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and he gave him leave to walk all the

way by the fide of his waggon nthout

paving any thing for his paflage,
which

obliged little Whittington very much,

as he wanted to fee London fadly ; for

he had heard that the ftreets were pav-

ed ith gold, and he was willing to get

a bufk'l of it. But, how great
was his

difappointment, poor boy, when he fawr

the ftreets covered with dirt inftead of

gold, and found himfeU in a ftrange

place,
without food, without friends,

and without money.

Though the waggoner was fo cha-

ritable as to let him walk up by the

fide of his waggon for nothing, he took

care not to know him when he came to

town, and the poor boy was in a little

time fo cold and hungry, that he wilhed

himfelf in a good kitchen, andi by a

warm fire in the country, In this Qt+
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ftrefs he a(ked charity of feveral people,and one of them bid him, G* to <workfaan idle Rogue.

That I will fays Whirtington, with
all my heart. I will work for you, if
you will let me. The man, who thoughtthis

favoured of wic and impertinence
(tho the poor lad intended only to fhew
his readincft of work) gave him a biovr
withaftick, which broke his head, fo
that the blood ran down, inthisfitua-
tion and

fainting for want of food he
laid himfelt down at the door ot'onc

I ^
ltzwjrrcn ' a m^chant, where the

cook faw him, and
be.ng an ill-natured

huirey, ordeted him to go about his bu-
fincfs or fhe would fcaid him. At this
time Mr. Fitzwarr n came from the Ex-
change, and began alfo to fcold at the
.poor bo/, bidding him go to woik.

A 4 Whit*
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Whittington anfwered, that he
jhouM-

be glad to work, if any bodv would ern-

plo? him, and that he (hoold be able,

if he could get feme victuals to eat ;
but

he had got none for three days, and he

m
a g

s a poor count ry bv and

ami nobody u ou'd employ him. He th

endeavoured to get up, but was fo

weak that he fell down again,
whic

excited fo much corapaffion
inlhe



Whittington and his Cat. g

chant, that he ordered the fervants toi
take him in, and give him Come meat!
and drink, and Jet him heip the cook to
do any tirty work that (he had to fei him
about. People are too apt to

rep. roach
thofe who beg with being idle

;
.

u
ut give

tbemfelves no concern to put them in a
way of

getting bu nefs to do, or confi-

denng whether they are able to do it.

I remember a circumfta,ncc of this fort
which Mr William Thomfon told r*y fa- !

ther with tears in his eyes, and it i's fo

affccling, that 1 {hall never forget it.

^
When Sir William was in the planta-ins abroad, one of his friends tola him

he had an indented fervant, whom he had
juft bought, that was his countryman,and a lofty man, but he is fo idle fays he,
that i cannot get him to work.

'

Ay ;%* Sir William, let me fee him ; they
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walked out together and found him fit-

ting on a heap of ftom-s, Upon this fir

William, after enquiring abnit his coun-

try, (ked, why he did n t go out to

work ! I am not able, anfwered the man,

Not able, fays Sir William, I am furc

you look very well ; give him a few

flripes. Up n this the planter (truck

hii ieve-al times i but the poor man Hill

kept hjs feat.

They then left him, to look over the

plantation, exclaiming agaiaft his obiti-

nacy all the way they went.

But how furprized were they on the'r

return, to find the poor man fallen off

the place where he had been fitting and

dead. The cruelty, favs Sir William, of

my ordering the poor creature to be bea-

ten while 'n the agonies of death, lies al-

ways iv. xt my heart. It is what 1 (hall

ior^et,' and it will for ever pre-
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vent my judging raihly of people who

appear in diitreis. hov\ do ue know
what our own children may come to !

The Lord have mtrcv on the poor and

defend them from the proud, the incon-

fiderate, and the avaricious*

But we return to Whittington : he

wouid have lived happily in this worthy

Famil) had he not Decn bumped about

by the crofs eook, who mutt be always

roafK
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roafting and bafting, and when the Spit
was ttill fhe employed her hands upon
poor Whittington : till Mrs. Alice, his

iVlafter's Daughter was informed of it,

and then (he took companion on the poor
Boy and made the fervants treat him

kindly.

Befides the crofTnef> of the Cook,

Wilmington had another difficulty to get
over before he could be happy. He had

by order of his matter, a flock bed plac-
ed for him, in the garret, where there

were fuch a number of rats and mice,
that they often ran over the poor boy's

nofe, and difturbed him in his fleep.

