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HJEADY ‘¢ UA.LLI.;. ZItd
UeSe SiHarZGIC LOMBING SULVZY
(PACIFIC)
C/0 POSTUASIZR, SAN FRANCISZO

INTZER: 0G4 10N NO. ' (USSBS 225) | Plece:  Tokyvo
- | AV N0, 53 - Detes 1 Novcmber 1945

Division »f Orizins: Navel anslvsis Division.
Subject: Zscort cnd Brovection of Shipping

Personnzl interrogated =2nc background of e:cht
Commender AU«Abii s, dao, LJi, (resserve), wes commafider of
en eseort vessel engeged in convoy vorie botween 10JI znd
SINGAPORE,: Civili:n exnerience of trenspacific M.Y¥.8. Liners.
While 1a idditary affcips Office, assdisted in recrultling ead
treining crews for devel surply shipzs cnd clvlilien s2ipS.

Wihere in'erviewed: lieiji Building., koon 748
Interrogator:, Ceprtcin Stecdmen Teller,; Jok

Interpreters Lt. (Je) . P« 3prown, Uchi
Allied Officers Present: Dr, J,V. Wehcusen

SUMiiARY

Throe ex-NYK liners converted ©o the cuxiliary glrcr
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corriers CHUYO, UNY¥O0 =nd fal¥0 were empleved in' btrens ?0“u"“3
circreft from the TUPIRE to [nUX snd HmBPalUl in 1942 =nd 1943,
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TRANSCRIPT

T211 me about your experience on the CHUYO between the EMPIRE
and TRUK, whilc transporting airpianes? |

I made three trips in CHUYO bveiween the EMPIRE and SOUTHE SEA.

On the second trip, the ship cerried abotit 54 planes of various
types, including some Army heavy planes. Abouyt 30, including
the Army planes were unioaded at TRUK and the ship then proceed-
ed to a position atcut-200 miles north of RABAUL in early De-
cember 1942, At this peint about 24 Navy fighters were laun-
ched for delivery to RABAUL,

What was the normal rnumber of planes taken each trip?
50 toc 60 planes,

What was the largest plane you carried?
The largest planes carried were light-bombers, between six amd
seven tnns of weight, twin-engines.,

What ships were used for this purpose of aircraft transport?

. The CHZ0 and UNYO, All were ex-NYK passenger boats and were

22 to 24 knot ships.

Were you attacked by submarines during any of your trips from
the EMPIRE to the INNER SOUTH SEAS Area?

I left TATEYAMA for SAIPAN on 30 Moy 1944 at €500 with a con-
voy of seven vessels and four escorts, Three of the ships were
transporting 10,000 troops to SAIPAN, This was the last con-

voy to go to SAIPAN, The vessels were the following of which
the first three carried troopsd

NAME APPROX. SIZE DATE SUNK

TAKAOKA MARU 65000 -G.T, 4 June

\VRE MARU 5,000 6 June
KATSUYA MARU . 6,000 4 June
KASHIMAZAN MARU 4 ,C00 6 June
TAMAEIME MARU 4,000 5 June
KATORI MARU 4,000 |
SHOEI M:RU , 3,000
The course was roughly as follows:

Ty / * TATEYAMA
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~ ¢rhnscrlnt of Intprrog,bion (Commendcr KUikdkfia, Tadco, IJN)
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Q. During y>ur datv in ‘the UKURU, whet weas her employment?

- A. The UXKURU e 1,000 uon cscorb ves~2l in the 101lst Flotille

' of the q1°r'st *scor“ leot. The 101st Flotilla wes composed of
the flegship {addll, 11Jhr cruiser 4,500 tons, three escort
veissels o? 1 000 ,on snd tarce’ uscorts of 4,700 ton, %hile in
URURU, vre &e CWO round trios beuwes H.LOJI cnd SINGAPOEE,
StOpplQ@ “t FnAAD

The conyoy WS attocked by svbﬂ"“ines on the 1lst through the
6th of June, cll a:ﬁzu\s occuring &t ebout 1500-1600. The
submerinces hrd been £olloving nvuhur convoy bound for annﬁ
Wacn the tvwo convovs crossbd the submarines turncd crounc €ad
followad ny CONVOYy. uring uﬁk first thrse dcys none of the

