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INTERNATIONAL PROSECUTION SECTICH

REQUEST FORM 26 Dec, 1946
INCIDERT .. ACCUSED

TIECOCEER NI EXTERS MR, TAVENNER

The undersigned requests the consideration of Document ¢ _ 849
(Descridve): :

A Statement ("Exhibit 5-B#] signed Sekaibera, Shigematsu., certified
+o be a true copy by Wm. Kahoney,

Please process the entire document in English & Japanese.

t rt of
NOTE: Japanese translation is attached, This translation is paz
oaf?ficial Navy Deptl files & mst be returned to Capt. Robinson,

for introductien in evidence (snecify purmose)

As part of phase deeling with atrocities on Pacific Islands and at sea.

Staff Attorney

26 Dec, 1946
T0 THE DOCUMENT CFFICER:

The above document has been spnroved for nrocessing by you with changes
as followse: .

Y

gl

Document 3. mtral Attorney

By

Secretary
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(1) October %, 1943.

I gave the folloy 'ng order to ILt. (8G) Techibens (st present
e Ideutenant Curmmender) who was the Commanding Officer of ths hesd-
quarters coupany as well es my acting Bxecutive of ficor: "Using the zen of
the headquerters company appropristely and at a place vaich vill not
interfere with our vomitione, execute by firing squad all priscners of
ver." I remember it vas about oue hour after sunsst (not definito).
Although my recollection of the hour of execution {s not definite,
I repezber that there was a repert made by Ensign Nekomura, comuend
platoon leader under Lt. (SG) Ito, more than en hour and e half after
ny issuance of the ordar., Ninety-six (¢6) prisoners were exscuted and

one cscaped.

(2) (a) Around July 1943 an unknown person freoquently broke
into the headquarters corpany's food stores and this person was
captured in the food stores. His name is Jack. Previously a warning
was given that since the food meent life and death on the island any
person stealing fcod will be severely punished. In order to maintain
milit discipline it was necessaYy that ihe man be sxecuted, 80
It. (jg) Nonske (trensfsrred to Jej.n in October, 1943, at present a
It. (SG) exocuted the said perscu on Hajima (Peale Igland) Yy
decapitation. Before the executirn was carried out, I wroie &
gtatement giving the reason for the axecution and had this translated,
and it was read 1o the person %o Le executed by Ift. (SG) Nomoto
(injured on Octcler 7 erd later sent back to Jevan).

', (b) I velieve it was ebout October 15, 1943.

The prisoner who escaped on October 7 when the executions
woere held was discu.ered and captured near the vicinity of the food
stores, located nesr the shrine, where he oltained his food. At
that time, we freouently roceived situaticn reportis and erders from
the fleet (6th based)s, One of them being ihat, "A new end poveriul
task force wes organized and has departed fron Hawaiil, therefore
the Marghalls Area will go into their lot defensive positions. Weke
Island will prepere for ar attack force." Thus we were in the midst
of an alerted condition. In order to supress awy danger arising from
hin, I wes forced to execute tie szid person on Hajima (Feals Igland)
ahout thirty minutes after cunset on the saue day. (Executicn by
decapitation). The officer in charge of prisoners, Ensign Nekamura,
and several other enlisted men were also present at the scene.

| (3) According to the news broedcast from Sen Francisco regarding
the war criminal trials of Germans by the 4llied nations, il was said
thet the issuer of the ordsrs as well as the executors of the orders
will be persecutei. In cese the verious actions which were carried
out to my orders because the source of any trouble, it will mean that
my subordinates toc will de involved. There is mo greater grief for
the companding officer whose subordinates had to suffer tecause they
haed to carry out his absolute orders. Therefore in all cases I would

like to.shouldar the responsibility for ny subordinates.

(4) I voluntarily and without consulting any other officer
called all compaly comrrnders involved and departzent heads o &
weeting in the confereice room, and ordered that a false story de
mado, saying, "I Lave an ides so just do as I say". 1 had zmade uwp
this false story beforehand end then I issued the order. Note: at
 the second meetin: I cennot recollect 1if Petty Officar Niyaki and the

ot
S others were yresent.

(6) After the end of the war, it waes izmpossidla for me 10
obtain the contents of the Potsdam proclezetion, and thereafter I
began to realize that Japan was about to surrender unconditionally. 1
then realized that we had to obey United States orders. 4nd in
considering that in tue Imperial rescript it sald, "Not to lose faith
in the allied nations", I reconsidered and decided to confese the truth

without hesitetion.

*CERTIFIED 70 BE 4 TRUE COFY" "Exridic B-B(L)"
/8] ¥e s Mahoney
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(6) I appreciate the good trestment I am receliving.

The above statement is true to the best of my knowledge and
recollection. I Lave given it fresly end volunterily and without beling

threatened and forcad to do s0.

Sexibara, Shigematsu

—— — ———

g il —

*l " Witnessed.

¥ CERTIFIED T® BE A TRUE COPY
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"Byhibit 5-B (2)"
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