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Foreword

The world is converging around high levels of inequalities. And they matter.

Inequalities in individual living standards have, on average, declined between countries. Sustaining this progress
and extending it to those countries that have not yet benefited is crucial. But this should not come at the cost
of neglecting inequalities within countries, the level and progression of which undermine economies, social
inclusion and environmental sustainability.

The international community is committed to meeting this challenge, which we see expressed in demands for
greater equity and inclusion rising all over the world — and which is embodied in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, and specifically Sustainable Development Goal 10 to reduce inequalities.

For this, resources are needed, and so is political will. The world also needs improved understanding, which the
World Social Science Report 2016 is designed to provide.

Inequalities are multi-dimensional, multi-layered and cumulative. The Report makes clear that understanding
and acting effectively upon inequalities requires looking beyond income and wealth disparities to capture

their political, environmental, social, cultural, spatial, and knowledge features. Untangling such complexity is a
challenge we must fully take on — if we are to develop policies and solutions that are feasible and sustainable.

The Report also emphasizes that the costs of inequalities are very high and borne by all - not just by the deprived
and the excluded, but collectively, by current and future generations, in the form of heightened conflict and
instability, economic and fiscal losses, environmental degradation, and political tensions. Reducing inequalities is
thus everyone’s concern.

Countering inequalities requires robust knowledge — but knowledge alone is not enough. The challenge is to
improve the connection between what we know and how we act: to mobilize the knowledge of the social and
human sciences to inform policies, underpin decisions and enable wise and transparent management of the shift
towards more equitable and inclusive societies. In this sense, investment in knowledge is a down-payment for
informed change.

And in some respects, even the knowledge we have is not fully adequate. Social science research agendas equally
require revisiting. The Report calls for a step change towards a research agenda that is interdisciplinary, multiscale
and globally inclusive, creating pathways for transformative knowledge.

Inequalities are a major concern for social science today. That is reflected by a fivefold increase in studies of
inequality and social justice in academic publications from 1992 to 2013. However, the Report highlights two
major knowledge divides in research into inequality. Firstly, too many studies are too narrow in focus. There is too
little attention to the overlapping inequalities that go beyond income and wealth, such as health, knowledge,
and gender. Secondly, the Report shows that the focus of social science research into inequality tends to be
concentrated in the countries of the North, where a reliable knowledge base already exists, to the detriment of
the countries of the Global South without similarly robust data. Over 80 per cent of publications on inequalities
come from the North.

To overcome these knowledge divides, we need more cooperation across disciplines and across borders to help
governments develop more effective and inclusive policies, North and South. International networks, open data
sources, co-creation of knowledge, open access to publishing and software — these are all vital to achieving this.
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UNESCO's longstanding cooperation with the International Social Science Council stands at the heart of our
efforts to promote social science to address the world’s problems. The World Social Science Reports are a
cornerstone of this collaboration, and | wish to thank the Council for its intellectual and editorial efforts to produce
the 2016 Report, in collaboration with the Institute of Development Studies, based at the University of Sussex in

the United Kingdom.

This Report is a wake-up call. Let there be no doubt: investing in and closing the knowledge gap in social science
research into inequalities will be vital to achieve the cross-cutting ambitions of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development. Let's work together now — to‘leave no one behind’tomorrow.

i O

Irina Bokova
Director-General of UNESCO



Preface

The coexistence of deep and persistent inequalities as well as increasing prosperity is a paradox of our time, a
paradox that calls into question global development and processes of modernization in today’s world. Despite a
fall in global levels of economic inequality, driven in part by the reduction of poverty in India and China, inequality
within countries has risen over the past forty years and has recently accelerated further, especially following the
2008 financial crisis.

Economic inequalities in income and wealth, social inequalities in health, education and access to welfare
services, gender and racial inequalities, cultural and religious discrimination, barriers to political participation,

all are main instances of inequalities, global in scope, often intertwined and influencing each other. All these
inequalities go against widely shared values of social justice, equitable and sustainable development, individual
freedom and collective empowerment, cultural pluralism and peaceful coexistence. As a matter of fact, deep
inequalities among social classes and groups undermine social cohesion and the legitimacy of political
institutions. High differences in educational and health levels, and discrimination based on gender, dramatically
reduce the potentiality for individual self-realization, as well as the amount of human resources available

for societal progress. Uneven income distribution hinders economic growth as it implies a reduction of the
consumption power of majority of the population that cannot be compensated for by the extra spending of the
wealthiest 1 per cent. Repression of ethnic, religious and political minorities fosters waves of exploited migrants
and asylum-seekers. While the processes influencing declines or increases in inequality are global and interlinked,
the responses to these processes are specific, heterogeneous and uneven.

