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INTRODUCTION

w Adult education has become a world movement. Al‘;W !
though both aims and methods differ as we pass from one
nation to another, there is a marked community of Spm
among educators in all lands which makes especially 51gn1ﬁcant_
the record here presented by Mr. Tung of his trip to Europe
as the adult education specialist of the Shantung EducatmnaL
Commission, For some years the author has been actwely;; |
engaged in the work of popular education in China. To hmm i
new undertaking he carried not only a rare enthusiasm and
insight, with the ability to organize and express ideas, but
also a background of practical experience as the head of ti
Adult Education Institute of the Bureau of Educatioﬁ i1
Shantung Province. There is an expressive Chinese pro
which speaks of ‘““seeing flowers. from horseback” and w.
is often used to characterize such educational excursion
The following pages are evidence, however, that Mr. T
was able to bring back both a clear 'description o
flowering of popular education in modern Europe as wi

a vitél understanding of the soil and the living roots. ‘
1 China now stands in the midst of three powerfal
conflicting systes™, which for the sake of brevity
designated by the rather stereotyped terms of deme
commun,lsm and fasmsm All these systems were rep!
in the 1tmerary of this Commission to Europe. It lsbf




interest that, while there is evidence of hearty appreciation of
the achievements in many places, in this report the place of
. first importance is given, not to the well-established institu-
tions which have grown up among the common péople of
. England and Denmark, nor to the efficient systems for forming
and controlling national spirit in Italy and Germany, nor y‘ef
to the dévotion and ingenuity with which Soviet Russia is
- shaping a new civilization out of a backward peasantry.
With the thought of his own country before him—a mighty
people with a deep-rooted culture, but threatened with political
»'dismémberment; passionately desiring national and cultural
existence, yet unready for republican institutions and stub-
' iadrnly resisting all unification superimposed from above or
. without; and in urgent need of increasing production, and of
" traihing for citizenship along with; ‘the nouriéhing of a group
' Spirit—_the author has. drawn his most direct inspiration from
. the newly—borh states of Polan& and Czechoslovakia. Absorbed
. by stronger neighbors, with their very culture proscribed;
these peoples were. yet able to keep alive a spiritual nation by
= process of education which is now going on to grapple with
.‘;he practical problems of political independence. :

- From all the nations visited he has also collected a
‘ wealth of ideas and methods which are already finding ex-
~ pression in his work. The problem- of language reform is one
- of fundamental importance for China, if education is to be

. spread among the masses. Although the traditional written
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character is intimately connected with all Chinese life and
thought to an extent scarcely to be appreciated by one not
acquainted with the language, the need seems imperative for
some phonetic alphabef for use among those whose time for"; :
study is limited. For use among Chinese immigrants, Soviet’ :
Russia has developed a system of “Latinization” which has
the merit of simplicity. A group of Chinese scholars havé
produced a slightly more complicated plan of Romanization,”: .
which through changes in spelling preserves the tones which ;
are such an essential part of the Chinese language. The
Shartung Adult Education Institute is now conducting an
experiment in teaching the latter system to farmers. As,a.r
cultural center for the village, the Institute is also advocating £

the use of the local primary school, which is often the only

institution of learning which is possible in the rural districts. 4

The expansion of education is also by necessity bound up -
with the question of the kind of education to be extended..
The tradition in China has been that of the scholar set apart
from life—the literati and the officials. The great demand
now is for a new kind of learning which will grapple effectively
with the incubus of illiteracy, but which will use the new tool
for practical living. Among an agricultural people this means
a great development of agricultural education. A farm schoqlﬁt*
should be the center of community life, and Europe offers
many inspiring examples of such institutions. The cry lﬂ

China today is for national consciousness and national spirit,



* but this can not be achieved without meeting the needs of
' evéryday life, Furthermore, the scope of adult education
should be widened to include attention to music, to athletics,
' and to organizational activities, and to make effective use of
- such potent tools as the cinema and the wireless.

An observation of the achievements of adult education
in Europe serves to deepen-the faith of the workers in China
‘ in the potentialities of what they are doing, and to encourage
them in this day of extremity to plant well the seeds which
: will inevitably bear the fruits of freedom. It is the further
conviction of the writer of these few paragraphs that, no
matter what forms it may take temporarily under the stress
of nationalism and economic pressure nor how much it may
: appear to threaten established interests, in the final analysis
the extension of education to the common people of the world
is a tremendous force for peace and the common welfare.

Arthur L. Carson,
Cheeloo University,
Tsinan, Shantung, China.
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AUTHOR’S NOTE

For the purpose of studying the latest activities apd
tendencies of adult education in Present-day Europe, the
author, delegated by the Shantung provincial Government,
during 1934 visited a number of typical institutions in Italy,
France, Switzerland, England, Denmark, Germany, Poland,,-" d
‘Czechoslovakia and Russia. Many sq}lools, societies, institutes, ;
libra.ries, clubs and museums were examined. Opinions were :
collected by personal interviews with educators, careful notes
being taken of both interviews and observations. b ,

Among the important aspects of adult education recorded
in these pages are agricultural education for peasants, technical
instruction for iaborers, the extension work of universities,

the training of youth, teacher training, campaigns against =

illiteracy, visual instruction, and education for leisure. At-
tention is also given to the problems of preparation of
educational materials, to those of finances, and to the
underlying causes of the great efforts in various lands. As
he thought of the circumstances in which China now finds
herself, the writer was especially impressed by what adult‘
education had accomplished in the re-birth, the freedom, a n
the independence of such countries as Poland and Czechoslo
vakia, achievements which had resulted from adult educatio
carried on under the most discouraging circumstances beforé
the Great War.



The record here presented may be accepted as being
accurate and reliable within the range of the author’s know-
ledge. Since much of the investigation was of necessity done
with the help of a great many different interpreters, it is
~ possible that certain errors may have crept in here and there.
For such errors, if any exist, humble apologies are offered.

Finally, the author would take this opportunity to tender
his most sincere thanks to those friends, western and Chinese,
who so kindly and unselfishly helped him in his undertaking,
and especially to the ladies whose names are mentioned
below: .

Miss D. W. Jones, general secretary of the World Asso-

ciation for Adult Education, London.
' Miss M. M. Butts, general secretary of the International
1 Bureau of Education,'Geneva.
3 Mrs. Chindon Yui-Tang, general secretary of the China
j Association for Adult Education, Wousih, China.
‘ June 6, 1936.

H. Tung, director,

Shantung Provincial Adult Education Institute,
Tsinan, Shantung, China.
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