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An Account of ﬁrage fort if Bees inthe Weft-1a-

dies, communicatec by M- L,

Friend of mine, Monfiear de Zillermons, informs

me, that hehas received from America; a fort of
Hony-Comb, (of a different make from the European,)
which is compofed of fmall Bottles, or Bladders of Wax,
of a brownifh colour, inclining to black : being as big as
Olives, and fhapt like the Spanifh Olives. They hang
together in Cleiters, almoft like a Bunch of Grapes, and
are fo contrived, thateach ofthemhas an Aperture dur-
ing the time of work, but itisclofed up, as foon as the
Vellel of Wax is filled with Hony ; and then the Bees go
to work at another Veflel.

Their Lodgings are ordinarily taken up in a hollow
Tree, or the Cavity of a Rock, by the Sea fide; thefe
being the propereft places to fecure them from fuch Ani-
mals, asare geeedy of their Honey, and therefore likely
to moleft them; and they havc the more need of this
Caution, becaufe they are more lyable to be difturbed,
then ordinary Bees, as having no Stings, and being ca-
pable of doing good, but no hurt to any thing, asthe
Party that lived at Cayenne, very wellknows, When the
Combs areremeved, they muft be carryed gently, and in
the fame Pofition they lay in till you come to the place,
where you defign to take out the Honey.

The Honey it {elfis clear, and liquid as Rock-water,
and hardly to be diftinguifht from it, by the fight; when
you would takeit out, you mulft pierce every bottle, with
the Thorn of awild Palm, or a Pin, a littlemore then
T fromrehe bottom 5 fag ifyou pierce it lower, you find a
botcom or fediment, whofe thicknefs would hinder it
from running : as you prick every Bottle, you have fome

Velfel ready, to receive what comes from it, My Friend
' tells
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tells me, he thinks, the liquor is one of the moft agreea-
ble things in the world. If you drink tafting, the
quantity of a good Glafs, or about half a pint, it will
give you 2 or 3 ftools, in about 2 hours time, accord-
ing ro the temperament of the Party; but ifyou drink
itat Meals, it dos not purge at all. '

My friend has alfo a fort of Ciunamon, which comes
from Guardaloupe, which is white; and another fort,
}vhich comes from Marsgnan, whichis like that of G.z-
lon.

He promifes to thew me, that Ambergrife is nothing
but the wax, mixtwith the Honey, which falls into'the
Sea, and is beat about in the Waves,between the Tropics.

He has an Ear of the fmall Melizum of Guinee, about 1o
Inches long, made juft like the great knob of a Cane; -
the Grains are nobiggerthen a pinshead, and are very
good to eat, the Negros making their finer Cakes of
them.

Monfienr Villermont having lately fent over one of thefe
Hony-combs 5 care has been taken, for the defigning, and
engraving it ; "tis reprefented Fig 1. Only allowance muft
be made /ér fome of the Bottles having been broken in car-
riage.
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