Inequality is a longstanding — and even foundational — topic of research for the social sciences. Rousseau’s
discourse on the origins of inequality, Marx’s critique of capitalism, Weber's analysis of class, status and party,
Pareto’s theory of elites, Keynes's general theory of employment and others are classical examples of the
centrality of the interest in this subject. Social science literature on the manifestations, causes and consequences
of inequality is vast and multidisciplinary, spanning sociological research on social stratification and mobility,
economic analysis of labour markets and income distribution, gender studies, and also comparative research on
welfare policies. However, social research on inequality is flourishing particularly now, with new studies opening
up new perspectives. The increasing availability of big datasets used to analyse inequalities over time and space
helps the advancement of knowledge on the reproduction of inequality, and its effects. Major recent theories

of inequality, such as those outlined in Deaton’s The Great Escape (2013) and Piketty's Capital in the Twenty-

First Century (2013), have reignited debate on the origins and causes of inequality, as well as on the impact of
inequality on growth, patterns of modernization and models of development. These questions are central. The
sunset of trickle-down economics and the 2008 financial crisis have laid bare the need for a new examination of
understandings of growth and progress, and of the confluences of global challenges we are facing. Which models
of growth, production patterns and consumption styles are sustainable in a world with limited natural resources?
Will emerging economies follow the same development patterns as those that went before them, and how will
inequalities be affected? The comparative analysis of different modernity paths in the contemporary globalized
world can be of help in answering these questions.

Social scientists have long been studying the various dimensions of inequality both among and within countries,
with the help of different theoretical paradigms and research methods. But more and more political leaders and
concerned citizens are now becoming aware of the relationships and intersections between different forms of
inequality and also other global challenges, including climate change and sustainable development, peace and
conflict, corruption and crime, education and health. The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) adopted in
September 2015 helped formally recognize the intersectionality of these challenges, while achieving a crucial step
towards a new global agenda for development. In addition to specific goals relevant to inequality, the articulation
of the agenda, and indeed the overall commitment to ‘leave no one behind; illustrate the extent to which
inequality is understood as a multifaceted, urgent problem that requires our joint efforts as a global community.
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Much of the knowledge needed in achieving the SDGs is generated by increasing inter- and cross-disciplinary
work, and articulates the social, economic and biophysical dimensions of human development.

Inequality is a crucial economic and political concern which is also rising up on the agenda of public discourse.
A 2014 Pew Research Center survey found that a majority of people in all of the forty-four countries polled
described the gap between rich and poor as a problem for their country. In twenty-eight nations, the

majority of those polled found that the wealth gap was a very serious issue. Public concern about inequality

is also translating into visible action. According to a working paper by the Initiative for Policy Dialogue and
Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung (2013), between 2006 and mid-2013, over 13 per cent of all protests worldwide were
mainly about economic inequality.

At the heart of this Report is a call for a revitalized research agenda on inequality, one that is global in its outlook
and participation, and that draws from across the disciplines. This call means recognizing and challenging
inequalities in social science research itself. While they draw on a long legacy of research on inequality, many

of the key thinkers, and the vast majority of publications, come from the global North. Divides in knowledge
production on inequalities constitute a real challenge to our understanding of inequalities and to the
development of appropriate responses. This Report aims to correct the scale, through the inclusion of a wider
range of voices, and a deliberate effort to highlight aspects of inequality that have hardly ever been featured in
the many reports and think pieces published on inequality in recent years.

As the primary body representing the full scope of social scientists at the global level, the ISSC is uniquely
positioned in bringing together research communities to co-develop research agendas around the most
pressing issues of our time. The evidence presented in this Report makes it clear that social scientists, as a
global community, must keep their attention on inequality in the years to come. The agenda for future research
presented indicates the kinds of priorities that may lead such efforts.

Through its various programmes and activities, the ISSC aims to provide global leadership on advancing the social
sciences in all parts of the world. This Report, which brings together the contributions of over 100 authors from
some forty countries worldwide, is the culmination of a much larger discussion with many hundreds of social
scientists worldwide that began to take shape at the 2013 ISSC General Assembly, where the topic of this Report
was chosen by the ISSC's members. An international consultation of scientists followed. An international expert
meeting, co-organized with UNESCO in 2014, started the process of identifying the topics that a new Report

on inequality had to cover. The 2015 World Social Science Forum on the topic of Transforming Global Relations
for a Just World was also critical in identifying further topics and potential contributors. The Forum took place in
Durban, South Africa, under the leadership of my predecessor as ISSC president, Olive Shisana. To her we express
our appreciation for overseeing this thought-provoking gathering.

Our work on the Report has been greatly enriched by our collaboration with the Institute of Development Studies
(IDS), based at Sussex University (UK), and most of all by the professionalism, networking and collegiality of
Melissa Leach, John Gaventa and Patricia Justino. It is the first time that the ISSC has invited a research institute to
help coordinate one of its reports, and it has been a very rewarding decision.

