commission, which is fuller in 
1 Sam. xi ii. 14. and by that parallel note in the Apostol kat Constitutions just now quoted, 
concerning the great wickedness of Saul in venturing, even under a seeming necessity 
of affairs, to usurp the priest's office, and offer sacrifice without the priest, we are, in 
sonic degree, able to answer that queation which I hare ever thought a very hard one, 
viz. Whether, if there were a city or country of lay Chritoirs without any clergyman, 
it were lawful for the laity alone to baptize, or celebrate the eucharist, &c., or indeed 
whether they alone could ordain themselves either bishops, priests, or deacons, for the 
due performance of sw•h sacerdotal ministration; or whether they ought not rather, till 
they procure clergymen to conic among them, to confine themselves within those hounds 
of piety and Christianity, which belong alone to the laity; welt particularly as are re-
commended in the first book of theApostolical Constitutions, which peculiarly concern the 

and are intimated in Clement's undoubted epistle, § 40. To which latter opinion I 
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happened, returned home.; but Saul came to. the city Gibeah, 
with his son Jonathan, baKing only six hundred men with him 
and of these the greater 'part 'had no weapons, because of the 
scarcity of iron in that. country, as well as of those that could 
make such weapons; 	as we showed a little heibre, the Phi- 
listines had not sUffered them to hate such iion, or such► work- 

Now the Philistines divided their army inio three corn- 
panic., and took as many roads, and laid waste the coutitiv of the 
Hebrews, while king Saul and his son Jtintaltati saw that was 
done, hut werc not able to defend the land, as no more than six 
hundred men \vete with them. But as he, and his son, and 
A hiali the high-priest, who was of the posterity of Eli the  high- 
priest, were sitting upon a pretty  high hill, and seeing the land 
laid waste, they were mightily disturbed at it. NoW Saul's son 
,agreed with his armour bc.irer, that they would go privately to 
the enemy's camp, and inalee a tumult, and a disturbance among 
them. And when the armour-bearer had readily promised to 
follow him whitherscever he should leiid Limn, thought 11e 
should be oldiL;a:d to (lie in the attempt; Jonathan made 
use of the young man's tu,sistance, and deseeialed from the 
Lill, and went to their enemies. Now the encm)"s camp 
was upon a precipice, which had three tops, that ended in 
a small but sharp and long extremity, while there was a rock 
that surrounded them, like lines made to prevent the attacks of 
an enemy. There it so happened, that the out-guards of the 
camp were neglected, because of the security that here arose 
from tlie situation of the place, and because they thought it al-
together impossible, not only to ascend up to the camp on that 
quarter, but* much as to come near it. As soon therefore as 
they came to the camp, Jonathan c twouraged his armour-bearer, 
and said to him, " Let is attack our enemies; and if when they 

see ii they bid us come up to tlwm, tithe that for a signal of 
; but if they say nothing, us not intending to invite us 

cc  t 	 tue up, let 	return hank au•ain." SO token they were 
arp Ithilig to the enemies' (Amp, In t after break of day, and 

' the Philistines saw them, they said one to another, " The 
" Hebrews conic out of their dens and caves :" and they said to 

• Jonathan and to his armour-bearer, " Cimie on, ascend up to 
" us, that we may inflict a just punishment upon you, for your 
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" rash attempt upon us." So Saul's son accepted of that invita-
tion, as what signified to him victory, and he immediately came • 
out of the place whence they were seen by their enemies: so he 
changed his place, and came to the rock which had none to guard 
it, because of its own strength; from thence they crept up with 
great labour and difficulty, and so far overcame by force the 
nature of the place, till they were'able to fight with their ene-
mies. So they fell upon theta as they were asleep, and slew 
about twenty of them, and thereby filled them with disorder 
and surptisc, insomuch that some of them threw away their 
entire armour and fled; but the greatest part not knowing one 
itnother, because th.cy were or different nations, suspected one 
another to be enemies (fir they did not imagine there were 
only two of the Hebrews that came up), and so they fought one 
against another; and smite of them died in the battle, and some, 
as they were flying away, were thrown down from the roc): . 
headlong. 

3. Now Saul's watchmen told the king, that the camp of the 
Philistines was in confusion; then he inquired whether any body 
was gone away front the army; and when he heard that his son, 
and with him his armour-bearer, were absent, he bid the high-
priest take the garments 'of his high-priesthood, and prophesy to 
hint what •success they should haver who said, " that they 
" should get the vietory,•and prevail against their enemies." So 
he went out after the 'Philistines, and set upon them as they 
were slaying one another. Those also came running to hint, 
who had fled to dens and caves, upon hearing that Saul was 
gaining a victory. When therefore the number of the Hebrews 
that came to Saul amounted to about ten tilt a,and, he pursued 
the  enemy, who were scattered ail over the country ; but then 
he fell into an action, which was a very unhappy one, and liable 
to be very much blamed; for w hether out of ignorance, or whe-
ther out of joy for a victory gained so strangely (for it frequently 
happens, that persons so fortunate are not then able to use their 
rcascin consistently), as he was desirous to avenge ItinasAf, and to 
exact a due punishment of the Philistines, he denounced* a 

• "Ibis rah vow or curse of Saul's which Jolcptuil says was confirmed by the people, 
and yet not executed, L suppose principally, because Jonathan did not know  of it, is 
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urse upon the Hebrews, " that if any one put a stop to hiA 
" slaughter of the enemy, .and fell on eating, and left off the 
" slaughter or the pursuit before the night came on, and obliged 
" them so to do, he should be accursed." Now after Saul - had 

. .  denounced this curse, since they were now in a wood belonging 
o the tribe of Ephraim, which was thick and full of bees, Saul's 

son, who did not hear his father denounce that curse, nor hear 
f the approbation the multitude gave to it, broke* off a piece of 

R  honeycomb, and ate part of it. But, in the mean time, he was 
informed with what a curse his father had forbidden them to 
taqe any thing before sun-setting: so he left off eating, and 
said, " His father had not done well in this prohibition, because, 

had they taken some food, they had pursued the enemy with 
" greater vigour and alacrity, and had both taken and slain many 
" more of their enemies."  

4. When Therefore they had slain many ten thousands of the 
Philistines, they fell upon spoiling the camp of the Philistines, 
but not till late in the evening. They also took a great deal of 
prey and cattle, and killed them, and cat them with their blood. 
This was told to the king by the scribes, that the multitude were 
sinning against God, as they sacrificed, and were eating before 
the blood was well washed away, and the flesh was made clean. 
Then did Saul give order that a great stone should be rolled 
into the midst of them, and he made proclamation that they 

'kith 
kill their sacrifices upon it, and ilbt feed upon the flesh 

'kith  the blood, for that was not acceptable to God. And when 
all the people did as the king commanded them, Saul erected 

n altar there, and offered burnt-offerings upon it to Gud 4'. This 

. .  .as the first altar that Saul built. 

very renuttkable; it being of the essence of the obligation of all laws, that they he suffi-
ciently kviown and promulgated, otherwise the conduct of Providence, as to the sacredness 
of solemn oaths and votts, in God's refuting to answer by Urim, till this breach of Saul's 
vow or curse.wa; understood and set right, and God propitiated by public prayer, is here 
very remarkable, as indeed it is every where else in the Old Testament. 

• litre we hate still more. indications of Saul's affectation of despotic power, and of 
Ids entrenching upon the priesthood, and making and endeavouring to execute a rash 
vow or curse without consulting Samuel, or the sanhedrim. In this view it is also that I 
look upon this erection of a new altar by Saul, and his offering of burnt-offerings him-
self upon it, and not us any proper instance of devotion or religion, with other commen- 

l
ign  to vs. 
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5. So when Saul was desirous of leading his men to the ene-  1 

my's camp before it was day, in order to plunder it, and when  .r 
the soldiers were not unwilling to follow him, but indeed showed 
great readiness to do as he commanded them, the king called  ii 
Ahitub the high-priest, and enjoined him to know of God, whe-
ther be would grant him the favour and permission to go against  • 
the enemy's camp, in order to destroy those that were in it. And  4 
when the priest said, that God did not give any answer : " And  .i  
" not without some cause," said Saul, ".does God refuse to answer I 
" what we inquire of him, while yet a little while ago he de-
" 

 
clared to us all that we desired beforehand, and even prevented 

" us in his answer. To be sure, there is some sin against him 
" that is concealed from us, which is the occasion of his silence. i 
" Now I swear by him himself, that though he that bath com-
" mitted this :sin should prove to be my own son Jonathan, I 
" will slay him, and by that means will appease the anger of 
" God against us, and that in the very same manner as if I were 
" to punish a stranger, and one not at all related to me, for the 
" same offence." So when the multitude cried out to him so to 
do, he presently set all the rest on one side, and he and his on 
stood on the other side, and lie sought to discover the offender 
by lot. Now the lot appeared to fall upon Jonathan himself. 
So when he was asked by his.father what sin he had been -guilty 
of; 'and what he was conscious of in the course of his life that 
might be esteemed instances of guilt or profaneness; his answer 
was this, " 0 father, I have done nothing more than that yester-
" day, without knowing of the curse•  and oath thou hadst de-
" flounced, while I was in pursuit of the enemy, 1 tasted of a 
" honeycomb." But Saul sware that he would slay him, and 
prefer the observation of his oath before all the ties of birth 
and, of nature, And Jonathan was not dismayed at this threat-
ening of death, but offering himself to it generously, and un-,  
dauntedly, he said, " Nor do I desire you, father, to spare me : 
" death will be to me very acceptable, when it proceeds from 
" thy piety, and after a glorious victory; for it is the greatest 
" consolation to me, that I leave the Hebrews victorious' over 
" the Philistines." Hereupon all the people were :very sorry, 
and greatly afflicted for Jonathan, and they swore that they 
would not overlook Jonathan, and see him die, who was the 
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author of their victory. By which means they snatched him out 
of the danger he was ir. from his father's curse, chile 
,hey made their prayers to God also for the young man, that he 
would remit his sin. 
, 6. So Saul having slain about sixty thousand of the enemy, 
eturned home to hip own city, and reigned happily : and he 
!so fought against the neighbouring nations, an subdued the 

..  tomonites, and Moabites, and Philistines, and ...domites, and 
,  malekites, as also the king of Zobah. lie had three male 
. hildren, Jonathan, and Isui, and Melchi-shwa; with Merab 

'and Michal his daughters. He had also Abner, his uncle's son, 
‘Lfor

, 
 the captain of his host : that uncle's name was Ncr. Now 

,Ner,  and Kish the father of Saul, were brothers. Saul had also 
a great many chariots and horsemen : against whomsoever he k

'  
nude2 war he returned conqueror, and advanced the affairs of 
he Hebrews to a great degree of success and prosperity, and 

- made them superior to other nations: and he made such of the 
thing men that were remarkable for tallness and comeliness, the 0

1
( 
, uards of his body. 

CHAPTER 1"11. 

Saul'..? rear wiih the jln 	and eunqueNt of them. 

111 	 , 1. N 01,V Samuel came unto Saul, and said to hint, that 
..‘ he was sent by God to put him in mind that God had preferred I

'  

,  him before all others, and ordained him king ; that he there-

il,

'' fore ought to he obedient to him, and to submit to his autho-
r HIV, as considering, that though he had the dominion over the . 
,. other tribes, yetthat God had the dominlidominionover him, and 

over all thinrArl'hat accordingly God said to him, that be- . ? cause the .14ffekites did the Hebrews a great deal of mischief 
wiule they Ake„  in the wilderness, and when, upon their com-

. . ini.; out of l4)!pt, they were making their way to that country 
”  which is tam' their own, I enjoin thee to punish the Amalekites, 
" by makiwi war against than ; and when thou halt subdued 
" them, tot leave none of them alive, but to pursue them through 

r 
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" every age, and to slay them, beginning with the. women and 
" the infants, and to require this as•a punishment to be inflicted 
" upon them for the mischief they did to our forefather. To 
" spare nothing, neither asses nor other beasts, nor to reserve. 
" any of them for your own advantage and possession, but 
" to devote them universally to God, and, in obedience to the 
" commands of Moses, to blot out the name of Amalek en-
" tirelv*." 

.2. So Saul promised to do what he was commanded ; and 
supposing that his obedience to God would be shown, not only in 
making war against the Amalekites, but more fully in the rea-
diness and quickness of his proceedings, he made no delay, but 
itnniediately gathered together all his forces; and when he had 
numbered diem in CHO, he found them to be about four hun-
dred thousand of the Israelites, besides the tribe of Judah, for 
that tribe contained by itself thirty thousand. Accordingly Saul 
made an irruption into the country of the Amalekites, and set 
many men in several parties  Pt I ambush at the ricer, that, so he 
might not only do them a mischief by open fighting, but might 
fall upon them unexpectedly in the ways, and might thereby 
compass them round about, and kill them. And when he had 
joined battle with the enemy, he beat them, and pursuing them 
as they fled, he destroyed them all, Afid when that undertaking 
had succeeded, according as God had foretold, he set upon the 
cities of the Amalekites; he besieged them, and took them by 
force, partly by warlike machines, partly by mines dug under 
ground, and partly by building walls on the outsides. Some 
they starved out with famine, and some they gained by other 
methods; and after all, he betook himself to slay the women 
and the children, and thought he did not act therein either 
barbarously or inhumanly; first, because they were enemies 
whom he thus treated, and, in the next place, because it W119 

• The reason of this say( City distinctly givcn, I Sam. xv. Id. "Go, and uttcrly de-
stroy the inners," the Amolekites: our indeed do ter ever fneet with these Amahlates hut 
as v”ry cruel and 616°4 people, and particularly seeking to injure nml utterly to dcstrny 
the nation  of !wad, Exotl. xvii. 9-16. Numb. xiy..1;,. amt. xxv. 17-19. Judg. vi. 
G. 1 Sam. xv. 3:3. P. laxxili. 7. and :Ova: all, the must barbarons of all cruelties, that 
of Haman the Agagite, or ow.  of the posterity of Agag,  the nld king; of tlir• AmlfAitcs. 
t nett. iii. 1-15. 
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done by the command of God, whom it was dangerous not to 
obey. He also took Agag, the enemies' king, captive; the beauty 

nd tallness of whose body he admired so much, that be thought 
him worthy of preservation: yet was not this done however ac-
cording to the will of God, but by giving way to human pas-
ionS, and suffering himself to be moved with an unseasonable 

Commiseration, ina point where it was not safe foren to indulge 
it ; for God hated the nation of the Amalekites to such a degree, 
that he commanded Saul to have no pity on even those int'ants 
which we by nature chiefly compassionate; hut Saul preserved 
'their king and governor from the miseries which the Hebrews 
brought on the people, RS if he preferred the fine appearance of 
the enemy to the metnory of what God had sent him about. 
he multitude were also guilty, together with Saul ; for they 

Spared the herds and the flocks, and took them for a prey, when 
Cod had commanded they should not spare them. They also 
curried off with them the rest of their tvealih and riches, but if 
there were any thing that was not wolthy of regard, that they 
destroyed. 
'  3. But when.  Saul had conquered all these Amalekites that 
cached from Pelusium of Egypt to the Red Sea, he laid waste 

all the rest of the -enemy's country: but for the nation of the 
Shechemitcs, he did not touch them, although they dwelt iu the 

cry irtitddle of the country of Midian; for before the battle, Saul 
ad sent to them, and charged them to depart thence, lest they 

should he .partakers of the miseries of the Amalekites, for he had 
a just occasion for saving them, since they were of the kindred 

I Rag-uel, Moses's father-in-law. 
4. 1-4(ipon Saul returned home with joy, for the glorious 

'things lie ad done, and for the co.iquest of his enemies, as though 
e bad not neglected any thing which the prophet had enjoined 
lint to do, when he was going to make war with the Amalekites, 
mid as though he had exactly observed all that he ought to have 
one. But God tvas grieved that the king of the Amalekites 
as prerved alive, and that the multitude had seized on the 

'tattle for a pre because these things were done without his 
ermission ; for he thought it an intolerable thing, that they 

should conquer and overcotne their enemies by that power which 
Ile gave them, and then that he himself should be so grossly 

   
  



Chap. "VII. 	ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 	 399 

despised and disobeyed by them, tbat a mere man that was a 
king would nut hear it. He therefore told Samuel the prophet, 
that he repented that he had made Saul king, while he (lid no-
thing that he had commanded him, but indulged his own incli-
nations. When Samuel heard that, he was in confusion; and 
began to beseech God all that night to be reconciled to Saul, and 
not to be angry with him ; but he did not grant that forgiveness 
to Saul which the prophet asked for, as not deeming it a tit thing 
to grant forgiveness of [such] sins at his entreaties, since injuries 
do not otherwise grow su great as by the easy tempers of those 
that are injured; for while • they hunt after the glory of being 
thought gentle and good-natured, before they are aware they 
produce other sins: As soon therefore as God had rejected the 
intercession of the prophet, and it plainly appeared he would not 
change his mind, at break of day Samuel came to Saul to Gilgal. 
When the king saw him, he ran to him, and embraced him, and 
said, " return thanks to God, who 'lath given me the victory, 
" for i have performed every thing that he hath commanded me." 
To which Samuel replied, " How is it then that I hear the 
" bleating of the sheep, and the lowing of the greater cattle, in 
•" the camp?" Saul made answer, that "the people had reserved 
" them for sacrifices; but that, as to the nation of the Ainalch-
" ites, it %vas entirely destroyed, as lus had received it in coin-
" mand to see done, and that no one man was left, but that he 
" had saved alive the king alone, and brought him to him, con- 

cerning whom he said they would advise together what should 
" be done with him." But the prophet said, " God is not de-
" lighted with sacrifices, but with good and with righteous men, 
" who are such us follow his will and his laws, and never think 
" that any thing is well done by diem but when they do it as . 
" God had commanded them: that he then looks upon himself 
" as affronted, not when any one does not sacrifice, hut when 
" any one appears to be disobedient to him. But that from 
" those who do no: obey hini, nor pay him that duty which is 
" the alone 'true and acceptable worship, he will not kindly ac-
" cept their oblations, be those they offer never so many and so 
" fat, and be the presents they make hint never so ornamental, 
" nay, though they were made of gold and silver themselves, but he 
" will reject them, and esteem them instances e; wickedness, 
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and not of piety. And that he is delighted with those that 
" still bear in mind this one thing, and this only, how to do that 
c' whatsoever it he, which God pronouncee or commands for 
" them to do, and to choose rather to die than to transgress any 
"of those commands; nor does he require so much as a sacrifice 
" from them. And when these 'do sacrifice, though it be a wean 

A " oblation, he better accepts of it as the honour o • poverty, than 
" such oblations as come from the richest men tat offer them 
" to him. Wherefore take notice, that thou art under the wrath 
" of God, for thou bast despised and neglected what he cow-/" 

!pander' thee. How dolt thou then suppose that he Will re-
" speet a sacrifice out of such things as he Lath doomed to 
" destruction? unless perhaps thou doss imagine that it is almost 
" all one to offer it in sacrifice to God as to destroy it. Do thou 
" therefore expect that thy kingdom will be taken from thee, and 
" that authority• which thou bast abused by such insolent helm-
" viour, as to neglect that God who bestowed it upon thee." 
Then did Saul confess, that he had acted unjustly, and did not 
deny that he had sinned, because he had tiansgressed the injunc-
tions of the prophet ; but he said, that it was out of a dread and 
fear of the soldiers, that he did not prohibit and restrain them when 
they seized on the prey. " But Ibrgive me," said he, " and he 
" merciful to me, fbr 1 will be cautious how I offend for the time 
" to come." He also entreated the prophet to go back with him, 
that he might offer his thank-offerings to God ; but Samuel went 
home, because he saw that God would not be reconciled to 
him. • 

5. But then Saul was so desirous to retain Samuel, that he took 
hold of his cloak, and because the vehemence of Samuel's depar-
ture made the motion be violent, the cloak was rent. Upon 
which the prophet said, that after the 'awe manner should the 
kingdom be rent front him, and that a good :aid a just man 
should take it ; that God persevered in what he had decreed 
about him ; thitt to be mutable and changeable in what is de-
tcrinned, is ii6recable to human passions only, but is not agree-
able to the divine(wcr. Hereupon Saul said, that he had been 
wicked, but thartv tat was done could not he undone : he there-
fore desired him to honour him so far, that the multitude might 
see that he would accompany him in worshipping God. So Sa- 
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mud granted hint that favour, and %rent with him and worship-
ped God. Agag also, the king of the AmaIckites, was brought 
to him ; and when the king asked, llow bitter death was ? Sa-
muel said : "As.thou bast made many of the Hebrew mothers to 
" lament and bewail their children, so shalt thou, by thy death, 
" cause thy mother to lament thee also." Accordingly he gave or-
der to slay liim immediately at Gilgal, and then went away to 
• he city Vainah. 

CI 

ilow upon Soul's 	 if Ho,  prophet'., commands, Sa- 
muel ()Maine., another per ,on to be kin,:s privately, whose twine 
teas David, as God commanded him. 

§ t. Now Saul being sensible of the miserable condition he 
pad brought himself into, and that he had made God to be his 
enemy, he went up to his royal palace at Gibeah, which 11:11110 
denotes a bill, and after that day he came no more into the s 	 pre- 
ence of the prophet. And N% lm  Samuel mourned for him,  t  
_Tod bid Lim leave off his concern for him, and to take the holy 

oil, and 1'0 to 13ethlehem to Jesse, tke son of Obed, and to 
anoint such of his sons as he should show hint for their future 
king. But Samuel said, he was afraid lest Saul, when he came 
to know of it, should kill him, either by some pi ivate method car 
even openly. Rut upon God's suggesting to him a safe way of 

ing thither, lie came to the forementioned city ; and when lit 
ey all saluted hint, and asked, what was the occasion of his 

routing, he told them, he cune to sacrifice to God. When, 
therefore, he had gotten the sacrifice ready, he called Jes.,e and 
his sorts to pat tithe of those sacrifices ; and w hen he saw Iii• 
eldest son to be a tall and handsome man, he guessed by his 
rowdiness that he was the person who was to be their future 
kin,z.. But he was mistaken in judging about (lod's providence; 
for when Sat nucl inquired of God, whether he should anoint this 
youth, whom he so admired, and esteemed worthy of the king-
dom, God said, " Men do not see as God seed). Thou inde4 
" 

 
halt respect to the fine appearance of this youth, and thence 
\ r. r.. I. 	 :2 D 
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" esteemest him worthy of the kingdom, while I propose the 
" kingdom as a reward, not of the beauty of bodies, but of ' 
" virtue of souls, and I inquire after one that is perfectly corn 
" in that respect ; I mean one who is beautiful in piety, z 
" righteousness, and fortitude, and obedience, for in them ec 
" sists the comeliness of the soul." When God had said tl . 
Samuel bid Jesse to show him all his sons. Si he made 1 
others of his sons to come to him ; of all which Eliab was : 
eldest, Amina&b the second, Shammah the third, Nathanael tile 
fourth, Bach the fifth, and Asam the sixth. And when the pro-
phet saw that these were no way inferior to the eldest in their 
countenances, he inquired of God, which of them it was whom he 
chose for their king. And when God said it was none of them, 
he asked Jesse, whether he had not some other sons besides 
these ; and when he said that he had one more, named' David, 
but that he was a shepherd, and took care of the flocks, Samuel 
bid them call him immediately, for that till lie was come they could 
not possibly sit down to the feast. . Now, as soon as his father had 
sent for David, and he was come, he appeared to he of a yellow 
complexion, of a sharp sight, and a comely person in other re-
spects also. This is he, said Samuel privately to himself, whom 

I

t pleases God to make our king. So he sat down to the feast,  
nd placed the youth under him, and Jesse also, with his other 
ons ; after which he took oil, in the presence of David, and 
nointcd him, and whispered him in the ear, and acquainted 
im, that God chose, him to be their king ; and exhorted him to 
e righteous, and obedient to his_commands, for that by, this 
teans his kingdom would continue for a long time, and that his 

-hoUse should be of great splendor, and celebrated in the world : 
hat he should overthrow the Philistines ; and that against what 
talons soevcr he should make war, he should be the conqueror, 

1 

• and survive 4 fight : and that Nt h i le he lived he should enjoy a 
r #•• 

glorious name, and leave such a name to his posterity also. 
2. So Samuel, when he had given him these admonitions, 

went away : but the divine power departed from Saul, and re,-
moved to David ; who, upon this removal of the divine Spirit ti • 
him, began to prophesy. But as for Saul, sonic strange and de - 

110 onitteal disorders came upon him, and brought upon him such 
. bilfrocations as were ready to choke him ; for which the phys" 
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could charm those passions by singing, and playing upon the 
harp, they advised them to inquire for such a one, and to ob-
serve when these demons came upon him and disturbed him, and 
to take care.that such a person might stand over hiin, and play on 
the harp, and recite hymns to himi4 . Accordingly Saul did not 
delay, but commanded them to seek out such a man. And when,  j  '. 
a certain stander-by said, that he had seen in the city of Betide-
hem 

 
a soli of Jesse, who was yet no more than a child in age,  I, 

but comely and beautiful, and in other respects one that was de-
serving 

 
of great regard, %rho was skilful in playing on the harp,  J 

and in singing of hymns, and an excellent soldier in war, he sent 
to Jesse, and desired him to take David away from the flocks, and 
send him to him, for he had a mind to see him, as has ing heard  '0 
an advantageous character of his comeliness and his valour. So 
Jesse sent his son, and gave. him presents to carry to Saul. And 
when he was conic, Saul was pleased with him, and made him his  ! 
armour-bearer, and had him in very great esteem; for he charmed  ., 
his passion, and was the only physician against the trouble he 
had from the demons whensoever it was that it came upon him, 
and this by reciting of hymns, and playing upon the harp, and 
bringing Saul to his right mind again. However, he sent to • 
Jesse the father of the child, and desired him to permit 'David  .', 
to stay with him, for that he was delighted with his sight and 
company ; which stay, that he might not contradict Saul, hu  ' 
granted.  

Spanheitn t.tkca notice here, that tly2 Greeks had quell singcra of hytnn3, nod that 
usually children or youth were picked nut fur that service; as also that thou! called 
6ingers to the harp, did the same that David did here, i. e. juin their own vocal and in. 
Itrumental nnuRic 12goller. 

ti 
	( I 
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CHAPTER IX. 

How the Philistines made another expedition against the He-
brews, under the reign (!f* Saul ; and how they were overcome 
by David's slaying Goliath in a single combail  

NOW the Philistines gathered themselves together again, 
no very long time afterward; and having gotten together a great 
army, they made war against the Israelites; and having seized a 
place between Shochoh and Azaah, they there pitched their 
camp. Saul also drew out his army to oppose them ; and by 
pitching his own camp on a certain hill, he forced the Philistines 
to leave their former camp, and to encamp themselves upon such 
another hill, over-against that on which Saul's army lay, so that 
a valley, which was between the two hills on which they lay, di-
vided their camps asunder. Now there came down a man out 
of the camp of the Philistines, whose name was Goliath, of the 
city Gath, a man of vast bulk, for he was .of four cubits and a 
span in tallness, and had about him weapons suitable to the 
largeness of his body, for he had a breast-plate on that weighed 
five thousand shekels : he had also a helmet and greavcs of 
brass, as large as you would naturally suppose might cover the 
'limbs of so vast a body. His spear was also such as was not car-
ried like a light thing in his right hand, but he carried it as ly- 
ing 	on his shoulders. Ile hp .d also a lance of six hundred 
Shekels ; and many followed hint to carry his armour. Where-
fore this Goliath stood between the two armies, as they were in 
battle-arrav, and sent out a loud voice, and said to Saul and the 
HO) 

	

	s, " I will free you from fighting and from dangers ; 
-hat necessity is there that your army should fall and he 

al icted ? Give Inc a man of you that will light with me, and 
a he that conquers shall have the reward 	the conqueror, and 
" determine the war, for these shall serve those others to whom 
" the conqueror shall belong : and certainly it is much better, 
"and more prudent, to gain what you desire by the hazard of 
tt:nne man dam of all." When he had said this, he retired to 

; hut the nest day he came again, and used the 
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same words, and did not leave off fur forty days together, to chal-
lenge the enemy in the same wards, till Saul and his army were 
therewith ten ified, while they put themselves in array as if they 
would fight, but did not come to a close battle. 

2. Now while this war between the Hebrews and the Philis-
tines was going on, Saul sent away David to his father Jesse, 
and contented himself with those three sons of his whom he had 
sent to his assistance, and to be partners in the dangers of the 
war : and at first David returned to feed his sheep and his flocks; 
but after no long time he came to the camp of the, liebrews, as 
se:.:t by his hither to carry provisions to his brethren, and to know 
what they were doing. While Goliath came again, and chal-
lenged them and reproached them, that they had no 111:fil of va-
lour among them,. that durst come down to light him ; and as 
David was talking to his brethren about the business for which 
his father had sent him, he heard the Philistine reproaching and 
abusing the army, and bad indignation at it, and said to his 
brethren, " 1 am ready to fight a single combat with this adver-
" sarv." Whereupon LAU, his eldest brother, reproved Itity411%d 
said, that he spake too rashly and improperly for one of his age, 
and bid him go to his flocks and to his father. Su he was 
abashed at his brother's words, and went away, but still spake to 
some of the soldiers, that he was wilting to felt with him that 
challenged them. And when they had informed Saul what Waq 

the resolution of the young in,tn, the king sent for him to Mile 
to him : and when the king asked what he had to say, he replied, 
" 0 king, be not cast down, nor afraid, for I will depress the in-
" solence of this adversary, and will ge down and tight with him, 
" and Will bring him under me, as tall and as great as he is, till 
" he shall be sollicieittly laughed at, and thy army shall get great 
" glory, when 	be slain by one that is nut yet of man's 
" eFtate., neidtet tit Tor fighting, nor capable of being intrusted 
"with the mar-balling an arnty, Or ordering a battle, but by one 
"that looks Ile 	child, and is really nu elder in age than a 
" child." 

3. Now Saul wondered at the boldness and alacrity of David, 
but durst not presume on his ability, by reason of his age ; but 
said, he must on that account he to weak to fight with one that 
was skilful in the art of war. " I undertake this enterprise," 
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said David, " in dependence on God's being with me, for I ha 
" had experience already of his assistance ; for I once purstt 
" after and caught a lion that assaulted my flocks, and took aw 

a lamb from them : and I snatched the lamb out of tlw w; 
" beast's mouth, and when he leaped upon me with violence. 
" took him by the tail, and dashed him against the ground. 

." the same manner did I avenge myself on a beatialso ; and 
" this adversary of ours he esteemed like one of these wild bcas • 
" since lie has a long while reproached our army, and blasphenf 
" our God, NVII0 will yet reduce him, under my power." 

4. However Saul prayed that the end might be, by God's as-
sistance, not disagreeable to the alacrity and boldness of the 
child ; and said, " Go thy way to the fight." SO he put about 
him his breast-plate, and girded on his sword, and fitted the hel-
met to his head, and sent him away. But David was burdened 
with his armour, for he had not been exercised to it, nor had he 
learned to walk with it ; so he said, " Let this armour be thine, 
" 0 king, who art able to bear it, but give ine leave to fight as thy 
" 5elfpnt, and as I myself desire." Accordingly he laid by the 
armour, and taking his staff with him, and putting five stones out 
of the brook into a shepherd's bag, and having a sling in his right 
hand, he went towards Goliath. But the adversary seeing him, in 
such a manner, disdained him, and jested upon him, as if he had 
not such weapons with him as are usual when one man fights 
against another, hut such as arc used in driving away and avoid-
ing of dogs ; and said, 44  Dost thou take inc not for a man, but a 
cc dog ?" To which he replied, " No, not for a dog, but for a 
" creature worse than a dog." This provoked Goliath to anger, 
who thereupon cursed him by the name of f3od, and threatened 
to give his flesh to the beasts of the. earth, am; to the fowls of the 
air, to he torn in pies by them. To whorl David answered, 
" 	e(Ovest to me t 11 a sword, and with spear, and with a 
" breast-plate, but I have God for my armour, iii coining agaiost 
" thee, who will destroy thee and. all thy arimr by my hands; for 
" I  will this day cut off thy head, and cast the other parts of thy 
44  body to the dogs, and all men shall learn that God is the pro-
" teeter of the Hebrews, and that our armour and our strength 
" 

	

	his providence, and that without God's assistance, all 
other warlike preparations and power are useless." So the Phi- 
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listine being retarded by the weight of his armour, when he at-
tempted-  to meet David in haste, came on but slowly, as despising 
him, and depending upon it that he should slay him who was 
both unarmed and a child also, without any trouble at all. 

5. But the youth met his antagonist, being accompanied with 
an invisible assistant, who was no other than God himself. And 
taking one of the stones that he bad out of the brook, and had 
put into his shepherd's bag, and fitting it to his sling, he slang it 
against the Philistine. This stone fell upon his forehead, and 
sunk into his brain, insomuch that Goliath was stunned, and fell 
upon his face. So David ran, and stood upon his adversary as he 
lay down, and cut off his head with his own sword ; for he had 
no sword himself. And upon the fall of Goliath, the Philistines 
were beaten, and fled ; for when they saw their champion pro-
:itrate on the ground, they were afraid of the entire issue of their 
at-lairs, and resolved not to stay any longer, but committed them-
selves to an ignominious and indecent flight, and thereby en-
deavoured to save themselves from the dangers they were in. 
But Saul, and the entire army of the Hebrews, made a shout, 
and rushed upon them, and slew a great number of them, and 
pursued the rest to the borders of Gath, and to the gates of 
Ekron ; so that there were slain of the Philistines thirty thou-
sand, and twice as many wounded. „13ut Saul returned .to their 
eamp, and pulled their fortification to pieces, and burnt it ; but 
David carried the head of Goliath into his own tent, but, dedi-
cated his sword to God [at the tabernacle]. 

CHAPTER X. 

