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INTERNATIONAL HILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, et al

ARAKI Sadao,
- Defendants =
ry LA NIE
RASE TOSHIKAZU

Having first duly sworn an oath as on the attached sheet,
in accordance with the procedure prevalling in my country, 1
hereby depose as follows:

l. I entered the Japanese Ioreign Ministry in 1925, and
was appointed Chizsf of the Flirst Section of the Bureau of American
Affairs of that ministry in November 1941, continuing in that
position until April 194%. In the course of my official duties
as such section chief I was familiar with the matters herecin
testified to.

2e Soon after my arrival at the Lapfl n liinistry at about
10 o'eclock in the morning of 7 December 1941 (Tokyo time), I
received information from the Domei News Agency that the United
Press had carried a report to th@ effect that the State Department
had announced the dicna2tch of a pers.nal message by President
noosevelt addressed to His haj“” ti% Hmraror. I immediately re-

c
ported the matter to my superliors, i101UdlﬂT liessrs. Togo, the
re

1

Foreign liinlister, Nishi, Vice Foreipgn Minister and 'amﬁmoto the
Dl“GCtﬁP of the American oureau, 1 then telephoned to ﬂlort
lMarquis datsudaira, private secretary to thie Lord Privy Seal, and
asked him to let us know at once when and if the Imps :rial Palace
received the President's message. F Ne WE nder the 1lmpres-
sion that, belng a personal messaga, sant directly

to the Emperor, as in the case of the Panay incident of December
1937. An urgent telegram was dispatched without delay to Admiral
Nomura, our Ambassador in ashington, instructing him to make
ingquiries into, and report oack upon the matter (telesgram no. 905
from Togo to Nomura, Defense Document No. 1,01-F=3), Apparently
erossing this telegram on the way, A2 short ~i3pqtch from Admiral
Nomura arrived at the Foreign Ministry in the afternoon (telegram
no. 1275 from Nomura to Togo, Defense Document no. 1,01-E-3).

Thls confirming the aut“enticmty of the press news, I instructed
all the staff 1in FT office to be alerted for urgent work and
waited for the of the message in question. However, as
nothing Aa“ﬂeﬂed rot in touch with Marquis lMatsudaira once
azain in the evening, shortly after € P.M., by telephoning his
residence. 1 was tol@ t_.u the rresident's message had not ar-

rived 3*t3t .

3. At about 10:15 P.M. llr. Tomoda TiI‘5 private secretary
to the Foreign lMinlste lved a te lephOQe call from the
Kmerican Tmbassy requs ﬂ m to make an appointment around mid-
night for the Ambassa ' | t%“ Fopreien Minister. I 1mAdsoraotal
that Mr. Tomoda asked 1I TDe€ rassador could not wait untlil the
next morning, but was told tThatl an urgent telogram wae belng de=-
coded and that the Ambassador wanted to see Mr. Tog o 18 S0oON Aas
i1t was ready. =hortly after midni’hf--at about 1250 A.kl.,
£ December--Lr. Grew came to the oflficial residence of the Foreign
Minister where the interview took ;lace, I was precent at tThils
meeting and interpreted the conversation. Saylng that he had re-
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ceived an urgent message asident to the Emperor, MNr.
Grew renuested the IMorelg to arrange an audience for
him. lir. Togo replied tha; as unusual to take action on a
recuest for audience at mldn and inquired about the substance
of the message. Thereupon, e Ambassador left a copy of the mes-
sage with lMr. Togo for the lattar s reference, and took leave of
the Foreign Ministzsr after repeating hils ruuueq+ for the audlience,
stressing the extreme gravity of the situation. The interview
lasted about 15 minutes. Ilir. Togo gave me the copy and asked me
t~ translate it into Japanesc as quickly as possible. I did so
with the help of my staff. 1 “till vividly remember the very
tense atmosphere that prevalled 1n my Dfllcu, where everybody
worked frantically in order to avold delay Wn translating the
message. Meanwhile, lMr. Togo got in touch with Marquis Kido, the
Lord Privy Seal, b“ telephone, asking him to arrange for him to
eport the matter to the Throne. e _ der:tand, went toO
th Premier's residence, consulted wi onexr: ..;ﬂ snd lef't his
of ficial residence 2t abaut 2 A0 he +m) a]l i'alace, there
informing the Zmpe ff the Presld ] messAag "~; receiving
the answer to be c tl T ' $4s |

In accordance with 1n 1ct 1 ziven me on the previous
ested llr. Grew ezarly in the morning of ? December to
}af ign Minister, This was originally for the purpos

wansador va cony of fMe memorandum of the
arminatinz the diplomatic conveﬁﬂaulon
by Admiral Lomura at Washington to 1e
This meeting wculd have taiken nlace pvﬁn.if'
) midnight vizit to t‘m., Foreisn M
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3 memorandum
| v . : X | mer.t already ce=
livered to the Americ-n | : ne by Admiis lomua e told
the Ambassador also 1 ] | ]
to learn the wishas
megsage, and orally
~ut at the Ambassador’

Althouzh ilr. Grew m
memorandum of the Jﬁﬁﬂfwnva
l"ﬂffly, thff ]
unrelated
Mr. Hull
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Oﬁl*‘*”hﬂrl the Amer»ican Amba INGOor brougsht B »
the midnight interview above dcscribed.
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In accordance with my conscience I swear to tell the whole

truth, withholding nothling 2nd adding nothing.

Kase Toshikazu (seal)

On this 13th day of August 19,7
At Tokyo
DEPONENT Kase Toshikazu
I, Nishi Haruhiko, hereby certify that the above statement
was sworn to by the deponent, who affixed his signature and seal

thereto in the presence of this witness.

On the same date

At Tokyo

Witness: Nishi Haruhike (seal)




