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PREFACE

In translating “A Ten Days’ Massacre in
Yangchow” Mr. Mao has performed a great ser-
vice for the many readers who are interested in
Chinese history and culture but who cannot read
Chinese. Language difficulties have long been a
barrier between East and West, but within recent
years a stéadily increasing number of translations,
both Chinese into English and English into Chi-
nese, has contributed towards a mutual under-
standing. Mr. Mao’s work merits an important
place among these translations. “A Ten Days’
Massacre in Yangchow” is worth many pages of
historians’ dusty generalizations about the fall
of the Ming Dynasty and the coming of the Man-
chus. It shows what really happened, measured
in terms of human life and human values. And
it goes far toward explaining the violence with
which the rule of the Manchus was overthrown
when the Revolution dawned.

In addition, it is an extraordinary document
from a literary point of view. It is vivid—ter-
rible in its vividness. The scenes succeed one
another with the rapidity, clarity, and precision
of the modern cinema. A reader is caught up
into the story, his sympathies are touched, he sees

-and feels with an astonishing intensity. And the
intensity is progressive as in good drama. The
narrative begins with a desgription of conditions
within the beleaguered city. - A note of false hope
is injected momentarily by the rumor of a victori-
ous skirmish; then the dominant note of the story
is sounded, fear—and the drama is under way.
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iv PREFACE

The horror mounts untii in piaces the narrative
takes on an almost. nightmarish quality. Onece
read, it is not soon forgotten.

No reader, I think, can fail to sense the
genuineness of the document. The very simpli-
city and literalness of the story are the best proof
of its authenticity. And Mr. Mao has successful-
ly carried over this simplicity and literalness into
the English translation. “A Ten Days’ Massacre
in Yangchow” is a worthy addition to the grow-
ing list of translations from the Chinese.

A. L. BADER
March 30, 1940,
University of Michigan, U.S.A.
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A TEN DAYS’ MASSACRE
IN YANGCHOW
By WANG HsIu-cH'U!
Rendered into English by LUCIEN Mao

On the 14th of the fourth moon, in the sum-
mer of the year of I-Yu (1645),2 Governor-Gen-
eral Shih K'é-fa retreated from the town of Pai
Yang Ho® and, staggering hurriedly to the city
of Yangchow, slammed and barred all its gates
to defend it against the enemy. Up to the 24th,
when the city was still untaken; there were sol-
diers stationed within each of the principal gates,
I lived in the east-of the New City,* where a gen-
eral named Yang kept guard, and the officers and
soldiers stood round like chessmen.

In my house and in each of the neighbouring
houses there were billeted two soldiers who rifled
everything and abused everybody. We could hard-
1y afford to keep them any longeér, as it cost us
respectively more than a-thousand cash each day.
As nothing could mitigate it, we were obliged_to

- R
1The author of this memoir, an inhabitant of-*lYang-
chow, Kiangsu, was one of the few survivors who escaped
the massacre by the savage Manchu soldiers at the end
of the Ming Dynasty.—T7.
2The year in which the last Emperor of the Ming
Dynasty, Hung Kuang, first mounted the throne.—Tr,
A Lown-situated halfway between Suchien and Shih-
in.Northdrn Kiangsu, noted for its manufacture of
ne.—T17. ) R o :
is divided into two parts: the Old City
ity, the latter being of later comstruction,
*dow quite old.—Tr, '
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A TEN DAYS’ MASSACRE IN YANGCHOW 5
e

consuit with each other, and we decided to aw-
range a celebration for the captain and invited
him to a wine party. For my part, I deliberately
played up to him. As the party warmed up-and
everyone became genial, the captain felt delighted
and as a result told the soldiers in his command
to leave further off. Being fond of music and
able to play the Chinese guitar (P’¢ P’a), he
thought of engaging a well-known sing-song girl
in order to enjoy himself during the leisure mo-
ments of his military life, On that night, he in-
vited me to join, in hopes of a merry evening.
Suddenly there came from the Governor-General
a short note, and on reading it, the captain’s face
changed colour. He immediately climbed onto .
the city wall, while all the guests dispersed.

The next morning, the captain received a
bamboo-slip from the Governor-General on which
were, inscribed the words: “Each should shoulder
the responsibility himself, and not. trouble the
citizens.” Those who heard this were moved to
tears. It was also rumoured that a party of the
Inspecting Governor’s guards had won a small_
battle and everybedy put his hands to his fore-
head in. thanksgiving for this good fortune. Ear-
ly in the afternoon, my wife’s kinsfolk came from
Kuachow taking refuge from the scattered sol-
diers belonging to the Earl of Hsing P’ing.5 She
had not seen them for a long time, and when they
met, they all sighed deeply. ¢

At that time, a few persons had already
brought me the news that a large army of enemy

: 5General Kao Chieh whom Governor-General Shih had
suppressed for his misdeeds in Yangchow., His soldiers,
therefore, had fled. from the city to Kuachow.—Original
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A TEN DAYS’ MASSACRE IN YANGCHOW ‘ 1

soldiers was going to enter the cityf I ran out
in a hurry, -asking other people about the matter.
Someone said: “The reinforcements from Gen-
eral Huang Té-kung, the Marquis of Ch’ing Nan,
have arrived.” Then I saw that the guards on.
the wall were still quiet and orderly, while in the
street gossip went on excitedly. A crowd of bare-
footed and dishevelled refugees flocked to the city.

When asked what was amiss, they were so anxious
and overwrought that they did not know how to
reply. Suddenly scores of horsemen came down
south, rushing in confused waves from the north.
Among them appeared a man who turned out to
be the Governor-General himself. He had at first
intended to rush to the East Gate, but could not
gel out, because the enémy soldiers outside the
city were drawing quite near. He was therefore
obliged to go by this way in order to reach the
South Gate. At this, we had no doubt that the
enemy troops were to enter the city.

Just then a horseman with slackened reins
‘rode slowly from the south to the north, crying
bitterly with face upturned. Two soldiers walked
hefore his horse, unwilling to leave him under
such circumstances. This picture is still vivid in
my. mind, but I regret that I do not know his
name. When the rider was still some way off,
the city guards jumped hurriedly down to escape,
discarding their helmets and their spears, many
of them breaking their legs or even their necks.
On looking back to the turret on the city wall, 1.
saw that everyone had fled.

