— e s | —

.I.J..li o - ._-.-

._-.;fr _:_ . ,ﬁu & oty




sington Cate, W.8. in the
attached phoutoste’

COpPYy OXf Lhs gra.sm | : _. J’alln__jry to :t_]_._y

iven

SWORN by the sal

s B, -:-u‘-lr ‘.t"‘-'-u_-?' -L-'L 'r."' -.‘;-
- il & e

i - —— - e g — T ——— - P

NN NN NN

YeAacr

- —— -

wer 1crr Catase.




-

s wl
S8 L an _adh SRR

Def's Doc, #1849

Japanese in Hongkong . January to July, 1942,
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Dof. Doc. #1E49

for what

.

Consulate

entire

measures werc being taken to contro?
werc requircd for any one moving
apancse Censul General, askin:
diplomatic protcetion for
US. C
IIre Klmura scnt ¢ vice-con 1 (L Gar, gave me his own card, and
asked thet I call on him the “cilowiao . nis officc in Hongkong.
Lfter 2 long g sation with two Japancse officers Lir.
Kimura was asle to get for me o military pas 1 hils owin personal guarant.c
aund nmy promisc to repu t to him cvery ten d: nad @ nuwabcer of intervic.,
with hin, oftun chutiing fer ncarly aa ho r 4 dlscusscd thc war prctty

thoroughly 2ad I wocs of the im —e=3ion that he was horrified at what had .

far too a# ute t- ., uch I do know, fraa eye=-

fitaesscs, that v 1c fumous march down the Peak took placc, all tlc
rcsidu‘ walki ovii with w luggag. they could carry in their hands,

young, old, sick or wecll, lMr. Kimura rounded up cvery motor car hc could get

hold of «nd scant thew up the peck to bring "coplc down., He did so much to
) T3

alleviats the awful conditions thot Hongkong rcesidecats found themsclves in
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Def. Doc. #1349

that the Army authorities head Qin on the mat and tixrcatened him with

Scverc punishment if he ¢id not ccasz his efforts, and forbade him sceing

Dr Sclwyn-Clark, and various other British still at larec,

when he was about to be transferrcd I had an intervi-y with him

and he told me that iir. Takio Odc was coming, as Chief of thc Burcau

of Foreign Affairs, t.at he would have all the autnority and pouwecr

and If'recedoa that he lacked, and that he would look af'ter gy husband

and mc and be in appo-sition to do much more for us,

Mre Kiuara vias a
quict vcry plcasant mannercd mon, mest unaggressive, znd felg very nwust
the position e was put in by the Ay, and his oun :n2Lility to help us.

Mre. 022, Takio 0da, was a :uch LIOTC agzreesive perscnelity. He

W&S a riost ag \blc, good lookinz man, about 35 years cf

~y 'S r\"‘[‘ T*TEY €
L »~ 3 CiLll Wil

-~ & 3 * P . = ~ 4 wie " 5 s
SLA l'U. t \.) 14\..4.1 # Stlld l‘\._., Ct L-l..v LTHIL ul {:‘ (_:.-O.L.]_,,_}‘{'.-._-'.;I".m‘:L

» While stationed at the Japancse

Babassy in Washington. To iasur. nis o aut ority as Chief of the

Burcau of Foreign Affairs in [ongxons;, he had had hinself mcde a Coloncl

in the Aray, although his suave good looks makc an arusing contrast to

the truculent apeishness of a good many of the Japanesc Arnmyy officers.

He was also a nmember of the Black Dragon Socicty. Hc took over conplcte

charge of affairs on his arrival, and immediately instituted the scnding

cf’ parcels to Staalcey Jail, viherc about 23500 prisoners werc intcraed.

Counditions there, duc to underfceding and overcrowding vicre very bad and

the parcels weat a long way to allceviate conditions for tho lucky fow whc

werc recipicntse I understand about 500 parcels a weck werc the average.

Thosc wiio had no friends in Hengkong werc unlucky. Red Cross parccls were

undelivercd, and specia grants Of nioncy were so whittled down and prices

...3..
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Viei%s every weli t» tle Frorch orp=tal by t.uo prisoncrs from

Stanley, for medica) treatment vere a’so 1nstituted by . oda, o the

- . = _ S—_ - ‘ - el N 5 o : S nes oo -, 2l = B
appeal of Ur Felwn-(laxice ™his kepl » 1inx goinz bebween Stanicy and

C

the outer wvorld,

The kindnessus showvn by ire %2 t0 ny husband and ric werc inounerabl .

