
 
 

• Tropical Cyclone PHAILIN is 
strengthening, heading towards 
the Indian coast. 

• At 06:00 UTC on 10 Oct it was 
located ca. 750 km SE of the 
Odisha* coast and had a max. 
sust. wind speed of 121 km/h 
(called a “Very Severe Cyclonic 
Storm” in India, equivalent to a 
Category 1 in the Saffir-
Simpson scale). 

• In the next 24/48h it is forecast 
to keep moving NW, 
strengthening. According to 
the 06:00 UTC data of 10 Oct, it 
could approach the coasts of 
Odisha and Andhra Pradesh 
states on 12 Oct. (GDACS) 

• At 11:30 UTC on 10 Oct Indian 
Meteo issued a Cyclone Warning 
for north Andhra Pradesh and 
Odisha coast. According to this 
bulletin, heavy rainfall of more 
than 250mm and very strong 
winds could affect these areas 
starting early on 12 Oct. 
Possible storm surge could 
also inundate low-lying areas in 
Ganjam, Khorda, Puri, 
Jagatsinghpur and Srikakulam 
districts. 

 
(*) also called Orissa in India. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

10 Oct 2013: India – Tropical Cyclone PHAILIN 

SITUATION 
Area profile 
Odisha and northern Andhra Pradesh are 
considered vulnerable to Tropical 
Cyclone effects; the ground morphology 
is rather flat (especially along the coast 
NE of Brahmapur) and there is a high 
population density near the coast: ca. 
7.5 million people live in the coastal 
districts of Ganjam, Khorda and Puri of 
Odisha and another 2.7 million in 
Srikakulam of Andhra Pradesh. 
 
Past Tropical Cyclones 
Not many Tropical Cyclones hit the area, 
especially with winds above 120 km/h. 
LAILA hit the Andhra Pradesh coast in 
2010 with a strength equivalent to a 
Tropical Storm and killed 36 people in 
the state. The last major event in the 
area was Tropical Cyclone ODISHA in 
1999 that hit near Bhubaneshwar with a 
strength roughly equivalent to a 
Category 4 in the Saffir Simpson scale 
and devastated the region: more than 
10,000 people died and close to 300,000 
houses were destroyed by very strong 
winds, heavy rain and a storm surge of 
more than 6m (Indian Meteo). 
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http://gdacs.org/Cyclones/report.aspx?eventid=40489&episodeid=6&eventtype=TC
http://www.imd.gov.in/section/nhac/dynamic/cwind.pdf
http://www.imd.gov.in/section/nhac/dynamic/cwind.pdf
http://www.imd.gov.in/section/nhac/dynamic/cwind.pdf
http://www.imd.gov.in/section/nhac/dynamic/cwind.pdf
http://metnet.imd.gov.in/mausamdocs/15711_F.pdf
http://metnet.imd.gov.in/mausamdocs/15711_F.pdf
http://metnet.imd.gov.in/mausamdocs/15711_F.pdf

