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Context
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https://www.lenbachhaus.de/besuchen/kalender/termin/digitale-vortrags-
und-gespraechsreihe-16940

Media outcry after the „Staatliche 

Kunstsammlungen Dresden“ decided

to change some object titles!

https://www.lenbachhaus.de/besuchen/kalender/termin/digitale-vortrags-und-gespraechsreihe-16940
https://www.lenbachhaus.de/besuchen/kalender/termin/digitale-vortrags-und-gespraechsreihe-16940
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● Sources/material in provenance research contain problematic
and sensitive content

● Digitization > content is reproduced online and visible & usable
for everyone

● Effects: discriminations and stereotypes are being continued, 
unreflective use, misuse, persons are still being hurt 
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Max Perl <Berlin> [Hrsg.]: Alte und moderne Bücher, Graphik, Handzeichnungen: 
... 22. Mai 1939 ... (Katalog Nr. 202) — Berlin, 1939. 
https://doi.org/10.11588/diglit.6293#0004

Auktionshaus Albert Kende <Wien> [Hrsg.]
3 Original-Gemälde von Anthonis van Dyck, Antiquitäten: (Porzellane der Wiener und anderer 
Manufakturen, Gläser ...) ; Ölgemälde alter und neuerer Meister, Aquarelle, Miniaturen […] 
(Katalog Nr. 44) — Wien, 1918. https://doi.org/10.11588/diglit.16438#0010

https://doi.org/10.11588/diglit.6293
https://doi.org/10.11588/diglit.16438
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search results in Lost Art, https://www.lostart.de/de/start

data fields and example within the WGA-database

http://wga-datenbank.de/erlaeuterungen-zur-datenbank.php?s=2&sub=4

https://www.lostart.de/de/start
http://wga-datenbank.de/erlaeuterungen-zur-datenbank.php?s=2&sub=4


● Discriminatory and racist terminology (and images!)

● Personal/private information

● Ideological terminology, content of political propaganda

● …

Examples of problematic and sensitive content
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Related questions

● Should we publish everything online (unrestricted)?

● How should we deal with problematic and sensitive content online?

● Which strategies exist already?

● What possibilities does Wikidata offer?

● What about the FAIR-principles and CARE-principles?
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data record for an object in the online Collection of the Staatliche 
Kunstsammlungen Dresden (SKD). Image source: 
Münzkabinett, Staatliche Kunstsammlungen Dresden, photo: SKD.

https://skd-online-collection.skd.museum/Details/Index/1466101

example of a data reconrd in the database Prometheus
https://prometheus-bildarchiv.de/de/

Possible strategies

https://skd-online-collection.skd.museum/Details/Index/1466101
https://prometheus-bildarchiv.de/de/
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data record for an object in Digital Benin

https://digitalbenin.org/catalogue/28_192565

https://digitalbenin.org/catalogue/28_192565


Provenance Loves Wiki, Berlin & online, Jan 12–14, 2024

Other strategies

● Exchange with neutral terminology

● Delete problematic or sensitive content

● Restrict access

> Compatability of strategies with FAIR–principles and CARE–principles?
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Source: Paulina Halina Sieminska (Graphik) / Dr. Ilona Lang,
CC BY-SA 4.0, https://forschungsdaten.info/themen/veroeffentlichen-und-
archivieren/faire-daten/

https://forschungsdaten.info/themen/veroeffentlichen-und-archivieren/faire-daten/
https://forschungsdaten.info/themen/veroeffentlichen-und-archivieren/faire-daten/