After fome time, however, a gentle-

man, who came to his mailer's houfe,

gave Whittington a penny for brufhing
Oil fhoes. This he put in his pocket,

being determined to lay it out to the beft

advantage, and the next day feeing a

wo-
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woman in the ftreet with a Cat under hc
C

arm, he ran up to her to know the price
of it. The woman, as the cat was a

good moiifcr, aflced a great deal of mo-
ney for it. but on Whittington's telling
her he had but a penny in the world, and
that he wanted a Cat fadly, (he let him
have it.

This Cat Whittington concealed in th

garret, for fear fhe hould be beat about
by his mortal enemy the cook, and here
(he foon killed or frighted away the rats
and mice, fo that the poor boy could
now fleep as found as a top.

Soon after this the merchant, who
had a fhip ready to fail, called for all hig
fervanrs, as his cnftom was, in order
that each of them might venture fome-
thing to try their luck, and whatever
they Tent was to pay neither fright nor

cuf
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cnPom ;
for IT- thought, (and he thought

jnftjv,)
that God almightv would blefs

Jiim the more for his ivad'.neis to let the

poor partake
of 1 is good fortune.

All the fervants appeared t>ut poor

Whittington, who having neither m >ney

nor goods, could not think of fendirg

any thing to try his 'nek, but his good

friend Mrs, Aict, thinking his port rty

kept him away, ordered him to be called.

*5he then offc'ied to lay down fomething

for him ;
but the merchant told his

daughter that would not do ; for it muft

beform'hing of his own. Upon which

poor Whittirgton, iaid, he had nothing

but a Cat, which he had bought for a

rennv that was given him. Fetch thy

C?t bov, favs the merchant, and fend

her. Whittington brrught poor pufs

fchd delivered her to the captain
wr
tears
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tears in his eyes for he faid, he fhould

n >\v he difturbed by the rats and the

nr'ce as much as ever. All the company
laug!-*d at the odd iv of jhe advrnturc,

anil M ^. Alice, who pitied the poor boy,
gave hirn fomething tq buy him another

Cat.

While pufs WPS beating the billows at

fea, poor Whirtin^ton was feverely beat-

ten at home by his tyrannical miftrefs

the cook, who ufed him fo cruelh, and

made fuch game of him for fending his

C-t
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Cat to fea, that at Jaft the poor boy de-

termined to run away from his place, and

having packed up a few things he had,

he fet out very early in the morning on

All-hallows day. He travelled as far as

Hnlloway, and there fat down on a

ftone, now called Whittington's ftone, to

confider what courfe to take : but while

he was thus ruminating, Bow bells, of

which there was then only fix, began to

ling : and as he thought addrefled him

in this manner :

Turn again Whittington,

Lord Mayor of great
London.

Lord Mayor of London, faid he to

himfelf, what would one not endure to

be Lord Mayor of London, and ride in

fuch a fine coach ! Well, I'll go back a-

oai- and bear all the pummehng and il

Stage of Cicely, rather than mifs the

opportunity
of being Lord Mayor. So
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home he went, and happily got into the

houfe and about his bufinefs, before

Mrs. Cicely made her appearance.

Here we flop a little to a ddrefs the

children of fix feet high, and among
them thofe formidable heroes the critics,

whofe awful brows ftrike terror into the

hearts of us little authors.

Be it known then, to thefe gentlemen
and to all the knights of the goole quill,

that we arc not infenfihleof the prefer- pts

of Apollo, or ignorant
of the laws of

the drama.

We know that the unities of action,

time and place, (hould be preferved as

well in the drama of vVhittin^ton, as in

thofe of Czfar or Alexander ;
but by

your permiffion, gentlemen we mutt, in

imitation of fome of our poers, jult ftep

abroad while you fit upon the bench, to

let
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let you know what has happened to tbe
poor Cat, however we arc going no far.
ther thao the coat* of Africa, to that
coaft whe-e Dido expired for the lofs of
^Eneas, a-nd we lhajl be back with you
prefently. How

perilous are voyage's at
fea ! how uncertain the winds and the

waves, and how many Accidents attend
a naval life I

The ftnp with the cat on board, was
long hesrin. aScur at fea, and at laft by
contr- v winds, driven on a part of the
eoait of Barbary. which was inhabited by
the moors unknown to the Kn^lifh.
Thefe people received our countryman
with civility, an^ therefore the captain
in order TO trade with them, (hewed them