¥ At first our Governor-General, seeing that
the city wall was too narrow for the cannon to be
set up and used to their full advantage, had or-
dered that a platform be fixed on the battlements,
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A TEN DAYS’ MASSACRE IN YANGCHOW g

with one end resting on the footway on the wali
and the other against houses opposite, so that more
space would be available for setting up the can-
non, but before this was accomplished, enemy
soldiers, weapons in hand, had already climbed
up and started to kill at random with their bare
swords. The guards and the people jostled each
other in their attempt to escape so that the pas-
sage became blocked. They therefore all ran to
the platform already set up and clambered and
crawled on hands and knees in an endeavour to
reach the houses of the citizens. The platform
was not stable and it immediately collapsed as
soon as its human load became too great. Off
they fell like Iallmg leaves, nine out”of ten. being
killed. Those who succeeded in reaching the
houses trampled on the ropf tiles and broke them,
making a noise like that of clattering swords and
spears or a severe hailstorm, and raising the
echoes for miles round.

Those in the houses were greatly frightened
and knew not what to do. The occupants found
it useless to call on them to desist; for, as will be
seen, at every room and every court, both within
and without, even deep into the door of the sleep-
ing chambers, crowded full the city guards and
the common people who had descended from the
roofs searching frantically for hiding-places. In
the neighbourhood where I lived, all the house
doors were shut, while people living in them held
their breath as silently as mice. The back of my
hall faced the city wall, and peeping thlough the .
chinks of my window, I saw many soldiers on the
wall marching to the west by way of the south
in solemn and orderly steps. Thaough rain was
falling on their heads, they were not at all dis—
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A TEN DAYS' MASSACRE IN YANGCHOW 11

turbed. - I felt rather more composed because 1
gathered from their appearance that they werd
the regiments of perfect discipline. &

« But suddenly a burst of tappings oi my door
was heard. I found it was my neighbours who
had all agreed to try to placate and welcome the
Manchu soldiers. and asked me to join them,
Tables were set up, on which incense was burnt
as a sign of submission. 1 saw that things had
taken such a deplorable turn and were so -beyond
control that I, indeed, could not say anything in
_disapproval but reply repeatedly: “All right, all
right.” - Then I changed my clothes for those in
Manchurian fashion and craned my neck to watch
and wait. A long time passed in vain, as the
soldiers did not come. 1 retreated again to the
back window and found that thé regiment on the
wall had broken ranks; some were now walking,
some standing:still.

A little later, to my great surprise I saw some
soldiers escortmg a few women dressed in Yang-
chow fashion. On my return I said to my wife:
“If something should come amiss to you when the
Manchu soldiers shall have entered the cily, you
might end your life by committing suicide.”

“Yes,” she replied, “you had better keep all
our silver yourself. For my part, I think we
womenfolk shall all soon he Lilled.”

She gave all the silver to me and-could not
help shedding tears. Then some townsmen rushed
in and cried: “They’ve come, they've come!” "I
went out in a hurry and saw a few horsemen
coming from the north, all riding slowly and with
reins in hand. As soon as they-met those men
who were welcoming the “Imperial” soldiers, they
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A TEN DAYS’ MASSACRE IN YANGCHOW 13

all bent their heads as if they were talking about
something, At this time, each person looked out
for himself and held no communieation with
others. Though we were only an arm’s length
away, we could hear no sound among us. When
they approached nearer I discovered that they
were demanding silver from door to door. -But
they were very easily satisfied for as soon as they
were given a little, they asked for no more. On
some occasions they failed to get any, and then
they would brandish their swords threateningly,
but as yet they had not hurt anyone.® .

Then they came to my door. A-horseman,
pointing at me in particular, cried to another one
behind him, “Search the man in blue for me,” hut
the latter had no sooner dropped his reins and
got down from the horse than I.took to flight,
whereupon he gave me up and, mounting his
horse, again rode away. Then 1 thought to my-
self, “I am wezaring rough clothes and look like a
peasant, Why should they molest me?” Soon
my younger brother came; then also my. two elder
brothers. Thus we took counsel with each other.
I said: “Those who live in our neighbourhood are
all rich merchants. It is unfortunate that they
should regard me also as a rich tradesman.”

_.In spite of a heavy rain, I told my brothers
to bring forth.at once our womenfolk and go with-
out delay along the byways to my elder brother’s
house, which, being situated at the back of a Mr.
Ho’s graveyard, was closely surrounded by the

SLater on I was told that it had been all due to the
fault of the natives of Yangchow who voluntarily con-
tributed gold to these soldiers but not a“few of them, for
all their offering of ten thoustnd taels of silver, still could
not save their lives.—Original Author’s Note.
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A TEN DAYS’ MASSACRE IN YANGCHOW 15

huts of poor families. I alone stayed behind in
order to see what was going to happen. But never
had T waited so long, expecting my eldest bro-
ther’s return, and overburdened with despair for
fear that his life might be in danger. At that
time, I, as the Chinese saying goes, found “no
way up to heaven, nor any door down to earth.”
Furthermore, it rained continually.

A long while after, my eldest brother finally
appeared and cried: “There has been bloodshed
in the main street. Why should we wait here?
We should not regret if we.were to live or die
together.” Immediately I moved our “ancestral
tablets” from the shrine and, bringing them along,
went in the company of my eldest brother to the
house of my second eldest brother. At that time,
one younger and two elder brothers, my elder
brother’s wife, a nephew, my own wife and son,
my wife’s younger brother and sister and myself
—altogether ten persons—took refuge in my elder
brother’s house. v

It grew darker and darker and then the noise
of butchery by the savage soldiers was heard out-
side the doors. We climbed on the roof for a
temporary refuge, but it rained harder than ever.
Under the rain, we ten persons squatied together,
covered only -with a rug, so that our lank and
dishevelled hair was wet all through. ~ Bitter cries
were heard outdoors, making my flesh creep and
frightening my soul. We dared not come down
from the roof-top until very late at night; but as
soon as we did so, we started a fire to cook some
rice to satisfy our hunger.

