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High above the ranges of Japanese literature, two peaks are
towering in the sky: one is Lady Murasaki’s Genji Monogatari,
11th century, the other being Bakin’s Hakkenden, 19th cent-
ury. Bulky as they are, the former being 54 vols., the latter
106 vols., their greatness does not stem from their quantity,
but quality. It may be said they represent the cardinal tend-
encies of Japanese literature respectively, 1. e. mono no aware
"insecurity of life’ and kanzen choaku, ‘encouraging good
and condemning evil’, both being literary interpretations of
Buddhist nihilism and Confucian positivism. But our literary
evaluation must not concern with a doctorinal problem. Rather
we may say that intensitiveness and extensitiveness are the basic
characteristics, which make these works the masterpieces of
the aristocratic classicism and bourgeois baroque respectively.

As shown by the extensiveness, i. e., enormous variety of
topics and persuading eloquence contained in the story, Bakin’s
knowledge and interest were unusually vast and fabulous, alm-
ost to the point of being encyclopaedic, as one can find among
numerous drafts of his miscellaneous writings in our Bakin
collection, originally kept in the Seiso Bunko (FHit &), a
private library of Ozu Keiso (/fEF:ZS), a wealthy landlord
of Ise Province and intimate friend of Bakin. He was a par-
ticularly learned gentleman, owning a large collection of books,
both Japanese and Chinese, classical and modern. He was also
an ardent reader of Bakin’s works. Bakin, for his part, was
not only eager to read the books of his friend, but often showed
his friend the draft of his works before publication to seek his
advice. Many of his letters, written on paper scroll, measure
over ten metres, thus denoting his untiring energy as a writer.

Here we represent some of Bakin material in our collection,
classified and arranged in chronological order, to supply an
indispensable source material for further study of 7akizawa
Bakin (JEZEEZ) .

lakizawa was his family name, his first name being Kai

(%), but generally he was called Seiemon (4%). In his

boyhood he was named Sakichi (ZF. H%E). He used many
noms des plumes including Komin (LK), Saritsu-gyoin (FE4
WkR), Handai-chinjin (RZEHA), and Gendo (%d])), and his
studio was named Chosaku-do CGEVER). Kyokutei Bakin (g ==
H5%%) was especially used, not for the scholarly works, but for
novels, which were generally considered to he indecent litera-
ture, unbecoming of the works of a gentleman. He was born
in Edo in the 4th year of Meiwa (BHFIPY4E, 1767) and died
there on the 6th January of the first year of Kuaei (GEXKTCAE,
1848) at the age of 82. He was buried in the cemetery of

L

the Shinko-ji temple (ZEH:3) in Myégadagani, Koishikawa (/)N
AZ 4, modern Bunkys-ku, Tokyo. He was named Ch-

osakudo in-yo Saritsu koji CGEVER R BRTET B ) posthumously,
according to the Buddhist cult.
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