patterns of the good- he ha i on board,
and frnt fomr of them to the king of the

Country, who was fo well pieced, that
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he fent for the captain and the faclor to

his palace,
which was about a mile from

the fea. Here they *erc placed accord-

ing to the cutlom of the country on rich

carets flowered with gold and filver i

ano the king arid queer being feateci at

upper end of the room, dinner was

brought in, which confided of mary
diihes, but no fdoner were the dilhes put

down, but an amdzing number of rats

and mice came from all quarters and de-

toured all the meat in an ihftant. The

fador in furprze turned round to the no-

bles, and alked if thefe Vermin were not

ofFenfive ! Okjes, fa
:d they, very ofFen-

five ; and the king would give half his

treafure to be free of them, for they not

only deftroy his dinner as you fee, but

thry aflault him in his chamber, and e-

ven in his bed, fo that he is obliged to be

watched while is fleeping for fearof them*
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The faftor jumped for joy, he remem-
ered poor Whittington and his Cat, and
told the king he had a creature on hoard
the Ihip that would difpatch all thefe ver-
min

immediately. The king's heart
heaved fo high, at the joy which this

news gave him, that his turban dropped
off his head. Bring this creature to me,
fays he, vermin are dreadful in a court,
and if (he will perform what you fay, I
will load yoar (hip with gold and jewels
in exchange for her. The faclor, who
knew his bufinefs, took this opportunity
to fet forth the merits of Mrs. Pufs.
He told his majsfty that it would be in*

convenient for him to parr with her, as
when (he was gone the rats and mice

might deftroy the goods in his (hip, hut
that to oblige his majefty he would fetch

her. Kiin, run, faid the queen, J am
impatient to fee the dear creature. A-

way
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way flew the fatter, while another din-

ner was providing, and returned with

the Cat, juft as the rats and mice were

devouring that alfo. He immediately

put down Mrs. Pufs, who killed great

part of them, and the reft ran away-
The king rejoiced greatly to fee his old

enemies deftroyed by fo fmalJ a creature 5

and the queen was highly pleafed, and
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defired the Cat might be brought near,

that (he might look at her. Upo'n
which the faclor called PnJJy, puffy > puffy,
and fhe came to him ; he then prefenied
her to the queen, who ftarted back, and

was afraid to touch a creature whicn had

made fuch a havock arrong the rats and

mice ; how ever v hen the taclor ftroaked

the Ca% and cried Puffy* /*$, p"Jfy,
the queen alfo touched her, and crit-d /*/-

tej, puttey, puttey, for (he had not learn-

ed Eng] Ih. He then put her down in
1 the queen's lap, where (he purring, play-
ed with her majelty's hand, and then

fung herfelf" tofletp. Tht king having
feen the exploits ot Mrs. f'ufs; and be-

ing informed that fre was uith young,
and would Mock the u hole country, bar-

gained with the captain ^nd faclor for

the whole fliip's cargo, and then gave
them
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them ten times as much for the Cat a

all the reft amounted to. With which,

after taking leave of their majdlies, they

failed with a fair wind for England,

whi her we mult now attend them.

The morn enfuing from the mountain^

heighr,
Had fcarcely fpread the fkies with rofy

light;
when Mr. Fitzwarren ftole from bed to

count over the cam and fettle the bufmefs

of the day, He had juft
entered the

compting-houfe, and feated hiovfelf when

fomebody came, Tap tap, at the door,

Who's there ? fays Mr. Fitzwarren. A

friend, anfwered the other. What friend

can come at this unfeafonable time ? fays

Mr. Firzwarren. A real friend is nevei

unfeafonable anfwered the other. I conu

to bring you news of the good Ship Um.
corn
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corn. The merchant buftled up in fuch

a hurry that he forg< t his gout, and in-

ftantly opened the door, and who fhould

be feen waiting^ but the captain, and
the faclor, with a cabinet of jewels and

'

bill of lading, for which the merchant

lift up his eyes and thanked heaven, fend-

ing him fuch a profperous voyage. Thy
told him of the adventures of the Cat,
and (hewed him the cabinet of jewels,
that they had brought for Mr. Whitting-

;

ton. Upon which he cried out with

great earneftnefs, but not in the moft po-
etical manner.

