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HEADQUARTERS
U.S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY

(PACIFIC) ;

o

C/O POSTMASTER, SAN FRANCISCO .

INTERROGATION NO:  (USSBS NO. 101) PLACE:  TOKYO .
NAV - 24 _ DATE s 11 Oct 1945 -

TIME: 0900-1200 E;-
Division of Origin: Naval Analysis Division,

' SUBJECT:  Alcutian Campaign, Planning and Ovpcrations through November 1942.

Personnel interrozated and background of cechs

CAPTAIN TAISUKE ITO, IJN, is an officer of the Regular Nevy with 21 .
years serviccec. From Ausust 1941 until Novermber 1942 he vwas zn air officer  §
on the staff of Cormander Fifth Fleet, who basecd variously at AKKESHI, i
OMINATO, and PARANMUSHIRO. From Novermber 1942 until lay 1944 he served as
Chief of the Board of iLwards in TOKYO, During Mey and June 1944 he was
alr officer on the staff of the Central Pacific Commend on SLIP.LN, He
then became Senior Staff Officer of the 6lst Lir Flotilla on PELELIU until
29 July 1944; thence he was taken to the YOKOSUKA Naval Hosnital vhere he
remained until 1 September 1944. He then became Senior Staff Officer of
the 20th Air Flcet based at FUJISAT.. Fron November 1944, to the present
he has served in the First Section of the Burcau of Personnel. He is o
nilot with 2000 hours in the air,

‘here interviewed: Room 618, MEIJI Building,
Interrogator: J. S. RUSSELL, Ceptain, USN.

Interproters OTIS CLRY, Licutenant, USNR

~llied Officers Present: H, L, McMiSTERS, Licutenant, USNR,
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2ptain ITO spoke entirely from nenory., He stated that 21l receords had
been destroyed on 15 August 1945. The following summery is based, therefore,
on the best recollection of one officer:

The »rimary objcetive of the Llcutian opcration wos to occupy DiK es
a northern base for patrol »lancs, which, in conjunction with MIDUAY, could
ccver the northern anoroach aeross the Pacifie to J.P:;N, ‘’Then thec Battle
of MIDULY went unfavorably, Admiral Y. ILIOTO wes against occunying any of
the LIEUTILN ISLLEDS, However, Viece .dmirel HOSO0G.L Y., Conmander FIFTH Fleet,
arzucd strongly for the oceunation of KISK. =5 n position from vhieh to
ncutralize DUTCH H.RBOR and nrevent an cdvance toward JiPAN via the ALEUTI.AN
ISL.DS, He was gronted permission to 1ond on KISKL on 6 June, Sincec it
wes knovn that lcutian -veather in the winter vos very bad, it was the
original »lan to hold KISK.. enly until fall, .D.K was sclceted =s tho
original westernmost tarzet, since it was considered to afford the best
cnchoragze in the Western iAleutians. (Note: Commander 1KLL, commender
of the SHLF which ncecunicd KISKL, scid, in a subsequent interrogation,
that the criginal »nlan was to take ADLK and KISKi, then to retirc to KISK.L
and ..ITU, and thot this originsl olan was changed, to his knowlecdge, two
ticeks before FIDULY), LTTU, KISK., and ANMCHITK. were scouted by subnarine
planc 2 weck to ten doys before KISK. wos occunicd,

.bout 2 month after the occunation of KISK/., the landing upon which wes
cficetzd on 6 June 1942, airficlds were nlanned for the ALEUTI. NS, bascd
on rcconnaissance., Onc airfield was nlanned for ..TTU, Thc site orizinally
chosen on S:oRuNi B.Yl was shifted to FOLTZ B.LY (the latter was considerced
a better location for weather and suimly). Two zcirficlds verc nlanned for
KISK.i; onc just north of KISK. H.RBOR, and anothecr in the GERTRUDE COVE
crea. The GERTRUDE COVE sitc could not be agrced upon cnd the projcet was
cventually dromoed, JUCHITKL was rceonnoitered once by the Navy and once,
morc cxtensively, by the lrmy. The narty fror the latter sorvice stayed on

: the island threce doys ond rade test diggings in the soil,

the imitizsl lending on KISK.., Cantain ITO belicvod was rade Uy No. 5
Soecial Neval Landing Foree, nlus eonstruetion trocns totzlling upwzrd of
1000 nersons, The initizl landing vas made in the viecinity of S..LMON
L.GOON, and the landing narty roved overland to KISK. H.ABOR, while their
shins roved around by sce to mect them, .11 the personnel of the U.S, Navy
teather Station were rounded un in 2 few days, except for one who held out
for o long tine before cening into eamn and glving himself up.