Saul envies bavi(11,br his glorious success, and ((Ikea au occasion 
() 4.  entrapping pro,,/root the prom.ise he mode him. qf giving 
.riot his doug,:ter in marriage, but this upon condition of his 
bringing hint si. -  hundred heads q'the 

§I. NOW the women were an occa.iion of Saul's envy and 
batred to David ; for they came to meet their victorious army 
with cymbals, and drums, and all demonstrations of joy, and 
sang thus; : the wives said, that "Saul had slain his many thou- 

   
  



8 	 ANUQUITIES OF THE SEWS. 	Book VL 

sands of the Philistines." The, virgins replied, tliat "David had 
." slain his ten thousands." Now, when the king heard them sing-
ing thus, and that he had himself the smallest share in their com-
mendations, and that the greater number, the ten thousands, 
were ascribed to the young man ; and when he' considered with 
himself, that there was nothing more wanting to David, after 
such a mighty applause, but the kingdom, he begin to be afraid 
and suspicious of David. Accordingly he remcaved him from 
he station he was in before, for he was his armour-bearer, which 

out of fear seemed to him much too near a station for him ; and 
o he made him captain over a thousand, and bestowed on him a 
ost better indeed in itself, but, as he thought, more for his own 
eettrity; for he had a mind to send him against the enemy, and 

%Ito battles, as hoping he would be slain in such dangermis con-
iets. 
2. But David had God going along with him whithersoever 

e went, and accordingly he greatly proTered in his under-
likings, and it was visible that he had mighty success, insomuch 
hat Saul's daughter, who was still a virgin, fell in love with 
tiro; and her affection so far prevailed over her, that iv could 
of be concealed, and her father became acquainted with it. 
Tow Saul heard this gladly, as intending to mac u:“. of it for a 
nare against David, and he hoped ,inn it would prove the cause 

f destruction and of hazard t 1 :m • ,o he told those that in- 
prmed him of his daughter', 
'ive David the virgin in  Prtn 

marry my daughter !,. 
heads of my enentic...', 

c was proposed to hint, : 	I , 
glciry, by undertaking a 	I; 	t'l t;;, 

would immediately set about 
• tines, and my designs about 1.,,.1 	tit 

mind, for I shall be freed from hinz., 

• thus says thrice in till.; chapter, and twice efu rw.t  
§ 4. f. c. five times in all, that Sant regnitcd nut .t hart ' 

the 	 hut cis 	ed of their heads. The Septungli,1 . 

the Syriac end Arabic ,zoo Now that these were not  

Wes, but }wadi, with Jrwrpliu+':. copy. set ins somewhat probable, from 

ere all copies 5,tty„ that it was with the heads of such Philistine. that 	 I  r, 
cite him!clf 	his master Saul. 

(hot la.,  \vould ;villingly 
I engdge my;elf to 

1- ' 	hundred 
•, rd so ample 

'rim great 
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" myself, 'but by another man." So he gave order to his servants 
to try how David would relish this proposal of marrying the dam-
sel. Accordingly, they began to speak thus to him, that king 
Saul loved him, as well as did all the people, and that he was 
desirous of his affinity by the marriaire of this damsel. To 
which he gave this answer, " Seemed' it to you a light thing to 
" be made the king's son-in-law ? It does not seem so to me, 
" esp..eially when I am one of a family that is low, and without 
" any glory or honour." Now when Saul was informed by his 
servants what answer David had made, he said, " Tell him, that. 

I do not want any money nor dowry from him, which would 
" be rather to set my daughter to sale than to give her in mar-
" ripge, but I desire only such a son-in-law as hath in him ford-
" tudr.,, and all other kinds of virtue, of which he saw David was 
" possessed, and that his desire was to receive of him, on account 
' of his marrying his daughter, neither gold nor silver, nor that  I 

he should bring such wealth out of his father's' house, lent only 
some revene on the Philistines, and indeed six hundred of 
their heads, than which a more desirable or a more glorious 

,  present could not be brought him; and that he had much 
k rather obtain this, than any of the accustomed dowries for his 
daughter, viz, that she should be married to a man of that 

" .character, and to one who had a testimony as having conquered 
his enemies." 
3. When these words of Saul were brought to David, he was 

. 	leased with them, and supposed that Saul was really desirous of 

I' 

this affinity with him ; sl that, without hearing to deliberate any 
longer, or casting :Own ..• his mind whether what was proposed 

.was possible, or was eifileult or not, he and his companions int-
ediately set upon .,k. enemy, and v.ent about doing what was 

• roposed as the co'.dition (Cl the mrriage. Accordingly,  be-
. 

HatF 	 w : it was God do made :111,things easy and possible to David, I

t  
e ,lew many [t f the Philistinegb and cut off the heads of six 
e aired of them, ad came to the king, 'and by showing him 

1.ese heads of the Philistines, required that he might have his 
(laughter in marriage. Accordingly Saul, having no way of 
getting off his engagements, as thinking it a base thing aber to 
seem a liar when he promised him this marriage, or to appear to 
have acted treacherously by him, in putting him upon what was 

   
  



	

AN'S IQUINES OF TO JEWS. 	Book VI. 

in a manner impossible, in order to have him slain, he gave him 
daughter in marriage her name was Michal. 

CHAPTER XI. 

Talc David, upon Saul's laying snares for him, did yet escale 
the dangers he was in, by the affection and eve rf Jimuthan, 
and the contrivances of his wife Nichol : and how he Mine 
Samuel the prophet. 

1. HOWEVER, Saul was not disposed to persevere long in 
he state wherein he was ; for when lie saw that David was in 
reat esteem loth with Cod and with the multitude, he was 
frail: and being not able to conceal his fear as concerning 
reat things, his kingdom and his life, to be deprived of either 
f which was a very great calamity, he resolved to have David 
lain, and commanded his son Jonathan and his most faithful 
ervant to kill him : but Jonathan wondered at his lather's 
hange with relation to David, that it should be made to so great 
degree, from showing him no small good-will, to contrive how 

o have him killed. Now because he loved the young man, and 
.werenced him for his virtue, he informed him of the secret 
barge his father had given, a''d what his intentions were con- 
erning him. However, he , 	^.d him to take care and be 
bsent the next day, for t; • 	. •,',1,;.! salute his father, and, it' 
e met with a favourab7 ... 	thiti 	would discourse with 
im about him, and le; 	 t and show how 
tttIe ground there v..- 	,r :!. 	 if 3,v 	t not to kill 
man that had done 	,• 	 r.  tu • 

ad been a benefactor to  
n reason to obtain pardon, 
rioes : and I will then inform 	11.‘ 0:.  t. • 
est klingly David complied with st, 

ept hitnstf then out of the king's sis. 
On the next day Jonathan came to Say:' 

un in a cheerful and joyful disposition, and beg,. 
iscourse about David : " What unjust action, 0 t 
little or great, bast thou 'frondso exceptionable in 

to induce thee to order a to slay a man who bath been 

410 

..• 	rle, and 
t 	-lit 
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" great advantage to thy own preservation, and of still greater 
" to the punishment of the Philistines? a man who hath de-
" livered the people of the Hebrews from reproach and derision, 
" which they underwent for forty days together, when he alone 
" had courage enough to sustain the challenge of the adversary, 
" and after that brought as many heads dour enemies as he was 
" appointed to bring, and had, as a reward tbr'the same, my sis-
" ter in marriage ;• insomuch that his death would be very sor-
" rowful to us, not only on account of his virtue, but on account 
" of the nearness of our relation, for thy daughter must be in-
" jurcd at the same time that he is slain, and must be obliged to 
" experience widowhood, bi!fore she can come to enjoy any ad-
cc vantage from their mutual conversation. Consider these 
"things, and change your mind to a more merciful temper, and 
" do no mischief to a man who, in the first place, bath done us 
" the greatest kindness of preserving thee; for when an evil 
" spirit and demons had seized upon thee, he cast them out, and 
cc procured rest to thy soul from their incursions : and, in the 
cc second place, bath avenged us of our enemies ; for it is a base 
" thing to forget such benefits." So Saul was pacified with these 
words ; and sware to his son that he would do David no harm ; 
for 4  righteous discourse proved too hard for the king's anger 
and fear. So Jonathan sent for David., and brought hint good 
news from his father, that be was to be preserved. Ile also 
brought him to his father; and DaVid continued with the king 
as formerly. 

3. About this time it y As, that, upon the Philistines making 
a new expedition agains' 	Harms, Saul sent David with an 
army to fight with them ; and joining battle with them he 
slew many of them; and after .his victory he returned to the 
king. But his rteep .on by Saul was not as he expected upon 
such success, for I was grieved at his prosperity, because he 
tho4ht he would Je more dangerous to him by having acted so 
glom?ously : but %via. the demoniacal spirit came upon him, and 
p,ti him into disorder, and disturbed him, lie called for David 
*nto his bed-chamber wherein he lay, and having a spear in his 

he ordered him to charni him with playing on his harp, 
fY and with singing hymns; which when David did at his command, 

lie with great force threw the spear at'him; but David was aware 
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(II it  before it came, and avoided it, and fled to his own house, 
and abode there all that day. 

4. But at night the king sent officers, and commanded thr.t 
le should be watched till the morning, lest he should get quit ,: 
way, that he might come to the judgement-ball, and so 'nicht 
e delivered up, and condemned and slain. But when Mich 1, 
avid's with, the king's daughter, understood wlet her father 

signed, she 'came to her husband, as having small hopes of 
deliverance, and as greatly concerned about her own life also, 
or she could not bear to live in case she were deprived of him ; 
nd she said, "Let not the sun find thee here when it rises, for if 
it do, that will be the last time it .will see thee : fly away then 

= while the night may afford thee. opportunity, and may God 
lengthen it f(»• thy sake ; Ibr know this, that if my father find 
thee, thou art a dead man." So she let him doWn by a cord 

put of the window, and saved him : and after she had so done, 
'she fitted up a bed for him as if he were sick, and put under the 

ed-clothes a goat's liver''; and when her father, as soon as it 
•as day, sent to seize David, she said to those that were there, 
hat he had not been well 'that night, and showed them the 
ted covered, and made them believe, by the leaping of the liver, 
'hid) caused the bed-clothes to move also, that David breathed 
ike one that was asthmatic. So when those that were sept told 
;tut that David had not beet* trt " 	the night, he ordered him 

,o be brought in that conditi, 	intended to kill hint. 
Vow when they came, and 	0..1!tc  1. ,cd, and found out 
he woman's contrivance. 	 o 	• and when her 
tither complained of it,. 	 and had 
ut a trick upon himself; 	 cence for 
erself, and said, " that %dm, 	 lie lent 
' him her assistance for his pia.:aa 	o It of•fear ; for whic.11 
i• her assistance she ought to be forgivcn, bcp, 	‘4 !is no di)1‘ 

rlc of her own free, choice, but out of nece,!sity ; 	„all she, ' 
6  not :illinAnie that tholl Waq so VC11101US to L. 

&He the 11101101e .1t14, 4 ha.r 10.1 til.• 1.1: ,,rawitti,,ii  a  the 	 I ,  
Pio);  arul 'since the 1.X13 I, ;ir,  ty,I Iii. j,,,, p1,,,.,  rrudrr  it thr  li .rr ut rl, "'r, 0,,1 

ce [WS rendelierr, and 	 .111.  here nn 1111/C1111101re 	• 	1,1 

' *hail &kJ; or 	; it is titittottt  umweotettnlAt. that °lir cougneutntors shy !  P. 'rout 

twaitute about 'Ira true ititerpretati,,u. 
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" vast that I should be saved." Accordingly Saul forgave the 
damsel ; but David, when he had escaped this danger, came to 
the prophet Samuel to Ramah, and told him what snares the 
king had laid for him, and how he was very near to death by 
Saul's throwing a spear at him, although he had been no way 
guilty with relation to him, nor had he been cowardly in his battles 
with his enemies, but had succeeded well in them all, by God's 
assistance ; which thing was indeed the cause of Saul's hatred to 
David. 

5. When the prophet was made acquainted with the unjust 
proceedings of the king, he left the city Ramah, and took David 
with him, to a certain place called Naioth, and there he abode 
with him. But when it was told Saul that David was with the 
prophet, he sent soldiers to him, and ordered them to take him, 
and bring him to him : and when they came to Samuel, and 
found there a congregation of prophets, they became partakers 
of the divine Spirit, and began to prophesy ; which When Saul 
heard of, he sent others to David, who prophesying in like 
manner as did the first, he again sent others; which third suit 
prophesying also, at last he was angry, and went thither in great 
haste himself; and when he was just by the place, Samuel, be-
fore he saw him, made him prophesy also. And when Saul 
came to him, he was disordered in mind *, and under the-vehe-
Ment agitation of a spirit, and putting off 1113 garments t, he fell 

'  * The;e violent and wild agitation! of Saul stern to me to have been no other dna 
&maniacal; and that the same dem n which used to seize hint, ,ince he was forsaken or 

od, and which the divine hymn. and 'warns which sere sang to the harp by Davis! 
sod to expcl, tvrts now in a jot); ... -tv bront,la upon hint, tint mily in order to dissp-
tint his intentions against ittr 01.11t David, but to citric blin to the lauOtt,  r and con-

mitt of all that saw him, T Arad of thoLie his agitations; such violent and wild ngita-
iont, Laing never alner,ed i true prophets, when they were tinder tIle imitir?t;on Or 
he Spirit of Gott. Our of .nr copies, which .., ty, th,• Spirit of God came upon him, 

seem n , so right hen a.. ' etephusht copy, which mentions nothing of 	at all. Nor 
does .1  enthus wear to a•  ,ode this impulse end mosey of Sairrt to any other thin to his 
old ti moniacal spirit, - ich on all arcount• apvcar. the ,n0,t 14,10,1e. Nor ,I, t•< the 
(mil r .1c..,:liption of Seas real inspiration by the divine F.pint, I Sam. x. 9-.11. Antic'. 
B vl. elinp. ;v. §1. which was before he was Immune wicked, well •”;rre with the de-
c rip ion, lio f..rn us. 

t Mat in meant by Saul's lying down tilted all th It day, and ;ill that ni t;Itt, I Sam. 
Ithc. /1. mid whether any more than laying aside his royal apparel, or uppt r rat-mews:1s 
do,:plont v.etni to inileritutta it, is by no meant cerium. :..ire the 1,01C Oil AM le:  

111. N'Ill. ch. 11. § 2. 
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down, and lay on the ground all that day and night, in the pre= 
'once of Samuel and David. 

G. And David went thence, and came to Jonathan, the 
f Saul, and lamented to him what snares were laid for him by 
is father; and said, that. " though he had been guilty of no 

" evil, nor had offended against him, yet he was very zealous to 
" get him killed." fiereuFon Jonathan exhor ed him not to 

we credit to such his own suspicions, nor to the calninnie.s of 
those that raised those reports, if there were any that did so, but 
o depi nd on him, and take courage; for th;.t his father had 

Trsuch  intention, since he would have acquainted him with ilia 
matt-:r, and taken his advice, had it been so, as he used to con-

.  suit with him in common, when he acted in other affairs. But 

w
b avid sware to him, that so it was, and he desired him rather to 
:elieve him, and to provide for his safety, than to despise what 

e, with great sincerity, told him : that he Nvenild believe what 
c said, when he should either see him killed himself, or 

earn it upon inquiry from others : and that the reason why 
is father did not tell hint of these things, was this, that 
c knew of the friendship and affect 	t, 	t. 
inn. 
7. Hereupon •when Jonathan foul) 

awl's was so well attested, he asked 
' have him do for him ?" To Nvir, :• 

sensible that thou art willing tr 
4  procure me what I desire. ' 

and I was accustomed to 
' per; now if it seem got, • 

and conceal myself pi ':m' 1. 
I am absent, tell hit . .: , :tt  ; 

4  lehem, to keep a .t.- 	• ..,i . •,i. 
also, that thou gavot to ' 	, ,; 

6  usually Said in the case of n .,• • .•, ileit ...4 	ok , 
46  well the' he went, then assure t;er, •' ,.I 
‘ or ethtt  4 may he feared at his handl,' 
c wili 	ft will is a sure sign that he li 

ecordingly thou shalt inform m 
ns ; and that out of pity to my case, 

riendAtip for me, as instances of which fri 

t nt. 	h ott h o 
him, " What he would 
')avid replied, " I am 
•i • in every tiling, and 

the new moon, 
'dill.; at sup- 

oat 	the city, 
lot. •,‘ why 

(,,• 
, :to 

i 
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hast vouchsafed to accept of the assurances of  my love to 
thee, and to give the. like assurances to me, that is, those of 
a master to his servant ; but if thou diseoverest any wick- 

',edne's in me, do thou prevent thy lather, and kill me thyself: 
S. But Jonathan heard these last words with itali,mation, and 
omised to do what he desired of him, and to inform him if his 
titer's answer implied any thing of a melancholy nature, and 
y enmity against him. And that he might the more firmly 
.peed upon him, he took him out into the open field, into the 
ure air, and swore that he would neglect nothing that might, 
nd to the prs.servation of David; and he said, .' I appeal to 
that God, who, as thou secst, is diffused every where, and 
knoweth this intention of mine, before I explain it in words, 
as the witness of this my covenant with thee, that I will not 
leave off to make frequent trials of the purpose of my father, 
till I learn whether there be any lurking distemper in the se-
eretcst parts of his soul; and when I have learnt it, I will not 
conceal it from thee, but will discover it to thee, whether he 

• be gently or peevishly disposed: for this God himself knows, 
that 1 pray he. may always be with thee, for he is with thee 
now, and will not forsake thee, and will make thee superior to 
thine enemies, whether ley father be one of them, or whether 
1. myself be such.. Do thou only remember what we now do, 
and if it fall out that I die, preserve my children alive, and 
requite what kindness thou host now received, to them."-
hen he had thus sworn, he dismissed David, bidding him go 
a certain place of that plain wherein he used to perform hie 
excises, for that as so,  . as he knew the mind of his father, 
. would come thither co him, with one servant only; " and if," 
ys he, " I shoot tlu c darts at the mark, and therm bid my ser-
vant to carry these three darts away, for they arc before him, 
Imo-  / thou that 0.ere is no mischief to be feared from my 
iat'ier; but if don hearest me say the contrary, expect the 
e( atrary from the. king. However, thou shalt gain security by' 
) iy means, and shalt lw no means suffer any harm; but see 
thou dust not foret what I have desired of thee, in the time 
of thy prosperity, and be serviceable to my .children." Now 

k
David, when he had received these assurances from Jonathan, 
:emit his way to the place appointed. 
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9. But on the next. day, which was the new. moon, the king, 
when he had purified binuelf, as the custom war, came to sup- ,  
per; and when there sat by him his son Jonathan on his right 
band, and Abner, the captain of his host, on the other hand, he' 

• aw David's scat was empty, but said nothing, supposing that he 
tad not purified himself since he had accompanied with his ‘vife,. 
nd so could not he present ; but when he saw that he w:ts not 
here the second day of the month neither, he inquired of his' 
on Jonathan why the son of Jesse did not come to the supper, 
nil the feast, neither the day before nor that day. So Jonathan 
ni.l, that " he was gone, according to the agreement between 
,, them, to  hi.: own city, where his tribe kept a festival, and that 
-, by his permission: that he also invited him to come to their 
' sacrifice; and," saysJonathan, " ifthou wilt give me leave, I will 
, r  thither, for thou knowest the good will that I bear him." 
nd then it was that Jonathan understood his father's hatred to , 
avid, and plainly saw his entire disposition; for Saul could not 

restrain his anger, but reproached Jonathan, and called hint the 
- 	• 

 
,on of a runagate, and an enemy; and said, " he was a partner 
..( with David, and his assistant, and that by his behaviour he 
" " shewed he had no regard to himself, or to his mother, and 

' " would not be persuaded of this, that while David is alive, their 
" kingdom was not secure to them; yet did he bid him send for 
" him, that he might he punish,  ,. ' And when Jonathan said, 
in answer, "What path he clone , i 	wilt punish him i" Saul 
two longer contented him elf , 	,nger in bare words, 

• - but snatched up his spear. 	 grid was desirous 
o kill him. I I e did r •. 	 . -led, because 
c was hindered by his 	 -1y to his 
on that he hated David, , 	 .• him, 
nsonmeh that he had almost si. 	 ..:-.;is 
a his account. 
10. And then it was that the kin„ 

upper; and being not able to admit any i 	1 	, I  1. 

for grief,he wept all night, both because he lulu 	1 i 
estruction, and because the death of David w.. 
'ut as soon as it was day, he went out into the pl..' 

/Tore the city, as going to perform his exereiq.s, but li 
to inform Lis friend what disposition his father was in toil 
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him, as he had agreed with him to •do. And when Jonathan 
had done what had been thus agreed, he dismissed his servant 
that followed him, to return to the city, but he himself Went into 
the desert, and came into his presence, and communed with 
him. So David appeared, and fell at Jonathan's feet, and bow-' 
ed down to him, and called him the preserver of his soul : but 
he lifted him up from the earth, and they mutually embraced' 
one another, and made a long greeting, and that not without 
tears. They also lamented their age, and that familiarity which 
envy would deprive them of, and that separation which must 
now be expected, which seemed to them no better than death 
itself. So recollecting themselves at length from their lamen-
tation, and exhorting one another to be mindful of the oaths they 
had sworn to each other, they parted asunder. 

CHAPTER XII. 

ow David ,fled to Ahintelech, and afterwards to the kings of 
he Philistines, and of the 34-whites; and how Said slew 

Ahimelech and his family. 

§ 1. BUT David fled from the king, find that death he was in 
danger of by him, and came to the city Nob, to Ahimnelech the 
priest, who, when he saw him coming all alone, and neither a 
friend nor a servant with him, he wondered at it, and desired to 
earn of him the cause why there was nobody with him. To which 
avid answered, " that I..: 1(in,r.rbad commanded him to do a 
certain thing. that,w, s to be kopt secret, to which,. if he had a 

4  mind to know so m teh, he had no occasion for any one to ac-, 
44  company him ; hot' ever, I have ordered: my servants to meet 
f` me nt such and welt a place." So he desired him to let him 
have, somewhat to eat; and that in case he would supply him, 
to would act the part. of a friend, and be assisting to the business 
e.Was now about and when he had. obtained what he desired, 
e also asked him whether he had any weapons with him, either 
word or spear. Now there was at Nob a servant of Saul's, by 
irth a Syrian, whose name was Doeg, one that kept the king's 

mules. The high-priest said, that he had no such weapons, but 
VOL. T. 	 2  E 
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he added, " Here is the sword of Goliath, which when thou had 
" slain the Philistine, thou-didst dedicate to God." 

2. When David had received the sword, hulled out of the coun-
try of the Hebrews into that of the Philistines, over which Achisli 
reigned: and when the king's servants knew him, and he was 
made known to the king himself, the servants informing him that 
he was that David who had killed many ten thousands of the 
Philistines, David was afraid lest the king should put him to death, 
and that he should experience that danger from him which he ' 
had escaped from Saul ; so he pretended to be distracted and 
mad, so that his spittle ran out of his mouth, and he did other 
the like actions before the king of Gath, which might make him 
believe that they proceeded from such a distemper. Accordingly 
the king was very angry at his servants that they bad brought 
him a madman; and he gave orders that they should eject David 
immediately [out of the city.] 

3. So when David had escaped in this manner out of Gath, 
he came to the tribe of Judah,-  and abode in a cave by the city 
of Adullam. Then it was that he sent to his brethren, and in-
formed them where he was, who then came to him with all their 
kindred, and as many others as were either in want, or in fear 
of king Saul, came and made a body together, and told him they 
were ready to obey his orders: they were in all about four hun-
dred. Whereupon, he took courage, now such a force and 
assistance was come to him ; so he removed thence, arid . came 
to the king of the Moabitcs, and d:' red him,  to entertain his 
parents in his country, while 'the issue oi his aitrirs were in such 
an uncertain condition. Tbe,ANArtiNd him i hit; favour, and 
paid great respect to , David's prints :41 tpe tnne they were • ‘ with him.  

4.  As for himself, upon the ' TWOphetta '4,11;xlimiltling bill, to 
leave the dt-sert, and to go into the [Nu tiv.ioa,the tribe. of .11, ,L';'. 
and abide there, he complied therewIth ; antit.l.niring,to the,ci .,. 
Hareth, which was in that tribe, he r.p.n.:rmi therq. Nei 

p
-,. w;,01 :7:attl heard that David had been :,:-',1 n.;(lt :t r kIto   1v ! ,,., 

p •;:about  him, he fell into po small dissuthatwo awl IL., 	.4;4,), 
'itt he knew that David was a hold and courageow. ntith„ 4.0mti,.' 

r 	 acted that somewhat extraordinary would appear frIgrikiin; (la"' 

AAA  openly also, which would make him weep, ad plt, bin.' 
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into distress; so he called together to him his friends, •and ltis 
commanders, and the tribe from which he was himself derived, 
to the bill where-  his palace was; and sitting upon a place called 
Aroura, his courtiers that were in dignities, and the guards of 
his body being with him, he spike thus to them: " You that 
" arc men of mw own tribc,• I conclude that you remember the 
" benefits that I have bestowed upon you ; and that 1 have made • 
" some of you owners of land, and made you commanders, and 
" bestowed posts of honour upon you, and set some of you over 
" the common people, and others over the soldiers: I ask you 
" therefore, whether you expect greater and more donations from 
" the son of Jesse? for I know that you are all inclinable to 
" him, even my own son Jonathan himself is of that opinion, 
" and persuades you to be of the same; for I am not unac-
" •quainted with the oaths and the covenants that are between 
" him and David, and that Jonathan is a counsellor, and an as-
" sistant to those that conspire against me, and none of you are 
", concerned about these things, but you keep silence, and watch 
" to see what will be the upshot of these things." When the 
king had done his speech, not one of the rest of those that Were 
present made any answer ; but Doeg the Syrian, who fed his 
Inules, said, that he saw David when he came to the city Nob to 
Ahimelech the high-priest, and that htflearned future events by 
his prophesying: that he received food from him, and the sword 
of Goliath, and was conducted by him with security to such as 
he desired to go to. 

5. Saul therefore sent far the high-priest, arid for all his kin-
Ared, and said to them,. Vir!.‘.9.17hs--ible or ungrateful thing bast 
" thou suffered from. 	that thou bast received the son of Jesse, 

and halt bestowed ,tri him both food and weapons, when he 
was contriving to gc c thekingdom? And farther, why didst thou 

" deliver oracles to Inm concerning' futurities? 1;n• thcu coulticst 
" not be tmaequAtit:ted that he was fled away from me, and that 

hVilatCd my family." But the high-priest did not betake him-
hell' to deny what he h:td done, but confessed boldly that he had 
kupplied him with these things not to gratify David, but Saul 
. oiniself: and:he said, "I did not know that he was thy adversary, 

14‘  lint a servant of thine, who was very faithful to thee, and a 
captain (Ace a thousand of thy soldiers, and, what is more than 
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" these, thy son-in-law, and kinsman. Men do not use to con-
" fer such favours on their adversaries, but on those who are 
" esteemed to bear the.highest good-will  Mid  respect to them. 
" Nor is this the first time that I prophesied for him, but I have 

done it often, and at other times, as well as now. And when 
" he told me that he was sent by thee in great haste to do some-
" what, if I had furnished him with nothing tirt he desired, I 
" should have thought that it was rather in contradiction to thee 
" than to hint : wherefore, do not thou entertain any ill opinion 
" of me, nor do thou have a suspicion of what I then thought an 
" act of humanity, from what is row told thee of David's attempts 
" against thee, for I did then to him as to thy friend and son-
"in-law, and captain of a thousand, and not as.  to thine adver-
tc sary." 

G. When the high-priest had spoken thus, he did not persuade 
Saul, .his fear was so prevalent, that he could not give credit to 
an apology that was very just. So he commanded his armed 
mai that stood about him to kill him, and all his kindred ; but as 
they durst not touch the high-priest, but were more afraid of dis-
obeying Cod than the king, he ordered Doeg the Syrian to kill 
them. Accordingly, he took to his assistance such wicked men 
as were like himself, and slew Ahimelech and his family, which 
were in all three hundred and eighty-five. Saul also sent to 
Nob+, the city of the priests, and slew all that were there, with-
out sparing either women or children, or any other age, and 
burnt it; only tl one son o!' A himelech, whose WWI,: 

was Abiathar,  Rio 	liov,:c.:er, these things came to 
pass as God had fort told to 10,, the hii.:11-pritst, when he said,. 
that his posterity should b destroyed, oh account of the ti;Jm-
gression of his two 

This city Nob iv., tie• e ..i• , 	..,,•:,••1  to 	...r had the  1.xpliotr., thr • 
know ot; any particular 	•;:.d il,• 	', 44:440tus the ...bar agile was uric 
told probably a school of the 	 belt also. It wire NV. tan. •tays' jolt . ) 
foot fro:I:Jerusalem, t Sam. xx.i.  5.  The uunskr plivstslierc 	 thre • 

hundred and eighty-five, and but eighty-five in our Hebrew copies, yet arc they .hree 
,• hundred and five in the Septuagint: I prefer Josephus's number, the Hebrew being, I 

suppose, only dropped the hundreds, the other the tens. This city Nob seems to hare 
been the chief, or perhaps theonly,. 5e3t of the family of Ithamar, which here perished ac-
cording to God'a former terrible tlueatenings to Eli, I Sam. ii. 27-86. iii. 11-3 8. See 

chili ,'444'. § 9. hereafter. 
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7.* Now this king Saul, by perpetrating so barbarous a crime, 
and murdering the whole family of the high-priestly dipity, by 
having no pity of the infants, nor reverence for the aired, and by 
overthrowing the city which God had chosen for the property, 
and for tire support, of the priests and prophets which were there, 
and had ordained as the only city allotted for the education of 
such men, gives all to understand and consider the disposition 
of men, that while they are private persons, and in a low con-
dition, because it is not in their power to indulge nature, nor to 
venture upon what they wish for, they are equitable and mo-
derate, and pursue nothing but what is just, and bend their whole 
mind§ and labours that way ; when it is that they have this 
belief about God, that he is present to all the actionc of their 
lives, and that he does not only see the actions that are done, 
but clearly knOws those their thoughts, also whence those actions 
do arise : but when once they are advanced into power and au-
thority, then they put off all such notions, and, as if they were 
no other than actors upon a theatre, they lay aside their dis-
guised parts, and manners, and take up boldness, insolence, and 
a contempt of both human and divine laws, and this at a time 
when they especially stand in need of piety and righteousness, 
because they arc then most of all exposed to envy, and all they 
think, and all they say, are in the vielv of all men ; then it is 
that they become so insolent in their actions, as though God saw 
them no longer, or were afraid of them because of their power : 
and whatsoever it is that,  they either arc afraid of by the ru-
mours they hear, or they hate by inclination, or they love with-
out reason, these seem to them to be authentic, and firm, and 
true, and pleasing both to men and to God; but as to what will 
come hereafter, they have not the least regard to it. They raise 

a This section containr•an admirable reflection of Josephus's concerning the general 
wickedness of men in great authority, and the dang,er they are in of rejecting that re-" 
.,;ard to justice and !Carnality, to divine providence and the fear of God, which they either 
really had, or pretended to have, while they were in a lower condition. It can never 
be too often perused by kings and great men, nor by those who expect to obtain such 
elevated dignities amoIng mankind. Sec the like reflections of our Josepluts's, Antiq. 

VII. cll. i. sect. 5. at the end, and B. VIII. ch. x. sect. 2. at the bcgirming. They are 
to the like purport with one branch of Agar's prayer, One thing have I required of thee, 
deny me not before I die; give me not riches, lest I be full, and deny thee, and say,' 
Who is the Idard ? Prov. xxx• 7, 8, (j. 
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those•to honour indeed who have been at a great deal of pains* 
for them, and after that honour they envy them; and when they 
have brought them into high dignity, they'do not only deprive 
"them of what they had obtained, but also on that very account 
of their lives also, and that on wicked accusations, and such as 
on account of their extravagant nature are incredible. They 
also punish men for their actions, not such as terve condem-
nati'm, but from calumnies and accusations without examination; 
and this extends not only to such as deserve to be punished, but 
to as many as they are able to kill. This roflection is" openly 
confirmed to us from the example of Saul, the son of Kish, who 
was the first king who reigned after our aristocracy and govern-
ment under the judges were over; and that by his slaughter of 
three hundred priests and prophets, on occasion of his suspicion 
about Ahimelech, and by the additional wickedness of the over-
throw of their city, and this as if he were endeavouring in some 
sort to render the temple [tabernacle] destitute, both of priests 
and prophets, which endeavour he showed by slaying so many of 
them, and not suffering the very city belonging to them to re-
main, that so others might succeed them. 

8. But Abiathar, the son of Ahimelech, who alone could be 
saved out of the family of priests slain by Saul, fled to David, 
and informed him of the calamity that had befallen their family, 
and of the slaughter of his father : who hereupon said, " He 
" was not unapprised of what would follow with relation to 
" them when he saw Doeg there ; for. he had then a suspicion 
44  that the high-priest would. be  falsely accused by him to the 

king, and he blamed himself, as having been the cause of this 
" misfortune." But he desired him to stay there, and abide 
with him, as in a place where helnight be Vetter concealed than 
any where else. / 	 • 
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CHAPTER X1II. 

ow David, when he had twice the opportunity of killing Saul, 
did not kill him. Also concerning the death of Samuel and 

' Nabal. 

1. ABOUT this time it was that David heard how the Phi-
, istines had made an inroad into the country of Keilah, and robbed 
it; so he offered him'self to fight against them, if God, when he 
should be consulted by the prophet, would grant him the victory. 
And when the prophet said, that God gave a signal of victory, 
he made a sudden onset on the Philistines with his companions, 
and he shed a great deal of blood, and carried off their prey, and 
staid with the inhabitants of Keilah till they had securely 
gathered in their corn and their fruits.. However, it was told 
Saul the king that David was with the men of Keilah, for what 
had been done, and the great success that had attended him, 
were not confined among the people where the things were done, 
but the fame of it went all abroad, and came to the bearing of 
others, and both the fact as it stood, and the author of the fact, 

Egwere carried to the king's ears. Theft was Saul glad when he 
card David was in Keilah; and he said, " God bath now put 

" him into my hands, since he hath obliged him to come into a 
" city that !lath walls, and gates, and bars ;" so he commanded 

k

ee 

 . 1 the people to set upon Keilah suddenly, and, when they had 
'  sieged and taken it, to kill David. But when David per-
ived this, and learned of God, that if he staid there. the men of 

Keilah would deliver him up to Saul, he took his four hundred 
men and retired into a desert that was over-against a city called 
Engedi. So that when the king head he was fled away from the 
men of Keilah, he left off his expedition against him. 

