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EDITORIAL

~ ‘6.6@/

I'am extremely delighted in placing this work of compilation on
Late Prof. Shri N.R. Deshpande, the direct disciple of Shri Gurudev
Dr.R.D.Ranade. Prof.Deshpande had imbibed the spirit and
aspirations of his Guru in his personality. He was a very popular and
accomplished professor held in high esteem by all his students and
acquaints.

This is a collection of memories of Prof.N.R.Deshpande’s life
recorded by different persons who were fortunate to come into
contact with him. Some people revere him as an idle Professor and
some cherishes affection for him as a loving guide and companion.
Some look upon him as a magnanimous man, while others respect
him as an intellectual guide. His highly respectable manners and

spiritual life style attract one and all.

The first part of the book begins with the recollection of
memories by Prof.N.R.Deshpande’s colleagues, students, admirers

and family members.

The second part of the book is the collection of editorial notes
written by Prof.N.R.Deshpande as Editor-in-Chief'to the Pathway to
God, Quarterly Journal published by ACPR during 1976-77.

The third part of the book is collection of articles written by
Prof.N.R.Deshpande on the basic tenets, aims and objectives of
ACPR Belagavi. This part is in the nature of re-dedicating and re-
resolving the basic charter of objectives of A.C.P.R. Belagavi in
consonance with the Constitution of the ACPR written by Gurudev
Dr.R.D.Ranade in the year 1924.
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The fourth part of the book is collection of poems and articles
written by Prof.N.R.Deshpande.

The fifth part of the book is collection of rare photographs
relating to the life journey of Prof.N.R.Deshpande.

Prof.N.R.Deshpande always held Gurudev Dr.R.D.Ranade as
the great modern mystic philosopher of modern India.
Prof.N.R.Deshpande lived his life within the spiritual parameters
demarcated by Dr.Gurudev Ranade.

This book is my humble tribute to this great soul who played a
vital role in translating the basic tenets, aims and objectives of ACPR
Belagavi envisioned by Shri Gurudev Dr.R.D.Ranade and placing
them on a concrete footing. In fact, he arrived as a veritable
messenger of Shri Gurudev Dr.R.D.Ranade at the most crucial times
of upheavals in the history of ACPR. It was during his tenure as the
Editor-in-Chief of the quarterly journal Pathway to God and later as
its Chairman, that the ACPR was rededicated to the noble cause,
with possible dimensions in consonance with its original aims and
objectives as envisioned by Shri Gurudev Dr.R.D.Ranade.

Prof. N.R.Deshpande after taking up the reins as the Chairman
of ACPR the academic nature of ACPR was re-declared and
rejuvenated widening its horizons to various activities such as
conferences, seminars, symposia, workshops, socio-philosophical
and spiritual discourses etc.

Needless to say, during his time as a Chairman of ACPR,
several celebrated national and international dignitaries, Supreme
Court judges, philosophers and renowned professors and scholars
visited ACPR. Further, an All India Academic Council was also
formed during his times. As such, I think it is my duty to place on
record the selfless services he rendered to this Academy. By bringing
out this book we recognize his relentless services.
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I am extremely thankful to all the contributors for sharing their
valuable experiences, thereby enriching this book. My ardent
salutations to all those who have been instrumental in bringing out
this book.

I shall feel my efforts rewarded if these Reminiscences inspire
the reader fraternity and the younger generation in particular to
follow the footprints of the great soul.

Date: 30-11-2020. In the services of my Guru,

Place:Belagavi. Adv. Maruti B. Zirali
Hon. Secretary,
ACPR, Belagavi.
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We are extremely happy to place yet another valuable book in
the hands of readers. ACPR has published over two dozen books in
last two years. These works will have a long lasting and far reaching
effect in creating a healthy society with humanitarian and global
vision.

The present book on Late Prof. N.R. Deshpande is a
compilation of articles edited by Adv. Maruti B. Zirali Hon.
Secretary of ACPR Belagavi. Prof N. R. Deshpande's services to
ACPR is invaluable. He rescued this institution from the troubled
water and reset it on a sound footing. ACPR salute such a dedicated
pious personality and offers tribute to him through this book.

Our special thanks to Prof. Dr. Madhumati Kulkarni Chief
Editor of our journal Pathway to God for her relentless help in
bringing out this book.

We thank all the contributors for their valuable articles. These
are the treasures of reminiscences of Prof. Deshpande's personality.

The financial assistance is equally important in publication
activities. We whole heartedly thank the students and the admirers of
Prof. N.R. Deshpande. We pray Shri Gurudev to bless them all and
their families with choicest grace upon them.

We are beholden to thank Shri Ashok Dhond, proprietor of
Impression press and his team led by Shri Atul Bhatkhande for their
painstaking task of printing in an elegant manner.

We place this book in the hands of readers with a deep sense of
fulfilment in respecting a great soul who made ACPR as an
international institution.

Date:30/11/2020 Adv. Ashok Potdar
Place:Belagavi Chairman, ACPR, Belagavi.
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I. Articles by Colleagues
Students & Admirers

The Preservation of thoughts of the master
throws on the deciples a special
responsibility of propagating his philosophy
in all its preston purity.

- Prof. B.R. Kulkarni

Editorial note Pg No.9. Students in
Indian Philosophy by Dr. R.D. Ranade







Jai Shri Gurudev

- Shri. Vivek Deshpande
Sangli

tis my Honor to write about Late Shri Prof. N.R. Deshpande,

my father. The words and sentences are not enough to
describe his personality, as his personality was very towering and
versatile, and larger than life. My father was almost everything for
me in my life right, from my childhood to the last moments with him.
He was not my father, he was my mentor and Guide as well. As such,
his personality is embossed on my Life.

From my childhood my father gave me the rich Sanskar. The
spiritual and ritual knowledge he induced in me is beyond
comparison. The Adhyatmic and Sadguru parampara have been in
our family through Late Shri Dadasaheb Deshpande, my
Grandfather. He was disciple of Shri Amburao Maharaj and Shri
Gurudev Ranade. Thus Adhyatmic and Philosophical culture
naturally prevailed in our family.
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My Father got the Nama (Guru Deeksha) directly from his Guru
Shri Gurudev Ranade at an early age and he was even very lucky to
be in the Aura of Shri Gurudev Ranade for a long period. As such his
Adhyatmic and Philosophical knowledge was enriched. Because of
this he carved his fundamentals very beautifully and constructively,
putting his life is pathway in the right direction. His Academic
excellence was excellent. He was Mining Engineer and then he
completed L.L.B from Karnataka University with Ist Rank to the
University throughout the Three Years. He was practicing Law at
Belgaum Court, then he joined B.V.Ballad Law College as a
Professor till his last moments.

Many philosophical and spiritual utterances would emerge
naturally in his day-to-day conversation.

He would say, ‘Keep on Walking on the Eternal Pathway...,You
may sometimes realize the pains of your mind, your emotional
disturbances, difficulties in life are bound to shoot up, problems are
bound to crop-up, but we have to be waiting and ever active. Let us
not withdraw from the onward march. Let us not compromise with
the difficulties. It is just a phase of Time. It is very hard and very
much Testing on account of its capacity of mixing the pain,
instability, disparity, darkness with the entirety of your life.

Life is like a living Novel, It is not a drama of a few hours, but a
living with every moment of the life.