A general conflagration was téking place at
that time around the city: more than a dozen
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A TEN DAYS' MASSACRE IN YANGCHOW 17

places close by were on fire, while further off the
number of burning buildings was too great to
count. The erimson light was reflected like light-
ning or a sunset; the cracking sound went en
thundering in my ears without cessation. Again;
we heard faintly the flogging and whipping of
the people, while the wind sobbed with a bitter-
ness entirely beyond my power of description.
When the rice was sufficiently cooked, we
stared blindly at one another and wept so painful-"
ly as to be unable to take up the chopsticks to
eat, nor could we find any way of escape from
the danger. My wife brought out the silver she
had given me, dividing it into four shares. Each
of us brothers hid one share so that our clothes,
headdresses, shoes, and belts were stuffed with
silver. My w1fe also found for each of us a ragged
coat and a pair of worn-out shoes to change into.
After we had finished, we could not fall asleep,
but lay wide awake with eyes open until. dawn,

During the night a bird appeared in the air,
twittering like a reed-organ or sobbing like a be-
seeching child and hovering somewhere not very
high over our heads. When asked, everybody
replied that he had heard it.

On the 26th, the fire soon apated a little, and
the day also gradually became bright. Once more
we climbed on the roof to hide but found that
many refugees had already hidden in the rain-
gutter. Suddenly we saw a man from the east
chamber crawling along the wall, while a soldier,
sword in hand, ran flying after him, but on see-
ing us so many in number, he gave him up and
ran directly toward us. I sneaked down hastily
in bewilderment and nervous alarm; then my
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A TEN DAYS’ MASSACRE IN YANGCHOW 1$

=
two elder brothers immediately followed and then
my younger brother also. We dared not stop
1unnmg until we had covered some hundreds of
wten From that time, I was separated from
my wife and son, not knowing whether they were
dead or alive, %

But the cunning soldiers, fearing that mauy
were hidden, enticed the people with an inscribaw
scroll pretending to quiet them: “Those who have
hidden heretofore will be spared.” - People went
out and followed them in a crowd to the number
of fifty or sixty, about half of whom were wo-
men. My eldest brother then said to us: “There
are only four of us and we shall never escape if
we encounter these fierce soldiers. We had bet-
ter join the crowd. Since there are so many of
them, we may be more daring and it will be easier
to escape. And even if it comes to the worst, we
shall not regret dying together.” At this time
we had all lost our presence of mind and were
at our wits’ end to find any better means of savmg
our lives. “All right, all right,” we replied in
one breath, and as we were all agreed we went
1mmed1ately to join the rest.

¢ Three Manchu_soldiers were leadmg the
‘crowd They searched my brothers and found
all the silver they had, leaving me, however,
untouched. Suddenly two women came along,
and one of them called to me. They were di- "~
shevelled and partly naked, but I recognized them
to be the two concubines of my friend Mr. Chu
Shu. 1 stopped them hurrledly Their feet were
bare and up to the ankles in mud. One of them
was still embracing a young girl whom the soldiers
had lashed and thrown to the ground. Then we
were immediately driven on. One soldier, sword

S0
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A TEN DAYS' MASSACRE IN YANGCHOW 21

in hand, led us at the front; another drove us
from behind with a long spéar, and a third walked
along on the. right and left alternatively, keep-
ing strict watch for fear we should try to escape.
Like sheep and cattle we were driven along by
the dozen. For a little delay we received heavy
blows. Some were even killed on the spot.

The women were tied together with long
chains around their necks, clumsy as a string of
beads; they stumbled at every step so that they
were covered with mud. Here and there on the
ground lay small babies who were either frodden
under the hooves of horses or the feet of men.
The ground was stained with blood and covered
with mutilated and dismembered bodies, and the
sound of sobbing was heard everywhere in the
open fields. Every gutter and pond was filled
with corpses lying one upon another. The blood
turned the water to a deep greenish-red colour,
and the ponds were filled to the brim.

+; We arrived at the house of Mr. Yao Yung-
yen, the warden of the gaol, which extended a
long way back. Entering straight from the back
door, we found corpses scattered everywhere. 1
imagined that here I was to die. Through various
rooms we reached the front door leading into the
street, and came to the house of Mr. Chiao Ch’eng-
wang the Shansi merchant, now the quarters of
these soldiers. On entering the door we found a
soldier already there. He had arrested several
beautiful women and had been sorting out of the
trunks and boxes all the coloured satins which
were then piled in a heap. Seeing the three
soldiers who were driving us, he laughed heartily
and immediately pushed dozens of us into the
back hall, leaving the women in a side chamber
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A TEN DAYS' MASSACRE IN YANGCHOW 23

in which there were two square tables at which
threg tailors and a middle-aged woman were
making dresses.

The woman was a native of the city. Her
face was heavily powdered, she was wearing
splendid and gaudy clothes, and she laughed and
flirted and dallied, seeming to be in high spirits.
Whenever she came across any fine things the
_soldiers had, she begged and took from them with
no sense of shame. The soldiers often said to
other people: “When we conquered Korea, we
captured tens of thousands of women, and yet not
one of them lost her chastity. How could women
of such a great country as China be so shameless?
Alas, that is why China is in chaos!”

Then the soldiers stripped the women of their
wet clothes, even including their underclothing,
and told them to put on new ones. The middle-
aged woman measured them and. gave them
new garments. The women, being coerced and
threatened, could not help exposing themselves
and stood naked without a thread to cover their
bodies. That they were terribly ashamed in this
gituation beggars description. When they had
changed their clothes, the soldiers, embracing
them, forced them to drink wine and eat meat
with them. Outrageous acts of all kinds were
committed without regard for shame or decency.

Suddenly a soldier jumped up, drew his sword
and cried aloud: “Come, come, you southern bar-
barians!’ In an instant a few of those standing
in front were bound, my eldest brother being one
of the victims. My elder brother said, “Since
things are turning out in this way, what can we
say or do?” ‘
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A TEN DAYS' MASSACRE IN YANGCHOW 25

‘He grasped my hand hastily and ran for.
ward. My younger brother also followed. At
this moment the men who were bound, about fifty
in all, were so scared out of their wits that they
did not dare to move when the soldier raised his
sword and shouted. .

