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The lomorable

The Seoretary of State

Dear 'r. Secretary:

{ have received your letter, 5WP, of Barech 8, 1945, transmitting
a copy of a letter dated Yebruary 23, 1945, addresced to you fman the
‘onorable iare Pelbr, Delegate of the International Committee of the
ded Cross in Washington, vith 2 copy of its inclosure, a letter from
the lonorable Carl J. Burckhardt, President of the International
mittes of the Red Cross 2t Cenmeva, inquiring regarding the treatment
accorded to Tfomale prisoners of wvar held YW the United Stades, lir.
Jurckhardt inquires, in particular, vhether women prisomers of war are

mwﬁtm-.hmumormlhthmm
as ¢ivilian women internees.

It is the policy of the Var Department, ae
ey female prisoners of var held YW the Uni

regard due their sex, as provided W Articles 3
Convention of 1929 lelative to the Treatment of

These provisions will continue to de followed wi

There are no female prisoneres of war presently held in the
continental United States, and 1t is not contemplsa
be transferred to thies country

(Sgd.) HENRY L. STIMSON

Jecretary of Var

INFORMATION COPY FOR SWNCC
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STATE

ll;f/;ox

“=NS__Jir, Woseley

Mr., Gardiner

VAR

Colonel McCarthy

Lt., Colonel Pennoyer
Ma jor Field

Ma jor Gunther
Lt. Spittall

NAVY

{4 PMeommander Richardson
'8 Jt, Comdr, Rockefeller
IS A JAeutenant Goilfuss

| 4o” Ensign Whiteside
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YDGAP 3‘306 Relief

Jupplies, Germany
The Homorable

The Secretary of State
W desr Mr, Seereteory:

I have your letter dated 2 April 1945, 5up g54.48 R.C.4./
3-1645, conceraing the noolings of nrisoner of wer food norecels,
end thelr dletridution in certain circunstences among Allled
prisoners of wer in Cermany, except usslonc and I8ellionsg, on an
equal basis without regard to neotionslity.

I sgree that ouch & step is desirable to the extent set forth
belovw, and sagreot that the Americon Rpd Crogs Ye suthorized $o
inform the Internstional Ted Crope Comvittee os follows:

In all cases vhere Americen mrisoncrs are segreg:ted
ond 1% is pogelble to do se, food parcels ghould bHe dle-
tributed to American prigoners of wer ot the rate of one
per week per mpn.

in compe where verious Allied nationslitios are inter-
mingled tosether, poreels should de distriduted eunlly
to all prisoncre 'vithout distinction ss to nationelity.

Upon the foregoing basis, and theasoumption that the
pool from which percels will bde thms dlstriduted A1l de
made up of stocks furmighed by all the Allied Governmonts
concerned, this Goverament vests in the Committee full

In feirness to the American personnel concerned, the effort
should be mede to see to 1% thot the provision received by them 1s
ot reduced sny further then i strictly necessary. Malantenonce
of records by the Internationsl Red Cross Comdttee ne sugensted
in your letter wvill help accomplish this. In eddition, 1t has
ooonrrdtonthesuwddbommuuntho_mhttom
attention of the Americen Fed Cross, ond $o0 thet end I am sending
the Cholrmen of $he American Red Cross a cony of this letter,
wader cover of a letter of vhich 2 copy is inclosed herevith,

Copy for SWNCC
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in reply refor to
NE T40,00L01 Fon o/‘.“’

Ny dear Er, Seecrstary:

i refeor Lo recent correspondense evrceralng
& proposal of thie Internaticnsl Ned Cross Comaite
Se0 for the esatublishaent of sanltery and iasunity
sones in Sime of war, Particular refsrence la
made to this Jepartaent's letster of February 12,
AY4) whieh tracanltted to you & ocopy of tials
vepartaent®s letter to the Promldeat of the latare
batlional Ked Cross Committeoe stating that the
United “tates Goveraneat was cospelled to view
ualaveraily eay present uadertakias tc or-ate
BUdCll EOnes.,

Cie Jwiss an. Jwedlisu ¥inisters, recestly
Sulled upon Vr, H, Vreensn Natthews, Director of
She Viflce of suropean Affalrs of this lDepsrte b,
and left with his wewrasnda ¢ouoeraing the proposed
satablishuont of = safoly sone for the protection
61 the e¢ivilian population of Shanghal, (ue eonvy of
each of these mecorenda is enclosed tesether witn
A SeLorancus suaxariziac the coanversation. The
proposec sene 1z defined i letters addrecse’ to
“re Hatthows doted Eareh 29 asd April 5, 1945 by
She Uwodlsh snd Owiss “inlsters, rospectively,
eopies ol whieh are alsc enclosed,

The Swiss and Twedlsh Covernseats indicate
that She proposal fer the estadlishaent of thils
safoly sone is Lased wpon humanitarian prissiples
and 1s motivated by a statesent, attriduted to the
Japaness authorities, that ‘haanchal would de
dotTonded militarily at all costa,

hile
he Homrntg;c

deary &, Htizson,
atetary of Jar,.