Knowingly or unknowingly, purposely or accidently God
realization comes in his life and that is the highest pathway in the
life.To walk on this Pathway is the greatest moment in life and for
that no attestation is required. To realize the God, to attain His Great
Mercy, to dissolve in his Love is the only great struggle for every
human being. The same Great Lord always warms his children
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through the Heat of Sun, showers his Love through raining clouds,
fills every nook and corner of our life. He is always with us, but we
have to be with him, that is Our JOB in the journey of life. In the
process being with Him, “I”...“WE” will bubble away from our
existence, as we are nothing but a part of the “Great Lord”.

On the Pathway to God Realisation, difficulties are ample,
influencing on ill-using us. In the beginning, we fix our destination,
direction and the route of our Journey. But after we walk some
distance, we don’t rethink about the destination, as we are immersed
in the illusion of life. So GOD is a very difficult destination. Our
difficulties in life make us believe, GOD to be totally unexisting,
often one may feel on this pathway why so much strain in holding
against the flow? But this Glory is unimaginable, He keeps his
devotee walking and being with Him always.

On this way towards destination, we have to analysize,
categorize, and systematise and renew the strength within to suit the
times to come. We have to hold ourselves from victimizing to panic
Darkness of the strained Goal keeper in the process on this pathway.
More Right you are, more near you are to the Goal.

This is all like a call to the tottering steps in the lost sands. Itis a
Voice awakening through surrounding darkness.....Ye SOUL! Do
Not. Do Not! Hold a while, It is TO SHINE, Night is to get over and
It will DAWN....Your Long and hard wait will bear the fruitful
end....But keep on and keep on WALKING on the Pathway till you
reach the Eternal Destination.. Such things he always used to convey
to us through his conversation.

He always used to say that the Knowledge in human being
dispels doubts in the Pathway of Spiritual journey, and unmistakably
bounds one with a typical consciousness of being “Knower”. In the
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process “AHANKAR” born out of the sense of possession of
Knowledge, takes possession of the human being internally,creats
the selfas “I” “WE”.

When Knowledge Dawns as passing phase of a Realizing Soul
singularly, advancing towards Dawn, then Realization only happens
to be sublime feel of Divine Consciousness, upgrading the realizing
Soul is the only purpose of such Knowledge, which raises the
introvert process in a Devotee, this process happens to be the only
object of this ‘Knowledge’. At same time it is the overt expression of
the digested knowledge that creates a fatigue in the realizing Soul.

Words and Codes have hardly anything to say about the mode of
pathway of the Spiritual Progress. Like water merging in water
words from experience when realized in experience give their
contents a meaning. The digested Knowledge then oozes out leaking
as through overt struggle for confirmation, it does produce its
reaction, which is nothing but the tiring sense of knowing the things.

As such sometimes it is safer to be a simple, unknowing
Devotee than a seeker with the clarity of knowledge. In Human
being,”BHAV” which is the subliming sense of dissolution is hardly
associated with the Man of Knowledge, while it is embedded in man
with the surrendered sense of missing it. He knows more by missing
the knowledge. He unconsciously over-passes the land marks of
subliming Soul. In the spiritual process “BHAV” is the greatest trade
secret in the Kingdom of God, even it is very difficult to translate its
meaning. It is more a symbol than meaning. " BHAV” is the magic
that elevates the SOUL from Seeker to be a Beloved of GOD. This is
all here not for underlining anything, but for a balanced view of the
things. So it is very important for a Devotee to keep the balance to
reach the Goal of God Realisation, which is highest and final
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manifestation in our life. So keep on walking on this eternal pathway
to obtain the vision of the Realization of GOD and finally get totally
immersed in the GOD Himself.

He used to say that, what is difficult to know and realize in
action is the quality of the urge that the lovers of GOD have, the
THRUST, the FIRE of hunger they feel towards GOD.. and this
Realization comes by His Grace only. If one sets out finding in
diverse ways of connections, he will remain more in finding than
studying, and the Truth will still be far off.

More wise one tries to be more difficult to over he find the ways.
It is simple but unmixed, fiery urge for him that will liberate us. Be
bathed in one and you will find Him. What weakens us is the doubt of
the mind. The Doubting mind cannot place its Faith anywhere and
without Faith you can move no step ahead any more.

One’s imagination of GOD is more charming and green than the
Reality. God as in Reality won’t be acceptable to many seekers. We
need to accept His supremacy. So keep FULL FAITH with intensity
of meditation to realize him within you.

He used to say as...<d, the Fate is very powerful. Everything

happens according to His Will is a perfect truth. But many times we
fall short in making ourselves understand it completely and rather
truly about the things. Now, Everything is His Will.....if a man is
wasting his, or is indulging in worldly physical intoxication of
enjoyment... he goes on to support himself by thinking that
everything is his will, and he may feel very much relieved and
elevated, but the results that follow prove the real inside of it. After
his out external efforts, if during the course of makes us feel helpless,
the attitude of surrender and sending shelter in His Will, will be a
proper thing.
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Our greatest fate dawned when GOD gave us the Human Birth
and the Human laboratory of body is an unique creation GOD. Then
“I” which is not body but propelling vitality in body (Im&=TH Sfia)
has a supreme chance for knowing is “Own Self”. In no other birth
thinking in using concentrated meditating and realizing is ever
possible. And consequent processing as “Soul” for its own
Realization is an extraordinary thing in those births. But after getting
Human Birth also to have an inner attachment for Devotion to GOD
is again rare thing. So it is very essential to have great Faith in him,
meditate intensely keeping the balance of human body psychology
to achieve the great Realization thatis GOD.

He used to say, till you remain worrying of yours betterment
and security in the worldly part of your life, you are at a great strain
and continuous patches of struggle occur without any fruits.
Apparently these seem to exist some reason behind this continuous
struggle and aimless tottering. For it is at rare moment of
introspective analytic conclusive enquiry, one finds himself more
than what he mostly exists. 1 feels these moments of “Self
Revelation “come by his Grace only, For those very are the Golden
Moments, when Spirit in us manifests dominating the flesh and a
consequently charge of Spiritual Energy floats actively within us. It
gives an elevated look at the self, it shows the glimpses of the far
extending size of the Promise Land of the Soul, it alone gives an eye
to see the Spiritual Being in us.

At these moments, the high soaring ever changing kite of mind
is temporarily at rest. Instinct and enjoyment motivated plans of
flesh are stilled. The lake of our inner self is clean and settled and an
inside peep in devotee happens to be a possible; Mind exists there,
but settled down stratifying at the base.
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And for the time being one is synchronized at an a elevated
resonance .But these moments must prove to be of uplifting at life.
The emotional upsurge that one feels at such moments should get a
direction properly leading to the evolved actions. The energy that
appears out must not separate, expressed, but should get assimilated
to nourish and strengthen the Spiritual Self. At this, as if God extends
aladder to step to Devotee. Likewise Spiritual dusks and dawn come
and go, and we are Trained not to worry, Sense of time grips are
loosened. These are the moments when we are totally in the trance of
spiritual realization of the GOD ONLY and that is the only TRUTH
that EXISTS all the time and forever. ...

In this whole of universe, GOD is only real truth exists for
Human Being. To see HIM is the only last and final goal for Human
being. If this devotional thinking once gets sprouts in his life as early
as possible, then automatically he feels and same expressed within
himself. In this condition with intense meditating process, a
devotee’s Soul feels like shining inside and same continuously
remains within him, that he can feel, only meditation and only doing
meditation remains around him and that exists around him, all his

worldly desires, problems and feelings get seized at a point or feels
like diminished.