I followed my eldest brother and rushed out
of the hall; but I soon discovered that the killing
wag going on outside as well as inside. The peo-
ple were standing in a row awaiting their fate.
At first I thought T would offer no resistance, as
there was absolutely no way of escape. But sud-
denly my heart thrilled, and as if helped by God,
I sprang away himbly and returned to the back
hall without attracting the attention of the others.

~ The western chamber of this building, where
many old women still remained, was not a safe
place for me to hide, and so I darted to the back.
Here I saw that many horses and camels were
kept, so that I could not pass through. Still more
frightened at heart, I dropped to the floor and
crawled across under the bellies of these animals
and crept to the outside. If the slightest thing
had startled them, I reflected, they would soon
have trampled me to death with their hooves.

After passing through several courts, I could
find no way out except a lane at the side leading
to the back door. But the door of the lane was
fastened tightly with long iron nails. Once more
I went to the front through the back lane, but I
was so frightened at hearing the sound of killing
in the front courtyard that I did not know what
to do. 7

On looking back at the left side, I saw a
kitchen where there were four people who had
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been arrested and appointed to dothe cooking.
I begged them to let me draw water or act as
fireman so that I might ‘escape death, but they
gave me a firm refusal, saying, “Whenever we
four are asked to do work they will call the roll.
If they find more persons next time, they will
soon suspect some trick and our lives w111 surely
be in danger.” 1 begged them repeatedly in a
pitiful way, and this made them even more angry.
They threatened to catch hold of me and hand
me over to the soldiers. So finally I had to leave,
more frightened than ever.

- Not very far from the house I saw a shelf at
the front of the steps on which a jar had been
put. I climbed up the shelf but no sooner had I
touched the jar than I fell off. The jar was
empty and I had unconsciously exerted too much
strength. Once more I hurried on to the door
of the side lane, I shook the lock with my hands
hundreds of times, but failed to move it even the
slightest bit. I struck it with stones but -the
sound reached the outer courtyard. Yet, afraid
of being discovered by so doing, I had only to
shake it again. My fingers were hurt; the blood
trickled down. And then unexpectedly the lock
turned! "1 pulled it with all my strength and
soon got it in hand. Then I hurriedly tried the
bolt which was made of chin-wood, swollen and
twice as solid and stiff as the lock because of the
dripping rain. Urged by the fear of impending
danger, T pulled the bolt with all my might. In-
stead of the bolt loosening, the hinges gave' way
suddenly, the door fell down flat, ‘and the wall
collapsed in a heap with a noise llke the rumblmg
of thunder. I jumped over it as if I had wings.
Where my strength came from I could not tell,
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Quickly I ran out from the back door and redached
the foot of the city wall. At this time the soldiers
and horsemen were everywhere, obstructing my
further progress. So I turned to a back door in
the neighbourhood to the left of Mr. Chiao’s
residence, and as all suitable hiding-places were
already crowded with people, I had to elbow my
way in, although I was ‘sure that they would re-
fuse to let me join them.

From the back to the front, the house con-
sisted of five divisions. All were filled with fugi-
tives. 1 went straight to the front door which
was close to the main street where the soldiers
were walking up and down in an endless proces-
sion. It was regarded as a ‘dangerous spot and
was thus deserted by the rest. I entered hurried-
ly and found a bed covered by a wooden canopy.
I climbed on the top of it alongside the pillars
and hid myself close under the roof of the house.
I was scarcely quiet after panting breathlessly
when I heard beyond the wall the bitter ery of
my younger brother and the blows of the clatter-
ing sword. After three blows, there was silence.
A little later I heard my elder brother’s voice
saying pitifully: “I have silver in the cellar at
home. Set me free and I will get it and give it
to you.” There was one blow and then silence.
Then my spirit went off my body, my heart was
like burning oil, and my eyes turned dry with
bitter sobbings, for there were no more tears. I
was so torn with grief that my heart seemed
broken. I was bheside myself and did not know
what to think. ‘

Later on a soldier brought a woman in and
urged her to sleep with him in the bed. Despite
* her refusal, she was forced to yield,
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A “It is too near the street,” said the woman.
“It is not a good place to put up.” After a time
the soldier-took the woman away and I was near-
ly discovered by them,

- There was a ceiling in the room which
seemed to be made of matting. Obviously it was
not strong enough to sustain the weight of a man,
but- if T could crawl across, it would give access
to the beam: I climbed up by holding the rafters
with both hands and resting my foot on the pro-
jecting ridge pole. Here it was pitch dark, as
‘there was a matl covering underneath. The sol-
diers still came frequently and thrust upwards
with their spears, and, meeting with no response,
imagined that no one was up there. Because of
this I met no soldiers the whole day. But God only
knows how many were slaughtered underneath!

Every time a few horsemen passed along the
street, dozens of men "and women followed after
them with bitter cries. That day was not rainy,
but there was no sun. No one could tell it was
day or night.

After a long time the horsemen became fewer
in number. Only the incessant weeping and cry-
ing of people came to my ears from outside. Half
of my brothers were dead already, I was uncer-
tain whether my eldest brother was dead or alive,
and I was even more uncertain of the whereabouts
of my son and my wife. Thinking that I might
be able to see them, I set out in search of them.
Slowly I climbed down by holding to the bea, -
and walked stealthily to the street in front.

iy The heads of the corpses in the street were
piliowed one upon the other, and as it grew dark
it was impossible to tell whose they were. 1 bent
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over the corpses and criéd out but there was no
answer. Some distance to the south I saw several
torches approaching in a confused erowd, which
I adroitly avoided. 1 walked along the foot of
the city 'wall and saw the piled corpses which ob-
structed my steps and several times caused me
to stumble. When alarmed, I bent to the ground
like a lying corpse. After a long while I got to
a small path on which pedestrians, close by but
invisible, collided startlingly with one another in
the dark night. But the main street was as bright
with torches as in broad daylight. From Yu
[about 7 o’clock in the evening] to Hai [about 9
o’clock at night] I walked along the road and
finally reached my elder brother’s house. At first
I did not dare to knock at the closed door. A lit-
tle later I heard the voice of my elder brother's
wife. I knocked gently a few times on the door
and my wife answered at once. My eldest bro-
ther had previously come back, and my wife and
son were also there. I wept with my eldest bro-
ther but dared not tell the news of my elder and
younger brothers’ death. My elder brother’s wife
questioned me, but I gave her only a vague answer.

