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The following preliminary reuwort has been submitted today fo the Secrebtary
of Jormerce 3y Denis Hullizan, Chief of the Enforcement Section of the Buream of
Ar Commerce, novw at Kansas City. The complete snd fingl report will be made
sthlic following further investigation and public hesrings.

"A sericus aircrzft aceident i1m scheduled air line operation 1nvolving
iicensed aircraft 110-13785 of United States regietry, occurred aboul 3:30 a.m.
Yonday, May 5, 1325, at a point approrxamstely 5 miles west and 1—1/2 miles south
of the town of Atlantsz, lizcon County, ¥issouri, The airplane in guestion was
omed and operated by Transcantinental and Western Air, Inc., having its main
cffices at 1775 Broadway, Nev York City. At the fiuwe of the accident 1t was
teing aperated orn flight Ko. 6§, ezstbouxnd, having originated at Grand Central
hir Termingl, Glendale, California, at 4:00 permn. hey 5. This flight schedule
carried passSengers, Ml and =2xpress. 1t had wmade one scheduled stor at Altw~
clerque, Wew Meiico and then proceeded eastward.

"At the tiue of schedulsd arrivel at Kansas City of N0-13735, ke ceiliag
end visibility 1n and about fhat nlsce had materizlly lowered so that 2 laznding
was  : effected becguse of the unfavorsole weather cornditions developing ab
1ts termingl, snd tae exisience of more favorable conditions to the north aad
zast of Kansas City. Veathsr information perta:ning to FEirkeville and surroundia
territory was broadcast to the pilot by the Alrways Radro Stabtion abt Kansazs Oity
ant. the Depariment of Commerce irtermediste lsnding field at Kirksville, Mo.,
and cn the four rzdio frequencies assigned to IWA. 3Secazuse of the more Tavorable
weather conditions exzsting at Kirksville, effort was made through the same radic
facilities to direct the plans 1nio HKirksville antermediate freld. Definite
mowledge zs to the proper functicring of the ¥ansas Gity radio beam and weather

brozdcast was establighsd by the reporis of & second plane 1n that area at astoub
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the same pericds The aircraft touched the ground at the asbove-mentioned point
(6 miles west and 1-1/2 miles south of Atlanta). Whether the plane struck the
ground while the pilot was attempting to make an emergency lsnding, or whether
because the available fuel supply had been exhausted, or for other reasons,
cammot, at this point 1n our investigation, be decided.®

The Bureau of Arr Commerce feels that no effort should be spared to make
avallabie the new radio approach system which has been successfully tested by
the Bureau for the past 18 months and equipment for which has been on order for

some months,
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