In this process of action, in devotee’s life only meditation
remains as real way of doing life and this continuous process of
intense mediation of the Eternal God, which triggers the feeling of
being disembodied fa¢dl, i.e. as if feeling, the Soul being totally

detached from this worldly existing body and he becomes a beloved
of Eternal GOD. For Devotee clear vision and love of GOD remains
only within him and he never turns back to his worldly desired life, in
this trans he quits the illusive desirous life and forever get in
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dissolution of GOD itself. Here, Devotee gets real Fruit Full end and
he accomplishes his PATHAWAY OF GOD REALIZATION.

So he always used say...Acquire full knowledge with full
dignity and always admire it within yourself and when it comes on
spiritual pathway, always be a devotee with highest “BHAV” and
“Surrendered” sense towards Eternal GOD. So to keep this balance
in life is very important, because journey here may end some day, but
journey towards Eternal God will be always there and remains. In
the whole Universe and in constitution of Eternal God Kingdom,
Only the GOD & his beloved DEVOTEE’S place is there for all the
times and times to come...such few examples are Shri Pundalik, Shri
Dnyaneshwar Maharaj, Shri Tukaram Maharaj, Shri Bhausaheb
Mabharaj, Shri Amburao Maharaj, Shri Gurudev Rande.....for all
Devotees God remains within them forever all the time and times to

He had a unique way of his life journey, from his childhood to
his last moments, he had a different and unique aura on all, within his
family as well as in the social circle. Due to his great human nature
he was a great loving personality thought his life span in every
body’s mind. He had a highest respect for education, for that he
devoted & dedicated his full life. He says never stop leaning,
because student in you will always keep you aware of sense of
knowing the things all the time & updating oneself. He had great
love and space for his students all the time in his life. He has great
number of students in his life span, now they are serving in all fields
of'the life with great respect and dignity.

He was associated with ACPR (Academy Of Comparative
Philosophy And Religion) from his early life. Later he was
Chairman of ACPR and adhered to it till his last moments.
Throughout his span as Chairman he adhered the ACPR’S motto
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which is laid down by Shri Gurudev Ranade with his great vision as
One God, One World, One Humanity.

He took his last breath at ACPR 7am on Utpatti Ekadashi on
30th Nov 2002 and left all of us. Still his presence and memories are
alive in our hearts. It is indeed a person of his capacity, caliber and
humility is rare.

His deep study of spiritualism was due to Gurudev’s Grace and
blessings. He has written voluminously writings on philosophy as
well. It is my pleasure to present some of them, which are in Marathi
and are precious in Adhyatmic circles.

With these reminiscence of his concentrated teaching and
vision on Philosophy and life. I conclude here. I am obliged for
giving me an opportunity to express his great philosophical vision
through these few of his reminisces to write. Once again Thanks a
Lot....

NJAISHRIGURUDEV!!

.
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My Mentor and Guru:
Prof. N.R. Deshpande

Adv.Maruti B.Zirali
Hon.Secretary,
ACPR, Belagavi.

(8054 LONT FS0d0 SRTR BFONTO BT
p3lelc] éaim TS WSR8TO.)
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(Let the nectar of your loving grace
be bestowed upon me to grow and protect forever)

Writing about Prof. N. R. Deshpande my Guru is not simply a
biographical sketch of an achiever. It is more about scholasticism,
spirituality, teaching, devotion about his Guru, his way of
conducting himself, his mesmerizing presence and much more about
his way of balancing all these. As spiritual Kannada laureate DVG
said: he had made two rooms in his heart. One for personal to
immerse himselfin deep meditation and another for dealing with the
material life. QTR dpemne Qe TRE TOTTOODD. TRTEREEICDO
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It is my endeavor to depict a true picture of his personality. Whatever
I express here is my twenty two years association with him.

The purpose of this writing is to record an account of a sage-like
personality for the use of our younger generation. Prof. N.R.
Deshpande is a rare role model in accomplishing the mission of Shri
Gurudev Dr. R.D.Ranade. He is one of the last links of direct
disciples of Shri Gurudev Dr. R.D. Ranade. Understanding such a
personality will lead us to a difficult yet, elevated plane of life.

When I think retrospectively, how Prof. N.R.Deshpande
entered into my life and how we sojourned till his last journey, [ am
overflowed with utmost gratitude and humility. The spirituo-
philosophical angles of his magnificent personality his selfless
services to the society, students and Academy of Comparative

Philosophy and Religion, Belagavi, all these are milestone in the
history of ACPR.

My first meeting with Prof. N. R. Deshpande was in KLE’s
Evening Law College in the year 1981 when I took admission for
First Year LLB. It was here that I had first darshan of Prof. N.R.
Deshpande. It was indeed a golden period in my life to have been
with Prof. N.R. Deshpande for the next twenty years of
uninterrupted association. I was his Law student and thereafter was
his colleague in the same College since [ also joined the Law College
as a part-time Professor. I was very raw in my attitude, with the
demeanor of a young angry man, with a gleam of great aspirations.
Prof. N.R. Deshpande acted as a Philosopher’s stone in my life. I
always enjoyed and felt divinity in his company. His company
always elevated my soul and inspired and motivated me to achieve
something in my life.
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I hail from a rural, agricultural background and I completed my
Degree from L.K.Khoth College of Commerce, Sankeshwar.

Prof. N.R. Deshpande A Teacher and Scholar Par Excellence

Prof. Nandakumar R. Deshpande was basically a Mining
Engineer with B.E. Degree from Banaras Hindu University. Initially
he served as a Chief Engineer in Dempo Company, Goa. Due to ill-
health he resigned and returned to Belagavi. On his return he took
admission in R.L.Law College, Belagavi. He has been a Rank holder
and a Gold medalist throughout his Law course. At that time First
Rank holder had a special honor to go abroad sponsored by Sate
Govt, accordingly he was sent to Japan. He delivered several
lectures in the Universities of Japan on the legal theory
(Jurisprudence)

After completion of Law Degree he joined as a lecturer in R L
Law College, Belagavi. Thereafter he joined KLE’s Evening Law
College as a full-time Professor in 1975-76 and served there till his
retirement in 2001. As a towering personality with proficiency in
English language he had a mesmerizing effect on his students. His
scholastic achievements, in-depth knowledge and mastery over the
subjects he taught, and his teaching skill made him very popular
Professor among the student community. He was always neatly
dressed and carried himself in the dignified way. He was never
casual in his attitude. Anyone who came in his contact would
naturally be inspired. He was very much selective in associating
himselfwith others. As ateacher he would explain the subjects from
students point of view. As such except my parents he was the only
person who would change my attitude. His commitment as a teacher
was unparalleled. Once during my final year Law course, I had some
difficulty in following the ‘Legislative Intent’ of Court Fee Act. It
was study holiday time, so I had been to his house with some
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difficulties. I couldn't meet him even on repeated visits. Meanwhile
he had instructed his family to ascertain my purpose of meeting him.
After knowing my need, he came in search of me. At that time [ was
working as a Manager in Giri Lodge and I was placed on the third
floor. He traced the place, climbed up to my room instead of calling
me down, and handed over the notes which he had prepared for me. I
was spell-bound, such was his commitment and love for his students.
Many a times he used to pay the fees of his poor students without
anybody's knowledge. He came as God in my life in the guise of my
Law Professor.