. ~trreks were sucecssful. On thc 4th of June, the convay e
cttacked simulicneously from uqm = front quirtcers cnd the
port oft quarter. =RaidUIia MARU wes sunk., On the SGh of

% June, we Werc sttoeked zgaﬂﬁ From two sides ond lakadik Lelid
end ToadIn® LAKJT wers sunk. On the 6th Jhﬂ'z WE Were outiciKe
soncc more 2n two sides, simult:ineously. Raodliindal lﬁhLU G rTY-
ing evistion =zeso2line, wWus 21% fuvlnv DJLS atteek and cnpl 0GEC o
ibaut on hour loter cnother citeck sank . ILZ Liskls OFfF the
troops of the three troop Tr. nsports notﬂm chove 80p wer: sunk.
During ccech cotfock the cscorts dept chorzed vac submirines,
using soncr 5o loc: te €hegm. Poss ible dzmege mey acve bec in-
fllGLuﬂ on suhmerinzs on 1,2,4,5, June siacc, on cren g Hhose
deys o2il epjerred oa tax surfocc. Howrever, no sinkings mere
C l-f‘.im;": d @ |

d. Decseribe the zttack, whica you re ccived “uring thosc tro trips.

A, On the first Trip rg wed cieht empty tonkcers hound Tor HIEGH*
PORS cnd, scven or cight eseorts ships. , -4¢ only attick, & ither
by ubarmln s or cireraft, vos dclicvercd on tac 2nd of Mfovrember
1944 ¢t 1432g iust Bost of Hdaibal by ond B=24 circrafh, bombing
from shout 3,000 mecters. o2 comoge TES 4onS TO TAL COnNvoys

d. Did you mcke sny sT cecxs on submorines?
L. This eonvoy cieountcorced no submi rinss -nd Tollowecd closc ©o
tho.cocst, gencrclly withian 2,000 or 3,000 meters.

Qe vqa* wes your 7Pt ricnec on Touy sceodnd trip?

1 L 5 JOJI 1:%te Docomher 1944 —ith four army Troop gHips. Thc
b'{.fs*{ﬂt SLEBEESH, Y Uad, (10 Q00 tons €< Ch) thna r..o_..;..‘.).- (7,000
tons) , -nd on: cmpty tonkor (10 000 tons). #We proccded Lo

i o

tnAAO*"l aout inciﬂ¢1*s .nd t1c & turned over tie TOUT vroog
ships to cngother GSCOX f0¢ fu:th*r convoy to the PHILIFFINZO,
A nov cﬁn"ov WS 1:6: uo enproxvimatoly &5 £allovss ﬁﬂf SR" WO
10,000 ton tonkers, four 6,000 ton ships, cnd ©“arec 2,900 ©Ton
( “'nkursp dght cseaTs V. Sss ls including the fsaodll, Lccondulncd
thc convoy. In the corlyy marning of 3 Junu:rv2 JllC procecding
South ¢t gﬁ3¢oy1n tely tac c:st cntr. nec of Hallal 6¢nnl¢oa The
convoy s nki Eekeg by onc B+24 circreft vhich cprrocchoed from
cstern in @ glido =it mosor cut cnd dronpcd boabs. Onc bo 1D
it wes mndl on Fhd CETGO Cf rricr TZIA0KU LsRU, @pCO ton, whlch
wes the lost ship in the west column, Jhb.bQMb C.t mEg. 3 snc of
the ofter h tehos, + we sent this ship ¢nc one ;scﬁr; to YULLE
neir rnd, whilc caroutc to YULLE, spntacy air avtaex TES
m:de, This © ond demeged the escoit veseol Lauaﬁinh (2, OOO tons)
with ¢ nc.r miss, so that it just barcly got Vo g FULIN, 1o
~eonvoy procciicd. o SﬁIGOH wher. tThc T& kors were turncd over G0
~ . cnotaer sscort gro:m to toke them to 5I1:HG.PO0RE, Whilc et S+ LG0Ny,
~ for threcc d:ys, < singlc B=24 cemo over froquoatly aluﬂou@h Jejule
bombs werc drOpned no demexc was done ho ¢ group oFf chout 20
¢srgo vessels cad ,scorts ”nich vies znchored ot SAIGON ot ths
tinme,

205-3~




TRANSCRIPT OF INTERROGATION OF (Commander KUWAHARA, Tadao, IJN),
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This covered the period from 6 to 9 January; however, some of
the bombs hit and started fires in the Army barracks at $AN JUAN.