I wish to thank the various funding agencies who have made this World Report possible: the European
Science Foundation (ESF), the Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research (NWO), the Research
Council of Norway, Riksbankens Jubileumsfond, the Swedish International Development Cooperation
Agency (Sida), the Swedish Research Council, and the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation
(SDC).
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As with the previous editions, the 2016 World Social Science Report is co-published with UNESCO. | therefore wish
to thank Nada Al-Nashif, Assistant Director-General of the Social Science and Humanities sector, and her team, as
well as lan Denison and the team from UNESCO Publishing, for their support in the production process.
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Alberto Martinelli

President, International Social Science Council

Bibliography

Deaton, A. 2013. The Great Escape. Princeton, N.J,, Princeton University Press.

Initiative for Policy Dialogue and Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung. 2013. World Protests 2006-2013. New York.
http//policydialogue.org/ (Accessed 13 July 2016.)

Keynes, J. M. 1936. General Theory of Employment. Interest and Money, London, Palgrave Macmillan.
Martinelli, A. 2005. Global Modernization: Rethinking the Project of Modernity. London, Sage.

Marx, K. 1867. Das Kapital [Capitall, 3 vols. Hamburg, Germany, Verlag von Otto Meisner.

Pareto, V. 1916. Trattato di sociologia generale [The Mind and Society). Florence, Italy, G. Barbéra.

Pew Research Center. 2014. Emerging and developing economies much more optimistic than rich countries about the future.
www.pewglobal.org/ (Accessed 13 July 2016.)

Piketty, T. 2013. Le capital au xx¢siécle [Capital in the Twenty-First Century]. Paris, Seuil.

Rousseau, J.-J. 1755. Discours sur lorigine et les fondements de l'inégalité parmi les hommes [Discourse on the Origin and Basis of
Inequality Among Men]. Amsterdam, Marc-Michel Rey.

Weber, M. 1922. Wirtschaft und Gesellschaft [Economy and Society], Tibingen, Germany, Mohr.


http://policydialogue.org
www.pewglobal.org

World
Social
Science
Report

WSS Report Editorial Team

Report directors (IDS):

Report director (ISSC):

ISSC senior adviser:

Researcher, IDS report manager:
ISSC report manager:

Melissa Leach, John Gaventa, Patricia Justino
Mathieu Denis

Francoise Caillods

Bruno Martorano

Lizzie Sayer

WSS Report 2016
Scientific Advisory Committee

Alberto Martinelli, Chair
Elisa Reis, Vice-Chair
Seyla Benhabib

Joshua Castellino
Juliana Martinez Franzoni
Achille Mbembe

Jamie Peck

Ingrid Schoon

Ismail Serageldin

Olive Shisana

Joseph Stiglitz

Michel Wieviorka

Jijiao Zhang

John Crowley, observer
Mathieu Denis, ex-officio

Adebayo Olukoshi, observer and Chair of
the Scientific Committee of the 2015 World
Social Science Forum

University of Milan, Italy

Federal University of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
Yale University, United States

Middlesex University, London, UK
University of Costa Rica, Costa Rica
Witwatersrand University, South Africa
University of British Columbia, Canada
Institute of Education, United Kingdom
Bibliotheca Alexandrina, Egypt

Evidence Based Solutions, South Africa
Columbia Business School, USA

Ecole des hautes études en sciences sociales, France
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, China
UNESCO

Executive director, International Social Science Council (ISSC)
International IDEA, and University of Johannesburg, South Africa



Acknowledgements

The World Social Science Report 2016 is a collaborative effort made possible by the support and contributions of
many individuals and organizations worldwide.

Thanks are due to all ISSC members around the world who have contributed to the development of the
Report, nominating people for the Scientific Advisory Committee, reaching out to authors, and supporting its
dissemination and discussion through their international networks.

The World Social Science Report 2016 was prepared in partnership by the ISSC and the Institute of Development
Studies (IDS) at the University of Sussex, and has been greatly strengthened by the engagement and
contributions of its leadership team and its wider international network.

The Report was financed by generous contributions from:

® the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (Sida)
® UNESCO, as part of its framework agreement with the ISSC

® the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC)

Other generous contributors include European Science Foundation (ESF), Netherlands Organisation for Scientific
Research (NWO), Research Council of Norway, Riksbankens Jubileumsfond and the Swedish Research Council.

The ISSCis very grateful for this support, without which the report would have not been possible. The ISSC also
wishes to acknowledge Sida’s invaluable contribution to the Report through the World Social Science Fellows
programme.

The Report was prepared under the guidance of a Scientific Advisory Committee, who provided advice on
the structure and content, as well as providing expert counsel on the development of its key messages and
recommendations for research. The editorial team would particularly like to thank the chair of the Committee,
Alberto Martinelli.