“hile the proposal for the 0stablishssat of
A safely sone at ‘hanghal appeers to be apriioable
prisarily for the proteetion of the eivilian
populiation of that elty, she adove=aenticusd lettsrs
of Warch 29 and april 5, 1945 indleate that varioue
unnased internasent csays aay de Lueorpomted ia the
YELUDOsE] 20RO

i should appreciate receliviag your comasent
with respeet to Lhs proposed safety zone 20 that
Sppropriate replies say be ande to the “wiss and
wedlish Legations and 1f deeed desirabl: % the
international ied Cross Comaittee #hieh has .
indieated 188 swport of tis plan,

\ A0%Ser Lo & siadlar gonse 18 bals
She Leeretary of tha wAYY .

ingerely yours s

Melorures:

Le Freoa lntersaticaal
Qda IS, ;mHQVR.
(S § «.‘. l;‘f;.
' Tos Swise .'.a..;,at.igﬁ‘."
hareh 2%.). i

of Ceaversation,

L1945,

.

wiss Legation,
April Je 4945,

JWP10THawley t REHADDArdsMA  4/9/45 &/12/45 F¥E WE =UR




iR reply refer to
JuF T&0 0011 ¥ otﬁolh“’

4y Qear ir, ‘ecretary:

i refer $o recent correspondence consoralag
& proposal of She Istarnasional Red Cress Consdte
See for She eatadlinhment of san!tary and {asunity
2ones ia Sime of war, PFartioulsr peference is
sade to Shls Departaent®s letter of Pedruary 12,
4945 which transuitted %o you & sopy of this
apartaent's letter to the Yresident of the !
aational led Croas Committees statins that the
“alted ‘Lates Covorasent was sospalled to yiew

Wilaverably any pmsent undertakine to orsate
SBUSNL BOnes, |

L=

che Dwlas and wndish Ministers, recantly
onlied upon Nre i, Yresman Netthews, 'irsctor of
«in CIflee of faropesan Affalirs of thic spart-ent,
and left witk his sesoranda coneersins the propaned
estasilishesnt of a safety mone for the rrotestion
el Che elivillan population of ‘hanshai, Cne cony of
aion ol Shese sanoranda in enclosed Sorether w»ith
& samorandus suassarizin: she conversatiocn., ™e
PrOPOSS. 3008 1o delfined in letters addrooss’ %o
“Ee Hatliaws dated Maron 29 and April 5, 194% My
e wedlish and wlas “inlastera, respeciivel s
eopliea of which are aloso saslosed,

The wiss and 'wedish owernsenss indieante
Shat the preposal for the establishaeont of this

safely sone 1s based wpon humanitarian prisc!isles
and 1s sotivated by a statement, attridutel to the
J‘?aa-bﬂ” .u’omr“iﬂﬂ,‘h.‘ M'M would D
defended nilitarily at all costs,.

‘hile

"he llonoratle
:ﬂ”. ?0!’1‘!33‘1. 2
eeratary of the Sawy,




--

“ile the prepecal for the eatadlishuent of
& safetly nose 4t hanghal appoars % be aprlieable
prisarily for the protecticon of She elivilian
population of that elity, She above-menticvned lettars
of Nareh 29 and April 5, 194) Londlioate Shat warious
sananed Llateranent oanps may bdeo fneorpomted ia the
propons’ sone,

i should appreciate receiving your comment
with Fespect to She propose’ safety soae »0 that
appropriate replies may %o nade %o the Swise and
wedlsh Legations and 1f deened desimadie to She
Intercational Red Croas Committes whioh Ras
indieated 1i%s support of the plan,

. Ao%ter in s sliallar sense 18 deln: sent to
the ‘ecretary of Yar,

Anosrely youra,

nelosuareost

Froa Intornatienal
“ed Crosa, Jeaneva,
“ros *“.. “ﬂgw.
Sareh ’3“6‘ L9454

Yron ¢ fan slon,
dareh 237, 1 -

temoraadiun Cenversatioa,
.,hﬂlh 9‘,.