Though he was an achiever on his own merit and an intellectual
of high order, he never posed his achievements and scholasticity in
front of others. He never advised others about 'DO's and ‘DON’T’s,
but we would get transformed ourselves by associating with him. He
helped and guided me in my career as a practicing Advocate in
complicated matters. His opinion was sought after by many
advocates from Mumbai, Poona and other places. He would deal
with any challenging litigations with great ease. I learnt a lot from
him. Since last ten years, due to my Supreme Court and Water
Tribunal appearances as a Panel Advocate representing the State of
Karnataka and appearing in other complex matters both in Supreme
Court and High Court , I came in contact with great law luminaries
of national stature, such as Shri.Fali.S. Nariman, Shri.Anil Devan,
Shri.Sham Divan, Shri.Ashok Desai, and others. And I came to
realize the fact that the tremendous intellectual capacity of Prof N.R.
Deshpande was not less than these luminaries. His drafting skill was
par excellence.

While pursuing my LLM Degree [ was more apprised about the

subjects by listening to him than by reading the texts. Such was his
command over the Law subjects. He had the capacity of
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compressing the ocean of knowledge in to a nutshell and make the
students to understand. A teacher or a guru should be like him. He
was indeed an asset to the teaching fraternity. After my post-
graduation in Law | joined KLE Law College as a part-time lecturer
in 1985 and became his colleague. On one occasion I asked him
'what is teaching?’ Pat came the reply “Capture the entire water of an
ocean in a glass and present the same to the students". The credit of
all my accomplishments as a Law Professor and a Lawyer goes to
him. He framed the course of not only my career but my life as well.

An Ideal Disciple of A Spiritual Master

It is said, ‘The Attraction towards a true Saint never satiates’.
(sSoTRRIee3ssms*). People in the company of Saints will always

aspire to be with them. Such is the attraction of a true Saint. We had
the same feeling whenever we were in the company of Prof N.R.
Deshpande. It is not just my experience, it is the same feeling
expressed by many persons who came in his contact. This is an
indication of a 'saint' in him. To me his words, his voice and his
presence were ‘Vedavakya’a gospel. This speaks about his intrinsic
quality of spiritual attainment. What I am today is his making.
Profound knowledge and spiritual power both had culminated in
him to fruition. Very few people know about this. He possessed all
the qualities of a "Siddha Purusha" (i.e. an enlightened man) as
explained by Shree Samarth Ramadas. But he never allowed others
to know about it. As a Saint Poet Sarvadyna said (@@wm 08X

TORAN TR, W,BDRRY OB HUROBT ITTRCN 330 IS08 I L).
O DT e 3 >

"The one who has realized God should keep not speak, else it will be
like getting killed due to coughing while stealing, is like dying.
Prof.N.R.Deshpande lived like 'jeevanmukta’
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He attributed his qualities to the grace of his Guru, Shri
Gurudev Dr.R.D.Ranade. He led his life as envisaged by Shri
Gurudev. He didn't have any personal agenda in his life except
following the maxims of Shri Gurudev's advice. He was and is an
exemplary model as a dedicated disciple of great spiritual master.

Prof. N. R. Deshpande is the son of Late Dadasaheb Deshpande
of Chandur. Dadasaheb Deshpande was initiated by Shri Amburao
Maharaj and at his instructions Dadasaheb Deshpande spent his
entire life at the feet of Shri Gurudev Ranade, in furthering the vision
of Shri Gurudev. Dadasaheb Deshpande spent around twenty two
years of his precious life along with Shri. Gurudev Dr.R.D.Ranade at
Allahabad and other places. Because of this Prof N. R. Deshpande as
a child had the proximity of Shri. Gurudev and in due course was
fortunate enough to be initiated by Shri. Gurudev himself.

Thus Prof. N. R. Deshpande came into the folds of Shri.
Gurudev and became his devotee. He used to meditate for hours and
the elements of 'samadhi' were visible in those moments. I consider
myself lucky that I was the only outsider permitted to have the
darshana of such postures and I am more blessed to have his grace
when he came out of his meditation. The feelings of the occasion are
inexpressible. My impression of his personality was like
(CDZrzede AFTFOZ &I, T, WOTTIT) 'words fail to explain, mind

can't conceive, one only can enjoy the grace in the company of a
saint'. It's God’s grace that I found him as my Guru. My entire family
is blessed by him. Though he was selective in giving proximity, once
you are close to him he would take interest in your all-round well-
being. I am fortunate to get his guidance in my family life as well.
The Grace of a Saint is always invisible on its surface. This is true
both in material as well as metaphysical life. He was gifted with a
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divine personality. He was a fathomless ocean of knowledge in
ancient literature. I learnt many things about the Vedas, the
Upanishads and other works of the great saints by listening to him.
He would provide the wisdom of reading between the lines. He
would explain the crux of the matter in the light of Shri Gurudev's
thinking.

In The Services of ACPR as The Chairman

ACADEMY OF COMPARATIVE PHILOSOPHY AND
RELIGION (ACPR) founded by Shri Gurudev Dr. R. D. Ranade is
the only one of its kind. The concept of "One God, One world and
One Humanity" is the greatest contribution of Shri Gurudev to save
this planet from holocaust. Only a "kraantadarshi" i.e."a visionary
saint living in the state of self-realization" can visualize this. The
maxim given by Shri Gurudev is the only solace left to save the
mankind today. Sooner or later the entire world will have to
understand and embrace his philosophy. Shri Gurudev founded
ACPR as a futuristic mission to explore the avenue to spread this
gospel to the entire world. Having a clear and proper perspective
about the vision of Shri Gurudev, Prof N.R.Deshpande involved
himself in rejuvenating and upgrading the working of ACPR on the
line of academic character.

It is noteworthy to see how Prof. N.R.Deshpande played a vital
role in reshaping and expanding the vision of Shri. Gurudev in
ACPR. He worked as the Editor in Chief of Path Way to God Journal
for almost two years and contributed in exalting its quality. His
induction into the Board of ACPR was an act of God’s Will. That was
the need of the time and Gurudev wanted to protect his own
institution from losing its basic tenets. A man with strong will, clear
vision, steadfast in taking right decision, integrated personality,
remarkable scholarship and capacity to run an academy as envisaged

o |8 &<




N.R. Deshpande
%‘6’6\;’

by its founder and above all committed to the ideals of Shfi. Gurudev
was here to carry it forward. Thus it was a God made circumstance
wherein Prof N. R. Deshpande had to shoulder the responsibility.
Shri Gurudev wished his own disciple, a saint personality, to become
the head of his institution. He was invited to the Board Trustees of
ACPR by the then Chairman Late Shri Metrani and was made as
Chairman of ACPR Belgaum subsequently.

The year 1997 has been the challenging phase in the history of
ACPR Belgaum. Some issues started shaking the very basic
structure and the identity of ACPR. The matter entered the portals of
judiciary for resolution. During this period a historical Rededication
resolution was drafted by Prf. N. R. Deshpande in which the basic
objectives of ACPR as enumerated by Shri Gurudev are explained
and the role of ACPR IS once again defined. Even the District Court
upheld the Rededicating Resolution drafted by Prof. N.R.
Deshpande.

The Academic nature of ACPR in line with Shri Gurudev's
vision was upheld by the District Court. Prof. N. R. Deshpande along
with his brother revered Dr. N. S. Deshpande of Mahatma Gandhi
Kashi Vidyapeeth, Banaras, prepared and published the VISION
DOCUMENT thatis "FOOTPRINTS ON THE SANDS OF TIME",
defining, the dimensions of ACPR. This is the greatest contribution
to the identity and vision of ACPR given by Gurudev
Dr.R.D.Ranade. The ACPR Belgaum is ever indebted to the yeoman
service rendered Deshpande brothers.