2. Then David removed thence, and came to a certain place 
called the New Place, belonging to Ziph ; where Jonathan, the 
son of Saul, came to him, and saluted him, and exhorted him to 
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him; he told him, that such happiness uses to come with great 
labour and pains : they also took oaths, that they would, all their 
lives long, continue in good-will and fidelity one to another; 
and he called God to witness, as to what execrations he had 
made.. upon himself, if he should transgress his covenant, and 
should change to a contrary behaviour. So Jonathan left him. 
there, having rendered his cares and fears someithat lighter, and 
returned home. Now the men of Ziph, to gratify Saul, in-
formed him that David abode with them, and [assured him] 
that if he would come to them, they would deliver him up, 
so that if the king could seize on the straits of Ziph, David 
could not escape to any other people. So the king commended 
them, and confessed that he had reason to thank them, because 
they had given him information of his enemy; and he promised 
them, that it should not be long ere he would requite their 
kindness. He also-  sent men to seek for David, and 'to search. 
the wilderness wherein he was; and he promised, that he him-
self would follow them. Accordingly they went before the king, 
to hunt for and to catch David, and used endeavours not only 
to show their good-will to Saul, by informing him where his 
enemy was, but to- evidence the same more plainly by delivering 
him up into his power. But these men failed of those their un-
just and wicked desires, who, while they underwent no hazard -
by not discovering such an ambition of revealing this to Saul, 
yet did they falsely accuse and promise to deliver up a man be-
loved of God, and one that was unjustly sought afterto be put to 
death, and. one that might otherwise have lain concealed, and 
this out of flattery, and expectation of gain from the king ;. for 
when David was apprised of the malignant intention of the meri 
of Ziph, and of the approach of Saul, he left the straits of that 
country, and sled to the great rock that was in the wilderness of 
Maon. 

3. Hereupon Sigthade haste to pursue him thither ; for, as 
he was marching, he learned that David was gone away from 
the straits of Zip!), and Saul removed to the other side of the 
rock. But the report that the Philistines had again made au 
incursion into the country of the Hebrews called Saul another 
way from the pursuit of David, when he was ready to he caught; • 
fur he returned back again to oppose those Philistines, who were 

Al& 

   
  



Chap. XIII. 	ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 	 425 

naturally their enemies, as judging it more necessary to avenge 
himself of them, than to take a great deal of pains to catch an 
enemy of his own, and to overlook the ravage that was made 
in the land.  

4. And by this means David unexpectedly escaped out of the 
dinger•he was in, and came to the straits of Engedi. And when 
Saul had driven the Philistines out of the land, there came some 
messengers who told him that David abode within the bounds 
of Engedi : so he took three thousand chosen men that were 
armed, and made haste to him ; and when he was not far from 
those places, he saw a deep and hollow cave by the way-side, it 
was open to a great length and breadth, and there it was that; ' 
David with his four hundred men were concealed. When there-., 
fore he had occasion. to ease nature, he entered into it by him-: 
self alone ; and, being seen by one of David's companions, and , 
he that saw him saying to him, that he had now, by God's pro-
vidence, an opportunity of avenging himself of his adversary; 
and advising him to cut off his head, and so deliVer himself out 
of that tedious wandering condition, and the distress he was in, 
he rose up and only cut off the skirt of that garment which Saul 
had on. But he soon repented of what he had done: and said, 
it was not right to kill him that was his master, and one whom 
God had thought worthy of the kingdom : " for that although he 
" were wickedly disposed towards us, yet does it not behove tile to 
" be so disposed towards him."• But when Saul had left the cave, 
David came near and cried out aloud, and desired Saul to hear 
him ; whereupon the king turned his face back, and David, ac-
cording to custom, fell down on his face before the king, and 
bowed to him ; and said, " 0 king, thou oughtest not to hearken 
" to wicked men, nor to such as forge calumnies, nor to gratify 
" them so far as to believe'what they say, nor to entertain sus-
" picions of such as are your best friends, but to judge of the 
" disposition of all men by their actions; for calumny deludes 
``  men, but men's own actions are a clear demonstration of their 
" kindness. Words indeed, in their own nature, may be either 
" true or false, but men's actions expose their intentions nakedly 
fc to our view. By these, therefore, it will be well for thee to 
" believe me, as to my regard to thee and to thy house, and not lc  to believe those that frame . such accusations against me as 
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never came into my mind, nor are possible to be executed, and 
" do this farther by pursuing after my life, and have no concern 

either day or night, but how to compass 'My life and to mur-
" der me, which thing I think thou dust unjustly prosecute. 
" For how comes it about, that thou bast embraced this false 

opinion about me, as if  I had a desire to kill thee ? or how 
4C canst thou escape the crime of impiety towards Vocl, when thou 
cc wishest thou couldest kill, and deemest thine aaversary, a man 
" who had it in his power this day to avenge himself, and to 
" punish thee, but would not do it ? nor make use of such an 
" opportunity, which if it hail fallen out to thee against me, thou 

," hadst not let it slip, for when I  cut off the skirt of thy garment, 
I could have done the same to thy head." So he showed him 

the piece of his garment, and thereby made him agree to what 
he said to be true; and added, " I, for certain, have abstained 
" from taking a just revenge upon thee, yet art thou not ashamed 
" to prosecute me with unjust hatred4. May God do justice, and 
" determine about each of our dispositions." But Saul was 
amazed at the strange delivery he had received; and, being 
greatly affected with the moderation and the disposition of the 
young man, he groaned: and when David had done the same, 
the king answered that he had the justcst occasion to groan, 
" for thou hast been the author of good to me, as I have been the 
" author of calamity to thee. And thou bast demonstrated this 
" day, that thou possessest the righteousness of the ancients, who 
" determined that men ought to save their enemies though they 
cc caught them in a desert place. I am now persuaded that God 
" reserves the kingdom for thee, and that thou wilt obtain the 
" dominion over all the Hebrews. Give me then assurances 
" upon oath, that thou wilt not root out my family, nor, out of 
" remembrance of what evil I have done thee, destroy my pos-
" tcrity, but save and preserve my house." So David sware as 
he desired, and sent back Saul to his own kingdom; but he, and 
those that were with him, went up the straits of Mastheroth. 

5. About this time Samuel the prophet died. He was a man 
whom the Hebrews honoured in an extraordinary degree ; for 

*The please in David's speech to Saul, as set down in Josepbus, that he 	al 
stained from just,rilhc, puts me in mind of the like words in the Apustolical Con, '1—.-

4. flans, B. VII. ch, n, ihtilevenge is nos evil, but that patience is more honour.be 
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that lamentation which the people made for him, and this du-
ring a long time, manifested his virtue, mid the affection which 
the people bore for him; as also did the solemnity and con-
cern that appeared about his funeral, and about the complete ob-
servation of all his funeral rites. They buried him in his own 
city Ramah ; and wept for him a very great number of days, not 
looking on it as a sorrow for the death of another man, but as 
that in which they were every one themselves concerned.  He 
Was a righteous man, and gentle in his nature ; and on that ac-
count he was very dear to God. Now he governed and presided 
over the people alone, after the death of Eli the high-priest, 
twelve years, and eighteen years together with Saul the king. 
And thus we have finished the history of Samuel. 

6. There was a man that was a Ziphite, of the city of Maen, 
Who was rich, and had a vast number of cattle ; for he fed a flock 
of three thousand sheep, and another flock of a thousand  goats. 
Now David had charged his associates to keep these flocks with-
out hurt and without damage, and to do them no mischief, 
neither out of covetousness, nor because they were in want,  nor 
because they were in the wilderness, and so could not easily be 
discovered, but to esteem freedom from injustice above all other 
motives, and to look upon the touching of what belonged to 
another man as a horrible crime, ati,pd, contrary to thewill of 
God. These were the instructions he gave, thinking that the 
favours he granted this man were granted to a good man, and 
one that deserved to have such care taken of his allItirs. This.  
Man was Nabal, for that was his name ; a harsh man, and of a 
very wicked life, being like a cynic in the count! of his beha-
viour,bnt still had obtained for his wife a woman of good charac-
ter, wise and handsome. To this Nabal, therefore,  David sent 
ten men of his attendants at the time when he sheared his 
sheep, and by them saluted him ; and also wished he might do 
what he now did for many years to cowo, but desired him to 
make him a pregent of what he was able to give him, since lie had, 
to be sure, learned from his shepherds, that he had done them 
no injury, but had been their guardian a long time together, 
while we continued in the wilderness ; and he assured him he 
should never repent of giving any thing to David. When the 
messengers had carried this message to Naha!, he accosted them 
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after an inhuman and rough manner; for he asked them, who 
David was : and when he heard that he was the son ofJ esse, "Now 
" is the time," said he, " that fugitives grow insolentond make a 
" figure, and leave their masters." When they told David this, he 
was wroth ; and commanded four hundred armed men to follow 
him, and left two hundred to take care of the stuff (for he had 
already six hundred*), and went against Nabal he also swore/ 
that he would that night utterly destroy the whole house and pos-
sessions of Nabal ; for that he was, grieved, not only that he had 
proved ungFateful to them, without making any return for the 
humanity they had showed him, Put that he had aiso reproached 
them, and used ill language to them, when he lad received no 

.eause of disgust from them. 
7.  Hereupon one of those that kept the flocks of Nabal, said 

to his mistress, Nabal's wife, that " when David sent to her 
" husband he had received no civil answer 'at all from him, but 
" that her husband had moreover added very reproachful Ian- • 

guage, while yet David had taken extraordinary care to keep 
" his flocks from harm, and that what had passed would prove 

very pernicious to his master." When the servant had said 
this, Abigail, for that was his wife's name, saddled her asses, and 
loaded them with all sorts of presents ; and without telling her 
husband any thing of what she was about (for he was not sen-
sible on' account of his. drunkenness), she went to David. .She 
was then met by David as she was descending a hill, who was 
coming against Nabal with four hundred men. When the wo- 

, man saw David, she leaped down from her ass, and fell on her 
face, and bowed down to the ground ; and intreated him not to 
bear in mind the words of Nabal, since he knew that he re-
sembled hgame ; now Nabal„ in the Hebrew tongue signi- 
fies 	Wo  she made her apology, that she did not see the 
messengers whoit he sent : " Forgive me, therefore," said she, 
". and thank God who bath hindered thee from shedding hu-. 
cc man blood ; for so long as thou keepest thyself innocent, he 

• The number of men that came fast to David, are distinctly in insephits and in our ' 
common copies, but four hundred. When he was at Keilah stud hut four hundred, both  r„' 
in dosephos and in the'LXXII, but six hundred in nor Hebrew copies, I Sam. x\ifl, 1:1, • 
see xxx. 9, 10. Now the six hundred thero mentioned are here intimated by Jr aphno 
to have been so many, only by an augmentation of two hundred afterward, whidi I 'lip-
pose is tat

.
te solution of this seeming disagreement. 
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" will avenge thee of wicked men*, for what miseries await Na-
" bal, they will fall upon the heads of thine enemies. Be thou 
" gracious to me, and think me so far worthy as to accept these 
" presents from me ; and, out of regard to me, remit that wrath 
" and that anger which thou hast against my husband and his 
" house, for mildness and humanity become thee, especially as 
" thou art to be our king." Accordingly David accepted her 
presents, and said, " Nay, but 0 woman, it was no other than 
"God's mercy which brought thee to us to-day, for otherwise 
" thou hadst not seen another.day, I having sworn to destroy 
" Nabal's house this very nigl4tt, and to leave alive not one of 
" you who belonged to a man that was wicked and ungrateful  I 
" to me, and my companions ; but now hast thou prevented me, 
" and mollified my anger, as being thyself under the care of  1 
" God's providence: but as for Nabal, although for thy sake he 
" now escape punishment, he will not always avoid justice, for 
" his evil conduct on some other occasion will be his ruin." 

8. When David had said this, he dismissed the woman. But 
when she came home and found her hu'sband feasting with a 
great company, and oppressed with wine, she said nothing to 
him then about what had happened, but on the next day, when 
he was sober, she told him all the particulars, and made his 
whole body to appear like that of a dead man by her words, and 
by that grief which' arose from them; so Nabal survived ten 
days, and no more, and then died. And when David heard of 
his death, he said, that " God had justly avenged him of this 
cc man, for that Nabal had died by his own wickedness, and had 
" suffered punishment on his account, while he had kept his 

* In this and the two next sections, we.may perceive how Josephus, nay, how Abigail 
herself, would understand, the " not avenging ourselves, but heaping coals of fire on the 
" head of the injarious," Prov. xxv. '22. Rom. xii. 23. not as we commonly do now, of melt-
ing  them into kindness, but of leaving them to the judgement of God, " to whom 
" vengeance belongeth," Dent. xxxii. 35. Pub xciv. t. Heb. x. 30. and who will take 
vengeance on the wicked. And since all God's judgements are just, and all fit to be 
executed, and all at length for good of the persons punished, I incline to think that 
be the meaning of this phrase of " heaping coals of fire on their heads." 

1' We may note here, that how sacred soever au oath was esteemed among the people  , 
of God in old times, they did not think it obligatory where the action was plainly un-
lawful. For so we see it was in this of David, who although he had sworn to destroy 
Nabal and his firoily, yet does he here, and I Sam. xxv. 32, 33, 34. bless Gbd for pre- 
tenting his keeping this oath, and from shedding of blood, as he had sworn to do. 	Ai 

.4  
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" own bands dun." At which time he understood that the 
wicked arc prosecuted by God ; that he does not overlook any 
man, but bestows on the good what is suitable to them, and in-
flicts a deserved punishment on the wicked. So he sent to 
Nabal's wife, and iii ited her to come to him, to live with him, 
and to be his wife. 'Whereupon she replied to those that came, 
that she was not worthy to touch his feet ; hovever, she came 
with all her servants, and beCame his wife, having received that 
honour on account of lice wise and righteous course of life. She 
also obtained the same honour partly on account of her beauty. 
Now David had a wife before, which he married from the city 
Abesar ; for as to Michal, the daughter of king Saul, who had 
been David's wife, her father had given her in marriage to Phalti,. 
the son of Laish, who was of the city Caitlin.  

9. After this came certain of the Ziphites, and told Saul,  th 
David was come again unto their country, and, if he would af-
ford them his assistance, they could catch him. So he came to 
them with three thousand armed men ; and upon the approach 
of night, he pitched his camp at a certain place called jlachilah. 
But when David heard ,that Saul was coming against him, he 
sent spies, and bid them let him know to what place of the 
country Saul was already come ; and when they told him he was 
at Ilachilah, he concealed his going away from his own compa-
nions, and came to Saul's camp, having taken with him Abishai, 
his sister Zertliah's son, and Ahimclech the Hittite. Now Saul 
was asleep ; :, ad the armed men, with Abner their commander, 
lay round 	'Aim in a circle. Hereupon David entered into 
the king's ten., but lie did neither kill Saul, though he knew 
where he lav, by the spear that was stuck down by him, 
nor did he give kayo. to AbLhai, who would have killed 
him, and was eanie5tly butt upon it so.to do : for he said, 

It was a horrid clime to kill one that was ordaineti king by 
" God, althoo:;!1 he was a wicked man ; for that he who gave 
" him the• dowinion, would in time inflict punishment upon 
" him." So he restrained his eagerness : but that it might ap-
pear to have been  in his power to have killed him w hen lie re-
frainediffrom it, he took his spear, and the cause of water v 
stood by Saul as he lay asleep, without belle!: perceived b, • 
Qf the c  .p, who were all asleep, and went securely talky) 
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opportunity afforded, and his boldness encouraged him to do. 
So when he had passed over a brook, and was gotten up to the 
top of a hill, whence he might be sufficiently heard, he cried 
aloud to Saul's soldiers, and to Abner their commander, and 
awaked them out of their sleep, and called both to him and to 
the people. Hereupon the commander heard him, and asked 
wit') it was that called him. To whom David replied, " It is I, 
" the son of Jesse, whom you make a vagabond. But what is 
" the matter ? Dust thou that art a man of so great diguitf, and 
" of the first rank in the king's court, take so little care of thy 
" master's body ?, and is sleep of more consequence to thee than 
" his preservation, and thy care of him ? This negligence of 
" yours deserves death, and punishment to be inflicted on you, 
" who never perceived, when, a little while ago, some of us en-
" tered into your camp, nay, as far' as to the • king himself, and to 
" all the rest of von. If thou look for the king's spear, and his 
" cruse of water, thou wilt learn that a mighty Tnisfortune was 
" ready to overtake you in your camp without your knowing of 
" it." Now, when Saul knew David's voice, and understood, 
that when he had him in his power while he' was asleep, and his 
guards took no care of him, yet did not he kill him, but spared 
bhn, when he might justly have cut him off, he said, that " he 
cc owed 1dm thanks fur his preservation ; and cahorted him to be 
" of good courage, and not be afraid of suffering any mischief 
" from hint any more, and to return to his own home, fur he was 

now persuaded that he did lid- love himself so well as he was 
beloved by  fitiol : that he had driven away him that could 
guard him, and had given many demonstrations of his good-

" will to him : that he had forced him to live srl long in a state 
of banishment, and in great fears of his life, destitute of his 

" friends and his kindred, while 	he was often saved by him, 
and frequently received his life again  NI  hen it was evidently in 

" danger of perishing." So David bid them send for the spear 
'Ind the cruse of. .water, and take them back; adding this 
Withal, that " God would be the iudt;.e of both their di.spc;i-
" dons and of the actit;n4 that flowed from the same, who knows 
" that when it was this day in Inv power to have killed thee I 

atntained from it." 
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10. Thus Saul having escaped the hands of David- twice, be 
went his way to his royal—palace, and his own city : but David 
was afraid, that if he staid there he should. .be caught by Saul, 
so he thought it better to go-up into the land of the Philistines 
and abide there. Accordingly he came with the six hundred men 
that were with him to Achish, the king of Gath, which was one 
of their five cities. Now the king received bith him and his 
men, and gave them a place to inhabit in. He had with him 
also his two wives, Ahinoam and Abigail, and he dwelt in Gath. 
But *hen Saul heard this, he took no farther care about sending 
to him, or going after him, because he had been twice in a man-
ner caught by him, while he was himself endeavouring to catch 
him. However, David had no mind to continue in the city of 
Gath, but desired the king, that since he had received him with 
such humanity, that he would grant him another favOur, and be-
stow upon him some place of that country for his habitation, for 
he was ashamed, by living in the city, to be grievous and bur-
densome to him. So Achish gave him a certain village called 
Ziklag; which place David and his sons were fond of when he 
was king, and reckoned it to be their peculiar inheritance. But 
about those matters we shall give the reader farther information 
elsewhere. Now the time that David dwelt in Ziklag, in the 
land of the Philistines, was four months and twenty days. And 
now he privately attacked those Geshurites and Amalekites that 
were neighbours to the Philistines, and laid waste their country, 
and took much prey of their beasts and camels, and then return-
ed home; but David abstained from the men, as fearing they 
should discover him to king Achish, yet did he send part of the 
prey to him as a free gift. And when the king inquired whom 
they had attacked when they brought away the prey, he said, 
those that lay on the south of the Jews, and inhabited in the 
plain ; whereby he persuaded Achish to approve of what be had 
done, for he hoped that David had fought against his own nation, 
and that now he should have him for his servant all his life long, 
and that he would stay in his country. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 	sno 

	

vr 	. 
How Saul, upon God's not answering him concerning the fight 11 

with the Philistines, desired a necromantic woman to raise up 
the soul qr: Samuel to him; and how he died, with his sons, 
upon the overthrow of the Hebrews hi battle. 
• 

§ 1. ABOUT the same time the Philistines resolved to make 
var against the Israelites, and sent to all their confederates that 
hey would go along with them to the war to Iteggan, [near the 
ity Shanent], whence they might gather themselves together, 
nd suddenly attack the Hebrews. Then did Achish, the king  t 

of Gath, desire David to assist them with his armed men against I 
the Hebrews. This he readily promised; and said that the 
time was now come wherein he might requite hint for his kind-)!  
tress and hospitality: so the king promised to make him the 
eeper of his body after the victory, supposing that the battle 

..i.ith the enemy succeeded to their mind; which promise of 
honour and confidence he made on purpose to increase his zeal 
for his service. 

2. Now Saul, the king of the Hebrews, had cast out of the,  
Country the fortune-tellers, and the necromancers, and all such 
s exercised the like arts, excepting the prophets. But when he, 
yard. that the Philistines were already come, and had pitched;h  
heir camp near the city Shnem, situate in the plain, he made' ,  
ante to oppose them with his forces; and when he was conic to 
certain mountain called Gilboa, he pitched his camp over- 

against the enemy; but when l saw the enemy's army he was 
greatly troubled, because it appeared to him to be numerouso  
nd superior to his own; and he inquired of God by the pro-,. 
bets concerning the battle, that he might know beforehand 
hat would•be the event of it. And when God did not answer 
im, Saul was under a still greater dread, and his courage fell, ,  

oreseei ng, as was but reasonable to suppose, thlt mischief would 
efall hint, now God was not there to assist hint ; yet did he 
id his  servants to inquire out for him Some woman that was al
cromancer, cromancer, and called up the souls of the dead, 

01,, t. 

greatly  

2 1., 	
that so hey,  

• 	. 

   
  



might know whether his affairs would succeed to his mind ; for 
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this sort of necromantic. women that bring up the souls of the 
dead, do by them foretell future events to such as desire them. 
And one of his servants told him, that there was such a woman 
in, the city Endor, but was.known to nobody in the camp; here-
upon Saul put off his royal apparel, and took two ,of those his 
servants with him, whom he knew to be  moss  faithful to him, 
and came to Endor to the woman, and entrelted her to act the 
part of a fortune-teller, and to bring up such a soul to him as 
he should name to her. But when the woman opposed his mo-
tion, and said, "She did not despise the king, who had banished 
(' this sort of fortune-tellers, and that he (lid not do well himself; 
" when she had done him no harm, to endeavour to lay a snare 
" for her, and to discover that she exercised a forbidden art, in 
" order to procure her to be punished ;" he sware that nobody 
should know what she did; and that he would not tell any one 
else what she foretold, but that she should incur no danger. As 
soon as he bad indUeed her by this oath to fear no harm, be hid. 
her bring up to him the soul of Samuel. She not knowing who 
Samuel was, called him out of Hades. When he appeared, 
and the woman saw one that was venerable, and of a divine 
form, she was in disorder; and, being astonished at the sight, 
she said, " Art not thou king Saul ?" for Samuel had informed 
her who he was. When he.had owned that to be true, and had 
asked her whence her disorder arose, she said, that " she san' 
" a certain person ascend, who in his form was like to a god:.  
And when ho bid her tell him what he resembled, in what habit 
he appeared, and of what age he %%as, she told him, " he teas 

an old man already, and of a glorious personage, and had 00 
a sacerdotal mantle." So the king discovered by these signs 

that he was. Samuel ; and he fell down upon the ground; and 
saluted, and worshipped him. And when the soul of Samuel 
ipiked him, why he had disturbed him, and caused him to be 
brought up, he lamented the necessity he was under; for la; 
said, that his " enemies pressed heavily upon him : that he 

was in ilistress what to do in his present circumstances; that 
" he was forsaken of God, and could obtain no predicti 
a  was 	ing, neither by prophets nor by dreams; and (I. 
" these ere the reasons why I have recourse to thee,  N' 	,‘ 
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tookest care of me." But 't' Samuel, ...ecing that the 'cad of 
Saul's life was come, said, " It is vain for thee to desire 
" to learn of me any thing farther, when God lath forsaken 
' thee : however, hear what 1 say, that David is to be kintr, and 

to tini,,11 this war with good success; and thou art to lose thy 
,‘ dominion and thy life, because thou didst not obey God in 
' the war with the Amolehitcs, and Last not kept his com-
mandments, as I foretold dice while I was alive. Know, 

" therefore, that the people shall be made subject to their cue-
,' Dries, and that thou, with thv sons, shall fall in the battle to-

morrow, and thop shalt then be with me [in Hades]." 
3. When Saul had heard this, he could not speak for grief, 

/id fell down on the floor, whether it were from the sorrow that 
rose upon what Samuel had said, or from his emptiness, for he 
ad taken no food the foregoing day nor night, he easily fell 
site down: and when with difficulty he had recovered himself, 
te woman would force him to cat, beg-ging this of him as a favour 
n account of her concern in that dangerotrs instance of fortunz-
elling, which it was not lawful for her to have done, because of 
he fear she was under of the king, while she knew not who he 
'a,:, yet did she undertake it, and go through with it ; on which 
etount she entreated hini to admit that a table and food might 
c' tact before him, that he might recollect his strem,;tit, 4111(1 so 
et safe to his own camp. And when, lie opposed her motion, 

Itnd at last persuaded him to, it. NOW she 1111d one calf that she 
, . and entirely rejected it, by reason of his annicty, she forced him, 

Was very fond of, and one that she took a great. deal of care of, 
and fed it herself, lor she was it woman that got her living by 
the labour of her own hands, and had no other possession but 
that one calf; this site killed,' and made ready its flesh, and set 1 

• TM+ himory of Saul'a coo4ultatio,), ii,t with a %%itch, as we render the Hebrew 
ord here, but with a liecunnaneer, Its ill,  whol, history sbewri, is easily underlood, 
specially if ire consult the IteeognIllons ot.  Clemeni, B. I. chap. v. at large, and more 
tiefly, and nearer the by of Samuel, Ecelns..shi. in. '+ Samuel plophe,ied after 

it 
 
1115 death, and 'hewed the king his rod, and lift up hit NI:kr from the earth ht pro- 

irk4r

phecy," to blot out " the wickedness of the people." Nor doe • the exactness of the • 
complishment of this prcilietion, the very next day, permit us to supine any imposi-

tion upon Saul in the present history; for 1.3 SO all nioaern hyrytht•sea agaiust the tunurn1 

II

g  ter,..e  of loch aucient end authentic histoliut, I take them to be (Avery wall ..th.t or 

ccosi,;Ieration. 
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it before his servants and himself. So Saul came to the camp 
while it was yet night. 

4. Now it is but just to recommend die generosity of this 
woman*, because when the king had forbidden her to use that 
art whence her circumstances were bettered and improved, and 
when she had never seen the king befitre, she still (lid not re-
member to his disadvantage that he had condered her sort of 
learning, and did not refuse him as a stranger, and one that she 
had had no acquaintance with; but she had compassion upon 
him, and comforted hint, and exhorted hint to do what he was 
greatly averse to, and offered him the only creature she had, as a 
poor woman, and that earnestly, and with great humanity, while 
she had no requital made to her for her kindness, nor hunted 
after any future favour from him, for she knew he was to die; 
whereas men are naturally either ambitious to please those that 
bestow benefits upon them, or are very ready to serve those from 
whom they may receive some athantage. It would he well 

therefore to imitate the example of this woman, and to do kind-
nesses to all such as are in want ; and to think that nothing is 
•better, nor more becoming mankind, than such a general bene-
ficence, nor what will sooner render God fa% ourable, and ready 
to bestow good things upon us: And so far may suffice to have 

,spoken concerning this woman. But 1 shall speak farther upon 
another subject,, which will afford Inc an opportunity of discours-
ing on what is for the advantage of cities, and people, and na-
tions, and suited to the taste of good men, and will encourage 
them all in the prosecution of virtue, and is capable of showing 
them the method of acquiring glory, and an everlasting fame; 
and of imprinting in the kings of nations, and the rulers of cities, 
great inclination and diligence of doing well;' 	as also of encou- 
raging them to undergo dangers,' and to die for their countries, 
and of instructing them how to despise all the most terrible ad-
versities; and I have a fair occasion offered tue to enter on such 

* These great commendations of this necromantic woman of Endor, and of 
fladlial courage, molten yet he knew he :diould die in the battle, are somewhat unusual 
digressions in .Inseplina. They 411.111 to use estmcted from mune arITC11C3 or de-

clamations of his enotposed formerly, in the way of oratory, that lay by 
which he thought fit to iteiert upon this occasion. See before on Antiq. 	11  • 

teat. ti, 
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a discourse by Saul the kiwi,. of the I  kbrews; for although he 
knew what 1...H C0/11111'..!,' upon him, and that he 	to die im- 
mediately h: the prediction of the prophet, he did not resolve to 
fly from death, nor so far to indulge the have of lit.; as to betray 
his own people to the.enerny, or to bring a disgrace on his roya 
dignity; hut, cNposing himself, as wall as ;t1I his 1.‘onily :Id child 
ren to dangers, he thought it a brave thing to fall together with 
them, :IS he was fighting for his subjects, and that it was better 
his sons should (lie dins, showing their •c(aurage, th;ut to leave 
them to their uncertain conduct afterwatd, while, instead of 
cession and pttstcrity, they gained commendation and a las 
name. Such a one alone seems to me tube a just, a courageous, 
and a prudent man; and when any one has arrived at these dis-
positions, or shall hereafter arrive at them, he is the man that • 
ought to be by all hononred with the testimony of a virtuous or 
courageous man; for as to those that go out to war with hopes 
of success, and that they shall return safe, supposing they have 
performed some glorious action, I think those do not du well who 
call these valiant men, as so many historians, and other writers 
who treat of them, are wont to do, :though I confess those do 
justly deserve some commendation also, but thoso only nut be 
styled courageous and bold in great undertakings, and despisers 
of adversities, who imitate Saul; for as ror those that do not know 
what the event of war will be as to themselves, and though they 
do not faint in it, but deliver themselves IT to uncertain futurity, 
and are tossed this way and that way, This is not so very eminent 
ant ilitanee  of a generous mind, although they happen to per-
fulTh many great exploits ; but when men's winds expect no 
good event, hilt they know beforehand they must die, and that 
they must tindery:4) that death in the battle also, after this neither 
101 be ;1141u:toed, nor to be astonished, at the te; tilde fate that is 
coining, but to go directly upon it, when they know it before-
hand, this it is what 1 esteem the  c.rnacter of a man truly cou-
rageous. Accordingly this Saul did, and thereby demonstrated 
that all men who desire fame after they are dead, arc so to act 
as they may obtain the same: this especially concerns kings, who 
ought out to think it enough in their high stations that they are 
nut wicked in the government of their subjects, but to be ' 
Inure than modetately good to them. 1 could say more than 
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t is about Saul, and his courage, the subject affording matter 
sufficient, but that I may nut appear to run out improperly in hi3 
commendation, I return again to that history from which I made 
this digression. 

3. Now when the Philistines, as I said before, had pitched 
their camp, and. had tal,en an account of their forces, according 
to their nations, and kingdoms, and governments, king Achish 
came last of :all with his own army; idol: Nvlium came David 

ith his six Loafed ;tuned men. And when the commanders 
of t1, Philistines stiw him, they asked the king, whence these , 
Ilel•ews came, and at whose invitatiOn. Ile ainvered, that 

it was David, who Ivas tied away front his master Saul, and 
" that he had entertained him when he C.LIOO to him, and that 

4" now he was will 	to make hint his requital for his favours, 
and to aveng'e himself upon Saul, and so was become 	con- 

ci 	The commanders complained of this, that he had 
taken liim for a confederate who was an enemy, and  galiV  hits ' 
counsel to FCIld him away, lest h.' should unaware; do his friend 

great deal of mischief, by cutef taining him, for that he ;Annie(' 
nin an opportunity of being reconciled to his master, by doing 
ischief to our army. They thereupon desired him, out of a • 

rodent foresight of this, to send him away, with his six hundred 
rmed men, to the place he had given him for his habitation; 

that this was that David whom the virgins celebrated in their 
writers, as having destroyed ninny ten thousands of the Philistines. 
Vhcn the king of Gath heard this, he th.oui.cht they spake well; 
o he called David, and said to him, " As for myself, I can bear 

witness that thou bast shown great diligence and kindness •• 
about me, and on that account it was that I took thee for my 
confederate ; however, 'what I have done dues not please the 
comniamWtof the Philistines, go therefore within a day's -
time to die-place I have gigot thee, without suspecting any 

,:httrin, and there keep my country, lest any of our enemies 
should make an inemsion upon it, which will .be one part of 

'that assistance which I expect from thee." So David came to 
tklag, as the king of Gath bid hint; but it happened, that while 

was gone to the assistance of thc Philistines, the Await-kites 
ad made an hicntsioe, and taken Ziklag before, and had burnt 
t; ar4 kwhen ihey ,had taken a great deal of other prey out of 

•04/4-' 
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that place, and out of the other parts of the Philistines' country, 
they departed. 

G. Now when David found that Ziklag was laid waste, and 
that it was all spoiled, and that as well his own wives, which 
were two, as the wives of his companions, with their children, 
were made captives,  he prt4011t IV Wilt his •  clothes, weeping and 
lanhaiting, to,rether with his friends; anti indeed he was so east 
down with these misfortunes, that at length tears themselves 
failed bier. Ile was al.so in danger of being stoned to death by 
Iris companions, who were greatly afflicted at the captivity of 
their wires and children, for they laid the blame upon him of 
what had happened. But when he had recovered himself out 
of his grief, and had raised tip his mind to GO, he desired the 
high-pikst Ai/lath:1r 10 pot ou his qacerdwal garments, and to 
inquire of God, and to prorhesy to him, " 'Whether God would 
" grant, that if he pursued after the Antalekites, he should 

$ cc overtake them, and save their wives and their children, and.  
" avenge himself On the enemies." And when the high-priest 
hid him to pursue after them, he marched apace, with his six 
hundred men, after the enemy ; and when he was come to a 
certain brook called Besot., and had lit upon one that wits 
Wand:ling about, an Egyptian by birth, who was almost dead 
with taut :old famine (tier he had continued wandering about 

idiom foA1 in the wildertics three day:), he first of all gave 
him sustenance, both meat :Ind drink, and thereby refreshed him. 
Ilo  drat asked hint, to whom he belon:!ed, and  IVIWI/Ve 

eallh% 	Whet/111/011 111e 110111 /Old /1111/ he was an Egyptian by 
bit th, and v..as lett behind by his master, because he  with SO  sick 
and weak, that he could not follow him.. tie also informed him, 
that he was one of those that had blunt and plundered, not only 
other parts of Judea, but Ziklag, it ch also. So David made use 
of hint as a guide to find out the Am:tit:1;4s; and when he had 
oyertakcn them,  lei  they lay scattered :Wool on the ground, some 
at dinner, some di,ordered, mid entirely drunk with wine, and in 
the fruition of their spoils anti their ploy, he fell upon them On 
the sudden, mid made a great slaughter among them, Mr they 
were naked, and expected no such thing, but had betaken them-
selves to drinking and feasting, and so they were all easily destroyed. 
Now some of them that acre overtakcu as they lay at the table, 
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were slain in that posture, and their blood brought up wi.th•it 
their meat and their drink. They slew others of them as they 
were drinking to one another in their cups, and some of them 
when their full bellies had made them fall asleep; and for so 
many as had time to put (al all their armour, they slew them 
with the sword, with no less case than they did those that were 
naked ; and for the pates' ,Ins of David, they eintinued also the 
slaughter from the lit-. I: nr of the day to the evening, so that 
there were not above lour hundred of the Amalekites left, and 
they only escaped by getting. upon their dromedaties and camels. 
:1ceot dinghy David recovered, not only all the other spoils which 
the enemy had carried away, but Isis wires also, and the wives of 
his companions. But when they WON come to the place where 
they had left the two hundred nk.n, which were not able to fol-
low them, but were left to take care oldie stuff, the four hundred 
men (lid not think lit to divide among them any other parts of 
what they had gotten, or of the prey, since they did not aecom- I 
pany them, but pretended to be feeble, and did not follow them 
in the pursuit of the enemy, but said, they should he contented 
to have safely recovered their wives; yet did David pronounce, 
that this opinion of theirs was evil and unjus.st,t and that when 
God had granted them .such at favour, that they had avenged 
themselves un their enemies, and had recu.ered all that be-
lo)ged to themselves, they should make an equal distribution of 
what they had gotten to all, because the rest Issol tarried behind 
to gnat(' their stuff; and 1.,.oin that time this law obtaiued among 
ti.stio, that those who gnsoded the stuff, shothl receive an equal 
'.tt.re with those (dm fought in the battle. Ni.sw (Attu David 

,,...- ( a: ,t to ZikIng, he sent portions of the sp,,ils to till that had 
been familiar with him, and ri hi, friend, it: the tribe of Judah. 
And thus ended the afnirs of the plundering of Ziklag, and of the 
slaughtex(pf the Antakkites. 

