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1, ANNOUNCEIa: UriCle Sara’ a Foroat HangerE,

2. MUSIC: Quartet, Rangers* Song.

ANNOUNCER; There was a time here In Anerlca when our forests were

thought to be endless and inexhaustible^ And back In the

early days when America was being colonized, and settled the people

actually fou^t the forest to get rid of It. Trees covered lands needed

. for growing domestic crops and the Indians and wild animals hiding In

8. the forest made life precarious for both the settlers and their livestock.

9 . But times have changed and conditions today are a good deal different.

10. Instead of using forest offerings recklessly we are learning to use them

11. much more efficiently and sparingly.. And instead of fighting the forest

IE. to get rid of It we are trying to protect It and restore It. Take farmers

13. for Instance Farmers aren't nearly so anxious to clear trees for domestic

14. crops as they once were They re beginning to realize that trees

15. themselves are a crop •»- In some cases a more profitable crop than

IS. staples like cotton, or com, or rye.. By offering technical assistance

’

• and In a number of other v/ays the U„ 3 Forest Service Is helping farmers

l-S. and Industrial tlraberland owners to restore their forests and use them

1^- to the fullest advantage, One of the main purposes of our national

forests is to serve as demonstration areas showing how forest restoration

• and proper use can be brought about,,

-F. But let s more on to the Pine Cone National Forest and look

' in on Ranger Jim,. One of the main topics of discussion around ^nger

Jim's neighborhood the last week or two has been Lee G-oodliart*8 hard

luck.
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ANNOUNCER CONTINUED. Leo Goodhart la one of these farmers for whom

everything he does seems to go wrong. To top everything off

Just as winter is settling down the Goodhart barn burned to the ground

the other day. Along with the bam Lee lost a couple tons of hay and his

best milk cow It was a real blow Well here's Ranger Jim In his

“the Windlng^reek Ranger Station talking to Andy Goodman on

the telephone, Jerry <iulck Ranger Jlra a assistant, le In the office

too -- pounding out a report on the typewriter

SOUND OF typewriter FADING IN SLIGHTLY OFF MIEE

Just a minute Andy, (SLIGHTLY OFF MIKE) Say, Jerry. Hold

it a minute Andy's got a big chew of tobacco in his chee]c

and with that typewriter going I can't make out anything he’s

say In

^

SOUND OF TYPEWRITER STOPS ABRUPTLY

JERRY

JIM

(SLIGHTLY OFF) Sure^ Jim I should iiave known better.

(TO PHONE) Okay Andy Now start all over again. I got

Jerry Quieted down here and maybe I can hear what you^re

sayin’ — Who? — Oh Ben Stone decker H-m-ra- •« —He ^ s

comln -up here? H~h~in~m- m-»—Yeh——Yeah. I reckon it is too

bad, Andy But business is business and Ben's pretty

hard-headed when it comes to business you know Huh?

—

Oh sure. Sure Andy. 1*11 do what I can.— Yeah-—Okay

Andy. Glad you called and tipped me off anyway ^ So long

HANGS UP PHONE)

JERRY Anything wrong, Jim?





JIM;
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JIM-
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JIM

JERRY.'
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Yeah, I*ra afraid there Is, Jerry. Plenty, B©n Stonedeckerta

headed up this way,

Ben Stonedecker? You mean that cranky big shot business .

from Willow aien that *3 got that little ranch up there on

Turtle Creek?

(THOU&HTm.LY) Uh huh.

What 8 eating on him? He hardly ever shows up around here

except during the summer,

Beems like he heard about Lee Q-oodhart's bam burning down

week before last.

Huh? What*s that to Ben Stonedecker? As long as It wasn’t

his barn I can't Imagine him worryin' about anyone else^.s,

Ben Stonedecker" 8 all for Ben Stonedecker and nobody else,

the way I got him tagged.

Well it seems like Lee Soodhart s barn was Ben'’s barn,

Jerry Ben s got a mortgage on the G-oodhart place and

when he heard about the bam burnin ho flgur>?d Lee was

about done for The mortgage comes dua first of December^

And old Stonedecker® s up here now to give Lee Q-oodhart his

walkln papers Why^ the mean dirty low down money

grabbin' so and so Just like klckln a man In the face

when he*s down.
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Now wait r. minute, Jerry. We c&nH afford to let our

feelings run away with us. It aoes seem like the C6U*ds are

stacked agalrist Lee but that *3 no fault of Ben’s. It*

a

his money, you know* Ben may be a close dealer but he* a falij

Yes, I know Jim. But It’s Just not right. .Poor old Lee

^G-oodha^ has been workln* himself ^to the bone up thera on
i

that stump ranch tryln* his best to make a go of It and look !

viliat happens. One set-back after another and no fault of
|

|

his either. ;

' ' i I

Well, that®s the way life goes with a lot of us, Jeri^y,

All we can do is Just keepjpluggin*. — This thing has me

worried though. I would hate to see Lee lose his place after

all the work he's done up there.