We left SAIGON on 9 January at noon, with a convoy of twe oil}
tankers, one 10,000 and one 7,000 ton, and six freighters, the
largest of which was 7,000 ton, It also included two tankers of
600 tons. The convoy speed was 8 knots, The escorts were the
same as before (six, including the KASHII). Before sunset of the
10th, the convoy was sighted by one B-24 which remained over it
about half an hour. The convoy proceeded up the coast, spending
one night each at VAN FONG BAY and QUINON BAY, The cqni,gp'jy fore-
matioh was as follows: |

"." Course:
$ s North
$ -
$ :
Y = :
s 60 SKASHITI (flagship) () #27
éﬂ?ﬁA 1500 M, between flagship ami other ships
bt : (;b () DAITO
’ e |
DIRECTION : E)b () UKURU
OF HEAVIEST : ()b
ATTACK i : ()b (Xs#51
: .
: NOTES: 8 & sunk

b = beached

On the 12th the convog left QUINON BAY at 7 O'clock., Three
F6Fs were sighted at 0855 and the one covering Zero fighter was
shot down. At 0955 two more fighters appeared and at 1104 about
16 TBFs and SB2Cs appeared, In the attack which lasted 30 minutes,
the heavily loaded 6,900 ton freighter, EIMAN MARU was set afire
by a bomb hit and sank, I believe one or two of the attacking
planes were shot down by AL fire of the KASHII and other escort
vessels, The UKURU was bracketed by four or five near misses,
thirty or forty meters away, which shook up the ship and caused
her to stop about 2 minutes; but no damage was sustained, Abqut
1229 a single plane dove on the UKURU, but only obtained a near:

: miss and did no damage. During the attack the convoy had becgome
scattered due to evasive action and was now reformed, About 20

,‘ dive-bombers dppeared and circled in the vicinity until 13597

3 when 50 more of the same type arrived from the north, At 3408
the dive bombing and torpedo attack by all planes began, ¢%The
KASHII was sunk almost immediately in an explosion, This was
a well executed attack, bombers diving in succession and at the
same time a torpedo atiack was launched at the KASHIT from:her
starboard side, One torpedo and two bombs hit the KASHIIj -one
of the bombs exploded the after magazine, The ship sank stern
first, the bow remained about 10 .feet above the water wh 0
was shallow, Vice Admiral T, SHIBUYA, Convoy:Cemmandeys and his
entire staff were killed, At 1416 Egdort Number 5} en fhe’ stsrw
board quarter of the convoy recaived . hif oy a yery ear-miss =
by bemb, which I believed igpited the. Aepily shavges beceuse of
the: Wh.i%e ‘Smoke, She sank Very S00h. 4RO HENRLK
praticularly unigterrupted unti] gdark, “Buping wh
following ships were gupks - .« p& - 7hd amdn fo s
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SHIP TONNAGE DESCRIPTION
YOSHU 5.711 Freighter
KYOKUUN 10,000 Tanker

EIMAN MARU 6,900 Freighter
KASHIT 41500 CL

#51 | 760 Escort vessel
#23 700 Escort wvessel

The following ships were damaged severely and beached:

OTSUYAMA - 6,800 Freighter
SLN LUISE 7 4628 - Tanker
SHOEI 2,768 Freighter
TATSUHATO 6,600 Freighter
T.TEBE | 4,519 Freigater
#63 BANSHU 533 Tanker
USEI 00 Tanker

The large escort vessels UKURU and DAITO and the small escort
vessel #27 all were severely damaged, but were able to reach
SANGA, HLINAN at 1540 on the 13th, The UKURU escaped two
torpedo attacks by maneuvering.,

