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TEE UNITED STATES OF LMERICa, et al

oV Se

aRaKI, Sadao, et al

S:ORN DEFPCSITICN

Deponent: HIRNUWWA, Setsuko

I, HIRAWNUV.a, Setsuko, of lawful age, being first duly sworn in
accordance with the customs of my country, depose and state as follovss
My name 1s HIR.INUWa, Setsukos 1 was born in Kamakura, Japan,

1n 1913, and now live at 1053 Yoyogi Oyamacho Skibuyaku, Tokyoe I

nave been asked if I know anything of the attack made on the home of
the accuscd hIRWNW.a on 15 august, 1945 I do know because I was there
and because that was my home, Baron HIRANUMA is my mother's uncle, but
ve always called him "Qjiisan", Granddad, in our house, Fe was old and
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had no one te take care ¢f him, therefore, my parents, my two children
and I live with hime .t that time my husband Bad been conscripted and
was in the Navy, My mother was over sixty years of age, in delicaste
nealth, and I was managing the house,

During the night of ..ugust 14-15, 1945, there had been an air

raid alarm and we viere in a dug out air raid shelter which was in our

yarde .t about 3 a.,ms on the morning of the 15th of uaugust, the air
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*raid alarm nvas lifted and we came out end went to bed in the house.
4t about 5330 a.me there was another alarm, I awakened, dressed and
was ready te go into the shelter again whern [ learped that this time
the raiders were carrier borne planes and not bomberss I attempted to
get my two children to zgo back to sleep, but they wanted to stay up
with mee Had I not permitted them to do so, . probably should never
have seen them alive again, for suddenly I heard a terrific noise and
loud shouting outside our housee I looked ilhrough my window and saw

a gang of men coming through the front gate, maiing for the houce propers
I had been warned by the pelice guards staticned in my house that
sorethin, very unpleasant was likely to happen and I guessed accurately

what this ¢isturbance might mean. Just the day before one of the uards,

TaNuKa, Eiroshi, told me ne did not like the way .rmy planes; that 1is,
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Japanese 4rmy planes, had been flying low over our house and that we had
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better be prepared in the event they should drop bombs on Uuse
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I knew the mob entering our front gate had come up after Granddaed
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HIFalNUM. because they had the police guards, about fifteen in all, lined
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up in a single row, with their hands over their heads, and I heard the

leader of the gang, whom I could sece and whom I later learned was an Army
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captain by the name of S.SuKI, shouting at the top of 2is voices He
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was saying, "Don't you know what sort of a bastard IIR..lNUMa: 187 You
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don't know, eh% he is a notorious lezder of the rro-anglo-american groupsd
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He is a traitor% Don't you realize our country is going to collapse and
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be destroyed! Guarding an arch traitor{ You should be& ashamed of

yourselvesi"




oty RIS a8 . rwﬁwﬁr* o
PR R e Vsl o L . S0t 77 f

Defs Doce 4 2587

The first thing which occurr=d to me was that T must get Granddad

away from the house., I left my children, who were clinging to me,

a girl of 8 and a boy of 6, vith an 0ld amah (clderly housemaid), and

rushed towards his room. By this time a number of soldiers in wniform

nad come into the house and were throwing gasoline all over the house and

setting fire to all the rocms one after another, Paper doors, scree- 3

and mats caught fire., I was not afraid, because I did not Lave tiwve to

become frightened, and besides I was dreseged in a kind of wilorm we all

used to wear in tho:e days when there was an air raids, I was mizh too

worried over Gronddad to be afraid, I got about half way to his room

but was choked by smoke, and found it impossible to advance forward. .t
this time 1 heard one of the gangsters shouting, "ie can't find FIRLNUMAL®,
and another one shouted in reply, "He will be burned to death in a

minute.® When I heard this I fe't that soneone had managed to take
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Granddad away from his room Just in the nick of time, and I returned

immediately to the servants quarters ang sought for my children and /imah,

but they were nowhere to be geen. I wac extremely worried and asked
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one of the soldiers in the house what he had done to them and where they
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were, but he stated he did not knowe 1I passed the leader of the gang and
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nis soldiers when I was going out through the side gafé.w Ha was just

inside the front gate with hie men. They were all holding big drawn

words end pistols, and covering the polire guards vith at least one
machine gunes The Captain, whom I later learned, as- I -~tated, was named

SaSaKl, glared at me but I asked one of the soldiers whether he had seen

my children anyway, He replied in a very brusque manner that they had
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gone out,
= then went around th:
ce aind library of a cultural
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organlzatlon xnown as Mukyukai, and Granddad was its Fresidente I

-

ad guarced the front gate and
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L€ gang who ralded ouwr home tnat
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students a: e of them threatened .mah
my children uit’ ravin swor 1 an attem; rce them to tell
nls drawn
i€Lle
oovever ,
learned Granddad was in
:stroyed, except
mob lef't in a truck and
thelir pumps, but th vere 100

.101g To my estirat: id that of the guris, there vwere roughly
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sanlted, but,K his house escared
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On this 14

thie aLove

DEPONENT: LIRANUMA, Setsudc

1, USaul, kokuro, hereby certify that the avove cstaterent

)

was sworn by the Deponecnt, who affixed 1ls signature &énd sScal
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thereto 1n the nrescace Of LNLS WiILNesSs.
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In eccordance with ny consciend sweur to tell the

whole Truth withholding nothing &and zading

‘o

nothing.

iy aNUna, Setsuko ( seal)

R e B8 A S e