‘.tr)f.   Xetiv upon the Philistines joining. battle, thole followed a 
,csli 111,1 ti ' engagement, and the Philistines b‘..eame me conquerors, 

•:' rout slew a great tunriber of their enemies ; but Saul the king of 
Israel, and his sons, fought courageou.lv, and with the utmost 
alacrity, as knowing that their entire u:loty lay in nothing else but 
dying honourably, and exposing themsel% es to the utmost danger 
from the enemy (for they had nothing else to hope fur), so they , 
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brought upon themseh cs the whole power of the enemy, till 
they were encompassed round and, slain, but not before they had 
16110;1m:thy of the Philistines. Now the sons of Saul were Jo-
nathan, mid Abinadab, and Nbtlehisua ; artd \viten these were • 
slain, the 111111(011de of the Hebrews were put to flight, and all 
was disorder and confusion, and slau,ghter, upon the Philistines 
pressin!,  in npon them. But Said himself lied, having a strong 
body of soldiers about hint ; and upon the'Philistiues sending 
after him those that threw javelins and shot arrows, he lost all 
his compain, except a few ; as for himself he fought with great 
bravery, and when he had received so many wounds, that lie was 
not able to bear up, nor to oppose any longer, and yet was not 
able to hill himself, he hid his armour-bearer draw his sword 
and run him through, In' ore the enemy should take him alive. 
But his amour-beater not darilig to kill his master, he drew his 
own sword, and placing him self Over-against its point, he threw 

t.pon it, and %% hen he could neither run it through him, 
nor, 	leauing agaitr,t it, tuatLe the sword pass through him, he 
turned hint round, and asked a certain young man that stood by, 
who  lie was ; and when he understood that he was uu Amalekite, 
he desired him to force the swo:d through him, because he was 
not able to do it with his own hantk, and thereby to procure hint 
such a death as he desired. Thig the young than did 'accord-
ingly ; and he took the golden bracelet that was on Saul's arm, . 
and his royal crown that Wa S on his head, and ran array.. And 
when Saul's arinoar-bearer saw that he was slain, he killed him-
self ; nor (lid any of the king's guards escape, but they all fell 
upon the 'mutat:tin called Gilboa. But when those Hebrews that 
dwelt in the valley beytnal Jordan, and those who had their cities 
itt Ow pla i n,  heard t hat  Slut lnd his sons were hdlen, and that 
the  InulCt title about diem  WeIV th.41 )yed, they left their own 

and ticd to such as were he best fortified and fenced ; 
uutl the Philistines finding those cities desetted, came and dwelt 
In thew. 

8. On the ne,.t day, when the Philistines came to strip their 
"-"mies that there slain, they got the bodies of Stud, and of his 
Solis, and stripped them, and (Ott oil their heads : and they sent 
ita's".ellgerst. all about their country, to ac(praint them that their 
"1"1111ei Were  fallen ; and they dedicated their armour in the. 
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temple of Astarte, but hung thuir bodies on erases /It the walls of 
the city Bethshan, which t now called Seythopolis. But when 
the inhabitants of Jabesh-Gilead heard tliat they hid diAent- 
hered the dead bodies of Saul, and of his sons, they deemed it so 
horrid a thing to overlook this barbarity, and to r,,itlIcr them to 
he without hmcral rites, that the no...t courageoir. and hardy 
among them (and indeed that city hrid itt it tnetoth:q were very 
stout both in mind and bol t-), join neyed 	ni,,At, and come to 
Bethshap, and approached to the enemy's wall, and taking dorm 
the bodies of Saul and of his sate, they cart icd ti,rtn to Jahesh, 
whtic the enemy were not able entior,h, nor hold enoetji, to hinder  ',' , 	. 
them, because of time great courage; SO the people of Jabesh 
wept all in general, and buried their bodies in the best place of 
their eountry, which was called 	Ionia ; awl they observed a-1.  

• public mourning for them seven days, with their wives and child-
ren, beating their breasts, and lamenting. the king and his sons, 
without either tasting meat or drink = [till the evening]. 

O. To this his sad end did Saul come, according to the pro-
phecy of Samuel, because he disobeyed the commands of God 
about the A malekites, and on the at ,count of destroying the fa-
mily of Ahimelech the high-priest, with rlhimtlech himself, and 
the city of the high-priests. Now Saul bun he had reigned 
eighteen years, tvhile SanntLil w; s alit e, and at'ter his death two 
land twenty], ended his life in this manticur. 

"II!, 	 or 	I. (1.1y1 V.I.,11(1111  ot,.1t or drink," id 

	

01 St. l'..111'5, 1CO3, X \ %II. 	" Thlet :y I 111(4 coolie( 	,.1;o  that ye hate  
•‘ 	;  tot) ronointi I todito.,,,h1tvite; tiiken 	and tic '111.11,1ton. of the thing, and 
the itttpio.dbility 	stlietly tinting 	tellohe to here to nuili•rit and Lush .103tipluts 
and the interi•il midair of thi, • pry, I Stun. 	13. ff oin whepee  lie took it, at,,t dy riming 
till the evening; tot 	ideritntid St, Paid, tuber that thin was mally the font- 
teenth day of thejr 	nous weather in ti.• mri.itie Seta, 71t1 Ver. 47. ticl that oil this 
fvurteel9h thy alupthey hail continued lasting, Anil hail taken nothilly, before the cvett- 

	

Therireithinl'tr their long 	%rt.  91. Itirlim el Inc to believe the fiance 
otrlieat 	1.01,tIte tent h, and that (LI 	 iiwn fur a fortnight what it low, hero  , 
tin a • 	 y kept all 	(11‘)..- entirely tts fugti till the. s vetting, IAA nor 
14e1'.• 	xx. 	sxi. 2. 1 .S.111.. %iv. 2.1..i gAn. i. 12. A 	B. VII. clu.r, vii. 
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Book VII. 	ANTIQUITIE OF TUE JEWS. 

1300K VII. 

Co NTA INING 	INTIMVA I, OF FoRTV Yr-111S. 

From the Di nth of Saul to the Death 	Davie 

CIIAPTEII 1. 

Iwo Arvid reilruerl over one tribe at Hebron, while the so 
Saul reigned over the rot of the multitude ; and how in the 
c'it'il tear, which that arose, .Isobel and Abner acre slain  yr  

1. TI 1Is light proved to be on the 9ame day tvheroon David   o 
as come back to Ziklag, atter he had overcome the Amalekit '. 
ow when he had been already two (lays at ZIda!;, there 'came  p„ 

0 him the man w110 slew Saul, whiAt was the third day after the  t, 
rht. He had escaped out of the belle which the Israelites had  .' 
ith the Philistines, and had his clothe; rout, and ashes upon his ,, 
cad. And v: hey heMade his obeisance to David, he iUquired  •J 

1 	A f him whetice he came. De replied, from the battle of toe 
aelites : and he intOvnual him, th:tt the end of it met unfortu- ' 

ate mint ten thousands of the Lraclitcs 1)1\1112; been cut o 
nd Ssul, to 	\yid\ his sons, slain. He al,o said, that he 
ould well give him this information, hecauso he was present at 
he victory gained over the I lelneus, and was with the Ling ‘vh2n L  
e lied. Nor dirt he deny that he had Itimsdi shin the king, 
ben he W:19 ready to be taken by the enemy, and he himself e.:(c- 
orted lihn to do it, hecaiv,e, when he was (Wen on 11.r. sward, 

lii,, great wounds had made him so weak that 11V vas not able to 
hill him,e11. lie al,o produced demonqraions that the king was 
slain, which were the :.701den hrAcelets that had been on the  1 
king's tiring, and his crown, which .lie had (ikon. nnaval'f rom  I 

iiiSail's   dead body, and had brought them to hint. So  nividillii 
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ing no longer any room to call in question the truth of what he 
said, but seeing most evident marks that Saul was dead, he rent 
his garments, and continued all that day with his companions, in 
weeping and lamentation. This grief was augmented by the 
consideration of Jonathan, the so of Saul, who had been his 
most faithful friend, and the occasion of his own deliv,.rance. 
He also demonstrated himself to have such grfat virtue, and 
such groat kindness for Saul, as not only to take his death to 
heart, though he had been frequently in danger of losing his life' 
by his means, but to punish him that slew him : for when Davidi" 
had =aid to him, that he was become his own aevuser, as the very' 
man that had slain the king, and when he understood that he was 
the son of an Amalekite, he commanded hint to be slain. He 
also committed to writing some lamentations and funeral cow- ,. 
mendarions of Saul and Jonathan, ttItieh have continned to my 
own age. 

2. Now when David had paid these honour,  to the king, he 
left oil his mourning, and inquired of God by the prophet, which 
of the cities of the trihe.of Judah he would bestow upon him to 
dwell in ; who answered that he bestowed upon hint Hebron. 
So he left Zihlag, and came to Hebron, and took with him his 
wives, which were in number two, and his armed men ; where-
upon all the people of the forementioned tribe carte to him, and 
ordained hint their king. But when he heard that the inhabit-
ants orJabesh-Gilead had buried Saul and his sons .f honourably,I, 
he sent to them and commended them, and took W hat they had 
done kindly, and promised to malet thew amends for their care 
of those that were dead; and at the Sank' duce he informed 
them, that the tribe of Judah laal chosen him for their king. 	; 

3. But as so 	..1 Inter the :,, n of Net., who was general of  ',1 IOC 
Sanl's army, PIM at very active man, and good-natured, knew that  7 
the king and Jonathan, zed his Iwo (Alice sons, were fallen in the i 
hattk., he wade hate into the vamp ; and taking away with hint  i 
the rein:tilling son of Sanl, whose name was Ishbosheth, he  I 
passed over to the land beyond Jordan, and ordained him the 1 
king of the whole multitude, excepting the tribe of Judah; and 
made his royal se0t in a place called in our language Mahana:an, 
but  ih the  :logflitge of the Grecians, the Cutups : from whence 
Abner made ha.,tc with a select body of soldiers, to tight with 

-.It 
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such of the tribe of Judah as were disposed to it, for he was angry 
that this tribe had set up David for their king. But Joah, whose 
fitther was Suri, and his mother Zerniah, David's sister, who was 
general of David's army, met him, according. to David's appoint-
ment. I-Ic hail with him his brethren Abishai, and Asahel, as 
also all David's armed men. Now when he met Abner at a cer-
tain fountain, in the city of Gibeon, he prepared to tight. And 
when Abner said to him, that he had a mind to know which of 
them had the inure valiant soldiers; it was agreed between them, 
that twelve soldiers of each side should fight together. So those 
that were chosen out by both the generals for this fight, came 
between the two armies, and throwing their lances one against 
the other, they drew their swords, and catching one another by 
the head, they held °lie another fast, and ran each other's 
swords into their sides and groins, until they all, as it were by 
mutual agreement, perished together. When these were fallen 
down dead, the rest of the army came to a sore hattle, and Ab-
ner':, men were beaten; and when they were beaten, Joab did not 
leave off pursuing them, but he pressed upon them, and excited 
the soldiers to follow them close, and not to grow weary of kill-
ing them. His brethren also pursued them with great alacrity, 
especially the younger Asahel, who was the most eminent of 
them. He was very famous tin his swiftness of foot,fothe could 
not only be too hard for men, but is reported to have over-run a 
horse, when they had a race together. This Asahel ran violently 
After Almer,and would not turn in the least out of the straight way, 
either to the one side or to the other. Hereupon Abner turned 
hack, and attempted artfully to avoid his violence. Sontetinies 
he bade him leave off the pursuit, and take the armour of one of 
his soldiers; and sometimes, when he could not persuade him so 
to do, he exhorted him to restrain himself, and not to pursue 
him any longer, lest he should lOrce hair to kill hint, and I 
should then not be able to look his brother in the face. 
‘vlant Asahel would not admit of any persuasions, but still e 
tinned to pursue Lint, Abner smote him with hi,  spear, as 
held it in his flight, and that by a back-stroke, and gave hie 
deadly wound, so that he died immediately ; bUt those that w 
with him pursuing Abner, when they came to the place where As 
het lay, they stood round about the dead body, and left off the 

   
  



ANTIQUIlfRS OF THE JEWS. 	Book VU 

pursuit of the enemy. However, both Joab * himself and his 
brother Abishui ran past the dead corpse, and inaliing their anger 
at the death of Asahel an occasion of greater zeal against Abner, 
they went on with incredible haste and alacrity, and pursued Ab-
ner, to a certain.  place calked Anunah : it was about sun-set. 
Then did Joab ascend a certain hill, as he stood at that ,place, 
having tire tribe of Benjamin with him, whence he took a view 
of them, and of Abner ako. I lereupon Abner tried aloud, and 
said, " that it was not fit that they should irritate men of the 
" same nation to fight ro bitterly one against another; that as for 
" Asabel his brother, lie was himself in the wrong, when he 

44  would not be advised by hint not to pursue him any farther, 
44  which was the occasion of his wounding and death." So Joab 
consented to what he said, and accepted these words as au ex-
cuse (about Asaliel,) arid called the soldiers hack with the sound 
of the trumpet, as a signal for their retreat, and thereby put a 
stop to any farther pursuit. After which Joah pitched his camp 
there that night ; but Abner marched all that night, and passed 
over the river Jordan, and L':1111i! to Ishbosheth, Saul's son, to Ma-
hataitn. On the next day .144 counted the dead men, and took 
care of all the funerals. Now there were slain of Abner's sol-
diers about three hundred and sixty, but of those of David nine-
teen, and Asahel, whose body Joah and Abishai carried to Beth-
lehem ; and when they had buried lain in the sepulchre of their 
fathers, they came to David to Helgon. From this time there-
fore there began an intestine wan', which lasted a great while, ire 
which the t011owers of David grew stronger in the dangers they 
underwent, and the servants and subjects of itrtil's sons did al-
most every day become wwker. 

4. About this time fAvid was beeoine the father of six sons 
born of ovnitny'rnothers. The eldest was by Alfinoant, and 
lic.wot-t:jalled Ammon ; the second ,.;as Daniel, by his wife 
A1iFbail; the name of the third was Absalom, by Maaeah, the 
dauttliter 	Talrnai, king of Cieshur : the fourth he named Ado- 
nijah, by his wife Flagelth ; the fifth was :-..,hephatiah, by 

; the sixth he called lthream, hy Egl.th. Now while this 

It ought here to he noted that Joah, at A Ahl.hai, fuel AsAleh were all three David's 
nephf wt., the stills of hit 	Zeta...ill, as 1 (.Icon. ii. 16. and that Aliiel5j was also his 
nephew by his They sister Abigail, vcr. 17. 
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intestine war went on, and the subjects of the two kings eair.o 
frequently to action and to fighting, it was Abner, the general of 
the host of Saul's son, who, by his prudence, and the great in, 
terest lie had among the multitude, made them all continue 
tvitlt Ishbwheth ; and indeed it was it considerable time that 
they continued of his party ; but afterward Abner was blamed, 
and an accusation was laid against him, that he went in to tiaul's 
concubine : her name was Ilispah, the daughter of Mali. So 
when he %vas complained of by Isbbosheth, he was very uneasy 
and angry at it, became he had not justice done loin by hit-
bosheth, to whom he had shown the greatest kindness ; where-
upon he threatened to transfer the kingdom to David, and de-
monstrate tint he did not rule over the people beyond Jordan by 
his own abilities and wisdom, bat by his warlike cundnet and 
fidelity iii leading his army. So he sent ambassadors to Hebron 
to David, and desired that he would give hint security upon oath, 
that he ‘vould esteem him his companion and his friend, upon 
condition that he should persuade the people to leave Smil's son, 
and choose him king of the whole country. And when David 
had made that leafsue ‘vith Abner, for he was pleased with his 
messag-e to hint, he desired that he would give this as the first 
stark of perfiirmanec of the present league, that he might have 
his wife Michal restored to him, as lag whom lie had purchased 
with great hazards, and with tho,ye six hundred heads of the Phi.-
istines which he had brought to `'anti her father. So Abner 
took Michal from Phaltiel, who was then her limbund, and sent 
her to David, Ishii°,  heth hinisoli affording him his ;iv:1st:wee, for 
David had written 10 him tint of right he might to have this ids 
Wife restored to him. Abner also called together the elders of 
the multitude, the commanders, and captains of ihoiviod,, an d 
spahr thus to them, that " he had formerly dissuaded theta boot 
" their own resolution hen they were ready to IM.sake Islt-
" hosheth, and to join thenvcIves to David ; that, however, he 
" now gave them leave so to do, if they hail a mind to it, for they 
" knew t hat Cod hadappointed David to be king of all the Hebrews, 

by Samuel the  pi  ophet : and had foretold that he ',Wald punish 
`` the Philistines, and overcome. them, and bring theta under." 
Now when the elders and ruler; heard this, anti understood that  
Abner was come over to those sentiments about the public 
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fairs which they were of before, they changed their measures, and 
came in to David. When these men had agreed to Abner's pro-
posal, he called together the tribe of Benjamin, for all of that 
tribe were the guards of Ishbosheth's body, and he spake to them 
to the same purpose. A ud when he saw that they dill not in the 
least oppose what he said, but resigned themselves up to his opi-
Ilion, he took 81)0111 twenty of his friends midi  came to David, 
in order to receive himself seem ity upon oath from lam ; for we 
may justly esteem those things to be firmer, which every one of 
us (.10 by ourselves, than those tvhich we do by another. lie also 
gave him an account of what he hail said to the rulers, and to the 
whole tribe of Benjamin. And when David had received hilt) 
in a courteous manner, and had treated him Icith great hospitality 
for many days, Abner, when he was disinis.ed, desired him to 
permit him to bring the multitude 	him, that he might de- 
liver up the government to hini, w lien David himself WaS present, 
and a spectator of what was done, 

5. When David had sent Abner away, Joab the general of his 
army came immediately to Helicon ; and when he had under-
stood that Maier hind been with David, and had parted with him 
a little before under le:et-nes and ogreiments, that the got ern- ._ 
ment should be delivered up to David, he fe:ued lest David should 
place Abner, 1010 had :164.1«1 him to gain the kingdoin, in the 
first rank of dignity, especially since he was a shrewd man in 
other respects, in understanding affairs, and in managing them 
artfully, as proper seasons should require, and that he should him-
self be put lower, and be deprived of tie command of the army, 
so he took a knavish and wie1;cd eour,e. Iii the firq place, he 
endeavoured to ealuniniate Abner to the king, exhorting him to 
have a call.: of him, and not to give attention to what he had en-
gaged to do for him, because all he did tended to confirm the 
government to Saul's son : that he came to him deceitfully, and 
with guile, and was pee away in hopes of gaining his purpose 
by this m„nageineia. Eut when he could not thus persuade 
David, our Na him at 	exasperated, he betook himself to a 
project bolder than the Milner. Fle determined to kill Abner; 
and in order thereto lie sent sonic messengers after him to whom 
he gave in charge, that when they should overtake him, they 
should recall Mtn in David's name,and tell him that he had some- 

   
  



Chap. I. 	ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 	 419 

what to say to hint about his affairs, which he had not remem-
bered to speak of when he was with him. Now when Abner 
heard what the messengers said (for they overtook him in a cer-
tain place called Besira, which was distant front Hebron twenty 
furlongs), he suspected none of the mischief which was befalling 
hhn, and came back. 11 ercupon.loab met him in the gate, and 
received him in the kindest manner, as if he was Almer's most 
benevolent acquaintance and friend ; for suelt as undertake the 
vilest actions, in order to prevent the suspicion of any private 
mischief intended, do frequently make the greatrst pretences to 
what really ;,,,00d men sincerely do. So he took hint aside front 
his own followers, as if he would speak with him in private, and 
brought him tutu it void place of the gate, having himself no-
body with hint but his brother Abishai; then he drew his sword, 
and smote him in the groin; upon tvhich Abner died by this 
treachery of .14,ah's, which, as he said himself, was in the way 
of punishment for his brother Asaltel, whom Abner smote and 
slcw as he was plusuing after him in the battle of Hebron, but 

the truth was, out of his tear of losing his command of t he  
army, and his dignity with the king, and lest he should be de-
prit ed of those advantages, and Abner should obtain the first 
rank in David's court. By these examples any one-  may learn, 
how many and how great instances of Itiehellness men \t ill ven-
ture upon, for the sake of getting money and authority, and that 
they mav not fitil of tinter of them ;  for as when they are de-
sirous of obtaining the same, they acquire them by ten thousand 
evil practices, so when they are all•:thl 0f losing them, they get 
them confirmed to them, by plactices m uch Avouse tha t  the for-
Invr, as if Inol other calamity so terrible could befal them us 
the failure of acquiring so exalted all authority, and %%lien they 
have acquired it, and by long cabtom found the sweetness of it, 
the twine; it again: and since this lat would be the hem lest of 
all afflictions, they all of them contrive and venture upon the 
mont difficult actions, out of the fear of losing the smite. But 
let it suftice that 1 Noe made these short reflections upon that 
subject. 

f>. When David heard that Abner was slain, it grieved his 
soul and he called all men to witness, with stretching out leis 
bands to God, mid crying out, that he was nut a partaker in the 
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murder of Ahnt'r, and that his death was not procured by liis 
command or 'approbation. He also wished heaviest curses 
might light upon him that slew him, and'Opon his whole house; 
and he devond. 	 Co  those that had assisted In in this 'murder to the 
satue penalties On its. account; for he took care not to appear to 
have had any hand in this murder, contrary to the assurances he 
,had given, awl the oaths he had taken to Alilr. However, he 
commaiakd a,II the people to weep and lament tkis man, and to 
honour his dead Ludy with the it.sted sub utilities; that is by 
rending their garments, and putth g on sackcloth, and that 
this should he the habit in which they should go bet; re the bier; 
alter cc loch  he followed it himself, with the elder and those that 
were rulct.q, lamenting Abner, and lw his teart., demonstrating 
bi,t good-will to him while he was alive, and his sorrow for him 
now he wAs dead, and that he was not taken of l .+.ith his consent. 
So he buried him at Hebron in a magnificent m.nmer, and in-
dited funeral .elegies for him; he al ..0  3(00(1 dirst orcr the monu-
ment weeping, and can;cd others to do  the .,,inw; nay, 5,0  deeply 
did the death of Abner disorder him, that lt:s compaitions could 
by no means force him to take any food, but lie tillirnwd with 
an oath that he would taste nothing' till the sun was .‘t. This 
procedure gained him the good-will of the multitude; for such 
as had an affection for Abner, were mi:ditily satislical with the 
respect he paid ldm when he was dead, and the observation 
that faith he had plighted to him, wliiehi was showed in 
vouchsafing him all the usual ccrct»onic,,, Ns if he had been his 
kinsman and his friend, and not sulfeting hint to he neglec ted 
and injured with a dishonourable burial, its if he had been hi4  
enemy; insomuch that the entire nation rejoiced at the 1...ins.:" 
gentlenesi and mildness of 	tsition, '_Very on e  he:o., ready to 
suppose that the king %%amid have taken the same e,ire of then' 
in the like circunriatwo, which they saw he showed in the 
burial of th 	body of Abner. And indeed David prineipallY 
intended.  k 	t a good teputation, and therefore he took cart' 
to c..1c..))

, 
 0
A,

4 	as proper in this ease, ‘vlictive none had any A14'  , 	1 

P

.
W1011 	he was the author of Abner's death. Ile also Flo'l  

this to the multitude, float "he was greatly troubled at the death 
c, 	• ot so ';noel a man; and that the affairs of the Hebrews 101  
tc ;1111,,‘,red great detriment by being deprived of hint, who v4.  
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" of so great abilities to preserve them by his excellent advice 
" and by the strength of his hands in war. But he added, that 
"God, who bath a regard to all men's actions, will not suffer 
" this man [Joal] to go di utireveng,ed; but know ye, that I 
" am not nbh• to do any thing to these sons of Zurniali, Joab 
" and Abishai, who have toore power than 1 have, but God will 
'' requite their insolent attempts upon their own heads." And 
this was the fatal conelusion of the life of Abner. 

CHAPTER. Er. 

That upon the skin,;;•likr of .rshimsheth by tlw ircaeh.cry 	his 
friends, Dark! received the wlwle kingdoin. 

§ 1. VORA I..hhosAieth the son of Saul bad heard of the death 
of Abner, 1w took it to lwart to be deprived of a man that was 
otitis kindred, and had indeed given hint the kingdom, but was 
greatlyannetod, and Ahner's death Very nitwit troubled him ; nor  
did he himself outlive any long time, but wa,,, treacherously set 
upon  by the ::011S 01- .WM1111011 (Baiunah and Ruchab were their 
Nunes), and was slain by them; for these h,..ing of a family of 
the Benjamin'', turd of the first rank..among them, thought that 
if they should sky 	 they should obtain large presents 
front David, and be ::male commanders by him, or, however, 
Hhould have some other trust committed to them. :•-•0 when they 
once found him alone, and asleep at noon, in 'an upper room, 
when nome of his guards were there, and when the tt,nt,au that 
kept the door was not tratehing, but was 	;Ace!) also, partly 
ou aceonnt, (Af the labour she bad undergone and p,utly 	ac- 
'!ount of die hem of the day, these men went into the room in 
which khbosheth, Batty. :-on, lay asleep, and slew him ; they also 
tint off his head, and took their journey all that night, and the 
next day, 	suppo-ing thenbelves llying.away from thou,  they 
lied injured, to one that mould accept of this action :is a favour, 
"lid would afford them iwentily. So they came to f kbion, and 
'ilowed David the head of Ishbosheth, and presented thenelives 

to him as his tvell-wishers, and such us !Ilia killed one that was 
116 enemy and antagonist.  het David did not rcli,th what they 
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had done as they expected, but said to them, " You vile wretches, 
" you shall immediately reecive the punishment you deserve. 
" Did not you know what vengeanceI exccutecron hint that mur-
" tiered Saul, and brought me his crown of gold, and this while 
" he who made this slaughter did it as a favour to him, that 11:_. 
" might not be caught by his enemies? Or do you imagine that 
" I ant altered in n; disposition, and suppose thate am not the 
" same man I then was, but am pleased with men that are wicked 
" doers, and esteem your vile actions, when you are become 
" murderers of Your master, as grateful to me, when you have 
" slain a righteous man upon his bed, who never did evil to any 
" body, and treated you with great good-will and respect? 
" Wherefore you shall suffer the punishment due on his account, 
" and the vengeance 1 ought to inflict upon you for killing Ish-
" busheth, and for supposing that I should take his death kind-
" lv at your hands; for you could not lay a greater blot on my 
" honour than by mal.ing such a supposal." When David had 
said this, he tormented them with all sorts of torments, and then 
put them to death;. and he bestowed all accustomed rites on 
the burial of the head -of lshbosheth, and laid it in the grave • 
Abner. 

2. When these things were brought to this conclusion, allUt 
principal men of the Hebrew people came to David to Hebron, 

• with the heads of thousands, and other rulers, and delivered 
themselves up to him, putting hint ill mind of the good-will th 

• had borne to him in Sattlfs life-time, and the respect they then ha  .ffr 
not ceased to pay him when he was captain of a thousand, as 
also that he was chosen of God by Samuel the prophet, he and 
his sons*: and declaring besides, how God had given him power 
to save the land of the Ilcbrew, and to overcome the Philis-
tines. Whereupon he week ed kindly this their alacrity on his 
account; and exhorted them to continue in it, for that they 
should have no reason to repent of bein;4. thus disposed to him. 
do when he bad feasted them, and treated them kindly, he sent 

at 	 a  true 01,141%,tt'ion 01,1ottplet,'1, that Ii,,n)114 I, Ly comitialatnAil Gulp 

entailed the t.tOwtt op ',twit'  and hit p?.ttrity, Sur no turtlk.1 41t4 tlatt tvuail ever rcarli; 

Solomon hims,11 huviti8 31,'  4,1 114(1 jaLeei ,̂  wail,• him dim hit NA, rity 	always 

the farht. to V. 
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theta out to bring all the people to him; upon which there came 
to him about six thousand :00 eight hundred armed men of the 
tribe of Judah, typo bare shields and spears for their tveapons, for 
these had [till now] continued with Saul's son, when the rest of 
the tribe of Judah had ordained David fir their king. There 
Came also seven thousand and one hundred out of the tribe of 
Simeon. Out of the tribe of Levi came four thousand and seven 
hundred, haying Jehoiada for their leader. After these came 
Zndok the high-priest, with twenty-two captains of his kindred. 
Out of the tribe of Benjamin the armed men were four thousand, 
but the rest of the tribe continued, still expecting that some one 
of the house of Saul should reign over them. Those of the 
tribe of Ephraim were twenty thousand and eight hundred, and 
these mighty men of valour, and eminent for their strength. 
Out of the half-tribe of Manasseh came eighteen thousand of 
the most potent men. Out of the tribe of lssachar came two 
hundred, who foreknew what was to come hereafter*, but of arm-
ed men twenty thousand. Of the tribe of Zebulon fifty thou-
sand chosen men. This NVZI••; the Only tribe that cameuniver- 
sally in to David, and all the..e had the same weapons with the 
tribe of Gad. Out of the tribe of Naphtali the eminent men 
and rulers  were one thrntvtnd, whose weapons were shields and 
spears, and the tribe itself followed aftei., being (in a manner) it 
numerable, [thirty-seven thousand]. Out of the tribe of Dan 
there were of chosen Men tINTIltV-SeVell th(111:,alld and six hun- 
dred. Out of the tribe of Asher were forty thousand. Out of 
the two tribes that were beyond Jordan, and the rest of the tub 
Of Alanassch, such as used shields, and Teals, and head-piceee, 
and sword'', were a hundred and twenty thoo,and. The rest of 
the tribe, also made we of swera... This multitude tame t ; 
tiler to .1 Ichlon to David, trout a great (pfam ily of corn, and win 
and all other ,ott:, of food, ;Ind established DaN id in his hi 
dote whit one cement. 	Mien the people had rejoice(  

1  These 	 1.11 4 1, V011e,r11114.4 the 1111.'14 I. 0,11...1, " %%1111 COO' 

" Was (1) cows I n m,,in r," 	t paiaidiraNeil h) the pu, fIi  i teNt, 
'' \Vim had mid, r..taildilig of if 	lit  ..•1  to kii4)..‘ %dm' d rat i otiOLt to 	; 
11.1a1 :l much knowledge iti•astzrtnoor .1% to mike calti.dos Cor thc 1,rorliteu, dna the) 
nlihlit kter (hci r  ft:3(.0411, 411(1 plutigh and $utv, and gt/tIll't iu t t n p harciot, mid 

'Cl (Inc 5ca,',011. 	• 
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three days in Hebron, David and all the people removed and 
came to Jelusitlein. 

CIIIPTER. III. 

How _David lard siege to Jenisahw; and whent he had taken 
the ci.J, he ei;si the Canaanite wit 	it, and brought in tlw' 
Jeu-3 to inhabit theran. 

• 
§ 1. NOW the Jebusites, who were the inhaLitants of Jerusa- 
lem, and were 	citraction Canallttites, shut their gates, and 
placed the blind, :tad tile hate, and all their maimed persons, 
upon the wall, in way of derision (if the king; and said, that the 
very lame themselves would hinder his entrance into it. This 
they did out of contempt of his power, and as depending on the 
strength of their walls.' David was hereby enrae;cd, and Began 
the siege of Jerusalem, and employed his utmost diligence and 
alacrity therein, as intending by the taking of this place to de-
monstrate his power, and to intimidate all others that might be 
of the lihe [evil .) disposition towards him: so lie teoir the lower 
city by force, but the citadel held out still 	whence it was that 
the king, knowing that the propoal of dignities and rewards 

* What q'ir 	r copicit sly of mono( 	it% 	prOperly 4.,4114.(1 the ( Ity of 
David, 	:?,i111. V. L.- 	1:11t1 1.1' 11:1, it. 	nod • (.14)1,e.t ior.v by Dav id, do,acitho., 

to the: 'ude city 	io...114.4:1, 41.4•vgli 	 citti.!ci 44104: by s‘140..4oliority 
",c do clot 1.1111 6111.,I; 	lirtpli 	1)...,j,1 11,41 otnl..d thr In 14..!;01441, or jolly 41 the ci- 
tadel to tin: lotv. r 'ity, as § 2., Joaccilti s 	mil 11,1 lit Ir. tine city. 110v4ewr, Ibis uu- 
tioo SCCI14% lob(' confirmed by whit the t.itta• .!.,., !trot t J 	11 ,11Cei 	 id'44 .44141 many 
other king,' of .11,41als'o orpolebri 41, ultu b, el the nu4144.ra of t he br ills of 1(logi nod 
Clootlit Ice toy, 	 0 the (.it)  tat David, co ,'11(.1 	 they worn in Jett- 

e. 70111%4 of 1).A 	to hunt. bt Pit ul.to it 1,11(ittit id tee in the several 
&Iv 4.f lipetitLov, of 	ter, Amiq. If. XIII. di. viii. § 4. I1. XVI. elk. 
vii. § 1. A. t.. II. if. Nom.' 4.0 nut h rut al avpulelireA hat c Walt Limid about mecum Sion, 
hut an km 	111$444 by tho to 014 14441111131 Ili/MINH, 10111'11 I ‘4161,.4 1 111t Whirr to he thou. 
very ,e1, 	 (be note on chap. 'iv, 5 4. 	liiC !man tints, Jo.ephus's 

it 1: c 	the Mind, awl (hit rouimrII, fit Pet I() keel)thin city or  citadel, .t 
	Ili 1 e the It utli, 01111 0116 the Litt lil,_Wt 10 drat bloor)  ill oto Bible. •  Mr. Occial 

truly obstice.5, r.p. 1haVerturnp, p. 105. that 4J4.441c044.46 itc4,tr 444;116.11:i mount Sine by 
name., an 	ikfor un appellatIve, an I einem., tendi,o fora proper 'incite: he still 

either aly'ca it the ei/fah!, or the ?imp, r ity; our du I 	any mita') fur 11r. Ottios.5 
etit auspicious about this procedure of Jusephos'n. 
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Would encourage the suldiors to greater actions, promised that he 
tvho should first go over the ditches that %vac beneath the citadel, 
and should ascend to the citadel itself and take it, shourd have the 
command of the entire people conferred upon him. So they all 
were ambitious to aseLnil, and flair lit no pains too great in order 
to ascend thither, out of their 6.. :ce of the chief command. 
flowerer Juan, the son of Zeruia11, prevented the rest; and us 
soon as Ile Nvas got up to the citAdel, cu'icd out to the king, and 
claimed the chief command. 

