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INTERN..TIC.LL MILIT.RY TRIBUN.L FOR THE FuR E.LST

THE UNITED ST.TL8S OF LMERIC.., €t, al

LRIKI, Sedeo, et al

Sworn Deposition

Deponent :-TATSUMI, Yeiichi

Hving first gu)y sworn an octh 2s on ett-ched sheet and in

accordance with the procedure followed in my country I hereby depose

as follows,

I, T.TSUMI, Yeiichi, of lawful age, being first duly sworn in
accordence with the custom in my country), depose as follows:

I heve been askedcoff I know anything sbout Gen., DOHIH.ARAL'S
ettitude towcrds prisoners of wer during the time he was Commanding
General of the Eastern /rea .rmy of Japan, which position he held
from May, 1943, unt.{l Merch, 1944 I have 2lso been asked if I
know anything concerning the control of prisoners of war in the
Tokyo areac during that period of timees I served as Chief of Staff
to Gens DOHIHMR/L for the entire period of time that he was in command
of the Eastern .rea .rmy and consequently am familiar with his policies
and with the system for the control of prisoners of war in the Tokyo er ..
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The main funetion of the Eastern .rea Rrmy wes the defense of
Tokyo and adjacent territory, which was by far the most important
place of defense of Jopan proper, rs Commanding General of the
Eastern .ree Lrmy Gen- IDFIV.RL hed under his direct command severel
divisions, air defense units, hospitals and other specical units.

Tn short, there were literally hundreds of separate units under his
command e
With reference to the handling of prisoner of war detachments

throughout the mein islands of Japan and occupied territories, there

Wy

was & specizcl arrangement. There had been estcblished for the purpose
of dealingz with the affairs of prisoners o 7or two separate bureaus,
one knotm as the prisoner of Wor Information Bureau, and the other as
the Prisoner of War Control Burecu. The Chief of both of these units
was the same person, and both orgonizations were set up dir ctly under
the Minister of Wer, .11 complaints received from forci:n

other outside sources, were routed to the Chief of the Priso.er of w L
Information Bureau just mentioned. In addition to these two bureaus,
there was set up in the City of Tokyo an arec office for the centralized
control of prisoner of war dectachments within the territorial jurisdictio
of the Eastern Arca .rmy. Thiec :win office was in the officiel chain
of command under the Commcnd: - Toaeral of the Eastern Arec Jrmy. Jlts
branches and detachments nu.bcred about twenty with & total of some

1,000 prisoners, The Frisoucr of Ver Control Bureau and theTPrisoner

of War Information Burecu just referred to were 1n no manner OI wise
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connected with the command of the Fastern /ree /rmy, and the Commanding
General of the Eastern Lresa ormy had no control whatsoever over these
two organization:. However, in accordence with the orders of the
Minister of War, or upon his own initiative, the Chief of these two
burecus directed the Chiefs of the prisoner of wer camps throughout
Japan in regard to the control of the prisoners of war, and he or his
subordinaste officers ofién p2id visits to the various branches and
detachments scattered throughout th: varicus parts of Japan for the
purpose of observetion and inspection or for the purpose of giving
directions to them., 24s expleined, the Commonder of the Eastcrn Lrea
/rmy, according to the official chein of command, was responsible for

the control and administration of prisoners of wer within his territorial

jurisdiction, However, in actual practice the activities of the prisoner

of War Control Bureau and rrisoner of War Information Bureau operected

to relieve the administrative responsibility for prisoners of war from

nhim, which permitted him to devote much more time to the manifold duties

which he had to perform,

I know personally that during the time Gen. DOHIH.R. was Commender
of the Eastern ..rea srmy he never received o single complaint, eitter
from his superior oificers or from his subordinate of ficers, with
reference to the mistreatment of prisoners of war, I do not mean he
did not receive any reports on prisoners of war, beceuse he did receive

a monthly report on general conditions, but they did not refer to the

mistreatment of prisoners of war,
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In accordance with ny conscience I swear to tell the whole truth

withholding nothing and adding nothing.

/S/ Yéiichi Tatsumi (seal)




