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The Value of Public Libraries

By Edwin S. Wang

There are two kinds of libraries; namely, private and
public. The public library is of great value and renders much
service to society. In the western countries, there are hundreds
~ and thousands of public libraries of various sizes established for
the benefit of the people. But in our country there are few;
for our citizens do not appreciate the importance of public
libraries., They are beneficial to society in many respects so
far as education is concerned. | '

In the first place, a public library is a kind of recreation
ground. It consists of all sorts of books, pictures and news-
papers which a person could not provide even if he was a rich
man. The people in the vicinity can greatly improve their
knowledge by going to the library and by reading the various
kinds of books it contains., This is by far the most valuable -
effect of the library. '



2 THE STUDENTS' MAGAZINE

In the second place, it helps the poor people very much
financially. They can not afford to procure books to read.
But by means of going to the library, they can increase their
stock of knowledge as well as the rich people.

In the third place, a public library is a convenience to the-
school boys for reference work. For lack of funds, a great
many schools can not have a library of their own. The only
place where the students could get their reference is in the-
public library. |

Moreover, a public library is a place where the people
always go in their Jeisure hours. It thus utilizes the leisure:
time which a man is apt to idle away. The building of a public
library also adds more or less beauty to the place where it is
located.

In conclusion, I must say that excepting schools and
colleges, the public library is a great assistant in the educational
world.

LEFEET S EER
.—_—-p-nnm-&--e-——-—
Reading

= By Woo Teh Chang

It is known to all that clothing, eating and sheltering are -
essential to human beings. But only a few learn that reading
is almost as important as the three necessities of life. Men
like warm clothing to wear, fine food to eat and a comfortable
home to live in; then why shouid they not desire to obtain a
certain amount of knowledge to earn a living? Some one will
perhaps say, what method shall I follow if I will improve my
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knowledge? Then I am very glad to tell him that the key to
get knowledge is reading.

There are many classes of people in society, Some are high
while others are low. Do you think that wealth makes them
stand high and low? If you think so, you are entirely wrong.
I dare say it is not wealth but reading alone that distinguishes
people from one another. Moreover, without knowledge, there
is nearly no difference between mankind and animals, As
men have homes to shelter them from wind and rain, birds
have nests and beasts have burrows, In like manner, men have
clothing to protect them from cold; the animals have feathers,
hair, or fur to keep their bodies warm. Again men can find
food to eat; so dothey. Upon this, I venture to advise that he
who does not like reading, must make up his mind fo study at
once, or he will hardly be distinguished froin a bird or a beast.

The advantage of reading can hardly be overestimated. It
increases a man"a knowledge and helps him in mastering any
language. It also enables him to understand what is unknown.
1f he reads some useful books carefully, he will surely get much
knowledge and a great profit out of it. In reading classics or
essays he will know new expressions and idiomatic phrases.
He will learn all the customs of ancient times and the great
deeds of persons of note, if he studies history. He will know
what happens in our own country as well as all over the world,
when he reads newspapers. For this reason, reading is of very
great use to mankind.

Books are of widely different kinds. Some are useful,
others unprofitable. Therefore great care must be taken in
selecting books. Bad books not only waste one’s time, but also
degenerate one’s character. 8o in buying & new book, one has
first to look at its contents and examine whether it is instructive
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or not. In so doing, his knowledge-stock will be increased day
after day, and he will also be kept from being lpad astray. If he
do otherwise, his valuable time would be wasted for nothing.
Besides this, one should not be eager to read hard books at first,
because he can not understand them thoroughly, and therefore
there is but little useful knowledge he will get. - What should
he do then? He should read the books within his reach, and
he will master the lesson soon. o

In my opinion there are some ways of reading. First of
all, he must be diligent in studying. As a man can not re-
member all what he has heard or seen, diligence is the key to
success, Secondly, he should bear in mind that perseverance
will lead him to success. At the very beginning of a man’s work,
he may find many difficulties about him. If he is afraid of
advancing forward he can hardly accomplish anything. Re-
golve, therefore, with effort “ to go through fire and water.”
Thirdly, study every day at a fixed time. You learn one thing
to-day, and another to-morrow. Little by little your vocabulary
will be enriched. Lastly, students often like their teachers to
give them many lessons every day or they themselves are fond of
reading a great number of lessons at a time. It is truly good to
 remember many lessons, but they had better learn by heart
only a few Jessons a day. A danger is often created that students
do not give close attention to their lessons, such as punctuation,
phrases, and the construction of sentences. Thus they do not
remember them firmly. At last nearly all that they have heard
or seen before will be forgotten, and they are still ignorant
of the lessons glven.

The suggestions mentioned above are important to every
man, especially to a student. If he can follow the advice, I am
gure he will master English sooner or later.

