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INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR

THR UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, et al

SVORN DEPOSITION (Trensictlion)

DEPONENT: AOKI, Takesh!

No. 761 Horiuvchi, Hayama
Kanagawa-Ken
Faving first duly sworn an oath as on attached sheet and
in accordance with the procedure followed in my country 1

hereby depose as follows:

T was the Liaison Officer between the gecond Combined
Air Corps and the Expeditionary Forces in China, I errived
in Shanghai 1in mid-September 1937. 1 was a staff officer of
the Third Fleet and concurrently a steff officer of the Shang-
hai Exreditionary kForces.

My duties were to supply information to the Naval forces
and to cend requests from the Army 1O the Navy. I was also
a Naval expert within the Army and in order to maintain liaison
I made periodic flights to and from the airfield and the Head-
quarters of the Th

On December 12, 1937 requests were received from the Army
to bomb Chinese ships in which Chilnese soldiers were fleelng
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from Nanking. It was reported that seven or eight large Chinese
merchants ships filled with Chinese trcops were fleelng up
the Yangtze River ahd they requested assistance from the Naval
Air Squadron in preventing this movement., I transmitted this
request to the Air Corps by telephone. The Air Corps consented
and sent several planes on the requested mission,

At that time, according to the Army reports, there were

no foreign ships in the vicinity of Nanking. It was later

‘ reported that the mission was carried out with excellent results,

On December 14, 19237, I heard for the first time the
bombing of the S8 “PANAY". The first report stated that a
foreign ship might have been bombed and I became aware of the
facts when I reached Shanghai to investigate the facts 1n
connection with this report. At Shanghal I discovered that
the WPANAY" had been bombed in error, having been mistaken
for one of the Chinese 2ssels ~ttempting to flee from Nanking.
The subceqrent report of the pilot stated that the bombing

‘ of the "PANAY" was clearly an error on his part and that Le
had no irtention of bombing a foreigr vessel. It was his belief
that the "PANAY" was one of the Chinese vessels fleelng from
Nenking.

Insofer as the reported machine gunning of the crew 18
concerned, the report of the pilot denied that such machiline
guonning had teken prlace. IT was not the rractice of the pilots
in such bombing missions to machine gun their targets.
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had been issved by the Commander

-nd the Commander of the pir Corps that care

be taken not to bomb forelgn ships and thig incident was
with extreme regret, For that
as being guilty of carelessne
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punishead.

Deponent: /S/ Aockl,

T, TATSUO INAKAWA, hereby certify the

“»

the Deponent, who affixed his
the presence of this witness.
same dete a2t ToXyO

witness: /S/ Tatsvo, Inagava (

T swear 1O tell the whole

/S/ Aoki, Takeshi (seal)