My induction as a Trustee to ACPR is a cornerstone in my life. I
did not know anything about ACPR. During the time of crisis in 1997
Prof. N.R.Deshpande summoned and ordered me to accept the
Trusteeship and work for the cause of the vision of Shri Gurudev. I
always treated his words as blessings and divine word accepted them
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unquestionably. Thus Shri Gurudev entered into my life. Though I
did not know Marathi Prof N. R. Deshpande gave me the Marathi
book "Gurudev Ranade Jeevan Darshan" written by his father Shri
Dadasaheb Deshpande.

As the Chairmen of ACPR He rededicated ACPR to the
academic field in the world of Philosophy and Religion. The
Academic Character of ACPR was conveyed to the world at large.
The Academic activities have been promoted and many
philosophers and thinkers thronged to ACPR. They appreciated the
vision of ACPR and that of Shri Gurudev. The Study Circle meetings
have been started. High Court and Supreme Court Judges, High
profile Executives, Professors of high esteem and even politicians
started visiting and participating in the Study Circle meeting at
ACPR. Indian and foreign ambassadors visited and took part in the
activities of ACPR. Dr. Indu Prakash Singh, the then Ambassador to
Spain spent three days and participated in the discourse at ACPR.
The former Prime Minister H. D. Devegouda accompanied by the
then speaker of Karnataka Assembly Late Shri Rambhau Potdar,
State Minister Shri Umesh Katti have visited ACPR.

During his Chairmanship an All India Academic Council of
ACPR was formed under the Chairmanship of Dr. N. S. Deshpande,
Head of the Department of Sociology of the Mahatma Gandhi Kashi
Vidyapeeth, Banaras. The period of the Chairmanship of Prof N. R.
Deshpande was a golden period in the annals of ACPR.

That Fateful Day

On the fateful day of 30th November 2003 there was a Study
Circle meeting arranged in ACPR. The present Chief Minister of
Karnataka Shri.B.S.Yediyurappa participated in the meeting along
with Shri Suresh Angadi Central MoS Railways. Hon. M.P.
Smt.Shobha Karandlaje and special representative of Karnataka at
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Delhi Shri Shankargouda Patil. Prof N.R.Deshpande who presided
over the function as the Chairman of ACPR, asked me to give an
introductory talk. Accordingly I started my talk and within a few
minutes Prof N.R.Deshpande had a massive heart attack. I rushed
immediately and took him in my arms and started Chanting
"Narayana Narayana" in his ears. Instantly He took his last breath,
attained the Feet of Shri Gurudev at ACPR, Belagavi. An unexpected
shock overtook to all present and an unbearable blow to me. Exactly
one year back at the same time, same place his elder brother Dr. N. S.
Deshpande had breathed his last. Both the brothers left their mortal
coils while discharging their duties to ACPR and at the feet of Shri
Gurudev. It is my firm belief that both the brother’s always acted
according to the dictates of Shri Gurudev who was there in their
heart always. (280830 T @oDT0nBe Pwe 2 0). My words fail in

explaining the virtues of my Guru. It's only to be experienced. It's the
grace of God and my elders that I got that opportunity in my life.

It is often said in the Vedic script that, "one who is
aatmanirbhara will learn many things instantly" So was the case with
Prof. N.R. Deshpande. He acquired great knowledge in the field of
Homeopathy. Many people would to consult him for their ailments
and he rendered free services to them. He applied his mind to
floriculture and produced export quality flowers. Prof. N.R.
Deshpande was indeed a genius and was very sharp and sensitive in
grasping the things and situations around him. But he was very
selective in his reactions, yet another quality of an atmajnani. There
was a great balance in him in materialistic and metaphysical
approaches to life. (axe TSeimE)

Such was my great Professor, Guru, Guide and Light of my life.
JAISHRIGURUDEW.
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Nandu Anna:
A personality with vast
wisdom of spirituality

Shri. Sanjay Potdar
Belagavi

Spiritualism is the essence of life, without spirituality there
is no meaning to life. That is the way Sir Nandu Anna along
with his career he did a lot of research and study on spirituality in his
life. He was my cousin, by the way I am younger to him by quite a
few years. He did not speak much, still I respected him and to
express my love for him. [ am writing a few words about him.

I came to know about spirituality through my grandfather K.D.
Sangoram that is why I liked Sir Nandu Anna who was also on the
path of spirituality. At that time I was very much busy with my
family business so I used to get a chance to meet Sir Nandu Anna
regularly. I used to know about his vast wisdom of spirituality
through my parents Sir Nandu Anna never mixed his work and
devotion to God. He was excellent both in his work and spirituality. I
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was from Athani We all used to get together during Hanuman
Jayanti. This was like a common meeting point for all our relatives.
As I 'was getting older I was also getting wiser and I realised that Sir
Nandu Anna was a king of wisdom. In education his excellence was
unmatchable education was his favourite domain. He had very close
relatives with many. His proficiency in knowledge never touched
him with ego.

Sir Nandu Anna was quite older than my father sir Wamanrao
Potdar but their relative love and interaction was beyond words. My
father had a deep knowledge of astrology. My father along with Sir
Galagali, Sir Deshpande (Bhagya Nagar), Principal Raghavendra
Desai used to come together and discuss on astrology of a certain
person both my father and Sir Nandu Anna used to consult each other
on various issues. Sir was a mining engineer and also he did his
L.L.B from Belgaum in which he scored 99% on this very
achievement he was honored with gold medal by the Vice
Chancellor. Karnataka Government send him to Japan for higher
studies. After becoming legally expert he successfully won many
cases in the court of law. He did not stop in the field at this he even
completed his studies in Homeopathy. When Pediatrician Dr.Anil
Kulkarni's mother was sick Nandu Anna cured her by his
Homeopathic treatment. Everyone was surprised, he was expert at
what he did. He did his duty complete devotion and he had blessings
of'his Guru. These are my honest words about clear Nandu Anna.
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My Inspiration ...
Nandumama

Smt. Shruti Kulkarni

s there is famous line from Shakespeare’s play Tvelfth

Night- "Be not afraid of greatness, some are born great,
some archive greatness and some have greatness thrust upon them"-
Nandumama was one of those who was born great.

“Nandumama, [ am craving for Mangoes!” I demanded to him
when | was 7 years old, he said, “That’s it? “We will get it for
Dinner” He assured. Since then until he was alive every summer
holidays we visited him at Belgaum, even before my elder sister and
I reached to Belgaum, piles of mangoes were waiting for us. It was
not just love towards us but he liked to do this to anyone who
indicated him that he/she expected something from him. So it is
basically, he used to try his best to fulfil any requests and willing to
provide whatever requests he received, It could be gifts, favourite
food or any clothing etc. but you have to promise him to do
something best for all.
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He used to encourage us to be the best at studies and used to go
extra mile to appreciate our academic success. He was very
expressive and always applauded if we achieve best in academics.
My elder sister could get 1st rank in her 9th standard inter school
examinations. My dad conveyed this good news while we were
enjoying our summer vacation in Belgaum. When he heard this good
news he celebrated and arranged party for all kids and adults. I learnt
that day, If I get the good numbers in my exam I can make
Nandumama happy. It was not just an encouragement but this was
indirectly teaching us to chase our dreams, rather he motivated to set
our goals. As a child I knew that appreciation is waiting for me if I
reach up to the mark. From then, I wanted to prove him that I am
good at studies and I started working hard to achieve the best. What
an encouragement!