We would also like to thank Nada Al-Nashif, Assistant Director-General for Social and Human Sciences, and her
team at UNESCO, as well as the team from UNESCO Publishing, for their support throughout the production
process. We are also grateful for the provision of statistical data by the UNESCO Institute for Statistics.

The editorial team is indebted to the many colleagues who peer-reviewed contributions, as well as those who
provided ideas and advice on specific sections. There are simply too many to name, but a specific thank you goes
to Veronica Amarante, Bob Deacon, William Gumede, Elisa Reis, Daniel Waldenstrom and lulia Sevciuc for their
detailed comments on the manuscript.

The Report also benefited from the editorial expertise of Martin Ince, Alison Clayson, Anita Craig, Susan Curran,
llse Evertse, Carmen Scherkenbach and Dee Scholey. We are appreciative of the support and assistance provided
by the ISSC Secretariat, as well as by Corinne Hayworth for the graphic design and Katerina Markelova for project
management support.

We would like to thank all the authors for their insightful contributions and patient cooperation throughout the
editorial process.

A special tribute goes to our dear colleague Louise Daniel, who passed away in February 2015, and who initiated
the work on this Report with great enthusiasm and devotion.



World
Social

Science
Report

contents

Foreword . ... ... .. . 3
Preface ... ..o 5
Acknowledgements ....... ... ... .. 9
List of figuresandtables..............c.ooiiiiiiiiii i 14

Introduction and key messages
1. Social science challenges inequalities: general introduction,
Francoise Caillods and Mathieu Denis ........... .. ..., 18

2. Challenging inequalities: pathways to a just world.
Key messages and main contributions, Melissa Leach, John Gaventa,

Patricia Justino, Francoise Caillods and Mathieu Denis ....................... 26
PART | « CURRENT TRENDS IN INEQUALITIES 33
3. Drivers and dynamics of inequalities worldwide (an introduction to Part ),
Patricia Justino and Bruno Martorano ...................cccooiiiiiiiiiin.. 34
Chapter 1 « Inequalities: many intersecting dimensions 41
4.  Global versus national inequality, Francois Bourguignon ............... .. .o, 42
5.  Global inequality and the middle classes, Branko Milanovic .............. .. ... ... i i, 47
6.  Wage and income inequality, Patrick Belser ........... ..o i 49
7. Horizontal inequalities, Frances Stewart . ... ... o 51
8. ‘Leaving no one behind’: the challenge of intersecting inequalities, Naila Kabeer ................... 55
9. Inequality and natural resources in Africa, James C. Murombedzi ............................. ... 59
10. Inequality in education: the challenge of measurement,
Manos Antoninis, Marcos Delprato and Aaron Benavot ........... ... .. .. .. i i 63
11. POSTCARD - The multiple forms of digital inequality, Ben Ramalingam and Kevin Hernandez ....... 68
12. Untangling economic and political inequality: the case of South Africa,
John Gaventa and Carin RUNCIMAN ... ... .o e 70
13. Grounding justice and injustice, Ruth Fincher ......... .. ... . i, 74

14. Rising economic inequality and gender inequality: intersecting spheres of injustice, Shahra Razavi ...78

Chapter 2 « Inequalities in different parts of the world 83
15. Recent changes inincome inequality in China, LiShi..... ... o 84
16. Inequality in India: drivers and consequences, Jayati GhOSh ......... ... ..., 89
17.  Social justice and equality/inequality issues in modern-day Russia, Natalia Grigorieva .............. 93
18. Inequality in sub-Saharan Africa: dimensions and drivers, Jimi O. Adesing .......................... 96
19. Inequalities in the Arab region, Adam Hanieh ...... ... ... . . . i 101
20. The invisible hands of racial inequality in the USA, Fredrick C. Harris .............................. 104