HC Ciue oul To see wmy aushend pereonolly. He lent us rioilcy out of his

m-r

. R 2 9 a4y -y ‘ ) e > r’ *{'d' -Kj‘ﬂ.
JOCKCTe ¢ ¥3 8 cecnsideradlc B Iroia Jupancsce Governncn
own bocke . aiud leter a censiderablc sum Jup

auchorities. I had it translated by & Chinese fricnd who teld we, MWell,

you certainly are unider VoY hizh orotecti.vg,. e I racant T had courtcous

treat ¢t from 2ll scni \.c8, who gzuardied al-

tuc roads dvorywherc in
Hongkong. 'c spearcd no ef'Tort to protect us in every way, and on ny
husbandis death scat - repreeentative to the funeral, with o Qugc vrcath
Iroa the mcubers of the For:ign Affairs Burecau, and caue Personally to
call the following day to CXPress ..1s sympatiy. He never +08% an
opportunity to shiow me & kindness, althoueh he was eXtremely bad tec.apered

. < - 1 - ) . ” L 1 ,-J- . .
ot tines, particular.y at t.e tine when thc Daaistle bambing of Japan
A

took placc and his cwi fauily vere enda fered. e did far morc than

could have been c.pectecd, with so mach understauding, it is hard to

bclieve it all, 100k Lhg back no:

“Owe He sald to me onc day, "Why do you

WOrry wiciu I cua lroks g atter you." 7 couldn't ask for L1ore thain that
I Supposce. 4ind T as fortunate to getl avay on the Gripsholn, again

Wwith his help, befor. he was tra sferrcu fronm Hongkong,
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Dcfe Doc. #1849

He hcted the work, after tuo mont..s therc.,

He e tcd his oun

incbility to rclicve the suf.»ring there. He told F-thor Joy, thc head

of the Jesuit Procrcocturc, who was a great fric

nd of ours and told rc.

Fatlicr Joy wouléd bc an invaluable witness for the defcnee for a’’

"gocd Japancsc® in Honglong. He got about cverywherc and knows then all,

R _ ’ . L g E
gxiongs Bul Mr. Zinrdecl. the rcpresentative,

- aa ahe §
o -~u-1...:r 31-1

ves, telil thom to

sl

xly as they can,

have donc so nuch

A A ! .17 R o
I o not belicve 11 the facce

. 2T 2% re v B e bl TP ek ot o _ a
Of tL-L'-.- L-tULLd‘u.-lr..l_.t I__'_' .:. :...1:_.-1. O'l-'c ;-4:- :ruat

. . . is L 1 : e - .
Usles 1N T Censulate Cene-al a

Wes 01 of the a.Tor the cCcuinations

- .-1--' - - - .1- ‘ » Y9 . = -~ = ; d La - o . ~— ~— m '.‘ 4 .
hii now, in the Hono, g & Shangh Fank, dealing outr pesses to 3rd

- - M S saa W ‘
handling thoa all, and

N pariicular the Koewegian Consul

who made a scenc beceausce aprarcni.y he was not to have 2 nass. with
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fucii courtvesy and tac. it was hared to be'<~ve he was one of the hated

Japanese, 2 siightly over a period of

several m

an1 went away to Japan.
ne coulcénit s

R 2 deup

to help

18 the stcry I was

L]
-

ing, and teing unable to

g
he did everything possible
one dayv, wihich he had

w husband,

g, and was away in Tokyo

2l ¢alling card, to use in

pegeage thot if I found rnyseif in any
“en ma<ing things defficult
He pcrsorally took Liae.

whove husband was in the Hengkong

e on the P2k, in an effort to get sane

their .ouse. They at the SunHua

Hotel with the cicer ped her load up a biz load

of thingsin his ovwm motor ner down the Feak againe

Stienow I ecannot o

b -

such a thing, Cr-:

-

I net Lir. N . anann =whe ay military pass fran Mr. Kinura, 2t

lunch at a very baa ressauran® o the Qucen's Road, where I had gone to

get samething to eat other than hogpital fare, which was bad, to put it

- =




Def. Doc. #1849

ildly. The food at the restaurant was bad too, and I locked up fram the

table I was sitting at, to secc a pleasant faced niddle azed Japanese

sit down opposite me. He so politely inquired if I minded that when he

ordered Beef Steak I remarked '~ at it was really shoeleather and found
myself in a conversation with hin.