I remember when we were at Belgaum during vacations there
were lots of cows roaming freely on the streets, very unlikely in
London! During our summer holidays we all children were playing
near his office and there was one cow which regularly used to be pass
by the door. We all were engrossed in that morning in our games and
one cow was passing through the door and suddenly I saw 10 penny
coin on the ground next to me. [ was very much impressed with this
magic. Next day same thing happened, the next day cow passed
through the door and I got another 10 penny coin. This continued
throughout my summer holidays for four weeks. As I was very
young I used to think, if I pray cow I will get more money.' I started
collecting all those coins. After sometime, I could literally gather so
much of money and I didn’t know what best I could buy out of this. I
went to Nandumama and he only suggested me to think how I can
use this for a better cause.
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He never used to tell anything directly, I think he was the best
who had studied human nature. He was fully aware of the fact that if
someone tells you to do something, then you will think to do entirely
different or in most of the cases to do opposite. Keeping this in mind
he suggested me many options like buying chocolates, buying doll
or some clothes, but at the same time he told me about some poor
people who struggle to get food, shelter or education. His influence
was too strong on me to resist. I decided to buy one chocolate for me
and the rest of the money I wanted to donate in temple so that the
money could be used for some needy kids. Now thinking adult way-
If he wished he would have easily taken some money out of his
pocket and given this in any charity organisation or in a temple. As
after all, it was his money. [llusion was created to me that money was
mine that I got only by praying cow.

But the purpose of all of his drama was to teach me what |
should do when I actually started earning money, he conveyed this
and endorsed three main things on my mind.

1. Praying our fundamental God Cow

2. Saving is a must whatever you earn, doesn’t matter how
much is the sum

3. Very importantly whatever you earn you should use
adequate amount for basic needs and do not forget to do
saving out of that income and use it for charity.

Many of us know that we have some liability towards society to
preserve and protect it, but we fail to take action. Hence there are
many organisations out there where they work so hard to help all
types of needy, poor, mentally disable and physically handicapped
people. He just wanted to convey the thought and tactfully
reached out to our minds by such a funny drama and stories and
made us aware of noble deeds.
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I'have been in London since past 12 years and there are so many
incidents that I can relate and give whole and sole credit to him of
whatever little success I could gain until now. It was back in 2011
when I was a candidate struggling for job. After my graduation in
law I was looking for a job in a decent organisation. I had applied for
it in a reputed multinational Tax and Audit firm. I was called for
interview on one very fine afternoon. Situation was very tense as I
was nervous and not had any previous experience. But all
educational background was perfectly fit for the role.

When the actual interview started after a few technical
questions interviewer started asking me scenario based questions. I
was not really prepared for these challenging questions, but
remembered Nandumama, who always used to tell us to trust our
instinct. He used to say, 'if you are not sure what you should do, you
ask your mind and soul that what could be the best thing I could do
that my Guru and my Parents will feel proud about?' That’s it, when
questions are asked- How can you handle situation, when client is
unhappy and demanding more fine work, what would you do? I had
no experience handling client that time, but used my instinct and
exact Nandumama’s theory- I automatically answered that I would
first listen/ understand the problem( this was taught by Nadumama’s
behaviour, which he was always ready to listen to me, even in the
midnight he was there to listen any problem, basically he was always
there for me and all his loved ones) then I said, I will try to find the
loopholes and will treat the problem with the help of the right
expertise. The interviewer was very smart and counter questioned
what if you do not have right expertise within your team?"'

Within a fraction of a second I said if  have no expertise with in
my team [ will resource it with in organisation, and I’m confident
enough to pull this help into my professional networking skill. This
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was extremely confident answer from me to interviewer. After a few
more questions I satisfied him with all answers, He was convinced
and I got the job in the company. It has been 8 years since | have been
working in the same organisation now. Of course I have made some
progress since then and worked in various departments and gathered
so much experience like my Nandumama.

Challenges used to cheer him up! His personality was very
impressive; I think it is because of his knowledge and way of
speaking. Dr Abdul Kalam rightly stated, “Learning gives creativity,
Creativity leads to thinking, thinking leads to Knowledge and
Knowledge makes you great!

Nandumama is the best example of this. Because he believed
that Knowledge is power, he never stopped learning. He studied
engineering, then law and just as a hobby homeopathic medicine. He
was the best teacher to a number of students. He was thoroughly an
intelligent individual and no doubt my life inspiration - when I was
young and even now albeit it’s been years, he has passed away, |
have chosen to study Law only because of him, always wanted to be
one important person like Nandumaama.

He was very practical and always helped people. His best part
was he used to help people with no expectation of return or favours,
which is very rare in this world. I think only saints can act on this
thought. He was a good listener. And most of the time he could figure
out unsaid side in their stories (reading between the lines). Once he
could find the unsaid fact he could treat that problem even
unknowingly because of his helping nature. He was extremely
brilliant because of his reading and life experiences.

Nandumama was the elder brother of my mother and had two
other siblings. They all were very lucky as were blessed with
brilliant Parents with their wisdom and devotion to Shri Gurudev
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Ranade. I remember when I was young all my uncles and aunts
including my mother were discussing some topics in Philosophy,
which definitely I couldn’t understand then. But I could see all were
so much into the discussion and had all the knowledge to part and
counterpart of any thought and their meanings. These positive
discussions we used to get more and more motivation into our lives.

Nandumama was a very good writer and his writing were just so
inspiring to all of us. I am the youngest amongst all children and I
had a few glimpses of him in my life but I think if we could have him
for some more time we would have been more enriched. I always
miss him and will miss him in my entire life.

YOU CANNOT BELIEVE IN GOD UNTILYOU BELIEVE IN
YOUSELF-Swami Vivekananda.

Nandumama used to meditate regularly. He believed in God
and more importantly believed in himself. He was courageous and
strong minded like a rock. When we need to be a leader at the work
place or anywhere in the society, meetings or even at classroom we
have to develop our inner positive power to be strong and equally
calm. Meditation will not just give an energy to act and stick to the
truth but gives tremendous job satisfaction. Meditation and noble
reading give power to take right decisions at the right time.

Two months back I was working on one project, where I was
actually working very hard day and night. I had contributed so much
of my knowledge and all coordinating skills with the UK team and
Belgium team. This was all towards one day 8 hrs conference which
was between all global Partners, Directors for Quality and Risk
leaders. The day before this event, I was all ready and about to get
taxi to airport to travel outside London. Phone rang and Mrs
Maynard from my daughter’s school was on the other side, she
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informed me that my daughter had a little accident while playing on
the school ground and it looks like she had a fracture in her arm. [ was
in panic, frightened and rushed to the school.

Luckily I had a help from my husband and we took her to
emergency department in the hospital. Time was passing and I had to
be at the airport and if  missed the flight  might end up not attending
the conference. After doctors examination, he confirmed that her
two bones were fractured and we have to stay overnight in the
hospital for the treatment. [ was in extreme dilemma and terrified as [
could see all my hard work would go waste. I discussed with my
husband and I made my decision to leave and catch my flight. I
reached to the conference next day in time. It was not just a great and
successful event, but also received many praising and appreciating
tome, all over from global attendees at the conference.