21. Income inequality in Brazil: new evidence from combined tax and survey data, Marcelo Medeiros ...107

10



Contents

PART Il « THE CONSEQUENCES OF INEQUALITIES 111
22. Consequences and futures of inequalities (an introduction to Part I),
JOhn Gaventa ....... ... o 112
23. POSTCARD - Inequality: a historical issue within the United Nations
System, Richard Jolly ....... ... .. 118
Chapter 3 « Consequences and interactions of multiple inequalities 121
24. Economic growth and poverty reduction: the inequality connection, Ravi Kanbur ................. 122
25. Inequality and political conflict, Gudrun @stby ........... . 126
26. POSTCARD - Perceived inequalities among Lebanese nationals and Syrian refugees, Charles Harb ... .129
27. Inequality and sustainability, Melissa Leach ......... ... .. . i 132
28. POSTCARD - Challenging intersecting inequalities around access to water, Tahseen Jafry,
Blessings Chinsinga, Lilian Zimba and Ted Scanlon ....... ... .. .. . i i, 135
29. Poverty and environmental inequality in India, Sunita Narain ..................... ..o ... 137
30. Health and social justice in Egypt: towards a health equity perspective, Soha Bayoumi ............ 140
31. POSTCARD - The Ebola crisis: inequality and distrust, Annie Wilkinson and Abu A. Brima ........... 144
32. The spatial patterning of exposure to inequality and its social consequences in South Africa:
work in progress, David MCLennan ...... ... ... 146
33. POSTCARD - Food rights and wrongs, Naomi HOSS@in ............ .. . i, 150
34. The role of aspirations in the exclusion of Peruvian indigenous children, Laure Pasquier-Doumer . ..151
35. POSTCARD - Social inequality and young people in Europe: their capacity to aspire,
Evelyne Baillergeau and Jan Willem Duyvendak .......... ... ... i, 155
36. POSTCARD - Consequences of inequality for persons with disabilities — experience of ADD
International, Emma Cain ......... ... .. . 157
Chapter 4 « Inequality futures 159
37.  Inequality, economic democracy and sustainability, Madeleine Power, Richard Wilkinson
and Kate Pickett .. ..o 160
38. Malaise in the Western middle classes, Louis Chauvel and Anne Hartung .......................... 164
39. BRICS and global inequality, Jing Gu, Alex Shankland, Anuradha Chenoy and Gerry Bloom .......... 170
40. Inequalities and social progress in the future, Marc Fleurbaey and Stephan Klasen ................. 173
41. Inequality in an increasingly automated world, Lizzie Sayer .............. ... .o i, 177
42. POSTCARD - Digital connections in the face of inequality, Charles Onyango-Obbo ................. 180

11



World
Social
Science
Report

12

Contents

PART 11l « TRANSFORMATIVE RESPONSES,

TRANSFORMATIVE PATHWAYS 183
43. Towards equality: transformative pathways (an introduction to Part Ill),
Melissaleach ....... ... 184
Chapter 5 « Changing the rules 191
44. Labour market institutions and inequality, Janine Berg ........ ... ... ... . i, 192
45. Inequality and global social policy: policies, actors and strategies, Bob Deacon .................... 197
46. The decline and recent uptick of income inequality in Latin America, 2002-13,
Giovanni ANdred COTNIQ ......... ... o i e e 201
47. Taxation and inequality: lessons from Latin America, Juan Carlos Gomez Sabaini,
Bruno Martorano and Dalmiro Mordn ......... ... ... 206
48. Global instruments for tackling inequality: the African experience, Adebayo O. Olukoshi .......... 211
49. Financial liberalization and global inequality, Stephany Griffith-Jones and E.A. Brett . .. .. 215
50. Could changes in the international tax system be a strategy for dealing
with inequality? Mick Moore . .. ... 217
51. Aseatat the table is not enough: gender and political inclusion, Sohela Nazneen ................. 219
52. Land redistribution: opportunities and traps, Michael Lipton ......................... 223
53. Legal rights as instruments for challenging inequality, Celestine Nyamu Musembi ................. 225
54. Reducing inequality through transformative institutional policies:
the case of the industrial court of Nigeria, Caroline Joelle Nwabueze .............................. 229
55. Social protection, inequality and social justice,
Keetie Roelen, Rachel Sabates-Wheeler and Stephen Devereux ............ ... .. ... ... ... .... 231
56. Unconditional basic income, Erik Olin Wright .......... ... . o i i, 237
57. Universal health coverage as a powerful social equalizer, Riidiger Krech .............. 239
58. Critical elements for ensuring the success of more inclusive social policies, Michael Woolcock ... .. 241
59. Inequality and corruption, Bo ROthstein ...... .. ... 245
Chapter 6 » Mobilizing for change 249
60. Why social movements matter for addressing inequalities and ensuring social justice,
Leandro Vergara-Camus ... .. ... ... . 250
61. Inequalities and protests, Isabel Ortizand Sara Burke................................. 254
62. Africa’s uprisings: no end in sight, Adam Branch and Zachariah Mampilly ............. 256
63. Representing inequality: film, literature and the arts, Mike van Graan ................ 257
64. Grass-roots pathways for challenging social and political inequality, Alison Mathie with E. Alma,
A.Ansorena, J. Basnet, Y. Ghore, S. Jarrin, J. Landry, N. Lee, B. von Lieres, V. Miller, M. de Montis,
S. Nakazwe, S. Pal, B. Peters, R. Riyawala, V. Schreiber, M.A. Shariff, A. Tefera and N. Zulminarni .. . ... 259
65. Equality as a valued social norm, inequality as an injustice, Sakiko Fukuda-Parr ....... 263
66. A historical view of the politics of inequality, Duncan Green .................. ... ..., 265
67. Rising extreme inequality is a concern for us all, Winnie Byanyima ................... 269



68.