"roa ‘wedlish Lesation,
“Arch 29. 19456

froex "wiss Legation,

April S0 4945,

SUT10THawley :RUHADbard: JOFs MA &/9/45 &/12/45 ¥R wx WUR
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SECRET

The Honorable
The Secretary of State

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Your communication of 14 March 1945, reference SWP, concerning
recent difficulties experienced by the International Committee of
the Red Crose in the distribution of books te German prisoners of
war has been the subject of careful investigation, I have alse
éxamined the copy of a letter dated B March 1945 from Mr. lare Peter,
Jelegate of the International Committee of the Red Crose, to the
Department of State, and the vext of a proposed message which Mr,
Peter submitted to your Department before tranemittal to Geneva,
Switzerland,

The Provest Marshal General, who is charged with carrying out
the reorientation program for German prisonere of war in the United
States, has been of the view that certain German-language books,
though acceptable by ordinary censorship standards, contain materiel
detrimental to the reorientation program. Owing to mechanical and
lialson considerations and the unusually heavy inflow of books in
Ffebruary, a large stock of dilsapproved books accumulated at the
washington headquarters of the International Red Cross which, as a
consequence, temporarily lacked sufficient space to receive additional
books, As an accommodation, arrangemente were made to remove all dis-
approved booke from the Washington headquarters of the International
ded Cross and warehouse them at the Enemy Prisoner of War Information
Bureau, Fort Meade, Maryland, One load of booke has already been re-
moved, and additional books will be picked up as rapidly as the Inter-
national Red Cross Committee desires, Consequently, I do not believe
any more difficulty will be experienced in this regard., '

Concerning $he reluctance of the International Red Crose to check
incoming books againet the disapproved lists, I am pleased to inform
you that such action will no longer be necessary. Arrangemente have
been completed whereby the United States District Postal Censor in
New York City will honor liste of disapproved books furnished by The
Provost Marehal General, and books which are listed as unsuitadle from
the viewpoint of the reindoctrination program will be withheld by the
District Postal Censor. A close liaison hae been estadliched between
The Provost Marshal General and the District Postal Censor which will

INFORMATICN COPY POR SWNCC
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SECRE T

amply provide for the review of any new books not appearing on any
of the prepared liste, In this manner, the international Red Cross
will be relieved of responsibility in connection with the sorting or
listing of books transmitted to it by the District Poetal Censor,

A8 & result of these arrangements, I feel confident that Mr.

Peter wlll not feel compelled to send the message dated 6 March 1945

t0 the International Committee of the Red Cross at Geneva, Switzerland.
I am certain that the tranemission of that message or any other messege
which indicates that the War Department is conducting a reindoctrination
program would be highly inadvieable. However, there is no objection

t0 the sending of a message to inform the Intérnational Red Cross at
Geneva that certain titles are disapproved for distridbution to prisoners

of war provided the message does not disclose the nature or the gource
of the disapproval,

The arrangements which have been worked out should eliminate all
claims of duplication of censorship and shipping, and the accumulation

of large stocks of booke at the Delegation Headquartere of the Inter-
national Committee of the Red Crose in Washington, D. C.

As arranged at the meeting of the Interdepartmental Board on
Prisoners of War held 28 March, the larger questions of policy inveolved
in the criteria and procedurese of the ceneorship imposed by The Provost
darshal General will be considered by the subcommittee which has been

designated by the Board, and will bde the subject of a full renort to
the Board and early consideration by it.

cincerely yours,

(Sgd.) NENRY L. STIMSON

Secretary of VWar.




The Yomnreble
™he seecretary of ‘tate.
Ay dear Nr, Searetaryi

I hawe your 1etter dsted Yelruary 21, 1995,
roncerning Sthe question of supplying the internstional
‘ed Uross Committes »t Teneve with inforsstion ne %o
the revetriation of eclvilian interaecs.

I note Shat She Interaational "ed Cproge
onnitten degires %o reselive listhe of eivilian internees
selooted for repatristion and liate of thoee seturlly
repeirinted. The Yar DSspertsent has ne obhjection %o
your farnaishing the Internstional fed Creosa “ormrittee
vith the desired informmtion, and 1 conowr in your
sugeestion Shat Shie o done YW Tforwmrding %o the Inter.
aationnl "ed Cross Tenittes, Shrough the Aneriosn eps-
tion in Ywitseriand, coples of passenger listy of persons
1oaving the "nited 5%akes snd returning % the nited
“tates on exchssge wvegsels.

Mrearely yowurs,

AHMEY (e BN

secretary of vgr

'\‘__ #

r for the Secretarigt, SWNCC