I was in guilt that I left my little one behind in a hospital and I
gave a priority to my work. I am sure this is a story of many working
women. But I stopped feeling guilty when I thought about
Nandumama and after some meditation in the flight. He was a
practical person, he taught us to take decisions and take
responsibilities of the decisions even if it is wrong. In an above
scenario I took decision and started feeling guilty. That is just
because I had not taken full responsibility of my decision but after a
bit of meditation I started thinking positively and started in believing
in my decision and in fact started believing in me. And I think that is
why God helped me to make it all correct and smooth until I was
back to London. If we look at the incidence now the situation was not
very tense in the hospital as it was only a fracture and her Dad was
present and happy to take care while [ meant to be away. [ am lucky
to have him on my side as whatever I could achieve he is part of it.
But at that moment keeping calm and taking the right decision was
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necessary and I think I could do this because of Namdumama’s
training. Rather whatever I could observe his behaviour, he was
always available wherever and whenever it was necessary. If we
could find cause of necessity then there will not be any dilemma left
in our lives. And meditation gives that power to find the cause.

If he would have been with me for more years God knows how
much more excellent things I could have learnt from him.

I wish to have time machine so that it can take me back to
my Nandumama!!
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Smt. Vidya Inamdar
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Faferctiagl at e ST, Teh STHE TS e dreal..

1988 | HIZAT S-S TEE TS BId. T BE TTEeAT e
ST ST HUoATE HifiTel. W acqel SF. IG3T00TeT el o,
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G TIQT T hell g™ T AT HIEl A6 EA™E ¢ A
T TN SR &, Td AT foaR &, Tl BiHaETd giF
BIMATITRR VY FRAe!. @ SacaMM STaSIHdd JTe 9T gEma
HH I T ATTEE © TS, TS 818 AN folaesvar= vy @
JTTSTE! T TSV BT Seret HTEH= AT UEHT - HhTH AR g
T Foertdla Tad =1 9 Sau=A ST I AU 9 31 feat.

IS SAfeds § AN Siad JgiNd Tieend [ertd STaHI,
AT HER(RSTTHe STET, SHaAT=T 3 SATEEAd Hel A=
e FYUATHTS] Hifeh 9 TRETRIT FHaTe Areret W & #ff TEed Hie
Seama-fEgarét 49 (Academy of Comparative Philosophy and
Religion) & &% ¥& hol. ol 9g® a1 BVH oM, o Tecar
SeMae BEe TeM vioqeTd %Y I 8o IHe! el gHaw
T, TS @ . A1 BT 318 -hegTe! SIaEIueT AU = Bis
T, FERRET T HITEhR B HEcaT T9ard, 91 30 §&piae 315
g T, HIVRTE SR Tod- FUAT Tear= arg, T, =T
HIel 4131 8% 3. dietrs aife i wge @ Jfirm g T3,
TS SShl TUE, AT FEA[E Bl T, Yoaifed Bihmgl &
TR T feestad 3T ATorETae! HIoHeh! STae Tal Ot af Jawa
Biées o AT earr=n <@ fFfeed gida. Jafdie ST 9w o -
T -HEh d -Hgeadl Ul fadend Teid 3172, fova, Ty, wm geifed
BIVITETS!, A BIVATETS! Skt iTaTerh Tt 7 Teehral ST
3T I e Tt STgEH S U0 T 38 37 e T
A & ITET TR0 8.

TGE TGS B HHIBTRATHAG, SIS @ -G, IgT- ol a1
FHTERTE HTEA TATEE HIHT e S0 Hed Tl gal-hefi= =t
IS Teh YHehT T TR 3T {EshRa! 9 ag™ Juamen
JEHE IS hol. oM AEal Tant, g9, SHeWS, ufd, T,
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gfgam ferenefl, gor sMfsw, fomd gehie, a3 eiae, ghvmees ous,
e, Terameff argfeomy arear, wiess o o urgem sifadt, ATdaTssEn
M5 el VATl &oft G SO gkt fir, Ak, dey gl
&y - a7em fafag T TTfacren STsTehal deTed - HeTesd HITIdl ST
ST UGG T IHI HIBIIAT BI04 ST |19 T {oheh
SIS BT ShIBTILA] 4 HoTed i @ Ured A1 sfgvuite Hiveds a-m 31-
G TE B,

L tc i E i E CE IO | B N CA L E ISR CR I CIR R B
HRT IHATH! IV haGal &Y A6l d 3TEY 8. W TG S0
foram=ft St W erehdTa 3T A1 e yrETdiaETEl faEd .
TTegTeAT ST TIYA Sft Tier -k fmfor grara e et wmmed, wrfer
T 2ra.

ot THi=A Ud, Thidld Aedid Haed] B R ot el
T T A=A JRITAE! STehTRId ATETeTd Tgdd. helad g fo=r
AT FIAMIHR AT & TSI T(shAT Bl ST, FEATHTE el
INT TR, TSI G&H TR NEared STEeE qaaqTaeeh
AR (ATW) TG GRS AN 3R ¢ fehal ATeHHE™
=i TohTIdT S LY 810 7 AT dealTod Y3 T&T 373,

q HE AT FATCH Tl EeIEE! Hl, & 3-7g
HIBAT HE1 3 ? o TPEA ihes Feieqm Werrer™ Tdfteh 3772,
T THACATAT SR TR LU= a1 FeTeh T TR, JATHTAH ardl cde gIvIT
Tl TR 3TSTIT ST YT ST HTae TSI TSV, HETH = shidl
Bl TEUT=AT AT 3TSTHT FEUIATd. 37911 16T e & ST 316E S
SIS 3T &A1 TedTe TSI IHE 3THbS JTafied fHA1g STvaam
QUG ‘-7 Bdl. {0 &1 w@ee 3R, HE Avia-He wfend
foha Tal il TESTu el wwiiae STEAMT 81 (1-7g TSI
AT TSR S fIeaTaE JaeT SITd ATa!. 0T a1 SHIBIIdl e 378

ql hEl.
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oft TS Td ST Hewld derdren STTUeYfd & haes JuTor
3T, §1 He ok STHaTRh fTeia 3118, Saiean STy = fex eretet!
39 3TTR. I faegifaes Srae @ wETda FEiedt | € AeeTer el
ot eorlt TerEE Ad. @R (SrEeed Afgdym) weda et o @
FEefaa g fafay STeEy S=m= S aifEell SgYae STed. A
I TH 31 0 B <ff FefE T8 g9 . sl 7= 2.
ATV SHIATAT ‘3-8 IATET: YO | Gead | §ed & qaraqeard
IrEra. <fft ot Sfia Afthefief 31ae FTdT Homr et St 3.

Jraferar= 3fad 9 Hid RO 3THA. SFIATHEAT FHAT
HOITESE el 3TEArd. AATA el F1E 3" wd. fad
FEHTET 37 L9 Ufa8H 34d. ‘Sfed@ afet’ fehan wanut= fafay o=
HTdeTcl HEIe3E AT TS T8l el T & ‘- ISBug!
HTEE FIATT I 378 dTed -

STHET=AT 91 | FferdTd T |

TG =Ehe THLAT | A &7 HICATod e ||

3he. STV IcehE TorcH & IeQT=l 101 Sield STed. e Tehosd HLd STl
anfor smeavfieen wdia SregET Wedl, e foemYd B, STuTIeT "
TRTE BT A1 SE Qe JR Sed ST STeEveha e S -9
TN - TSI el =T ITANT Bl 372 HOmg et 370for wgf
3t STt B/ @ SieTen i s Agfon snfoser IR, off
TEHU TR i st grett i Sfa Sl 39 8. W et
ToreheTea Trawmlt STeav T ST Al 3TEd. qEE AT AUTETATh

ey
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My Friend, Philosopher, Guide
Prof. N.R. Deshpande

Shri. B.M. Hurakadli

Retired Principal

S.S.S. Samiti's College of Commerce
Belagavi

2,0T3¢ T3 335@6 / w083¢ ﬁ“ta?dds WS
20T AReTH,T 33,/ pvlelatelele v ool
0T3¢ @ﬁ TOT WNeY)/ LwOTIC FTE Q0T SOT
20TOINT B3 WRROTHRYR &,=3.

