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BERERB LS
A STUDY ON THE PARTHENOCARPY OF THE
SHEN-CHOU PEACH (Shen-chou-mi-t’a0)
K’e .chung Ch’n,and Yu feen Feng
Summary
Shen chou mi t’a0 is a leading ' variety of peach cultivated
in Hopei. Its most striking 'featufe is that it bears fruits of
different sizes on the same branch. The smaller sized fruit is
called “T' a0 nu” (BB, but no fruit is lighter in weight
th,;\n 4% grags and hence is of commeroial value for ;aale;
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The authors have sttidied the fruit formation and observ-
ed the development of the fruit throughout the season. and
made nofes as follows:

1. After emasculation and the covering of the fruit with
a paraffin paper bag, the percentage of the parthenoca.rpic
fruit was 34 pefcent. When the flowers were covered with
paper bags only and no emasculation was carried out, the
percentage of parthenocarpic fruit was 22.3 percent. 'No kernels
were seen in such fruit.

Ze When left for na;t'ljrai pollination, the percentage of
normal fruit bearing was 8.6 to 12 percent, and the parthe;
nocarpic fruit was from 34 to 42 percent, or about one third
of all the blossoms. |

3. When this variety was pollinated by June Red (Lut-
yueh-hung) out of 35 flowers there was only one normal fruit
while 30 parthenocarpic fruits were farmed.

4. The course of development .‘of ' parthenocarpi_c_ fruit is
about the same as that of normal fruits except that the leng-
th of time for each stage of development is longer and lhence;
the date of npenmg is later.

5; The degree of dé.ily development for both fruits rea-
ches its maximum in early August.

6. The ﬁéfcentage of dropping of parthenoearpic fruits
is probebly smallér than for normal fruits.
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