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Using Open Data and Stories to 
Broaden Crowd Content





Terra Incognita, by Catherine D’Ignazio, helps users explore knowledge about the world



ActionPath, by Erhardt Graeff, offers geo-fenced invitations (on your phone) to civic action







@natematias @andresmh @elenaagp





Capitol Hill Garage Sale               2012
photo by Dave Lichterman

http://lavid.me/


Seattle Neighborhood Twitter Interactions

Data from Feb 2013, analysis by Emma Spiro, Shelly Farnham
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Crowdsourcing !
Event 
Reporting

Elena Agapie, Andrés Monroy-Hernández, Jaime Teevan, Todd 
Newman, Melissa Quintanilha  

Microsoft Research, FUSE Labs



Kittur et al (UIST’11) 
Bernstein et al (UIST’10) 
Nichols et al (CSCW’12),  
Alt et al (NordiCHI’10) 
Väätäjä et al, CSCW’12 
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Images by Simon Child, Lance Weisser, Luis Prado, Dillon Arloff, from The Noun Project

publishers

!

!

The Public

Powerful 
People & 

Institutions

Advocacy

Transparency



38
[Jurney, Dorothy Misener (1909-2002), Papers, 1920-1992 (C3904), 
The State Historical Society of Missouri, Manuscript Collection-Columbia]

http://shs.umsystem.edu/manuscripts/invent/3904.pdf


Employment Measurements
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ASNE: % US Women Reporters & Writers, 2005- 2012 

Source: American Society of Newspaper Editors



Source: “Who Makes the News?”  
Global Media Monitoring Project





I fear the attention we’ve already given them has either 
motivated their editors to disdain the mirrors we’ve 
held up to further neglect or encouraged them to 
actively turn those mirrors into funhouse parodies at 
costs to women	


!

!

King,  A. Vida Count 2012: Mic Check, Redux.  
VIDA Women in Literary Arts, March 4, 2013 
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Images by Simon Child, Lance Weisser, Luis Prado, Dillon Arloff, from The Noun Project
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Who’s Quoted and Mentioned

natematias.com/medialab/gv-viewer/

http://natematias.com/medialab/gv-viewer/


@ireneros@natematias Adam Hyland



Tools

@natematias@ireneros Adam Hyland Bocoup



Open Gender Tracker Interactive API Explorer  
(montage of interface elements, articles mentioning Beer, Boston Globe, Jan - March 2013) 



MIT Media Lab

text Gender Analysis API
https://github.com/OpenGenderTracking/

Author

Content Overview

Mentioned / Quoted

GET /gender?name = Dan Sinker

POST /content $text = <TEXT>

POST /mentioned $text = <TEXT>

@gaba@natematias

https://github.com/OpenGenderTracking/
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Social Media
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The performance of people I need to follow for 
politeness and algorithmic stuff is more male. The 
people that I actually follow and read every day is 
more female. [....]   
!

Key to this is acknowledging that I work in the tech 
sector and that there's a lot of politeness involved 
with following people so as to not offend. And since 
the tech sector is predominantly male, this bias is 
visible.
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I was baffled by the result – so far from what I 
perceived about my own account!...  
!

!

I *loved* the idea of being told how many women I 
would have to follow to bring up my percentage of 
female ‘followees’ by 5%
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Randomised Trial of FollowBias, over two weeks 

SLIDE OMITTED
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