The following ferees took “art in the initial occupations

2 CL KISO, T.M..
[P H.KUSAN iL.RU, KUM.G. N.RU.
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" Troomns: No, 5 SIHLF and 2 Construction Battalion,
L. aadl KIMIKL .. M.RU,
6 VPB KOUNISHI Tyoe 94 Flying Boats of TOKO .ir Group.
10 (anorox)
VO=VS Float reconnaissance scanlancs.




Both the KISKA and ATTU occupation forces were under the command of
Comrmender FIFTE Fleet, Vice Admiral HOSOGAYA, who remained in PLRLMUSHIRO,
AITU was occupied on 7 June by one bettalion of Army troops under Major
HOZUMI, ALt KISKL there werc three forces without a unified loeal commend .
The ground troops were commanded by Lieutenant-Commander MUKAI; the air
force was in two parts = the flying boats under Captein ITO and the float
nlancs under Captain T.KLHASHI, (11 three of these commands were resyon-
sible directly to Vice .dmiral HOSOGLY..

imerican air attacks commenced within a few deys after the initiel
landing on KISK.,  These were more harassing than damaging, although he
believed that one transnhort was sunk within the first twenty days. The
Japanese seanlanc operations were not very satisfactory. Lossecs were
high, principelly due to weather, but also to enemy action. Hec remembered
that the flying boats were sent on a mission to bomb Ameriecan flying boats
at LTKL. Photo reconnaissencc, which they desired for intelligcnece and
planning, was extremely poor, duec to weather. He rcmembered that in about
September, 1942, an RO type submarine renorted making :one torpedo hit on
an &STORIL type cruiser in NAZ.N BAY, This submarine failed to return from
its patrel, |

Cantein ITO mede one trin to the LLEUTIANS - in = flying boat. The
plane landed at CHICLGOF HiRBOR, .TTU, the location of the headquarters
of the Army garrison. Then, on the next day, he flew on to KISK.L. He
was in the main camp.at the site of the former U.S. Navy weather station
in late afternoon of 8 Lugust when an Lmerican surface ship shelling took
plece, The bombardment lasted cbout 30 to 40 minutes. There were two
destroycrs, two tc threec subchasers, four to six midget submarines, onc
or two transnmorts in the harbor at the time. Some landing barges wcre
sunk and samc (two or threce) flying boats werc damaged, but otherwisc the
surface shi»s were undamaged., Two mon were killed and somc barracks were
destroyed, On the next day he flew direcetly from KISK. to P R.AMUSHIRO,
Lt both of his stops:there was a considersble stock of drummed gasolinc,
His flying boat was refucled at its mooring from drums brought out in a
lending boat., Gasolinc was pumped uo to the »lane's tanks by hand pumps.,

Captain ITO stated that their information on the topography.of the
LLEUTILN ISLLNDS was poor, and this hampered thoir planning. They kncw
the winter weather wes bad, and some of their nlanners thought that
KISK.. H.RBOR would freczc over in winter and be unnavigaeble., There was
a gencral lack of information and considerablc misinformation. lJerial
nhotogravhy was cxtremely difficult ot obtein, and nonc was done cast of
SEGU.M!'s P.5S. He knew of en Lmerican flying ficld on .iDiK, which was
made by draining a swamp, This information was obtaincd by aerial photo-
graphs, and to thc best of his memory, he first lcarned of it in early
October, 1942, ~ -

48 best he could remember, the Japenese losscs in the LLEUTIAN Cene
paign through November, 1942, totalled: two dcstroyers, three subchasers,
onc transport, two or three submarines, sunk; and thrce destroyers heavily
damaged, . |

Captein ITO said that, by and large, the .leutian Compeign served as
a stop to any imericen advence dovm the LLEUTILN ISLANDS, that it was planned
in coordination with the taking of MIDWAY, and, had they had a basec in the
LLIEUTLIINS and one in MIDVLY, a barrier patrol could have bcen sct up betwecen
the two. This was considered a prerequisite to operations against HATAII,
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They did not intend te go intn LLLSKL. Ho thought that the general results
of the camvaign did not anount tec very much, and that when they did not teke
MIDULY, it would have becen better not to go into the LLEUTILNS,

In the dcfonse of . their positions in an arca of preveiling hoor visi-
bility and long winter nights, he said the foct was considered that the
ncricans were advenced in the art of night flying and radar bembing.
These forns of attack had considerable nuisance valuc and acted adversely

~painst morale; however, their sctual value in destruction wos much lcss
than thcy had anticinated,

¥ 3 ti.?\
J. S. RUSSELL,
Cantain, USN.