Go call him and tell kirn ofhisfame,
And coll him Mr. Whittington by name*

It is net our buiinef s to animadvert up-
on thefe lines, we are not critics, but

hiftorians ; it is fufficient for us, that

they arc the words of Mr. Fitzwar-

ren, and th*' it is befides our purpof*
and
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and perhaps not in our power to prove

him a good poer, we {hall foon convince

the reader that he was a good man, which

is a much better character ; for when

Come who were prefent, told him that this

treafure was too much for fuch a poor

boy as Whittmgton, he faid, God'forbid
that I Jhould deprive him ofa penny, it is

all hi: own, and heJball have it to a far-

thing. He then ordered Mr. Whitting-

ton in, who was at this time cleaning the

kitchen and would have excufed himfelf

from going into the parlour, faying,

the room was rubbed, and hisfhoes were

dirty and full of hob nails. The mer-

chant, however, made him come in, and

ordered a chair to be fet for him, Upon
which, thinking they intended to make

fport of him as had been done in the

kitchen, be befought his matter not to

mock
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mock a poor fimple fellow who intended

them no harm, but to let him go about

fhis bufinefs.

The merchant taking him by the hand
faid, indeed, Mr. Whittington, i am in

earneft with you, and fent K,r you to

congratulate you on your great furcefs.

Your Cat has produced you more money

jjthan
I am worth in the world, and may

i
;

you long enjoy it and be happy. At
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At length being (hewed the treafurc,

and convinced by them that all of it be-

longed to him, he fell upon hi* knees,

and thanked the Almighty for his provi-

dential care of fucn a poor miferablc

creature.

He then laid all the treafure at his ma-

tter's feet, who refufed to take any part

of it, but told him he heartily rejoiced

at his profperitv,
and hoped the wealth

he had acquired would be a comfort to

him and make him happy. He then

applied to his miilrefs and to his good
friend Mrs. Alice, who likcwife refufed

to take any part of his money but told

him, (he really rejoiced at his fuccefs,

and withed him all imaginable felicity,'

He then gratified the captain, faftor, and

(hips' crew, for.the care they had taken

of his cargo, & oMftributed prefents to all

the fcrvants of the houfe, not forgetting
cveo
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even his old enemy the cook, tho' (he

i

little deferved it. After this Mr. Fitz-
' warren advifed Mr. Whittington to fend

for the neceflary people and drefs himfelf

,
like a gentleman, and made him the offer

irfhis houfe to live in, till he could pro-
vide hJmfelfwith a better. Now it came
to pafs, that when Mr. Whittingtcn's
free was vvafh'ed, his hair curled, his hat

cocked, and he was drefled in a rich fait

lofcloaths, that he turned out a genteel

Jyoung fclJow ; and as wealth contributes

Pto give a man confidence, he, in a little

plme dropped that fheepilh behavour,
which was principally occ^iloned by a

deprclfion of fpirits,. and foon grew a

fprighdy andagooci Qompnnion, ir.fo-

-nich that Mrs. Alice, who had fbrirer-

feen him with an eye c/ conpallion,
w viewed him with otjierevrs
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perhaps was occafioned, by his readinefc

to oblige her, and br continuelly mak-

ing prefents of fuch things as he thought
would be agreebje.

When the father perceived they had

this good liking for each other, he pro-

pofedamatch between them, to which

eoth parties mod chcarfully confenteJ,

and
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and the Lord Mayor in his coach, Cou*t
of Aldermen, Sheriffs, the company of

Stationers and a number of eminent Mer-
chants attended the ceremony, and were

elegantly treated at an entertainment

made that purpofe.

Hiftory tells us, that they lived hap-

pily, and had feveral children, that he

was Sheriff of London in the year 1340,
and then Lord Mayor, that in the latt

Year of his mayoralty he entertained

King Henry the fifth and his Queen, af-

ter his conqueft of France, who, in conii-

deration of Whittington's merit, faid,

Never had Prince fuch a fubjecl ;"

which being told Whittington at the ta-

ble, replied,

" Never had fubjecl fuch a King,"
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He conitantly fed great numbers of the

poor. He l>ui't a church and a college
to it, with a vearly allowance for poor
fcholars, and near it erected an hofpital.
He ' u It Newgate for criminal, and

gave liberally to M. Bartholomew's hoft

pital> and to other public chanties.

REFLECTION.

This ftory of Whittingron and his Cat,
and all the misfortunes which happened
to thai poor boy, may heconfuiereci as a

cure tor iWpair, as it teaches us that

GOD Almighty has always fomething

good in tfore tor thole who endure the

ills that hetal them, with patience anA

rdignation.
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