2. When David bud cast the Jebusites out of the chldel, he 
Also rebuilt Jerusalem, and named it Thu City of D.o.id, and 

• abode there till the time of his reign: but Ibr the time that he 
reigned over  the ti the of Judah only in I kbron, it was seven 
years and six month,. .tiow when he hid chosen Jerusakni to 
be his royal eits, his affair.; did more and more prii.-per, by the 
providence of God, who tool; care that they should improve and 
be aup;inented. Iiiram also, the king of the Tyrians, sent am-
basF.iulor.i to Lint, and made a league of mutual friendship and 
to.sistani.e with 11.1111. 	I Ic:t1o) hint presents, ecdar-ttees, and 
mechanics, and men skilful in building and urehiteo tire, that 
they 	build him a royal palace at Jerusalem. Now Dit\ id 
made buildings round about the lower city: he also joined the 
citadel to it, and made it one budyLiind when he had encom- 
passed all with 	appoioted Joab to take care of them. 
It was David, therefore, Vt ho first cast the ichusites out of .Teru-
J:alem, and called it by Ili,  tit% it 11111110, The -  Citv of David: for 
under our foierather Abraiwitt i1 win; t ullr d (:-vtletit 	Soly- 

wa 
 

$; lint after that time sonic say that 1 	r mentions it by 

01 Jv.r 011.1: lave hew 	t1.3, ur 	 :1,..r,-01,m1, or 
1,:,ret• in Jul, 	.,1 ,11,t 	 (I. ill • 1Vm., 	VI. 

• x. That 	 t5 	 S 14',11, L 	OH . d tp. 	 hut 
wig by Ililrt ,1.11t:1111bromlyina 	Jot,  t' •  , t. I ...11,1) 	it to 	utt 	 ttftct 
Abralirm) had kett41141 that orrele Jchm.,11 	"tho Lord n ill 	1 11,41c," Citm, 
• 14. 	The itttlftr wUrtiofireit, with it littItt .11111.114m, itt..1.1%. .1 to the L i  wurp. 

1611 be  Jclusaletn. And 	t b.111:, 	 God 

r` Cod will pi ovolu ltinintif it lamb fur a Initat•tiffering," per. H, 11. i.. thry !,1;d to lan e  
Levu p,v.etl.ial, till die thiy,  or blosee, 	*cemo to ow the inoit pot able demotion 
of that name, which will then denote, that It Gutl %%00,1 pit)vitle vice by dint Lamb of 
" God which nail to talcs Imo), the Atm or Ow 	1,10‘%r%er, t hat %hid% is pot into 
bt Idtcts, can 	boncrul tl.c 1.,t.li•J;.141; 110(6 Ut Joimpluo, as DI. 	 well 
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hat name of Solyma, [for he named the temple Solyma, ac-
ording to the Hebrew language, which denotes security.] Now 
he whole time from the warfare under Joshua our general 
'gainst the Canaanites, and from that war in which he overcame,  
hem, and distributed the land among the Hebrews (nor could 
ie Israelites ever cast the Canaanites out of Jerusalem until this 

time, when David took it by siege), this will time was five 
undred and fifteen years. 

• 3. 1 shall now make mention of Araunah, who was a wealthy 
an among the Jcbusites, but was not slain by David in the 

siege of Jerusalem, because of the toot:-will he bore to the 
,  Hebrews, and a particular benignity and affection which he 

the king himself, which I shall take a more seasonable op 
unity to speak of a little afterwards. Now David married (At; 
i ves over and above those which he had before : he had,a4' 

.otteubines. The sons which he had were in number eleven, 
whose names were Amnon, Ent nos, Eban, Nathan, Solomon,  1:, 

• Behan, Elien, Phalna, Ennaphen, Jenac, Eliphale; and a  ;1  
il

kfIll/r11C1',  Tamar. Nine of these were horn of legitimate wives,":1( 
but the two last-named of concubines: and Tamar had the same 

tother with Absalom. 

CI IA PITA IV. 

hat when Dori4 had conquered the Philistines, who 'mode war 
against him at Jerusalem, he removed the ark to Jerusalem, 
and had a mind to build a temple. 

1. WHEN the Philistines understood that David was made 
mg of the Hebrew's, they made war against hint at Jerusalem ; 
ud when they had seized upon that valley which is called the 
ralley of the Giants, and is a place not tar front the city, they 
uelml their camp therein. But the king of the Jews, who 
aver iiermitted himself to do any thing without prophecy*, and 

t deserves here to be remarked, that Saul very rarely, and David very frequently, 
nsulted God by Grim, and that David aimed always to depend not on his own prudence 
abilities, but on the divine direction, contrary to Stud's practice. 	Sce § 2. and the 

etc on /WIT B. III. chap. viii. § 9. And when Sail's daughter (butt .David's wife) 
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the command of God, and without depending on him as a se-
curity for the time to come, bid the high-priest to foretel to him 
what was the will of God, and what would be the event of this 
battle. And when he foretold that he should gain the victory, 
and the dominion, he led out his army against the Philistines;' 
and when the battle was joined, he. came himself behind, and fell 
upon the enemy on the sudden, and slew some of them, and put 
the rest to Bight. And let no one suppose that it was a small. 
army of the Philistines that came against the Hebrews, as guess.,  
ing so from the suddenness of their defeat, and from their hay--
ing performed no great action, or that was worth recording; 
from the slowness of their march, and want of courage ; but let 
him know that all Syria and Phenicia, with Mani: other nations 
besides them, and those warlike nations also, came to their as-
sistance, and had a share in this war. Mick thing was (he only 
!cause why, when they had been so often conquered, and had lost 
so many ten thousands of their men, they still came upon the 
Iebrews with greater armies ; nay, indeed, when they had so 

'often fitiled of their purpose in these battles, they came upon 
David with an army three times as numerous as before, and 
pitched their camp on the satin' spot of ground as before. The 

-  ,king of Israel therefore inquired of God again concerning the 
event of the battle ; and the high-pr Lest prophesied to him, that 
he should keep his army in the groves, called the Groves of 

.Weeping, which were not far from the enemy's camp, and that 

:event 

._  he should not move, nor begin to fight, till the trees of the grove 

I. should he in motion without the wind's blowing ; but as soon as 
these trees moved, and the time foretold to him by God was 
Come, he should, without delay, go out to gain what was an al-
ready prepared and evident victory ; for the several ranks of the 
enemy's army did not sustain him, but retreated at the first on-. 
set, whom he closely followed, and slew them as he went along;  

,and pursued them to the city of Gaza (which is the limit o 
their country) ; after this, he spoiled their camp, in which la 
found great. riches; and he destroyed their gods. 	t 

. 	'Alichal laughed at David.; dancing before the ark, 2 Sam. vi: it, Sc., and lure, 
2 1 3 ) it is probable she did so, becatn.e her lather Saul did not use to pay such a regard t 

, rite talc, to the 1Jrim there intpti;ed b), or to CIA's wor,hip laifore it, and because she 
• thought it bt nvathtla. dignity of a IsivG to Its 
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When this had proved the event of the battle, David 
thought it proper, upon a. comultation of the elders and rulers, 
and coptt!iwt of thousundF:, to scud for thole that were in the 
flower of theit r.gc out of all his cootitrymen, and out of the whole 
land, and withal for the 	awl the Levite's, in order to their , 
going to IiiKiathjeatim, to Going up the ark of God out of that 
city, and to carry it to Jerut•tilein, and there to kiep it, and otlIT 
berotre it those sacrifices and those other honours, with which 
God used to be well pleased ; for had they dune thus in the 
reit,..n of Saul, they had not uilderinine ally great inisfirrtunes at 
all. :7,o whet) the whole body of the people were come totether, 
as they had reyolved to (11,, the king came to the oth, which the 
priests. brought out of the !lutist! of Aulitaulab, and laid it upon a 
new cart, and permitted their bvethron and their children to 
draw 1 	her with the oxen. Before it went the king and 
the 	. 	;tilde of the people with hint, singiiu hy 'Inv; to 
0.;1, , 	wt.! of all sorts of songs usual among them, with 

Dv: 	'11,0am-tent., anti with dancing 
and 
cymbals, 01111 
come to tii‘: 
was Shrill by the ain 	' 

stretched out his hand, and 

v..itit the sounds of trumpets and of 
to Jerusalem. But as they %vele 

1. a place so called, Lzzolt 
• the oxen :hook the ark, he 
ed, take hold of it. Now 

because lit,  was not a 	, and vet touched the tali, God 
struck him dead. I I crenp(»1 huh doe' king and the people were 
displeascd at the death of Uwah ; turd thc place where he died. 
is still coiled the Illetteli of I 'zzah unto this (lily, So David was 
afraid, and supposing that if he received the ark 10 himself in 
the city, he might suffer in the like manner :et I 	hod suf- 
fered, •%vim, upon 	lane putrid g out his 11.411(1 to the ark, 
died ill the manner ;i1Feody mentioned, he did not receive it to 

'pto tire, city, blithe toc,k it 0,i(te nolo tt certain Owe 

• um 	 • whr i:a111) 	 v.11, 	11..trOVI here that liZZ1111 wuc no 
t (,),,,p11 	 111.14lit Le a I hurt, owl ts.in 1111.11AI/rt.  $ trnek dead 	1011#211- 

tl 	11114111,y vi 	11.w, and our which profmte raultlitta. droll (cps the petipity 

tL 	!'',. N oni1). iv. 15, /0. 	Sot Illi• WO! hatae, Awill. B. VI. di. i. § 4. 111911ot 

C411.11RA, 1.! ,. 	e..e pi/ 41i1;.:7 .hie 4111( ill r. # all, tdtatt it (atv,11# to Ituvr L, ell carried Ly the 
,;(, 	it 'Vat 	 41 ‘1.11 .11111,S 

j r 	1. Migh tie id,u 111 orewion 	tlati Alec vf to l oh titan littaell of 11i 
iv. Ii. i (Jima, 
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belonging to a righteous man, whose name was Obededom, who 
was by his family a Levite, and deposited the ad; with him ; and 
it rem abted there three entire months ; this augmented the 
house of Ohededont, find conferred many Ides:sings upon it. And 
when the king heard what had bef.11en Olyededont,how he was 
become  of :t poor matt, in a low estate, exceedingly happy, and 
the object of envy to all those that saw or inquired after his 
house, he took courage, and hoping that he should meet with 
Ito misfOrtune thereby, he transferred the ark to his own house, 
the priests carrying it, 	ev:al companies of singers, who 
NV01.0 sct in that order by the Lin:, 	before it. and while he 
hitn-elf played nron the hay, and juined in the music, inso-
much, that when his 'a ifc iN1 ichal, the (aughter of Saul, who 
was 011r  first king, saw,  hint !:o  doin7, she laughed at him. But 
when they had brought in .  the ark, they placed it under the 
label:tilde which 1)avid had pitched for it, and he offered 
co,tiy sacrifices and peace.otlerim!,•,, and treated the whole mul-
titude, and dealt both to the 11.0111C11 and the men and the in-
fants a loaf of bread and a cake, and .  another cake baked in a 
Pan, with it portion of the sacrifice. So when ins hatl.thus feasted 
the people, he sent them away, and lie himself returned to his 
o 11' house. 

3. Rut when Michal his wile, thr daughter of Saul, came 
'Jul stood by him, she w.hin d him all other happiness ; and en- 
treated !Ifusocver he should farther desire, to the utmost 

C.fht he given him by (sod, and that he might be 
:4Yonrable  to 	; yet did she blawc him, that SO great a king as 
w was should dance after an uuseem \ manner, and in his dancing 

;""'over hint•ell amoi.g the servants and the hand-maidens. But 
te rcflied, " that he was not a: Itamed to du what was acceptable 

" toCod, who oau preferNd hint bel,wt: her father, and before, all 
44fte r  ; that lie would p,.ay frequently, awl dance, without 

cc any re,:.:;ard to what the hand- maidens and she herself thought 
"1  it" So thill\liehal had no children ; however, when she was ni1  
"Ward married to hint to whom Saul her father had given her 

, 	at this time David bad taken her away from him, and had iftri  • 
"unwlf), she bare five children. But concerning those mat- 

"er,'; 	discourse in a proper 
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.i. Now., when the king saw that his affairs grew better almost 
every day, by the will of God, he thought he should offend him, ,.! ,. 
if, while he himself continued in houses made of cedar, such, as ti 
were of a great height, and had the most curious works of archi-
tecture in them, lie should overlook the ark while it was laid in 
a tabernacle, and was desirous to bu ild a temple to God, as 
Moses had predicted such a temple should 1 . built. And , 
when he had discoursed with Nathan the prop tet about these 
things, and been encouraged by hint to do whatsoever he had a 
mind to do, as having God with him and his helper in all things, 
he was thereupon the more ready to set about that buihling. But 
God appeared to Nathan that very night, and commanded him 
to say to Davidt, that " he took his purpose and his desires 
" kindly, since nobody had before now taker. it into their head 
" to build him a temple, although upon his having such a notion 

he would not permit him to build him that temple, because he 
CC had made many wars,and was defiled with the slaughter of his 
" enemies ; that however after his death in his old age, and when 
" he had lived a lung  life, there should be a temple built by a 
cc son of his, who should take the kingdom after him, and should 
" be called Solomon, whom he promised to provide for, as a fa-
" flier provides for his son, by preserving the kingdom for his 
" son's posterity, and delivering it to them, but that he would 
" still punish him if he sinned, with diseases and barrenness of 

" land." When David understood this from the prophet, and 
was over joyful at this knowledge of the sure continuance of the 

Jr..ephus hero informs IL., that, according to his under.tanding of the sense of big 
ropy of the Pentateuch, Moses had himself foretold the building of the temple, w hid' 
yet is no where, that L know of, in our present copies: and that this is not a mistake set 
down by him unwarily appears by shat he 'Observed belinr, on Anti+ B. IV. ch. viii' 
3.16. how Moses foretold, that upon the Jots' futuru disobedience, their temple should 
be burnt nod rebuilt, and that not once May, but several times afterward. See also.Jo-
,.1.  plinS'n mention of God's former commands to build such a ample pre:.ently, ch. xis',  
§ 2. couttary to u 	r copies, or at Last to our translation of the Hebrew, '2 Saito 
vii. 6)  7. 	 . 5, 6. 

dosepine 	, in this Once, with our naslem interim:tent, to Confound the too 
distinct prerkiftilitet.  which God made to David, anti to Nathan, concerning the building 
him 4 tempI0fi1 one of David's posterity the one belongeth to Solomon, the other to the 
Messiah • the d stinction between whith 13 of the greatest consequence to the ChritAiall 
religio 
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dominion to his posterity, and thattis house should be splendid,. 
and very famous, he came to the ark, and fell down on his face, 
and began to adore God, and to return thanks to him for all his 
benefits, as well for those that he had already bestowed upon him 
in raising him from a low state, and from the employment of a 
shepherd, to so great dignity of dominion and glory ; as for 
those also which he had promised to his posterity ; and besides, 
for that. providence which he had exercised over the Hebrews 
in procuring them the liberty they enjoyed : and when he had 
said thus, and had sung a hymn of praise to God, he went his 
way. 

IIAPTER V. 

How David brought under the Phil;stines, and the Moabitcw. 
and the kings ( ft &phew, and of Damayens, and of 11w Syri- • 
an.s., as also the Idumeans, in war ; and luny lw mode a league: 
with the king of Hamath ; and Was mindjitt of the friendship 
that Jonathan, the son of Saul, had borne to him. 

§ 1.A LITTLE while after this, he considered that he ought 
to make war against the Philistines, a0 not to see any idleness or 
laziness permitted in his management, that so it might prove, as 
God had foretold to him, that when he had overthrown his ene-
mies he should leave his posterity to reign in pence afterward: so 
he called together his army again, and when he had charged 
them to be ready and prepared for ;var., and when he thought 
that all things in his army were in a good state, he removed from 
3erusalem, and-came against the Philistines : and when he had 
overcome them in 'battle, and had cut oil a great part of their 
country, and adjoined it to the country of the Hebrews, he tran-
ferred the war to time 1\1o:tithes ; and when he had overcome two 
Parts of their army in the battle, he took the remaining part cap-
tive, and imposed tribute upon them, to he paid annually. He 
then made war against IlAladezer, the son of Ilehob, king of 
Sophenc and when he had joined battle with him at the river 
Euphrates, he destroyed 1..venty thousand of his foot-men, and 
about sewn thousand of ilk hOPiellIell. lie also took ;,111101.16311d 
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of his chariots, and destroyed the greatest part of them, and or-
dered that no more than .one hundred should he kept*. 

Nor,' when Hadadt, king of Damaseas rind of Syria, heard'!  
that David fought against Hadadezcr, who was his friend, ha 
came to hisa:;sistance with a powerful army, in hopes to rescue .  
him; and when he had joined battle with David at the ricer  • Euphrates, he failed of.his purpose, anti lost in he battle a partpart
number of his soldiers ; 	

l 
there were slain of The army ,,r  L 

dad twenty thousand, and all the lest fled. Nieolaus also [of  1) 
masetk] makes mention of this Ling, in the fourth book of his 
histories ; where he speaks thus : " A great while after these 
cc thing3 lied happened, there teas one of that COUlltr‘r NVI1 

" name vas Hadad, who was bet'0111V very potent : he reigned 
" over 1)amascus, and the other parts of Syria, excepting Phe-i 
" nicia.  tic  made war against .[)avid, the king of.luden, and 
" tried his fortune in many battle, and p;:rticularly in the last.  
" battle at Eurbr.ues, wherein lie was heaten. die seemed to 
" have been the most em.11ent of all their !dogs in strength and 
4C  inall1100(.1."  Nay, be;ales this, he says of his posterity, that i  
" after his death they succeeded one another 	kingdom, 

" and in ids mune ;" where he thus speaks : " When Hadad was 
" dead, his .posterity reigned for ten generations, each of his. 
" successors receiving from his father that Wet dominion, ::nd this 
" his name; as did the Piolemies in Egypt, Ilut the third was. 
" the most powerful or own, all, at tt as It iirmv;  to aven...4-c the 
" defeat his forefather had received : so he made an expedition 
" against the Jews, and laid waste the city which is now called 
" Samaria." Nor did he err fri)111 the truth; for this is that 

David's reserving onl)  nit! buncitrtl Ad 	ii.r ltint‘clf nut CA' one thou.rtnil he hI 

talon from I fadndczer, 	nit molinbly dune in t ompliant %shit the law or:Most-Fr 

which forbade a king of 	" to multiply hm.,ett to himself," Dmo. %% ii. 1G. one of 

the principal mite 01 hot r.rs in .1mlea at that time lking fur tir‘ming their chariotlt 

See .1o.11; xii. 43. and Anti l  It. V. t hap. i. 5 In. 

t It ticnervcs here to 1),.: mn.trletl, that this I httlatl, being It veri grrnt king, was 

conquered by nit id, wiloco po.tr rity rut li ,r.cunt ,1 gent ration'. nor." culled lienharimit 

or the 4p4,(111atiral, tilt the dar t.1 I lit/01  I, V lint nut. Atilt Or Adel is also ;11 our lit„  
brew vorty, 2 ICinl  s, xiii, t. within 11,1th,ttimi, but in Josrphus Adati 0, At'...tr. And 

yylinge it it, titli the  hen ut',11ozatt, said It) ite bolt in die Ninth` ttxt, awl in Joieplittit 

Anti 1. 13. 1X. ch. viii.  4  7. xlit,tild M1011 hr rolled the tun 	umlaut ; I %%mild there- 

fore hero correct vur fltbrew copy rivin Jonibuil'1,, which teems to have the true read' 
1pg. 
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Hadad who mad: the expedition against Samaria, in the reign 
4 

Ahab, king of Israel ; concerning whom we shall speak in due.. 
place hereafter. 

3. Now when David had made an expedition against Dartias-
ctis, and the other parts of Syria, and had brought it all into su 
jecth.m, and had placed garrisons in the country, and appointea 
tha,  they should pay tribute;  he returned home. He also dedi-
cated to God at Jerusalem, tho golden quivers, the entire tumour  1  
which the guards of 1 ladad used to wear, which Shishak the kint 
of Eg-vpt took away ta boo he fought with David's grandson Re-
itolan, with a great deal of other wealth which he carried eta 
of Jerusalem. However, these things will come to be explained ' 
in their proper places hereafter. Now as tbr the king of the. 
Hebrews, he was assisted by 'God, who gave him great sueces,-; in 
his %var.., arid made an expedition against the best cities of Ha-  ' 
dadezer, &tali and Alachon ; so he took them by force and laid 
them waste. Therein was 	 ul a very great quantity of gold 
and silver, besides lhet •sort of brass which is said. to .be more ' 
valuable than gold ; of which brass Solomon made that large 
vessel which ct,-as called the (bravenj sea, and those most curious 
lavers, when he built the temple 'for Cod. 	 $01 

-I. Put when the kit; of flamath was informed'of the ill su 
cep', of Timindi!xer, and had heard ofshe ruin of hi armv,-he was 
afraid on 'his own account, and resolved to make a league of 
ft ictuktip and iidclity with David bzforc he should conic re,-,ainst 
Lin►; su he sent to ,  hint his son Junius, and proles,,ed that he 
owed him thanks for hi., lighting tocaittst I ladadczer, who was his 
Pihnuy, and mach! a 1..‘ague with 'him of mutual it,sistanee and 
friendship. He also ',cm haul precnts, :vessels of :ineient work- 
manship, both of t;old, of 	and of brass. So when David 
hod made this league of named 4t44,,titoec with '10i , for iliac 
the name of the king of llaneitli), and had rectivc,1 the pie eats 
he sent him, he ilisodseil 111,, son with that rcspect which was 
shut on both sides. lint that iltvid brought Ilei.:.piesetits that 
Iverc sent by hint, as also the 'rcst.i f the gold and 
had taken of the cities 	had conipierM, and dm;e:i 
them to God. -Nor did Col 	((dory •and stice....zs to him 
Only when he went to the liattle 	end led his own arii, 
but be give victory to Abishai, the brother 
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his forces, over the Idumeans, and by him to David, wlte 
sent him with an army into Idumea ; for. Abishai -destri,.., 
eighteen thousand of them in the battle ; whereupon the l: 
[of Israel] placed garrisons through all Idumea, and received • • 
tribute of the country, and of every head among them. Now 
David was in his nature just, and made his determination with 
regard to truth. He had for the general of i lis whole army 
Joab ; and he made Jehoshaphat, the son of i hilud, recordor. 
He also appointed Zadok, of the family of Phineas, to be high-
priest, together with Abiathar, for he was his friend. He also 
made Seisan the scribe ; and committed the command over the 
guards of his body to Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada. His elder 
sons were near his body, and had the care of it also. 

5. He also called to mind the covenants and the oaths he ha 
made with Jonathan, the son of Saul, and the friendship and of-' 
fection Jonathan had for him ; for besides all the rest of his ex-
cellent qualities with which he was endowed, he was also ex. 
ceeding mindful of such as had at other times bestowed benefits 
upon him. He therefore gave order that inquiry should be 
made, whether any of Jonathan's thieve were living, to whot 
he might make return of that familiar acquaintance which Jona-
than had had with him, and for which he was still debtor. And 
when one of Saul's freed men was brought to him, who was ac-
quainted with those of his fiimily that were still living, he asked 
him, " whether he could tell him of any one belonging to Jo 
" nathan that was now alive, and capable of a requital of the be-
" nefits which he had received from Jonathan." And when he. 
said, " that a son of his was remaining, whose name was Mephi-
" busheth, but that he was lame of his feet ; for that when lti, 
" nurse heard that the father and. grandfather of the child were 
" fallen in the battle, she snatched him up, and fled away, and 
" let him fall from her shoulder., and his feet were honed." So 
when he had learned where and by whom he was brought up, 

0 By this great victory over the Idumcans or Edomite::, the posterity of Esau, :arty 
by the cons,,:quent tribute paid by that nation to the Jews,were the prophecies delivered'. 
tV Rebecca before Jacob and Eau nere born, and by old Isaac before his death, that 

elder, Esau, or the Edoruites, should serve the younger, Jarob, or the Isra21:tes, and 
Jacob, or the Israelites, should be Eau's or the Edomites, lord, remarkably funk& 
See Antiq. B. VIII. ch. vii. § G. Geu, /iv. 2,3. and the notes on Antiq. B. I. ch. milt, 
§ 5, G. 
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lie sent messengers to Machir, to the city of Lodebar, for with 
him was the son of Jonathan brought up, ,and sent for him to 

• ' come to him. So when Mephibosheth came to the king, he 
fell on his face and worshi'pped him; but David encouraged Him, 

I

nd bid him be of good cheer, and. expect better times.. So he 
, ve him his father's house, and all the estate which his grand-

ather Saul was in possession of, and bid him come and diet with 
im. at his• own table, and never to be absent one day from that 
• ble. And when the youth had worshipped him on account of 
iis words and gifts given to him, he called for Ziba, and told 
im that he had given the youth. his fathees 'house, and all Saul's 

• estate. He also ordered that Ziba should cultivate his land, and 
'take care of it, and bring him the profits of all to Jerusalem. Ac-

ordingly David brought him to his table every day; and be-
towed upon the youth, Ziba and his sons, who were in number 
fteen, and his servants, who were in number twenty. When 

the king had made these appointments, and Ziba had worshipped vim, and promised to do all that he had bidden him, he went 
Ids way ; so that this son of Jonathan dwelt at Jerusalem, and 

kieted at the king's table, and had the same care that a son could 
Illrclaim taken of him. He also had himself a son, whom he named 

l icha. 

CIL 	VI. 

kw the war was waged against the Ammonites, and happily 
. 	 . concluded. 

§ 1. THESE were the honour, that such as were left of Saul's 
and Jonathan's lineage received from David. About this time 

Illied Nahash, the king of the Ammonites, who was a friend of 
David's; and when his son had succeeded his father in the 
kingdom, David sent ambassadors to him to comfort him; and 
exhorted him to take his father's death patiently, and to expect 
that he would continue the same kindness to himself which he 
had showed to his father. But the princes of the Ammonites 
took this message in evil part, and not as David's kind disposi- 

Ions  gave reason to take it; and they excited the king to 'resent 
,,,,/.. I. • o H 
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it; and said, that David had sent men to spy out the country, 
and what strength it had,--under the pretence of humanity and  . 
kindness. They farther advised him to haVe a care, and nni to 
give heed to David's words, lest he should be deluded by 11:m, 
and so fall into an inconsolable calamity. Accordingly Nahasli's 
[son], the king of the Ammonites, thought these princes spake 
what was more probable than the truth would admit, and so 
abused the ambassadors after a very harsh manner; for he shaved 
the one half of their beards, and cut off one half of their gar-
ments, and sent his answer not in words, but in deeds. When 
the king of Israel saw'this, he had indignation at it, and showed 
openly that he would not overlook this injurious and contume-
lious treatment, but would make war with the Ammonites, and 

. would avenge this wicked treatment of his ambassadors on their 
king. So that the king's intimate friends and commanders, under-
standing that they had violated their league, and were liable to 
be punished for the same, made preparations for war; they also 
sent a thousand talents to the Syrian king of Mesopotamia, and 
endeavoured to prevail with him to assist them for that pay, and 
Shobaeh. Now these kings had twenty thousand foot-men. 
They also hired the king of the country, called Maacah, arid a 
fourth king, by name Ishtob ; which last had twelve thousand 
armed men. 

But David was under no consternation at this confederacy, 
nor at the forces of the Ammonites; and putting his trust in 
God, because he was going to war in a just cause, on account of 
the injurious treatment he had met with, he immediately sent 
Joab, the captain of his host, against 'them, and gave him the 
flower of his army, who pitched his camp by Rabbath, the me-
tropolis of the Ammonites; whereupon the enemy came out, 
and set themselves in array, not all of them together, but in two 
bodies ; for the auxiliaries were set in array in the plain by them-
selves, but the army of the Ammonites at the gates over-against 
the Hebrews. When Joab saw this, he opposed one stratageu 
against another, and chose out the most hardy part of his men, 
and set them in opposition to the king of Syria, and the kings 
that were with him, and gave the other part to his brother 
Abishai, and hid him set them in opposition to the Ammonites; 
and said to him, " that in case he should see that the Syrian' 
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" distressed him, and were too hard for him, he should order his 
" troops to turn about, and assist him :" and he said, that " he 
" himself would do the same to him, if he saw him in the like 
" distress from the Ammonites." So lie sent his brother before, 
and encouraged him to do every thing courageously and with 
alacrity, which would teach them to be afraid of disgrace, and to 
fight .manfully; and so he dismissed him to fight with the Am-
monites, while he fell upon the Syrians. And though they made 
a strong opposition for a while, Joab slew many of them, but 
compelled the rest to betake themselves to flight; which, when 
the Ammonites saw, and were withal afraid of Abishai and 
his army, they staid no longer, but imitated their auxiliaries, and 
fled to the city. So Joab, when he had thus overcome the ene-

be still, but they sent to Chalaman the king of the Syrians, be-
yond Euphrates, and hired him for an auxiliary. He had Sho-
back for the captain of his host, with eighty thousand foot-men, 
and ten thousand horseLmen. Now when the king of the He-

my, returned with great joy to Jerusalem to. the king. 

brews understood that the Ammonites had again gathered so 

quiet, nor to own those that were superior to then to be so, and 
3. This defeat did not still induce the Ammonites to be 

1 

great an army together, he determined to make war with them 
no longer by his generals, but he pii"ssed over the river Jordan 
himself with all his army; and when he met them he joined' 
battle with them, and overcame them, and slew forty thousand 
of their foot-men, and seven thousand of their horse-men. He 
also wounded Shobach, the general of Chalaman's forces, who 
died of that stroke; hut the people of Mesopotamia, upon such a 
conclusion of the battle, delivered themselves up to David, and 
sent him presents, who at winter-time returned to Jerusalem. 
But at the beginning bf the spring he sent Joab, the captain of 
his host, to fight against the Ammonites; who overran all their 
country, and laid it waste, and shut them up in their metropolis 
ttahhah, and besieged them therein. 

• 

12. n 
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CHAPTER VII. 

How David fell in love with Bathsheba, and slew her husL,nd 
Uriali, for which he is reproved by Nathan. 