The UKURU attempted to rescue the crew of the sunken KASHII
about 1430, but an attack developed at this time and prevented
us from rescuing more than 19, Subsequently we escaped sever-
a1l attacks by maneuvering into nearby rain squalls. The total
casualties o the UKURU were 12 killed and 29 ipjuries. The
three remaining escorts arrived at YULIN on 14 lanuary where
they joined TSUSHIMA, which had made that port after being
damaged in the earlier attack on 3 January. At YULIN between
1100 and 1240, we were attacked by carrier planes, it was be-
lieved fighters, during which the DAITO was damaged to some
extent by strafing and the HARIMA, a 10,000 ton tanker, was sunk
by dive bombing., This tanker was empty and en route to the
south with eight airplanes on deck, Two other freighters were
damaged slightly, Two American fighters weee shot down during
strafing attacks by AL firing from escort, The escorts wecre
closely grouped for protection along the shore near the moun-
tains and we were able to shoot down the fighters because they
had to pull up in recovering from the strafing attack, On the
16th, about 30 or 40 dive-bombers and fighters made another
attack, but it appeared to be directed at shore objectss; con=
sequenély, no serious damage was done to the escorts or to the
freighters, On the 17th three fighters agaih attacked, but did

no serious damage. This was the last attack, which was fartunate,
because we were slmost out of machine gun ammunition at that time,

having only 5000 rounds remaining in the UKURU,

Oon the 21st of January the TEIHOKU MARU, 6,000 ton freighter
and the AKESHIMA, 2,000 ton fraighter (the only ones out of Four
in port which could get under way) escorted by four escort
vessels left YULIN. This convoy proceeded around the western
side of HAINAN STRAITS and hugged the coast going north, At
Latitude 21°N and Longitude 111°E, at 0930 on the 23rd, the
group was attacked by a single B-24 with no damage. A message
was intercepted from this B-24 reporting the exact position and
composition of the convoy in plain language, On 26 January,

at 0130 in the morning in position 250N and 119°E, a night attack
was made by one four engine plane on the leading escort TSUSHIMA,
A bomb dropped close but no damage was sustalned,
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£ Trenseript of Interrogation (Commonder XUVWAHARA, Taclo, IJN)

On 31st Jenuery, in position 340K, 1239%, our sound goir detcete-
-d ¢ submerinc trailing us ~nd £ messcge supposcdly i
submsrinc wos clso hecrdj however, a9 sttack devclopede.

At the time my coavoy lefw S4IGON, on § Jonuery, Taore VOIS
meny frcighters -nd some cseorts still omcining. 1 uwndcrstand

the t on Sho 10th scven ships, of which two or tarec miy heve been
0il tonkers, =nd flve Cseoris loft 5a4lGO, north bound, snd were’

v o+toeked shortly efter, just north of CAFZ ST J=Cl0=5. A1l thesc

i vesscls were sunk. I 2ls0 Xnow “het thrcs -scort vessecls of the

£ First Fflotille, nomely CHIRTURI cnd No. 17 cnd MNo. 19 wvhich had

o eftr 3 o Ml L SEs L TN - 4o = = ARsEy £ Slae A pe:

g remcine? in SalGOM, ond tarce OF four frcighters which wer. 10zC= \\
- ing there wcre &ll sunx by cir ctteck. In cddition taerc W&s &

. southbound convoy of periaips five or six cmpty UCnRers oné TWO

¥ - =sco~ts which I believe Wwerc 211 sunk shortly cfuer lceving

b % SLIG0N. Consequently, ~at of o totel of 30 or 40 frcighters and

f tenkers cnd 20 c¢scorts, Tne saly ships I know of v"aich cseapced
wore the three €scorts ~»f my group waicn roeched YULIE on Tis

l4th.

1 1

Q. Whet were youXx dutics in the O0fficc of i:litcry ffolvrs delvec

rebrucry 1945 =nd August 1S45%

-—

As I ossisted in - aoruiting -t training morehent crews 0T ro85CS1S

i under Kevy dontrol cnd For civilicn ships. It wes difficult ©2
; obtzin crews townrds Thl -nd of “thc wery but duc TO the oot task
m:ny ships werc undcr repelir, We el clweys able TO PY yide &
ar-w for ships whilch were To scil, Howewcr, the cge of the crews
wes very low, most of tacm “rore in thoir tecns. Thorc WS 4
grcot tondency for erews ©o jump ship &% vorious ports. about
forty pcrecnt of our nerehant crewws Were lost during tac el
&
L]
b
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