69.
70.
71.
72.

73.
74.

PART IV « TRANSFORMATIVE KNOWLEDGE
FOR A JUST WORLD

A global research agenda on inequality for the next ten years,

The World Social Science Report 2016 Editorial Team .......... .. .. .. i i,
Knowledge divides: social science production on inequalities and social Justice, Francoise Caillods . . ..
The use of big data in the analysis of inequality, Mike Savage ...................... ... ... ..
Tax and legal havens: a priority for inequality research, Alain Deneault .......................

POSTCARD - Increasing childhood equality in cities: a practical intervention through policy,

research and advocacy, Alberto Minujin ........... .
POSTCARD - Local knowledge as a common good, Kemly Camacho Jiménez ...................

POSTCARD - A proposal to monitor intersecting inequalities in the post-2015 Agenda,

Deborah S. ROGErS ... .o e

ANNEXES

Annex A - Basic statistics on the production
of social science research

Annex B « Bibliometric analysis of social and human science
research into inequalities and social justice

Annex C « Acronyms and abbreviations

Annex D « Glossary

Contents

273

297

299

345

355
357

13



World
Social
Science
Report

14

Contents

List of figures and tables

Figures

Figure 1.1
Figure 1.2
Figure 3.1
Figure 3.2
Figure 3.3
Figure 4.1
Figure 5.1

Figure 5.2

Figure 10.1
Figure 10.2
Figure 10.3
Figure 10.4

Figure 15.1
Figure 15.2

Figure 15.3
Figure 15.4
Figure 18.1

Figure 44.1
Figure 44.2

Figure 46.1
Figure 46.2
Figure 49.1

Evolution of Gini coefficients, high-income countries................... ..o i, 18
Evolution of Gini coefficients, middle-income countries............. ... o 19
Wealth of bottom 50 per cent versus wealth of richest sixty-two people ................... 34
Income share of the top 1 percentofearners............... i, 35
Gini trends in sub-Saharan Africa and Latin America and the Caribbean, 1993—2011 ........ 37
The evolution of global inequality of living standards from 1988102010 ................... 44
Variation of real income across different percentiles of global income distribution,

10882008 . 47
Countries with more than 30 per cent of their population in the bottom global decile

(below SPPP 450 per capita in 2008 PriCeS) . . ... out it ettt 48
Lower secondary education completion rate by location, selected low and

middle income countries, 2008—14 . ... ... it 64
Lower secondary education completion rate by location, wealth and gender,

Nigeria and the Philippines, 2013 . ... ... 65
Primary education completion rate and wealth parity index, selected low and middle

income couNtries, 2008—14 . . . . ... e 66
Concentration curve of the lower secondary education completion rate,

sub-Saharan Africa, 2000 and 2000 . .. ...ttt 66
Gini coefficient of income inequality in China, 1981-2014.............c.oiiiiiiiiiiiiiinn. 85
Number of workers in state-owned and urban collective enterprises as a percentage of
allworkers inurban China. ... o 85
Income gap between urban and rural areasin China ... 86
Number of rural—urban migrant workersin China.................... i, 87
Income share of the top 1 per cent and 5 per cent in South Africa .......................... 97
Interaction of Inequality Goal 10 and the other SDGs ..., 113
Time series of Syrian refugees registered by cadastral in Lebanon as of 30 April 2014 ...... 130

a) Neighbourhood poverty rates across Johannesburg and surrounding areas, 2001;
b) Neighbourhood ‘exposure to inequality’ scores across Johannesburg

and surrounding areas, 2001 ... ... 148
The shrinking middle in the USA during times of economic crisis: percentage of adults
identifying themselves as each social class............. o i 164
The shrinking middle: the changing shape of income distribution in Denmark, Germany,
France, the UK, the USA and Israel —six typical strobiloids.....................o . 165
Diverging cost of housing (real housing price index) and real household incomes index

in Germany, France, the UK, Australia, Canadaandthe USA........ .. ... ... .. .. ..., 166
World income distribution (with absolute population numbers) at three dates............. 174
The different policy areas that shape labour market outcomes ..................... ... 192
Components of disposable income, working-age population, mid-2000s,

thirty OECD COUNTII®S . .o 194
Trend in the average regional Gini index, early 1980st02012................ooviii.. 201
Trends in ideological orientation of eighteen Latin American governments, 1990-2013....202
Bank failures, regulation and inequality inthe USA......... .. ... i i, 215



Contents

Figure 55.1 Social assistance programmes in the ‘developing world’, 1990t02012 .................... 232
Figure 55.2  The impact of social grants on income inequality in South Africa.......................... 233
Figure 61.1 Number of protests by grievance or demand, 2006—13................. ..., 255