1. 
§ i. BUT David fell now into a very grievous sin, though he 
were otherwise naturally a righteous and a religious man, and 
one that firmly observed the laws of our fathers : for when late 
in an evening he took a view round him from the roof of his 
royal palace, where he used to walk at that hour, he saw a 
woman washing herself in her own house: she was one of 
extraordinary beauty, and therein surpassed all other women; 
her name was Bathsheba. So he was overcome by that 
woman's beauty, and was not able to restrain his desires, but 
sent for her, and lay with her. Hereupon she conceived with 
child, and sent to the king, that he should contrive some way for 
concealing her sin, (for, according to the laws of their fathers, 
she who had been guilty of adultery ought to be put to death). 
So the king sent for Joab's armour-bearer from the siege, who 
was the woman's husband; and his name was Uriah: and when 
he was come, the, king inquired of him about the army, and 
about the siege; and when he had made answer, that all their 
affairs went according to their wishes, the king took some 
portions of meat from his supper and gave them to him, and 
bade him go home to his wife, and take his rest with her. Uriah 
did not do so, but slept near the king with the rest of his armour-
bearers. When the king was informed of this, he asked him 
why he did not go home to his 4muse, and to his wife, after so 
long an absence; which is the natural custom of all men, when 
they come from a long journey. He replied, that it was not 
right, while his fellow-soldiers, and 'the general of the army, 
slept upon the ground, in the camp, and in the enemy's country, 
that he should go and take his rest, and solace himself with his 
wife. So when he had thus replied, the king ordered him to 
stay there that night, that he might dismiss him the next day to 
the general. So the king invited Uriah to the supper, and after 
a cunning and dexterous manner plied him with drink :It sup- 
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per till he was thereby disordered; yet did he nevertheless sleep 
at the king's gates, without any inclination to go to his wife. 
Upon this the king was very angry at him; and wrote to Joab, 
and commanded him to punish Uriah, for he told him that he 
had offended him; and he suggested to him the manner in 
which he would have him punished, that it might not be disco-
vered that he was himself the author of this his punishment; for 
he charged him to set him over-against that part of the enemy's 
army where the attack would be most hazardous, and where he 
might be deserted, and be in the greatest jeopardy; for he bid 
him order his fellow-soldiers to retire out of the fight. When 
he had written this to him, and sealed the letter with his own 
seal, he gave it to Uriah to carry it to Joab. When Joab had 
received it, and upon reading it understood the king's purpose, he 
set Uriah in that place where he knew the enemy would be most 
troublesome to them; and gave him for his partners some of 
the best soldiers in the army; and said, that he would also come 
to their assistance with the whole army, that if possible they 
might break down some part of the wall, and enter the city. 
And he desired him to be glad of the opportunity of exposing 
himself to such great pains, and not to be displeased at it, since 
he was a valiant soldier, and had a great reputation for his va-
lour, both with the king and with his countrymen. And when 
Uriah undertook the work he was set upon with alacrity, he 
gave private orders to those who were to be his companions, 
that when they saw the enemy make a sally, they should leave 
him. When, therefore, the Hebrews made an attack upon the 
city, the Ammonites were afraid that the enemy might prevent 
them, and get up into the city, aand this at the very place whi-
ther Uriah was ordered, so they exposed their best soldiers to be 
in the fore front, And opened their gates suddenly, and fell upon 
the enemy with great vehemence, and ran violently upon them. 
When those that were with Uriah saw this, they all retreated 
backward, as Joab had directed them beforehand; but Uriah, as 
ashamed to run away and leave his post, sustained the enemy, 
and receiving the violence of their onset, he slew many of 
them, but being encompassed round, and caught in the midst 
of them, he was slain, and some other of his companions were 
slain with him. 
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/2. When this was done, Joab sent messengers to the ki 
and ordered them to tell him, that " he did what he soul 
" take the city soon, but that, as they ma& an assault on 
" wall, they had been forced to retire with great loss." Aw 
bid them, if they saw the king was angry at it, to add this, 
" Uriah was slain also." When the king had heard this of 

lo
t, 

 messengers, he took it heinously, and said, that "they did wron 
" when they assaulted the wall, whereas they ought, by. under 
" mining and other stratagems of war, to endeavour the takin 
" of the city, especially when they had before their eyes the ex 
" ample of Abimelech, the son of Gideon, who would needs tak 
" the tower in Thebes by force, and was killed by a large stone 
" thrown at him by an old woman; and, although he was a mat 
" of great prowess, he died ignominiously by the dangerou 
" manner of his assault: that they should remember this accident, 
" and not come near the enemy's wall, for that the best metho 
/' of making war with success was to call to mind the acciden 
cc of former wars; and what good or bad success had attended them 
ir4 in the like dangerous cases, that so they might imitate the one, 
ce and avoid the other." But when the king was in this dis,. 
position, the messenger told him, that Uriah was slain also; 
whereupon he was pacified. So he bid the messenger go bac 
to Arab and tell him, that " this misfortune is no other than 
te what is common among mankind; and that such is the nature; 
tc and such the accidents of war, insomuch, that sometimes the' 
" enemy will have success therein, and sometimes others, but 
ec that he ordered him to go on still in his care about the siege,, 
a that no ill accident might befal him in it hereafter : that the 
a should raise bulwarks, and use machines in besieging the city; 
" and when they bad gotten it, tcroverturtt its very foundations, 

• " and to destroy all those that are in it." Accordingly the rues- 
i. 	senger carried the king's message with which he was charged, 
r  and made haste to Joab. But Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah, , 
• when she was informed of the death of her husband, mourned 

for his death many days; and when her mourning was over, 
and the tears which she shed for Uriah were dried up, the 
king took her to wife presently, and a son was born to him by 

igher. 
With this marriage (od was not well pleased, but we 
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thereupon angry at David : and he appeared to Nathan the pro-
phet in his sleep, and complained of the king. Now Nathan 
Was a fair and prudent man; and considering that kings, When 
hey fall into a passion, are guided more by that passion than 

they are by justice, he resolved to conceal the threatening that 
roceeded from God, and made a good-natured discourse to him, 

and this after the manner following : he desired that the king 
Would give him his opinion in the following case: "There were," 
said he, ". two men inhabiting the same city, the one of them 
cc was rich, and [the other poor]; the rich man had a great 
" many flocks of cattle, of sheep, and of kine, but the poor man 
" had but one ewe-lamb: this he brought up with his children, 
." and let her cat her food with them, and he had the same na-
c‘ tural affection for her which any one might have for a daughter. 
" Now upon the coming of a stranger to the rich man, he would 

not vouchsafe to kill any of his own flocks, and thence feast 
0  his friend, but he sent for the poor man's lamb, and took her 
fc away from him, and made her ready for food, and thence 
" feasted the stranger." This discourse troubled the king ex-
ceedingly; and he denounced to Nathan, that " this man was a -
4  wicked man who could dare to do such a thing; and that ii, 
,f‘ was but just that he should restore the lamb fourfold, and bQ 
" punished with death for it also." ,Upon this Nathan, imme-
idiately said, that " he was himself the man who ought to suffer, 

those punishments, and that by his own sentence, and that it 
was he who had perpetrated this great and horrid crime. He 

" also revealed to him, and laid before him, the anger of God 
4  against him, who had made him king over the army of the 
r Hebrews, and lord of all the nations, and those many and greai 
" nations, round about him;. who had formerly delivered him 
" out of the bands of Saul, and had given him such wives as he 
" had justly and legally married; and now this God was despised 

i,  

cc by him, and affronted by his impiety, when he had married, 
"and now had another man's wife; and by exposing her hus-

band to the enemy, had really slain him; that God would in- cc 	. filet punishments upon him on account of those instances of tc 
 li

t  Wickedness; that his own wives should be forced by one of his 
cc 

Sons j and that he should be treacherously supplanted by the 
cc 

Same son; and that although he had perpetrated his wickedness 
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cc secretly, yet should that punishment which he was to undergo 
" he inflicted publicly upon him; that moreover," said he, " the 
" child which was born to thee of her, shall soon die." When 
the king was troubled at these messages, and sufficiently con-
founded, and said with tears and sorrow, that he had sinned (for 
he was without controversy a pious man, and guilty of no sin at 
all in his whole life, excepting those in the mall. of Udall) God 
had compassion on him, and was reconciled to him, and promised 
that he would preserve to him both his life and his kingdom: 
for he said, that "seeing he repented of the things he had done, 
" he was no longer displeased with him." So Nathan, when he 
had delivered this prophecy to the king, returned home. 

4. However, God sent a dangerous distemper upon the child 
that was born to David of the wife of Udall ; ttt which the king 
was troubled, and did not take any food for seven days, although 
his servants almost forced him to take it, but he clothed himself 
in a black garment, and fell down, and lay upon the ground in 
sackcloth, entreating God for the recovery of the child, for he ve-
hemently loved the child's mother. But when, on the seventh 
day, the child was dead, the king's servants thirst not tell him of 
it, as supposing that when he knew it, he would still less admit 
of food, and other care of himself; by reason of his grief at the 
death of his son, since when the child was only sick, he so greatly 
afflicted himself, and grieved for him. But when the king per-
ceived that his servants were in disorder, and seemed to be af-
fected, as those are who are very desirous to conceal something, 
he understood that the child was dead; and when he had called 
one of his servants to him, and discovered that so it was, he arose 
up and washed himself, and took a white garment, and came into 
the tabernacle of God. He also cmmanded them to set supper 
before him, and thereby greatly surprised his kindred and ser-
vants, while he did nothing of this when the child was sick, but did 
it all when he was dead. Whereupon having first begged leave to 
ask him a question, they besought him to tell them the reason 
of this his conduct; he then called them unskilful people; and 
instructed them how he had hopes of the recovery of the child 
while it was alive, and accordingly " did all that was proper 
" for him to do, as thinking by such means to render God pro. 

pitious to him, but that when the child was dead, there was 
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" no longer any occasion for grief, which was then to no pur-
" pose." VVhen he had said this, they commended the king's 
wisdom and understanding. He then went in unto Bathsheba 
his wife, and she conceived and bare a son, and by the command 
of Nathan the prophet, called his name Solomon. 

5. But Joab sorely distressed the Ammonites in the siege, by 
cutting off their waters, and depriving them of other means of 
subsistence, till they were in the greatest want of meat and drink, 
for they depended only on one small well of water, and this they 
durst not drink of too freely, lest the fountain should entirely fail 
them. So he wrote to the king, and informed him thereof; and 
persuaded him to come himself to take the city, that he might 
have the honour of the victory. Upon this letter of Joab's, the 
king accepted of his good-will and fidelity, and took with him 
his army, and came to the destruction .of Rabbah ; and when he 
had taken it by force, he gave it to his soldiers to plunder it ; but 
he himself took the king of the Ammonites' crown, whose 
weight was a talent of gold* ; and it had in its middle a precious 
stone called - a sardonyx; which crown David ever after wore on 
his own.  head. He also found many other vessels in the city, 
and those both splendid and of great price; but as for the men 
he tormented themt, and then destroyed them : and when he 
lad. taken .the other cities of the Atwonites by force, he treat-
ed them after the same manner. 

1' That a talent of gold was about seven pounds weight, see the description of the 
temples, chap. xiii. Nor could Josephus well estimate it higher, since he here says that 
David wore it on his head perpetually. 

Whether Josephus suw the words of our copies, a Sam. xii. 31.  and 1 Citron. 'at. 
a. that David put the inhabitants, or at least the garrison of Itabbah, and of the other 
Ammonite cities which he besieged find took, under, or cut them with sAws, and under, 
or with harrows of iron, and under, or with axes of iron, and made them pass through 
the brick kiln, is not here directly expressed. If he saw them, as it is most probable he 
did, he certainly expounded them of tormenting these Ammonites to death, who were 
none of those seven nations of Canaan, whOse wickedness had rendered them incapable of 
mercy; otherwise I should be inclinable to think, that the meaning, at least as the words 
are in Samuel, might only be this, that they Were made the lowest slaves, to work in saw-
ing ember or stone, in harrowing the fields, in hewing timber, in • making and burning 
bricks, and the like hard services, but without taking away their lives. We never else-
where, that 1 remember, meet with such methods of cruelty in putting men to death in 
all the Bible, or in any other ancient history•whatsoever: nor do the words iii Samuel 
seem raturally to refer to any such thing. 
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CHAPTER VIII. • 

How Absalom murdered Amnon, who had forced his own sis-
ter, and how he was banished, and afterward recalled by 
David. 

§ 1. WHEN the king was returned to Jerusalem, a sad misfor-
tune befel his house, on the occasion following: he had a daugh-
ter, who was yet a virgin, and very handsome, insomuch that she 
surpassed all the most beautiful women; her name was Tamar : 
she had the same mother with Absalom. Now Amnon, Da-
vid's eldest son, fell in love with her, and being not able to 
obtain his desires, on account of her virginity, and the custody 
she was under, was much out of order; nay, his grief so eat up 
his body, that he grew lean, and his colour was changed. Now 
there was one Jonadab, a kinsman and friend of his, who disco-
vered this his passion, for he was an extraordinary wise man, and 
of great sagacity of mind. When therefore he saw that every 
morning Amnon was not in body as he ought to be, he came to 
him, and desired him to tell him what was the cause of it : how-
ever, he said, that he guessed that it arose front the passion of 
love. Amnon confessed his passion, that he was in love with a 
sister of his, who had the same father with himself. So Jona-
dab suggested to him by what method and contrivance he might 
obtain his desires; for he persuaded him to pretend sickness, and 
hid him, when his father should come to him, to beg of him that 
his sister might come and minister to him, for if that were done 
he should he better, and should qvickly recover from his distem-
per. So Amnon lay down on his bed, and pretended to be sick, 
as Jonadab had suggested. When his father came, and inquired 
how he did, he begged of him to send his sister, to him. Ac-
cordingly, he presently ordered her to be brought to him; and 
when she was come, Amnon bid her make cakes for him, and 
fry them in a pan, and do it all with her own hands, because he 
should take them better from her hand [than from any one's 
else.] So she kneaded the flour in the sight of her brother, 
and made him cakes, and baked them in a pan, and brought 
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them to him; but at that time he would not taste them, but 
gave order to his servants to send all that were there out of his 

' chamber, because he had a mind to repose himself, free from 
umult and disturbance. As soon as what he had commanded 
vas done, he desired his sister to bring his supper to him into the 
nner parlour; which, when the damsel had done, he took hold 

of her, and endeavoured to persuade her to lie with him. 
, hereupon the damsel cried out, and said, " Nay, brother, do 
cc 
iv 

 

not force me, nor be so wicked as to transgress the laws, and 
." bring upon thyself the utmost confusion. Curb this thy tin-
." righteous and impure lust, from which our house will get no-
" thing but reproach and disgrace. She also advised him to 
," speak to his father about this, affair, for he would permit him 
" [to marry her]."  This she said, as desirous to avoid her' bro-
ther's violent passion at present. But he would not yield to her, 
but inflamed with love, and blinded with the vehemency of his 
passion, he forced his sister: but as soon as Amnon had satisfied 

is lust, he hated her immediately, and giving her reproachful 
.4vords, bid her rise up and be gone. And when she said, that 
" this was a more injurious treatment than the former, if, now 
"he had •forced her, he would not let her stay with him till the 
" evening, but bid her go away in the day-time, and while it 
" was light, that she might meet with people that would be 
." witness of her shame" he commanded his servant to turn

. 
 her • po . 

., nut of his house. Whereupon she was sorely grieved at the in-
jury and violence that had been offered to her, and rent her 

OP.loose coat (for the virgins of old time wore such loose coats tied 
at the hands, and let down to the ankles, that the inner coats 
might not be seen), and sprinkled ashes on her head; and went 
up the middle of the city, ci:ying out, and lamenting, for the 

Pviolence that had been offered her. Now Absalom her brother 
r happened to meet her, and asked her, what sad thing had be-
fallen her, that she was in that plight ; and when she had .told 

Whim what injury had been offered her, he comforted her, and 
desired her to be ' quiet, and to take all patiently, and not to 

. esteem  her  being corrupted by her brother as an injury., So she 
yielded to his advice, and left off her crying out, and discovering 
the force offered her to the multitude : and she continued as a 
Widow with her brother Abcalom a long time. 
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2. When David his father knew this, he was grieved at the 
actions of Amnon; but because he had an extraordinary affec-
tion for him, for he was his eldest son, he was compelled not to 
afflict him: but Absalom watched for a fit opportunity of re 
venging this crime upon him, for he thoroughly hated him. 
Now the second year after this wicked affair about his sister was 
over, and Absalom was about' to go to sheer 	own sheep at 
Baalhazor, which is a city in the portion of Ephraim, he be-
sought his father, as well as his brethren, to come and feast 
with him: but when David excused himself, as notbeing will-
ing to be burdensome to him, Absalom desired he would how-
ever send his brethren; whom he did send accordingly. Then 
Absalom charged his own servants, that when they should see 
Amnon disordered and drowsy with wine, and he should give 
them a signal, they should fear nobody, but kill him. 

3. When they had done as they were commanded, the rest of 
his irethren were astonished and disturbed, and were afraid for 
themselves, so they immediately got on horseback, and rode 
away to their lather: but somebody there was who prevented 
them, and told their father they were all slain by Absalom; 
whereupon he ,was overcome with sorrow, as for so many of his 
sons that were destroyed at once, and that by their brother also; 
and by this consideration, that it was their brother that appeared 
to have.  slain them, he aggravated his sorrow for them. So he 
neither inquired what was the cause of this slaughter, nor staid 
to hear any thing else, which yet it was but reasonable to have 
done, when so very great, and by that greatness so incredible a 
misfortune was related to him, he rent his clothes, and threw 
himself upon the ground, and there lay lamenting the loss of all 
his sons, both those who, as he was informed, were slain, and of 
him who slew them. But Jonadab, the son of his brother She-
meah, entreated him not to indulge his sorrow so far, for as to 
the rest of his sons he did not believe that they were slain, for 
he found no cause for such a suspicion; but he said it might 
deserve inquiry as to Amnon, for it was not unlikely that Absa-
lom might v ture to kill him on account of the injury he had 
offered to Mar. In the mean time, a great noise of horses/  
and a tumult of some people that were coming, turned their at-
tention to them; they were the king's sons, who were fled away 
from the feast. So their father met them as they were in their 
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grief, and he himself. grieved with them; but it was more than 
he expected to see thoSe his sons again, whom•he had a little 
before heard to have perished. However, there were tears on 
')oth sides; they lamenting their brother who was killed, and  1 
the king lamenting his son who was killed, also; but Absalom  ) 
fled to Geshur, to his grandfather by his mother's side, who. 
was king of that country, and he remained with him three 
whole years. 

4. Now David had a design to send to Absalom, not that he 
hould come to be punished, but that he might be with him, 
or the effects of his anger were abated by length of time. It 
'as Joab, the captain of his host, that chiefly persuaded him so 
o do; for he suborned an ordinary woman, that was stricken  ' 

in age, to go to the king in mourning apparel, who said thus to 

I

4
,him : " that two of her sons, in a coarse way, had some differ-  : 

enee between them, and that in the progress of that difference 
they came to an open quarrel, and that one was smitten by the i 
other, and was dead; and she desired him to interpose in this / 

cc ease, and to do her the favour to save this her son from her 

lir kindred, who were very zealous to have him that had slain his 
" brother put to death, that so she might not be farther deprived 
cc  of the hopes she had of being taken care of in her old age by  

IL,"  him; and that if he would hinder this slaughter of her son by ' 
111"  those that wished for it, he would do her a great favour, be-

" cause the kindred would not be restrained from their purpose 
by any thing else than by the fear of him." And when the 

ing had given his consent to what the woman had begged of  i 
 

I 
kiln, she made this reply to him : " I owe thee thanks for thy 
1  benignity to me in pitying my old 'age, and preventing the ! 

loss of my only remaining child; but ' in orderto assure me of ,, 
' this thy kindness, be first reconciled to thine own son, and 

" cease to be angry with him; for how shall I persuade myself 
" that thou lust really bestowed this favour upon me, while i 
" thou thyself continuest after the like manner in thy wrath to i 
" thine own son ? for it is a foolish thing to add wilfully another 
" to thy dead son, while the detith of the other was brought 
" about without thy copsent." And now the king perceived 
that this pretended story was a subornation derived from Joab, 
and was of his contrivance; and when, upon inquiry of the old 
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woman, he understood it to be so in reality, he called for Joab, 
and told him he had obtained what he requested according to his 
own mind; and he bid him bring Absalont back, for he was not 
now displeased, but had already ceased to be angry with bin'. 
So Joab bowed himself down to the king, and took his w..A-ds 
kindly, and went immediately to Geshur, and took Absalom with 
him, and came to Jerusalem. 111 5. However, the king sent a message to his son beforehand, 
as he was coming, and commanded him to retire to . his own-
house, for he was not yet in such a disposition as to think fit at 
present to see him. Accordingly, upon the.  father's command, 
he avoided coming into his presence, and contented himself with 
the respects paid him by his own family only. Now, his beauty 
was not impaired, either by the grief he had been under, or by 
the want of such care as was proper to be taken of a king's son, 
for he still surpassed and excelled all men in the tallness of his 
body, and was more eminent [in a fine appearance] than those 
that dieted the most luxuriously; and indeed such was the thick-
ness of the hair of his head, that it was with difficulty that he. 
was polled every eighth day; and his hair weighed two hundred 
shekels4', which are five pounds. However, he dwelt in Jerusa-
lem two years, and became the father of three sons, and one 
daughter; which daughter was of very great beauty, and which 
Rehoboam, the son of Solomon, took to wife afterward, and 
had by her a- son named Abijah. But Absalom sent to Joab, 
and desired him to pacify his father entirely towards-him; and 
to beseech him to give him leave to come to him to see him, 
and speak with him. But whcn Joab neglected so to do, he 
sent some of his own servants, and set fire to the field adjoining 
to him; which, when Joab understood, he came to Absalom, and 
accused him of what he had done; he asked him the reason 
why he did so? To which Absalom replied, that " I have found 

Of this weight of Absalom's hair, how in twenty or thirty years it might well 
amount to two hundred shekels, or to sonyhat above six pounds avoirdupois, see the Literal 
Accomplishment of Prophecies, page t7', 78. But a late very judicious author think 
that the LXXII meant. not its weight, but its value was twenty shekels. Dr. Wall" 
critical notes on the Old Testament upon 2 Sam. xic 26. It does not appear what was 
Josephus's opinion: he sets the text down honestly as he found it in his copies; only 
he thought, that ' at the end of days', when Absalom polled or weighed his hair, was once 
a-week. 
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c< out this stratagem that might bring thee to us, while thou 
" bast taken no care to perform the injunction I laid upon thee, 
" which was this, to reconcile my father to me : and I really beg 

c" it of thee, now thou art here, to pacify my father as to me, 
" since I esteem my coining hither to he more grievous than my 
" banishment, while my father's wrath against me continues." 
Hereby Joab was persuaded, and pitied the distress that Absalom 
was in, and became an intercessor with the king for him. And 
when he had discoursed with his ilither, he,  soon brought him to 
that amicable disposition towards Absalom, that he presently 
sent for him to come to him: and when he had cast himself 
down upon the ground, and had begged for the forgiveness of 
his offences, the king raised him up, and promised him to forget 
what he had formerly done. 

CHAPTER 1X. 

Concerning the insurrection of Absalom against David ; and 
concerning Ahithophel and Hushai ; and concerning Ziba and 
Shimei : and how Ahithophel hanged hin►self 

§ 1. NOW Absalom upon this hisdgiccess with the king, pro-
cured to himself a great many horses, and many chariots, and 
that in a little time also. He had moreover fifty armour-bearers 
that were about him, and lib came early every day to the king's 
palace, and spake what was agreeable to such as ca►nc for justice 
and lost their causes, as if that happened tir want of good coun-
sellors about the king, or perhaps because the judges mistook 
in that unjust sentence they gave; whereby he gained the good 
will of them all. He told 'them, that had he but such authority 
committed to him, he would distribute justice to them in a most 
equitable manner. When he had made himself so popular 
among the multitude, he thought he . had already the good will 
of the people secured to him; but when four years * had passed 

This is one of the best corrections that Josephus's copy affords us of a text that in 
Our ordinary copies is grossly corrupted. They say, that this rebellion of Absalom was, 
forty years after what went before (of his reconciliation to his fathet), whereas the series 
(if the history shows it could not be more: than four years after it, as here in doseplins, 
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since his father's reconciliation to him, he came to him, and be-
sought him to give him leave to go to Hebron, and pay a sacri-
fice to God, because he vowed it to him when he fled out of the 
country. So when David had granted his request,' he went thi-
ther, anil great multitudes came running together to him, for he 
had sent to a great number so to do. 

2. Among them came Ahithophel the Gilonite, a counsellor.  
of David's, and two hundred men out of Jer,isitem itself, who 
knew not his intentions, but were sent for as to a sacrifice. So 
he was appointed king by all of them, which he obtained by 
this stratagem. As soon as this news was brought to David, 
and he was informed of what he did not expect from his son, he 
was affrighted at this his impious and bold undertaking, and, 
wondered that he was so far from remembering how his offence 
had been so lately forgiven him, that he undertook much «•are 
and more wicked enterprises; first to deprive him of that king-
dom which was given him of God; and secondly, to take away 
his own father's life. He therefore resolved to fly'to the parts 
beyond Jordan: so he called his most intimate friends together, 
and communicated to them all that he had heard of his son's 
madness, He committed himself to God, to judge between' 
them about all their actions; and left the care of his royal palace 
to his ten concubines, and went away from Jerusalem, being' 
willingly accompanied by the rest of the multitude, who went 
hastily away with him, and particularly by those six hundred 
armed men, who had been with him from his first flight in the 
days of Saul. But he persuaded Abiathar and Zadok, the high-
priests;- who had determined to go away with him, as also all the 
Levites, Who were with the ark, to stay behind, as hoping that 
God would deliver him without j,ts removal; hut he charged 
them to let him know privately how all thing went on : and he 
had their sons, Ahimaaz the son of Zadok, and Jonathan the 
son of Abiathar, for faithful ministers in all things; but Ittai the 
Gittite went out with him whether David would let him or not, 
for he would have persuaded him to stay, and on that account 
he appeared the most friendly to him. But as he was ascending 

whose number is (;:reetly confirmed by that copy of the Septuagint version whence the 
Armenian tramilatiou ri as  nAlc, Abielt gives us the small number of four yeur4. 
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the mount of Olives barefooted, and all his company were in 
tears, it was told him that Ahithophel was with AbSalom, and 
was of his side. This hearing augmented his grief; and he be-
sought God earnestly to alienate the mind of Absalom from 
A114111)11(.1, for he was afraid that he should persuade him to 
follow his pernicious counsel, for he was a prudent man, and 
very sharp in seeing what was advantageous. When David was 
gotten upon the top of the mountain, he took a view of the city; 
and prayed to God with abundance of tears, as having already 
lost his kingdom: and here it was that a faithful friend of his, 
whose name was Hushai, met him. When David saw him with 
his clothes., rent, and having ashes all over his head, and in la-
mentation foi the great change of affairs, he comforted him, and 
exhorted him to leave off grieving; nay, at length he besought 
him to go back to Absalom, and appear as one of his party, and 
to fish out the secretest counsels,of his mind, and to contradict 
the counsels of Ahithophel, for that he could not do himself so 
much good by being with him as he might by being with Absa-
lom.. So he was prevailed on by David, and left him, and came 
to Jerusalem, whither Absalom himself came also a little while 
afterward. 

When David was gone a little farther, there met him Ziba, 
the' servant of i\Iephibosheth (whom he had sent to take care of 
the possessions which had been given him, as the son of Jonathan, 
the, son 	Saul), with a couple of asses, loaders with provisions, 
and desired him to take as much of them as he and his followers 
stood in need of. And when the king asked him where he had 
left Mcphibosheth, he said, " he had left him in Jerusalem 

expecting to be chosen king in the present confusions, in re-; 
(c mcmbranee of the benefits Stall had conferred upon them." 
At this the king lad groat indignation, and gave to Ziba all that 
he had formerly bestowed on MephibOsheth, for he Ltermined 

'that it was much fitter that he should have them than the other;. 
at which Ziba greatly reik,Led. 

4. When Davidwas at liaintrim, a place so called, there came 
clot a kinsman of Saul's, whose name was Shimei, and threw 
stones.  at him, and gave him reproachful words; and as his 
friends stood about the king and protected him, he persevered 
still more in his reproaches, and called him ,a bloody man, and 
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the author of all sorts of mischief. He bid him also " go out:  
" of the land as an impure and accursed wretch; and he thanked 
" Gorl for depriving him of his kingdom, and causing him to b. 
" punished for what injuries he had done to his master [Saul]„ 
" and this by the.  means of his own son." Now when they wer 
all provoked against him, and angry at him, and particularly, 
Abishai, who had .a mind. to kill Shimei, Dalid restrained 11.  
anger. "Let us not," said he, "bring upon ourselves another fre 

r 	" misfortuwg to those we have already, for truly 1 have not th 
" least regard or concern for this dog that raves at me : I sub4 
" mit myself to God, by whose permission this man treats na• 

!! 	" in such a wild manner : nor is it any wonder that I am obliged 
" to undergo these abuses from him, while I experience the 

, " like from an impious son of my own; :but perhaps God will/ 
" have some commiseration upon us, if it be his will we sha 
" overcome them." So he went on his way without troublin 

i 	himself with Shimei, who ran along the other side of the moue 
thin, and threw out his abusive language plentifully. But whe 
David was some to Jordan, he allowed those that were ith 
to refresh themselves; for they were weary. 

5. But when Absalom, and Ahithophel his counsellor, were . . 
come to Jerusalem, with all the people, David's friend, Hushai, 
came to them; and when he had worshipped Absalom, he with 
wiihed that his kingdom might last a long time, and continu 
for all ages. But when Absalom said to him, " How comes this, 

that he who was so intimate a friend of my father's, and ap' 
" pearcd faithful to him in all things, is not with him now, bill 
" bath left him, and is come over to me?" Hushai's answer 
was very pertinent and prudent; for he said, " We ought to 11)1" 
" low Cod and the multitude a the people; while these, there' 

i. 	'' fore, my lord and master, are with thee, it is fit that I should 
( 	" follow them, for thou !last received the kingdom from God'. .• 	, " I will therefore, if thou believest me to be thy friend, show the 

rc same fidelity and kindness to thee, which thou knowese I hair,  
" showed to thy father: nor is there any reason to be in the 
C' least dissatisfied with the present state of affairs, for the king' 
“-dom is not,transferred into another, but remains still in the ... 

`.  " same fancily, by the son's receiving it after his father." viva  
speech 'dersuaded Absalom, who' before suspected Hushai. AP 
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now he called Allithophel, and consulted with him what he 
ought to do; he persuaded him to go in unto his father's con-
eubioes; for be said, that "• by this action the people would be-,  
" lieve that thy difference with thy father is irreconeileable, and 
" will thence fight with great alacrity against thy father, for hi-
" therto they are afraid of taking up open enmity against him, 
" out of an expectation that you will be reconciled again." 
Accordingly Absalom was prevailed on by this advice, and com-
manded his servants to pitch lihn a tent upon the top of the 
royal palace, in the sight of the multitude; and he went in and 
lay with his father's concubines. Now this came to pass ac-
cording to the prediction of Nathan, when he prophesied and 
signified to him, that his son would rise up in rebellion against 

G. And when Absalom had done what he was advised to by 
Ahithophel, he desired his advice in the second place, about the 
war against his father. Now Ahithophel only asked him, to let 
him have ten thousand chosen men, and he promised he would 
slay his father, and bring the soldiers back again in safety; and 
Ile s;iid, that " then the kingdom would be .lirm to him when 
".David was dead, [but not otherwise]." Absalom was pleased 
with this advice; and called for Hushai, David's friend (for so 
did he style him), and informed him,of the opinion of Ahitho-
phel : he asked farther what was his opinion concerning that 
ruatter. Now he was sensible that if Ahithophc•I's counsel was 
followed, David would be in danger of being seiud on, and 
slain; so he attempted to introduce a contrary opinion, and said, 
"'Thou art not unacquainted, 0 king, with the valour of thy 
" father, and of those that are now with him; that he hath 
" made many m!!-. and liath always come off with victory, 

thomJ: 	 now ahides in the camp, `or he is very 
4  skilful in stratagem's, and in foreseeing the deceitful tricks Of 

enemies : vet will he leave 	uv.n soldiers in the evening,  
and will either hide }lilac:elf in some valley, or will place an. 
ambushat some rock ; so that when our arms* ,joins battle 

" vvith him, his soldiers will retire for a little while, but will 
4  come upon us again, as encouraged by the kina's being near 
".them ;, and in the ineml time your littler will show himself 
cc  suddenly- in the time of the battle, and will itHIVIC courage into 
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" his own people when they are in danger, but bring consterna-
" tion to thine. Consider, therefore, my advice, and reason 

upon it, and if thou canst not but acknowledge it to be the 
'" best, reject the opinion of Ahithophel. Send to the entire 
" 'country-of the Hebrews, and order them to cumc and fight 
" with thy father; and do thou thyself take the army, and be thine 
" own general in this war, and do not trust itsimanagement to 
cc another; then expect to conquer him with ease, when. thou.  
" overtakest hint openly with his few partizans, but past thyself 
cc many ten thousands, who will be desirous to demonstrate to 
" thee their diligence and alacrity. And if thy father shall 

shut himself up in some city, and bear a siege, we will over-
" throw that city with machines of war, and by undermining 
" it." When- Hushai had said this, he obtained his point 
against 'Ahithophel, for his opinion was preferred by Absalom 
before the other's : however, it was no other than.* God 
who made the counsel of Hushai appear best to the mind of 
Absalom. 

7. So Hushai made haste to- the high-priests, Zadok. and 
Abiathar, and told them the opinion of Ahithophel, and his own, 
and that the resolution was taken to follow this latter advice. 
He therefore bid them send to David, and tell him of it, and to 
inform him of the counselS that had been taken; and to desire 
him • farther to pass quickly over Jordan, lest his son should 
change his mind, and make haste to pursue him, and so prevent 
him; and seize upon him before he be in safety. Now, the 

• 4  'Ibis reflection ofJosephus's, that God brought to nought the dangerous counsel of 
Ahithophel, and directly infatuated Wicked Absalom to reject it (which infatuation LI 
what the Scripture styles the judicial hardening the hearts, and blinding the eyes, of men 
1.1.o, by their'former voluntary wickedness, ha;e justly deserved to be destroyed, and ars 
thereby brought to destruction), is a very just one, and in hint cot unfrequent. Nor 
does Josepirus ever pitizie himself, ur perplex his readers, with sulnilo hypotheses as to 

pi

the manner of such judicial infatuations by God, while the justice of them is generally so 
obvious. That peculiar manner of the di% int operations, ur perm7 ssions, or the means 

-  .:••  Goa makes use of in such cases, is often impenettable by us. " Secret things beim% 
it 	the Lord our God ; but those things that are revealed belong to us, and to our 

deco for ever, that we may do all the mulls of this law," Deut. xxix. 49. No 
all the subtiltica of the moderns, so far as I 'cc, giVen any considerable light 

ii thin, and many other the like points of ditl:c..hy relating either to divine or 
human operations. Sec the notes on Antiq. Li. 1.. di. i. § 2. and Antiq. B. IX. (h' 
iv.§ ;i. 
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high-priests had their sons concealed in a proper place out of 
the city, that they might carry news to David of what was trans-
acted. Accordingly, they sent a maid-servant whom they could 
trust, to them, to carry the news of Absalom's counsels, and or- 
dered 	

-1 
them to signify the same to David with all speed. So 

they made no excuse or delay, but taking along with them their 
fathers' injunctions, became pious and faithful ministers, and 
judging that quickness and suddenness was the -best mark of 
faithful service, they made haste to meet with David; but cer-
tain horsemen saw them when they were two furlongs from the 
city, and informed Absalom of them, who immediately sent 
some to take them; but when the sons of the high-priests per-
ceived.this, they went out of the road, and betook themselves to 
a  certain village ; that village was .called Bahurim; there they 

. desired a certain woman to hide them, and afford them security. 
Accordingly she let the young men down by a rope into a well; 
and laid fleeces of wool over them; and when those that pursued 
them came to her, and asked her whether she saw them, she 
did not deny that she had seen them, for that they staid with 
her some time, but she said they then went their ways; and 
she foretold, that however, -  if they would follow them directly,. 
they would catch them. But when after a long pursuit they 
could not catch them, they came Lack again; and when the 
Woman saw those men were returned, and that there was no 
longer any fear of the young men's being caught by them, she 
drew them up by the rope, and bid them go on their journey. 
Accordingly, they used great diligence in the prosecution of 
that journey, and came to David and informed him accurately of 
all the counsels of Absalom. So lie commanded those that were 
with him to pass over Jordan awhile it was night, and not to de-
lay at all on that account. 

8. But Ahithophel, on rejection of his Advice, got upon his 
ass and rode away to his own country Gilon; and calling his 
family together, he told them distinctly what advice he had 
given Absalom; and since he had notl been persuaded by it, he 
said he would evidently peri,h, and this in no long time, and 
that David would overcome him and return to his kingdom 
again: so he said it was better that he should take his awn life 
away with freedom and magnanimity, titan expose himself to be 
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punished liy David, in opposition to whom 'he had aeted•cniirely 
for Absalom. When he had discoursed thus to them, he went 
into the inmost room of his house and harvpd himself; mid thus 
was the death of Ahithophel, who was self-condemned; and 

-when his relations had taken him down from the halter, they 
took care of his funeral. Now, as for David, he passed over 
Jordan, as we have said already, and came to Mahanaim, a very 
fine and very strong city; and all the thief Ind of the country • 
received him with great pleasure, both out of the shame they 
had that he should be forced to flee away [from Jerusalem], 
and out of the  respect they bare him while he was in his 
former prosperity. These were Barzillai the Gileadite, and 
$iphar the ruler among the Ammonites, and Machir.thb prin•%. 
cipal man of Gilead; and these furnished him' with .  plentiful 
provisions .for himself and. his followers, insomuch that they 
wanted no be& nor blankets for them, nor loaves of bread, nor 
wine; nay, they brought them a great many cattle for slaughter, 
and offered them what furniture they wanted for their refreshment 
when they were weary, and. for food, with plenty of other ne-
cessaries. 