Yeah, Lee s been a good fire cooperator too Btjt what are

Tj,
you going to dOj, Jlm7 It looks sort of hopeless to me,

SOUND OF APPROACHING AUTOMOBILE,. *

H-m-m-m, Guess that must be Ben turnin’ in the drive now.,

I don't know Just what I can do Jerry, We'll Just have to

wait and see,

20 ^JERRYi' Boy, some car he drives. Almost as long as a pack train.

21* SOUND OF AUTOMOBILE STOPPING OUTSIDE

JERRY Maybe I better beat it Jim, So you can talk to him alone.

Stick arcund Jerry. You might learn something

‘JOUND OF DOOR OPENING
f .

Welij, Ben Stonedecker, Come on In,

JERPYi

I/
'

....'I

'KV
it'
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(LATE MIDDLE AOE, GRUFF, BUSINESS LIKE) Hello, Jim. Why

don®t you get these roads fixed up a little blt^ They “re

rutty as a corrugated roof^

4. JIMS (LAUGHING) Road crew a all laid off for the winter and the

5. machinery'^ s In town for an overhaul^ Ben^ With that chariot

6. you* re drivin* a few ruts shouldn't make much difference.

7. anyway Shake hands with ^erry 'iulck, BeUo Jerry's my

8. assistant ranger

9. jEims (STIFFLY) How do you do, sir, I believe we met once before®

10. BENS That's right You're the chap who came along and cut the

11. log out of the road up on Rock Creek last suininero He gave me

12. quite a lecture Jim,

13. JIH? That so7 I didn't realize you and Jerry knew each other so

14. well. What kind of a lecture did you give Ben, Jerry7

16. JERRY Aw I dldn®t mean it to be a lecture* It was during fire

18. season and Mr, Stonedecker didn’t have his axe shovel and

17. bucket along like we require

18. ben That's right Something about one of those silly regulations

19. of your's. Jlra, But he cut the log out of the road and did a

20.
good Job of it too.

JIM It^'s a pretty good Idea to have a shovel and axe and bucket

22.
along when you go to the woods, regulation or no regulation.

23. Ben, They come In pretty handy soraetlmes.

24.

26.





Pag* V

BEN; That 8 what I found out when I got hung up on RooX Creek

2.
Don't worry, I knew the young fellow was right. I been

5. carrying an out-fit with me ever since ^ot the whole

4.
works out there in the car right now<,

5. JIM; Uh« Sort of a surprise to see you knockln* around up here

6. In the woods this time of year, B?n.

7. 3ENs Oh, I git around.. Jim. I got a little business to tend to

8. up this way.. That's why I stopped in herCo Theresa one or

9. two things I d like to talk over with you^

10. jm% Why surCp Ben<, What s on your mind7

11. BEN'. Well, uh^ this Is more or less confidential. Jim Look

12. put on your hat and coat and take a little ran up the road

13. with meo YouSe got time haven’t you? We can talk while

14. we* re riding.

16. JIM" Well^ I guess I can get away all right. Where do you figure

16. on takln' me, Ben?

17. BEN

"

I Just want to run up to Lee Goodhart a place for a few

18. minutes, Jim.

19. JIMS K-ra-ra, I been wantin' to get up by Lee's place myself

20. He was in the other day askln® for a permit to cut some

21. poles for a fence. Can you hold down the fort for a couple

22. of hours, Jeri?y?

23. JERRY: Sure Jim® Go ahead*

24. JUvl: Okay, Ben, Let's go«

26. SOUND OF DOOR OPENING* ,
"
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JERRY s (SLIGHTLY OFF) See you again Mr, Stonedecker_ (FADING

OUT-TO HIMSELF) You hard-headed, old penny-pinohln® so and

3.

MUSIC UP AND OUT

SOUND OF HIGH POWERED CAR IN MOTION

JIM” Uh-huh These ruts are sort of rough, aren t they^ Fall

rains knocked the bottom out of the roads up this way worse

than I thought

BEN: Yeah, — Well^ Jim ^hat do you think I ought to do? It

isn-t often I ask for advice on a business deal But you

know these people up here better than I do and I®d like

12 .
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to have your slant,

Well it®s Just like I told you Ben I'd sure hate to

see Lee Goodhart put off that land. He®B a good honest

hardworking farmer and he'

s

got a heart as big as a washtub.

Everybody likes him. It a Just that he^s had one bad break

after another, and through no fault of his either^ He’s

not a bad manager.

I know he®c a good manager, Jim, Otherwise I wouldn t have

loaned him the money in the first place. But he hasn^t paid

a cent on the principal for the last two years. Now with

his barn gone, I'm afraid he won't even be able to pay the

Interest.,

Woopi Stay on the left side of that mud-hole. I got hung

up In there once last year and had to get a team to pull

me out*

4





BENS

JIMS

BENS

JIMS

BENS

JIMS

BENS

JIMS

BENS

JIM^

BEN:

Page ^

You ought to get out a special winter road map for this

countrye One you could chart all the raud-holes on«

(SOUND OF GAR IN LOW GEAR PULLING OUT) Well, we made

that one any%vay

Yeaho That’s the last one that'^s bad between here and

Goodharts

What about that piece of timber on Ocoahart's place Jim?