Tables

Table 2.1

Table 47.1
Table 47.2
Table A1
Table A2
Table A3

Table A4
Table A5
Table A6

Table A7
Table B1

Table B2

Table B3

Table B4
Table B5

Table B6

a) Worldwide publications on inequality and social justice per year, 1991-2014;
b) Number of social science and humanities publications on inequalities and social justice

produced worldwide per year, 19922013, . ... .. ...t 281
Number of SHS publications produced worldwide on inequality and social justice per
subfield, 1992—2013 (fractional counting) ............ i 282

a) Number of social and human science publications on inequality and social justice
per region, 1992—2013 (fractional counting);
b) Number of social and human science publications on inequality and social justice

per region for two periods, 1994-2003 and 2004=13. ... ..ottt 283
Number of social science and humanities publications on inequality and social justice

per country, 1992-2013 (fractional counting) .................. o 284
Health and social problems are worse in more unequal countries.......................... 286
Income inequality in the USA, 1910-2010. ... ....uuimit e 287
Under-5 mortality rate: local inequities.............. 292

Policies identified by authors as having contributed to reducing or curbing inequalities

in specific countries in specifictime periods. ............ . 29
Tax composition evolution in Latin American and OECD countries......................... 207
Change in RS indices for taxes in selected Latin American countries ....................... 208
Socio-economic indicators, 2014 or latest availableyear.................. .o 300
Expenditure on research and development, 2014 or latest availableyear................... 304
Researchers by sector of employment and field of science

(in headcounts - HC and full-time equivalents, FTE), 2014 or latest available year........... 308
Student enrolments, by level, total, social science, business and law,

and gender for three years circa 2006, 2011, 2014 . .. ... oottt 322
Student graduation, by level, total, social science, business and law, and gender,

selected years circa 2001, 2006 and 2011 .. ... oottt 330
Number of publications of the highest-producing countries in natural sciences,

social sciences, arts and humanities, 2009t0 2013 .................o i 338
Number of social science publications per country, Scopus and Web of Science (2008-13) ....... 339
Evolution in the number of publications on inequalities and social justice

perdomain of study, 1991-2014. . ... ... it 347
Number of publications in the social and human sciences on inequalities and social

justice produced per year worldwide, 1992102013 ......... ... 347

Number of publications in the social and human sciences on inequalities and social
justice produced worldwide per subfield (according to the Science-Metrix classification),

10022003 348
Number of publications (fractional counting) on inequalities and social justice produced
worldwide per region, country and time period, 19922013 ........... ... ...l 350

Number of social and human science publications (full and fractional counting) on
inequalities and social justice produced worldwide by region and time periods 1992-2013 ....352

Number of social and human science publications (fractional counting) on inequalities
and social justice produced worldwide per subfield (according to the Science-Metrix
classification) and region for the entire period, 1992-2013 .................oiiiiiii.... 353

15





http://unesdoc.unesco.org/ulis/cgi-bin/ulis.pl?catno=245825&gp=1&mode=e&lin=1

wv
13
oo
I
wvi
wvi
[3]
£
>
£
3
[
=]
e
9
S
=]
(=]
S
)
=

INTRODUCTION
AND KEY MESSAGES

1. Social science challenges inequalities: general introduction
Francoise Caillods and Mathieu Denis

2. Challenging inequalities: pathways to a just world.
Key messages and main contributions
Melissa Leach, John Gaventa, Patricia Justino, Francoise Caillods and Mathieu Denis

28 Millimetres, Women are Heroes. Action in Kibera slum,
general view, JR (Nairobi, Kenya, 2009)

© JR-ART.NET
Third-party use or commercial redistribution of all or part of this
image is subject to the prior permission of JR.

17



World
Social
Science
Report

18

Introduction and key messages

1. Social science challenges inequalities:
general introduction

Francoise Caillods and Mathieu Denis

The 2008 economic crisis, the popular uprisings of and private sector actors also saw neoliberalism take
the so-calledArab spring; food riots in Mexico, and root in other parts of the world, in the context of

the Occupy movement, have put inequality back on the globalization and financialization of the global
the global political agenda in the second decade of economy after the fall of the Eastern Bloc. The

the twenty-first century. The headlines on inequality assumption behind this shift in the logic of economic
are well known, but they remain striking. Various development was that the benefits of growth
evaluations conclude that in 2015 almost half of all generated by market forces would ultimately ‘trickle
household wealth was owned by 1 per cent of the down’to poor and vulnerable populations.

global population (Crédit Suisse, 2015) and that the
sixty-two richest individuals owned as much as the

bottom half of humanity (Oxfam, 2016). In the USA take place on a large scale. Following the liberalization

of their economies, and in an increasingly globalized

the top 1 per cent captured 55 per cent of the total .
world, several countries — both developed and

growth produced in the country between 1993 and

2014, and this trend is on the rise (Saez, 2014). emerging — did indeed record high rates of economic
growth. Yet inequality, and especially income
The recent increase in economic inequalities seems inequality, increased rapidly. With the adoption of the
to find its origins in the 1980s and 1990s, when the Millennium Development Goals by the international
neoliberal paradigm became dominant in western community in 2000, a strong emphasis was placed on
countries. During the same period, the interaction the reduction of extreme poverty and hunger, primary
of international organizations like the International education for all, gender equality and women's
Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank with states empowerment, and health.