CHAPTER X. 

How when Absalonz was beaten, he was caught in a tree by his 
hair, and was slain. 

. 	 . 
§ 1. AND this was the state of David arid his follower4: but 
Absalom got together a vast army of the Hebrews to oppose his 
father, ancl ., passed therewith over the river Jordan, and sat 
down rl 	 off' 	Mahanaim, in the country of Gilead. lie ap. 
• poiutid 	nasa to he captain of all his host, instead of Joab his 
kinsman: his father was 1thra, and his mother Abigail: now 
she and Zeruinh, the mother of Joab, were David's sisters. But 
when David had numbered his followers, and found them to be 
nbrut four thousand, he resolved not to tarry till Absalom at-
tacked him, hut set over his men captains of thousands, and 
captains of hun4reds, and divided his army into three parts; the 
one part he committed to Joab, the next to Abishai, Joab's bra. 

• 
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ther, and the third to Ittai, David's companion and friend, but 
one that came from the city Gath. And when he was desirous 
of fighting himself among them, his Mends would not let him ; 
and this refusal of theirs was founded upon very wise reasons: "for," 
said they, " if we be conquered when he is with us, we have 
" lest all good hopes of recovering ourselves; but if we should 
" be beaten in one part of our army, the other parts may retire 
" to him, and may thereby prepare a greater force, while the 
" enemy will naturally suppose that he hath another army with 
" him." So David was pleased with this their, advice, and re-
solved himself to tarry at Alahanaim. And as he sent his 
friends and commanders to the battle, he desired them to show 
all possible alacrity and fidelity, and to bear in mind what ad-
vantages they received from him, which Though they had not 
been very great, yet had they not been quite inconsiderable; and 
he begged of them to spare the young man Absalom, lest some 
mischief should befal himself, if he should be killed. And thus 
did he send out his army to the battle, and wished them victory 
therein. 

2. Then did Joab put his army in battle-array over-against the 
enemy in the great plain, where he had a wood behind him. 

* Absalom also brought his army into the field to oppose him?  
Upon the joining of the battle both sides showed great actions 
with their hands and their boldness; the one side exposing 
themselves to the greatest hazards, and using their utmost ala-
crity, that David might recover his kingdom, and the other be-
ing no way deficient, either in doing or suffering, that Absalom 
Might not be deprived of that kingdom, and be brought to pu-
nishment by his father, for his impudent attempt against him. 
Tho'se also that were the most numerous were solicitous that 
they might not be conquered by those few that were with Joab, 
and with the other commandels, because that would be the 
greatest disgrace to them, while David's soldiers strove greatly 
to overcome so'many ten thousands as the enemy had with them. 
Now David's men were conquerors, as superior in strength and 
skill in war; so they followed the others as they fled away 
through the forests and valleys, some they took prisoners, and 
Many they slew, and more in the flight than in the battle, for 
there fell about twenty thou,and that day. But all David's men 
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ran violently upon Absalom, for he was• easily known by his 
beauty and talness. He was himself also afraid lest his enemies 
should seize on him, so he got upon the king's mule, and tle,! ; 
but as he was carried with violence, and noise, and a great nui--
tion, as being himself light, he entangled his hair greatly in the 
large boughs of a knotty tree that spread a great way, and there 
he. hung after a surprising manner: and as for 1 t le beast, it went 
on farther, and that swiftly)  as if his master ha been still upon 
his back; but he hanging in the air upon the boughs, was taken 
by his enemies.  Now when one of David's soldiers saw this, he 
informed Joab of it; and when the general said, that " if he 
" had shot at and killed Absalom, he would have given hint 
a:fifty shekels." • He replied, " 1 would not have killed, my 
" master's son if thou wouldest have given me a thousand shekels,' . 
a' especially when he desired' that the young man might be 
" spared in the hearing of us all." But Joab bade him show 
him where. it was that he saw Absalom bang; whereupon he shot. 
him to the heart, and slew him, and Joab's armour-hearers stood 
round about the tree, and pulled down his dead body, and cast 
it into a great chasm-that was out of sight, and laid a heap 
of stones upon him, till the cavity was filled up, and had both • 
the appearance and the'bigness of a grave. Then Joab sounded 
a retreat, and recalled his own soldiers from pursuing the enemy's 
...ivy, in order to spare their countrymen.  
,$.  Now Absalom , had. erected for himself a marble pil-
lar-  in the king's dale, two furlongs distant from Jerusalem, 

.1vhieli he named Absalom's Hand, saying, that if his children 
were killed, his name would remain by that pillar; for he had 

lop three sons and one daughter, named Tamar, as we. said before, 
who, when she was married to David's grandson, Rehoboamy 
bare a son, Abijah by name, who succeeded his father in 
the kingdom: but of these we shall speak in a part of 
cur history .which )ill be more proper. After the death . 0i 

11101 WP,alom, they returned every oneto their own ou 	respect- 
.  ively. . 	 .. 

;.'But now Alrimaaz, the son of Zadok the high-priest, went 
oal, and desired he would permit him to go and tell David 

s victory, and to bring him the good news that God had 
Horded his assistance and his providence to him. However lie 
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did not grant his request; but said to him, " Wilt thou, that 
" hast always been the messenger of good news, now go and 
" acquaint the king that his son is dead ?" So he desired him to 
desist. lie then called Cushi, and committed the business to him, 
that he should tell the king what he had seen. But when Ala-
in:1;1z main desired him to let him go as a messenger, and as-
sured him that he would only relate what concerned the victory, 
but not concerning the death of Absalom, he gave him leave to 
gO to David. Now he took a nearer road than the former did, 
Ibr• nobody knew it but himself, and he came before Cushi. 
Now as David was sitting between the gates'', and waiting to 
sec when somebody would come to hint from the battle, and tell 
him how it went, one of the watchmen saw Ahimaaz running, 
and before he could discern who he was, he told David that he 
saw somebody coming to him, who said, he I‘as a gowl messen-
ger. A little whiltotafter, he informed him, that another mes-
senger followed him ; whereupon the king said that he was also 
a good messenger : but when the ,watchman saw Ahhnnaz, and 
that he was already very near, he gave the king notice that it 
was the son of Zadok the high-priest, who came running. So 
David was very glad, and said, " he was a messenger of good 
" tidings, and brought him sonic such news from the battle as 
" he desired to hear." 

5.. 'While the king was saving thus, Ahimaaz appeared, and 
worshipped the .king. And t lieu the king inquired of him about 
the hattle, he said, " he brought him the good news of a vic-
" tory and dominion." -And when he inquired what he had to 
`sty concerning his son, he sa;d, that '' he came away on the 
" sudden as soon as the enemy was defeated, hut that he heard 
" a great noise of those that pursued Absalom, and that 1n could 
" learn no more, becitus.t of the haste he made when Jottb sent 
" hint to inform him of the victory." But when Cushi was 
come, and had worshipped him, and informed him of the vic- 

4  The reader need not 1,.; surprised at till,, account of David's throne, both here, 
and 2 Sarn. xviii. 24. that it was lir ticecn two raUv, or L. rids; gates being in cities, as 
well as at the temple, large open pLiees, with a lava] a; the entratiee, : and another at 
the exit, between which judicial c I , Ih1:3 were heard, and 1 jlic ctmultations taken, and 
as it is well known from several ;I 	of Scripture, 	Litton. xxxi. 2. I%al. ix. 11, 
cxxvii. 5. Prov. i. 21. viii. 3. 	xxai, 23. sad often elsewhere. 
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tory, he asked hint about his son ; who replied, " May the like 
" misfortune befal thine-enemies as bath befallen Absalom." 
That word did not permit either himself or llis soldiers to rejoice 

,, for the victory, though it was a very great one ; but David went 
up to the highest part of the city, •and wept for his son, and 
beat his breast, tearing [the hair of] his head, and tormenting 
himself all manner of ways, and crying out, '10, my son ! I 
" wish that I had died myself, and ended my (rays with thee I" 
For he was of a tender natural affection, and had extraordinary 
compassion for this son in particular. But when the army and 
Joab heard that the king mourned for his son, they were ashamed 
to enter the city in the habit of conquerors, but they all came in 
as cast down, and iu tears, as if they had been beaten. • Now 
while the king covered himself, and grievously lamented his son, 
Joab• went in to him, and Coln tinted him, and said, " 0 my 
" lord the king, thou art not aware that thou laycst a blot on thy-
" self by what thou now dOCSt j for thou now seemest to hate 
" those that love thee, and undergo dangers for thee; nay, to 
" hate thyself and_ thy family, and to love those that are thy bit- 

ter enemies, and to desire the company of those that arc no 
" more, and who have been justly slain; for had Absalom gotten 
" the victory, and firmly settled himself in the kingdom, there 
" had been none of us left alive, but all of us, beginning with 
" thyself and lily children, had miserably perished, while our ene-
" mies had not wept for us, but rejoiced over us, and punished 

• " even those that pitied us in our Misfrtunes; and thou art not 
" ashamed to do this in the case of one that has been thy bitter ., 

 ," enemy, who, while he was thine own son, bath proved so Or 
'''  " wicked to thee. Leave off, therefore, thy unreasonable grief, 

" and conic abroad and. seen by thy 4oldiem, and return them 
" thanks for the alacrif 	.. showed in the fight , for I myself 
,, will this day persuade the people to leave thee, and to give 
0 the kingdom to another, if thou continue:A to do thus; and 

I" 
* Since Davit', was now in Mahansim, and in the open place of that city-gate which 

scerns still to hive been built the highest of any part of the wall, and since our other 
copi,,cs say, he 'Rent up to the (halt her over the pie, z Sant. xviii. 33. I think we 
ought tc correct our present reading, in dlosephus, and for city should read gale, 
in,icad of the highest pa it of the (ily, s1 n01,1 say the highest part of the gate. Ac' 
0,1 di 1.gly we find DAIS id presently, in Jusephns, as well as in our other copies, 2 Sulu.  
NI% S. 	bt'Par in the gale of the city. 
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" then I shall make thee to grieve bitterly, and in earnest." 
Upon Joab's speaking thus to him, he made the king leave off 
his sorrow; and brought him to the consideration of his affairs. 
So David changed his habit, and exposed himself in a manner 
fit to he seen by the multitude, and sat at the gates ; whereupon 
all the people heard of it, and ran together to him, and saluted 
him. And this was the present state of David's affitirs. 

Ch1APTER XI. 

How David, when he had recovered his kingdom, was reconciled 
to Shinici, and to Ziba; and showed a great apctimt to Bar-
zillai : and how, upon the rise of a sedition, he made Amasa 
captain of his Iwst, in order to pursue .Sheba ; which Amasa 
was slain by Joab. • 

§ 1. NOW those Hebrews that had been with Absalom, and 
had retired out of the battle, when they were all returned home, 
sent messengers to every city to put them in mind of what bene-
fits David had bestowed upon them, and of that liberty which he 
had procured them, by delivering them from many and great 
wars. But they complained,' that wliereas they had ejected him 
out of his kingdom, and committed it to another governor, which 
other governor, whom they had set up, was already dead, they -
did not now beSeech David - to leave off his anger at them, and to 
become friends with them, and, as he used to do, to resume the 
care of their affitirs, and take the kingdom again. 'This was 
often told to David. And, this notwithstanding, David sent to 
Zadok and Abiathar the, high-priests, that they should speak to, 
the rulers of the tribe of Judab after the manner following : that 

icwould be a rioach upon them to permit the other tribes to 
Choose David for their king before their tribe, and this, said he, 

" while you are a kin to him? and of the same common blood." 
He commanded tlitan also to say the same to Amasa the captain 
ofjtheir forces, that " whereas he was his aister's son, he had not 
“ir persuaded the multitude to restore the kingdom to David: that 
" he might expect from him not only a reconciliation, for that 

was already granted, but that supreme command of the army 
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" also which Absalom .had bestowed upon hini." Accordingly 
the high-priests, when -they had discoursed with the rulers of 
the tribe, and said what the king had ordered them, persuaded 
Amami to undertake the care of his affairs. So he persuaded that 
tribe to send immediately antbassadors to him, to beseech him 
to return to his kingdom. The same did all the Israelites, at 
the like persuasion of Amasa. i 2. When the ambassadors came to him, he came to Jerusalem; 
and the tribe of Judah was the first that came to meet the king 
at the river Jordan. And Shimci, the son of Gera, came with 
a thousand men ; which he brought with him out of the tribe 
.of Benjamin : and Ziba, the, freed man of Saul, with his sons, 
fifteen in number, and with his twenty servants. All these, as 
well as the tribe of Judah, laid a bridge [of boats] over the river, 
that the king, and those that were with him, might with ease 
pass over it. Now as soon as he was come to Jordan, the tribe 
of Judah saluted him. Shimei also came upon the bridge, and 

'took hold of his feet, and prayed him to " forgive him what he 
" had offended, and not to be too bitter against him, nor 'to think' 

;- 	" fit to make him the first example of severity under his new 
1 .' 	" authority; but to consider that he had repented of his failure 

" of duty, and had taken care to come first of all to him." While 
he was thus entreating the king, and moving him to compassion, 
Abishai, Joab's brother, said, " And shall nog this man die for 
" this, that he bath cursed that king whom Cod bath appointed 

;. 	" to reign over us ?" But David turned' himself to him, and said, 
" Will you never leave off, ye sons of Attila!' i. Do not you, , 
" prav, raise new troubles and seditious. *on. us,  -  now the for 
" mcr are over; for I would not have you ignorant that I di 

Or  day begin my reign, ,a4likier4ore swett,• .t6 imjt ,  to nit eft; 
-- -'.  " fenders their punishments, and not 1. I  ;11, , ,,,,,dvolt on any one 

" that has sinned. Be thou, therefore 	.;a:0,,1)0,,,  0 Sliinwl, of 
" good courage, and do not at all fear 	fit  ' • "t1? death."  So 
be wcreshipped. him, and \ vent on •befoi  

[ 	-  :3. Mephibosheth also, Saul's grand 11 Met David, clothed 
law  in a sordid garment, and having his hail 	.ck and neglected; lot 
Fr 	after David was fled av-ay, he was in st h grief that Ile In lit 

1- 	polled his head, nor had he washed his clothes, as downing Ili:P-
i-6110 undergo such hardships upon  00:;,,,ion of t l ic. „bane  ci 
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the king's affairs. Now he had been unjustly calumniated to the 
king by Ziba his steward. When he had saluted the king, and 
worshipped hint, the king began to ask him, " why he did not 
" go out of Jerusalem with him, and accompany him during his 
4, Hight ?" He replied, that " this piece of injustice was owing 
" to Ziba ; because, when he was ordered to get things ready 
" for his going out xvith him, he took no care of it, but regarded 

him no more than if he had been a slave ; and indeed, had I 
had my feet sound and strong, I had not deserted thee, for 

4, 
I could then have made use of them in my flight : but this is 

" not all the injury that Ziba has done me, as to my duty to 
" thee, my lord and my master, but he hath calumniated me be-
" sides, and told lies about me of his own invention ; but I 
" know thy mind will not admit of such calumnies, but is righ-
4, teously disposed, and a lover of truth, which it is also the will 

of God should prevail. For when thou vast in the greatest 
danger of suffering by my grandfather, and when, on that ac-

" count, our whole family might justly have been destroyed, thou 
wast moderate and merciful, and didst then especially forget all 

4, those injuries, when, if thou hadst remembered them, thou 
hadst the power of punishing us for them; but thou bast judged 
me to be thy friend, and bast set me every day at thine own 
table ; nor have I wanted any thing which one of thine own 
kinsmen, of greatest esteem with thee, could have expected." 

When he said this, David resolved neither to punish Alephi-
bosheth, nor to condemn Ziba, as having belied his master; 
'but said to him, that as he had [before] granted all his estato to 
Ziba, because .he did not come along with him, so lie [now] pro-
mised to forgive him, and ordered that the one half of his estate 
should be restored to him. Whereupon Mephibosheth sail, 
" Nay, let Ziba tal.:e. all ; it suflices,Me that dual hast recove:\:d 
" thy kingdom." 

• 
• By David'sdisp;‘,11 of ludf Merbibodieth's estate to Ziba, one would inv4ne that 

b" was a good dell 	atisfied, and doubtful whether Mephihosheth'i story were entirely 
true or not : nor does Dovid nuw Invite him to diet with hitu, as he lid before, but only 
forgives  him, if he. had beeuat all guilty. Nor is this odd way of mourn;ng that INlephi,  
be.heth made usn of here, and 2 Sam. xix. 94. wholly free from suspicion of hypocrisy. 
if Ziba neglected or refused to hung INIcidnbOsheth an ass of his own, on which he 
=night ride to David, it is hard to suppose that so great a man' as he wls should not hi 
alle to procure 6921,: other beast for the same purpose. 
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4. But David desired Barzillai the Gileadite, that great and 
good man, and one tit:ail:id made a plentiful provision for him 
at Maltanahn, and had conducted him as far as Jordan, to ac-
company him toJerusalem, for he promised to treat him in his old 
age with all manner of respect; to take care of him, and pro-
vide for him. But Barzillai was so desirous to live at home, that 
he entreated him to excuse him from attendance on him ; and 
.!•., that " his age was too great to enjoy tilt pleasures [of a 

mut], since he was fourscore years old; and was *therefore 
taking provision for his death and burial ; so he desired hint 

gratify him in this request, and dismiss him ;. for he had 
relish of his meat, or his drink, by reason of his age ; and 

.at his cars were too much shut up to hear the sound of 
cc OT the melody of other musical instruments, such as all those 
cc that live with Icings delight in." When he entreated for this: 
so earnestly, the king said, " I dismiss thee, but thou shalt grant' 

Inc thy son Chitnbarn, and upon him will I bestow all sorts of 
" good things." So Eaivillai left his son with him, and wor-
shipped the king, and wished biun a prosperous conclusion of all 
his affairs according to his own mind, and then returned home : 
but David came to Gilgal, having about him half the people [of, 
Israel], and the [whole] tribe of Judah. 

5. Now the principal men of the ci.fotry mune to Gilga 
him with a great multitude, and complained of the tribe o 
Judah, that they had come to him in a private manner, whereas 
they ough.: all conjointly, and with ont 	flirt same intenti 
to have given him the meeting. But the ruinrs of the trio 
Judah desired them not to he displeasyd, if they had been 
vented by them : for, said they, " We src 

on that accounts we the rather took el' e 	i 	ri 
" and so came first to him, yet they hadt 	i !i ikt t y 
" tog, received any gifts from him, which 111;.  iii1.14* them Who 

came last any uneasiness." When 	 the tribe 
Judah had said this, the rulers of the inf o trilie;were not quit.. 
but said farther, '' 0 brethren, we , 	i•iir wonder at you 

when you call the king your kinsm 	lone, vftereas he that 
G bath received from God the power 	'AlI'of us ;11 cominn- 

ought to be esteemed a kinsman to i rill ; for Which reasOL 
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" whole people have eleven parts in him, and you but one part*': 
" we also are elder than you ; wherefore you have not done 
" justly in coming to the king in this private an I concealed 
" manner." 

G. While these rulers were thus-  disputing one with another, 
a certain wicked man, who took a pleasure in seditious practices 
(his name was Sheba, the son of Bichri,.of the tribe of Benjamin), 
stood up in the midst of the multitude, and cried aloud, and 
spake thus to them " We hate no part in David, nor inherit-
" anee in the son of Jesse." And when he had used those 
words, he blew with a trumpet, and declared war against the 
Icing ; and they all left David, ,and followed him ; the tribe of 
Judah alone staid with him, and settled him hi his royal palace 
at Jerusalem. But as for his concubines, with ivhom Absalom 
his son had accompanied, truly he removed them to another 
house; and ordered those that had the care of them to make a 
plentiful provision• for them, hilt he came not near them any 
more. He also appointed Amasa for the captain of his forces, 
and gave him the same high office which .loab before had ; and 
commanded hirn to gather together out of the tribe of .Tudah, as 
great an army as he could, and come to him within three days, 
that he might deliver:  his entire army, and li:!trilt send him to 
fight against [Shelia] the son of Bictri. Now w!tile .truasa was 
gone out,. and made some delay in gathering the army together, 
and so was not yet returned, on the third day the king s:'id to 
Juab, "It is not fit we should make any delay in this alfiir of 
" Sheba, lest he get a numerous army about hint, and be the oc-
" casion of greater mischief, and hurt our ainirs more than did 
" Absalom himself; do not thou therefore wait any longer, but 
" take such forces as thou ha.,t at hand, and that [old] body of 
" siK hundred mel and thy brother :\bishai 	h thee; and per- 

,f,ne after our 	and endeavour to tight him wheresoever 
thou carrot overtake him. Make haste to prevent him, lest he 

I clearly prefer Jolephutt's tootling here, when it supposes ekveti tribes, itieltkiins 
to h r ',n one side, and the tribe of Judah alone on the other, since Ben-

' 4lin in general had been still fondei of the house of S.tol, and less firm to David 
1",tt.,, than ail),  of the rest, and so cannot be supposed :o be j‘Anctlisith Judah at this 

":e to rnhke it double, especially whim the folloAing rebellion wa.t headed by a .  
See 5 	and 9 Saln. xrt. 	I. 
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" seize upon some fenced cities, and cause us great labo 
,'" pains before we take him." 

..- 

	

	7. So Joab resolved to make no delay, ,but taking with Lim 
his brother, and those siK hundred men, and giVing orders that) 
the rest of the army which was at Jerusalem should follow him, 

• be marched with great speed,against Sheba ; and when he w 
come to Gibeon, which is. a village forty furlows distant front 
erusalem, Amasa brought a great army witlr him, and met 

b.. 	Now Joab was girded with a sword, - mid his breast-plate 
and when Amasa came near him to salute him, he took 

"cular care that his sword should fall out as it were of its ow 
rd : so he took it up from the ground, and while he .ap 

,- prOaehed Atnasal  who was then near him, as though he would 
kiss him, he wit hold of Amasa's beard with his other hand 
and he smote him •,-1 hisbelly when he did not foresee it, and 
slew him. This impious and altogether profane action, Joab di& 
to a good young man, and his kinsman, and ,one that had done 
him no injury, and this out of jealousy that he would obtain the.  
chief command of the army, and be in equal dignity with him. 
elf about the king : and fiir the same cause it was that he Lined 
bner. _ But as, to that former wicked action, the death ,of his, 

brother Asabel, which he seemed to revenge, afforded him a 
decent pretence, and made that crime a pardonable one ; but is 
this murder of Amasa there was no such coverin; for it. Now 

i when Joab had killed this general, he pursued after Sh 
i' having left a man with the dead body, who wit, ordered to 

claim aloud to the army, that Amasa was jestly slain, and 
servedly punished. " But, 'said he, if you be fur the king 
Joab his general, and Abishai Joab's brother :" but bcc. 
body lay on the road, and all the multitude .:,irne rut 
and, as is usual with the multitudeonderi: !, a a  
it, he that crimpled it removed it thence, and ,t,,i " '4  it 	a ,cqr.- an,  - 	 $40 tain place dint was very remote from the roan 	' there laid 
and covered it with his garment. When tbii. wi,S done, all  th.r,,, 

r 	people followed Joab. Now as he pursued .kltelnitthrough all' the 
;-• country of Israel, one told him, that he was in  rA  strong Cl 

kfra 

 
. called Abel-betlimaachah ; hereupon Joab went thither, and se 

boti# itovith his army, and cast up a hank round it, and ordered ° 
his soldiers to undermine the walls, and io \overthr.ow-them ; and- 

F 
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since the people in the city did not admit him, he was greatly 
di pleased at them. 

S. Now there was a woman of .small account, and yet bptIA 
wise and intelligent, who seeing her native city lying at the last 
extremity, ascended upon the wall, and, by means of the armed 
men, called for Joab ; and when be came to her, she began to 

3/, that " God ordained kings andtgenemls of armies, that 
" they might cut off the enemies of the Hebrews, and introduce 
" a universal peace among them; but thou art endeavouring to 
" overthrow and depopulitte a metropolis of the Israelites, which 
" hath been guilty of no offence." But he replied, " God con-
" tinue to be merciful unto me I am disposed to avoid killing 
cc any one of the people, much less would I destroy such a city 
" as this ; and if they will deliver me up • Sheba, the son of 
" Bicbri, who bath rebelled against the kir.gs I will leave off 
" the siege, and withdraw the army from the place." Now as. 
soon as the woman heard what Joab said, she desired him,to 
intermit the siege for a little while, for that he should have the 
head of his enemy thrown out to him presently. So she went 
down to the citizens, and said to them, "Will you be so wicked 

as to perish miserably, with your children and wives, for the 
cc sake of %vile fellow, and one whom nobody knows who he is? ,  
" And will you have him for your king instead of David, who 
" bath been so great a benefactor to you, and oppose your city 
" alone to such a mighty and strong army ?" So she prevailed 
with them, and they cut off the head of Sheba, and threw it into 
Joab's army. When this was done, the king's general sounded 
a retrrit, and raised the siege. And when be was come to Je-
rusalem he was again appointed to be general of all the people. 
The king also consti ted Benajah captain of the guards, and of 
the  six hundreE me ',He also set Adoram over the tribute, and 
Sahatlieq arid Achil is over the records. }le made Sheva the 
serirc:; and appoint Zadok and Abiathar the high-priests. 
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CHAPTER XII.' 

.  . peYbrmed against the Philistines by David, and the men() 

Wow the Hebrews avere delivered from a famine when the 

valour about huh. 

them that had ,  been slain: as also, what peat actions wet 
beonites—had caused punishment to be inflicted for. those 

..• 

—  § 1. A FTER this, when the country was greatly afflicted wit 
a famine, David besought God to have mercy on the people, 
and to discover to him what was the cause of it, and how a re-
medy might be found for that distemper. And then the prophets 
answered, " that God. would have.  the Gibeonites avenged, whom 
" Saul the king was so wicked as to betray. to slaughter, and had 
‘, not observed the oath which Joshua the general and the senate.  
“ had sworn-to them. If, therefore, said God, the king would 

perMit such Vengeance to be taken for those that Were slai 
as the Gibeonites should desire, he promised that lie would  

(c be reconciled- to them, and free. the Multitude from the). 
miseries." As soon therefore as the king understood that this 13 

it was which Gad sought, he sent for the Gibeonites, and :11cci 
- hem, what it was they should have ; and who, .i.,.i.• C.,  .. 

.have seven sons of Saul delivered to them, to be punished 
delivered them up, but spared 111ephibosheth the son ofJona, 
So when the Gibeonites had received the men, they ptini. 
hem as they pleased; upon which God began to scud rain, 
o i'ecover the earth to bring foil-tit its fruity as tisual, and !o 
t from the foregoing drought, to that the',country of the 
revs flourished again. A little s'afterward the Itiilg made war 

N 
 a.c,)-ainst.the Philistines ; and when he had j 10 the battle ',yid' 

them, ano,,  put them to flight, he was le t , as he wit; ill 
pursuit of them ; and when he was nu 	d down,. he .-.---

:. seen by -one,  of the enemy, his name  w '1 mown, the son of 
lit 	Araph ; he was one.of the.sons of the giants. n-.: ,.! had a sp •ar, 

the handle of,which weighed three hundred shekels, and a breaE 
plate of chain-work, and a sword. He turned back, and rat. 

h
violently to slay [David], their enemy's king, for he was (juin: 

it 
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tired out with labour; but Abishai, Joab's.brother, appeared on 
 ' ,..the  sudden, and protected the king with his shield, as he lay 

down, and slew the enemy. Now the multitude were very un-
asy at these dangers of the king, and that he was very near to 

be slain : and the 	made him swear that he would no more 
o out with them to battle, lest he should come to some great 

	

. 	• 
 

misfortune by his courage and boldness, and thereby deprive the 

i

• 

 

people of the benefits they now enjoyed by his means, and of 
those that they might hereafter enjoy by his living a long tim 
among them. 	 . 

2.. When the king beard that the Philistines were gat ere 
together at the city Gazara, he sent an army against them, when 
Sibbechai the Hittite, take of David's most courageous men,  be-
hayed himself so as to 'deserve great commendation, for he slew; 
many of those that bragged they were the posterity of the giants, 
and vaunted themselves highly on that account, and thereby 
Was the occasion of victory to the•Hehrews. After which de-
eat, the Philistines Made war again ; and when David had sent 

an army against them, Nephan his"kinsman fought in a single 
eon)* with the stoutest of all the Philistines, and slew him, 
and put the rest to flight. ' Many of them also were slain in did, 
'fg,ht. Now a little while after this, the Philistines pitched their. 
'camp. at a city which lay not far off the bounds of the country
of the Hebrews. They had a man who was six cubits tall, and. 
had on each of his feet and hands one more toe and finger than 

. _  men naturally have. Now the person who was sent against. 
them by David out of hiSarmy was Jonathan, the son of Shi-

.  mea, who fought this man in a single combat, and slew him; 
and as he was the 1?erson wip gave the turn to the battle, he 
gained ,.the  gip  atestj reputation for courage therein. This man 

11111r.. 
 

also vauntedhimsti to be of the sons of the giants. But after 
'this fight the Phi,Iiitines made war no more against the Israel- 

	

. 	itc.§„......?", 	. 
iiir  3. And now *mid being freed from wars and dangers, and 

en2oying for tl  future a profound 'peace *, composed songs and ; lk 

V.: This section is a very remarkable one, and shows, that, in the opinion of Josephus, 
David composed the Book of Psalms, not at several times before,  ss  their prevent in-

' striptions frequently imply, but gerieraUy at the latter end of his life, or after his aura 
*ere over. Nur dots Josepbus, nor the au;hors of the known books of the Ohl onl 

2 lc 2 
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hymns to God of several sorts of metre ; some of them which he 
made were trimeters, and tome were pentameters he also made 
instruments of music, and taught the Levites to sing'hymns to 
God, both on that called the - sabbath-day, and on other festi-
vals. Now the construction of the instruments was thus : the 
viol was an instrument of ten strings, it was played upon with a 
bow ; the psaltery had twelve musical notes, find was. played 
upon by the singers; the cymbals were broad and large instru-
ments, and were made of brass. And so much shall suffice to 
be spoken by us about these instruments, that the readers may 
not be wholly unacquainted with their nature. 

4 Now all the. men that were about David, were men of cou-
rage. Those that were most illustrious and.  famous of them for 
their actions were thirty-eight; of five of whom 1 will only re-
late the performances, for these will suffice to make manifest 

New Testament, nor the Apostolical Constitutions, seem to have ascribed any of them 
to any other author than to David himself. Sec Essay on the Old Testament, page 17a, 

75. 	Of these metres of the Psalms, see the note on Antiq. B. II. ch. xvi. § 4. How- 
ever, we must observe here, that as Josephus says, Antiq. B. a ch. xvi. § 4. that the 
song at the Red Sea, Exod. sosr. 1-21. wag composed by Moses in the hexameter tune, 
or ruche, as also Antiq. B. IV. chap. viii. § 44. that the song of Moses, neut. xxxii. 
1-43. was an hexameter poem, so does he say, that the Psalms of David were of va-
rious kinds of ynrtre, and particularly, that they contained I rim dors and 1;eniamcts rs, 
Antiq. B. VII. ch. xii. § a. all which implies, that he the-  tOtt tho 	f icin 
might be best described to the Creeks and Romans under those muncs .101 chat artc,.! of 
Ilexanieters, Trimeters, and Pentameters. Now, it  appear; thin  the  instruments of Inn -  
sic that were originally used, by the command of king David aml Solomon, and were 
carried to Babylon at the captivity of the two tribes, acre brought hark after that car 
tivity'; as alto, that the singers and mu,icians, who ,ovilived thmt captitity, game lack 
with those instruments, Ezra ii. 41. vii. 24. Neh. vii. 44. A wig. IS. X. ch. ill. §", 
and ell. iv. § 2. and that this music, and these instrutnotri at the templet • coatd no: lit' 
he well known to Josephus, a priest belonging-:o that • -1 	' 	.ccb ,  in;*.  ga r.  , Ill 
a short.desetiption of three of the instruments, Ant 	I i 	Afro) 3 ro 1 give' 
Ms a  trttI*1  account, that such psalms and hymns t,c 	 I,vti f that temple') 
Antiq, A. XX. chap. ix. § 6. so that Josephus's auth 	 ote:ePtior. 
matter.. Nor can any hypothesis of the moderns, that 
sh.o-acters, be justly supposed the true metre of the r;.

1 	

•  r 
	nor i 
 Joserhit 

tc 

;IF 

theic,  I think, any other original authority ttow est::tit. 	:1**1-11.1461114;! 
to these testimonies beinte us. That the ancient mu 	the Her reti-s aas very com- 
plete also, and had in it great variety of tunes, is evi 	iv the 1101 tber of their 1. 11" 
sical instruments, and by the testimony of another Innst Putbentie w,•oess, Jesus, 11-
son of Siraeh, Eeelus 1. 18. who sass; that at the terriplie,' in his days, " 
t,  sang praises with their voice, with great variety of suuuds etas there made swat tat!' 
" 
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the virtues of the.  others also ; for these were powerful enough 
to subdue countries, and conquer great nations. First, there-
fore, was Jessai, the son of Achi malts, \olio frequently leaped upon 
the troops of the enemy, and did not leave off fighting till he • 
overthrew nine hundred of them. After him was Eleazar, the 
son of Dodo, who was with the king at Arasam. This man, 
when once the Israelites were under a 'consternation at the mul-
titude of the Philistines, and were running away, stood alone, 
and fell upon the enemy, and slew many of them, till his sword 
clung to his hand by the blood he had shed, and till the Israel-
ites, seeing the Philistines retire by his means, came down from 
the mountains and pursued them, and at that time won a sun. 
prising and a famous victory, while Eleazar slew the men, and 
the multitude followed and spoiled their dead bOdies. The 
third was Sheba, the son of has. Now this man, when, in the 
wars against the Philistines, they pitched their camp at a place 
called Lehi, and when the Hebrews were again afraid of their 

,,  army, and did not stay, he stood still alone, as an army, and a 
body of men, and some of them he overthrew, and some who 1

'4 

 
Nv

. 

