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The acsthetc critic regards al! the obiects With which he has to do, all works
of art,and the fairer forms of nature and human life,as powers or forces pro-
ducing p lesurable sensations, each of a more or less pecwliar orunique kind.T-
his enfluencehe feels, and wishes teo mewm: by analysing and reducing it ot its
elements rererireees And the fanction of aesthetic critle is to distinzuish, to an-

alyse. and separatefrom its abjuncts, the virtue, by which a pictue, a landsca



pe a fair personality in life or ina book, produces this specia impression of
beauty or pleasure,to indic ate what the soure of that impression isand under
what conditione is experienced.His end is reached. when he disengages that’
virtue,andnotes it,as a chemist notes some natural element,for himself and oth-
ers; and the rule for those who would reach this end is stated with great
exactnessin the words of a recent critic of SainteBeuve;-~De se borneracon-
naitre e preshs helles chses, et a siennourrir en expuis amateurs,en hama-
nites accomplis.
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