Figure 1.1 Evolution of Gini coefficients, high-income countries
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Sources: OECD Income Distribution Database (retrieved 3 March 2016).
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Despite undeniable results on all of these fronts,
economic inequality continued to increase
within countries.

The data in Figure 1.1 confirm the considerable
increase in income inequality in Northern countries
such as the USA and the UK over the period. Even
countries with low levels of income inequality before
the 1980s, such as Sweden, have recorded substantial
increases. Emerging economies such as Colombia,
Brazil and India seem to have a higher level of income
inequality, although the data is scarcer and time series
shorter. Today, South Africa has the world's highest
income inequality, despite a decrease in recent years.

The context

On 25 September 2015, and following a globally
inclusive consultation process, the UN Assembly
adopted the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), which aim to end poverty, protect the
planet and ensure prosperity for all as part of a new
sustainable development agenda. Challenging
inequality is at the heart of the SDGs, with their
commitment to ‘leave no one behind’ One specific
Goal (10) is devoted to ‘Reducing inequality within
and among countries. Goal 10 has ten targets, some
of which emphasize the economic dimension of
inequality, such as Target 1, to promote faster than
average income growth for the bottom 40 per cent
of the population.

Target 2 stresses the need to promote the social,
economic and political inclusion of all, irrespective of
age, sex, disability, race, ethnicity, origin, religion or
economic or other status. Reaching these goals will
require macroeconomic, fiscal, financial, legal and
political instruments.
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Beyond SDG 10, several other SDGs encompass

the need to reduce inequalities and promote
inclusiveness by 2030 (see Box 1). They include Goal 1
(End poverty in all its forms everywhere), Goal 2

(End hunger, achieve food security and improved
nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture), Goal 3
(Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all
at all ages), Goal 4 (Ensure inclusive and equitable
quality education and promote lifelong learning
opportunities for all), Goal 5 (Achieve gender equality
and empower all women and girls), Goal 6 (Ensure
availability and sustainable management of water
and sanitation for all), Goal 7 (Ensure access to
affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy
for all), Goal 8 (Promote sustained, inclusive and
sustainable economic growth, full and productive
employment and decent work for all), Goal 11 (Make
cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient
and sustainable) and Goal 16 (Promote peaceful

and inclusive societies for sustainable development,
provide access to justice for all and build effective,
accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels).

Figure 1.2 Evolution of Gini coefficients, middle-income countries
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Concurrently with the development of the SDGs,
several important studies over the past decade or so
have confirmed that some dimensions of inequality
are reaching levels unheard of in recent decades.
Some of these accounts have become best-sellers.

Granted, inequality stands very high in the list of
classic social science topics. Sociology was largely
born out of efforts to understand new forms of
inequality associated with the industrialization of
European countries. Over the past two centuries,
social theories have focused continuously on
inequality in one way or another, and the number of
studies dealing with issues and aspects of inequality
is probably incalculable. Inequality never entirely
disappeared from the radar of the social sciences.
Yet until recently it had ceased to be a trend-setter

in most disciplines. The incredible success of Thomas
Piketty’s Capital in the Twenty-First Century (close to

2 million copies sold in its various translations) and
Wilkinson and Pickett’s The Spirit Level (translated into
twenty-four languages), the awarding of the Sveriges
Riksbank Prize in Economic Sciences in Memory of
Alfred Nobel to inequality specialists Joseph Stiglitz
(2001) and Angus Deaton (2015), and the publication
of numerous world reports, confirm that inequality
has once more become a critical field of concern and
of vibrant, innovative research.
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The objectives of the 2016 World Social
Science Report

Does the world need a new global report on inequality?
This Report adds to the existing literature by filling several
important gaps. First is the insufficient consideration
given in many of these studies to forms of inequality
beyond economic ones such as income, consumption
and assets. Less attention has been paid to other forms
of inequality, including in health and education and with
regard to gender, and still less to further dimensions
such as environmental and knowledge inequalities. Even
when these other dimensions are recognized, studies
usually focus on one or another, missing the interactions
between them. Then the partition of research on
inequality into subfields of specialization, or silos, creates
a second gap, namely the over-representation of certain
disciplines, and insufficient recognition of the potentially
much broader scope of social science contributions and
perspectives on inequality. A third, additional gap results
from the dominant focus on quantifiable indicators

to the detriment of analytical 