UREXBATPTREREBSEREREY
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My Native City
By Hu-Chang Foong

Soochow, my native city, is situated on the bank of Tai Woo
Lake, -k 1, and is at a distance of three hundred 1i from
Shanghai. It is a large, famous and rich city and contains five ’
hundred thousand people. The area of it is about fifty square

riles and it has six city gates. In the Ching dynasty ii was
" a provincial ecity of Kiangsu province, many high civil and
military officials were stationed there, but now it has become a
district city. |

In the center of the city is a temple called the Yuan Miao
kuan, & & 1. In front of this temple is the most beautiful
and busiest street of Soochow. Many shops are on it.  Many
men or women daily visit it for pleasure or for shopping.

Another splendid place is Ch‘ang-gate, § [, which is an
important place for trade in Soochow. Many prosperous mer-
chants live there. The road outside of the Ch‘ang-gate is smooth,
therefore we can ride in carriages from the See-gate, £ 4, to
the Ch‘ang-gate. The Shanghai-Nanking Railway, J8 ¥ & ¥,
passes the north of Soochow. The station is about three miles
from Ch‘ang-gate, s0 travellers coming or going from Shanghai
or Nanking can visit Scochow conveniently. South of the city
there is a Japanese settlement ealled the Ching Yang Ti, 3§ §; i,
and the consul from Japan is stationed there. A few people
live there but the business is very dull,

In the city there are many private gardens such as the
Half-garden, 4@, Ts-garden, Z [, and Djei-garden, & [l.
The horticulture garden, ¥ &, which is situated at the Boo-
Men, #& [, was laid out by Governor Dzen, £, about six years
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ago. It has many plants and flowers, but it has been neglected
gince the revolution. The Poh Z Pagoda, 4t 3% 3%, which has
nine stories, is the highest and most noted one in Soochow,
from the top of which we can see clearly the whole city.

On the ouilside of the city there are many hills such as
- Seven Sons Mountains, & 7 i, Tiger Hill, j& E§, and
Linghgan, 8 B¢, which are most ancient, so the visitor always
goes there in the spring. '

Many of the schools of Soochow are public, but a few of -
them are missionary or private, Thosse schools such as Boys and
and Girls’ Normal School, Boys and Girls’ Middle School, Boys
and Girls’ primary school, and the Soochow University, ete.,
<ach has two or three hundred students.
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The Speech of the Man Who Caught the Snake

In the outskirts of Yuenchow, there is found a particulaz
kind of enake whose body is black with marks. The grass
and plants will die, if it passes over them, and when it bites
men none can be protected from its venom. But if anybody
can find if, and dry it, it can be made a kind of medicine
which can prevent typhus, and other diseases, keep off leprosy,
and kill microbes. A first the doctor of the palace ordered the
people by means of king's power to find it, and send it twice

each year. They need not pay tax. Then the people of Yuen-
chow all hurried to find it.

For three generations, a family of the name of Tsiang had
caught the snake. Once I asked one of them about it. He
replied with a sad look : ** Both my grandfather and father died
of poison when catiching the snake. I have caught it for about
twelve years, and have been near death several times.” T was
full of pity for him and said, “ If it is so dangerous for you, X
will tell the governor to charge you to be taxed again. What
is your mind about this?’’ Then Tsiang’s eyes were filled
with tears as he said, ¢ Did you take pity for my life? Ii is



3 THE STUDENTS’ MAGAZINE

easier fo make a living this way than to pay taxes. I had died
a long time ago, if I hadn’t caught the snake.* Since my
grandfather lived here till now about sixty years, the in-
habitants were fewer and fewer day after day. The people were
taxed on all products of their fields, and imports. They cried
wlen they were removed. They often fell down for they were
hungry and thirsty. They ventured out in storm and rain, and
risked their lives winter and summer. They caught diseases
and many died in this way. Of the neighbours who lived with
my grandfather now only one-tenth are left, in my father’s
time there were only two or three temths. During my time
only twelve years, yet there are only four or five tenths living.
They either died or removed. But I am alive. When the
cruel officer came to my country, he made a shrill sound around
us. Even the cocks and dogs were in great fear. T rise up to
sec my pot where my snake was hidden. Then I sleep com-
fortably. I took care to feed the snake till the time I sent it to
the king. 1 ate my food which is produced in my fields to
preserve my life. But I venture the danger only twice each year,
and the rest of the time was happy. I am not like my neigh-
bours who have it day by day. Now though I die in this way
yet my life comes to the end later than that of my neighbours.
Do I dare to eay it is too dangerous for me?’’ I was very sorry
to hear this. Confucius said a cruel polity is more furious than
the tigers. @ But I had always been full of doubts about this. 'J
Now since I had heard Tsiang’s speech, I believed it very much.

Alas! Who knows the tax is more venomous than. the
snake? So I wrote this composition hoping that one who knowg
the human customs can correct the political defects.
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