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CHECK SHexl

(Do not renove from attached she

Prohibition Law

VE ¢ T “ APTEGANL IR . - ISR
" Capt. J. Williams 2 Avgust 194f

l, 4t first eight, the propcsed Bill serves the sound purpose of proe
tecting young peonle from twenty to twemnty-five years from the harmful
physical and social effects of aleoholiec abuse,
2. Yet the Bill is another egpressiomn of the deeprooted Japamese ideal
of the patern’;‘lstic state, It will mean increased regimentation of the
neople and extend police activities to amother field, Adolescemts up
to twenty years of age are already protected by the exlsting law, and
that is desirable and reasonable, IHowever, a nerson whco has reached

the age of twenty and is considered mature emough to exercise his or
her political rights by votimg, ought to be treated as an adult with
full respomsibility for his or her acts, “Omly if the youmg Japanese
learn to comtrol their imdividual passiorms evern without the threat

of pclice and prison, will they be able to revive and stremgther demo-
cratic terdencies and to establish respect for the fundamental human
righte, as the Posdam Declaration expresses it,
3. I wish to drav your attentionm particularly to Art, IIl and V of the
Bill, According to these provisions the Police Office may warm violators
of the law, After a viclator has beenm warned three times and continues
to drink, he will be pumished, 1‘~Io_‘rm‘:ch izagination is needed to predict
how these provisions will be handled in practice, They will give the

nholice an excellemt and welcome opportumity to spy om youmg pepple and




<
to intimidate them, Yorms people will live again in comstant fear of the

police, since ' they cannot poseibly refrain from the use of alcohel conm=-

nletel¥. Umreasorable police officers might go 8o ar as to preveat

them from drianking a glass of beer or saki durisg a harmless birthday

celebration, However, if amything must be avoided, it 1s the fear of
the police, because it has beem and still is this very fear which has
made the Japanese people subserviemt Lo the avthority of "the state,”

L. Finally, the experiemce of the United States with regard to prohibite

ior has tavght us that to make drimking a criminal offense for adults

does not work,

5. The question whether SCAP should object to the enactment of the proposec
law is, of course, a question of policy which depsnds upon the extent
of the "hands off" primeiple, I believe that the issue is important enough

to submit it to the decision of the Chief, Gowesrmment “ectiom,
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