I asked my wife how she had escaped, and
she told me the following story.

3“When the soldier ran after you, as you were
the first to flee, the others followed. 1 was alone
left behind and, holding our son P’eng-erh in my
arms, I jumped down from the roof to commit
suicide, but we were not killed. My younger sis-
ter hurt her legs and lay on the ground. The
soldier took the two of us to an empty room where
a number of men and women were bound together
like a string of fish,
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“ ‘Watch them carefully and don’t let them
get away,’ the soldier told the women in the room
and went out carrying his sword.

“Then another soldier came in and took my
sister away. A long time passed hut the soldier
did not return. I told the women a lie and got
out and by chance met the old woman Mrs. Hung,
and so we walked to our old place together and
fortunately escaped.”

This old woman, Mrs. Hung, whom my wife
mentioned, was one of my elder brother’s rela-
tives on his wife’s side,

.My wife asked me about my escape and 1
told her all that had happened and we wept to-
gether for a long time. Mrs. Hung brought some
rice cooked the day before and urged us to eat,

_but we were so choked with sobs that we could
hardly eat anylhing,

¥ Now ffires had dgain been started outside in
all directions, but they burned more fiercely and
covered a larger area than on the previous night.
I went stealthily to the field where the bodies lay
piled one upon another. Some were not yet dead
and lay still breathing. I saw at a distance the
dark and sombre trees in the Ho's graveyard.
In the open, the air was filled with the sad cries
of the fathers calling their sons or the husbands
their wives and everywhere in the marshes and
on the 11vers1des, I could hear the sound of cry-
ing, as bitter as could be. When I returned to
Mrs. Hung’s house I found my wife about to kill
herself. Throughout the night I talked to her
so that she could find no chance to do so, unaware
that the day was already dawning in the east.
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On the 27th day, 1 asked my wife where she
had hidden.;: By a winding way she led me to a
place behind a coffin where ancient tiles and
crumbling bricks formed a scattered heap, a scene
of such utter desolation that it had long been
deserted by men. I sat down on the weeds, put-
ting my son on the cover of the coffin and cover-
ing him with a reed mat. My wife crouched
before the coffin while I stooped close behind it.
The least lifting of our heads and we would be
exnosed; a slight stretching of our feet and our
heels would show.. We could only hold our breath
and press our hands and feet tightly fogether.
I felt a little more at ease for a time, but soon 1
heard the sounds of slaughter coming nearer.
Where the sword-hilts clattered and fell, a wave
of bitter cries arose and dozens or hundreds
begged for their lives. Whenever-:a soldier ap-
peared, all the southerners, no matter how great
their number, squatted down and dropped their
heads. None dared flee, but each stretched out his
neck, expecting the stroke of the sword. Crowds
of children wept, and seemed to shake the earth
with their pitiful cries. All afternoon the heaps
of corpses grew bigger and the killing and plun-
dering continued on a larger scale. P’eng-erh
slept soundly all day on the coffin and seldom
cried or spoke or even wanted anything to eat.
When he was thirsty, we gave him water drawn
from a gutter with a piece of tile to moisten his
lips, and then he would sleep again. Fortunately
night drew near, and we went out stealthily, We
then woke him up and took him along with us.
At this moment Mrs. Hung came, bringing the
sad news that my elder brother’s wife had been
abducted and my little nephew, still in his swad-
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dling clothes, lost. Within the short space of
two days, alas, I had lost four of my nearest
and dearest ones: my elder brother and his wife,
my nephew and my younger brother. -

We then looked to see if there was any rice
left-in the stone-mortar, but there was none. So,
with our heads pillowed on each other’s thighs,
my eldest brother and I slept and endured hunger
until dawn. On this night my .wife again at-
tempted to kill herself and would have succeeded
had not Mrs. Hung rescued her in time.

On the 28th day I said to my eldest brother:
“We don’t know whose turn it will be to die today.
Brother, if you are fortunate enough to be still -
safe, will you please take P’eng-erh with you and
take care of him?’ Then my brother also encou-
raged and consoled us before taking his departure.

Mrs. Hung told my wife, “Yesterday I hid
in a wood-chest and was safe all day long. Today
I would like to change the hiding-places with
you.” But my wife persisted in refusing her and
went again behind the coffin to hide with me. A
little later a few of the soldiers came and cut
open the chest and took the old woman away.
But despite all the beating and flogging she did
not reveal the hiding-place of any of us :Thus
we owed her a great deal. But the soldiers came
in greater and greater numbers.  In quick sue-
cession many came close o our hiding-place. Per-
chance they came to the back of the house but
would soon turn away on seeing the coffin. But
a few moments later some ten or more soldiers
rushed in suddenly, shouting and threatening in
a fierce manner. Then a man came in front of
the coffin and prodded my feet with a long bamboo
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stick. T came out and was greatly surprised te
find that it was a native of Yangchow who was
serving the soldiers as a guide. 1 recognized his
face but had forgotten his name. I implored
him to take pity on me. He asked for silver and
I gave him some. He then set me free and said:
“Your wife is getting a good bargain!’ Then
he Went out and said to the soldiers: “Let’s leave
this place.” Soon they scattered. But scarcely
had we overcome our panting and surprise, being
once more at ease, when a young man in a red
coat came directly toward our hiding-place, hold-
ing a long sword in his hand and pointing its tip
at me. I offered him silver but he insisted on
having my wife. She, having been pregnant for
nine months, squatted desperately on the ground,
refusing to get up and go with him. I then mis-
_led him by saying that she had been pregnant for
several months and had hurt the baby as a result
of slipping down from the roof the day before.
“She could hardly sit,” I continued, “how can you
expect her to get up?’ The red-coat man did not
believe my words, so I let him look at her and
examine her trousers which we had previously
stained with blood. He then gave her up, though
he still had with him a young woman and two
children, a little boy and girl. The boy cried to
his mother for food and this provoked him so that
he brained the child with one stroke and then led
away the woman and the daughter.