He was curious to know who I was and

how I happened to be out of Stanley Jail. He knew of ny nusband, and

wec found so many congeaial topicS to talk about that an hour and a

half passed before the ®lunch ®* was over, he insisting on payir . for it,
although I assured him thot T

was still soivent, He replied that I
had better keep it, I would n.cd it. My inpressiou was thai 1lthough

Japanesc Army in Hongkong, he 4id nct ajprove of

He had been agant for the Mitsui Bussan Kaishea. He inguired if

hc could do anytuing for us, epda said to call on him if he could, I
loter found that he had spokon ©o Mr. 0da about us in an effox
'H8e A very kindly pacific man, I thought,

tO ‘help
The rcpatriation ship, the Asarx : Hongkong on the 29th
of Junc, if I remember rizhily. Things went very smoothly fraa the
& Japa.uese crevw

v lacludiag cabin stewards and stewardcecssese Accommaodations

were externely crowded, the shi: 7as s

L= i

uiply packed and to avoid complicatioi
the Japanesc had requested the Lwrican Fabassy officials to undertake
the billeting of the passengers. This had been done most efficicn.ly

and averyone went to his appointed berth at onece without delay. &4ll .
one had was a berth aund in our cabin f'our pcople were packed in a ecbin
intended only for thlce. e ncnaged well enough however and there was

a very good atuosphere in that tiny roon.

.




Doce #1849

Some bizhearted person, in the Embassy I heard nad the idea.that
the men on board shoudld disregard seiénorit and give up their A and
B deck cabins so that pcorie of lesser importance, particularly the
missionaries,with the’¢ 1 ge Tanmilics of children should have the
coamfort c. better acc rmodaiicrs. £o. all members of the American
Embassy and Consular Services, with the exception of Mr Southard, the
Consul General from Hongkong, and the £.ath American Diplomats vacated
their cabins and went below to the stecrage. Therce may have been others wi
held on to their good ceabins, but I did not hear of it if they did,
Although there was a certain amount of grumbling by wives separated
fraoa their husbands who slept down below it wes all done with considerable
good spirit. Those wvho might possibly .Lave objected vigorously under
more normal conditions vere held to discrete silence by populare opinions
I have since heard that Mr. Grew kept his ccbine This seems quitec likely-
Arrangcnents on the jsawa Maru were nost efficiently planied and
carried out as proved by the smooth running of everything during the
rionth's journey froa Horngkcng to Iorenzo jMarques. Therc was ample food
sucii as it was, it wee well cooked and served and on the 4th of July

the Chief distinguished hincsclif by s=erving amusinzly oriental cake,

large layer cakes, dezorated wit!: ed, white and blue decorations to

celebrate the day. I sec.: to remember some inscription on the cake

on our table, but cannot remember just whate I noted it at the tiae
however and thowght hov tvpizel ouad how rather nice. This in particular
because thosc people on tlie Asara Maru, with few exeeptions, hatcd the

Japanese witii & deadly hate, very often with the greatest justification

-0 i




Def. Doc. #1849

and the Japanese were well aware of it. They did not darc say .wch, people

spoke quietly when they spoke at all, because they could not be sure that
they mizht be detained on the Jsama Meru, and returnedé to Jonar as prisoners

That fear did not 1ift until Lorenzo Margques was reached cnd we were off the

Asare Varu.

Perticular mention should be made, and credit ziven to the

- -

chariing Chicef Deck Stewert who was the cone and only Japanc

30

who did not avoid the passengers. Hz did everytiiinz poscsi.

.

'J—-'\L..-. L

the Jjourney camt'ortcble and plecsant
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and kind.ineess th spoke to him a day or two befor: rcaching Loienzo
; .

Marques, saying tho * one wished hin Yo know thetr it hed bean noticed

and apprcciated, vO 5Ly, nut told. me that he had

'

becn Chief Deck Stewart on one of the big 7 Lpanesce line n tiic U,S,

Japcn run for nany years. Oscav of the Weldorf in Ne

w York couldn't have

beca niore charning or efficicent,

The month's journcy on the Gripsholil wia: an eatirely differcnt affair.

