HEADQUARTERS

7.S. STRATZGIC BOMBING SURVIY
(PACIFIC)

c/0 POSTNASTER, SAN FRANCISCO

INTERROGATION NO. 14 PLACE: TOKXL
(Obtain from G=~2) DATE: 8 Oct TIME: 1400

Division Of Origin: MFC

SUBJECT: Man Power (Students)

Personnal interrogated and background of each:

ation Minister.,

OMURA, Seiichl = Ass't to Lhauc
alist, Education Ministry.

NAKANE, Hideo - Student Labor Specl

=2

Where interviewed: rducation Ministry.

W. DeWOLF, USNR.

Interrogators Lt, Comdr. 1

Interpreter: Lt, CORHAM, USNR.

Lt. BAGDON, USNR, USSBS.

L1l1d1ed Officers Present:;
I,t., HERSHSTRITLQ USNR, USEB6 .

Summarys:

a. Development of gtudent Labor Mobilization 1041 -, 1945,

b. Procedure for gtudent Labor Mobilization,

Dbjective of Student Labor Nobilization.

d. Number of Students Employed.,

e. LEffect of Us D Bombing.




1. Omura and Nakane were interviewed for approximately

1

oﬁe and a half hours 8 October at the Fducation Ministry on the
student labor mobilization program. Lieut. Gorham acted as in=-
terpreter, neither of the Japanese speaklng more than a few words
of English., Prior to meeting with Omura and Nakane, the inter-
viewers met briefly with Mr., Tamon MAEDA, who was awaiting
official notification of his retention in the SHIDEHARA cabinet
as Minister of Bducation. MAEDA referred the interviewers to
Omura and Nakane as the best sources of information concerning
the student labor mobilizatlon prografm.,

2, Development of Student Labor lobiliza tion: Approximate-
1y seven years ago, 4 movement was undertaken to mobilize stu-
dents for summer work on farms. Thls was, according to Omura
and Nakane, the forerunner of wartime student labor mobilizat-
ijon. Care was taken at the outset by LEducation aquthorities not
to let the farm work interfere with studies by limiting the
working time to the summer vacation months, However, in Feb-
ruary 1941 it became necgssary to use students on farms even
though it interfered with their education. This development
was followed in June 1943 with the expansion of student labor
into factories. At first, the mducation Ministry ruled that
no student could work more than 30 consecutive days. Although
in theory, a student could work 30 days, rest one, and then
commence another 30 days work period, Omura and Nakane saild
this was not the actual practice., Nakane explained that a
customary procedure was tO assign one school class to 30 days
of labor, then return them to the classroom while another claaa
took over their jobs. This 30-day work limit was modified 1in
January 1944 to 120 consecutive days largely, the officials
said, because manufacturers protested that 30 days was too
short a time to train and make effective use of the students,
In February 1944 the ban on the number of working days was

1ifted entirely. The Education Ministry considers that April

1944 marked the beglnnilng of what they really considered as

conscripted student labor,
D s




3¢mmggp§§ggggz Prior to February 1944,

Ministry handled 2a11

in February 1944
the Jelfare j

I1nistry assumegq responsibility for allocation of
student labor, whic

n operated as follows:

A factory desiring student labor would make 1ts

request to the
Welfare Ministry,

If the request was for 100 students,

not unlikely that the Welfare Ministry would approve only 75

students and then Pass 1t on to the R

directly under the supervision of' the Iducation Ministry and
would be notifi

ed by the Ministry where ang when to repcrt forp

work., Students of the middie school and b

elow were under the

2Ctural level,

s boys ang girls, was 15

1t appears that the Education ana welfare Ministries
Operated pretty much under their own rules until Auvgust 1944

when an Imperial Rescript was issued Cmpowering Iducation to

Set up official rules and regulations, In this connection, the

officials took care to point out that at the outsel of student

conscription for industry, an attempt was made

Of mines, chemica’ slderec dotrimetal
These restrictione were later removed becamn
the deterioration 0f the

to health, se of

Japanese war erfort. &n lndication of

the Erowing importance of student labor

1S seen in the elevate-
ion of the otudent liobiliz

ation Headquarters to bureau status
In July 1945, Copies of several handbooks 7

elating to the rules
laid down oY the

“ducation Ministry for the employment of sty-

dents were obtained and will be at least partis

|

mmu&;gg;igggiggz AS explained
the original obje

iy translated,

by the two officials,

ctive of Student Lebor
was to stimulate adult conscripted labor

to greater etiorts, It
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was reasoned that the vatriotic forvor and cnthusiasm of the

students for the war and war'production would inspire the other
factory workers and, in addition, the eagerncss ahd vigor of the
students, could be well utilized in factory work, This emphasis
on leadership fitted in well with plans of the Education offic-
ials but did not exactly work out as they had anticipated. In
SOme cascs, as Vice Minister Kameyama of the Welfare Ministry
said in an carlier interview, the students were influenced by
rather than influencing the adults. 1In some cgses, presence-of
the students did stimulatoe the conscripted labor but in the
majority of cases it had no noticeable cffect. Howcver, if the
students failed partially as morale-builders, they more than
compensated for it by their actual lebor., Student workers ap=
parently were in grecat demand and thoir contribution to Jananese

Industry is of significance. Some Japancse factories were entire-

L6

ly dependent upon studecnt labor at tiic end of the war,

2. Number of Students Emnloyed: Overall fi gures for
student employment rust await cranslation of charts furnishad
by the Educaticn Ministry, dowcver, it roughly cxceceded threo
million (3,C00,000) with the peak coming in July 1944, The
officials were of the opinion that the greatest percentage of
students were absorbaed by the aircraft industry although again
cxact figurcs will have to ba translated., Some plants usced as
much as 60=70 per cent student labor: others virtually none,
It may be noted hore that until 1944 the military allowed some
draft postponment for collcge students, After 1944 only a faw
students with partiéular technical or scicntific bonts were
deferraed,

é;mmgiiggpmgiwﬁgmg;mgs A8 in the case of adults, the
disruption of communications and transportation and the at-
tempted dispersion of Tactorics, all served to keep students
away from their factorics, However, RAducation officials helicve
thot the absontecism due +to Ue Ss bombings was far less in the

cese of students than in the casc of adults, Officials stated

that dispcrsion of factories was the biggest single disrupting
.




factor in the studen!abor program, .

7. BEvaluation: Further inquiry into student labor mo-
bilization probably should awalt translation of documents now
in hand. OMURA, who is relatively new in his job, is considered
of no further value, NAKANE, on the other hand, is well versed

in his field and should be of considerable valve should further

information be -desireable, Both men were cooperative,

0O, W. De WOLF