 Ore not able to abide his strength and force he pursued. These 
rc the works of the hands, and of fighting, which these three 

performed. Now at the time when the king was once at Jeru-
salem, and the army of the Philistigs etune upon him to fight 
'him, David went up to the top of the citadel, as we have al-
tcady said, to inquire of God concerning the battle, while the 
'enemy's camp lay in the valley that extends to the city Beth- 

. lehent, which is twenty finiongs distant from Jerusalem. Now 
David said to his companions, " We have excellent water in Inv 
" own city, espeei 'fly that which is in the pit near the gate," 

,wondesing, if any ( (le would bring him some of it to drink.; but 
he said, that " in would rather have it than a great deal of mo, 

ney.!' When i iese three men heard what he said, they ran 
aw:T inimediat.iv, and burst through the midst of their enemy's 
camp, and came to Bethlehem ; and when they had drawn the 
water, they refurned again through the enemy's camp to the king, 
;disomuelt tl at the Philistines were so surprised at their boldness 

sand alacrity, that they'were quiet, and did nothing against theta, 
as if they despised their kmall number. But when the water i 
was brought to the king, he would not drink it, saying, that " it 
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"was brought by the danger and the blood oftmen, and that it 
" was.  not proper on that account to drink it." But he poured 
it out to.  God, and gave him thanks for the salvation of the men. 
Next to these was Abishai, Joab's brother; for he in one day 

• slew six•hundred. The fifth of these was Benaiah, by lineage a 
priest, for being challenged by [two] eminent men in the coun- 

• try of Moab, he overcame them by his valour. *Ioreover, there 
was a man, by nation an Egyptian, who was of a vast hulk, and 
challenged him, yet did he, when he was unarmed,kill him with 
his own spear, which he threw at him, for he caught" him by 
force, and took away his weapons, while he was alive and fight-
ing, and slew him with his own weapons. One may also add 
this to the forementioned actions of the same man, either as 

the principal of them in alacrity, or as resembling the rest: 
When God sent a sn9w; there was a lion who slipped and fell 
into a certain pit, and because the pit's mouth was narrow it was 
evident he would perish, being enclosed with the snow; so when 
he saw no way to.get out and save himself he roared. When 
Bcnaiah heard the wild 'beast, he went towards him, and coming 
at the noise he made, he went down into the mouth of the pit 
and smote him; as he struggled, with a stake that lay there, and 
immediately slew him. The ,other thirty-three were like these 
in valour-alSo. • 

CHAFFER XIII. 

That when David had numbered the pc; pie then were punishOt 
and how the.divine compassion iTstroined Oat panisharuni• 

t".."!  1. NOW IcingDavid was desirous to ko.'.w,V.6 vi an).  t'=" 
thousands there were of the people,  but forgislAtlii3  eontrwriu 
of Moses*-, who told them beforehand, tlio.  ' 	• 

. 
* The words of God by Moses, Exod. xxs.  I 2.,,, 

 :- 	
itlt.likthC  renson hale 

given by Josephus for the great plague mentioned iri 	*it " When thou  ts1;esc - 

" the sum of the children of Israel, after their ut4alithen shall they  g, % ,  everY  mar: 
" a ransom for his soul unto the Lord, when thottlinifittsiret.t them, th4"1̀ '''''  be  %:.,,. 
" plague amongst them when thou numberest them" Nor, lndre1 could l)a6d', , 

 

the Sanhedrim's neglect ,of executing this law at Ail wornerit161) excuse  tb' 1.`'r '
,v 

 

- a 
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numbered they should pay half a shekel to God for every head. 
Accordingly the king commanded Joab, the captain of his host, 
to go and number the whole multitude : but when he said there 
was no necessity for such a numeration, he was not persuaded 
[to countermand it], but he enjoined him to ,make no delay, but 
to go about the numbering of the Hebrews immediately. So 
Joab took withihim-  the heads of the tribes, and the scribes, and 

• went over the country of the Israelites, and took notice how nu-

merous the multitude were, .and returned to Jerusalem to the 
king, after nine months and twenty days; and he gave in to the .  
king the number of the people, without the tribe of Benjamin, 
for he had not yet numbered that tribe, no more than the tribe 
of Levi, for the king repented of his having sinned against God. 
Now the number of the rest of the Israelites was nine hundred 
thousand men, who were able to bear arms and go to war; but 
the tribe of Judith, by itself, was four hundred thousand men. 

:2. Now when the prophets had signified to David, that God 
.was angry at him, he began to entreat him, and to desire he 
would be merciful to him, and forgive his sin. But God sent 
Nathan the prophet to him, to propose to him the election of 
three things, that he might choose which lie liked best; " whe• 
" they he would have famine come upon the country for seven 

years? or would have a war, and 1!Zsubdued three months by 

=  who might still to have brought their bounden oblation of half a shekel apiece with 
them, when they came to be numbered.' 'the great reason why nations are so constantly 
punished by, and with, their wicked kings and.governors, is this: that they shnost con-
stantly comply with them in their neglect of, or disobedience to, the disine laws, and 
suffer those divine laws to go into disuse or contempt, in order to please those wicked 
kings :ma vvernors ; and tliat they submit to several wicked political laws and com-
mands  of goose  kings antfewernots ittr.-3,1 of the righteous hors of Cud, which all ruin_ 
kind ouj,itotr 	obey,'let their kings and governors say what they please to the con- 
trary ;. tiiis IT•ircnee of lAman before divine laws seeming: to me the principol chatter a 
laimer s or nutichristiairnatiOns. Aetzerdingly,-Joipints well observes, Antiq. U. IV. 

.1 
 

eh. viii. 	"..shat ipitli the duty Of the people  cf nce1 to•take care that their kingi, 
wbros-i key should lure them, did not exceed their proper limits of power, bud prose un-
governable by the lap of Cud, which would certainly he a most pernicious thing to 
their divine settlement.' Nor do I think that negligence pectiliar to the Jcws: those 
nations which r,re called Christians, arc sometimes indeed very solicitous to restrain 
their kings and .governors from bre.tling the human laws of their several kingdoms, but 
without the like care for restraining th':ui trout breaking the lair's of God. " Whether 
" it be•right in the sight of God, to hearken unto men more than God, judge ye," Acts 
T.  10. " We ought to they God rather than men," ver, 29. • .4.° 
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" his enemies ? or whether God should send a pestilence and a 
" distemper upon the Hebrews for three days ?" But as he was 
fallen to a fatal choice of great miseries, he was in trouble, and 
sorely confounded; and when the prophet had said, that he 
must of necessity make this choice, and h. ' ordered him to an- 
swer quickly, that he miOit declare wh:i 	Oad chosen to God, 
the king reasoned with himself, that in case leihould ask for 
famine, he. would appear to do it for others, and without danger 
to himself, since he had a great deal of corn hoarded up, but t 
the harm of others ; that in case he should choose to be over 
come [by his enemies] for three tnonths; he would appear t 
have chosen -  war, because he had valiant men about him, an 
strong-holds, and that therefore he frared nothing therefrom: s 
he chose that affliction which is common to kings and to thei 
subjects, and in which the fear was .equal on all sides ; and sai 
this beforehand, that " it was much better to fall into the Ir 

of God, than into those of his enemies." 
3. When the prophet had heard this, he declared it to God 

who thereupon sent a pestilence and a mortality upon the He 
brews 1,1 nor did they,die after one and the same manner, nor s 
that it was easy to know what the distemper was. Now, th 
miserable disease was one in deed, but it carried them off by tel 
thousand causes and occasions, which those that were affliete 
could not understand ; fir one died upon the neck of anothe 
and the terrible malady seized. them before .they were aware 
and brought them. to their end suddenly, some giving up tit 
ghost immediately with very great pains, and 'bitter grief, an 
some were worn away by their distempers, and had nothing re- 
maining to be buried, but as soon  it4 	liey• fell, were en- 

case, as.being also strielien with a 	 _ 	mt. !iv 
ttioir 
en- 

tirely macerated: some were choked, and grc 	
. 

were, who, as they we'llburying a 
without finishing the rites of the funt,,.,.. 
of this distaSe, which vegan with the morning, and iasteu 
the hour of dinner, seventy thousand.I Nay, the angel stretched 
out his hand over Jerusalem, as.sending this terrible judgement/ 

Whence.JoseFhus took these his distinct and melancholy accounts of the poi- , 
eular symptoms, and most tuistrablemethoils of dying, in this terrible pestilenw, 
tc.nnot now tell, our other copies afil.rding us no stilt accounts. 
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upon it. But David had put on sackcloth, and lay upon the 
ground, entreating God, and begging that the distemper might 
now cease, and that he would be satisfied with thOse that had 
already perished. And when the king looked up into the air, 
and saw the angel carried along thereby into Jerusalem, with 
his sword drawn; he said to God, tl at " he might justly be 
" punished, who was their shepherd, but that the sheep ought, 
" to be preserved, as not having sinned at all ; and he implored 

• " God that he would send his wrath upon him, and upon all 
" his family, but spare the people." 

4. When 'God heard his supplication, he caused the pestilence 
to cease; and sent Gad the prophet to him, and commanded him 
to go up immediately to the threshing-floor of Araunah the Je-
husite, and build an altar there to .God, and offer sacrifices. 
When David heard that, he did not neglect his duty, but made 
haste to the place appointed him. Now Araunah was threshing 
wheat; and when he saw the king and all his servants coming 
to him, he ran before, and came to him, and worshipped him : 
he was by his lineage a Jehusite, but a particular friend of Da-
vid's ; and for that cause it was, that when he overthrew the .  
city, he did him no harm, as we informed the reader a little he-
`fore. Now. Araunah inquired, " Wherefore is my lord come to 
" his servant ?", He ansWe: 	" Prinz),  of him the threshing- 
" floor, that he might therein build an altar to God, and offer a 
" sacrifice." He replied, that " he freely gave him both the . 
" threshing-floor,, mul the ploughs and the oNen for a burnt-
" offering ; and he besought God graciously to accept his sacri.. 
" fice." But the king made answer, Chit lie took his generosity 
and ma ruaijimity kindly, and accepted his good will, but he de- 
sired 	n to take ;he price ri thuni all, for that it 11as not just 
to o, er a sacrifice 'that cost nothing. And when Araunah said, 
he w 	do as he pleased, he bought the threshing-floor of him' 
for fifffitIiTrinsrAnd when he had built an altar, he per'Orined 
diyine'seririce,,and broty:ht a burnt-offering, and offered pew:c- 
offering-5 	1,Vidi these God was pacified, and became gra- 
cious to them again. Now it happened, that Abraham came 

* What Josophus adds here is very remarkable, that this mount Morialt was not only 
the %cry pluce . where 'Abraham otters I up Is.ttc lour, tu;,o, but tivAt 6°,1 had foictold to 
[)avid by a prophet, that here his  3011 should build hitu a tiauple; which 13 not directly 
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and offered his son Isaac for a burnt-offering at that very place ; 
and when the youth was ready to have his throat cut, a ram ap-
peared on a sudden, standing by the altar, which Abraham, sa-
crificed in the stead of his son, as we have before related. Now 
when king David saw that God had heard his prayer, and had 
graciously accepted of his sacrifices, he resolved to call that entire 
place the Altar of all the People, and to build a timple to God 
there. Which words he uttered very appositely to what Was to 
be done afterward; for God sent the prophet to him, and told 
him, that there should his son build him an altar, that son who 
was to take the kingdom after him. 

CHAPTER XIV. 

That _David made great preparations for the house of God; and 
that upon Adonijah's attempt to 'gain the kingdom, he ap-
pointed Solomon to reign. 

§ 1. AFTER the delivery of this prophecy, the king coin,  
manded the strangers to he numbered, and they were found to he 
one hundred and eighty thousand: of these ho appointed four-
score thousand to be hetvers of stone, and the rest of the multi-
tude to carry the stones, and of them he set over the workmen 
three thousand and five hundred. He also prepared a great 
quantity of .iron and brass for the work, with many (and those.  
exceeding large) ceda.- -tree.::  the Tvrians and Sidonians sending 
them to hiM, for lie Lad 'en tt, tip.•01 for a supply of thm IttfAV'' 
And he told his friends, 	things were n,. io-ritt0, 
that he might leave. maierial r.ady for the In ildinA,(4 tito 

, 
plc to his son, who was to 	altei hitt), :11.d ihttkok. p 

not have them to  ,.ce".„- 411-n, tylicti 	w.!s 
reason of his ag 	 - ,),.!••'r., 	t 

them lying by hi:. 
work. 

2. So David called his son Solomon, and charged him, wh,n 

in any of our other copies, though very agreeable to what is in them, particularly in 
1 Cliron.'xxi. 26, 29, and x3ii. 1. to which places 1 refer the reader. 
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he had received the kingdom, to build a temple to God; and 
said, " I was willing to build God a temple myself, but he pro-, 
" hibited me, because  I  was polluted with blood and wars; but 
" he hath foretold, that Solomon, my youngest son, should build 
" him  a temple, and should_be called by that name; over whqm 
" he hath promised to take the like care as a .father takes over 
" his son; and that he would make the country of the Hebrews 
" happy under him, and that not only in other respects, but by 
" giving it peace, and freedom from wars, andfrom internal sedi-
" dons, which are the greatest of all blessinegs. Since, therefore," 
says he, 46  thou vast ordained king by God himself before thou 
" wast born, endeavour to render thyself worthy of this•his pro-
" videnee, as in other-instances, so particularly in being religious, 
a and righteous, and courageous. Keep thou also his com- 

mantis, and his laws, which he hath given us by Moses, and 
" do not permit others to break them. Be zealous also to dedi-
" catc. .to God a temple, which he bath chosen to be built 
" under thy reign; nor be thou affrighted by the vastness of the. 
`.` work, nor set about it timorously, for I will mae all things 
" ready before I  die: and take notice, that there are already 
" ten thousand talents of gold, and a hundred thousand talents 
" of silvcr*;-  collected together. I have also laid together brass 
cc and iron without ntunber, and an tut- tense quantity of timber, 
" and of stones. Moreover, thou bast many ten thousand stone-

cutters, and carpenters; and if thou shalt want any thing far-
" ther, do thou add somewhat of thine own. Wherefore, if thou 

performest this work, thou wilt be acceptable to  God,  and have 
" him for thy patron." David also farther exhorted the rulers 
of the 	ople to assist his son in this building, and to attend to 
the di e service, when they should be free from all their mis-,  

-fixt ies, for that they by this means should enjoy instead of them 
Peace, nd a 1*.py settlement, with which blessings God re-
wards sue men  as are religious and righteous. He alst; gave 
Orders, that. when the temple should be once built, they should 
Put the ark threin, with the holy vessels; and he assured them, 
that they ought to have had a temple long ago, if their ftthers 
had not be+ negligent of God's commands, who bad given it in 

Of the tin .ntity of gold and sih'er expended in the building of Solomoa's temple, 
414  wt!ellee itArose, see the desetiption of the temple, chap. 
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barge, that when they had got the possession of this land they 
hould build him a temple: Thus did David discourse to the 
overnors, and to his son. 	 . 
S.  David was now in years, and his body, by length of time, 

vas become cold, and benumbed, insomuch that he could get 
o heat by covering himself with many clothes: and when the 
hysicians came together, they agreed to this advice, that a 
cautiful virgin, chosen Out of the whole country, should sleep 
y the king's side, and that this damsel would communicate 
eat to him, and be.  a remedy against his numbness. Now 
here was found in the city one woman, of a superior beauty to 
Al other women (her name was Abishag), who, sleeping 
ith the king, did no more than communicate warmth to 
im, for he was so old' that he could not know her as a hus-
and knows his wife. But of this woman we shall speak more 

'presently. • 	 . 

I
I 4. Now the fourth son of David's was a beautiful young man, 

,  nd tall, born to him of Haggith his wife. He was named 
.  donijah, and was in his•disposition like to Absalom; and e*- 
lted ,himself as hoping to be king, and told his friends that he' 

ought to take the government upon him. I-Ie also prepared 
., any chariots,. and horses, and fifty men to run before him. 

—When his father saw this, he did not reprove him, nor restrain _ 
,him from his purpose, nor did he go so far as to ask wherefore 

e (lid so. • Now Adonijah had for his assistants Joah, the cap-
ain of the army, and Abiathar the high-priest, end the only 
ersons.that opposed him were Zadok. the high,Triest, and the 

4 
rophet Nathan, and Benaiah, who was enp4i; of the guard, 

and Shimei, David's friend, with all :lle other .o. iost mig'Aty men. 
Tow Adonijah had prepared a  ,,upper out 01 1,c. city,  , qv the 
ountain that was inkthe king's.paradise, and liati invited al !list, 
rethren except Solomon, and had taken with,  him .1o,.), th,. 
aptaih of the army, and Abiathar, and the ruler:: of the tribe of 
udah, but had not invited to this feast either Za(4)k the MO-
riest, or Nathan the prophet, or Bcnaiah, Ow captain of the 
uards, or any of  those of the contrary party, This matter 
'as told by.Nathan the, prophet to Bathsheba. Seib non's mo-
her, that Adonijah was king, and that David knew .nothing of 

it; and he advised her to save herself, and her son Sot Irnonond 
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to go by herself to David, and say to him, that " he had indeed 
". sworn that Solomon should reign after him, but that in the 
" mean time, Adonijah had already taken the kingdom." .He 
said, that he, the prophet himself, would conic after her, and 
when she had spoken thus to the king, would confirm what she 
had said. Accordingly Bathsheba agreed with Nathan, find went 
in to the king, and worshipped him, and when she had desired 
leave to speak with him, she told him all things in the manner 
that Nathan had suggested to her; and related what a supper 
Adonijah had made, and who they were whom he had invited, 
Abiathar the high-priest, and Joab the general, and David's 
sons, excepting Solomon and his intimate - friends. ,She also 
said, that "all the people had their eyes upon him, to know 
" whom he would choose for their king." She desired him also 
to consider, how after his departure, Adonijah, if he were king, 
would slay her, and her son Solomon. 

5. Now, as Bathsheba was speaking, the keeper of the king's 
chambers told him, that Nathan desired to see him. And when 
the king had commanded that he should be admitted, .he came 
in, and asked himi whether he had ordained Adonijah to he 
king, and delivered the .government to him, or not; for that he 
had made a splendid' supper, and invited all his sons, except 
Solomon; as also that he had invited bah, the captain of his 
host [and Abiathar the high-priest], who arc feasting with ap-
plauses, and many joyful sounds of instruments, and wish .that 
his kingdom may laSt for ever; but he hath not invited me, nor 
Zadok the high-priest, nor Benaiah the captain of the guards; 
alai it is but fit that, all should kno.w whether this be done by 
thy ap bation or not; When Nathan had said thus, the king 
corn 	ded that they'SKOtild call Bathsheba to hitn, for she had 

.403,  out of .the `room when the prophet came. And when 
Baths4ba was- come, David said, '44 I swear by Almighty God, 
" that thy son 'Solomon shall certainly be king, as I formerly 
" swore, and that he shall sit upon my throne, and that this 
" very day alsiri" So Bathsheba worshipped him, and wished 
him a long life: and the king sent for Zadok the high-priest. 
and I3enaiA the captain of the guards;. and when they' were 
come, he .4d:sred them to take with them °\::,:haa ti,c prc,phet. 
and, all tiv:. armed men about the palace, and to 	1,i; son  so_ 

   
  



510 
	 ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 	Book 

roman upon the king's mule, and to carry him out of the city to-
the fountain called Gihon, and to anoint him there with the 
holy oil, and to make him king. This lie charged Zadok the ,  
high-priest, and Nathan . the prophet, . to do; and commanded 
them to follow Solomon through the midst of the city, and to 
sound the trumpets, and wish aloud, that " Solomon the king 
" may sit upon the 'royal throne for ever," that so$all the people 
may know that he is ordained king by his father. He also gave 
Solomon a charge concerning hisgovernment, to rule the'whole 
nation of the Hebrews, and particularly the tribe of Judah;re-
ligiously and righteously. And when Benaiah had prayed to 
God to he favourable to Solomon; without any delay, they set 
Solomon upon the mule, and brought him out of the city to the 

1  fountain, and anointed him with oil, and brought bin; into the,  
city again, with acclamations and wishes that his kingdom might 
continue a long time: and when they had Introduced him jut 
the king's house, they set him upon the throne. Whereupon 
the people betook themselves t6 Make merry, and to celebrat 
festival, dancing and delighting themselves with musical pi 
till both the earth and the air echoed with the multitude of ti 
instruments of musk.  

6. Now when Adonijah and his guests peiceived this noise, 
they were in disorder; and Joab the captain of the host said, 
" he was not pleased with these echoes, and the sound of these 
"trumpets." And when supper was set before them, nobody 
tasted of it, but they were all very thoughtful what would be the 
matter. Then Jonathan, the son of Abiathar the high- ri st 
came running to them; .and when *tionkiall'sitw•the your 
gladly, and said to him that he NI 44. . 	,Ti it;good escengeri ...,,  	) 
ei1  aref,1  to them the whole matter about SiThittioni tindt1 
urination of king David: hereup(Jo, l)oth S)44-1 
cuests ro=c hastily from the foist, :old cOty:oti.  , . 	. 

. homes. Adonijah also, as afraid ot 'the ki 	t 	'1,4 at ire. had 
One, heemoi! a supplicant to God, and took. 	'itif:The horns Of 

the altar, which were prominent. it was •aL feldSolomon that 
he bad so done; and that' he desired to tect.7;.'gt assurances from 

' him, that he. would rult remerobtir the Nur., he' had done, and 
not inflict any. severe punishment for it. Solomor answered 

1 4  very mildly and prudently, that ‘‘ he forgave him tOs his -of- 
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" fence;" but said withal, " that if he were found out in  any 
. 44  attempt for new innovations, that he would be the author of 
" his own punishment." So he sent to him, and raised him up 
from the place of his supplication. And when he was come to 
the king, and had worshipped him, the king bid him go away to 
his own house, and have no suspicion of any harm; and desired 
him to show himself a worthy man, .as, what would tend to his 
own advantage. 

7. But David being desirous of ordaining his son king of all 
the people, called together their rulers to Jerusalem, with the 
priests and the Levites: and having first numbered the Levites, 
he found them to be thirty-eight thousand, from thirty years old 
to fifty; out of which he appointed twenty-three thousand to 
take care of the building of the temple, and out of the same six 
thousand to be judges of the people, and scribes; four thousand. 
for porters to the house of tiod,  and as many for singers, to sing 
to the instruments which David had prepared, as we have said 
already. He divided them also into courses: and when he had 
separated the priests from them, he found of these priests twenty-
four courses, sixteen of the house of Eleazar, and eight of that 
of Ithamari and he ordained that one course should minister to 
God eight clays, from sabbath to sabbath. And thus were the 
courses distributed by lot, in the presence of David, aKid,Zadok 

•' and Abiathar the high-priests, and of all the rulers: and that 
course which came up first was written down as the first and 
accordingly the second, and so on to the twenty-fourth : and 
this partition hath remained to this day. He also made twenty-
four parts of the tribe. of Levi; and when they cast lots, .they 
Caine up in the same manner for their courses of eight days. 
He als( • lionounartipleVrtrity of Moses, and made them the 
l:e 	I's 4-tfle treasures of God, and of the donations which the 
:̂kgin ;3 dedicated. He also ordained, that all the tribe of Levi. 

as welPtsnl-.1:: 171Tests, should serve God night and day, as Moscs 
had enjoined them.  

8. After thi.f he parted the entire army into twelve parts, with 
their leaders [and captains of hundreds], and commanders. 
Noiv every art had twenty-four thousand, which were ordered t 
to wait on,. olomon, by thirty days at a time, from the first  day 

till the las,,.with the  captains of thousands, and captains of hun- 
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dreds. 'He also set rulers over every part, such as he knew to 
be good and righteous men.-- He set others also to take charge 
of the treasures, and of the villages, and of the fields, and of the 
beasts, whose names I do not think it necessary to, mention. 
When David had ordered all these offices after the manner before-
mentioned,'he called the rulers of the Hebrews, and their heads 
Of tribes, and the officers over the several .divisilts, and those 
that were appointed over every work, and every possession; and  • 
standing upon a high pulpit he said•  to the multitude as follows' 

My brethren, and my people, I would have you know, that 
cc intended to build a house for, God, and prepared a large quan.  

tity of gold, and a hundred thousand talents of silver,. but 
" God prohibited me by the prophet Nathan, because of the wars 
cc I had on your account, and because my right hand was pol- 

luted with the slaughter of our enemies; but he commanded 
cc that my son, who was to succeed me in the kingdom, should 

build a temple for him. Now therefore, since you know that 
cc of the twelve sons whom Jacob our forefather had, Judah was 
cc appointed to he king, and that I was preferred before my six 
" brethren, and received the government from God, and that 
" none of them were uneasy, at it, so do I also desire that my 

sons be not seditious one, against another, now Solomon has 
GC  received the kingdom, but to bear him cheerfully for their lord, 
GC as knowing that God bath *sell him: for it is not a grievous 

thing to obey even a foreigner as n ruler, if . it be GO:;:.1 
cc but it is fit to rejoice when a broth 	bath obtained that dig- 

nity, since the rest partake of it with him. And I pray that 
‘.‘ 

 
the promises of God may be fulfilled; and that 

" which he bath promised to bestow upon king oloulon, 
" over all the country, may 	then in for all ,itue to 
" come. And these promises, 0 sou, wilt 	firm,. oi.t eonw 
" to a happy end,. if thou showest thyself to be 
" and a righteoal• man, and an observer of Ow 
" country; but irnot, expect advel.:itv upon ti 
" them."- 	

c...:,  oict__ence t'' 

• 9. Now when the king had said this, he left ofi, but  PVC  the  
description and pattern of the building of the temple the sight 
of them all, to Solomon; of the foundations and of le chino-
bers, inferior and superior, how many illcv were to  IA, and be 
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large in height and in breadth.; as also he determined the weight 
of the golden and silver vessels; moreover, he earnestly•excited 
them with his words, to use the utmost alacrity about the work 
he exhorted the rulers also, and particularly the tribe of Levi, to 
assist him, both because of his youth, and because God had 
chosen him to take care of the building of the temple, and of 
the government of the kingdom. He also declared to them that 
the work would be easy, and not very laborious to them, because 
he had prepared for it many talents of gold, and more of silver, 
with timber, and a great many carpenters and stone-cutters, and 
a large quantity of emeralds, and all sorts of precious stones : and 
he said, that even now he would give of the proper goods of his 
own dominion two hundred talents, and three hundred other ta-
lents of pure gold, for the niost holy place, and for the chariot 
of God, the cherubim, which are to stand over and cover the 
ark. Now, when David had done speaking, there appeared 
great alacrity among the rulers, and the priests, and the Levites, 
who DOW contributed and made great and splendid promises for 
a future contribution; for they undertook to bring of gold five 
thousand talents, and ten thousand drams, and of silver, ten 
thousand talents, and many ten thousand talents of iron : and if 
any one had a precious stone he brought it, and bequeathed it 
to be put among the treasures ; of wlich Jachiel, one of the 
posterity of Moses, had the care. 

10. U, on this occasion al. *he people rejoiced, as in particu-
lar did David, when he saw .1-„ zeal and forward• ambition of the 
rulers, and the priests, and of all the rest; and he began to bless 
God with a loud voice, calling him " theTather and Parent of 
" the universe, and the Author of human and divine things, 
" with width he haeadorai4eolomon, the patron and guardian , •  
" of tl'2 iiebresv nation, and of its happiness, and of that king- 

which he hath given his son. Besides this, he prayed for 
" happinkys•-to atiNhe people; and to Solomon his son, a sound 
" and a righteous mind, and confirmed in all sorts of virtue ;" 
and then he cog-mantled the multitude to bless God. Upon 
which they all fell down upon the ground, and worshipped him. 
They also gave thanks to David, on account of all the blessings 
which they h al received ever since be had taken the kingdom. 
On the next Jay he presented sacrifices to God, a thousand huh 

VOL'/ 2 I. 
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locks, and as many lambs, which they offered for burnt-offerings. 
They also offered peace-offerings; and slew many ten thousand 
sacrifices; and the king feasted all day, together with all the 
people; and they anointed Solomon a second time with the oil, 
and appointed him to be king, and Zadok to be the high-priest 
of the whole multitude. And. when they had brought Solomon 
to the royal palace, and had set him upon his father's throne, 
they were obedient to him from that day. 

CHAPTER XV. 

What charge David gave to his son Solomon, at the appro 
his death; and how many things lie left him for the building 
of the temple. 

1. A LITTLE afterward David also fell into a distemper, by 
reason of his age; and perceiving that he was near to death, he 
called his son Solomon, and discoursed to him thus: " I am now, 
" 0 my son, going to my grave, and to my fathers, which is 
cc the common way which all men that now are, or shall he 
cc hereafter, must go ; from which way it is no longer possible 
cc to return, and to know any thing that is done in this world. 
cc On which account I exhort thee, while I am still alive, though 
cc already very near to death, in the same manner as I have for-
cc merly said in myadvice to thee, to be righteous towards thy sub-
cc jects, and religious towards God, that !lath given the:! thy 
cc dom to observe his corinF,AatF., 	his law, %Noll  he  loi th 
cc sent us by Moses; and .!either do Lou out of fayour nor flat-
cc tcry, allow any lust or t., !tci• ;--“,icA to weigh wilt thoo, Icy 

cc  disregard them ; for if 	 ?,,t his la 	;!loti  wile 
cc lose the favour of God, ri:?fl th,,o w•ilt turn. away his provi-
cc dencc frowothee in all things ; but if thou i)eha; e thyself 

it.behOYes thee, and I exhort thee, ?hot: wilt preserve out 
cc kingdom to our family, and no other rouse 	bear rule over 
" the Hebrews, but we ourselves, fo ' 	. Be thou also 
cc  mindful of the transgressions of 	too capigio of the 

• David is here greatliblamed by some for re f..° , :evairi; Joel  and Shimri to 1'8  
punished by Solomon, if he could find a proper occasloo;'sher be  h. d borne with II:0 
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ft  host, who bath slain two generals out of envy, and:Ocitse 
il righteous and good men, Abner the son of Ncr, and Amasa 
ft  the son of Jether, whose death do thou avenge as shall seem 
cc good to thee, since Joab bath been too hard for me, and more 
cc potent than myself, and so bath escaped punishment hitherto. 

I also commit to thee the son of Barzillai the Gilcadite, whom, cc 
44 in order to gratify me, thou shalt have in great honour, and 
c, take great care of; for we have not done good to him first, 
‘, but we only repay that debt which we owe to his father, for 
IC what he did to me in my flight. There is also Shimei, the son 
4, of Gera, of the tribe of Benjamin, who, after he had cast 
F' many reproaches upon me, when, in my flight, I was going 
" to Mahanaim, met me at Jordan, and received assurances 
" that he should then suffer nothing. Do thou now seek out 
4C for some just occasion, and punish him." 

2. When David had given these admonitions to his son about 
Public affairs, and about his friends, and about those whom he 
knew to deserve punishment, he died, having lived seventy years, 
.and reigned seven years and six months in Hebron; over tne 
.tribe of .Judah, and thirty-three years in Jerusalem, over all the 
country. This man was of an excellent character, and was en-
dowed with all virtues that were desirable in a king, and in one 
that had the preservation of so many tribes committed to him; 
for be was a man of valour in a very extraordinary degree, and 
'went readily and first of all into dangers, when he was to fight 
for his subjects, as exciting the soldiers to action by his own la. 

I' 

 first a long while, and seemed to have pardoned the other entirely, which Solomon exe-
, tuted accordingly : yet I cannot discern any fault either in David or Solomon in then 
.  eases. Joab's murder of Abner and Amasa were very barbarous, and could not properly 

he forgiesn  either by David Or C.  :.,.non ; for a dispensing potter in kings for the crimes 
of wilful-Am:der is warrac ,ti by no law of God, nay, is directly against it every where ; 

!  tor is it, for certain, in the power of men to grant such a prerogative to any of their 
'  'kings. Though Je•th was so nearly related to David, and so potent in the army under 

t warlike administration, that David durst not himself put him to death, 2 Sam. iii. 39. 
and xix. 7. Shimei's cursing the Lord's anointed, and this without ally just cause, was 
the highest act of treason against God, and his anointed king, and justly deserved death : 
and though David could forgive treason against himself, yet had he clone no more in the 
case of Shimei than promised him, that he would not then, on the day of his return 
and re-inatcyor ttion, or upon that occasion, himself put him to death, 1 Sans. xix..V2.; 
and he swore o him no farther, v. '2.3. as the words are in Josephs's, than that he 
would not dien pot hint to death, sOliell be performed: nor wise Solomon under any olr 
ligation to spLre such a traitor. 

Chap. XV. 	ANTIQUITIES OP THE JEWS. 
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hours, and fighting for them, and not by commanding them in 
a despotic way. He was also Ofvery great abilities in understand-.. 
ing, and apprehension of present and future circumstances, when 
he was to manage any affairs. He was prudent and mots-!'ate, 
and kind to such as were under any calamities he was righ-
teous and humane ; which arc good qualities peculiarly fit for 
kings : nor Was he guilty of any offence in the tt ercise of so. 
great an authority, but in the business of the wife of Uriah. He 
also left behind him greater wealth than any other king either of 
the Hebrews, or of other nations, ever did. 

3. He Was buried by. his son Solomon, in Jerusalem, with 
great magnificence, and with all the other funeral pomp which..., 
kings • use to be buried with ; moreover, he had great and im-
mense wea:11 •,uried with Min, tile vastness of which may be 
easily conject7r 	by what I shall now sat; for a thousand 
and three hundred years afterward Hyrcanus the high-priest, 
Wh,an he was besieged by Antiochus, that was called the Pious, 
tii,e son of Demetrius, and was desirous of giving him money to 
eet him to raise the siege, .and draw off his army; and having no 
other method of compassing the money, opened one room -  of 
David's sepulchre, and took out three thousand talents, and gave 
part of that sum to Antiochus, and by this means caused the siege 
to be raised, as we have informed the reader elsewhere. Nay, 
after him, and that many years, Herod the king opened another 
room, and took away a great deal of money, and yet neither of 
them came at the coffins of the kings themselves, for their bo-
dies were buried under the earth so artfully, ilia' ' 'sv did not 
appear to even those that enterers ;..to  their monuments. But 
so much :hall suff ice us to have ._i(c 	;ra..ming 	3c 

by 	HaTilttni, IVryblidge. 
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