We arrived on boarda, 1,590 passengers, and were aslked to sit

e b e e !L.

around on the

decks till cabins verc cleaned an ecired reasonable enough

' A —— 14 A haarvwad e ar] _ )
an excellent ].11.1311, ChcCICOG pPeolic u? eon=

Tels "”"11"" 1 2 - 14 £ S . -~ 3 y €9 e L -~ ol LY. Y N - S Ta v ]
siderably <s the long tabtles oaned under the loads of food such

as vec acd
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cabins and everyting would be recdy by lcte afternoon. Arrangeixnt

for food, diningroon arrangements and the food 1tsclf were at all tines

11 s

The asleiinz of 2abins however smas LA SC a1 the start
PDiileting officers had been
ts, and th2at they were too
or not I ai not in 2 positioL
I do know hewever arcund that ship the evcning of the
first day with friends and t.en queued up ti.l four in tle lorning, and

finolly was given eabin 1.4, to find it occupled by [r. Southard and tirc

Cirerals., (s I am rathcer inclined to forage for
Se. . suitcase, all we were allowved to have with us,
ne

24

1178t unoccupied xabin T sould find. Fcople slept

L.

on the floors, in the salocone, anywvhere they lilked,

The ncxt day was a renetitio: of the first, queucs of peopnlec,

aad still no cabin, decks and picked out a small two

pirth cabin and settled down there for two days, it was 3ré class

ver than nothing, and &ll good eabins were occupicc

by Eabcssy, (onsular and other officials and their wives, and oy tuc

Souts /nerican diplomnt: hter five days I was inforned that I could not

have bcrtii therc and eould go to Deck in an

S

insid nave a top berth in an eight berth cabin with

SO 11ssionari~os iected to this as 1 husbaind was Consul Gecneral

in the British CGcousilar Serviceo, and T was travelling at thc expeciasc of
tac British Govermicnv. 70, Eroimmst uvruaright, a Secrctary fra.: the Eabas:

in Chungking was oa toard, had a nost confortable cabin on / deck, and ca

e 10 =
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. () "l
El'e 'r% his ecabin for two davs while I got the metter

to the rescue,
AN

scttled with an extrencly autoceratic Pc. ion who secried to be doing billetiu

Just as well too, as T had (evelconad 4-8evere cold and inflaiwation in

Oneé car which the doctor saig clircntaned troudble, a8 a rcsult of strain.

The doctior filled re full o; silifanilinide, which ade e even Lore iika

but eventually cured the eur, and I Iinally was given a berth in an

inside cabin on B Deek, with 3720920

nissionaries, scnlority, or so they

said 't was doue, ang very scnior official, 1 did

feel that T rated a bit highcr than that, T certainly had with the

Japanese, but'I had teen so of'ten brushed off oy the lnericans doing

the billeiing, with a tough cziressiveness tuat I had 2liost forgotten

existed, being the wife of foenor officicl in China had perhaps

accustaed . to riore consideration, nor courtesy, and perhaps spolled

L d -

¢ a bit, I decided 5 mage the best of an extrenely urcorfortable

k!
®

situation. Llthough T must conf'ess, th-re were tines whcn I really

wisied I werc back in Hongkong, witu Mr. oda to look aftoer ne.

-

We werec on woy hione Were leaving all tie agony of those

months in Hongkong be! 5, that was Saethiing to rejoice over ang 1
have siance tried to Torget that last uonth on the Gripshol.: & thing
hurt you once, and it hurts you again, every tire you tiink of it.

SO I try to lorget it., s I kook back it was tle rental atiiosphere as
uch as the physical dic.onforts that made the trip on the Gripshola
SO bade TFecople had a pretiy Ded tine, they .erc unhappy, they hed

worries and anxicties but I still cannot sce what exeusc sore af the.:

33
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IIr. £ uthard's %stablc caoupanions®

Al @

-

had & de lux cabin to hinself af'ter
elfl, althouzh the

he, and fresh

bathtub with his ivggare, and
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lcueih now but it

0t seera s funr

Ccaki-~ Vacated by Sovth Zmerican diplomets at Rio were irmediately

fiiled vp by the Leracal ., ladl who had nade aliliances for

the voy:i @e wit! Arioes neubdle in xey nos.vilons e whoie 3hip

L :
2

laveghed over that 'nd 82 it gc2s on, and is best forgotien, hunan

4 . T U | S aadl Lt o F T At sl & > a
naturc in the r he experich o J TR 28 QI o Al S A i i -
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J ly thau the oLl 1
N I AR G s G R D,

czened herdly possible
the Journey

tecatrnient I had franm

ny

The five
Japacnese I contaccaed in Honckcong stzand oue 1 | ' Lis I look
back on it all, the utter aloneness, the feecling of Leing utterly

abandoned, the help they gonve us, practic efficicnt help, to the

ut.uost of their ability, ziven with so .uech sympathy and kindness,
- 19 =
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nakes e fee. tha 11 Japenese &re not war criminals, leny arc, nany

LS

have caused unspcakahlc i.fer: 0 our peouple and st be punished.

Bt ajons

only

el Ll
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