Could I get my money back on that?

If Its handled right you could get your money back and

more too I’d say that piece of pine timber Lee’s got

there was good security There a some of it now, Part

of that pine will go 15 thousand board feet to the acre*

In a way I sure hate to do it Jim. But I just can’t sec

any way out but to close the mortgage Goodhart hasn^t

any capital to log his timber even If he wanted to«

There's Lee’s place now.

Say. Am I seeing things? There’s a brand new barn therCc

Uh Huh.

Jim, you old fox, you been holdln® out on me. Now, where'

d

Goodhart ever get enough money for a new bam like that?

(CHUCKLES) I kind of figured you^d be Interested in that

barn«, First time I’ve seen It myself.

Well, why didn’t somebody tell me? A barn like that must

have cost a thousand dollars If it cost a cent.
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There *8 Lee out there workin- on it now Pull up here smd

let a walk over and take a look at that new barn

SOUND OF CAH STOPPING

BElCs If I didn’t see It I d never believe it

SOUND OP CAH DCORS CLOSING

LEfiJ (OFF MIKE SHOUTING HEARTY WELCOME; Hi Ranger.. Where® d you

get the limousine^ (COMING UP AND COOLING) Oh hello

Mr Stonodecker

JIM?

BENS

LEE?

JIMJ

How are you Lee? Ben heard about this new barn of youre and

thought he*d like to corae up and take a look at it, I Just

sort of tagged along figurin’ maybe he d be enough impressed

to buy a share or two in that new saw-mill cooperative hlrase

Sawmill cooperative.. Um -'ah - yes^ How are you Lee? Too

bad about your other barn burning down

Yeah But It seems like those things happen. (SHORT LAUGH)

To me, anyway. Come on over here and see this new one.

(ENTHUSIASTICALLY) I*ra telling you Jira^ the way the boys

tied in and set up that barn was nobody’s business Those

logs I had decked up to sell this winter (LET DOWN) well;,

I won t be able to sell them now but they*ve gone Into the

barn* They were all seasoned, and If I do say so^ its one

of the best barns In the county.

It • sure Is a good Job, all rights You*re better off now

than you were before.
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(HESITANTLY) Well, I don*t hiiow Jim, I*ve got a better

barn, but losin* the other one hurt me all right* I gueae

Mrp Stonedecker probably figured on thai: I was aimln* to

sell the logs that went Into this barn to pay back some of

the money he loaned me,

U-m-m* How much did this barn cost you, Lee^

Well, countin’ nails, hinges, a couple of sacks of cement

and the labor eind all it comes to about $100,

(ASTONISHED) A hundred dollars I Why roan/ it Just can’t be

done. This bam Is worth a thousand dollars at least*

(LAUGHS) Maybe It can't be done but here it is, And I*ve

got all the receipts for the cash I spent to prove it, —

>

It'e the cooperative that did it. And J5.m*8 the one that

got us started on that

All I did was make a few suggestions, Lee boys did

the rest

Say Jim What is this cooperative you keep talkin about

^

anyway^

Mayb«5 you better explain it to him L^e Yov re part of

it sc you ought to know more about It than I do

26 .
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Nobody Jrnowe any mor<? it tbar* you do, Jim* But It *8

like this, Mr, Stonedecker. Here *8 a bunch of us small time

farmers suid ranchers and we*ve all got a little piece of

timber on our place* None of us know much about how much

the timber is worth or how to take care of It — except to

keep fire fiut of it '^®11^, 1" we all get together we can

get some one to help us take care of our trees —
• manage 'em

and market era like they should be Jim, here. Is a

forester and he knows this tree business —‘ selective cutting

and sustained yield management and this other stuff* So

every time we decide to cut some trees we get him to come

around and show us how to mark the trees that ought to be

cut

.

'Hiat's all all right but how do you get the lumber cut?
I

^ell we got to figurin' since we was growin'^ the timber we

might as well get together on a little portable sawmill and

cut what lumber we needed right on the place. And It pays

too.

Looking at this barn of yours I d say It did pay and then

some.

(RELUCTANTLY) While you “re here I might as well tell you

about that mortgage, Stonedeoker I been Intendin' to

drive down to Wniow Glen and see you but —
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1. BEN: (CUTTING IN) Oil forget the mortgage, Lee, I think I can

2. car-y that another year or so till you get on your feet.

3. But about this cooperative. 'Xou know I ve got a little

4. piece of timber on that place of mine up there on Turtle

6. Creek. Now some of those Tauildlngs of mine need

6. JBIs (CHUCKLES) Looks like you've got another custo-mer for

7. your cooperative Lee..

8. LEF (FADING) Well, by gosh, Mr Stonedecker. We never

9. figured YOU d be Interested in comln

10. MUSIC

s

FINALE

11. ANNOUNCER Uncle Sam's Forest Rangers oomc to you every Friday on the

12. National Farm and Home Hour through the courtesy of the

13. National Broadcasting Company, with the cooperation of the

14. United States Forest Service
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