« “Since this place has become so frequented,”
1 said to my wife, “and is no longer safe to hide
in, we must move to another place which will
offer better hiding.” My wife still insisted on
trying to commit suicide, while I, nervous and
baffled, was also at my wit’s end.



42 B oM + B owm

FAR M, #BAE, ZETHE—
R, SRR SRR RS XA,
WA bR . TRFSAM 4
o F—RS, PRGRE L, R
Fo TARBEEEY, HERFLS,
FREE FERE, A RAEHEL L, ¢
NEmBL,

AR AR, — BT L REFHET.
FHERE M, &4 HRN4E. B,
SABERA B BERRT 4o FEE %, B
BAER. PHES AV E28E, AH
ik, ok AT, TEZZ+HA, Fik
Ao GHARS, FE ML —
Ko AR B A RR, Y 8 KA
RFEUM, G H ERYAA, TR
%, WEHELG, HHENTH. T4




A TEN DAYS MASSACRE IN YANGCHOW 43

We came out together and tried to hang our-
selves under a beam, but the ropes broke sudden-
ly and we fell to the ground. We had hardly
risen when a group of soldiers swarmed at the
gate and rushed in straight toward the hall. They
had not yet had time to cross -the corridors on
both sides when I and my wife rushed out by the
gate. We fled and rushed into a thatched hut
occupied by some country-women who refused me
admittance but allowed my wife to enter. I ran
hurriedly to the hay-reservoir in the south where
straw bundles were piled up to the roof. I
climbed to the top and hid myself by bending
down miy head and covering it with straw, think-
‘ing that I was quite safe.

A moment later there came a soldier who
jumped to the top and poked me with a long spear.
I was compelled to come out of the straw and
begged him to spare my life, at the same time
offering him silver. The soldier then searched
the hut and found several others who also saved
themselves from death by the same means. When
he had gone, they hid in the hay again, where in
its very centre I found several square fables sur-
rounded by hay, being so roomy and spacious
within that several dozens of people might have
hidden underneath. I made my way into the hid-
ing-place and thought it expedient when suddenly,
to our great dismay, a hole appeared in the middle
of the mouldering wall. We were clearly visible
from the outside and the soldiers who had already
caught sight of us came straight at us with their

long spears. We were all severely wounded, I in -

the thighs., Those sitting in front were arrested
by the soldiers while those at the back crept out
backwards on all fours. I fled again to the place

.



44 B M + B wm
B, R R SRR, M ag
B EEEE ERE, BB, EH
BB, TR FNER, SIT PR
Hr. THEATHS, BEE. FRAH
RF, n AR BEERE, EFE, &
oo PARZF, —RFR-A £EFE
B, a8, ¥ Lk, ETRIE. £
REAE, KO NE, WAFT &, T
Bo REE, HFER THUEY, T
o

B RS RE, BEERE S
(DY)

TRAHHEEE, HATR,
LIEBE. BFEAS LE, IR E.




A TEN DAYS’ MASSACRE IN YANGCHOW 46

where my wife lay hidden. There T found all
the women, including my wife, lying under a heap
of brushwood. Their bodies were blood-stained,
their hair soaked with manure, and their faces
smeared with dirty ashes. They looked like a
crowd of ghosts. Kxcept for her voice I would
not even have recognized my wife. At my earnest
entreaty the women lying at the top allowed me
to lie at the bottom of the brushwood. I could
not move and was nearly stifled to death. From
above, my wife handed me a bamboo tube with
one end to be put in my mouth so that I could
breathe air from the outside through the other
end and thus save myself from suffocation. Dur-
ing this time there was a soldier outdoors who
killed two persons at one stroke. Every woman
shivered and trembled fearfully at this sight which
was too tragic and terrible to put into words.
Then a burst of cries rose suddenly. The soldier
had entered the house, but strange to say, he
retreated with great strides in such a hurry that
he did not even turn his head. When dusk fell,
the women all rose. I, too, stepped out from
under the straw. I was sweating so profusely
that the drops trickled down like rain.

-« That night, I returned with my wife to Mrs. -
Hung’s house where the old woman and her aged
husband had already returned. A little later my
eldest brother also arrived.

“Today I was taken and asked to carry a
burden,” said my brother. “They gave me one
thousand cash and let me go after I had returned
them the ‘pass flag.” On my way back I saw scat-
tered corpses heaped up like hills, and the blood
from them ran down like a stream,
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Q

“I heard also that in his owh house at Chao-

yang there lives a chieftain called Wang who gives

tens of thousands of cash to the refugees each day.

When his followers are going to kill the people he

often stops them.by persuasion or force. Thus a
great number of people are spared and saved.”

4 That night, amidst sobs and sighs, we dozed
off till the gleam of the dawn began to appear and
brought in the 29th day.

From the 25th day till now, it was just five
days and I began to fancy that by some rare
chance I might be saved, but now I heard that
the Manchu soldiers were going “to carry on a
wholesale slaughter in the city.,” Most of the
survivors therefore fled from the city, risking
their lives by letting themselves down over the
city wall with ropes. The public moat: of the past
was so choked with corpses that it had become as
flat as a road. Because of this we suffered all
the more; at night, the ruffians outside the city
waited stealthily in a group at the moat, and way-
laid all refugees, robbing them of their gold and
-gilver, and it simply could not be helped. Since
the danger was so great, we could find no way
out.g\Moreover, my eldest brother was unwilling
to leave us.  Thus I was overwhelmed by anxiety
till dawn. Finding that it was no longer safe to
stay at our old hiding-place, and also that my wife
had more than once spared her life by pleading
pregnancy, I was told to hide alone among the
deep grass by the pond while she and P’eng-erh
crouched a little above me. - Though they were
often forced to come out of hiding by the soldiers,
they could save themselves by offering some money
to them, after which they would go away.
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Finally, howeﬁer, there came a soldier of the
“Wolf Men” tribe” with a head like a mouse’s and
a pair of eyes like a hawk’s, an extremely fierce
and evil man who attempted to abduct my wife.
She was obliged to creep towards him on all fours,
telling him meanwhile that she was pregnant.
He turned a deaf ear to her entreaty but insisted
on her standing up, and when she, relling on the
ground, refused to get up, he beat her severely
with the flat of his sword so that blood flowed out
in streams from both her outer and inner clothes.
My wife had warned me previously: “If the stars
are against me, I shall surely die. But you must
not ask their mercy on marital grounds to incur
harm to you, too.” That was why I acted as if
unaware of her being beaten, and hid far away
in the grass believing that she would surely die.
Although he had already reduced her fo such a
condition, the fierce soldier still did not give her
up. He entwined his arm with her hair, cursed
her in anger, flogged her cruelly, and then dragged
her away by the leg. There was a small path of
about an arrow’s shot in length winding out from
the field to the main street along which the sol-
dier dragged her on, and every few steps he
would beat her.

Suddenly they met a body of horsemen. One
of them said a few words in the Manchurian
tongue to him and he set her free and went away.
She was now only able to crawl back, weeping
bitterly and bruised and beaten in every part of
her body.

"The “Wolf Men” tribe were the descendants of the
uncivilized Miao tribe, living in some parts of Kwangsi in
the Ming Dynasty, who were noted for their savagery.—Tr.
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By that time the whole city was afire. The
thatched houses surrounding the Ho’s graveyard
easily caught fire and were soon burned to ashes.
Only one or two scattered houses were fortunate
enough to escape the disaster. Those who had hid-
den themselves under the houses were forced to
rush -out from the heat of the fire, and as soon as
they came out, in nine cases out of ten, they were
put to deuth on the spot. £On the other hand,
-those who had stayed in the houses—ranging
from a few up to even a hundred—were burned
to death within the closely-shut doors and no
one could tell how many had died from the pile of
charred bones that remained afterward. ‘At this
critical moment there was no suitable place to
hide, nor was it possible for anyone to hide, for if
you were discovered you would die whether you
had money or not. Dead or alive as one might
be, one found no other alternative but to go out
onto the roadside and lie among the dead bodies.
My son, my wife, and 1 went and lay behind the
grave, so dirty and muddy from head to foot that
we looked like ghosts rather than human beings.

7 As time went on the firé became fiercer. The
lofty trees around the grave were all set ablaze,
glowing as brightly as lightning, crackling with
the sound of a land-slide. The wind blew violent-
ly and made the fire glow so brightly -that the
sun seemed to turn pale and lustreless. There
seemed to be before us many demons driving hun-
dreds and thousands of souls into Hell to their end.
Frightened, we fainted many times, unconscious
that we were still living among mankind.

All at once I heard loud footsteps and bitter
cries that made my heart jump. Beside a wall at
some distance I found my eldest brother strug-



b2 ' B M + B 3
T Ak, A 0 HERT
HRFN. LWTE, T Ok,
WRAER, KBRS, HAEFE, T
BE. BT EANA. THE—&, BN
B T Al BT, AR L,
RS, PR (e R ) B, Bk
b0 SRR b, B, TRB L,
EATEES, DELEF L. T4
AL H i, BT, BT
AETHBRE, TREAYETESR, 4
BT, ERRAEI. ek ferT
T, KM ENE . L AT,
WIIB %, LT E: “BFRGA




A TEN DAYS' MASSACRE IN YANGCHOW 53

gling with a soldier who had arrested him. Since
he was very strong he succeeded in throwing off
the soldier and making his escape; but the beast
ran hot on his trail and I soon recognized him to
be the same man who at first abducted and then
released my wife on the preceding day. A long -
time passed and when I did not see my brother
return my heart began to beat violently.

Suddenly my brother made his appearance,
naked and dishevelled, driven along by the soldier.
He asked me for silver to save his life. I had
only one ingot left but I took it out immediately
and offered it to the soldier who, upon seeing it,
became so angry that he struck my brother with
his sword. My brother rolled on the ground,
blood staining all over his body. My son, (at
that time only five years of age,) pulled at
the soldier and cried for mercy. The man then
wiped the blood from his sword on my son’s
clothes. One more blow and my brother would
surely have died.

++ Then the soldier turned upon me, pulled my
hair, struck me continually with the back of his
sword, and demanded silver. I told him that 1
was sorry I had no more to give him. “If you
insist ‘on having silver, I must die. But 1 will
give you other things,” I said. Pulling me by,
the hair, he went with me to Mrs. Hung’s house.
I emptied onto the steps the two tall earthen jars
which contained all my wife’s belongings and let
the soldier take what he wanted. He took all my
wife’s jewelry of gold and pearls, and the best of
the clothes. On seeing the silver locket round
my son’s neck he cut that off too with his sword.
When he left he turned and said to me, “If I do
not kill you, others will.” I then realized that
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§

the report that the Manchu soldiers were “to kill
everyone in the city” was true, and I reckoned
that we would surely die.

= Putting my son in a safe place in the house,
I 1ushed out hurriedly with my wife to look for
my eldest brother. We found that his neck had
been slashed an inch deep both front and back,
and that there were even worse wounds on his
breast. We helped him to reach Mrs. Hung's
house, half conscious,and half insensible to pain.
Having made him comfortable, we returned to
hide close to the grave again. Our neighbours
all lay hidden among the wild rushes. Suddenly
a human voice broke: “There shall be a general
slaughter in the city tomorrow, no one will be
gpared. You had better give up your wife and flee.
with me.” My wife also advised me to go, but
I remembered my eldest brother’s cruel wounds.
How could I be so selfish as to leave him? Yet
hitherto I had relied on my fast diminishing
silver, but now that it was all gone I realized that
we were in a hopeless situation and fainted from
‘sheer sorrow. After a long time I came to my-
self. I then saw that the fire in the city was
gradually dying out and I heard cannon fired three
times from some distant place. When the soldiers
walking to and fro became fewer, my wife em-
braced our son and we sat huddled together in a
manure pit, while the old Mrs. Hung also came
and joined us.

_ We then saw several soldiers with four or
five women whom they had abducted. Two of
them were old and were crying bitterly, while
two younger ones were laughing lightly. Two
other soldiers overtook them and attempted to
take the women away, and thus a fight developed
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among themselves. One of the soldiers who spoke
the Manchu dialect effected a reconciliation, and
then another soldier carried away one of the young
women to the foot of a tree and violated her.
Two other young women were also ravished on
the spot. The old women wept for mercy, while
the three young women, who were without any
sense of shame, were raped by a dozen soldiers
one by one and ﬁnally turned over to the two sol-
diers who had arrived later. One of the young
women had suffered so much that she could not
get up and walk on foot. I recognized her as the
daughter-in-law of a Mr. Chiao’s family. So evil
was this man’s past conduct as to deserve pun-
ishment, but I could not but sigh heavily at this
terrible sight.

Suddenly I saw a very gallant and handsome
youth of less than thirty wearing a Manchu-style
hat, a red coat, a pair of black boots, and carry-
ing a two-edged sword hanging by his side, ac-
compamed by a follower also very stalwart and
brave in appearance wearing a yellow jacket.
They were followed by several citizens of Yang-
chow. The young man in the red coat looked into
my eyes and said, “Judging by your appearance,
you are not like these people. Tell me honestly
who you are!” 1 remembered that some people
had obtained paradn and some had lost their lives
immediately when they said they were' poor
scholars, so I dared not tell him the truth but
gave a false reply. Pointing to my son and wife,
he asked who they. were, and I told him the true
-answer that they were my wife and son. =

“Tomorrow His Highness the Prince will
order the swords to be sheathed and all of you
~will be spared,” said the red-coat youth. He also
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commanded his follower to give us some clothegs
and an ingot of silver.

“How many days have you been without
food?” he asked.

“Five days,” I replied.
“Then follow me,” he commanded.

My wife and I only half believed and half
suspected, but we dared not disobey. We arrived
at a house in which there was a large store of
fish, rice, and other provisions.

“Treat these four persons kindly,” he said
to a woman in the house and then went away
from us.

Before long, night came and my wife grieved
very much for her brother, whom the soldiers had
carried off, since it was not certain whether he
was dead or alive. A few moments later the old
woman brought some boiled rice and fish for us
to eat. Since we were not very far from Mrs.
Hung’s house, 1 took the food to my eldest bro-
ther, but he stopped eating affer a few mouthfuls
because of the pain in swallowing. I wiped his
hair and washed his wounds, and my heart ached
as if it-had been pierced. Yet since we had heard
that the Manchu officers had ordered the cessation
of further slaughtering in the city we all felt a
little less anxious.

The next day was the first of the fifth moon,
but some killing and pillaging could not be avoid-
ed although it was not as prevalent as during the
past few days. The rich families and mansions
were still robbed, and almost all of the young girls
in their teens were abdueted so that none could
escape. On this day the Earl of Hsing Ping re-
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entered Yangchow. ""‘Every grain of rice, every
inch of silk, was now gobbled up as if by a tiger!
The devastation is beyond my power to describe.

On the second day civil administration was
established in all districts.2;Officials were instruct-
ed to issue proclamations to calm .the people.
Monks were ordered to burn corpses wherever
they were found in the temples where many wo-
men had taken refuge and had died of fright or
starvation.

According to the “Record of Corpses Burned”
more than eight hundred thousand were killed,
not to count those who had drowned themselves
by jumping into wells or into the river, who
had - hanged themselves, who had been burned
to death behind closed doors, or who had been
carried away by the soldiers.

4 On the third day a proclamation for charity
and relief was issued. I went with old Mrs.
Hung to the Chiieh K’ou Gate to get some of
the rice that was being distributed. This rice,
heaped as high as a mound, was from the stores
that the Governor-General Shih had provided as
rations for his soldiers. Several thousands of pi-
culs of rice were soon gone. All those who eame to
get food appeared with scorched heads, smashed
foreheads, broken legs and arms, and sword cuts
all over their faces very much like streams of wax
pourmg down from a candle gy In the struggle for
rice even relations took no care of one another.
Those who were strong left and came back again
for more, while those who were old and weak or
severely wounded were umnable to get anything
from morning till night,
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On the fourth day the weather was fine. The
sun shone hot upon the corpses from ‘which issued
an unbearable stench. Everywhere around us
corpses were being burned. The smoke gathered
like a mist and extended for miles. On this day
I burned some_ cotton and bones of the dead in
an attempt to heal the wounds of my brother who
could not utter a word, but nod to me-in silent
tears.

Now the fifth day arrived and people hidden
in secluded places were beginning to re-appear
On meeting one another we could not help shed-
ding tears, but were unable to utter any word. _

We five persons, though somewhat relieved,
still dared not stay in the house. Early in the
morning we got up and, after eating a little food,
went out to some lonely fields, dressed in the same
fashion as before, because there were hundreds
of evil characters, the so-called “foragers,” roving
about who, though they used no swords, intimidat-
ed the people with clubs and took their money
and possessions. Many people who resisted were
clubbed to death. They also m™olested women
whom they encountered. We were unable to tell
whether they were Manchu soldiers, city guards,
or lawless ruffians. On this day my eldest bro-
ther’s wounds became so diseased that they sud-
denly broke open and he died. Alas, words can-
not describe my sorrow!

» T recall that, at the beginning of this calam-
ity, I had with me eight persons in all, my elder,
my eldest and my younger brothers, my elder bro-
ther’'s wife, my nephew, my wife and son, and
myself. Now only three of us survived, not in-
cluding my brother-in-law and sister-in-law,
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From the twenty-fifth of the fourth moon to
the fifth of the fifth moon there were ten days in
all. What I have briefly described was only what
I had actually seen and experienced. What I
have got wind of from hearsay I have not record-
ed. - The younger generation who are fortunate
enough to live in tranquillity, enjoying the hap-
piness of leisure, and yet indulging in all luxury
and extravagance without any sense of seli-
restraint and frugality should, upon reading this
aclcount, take warning and strive to improve them-
selves.
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