It was a rare and remarkable moment to greet a towering
personality, an exemplary thinker and a learned Prof. N.R.
Deshpande, at S.S.S. Samiti's College of Commerce Belagavi, for
the first time during the year 1973-74. He was then working as a
lecturer on part time basis and used to teach Commercial Law for the
final year students of B.com. His dress code was superb, always in
full suit and tie round neck. Usually he used to return to his office
once his classes get over. He was the grandson of our Shri. K.D.
Sangoram, the Chairman of our Samiti and an ardent follower of the
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most Shri. Gurudev Ranade, later we were introduced to each other
and learnt about each other closely. He started to come to the staff
room and became familiar to us. We used to discuss a variety of
subjects seriously and some time just to while away the time. We
developed a great respect for his scholarship and nobility. We were
impressed by his extraordinary achievements and activities. His
style of approaching the problems was usually unique. Once we
were seated in the staff room, he came and looked around and found
something missing. In the course of his conversation he very politely
took a chance to suggest us that we should treat the guests in a proper
way by serving them with tea, biscuits etc., whenever they drop into
the staff room. He assigned this duty to one of the professors
immediately as well. Next day to our surprise, he brought crockery
set, napkins etc., to our surprise. He assigned the duty to supply tea to
all the members of the staff everyday, during recess time.

He advised us to contribute for the arrangement of tea to the
staff and to the visitors. He hailed from a rich family and he was the
man of taste. His interest in social service, spiritualism, unassuming
character earned our respect for him. Since he was interested in
selfless service, he hardly cared for remuneration of any kind. Once
there was a discussion going on about the Fish Pond program in the
staff room, Suggestions to screen the Fish came from some of the
staff members as the naughty students put absurd and silly questions
and queries to the teachers which might create embarrassment to the
teachers. But Prof. N.R. Deshpande suggested to the teachers to
accept and honor opinions of students on teachers sportively as they
are real feedbacks. He advised us to keep our class lively. He was a
good teacher in a true sense of the term and was an apple of eye of all
students. Even after the class, students used to run after him asking
clarification. He set high morals before us. Very often we used to go
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to his house at Ramalingkindi, which was close to our college. His
wife whom we fondly called 'Vainiji', was a gentle soul. She used to
serve tea, and some times tiffin and never felt impatient to listen to
our lengthy discussion on various topics. Prof. Deshpande and
members of his family had reposed deep faith in Gurudev Ranade.
Once Gurudev invited his father and members of his family to
Banaras. Deshpande's father without uttering a single word left for
Banaras. Prof. Deshpande never told a single word about his father's
close association with Gurudev. As he was of the opinion that mystic
experience is something which cannot be put in words but, to be
experienced. He never shared his spiritual experiences with us. He
had scaled a lofty height of mysticism and would attain a state of
complete detachment. Once Prof. Deshpande and I went to take
Darshana of Pujya Hurakadli Ajja. Ajja was a bit late in arriving and
N.R. Deshpande went into deep meditation. Ajja appreciated it and
when N.R. Deshpande bowed down to touch the feet of Ajja, he had
sensed the spiritual power of N.R. Deshpande and lifted him up and
embraced. [ was spell-bound to witness this. It was a great meeting
of two divine souls.

In the year 1977 it so happened that Shri C.A. Aralimatti, Senior
Chartered Accountant tendered his resignation for the post of
Principal of Samiti College of Commerce, where Prof. N.R.
Deshpande and I were working, Shri C.A. Aralimatti struggled a lot
to shift the College from Shedbal to Belagavi to avoid the closure of
the same. The Management proposed my name for that post, I asked
the Management to seek the opinion of the two senior Professors in
this regard. I discussed this matter with Prof. N.R. Deshpande and he
insisted me to accept the offer. I gave the reasons for my refusal. He
called the meeting of all the members of the staff and friends namely
Shri. V.K. Deyannavar, Advocate, Shri P.G. Ghali, Chartered
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Accountant and Prin. S.B. Biradar, BVB Law College Belagavi and
Shri. K.D. Sangoram, Chairman of S.S.S. Samiti's and discuss this
matter at a greater length. But I was still reluctant. Then all of them
said to accept the same if Ajjainsists. [ said "YES' emphatically. Then
they took me to Ajja. Ajja said it was the wish of "Avva"
(Gouramma) a deity and that I must accept it. I accepted on the
condition that Shri. V.K. Deyannavar, Advocate, Shri. P.G. Ghali,
Chartered Accountant and Prof. N.R. Deshpande should be taken on
College Executive committee and Rev. K.D. Sangoram as a
Chairman of College Executive Committee. The Management
agreed to do the same. Since then N.R. Deshpande, my Mentor and
Guide had been giving suggestions and ideas regarding academic
and administrative matters every now and then. His appropriate
counselling made me play the vital role as a member of Academic
Council/Senate/ Syndicate of the Karnataka University, Dharwad
with ease and efficiency. His prophetic statement to the students of
Samiti College will be national leaders one day. His statement has
been realized as Shri. Suresh Angadi, an alumni of the College is
made State Minister of Railways recently. It is indeed a pleasant
shock that this great soul united with a Divine Soul while delivering
a lecture on Shri. Gurudev at Ranade Mandir. Only people like N.R.
Deshpande will have such an end.
QIR By Miotd/ RS, AR VYRS
¥R FoMORORA / PIRHIO/
szqﬁoébc Feor 8@/ zdgtaase%d o
sa; :dsﬂaaF BmRRE Wi B,=%/

""May his soul rest in eternal peace"
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N.R.Deshpande
A Multifaceted Personality

Prof.Dr.V.B.Coutinho
Vice Chancellor
Garden City, University, Bengaluru.

For me, the year 1967 was significant as I entered into the
portals of oldest Law College in Karnataka State, the Raja
Lakhamagowda Law College, Belgaum. The academic year began
on a turbulent note as the newly admitted studentsto the newly
established three year LL.B. course were highly disturbed. The
problem was while Karnataka University, Dharwad, introduced the
three year LL.B Course, the other Universities like Mysore and
Bangalore continued with the two year LL.B Course, thereby
providing a one year advantage in practice to the students of these
two universities. This discriminatory implementation brought the
students admitted to the First Year of three year LL.B course together
and indeed, closer than expected, for there was the shared problem.
The burden of leadership fell on a few who were not employed and
were seriousfull time students like Shri N. R. Deshpande, Shri Bapu
Heddurshetti and myself.
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Shri N.R. Deshpande had come to study Law with all
seriousness as he had left his job of Mining Engineer due to health
reasons and moved to Belagavi to join the R.L. Law College. He was
greatly disappointed that he could not pursue the field he had chosen
and had qualified himself and having studied at the
prestigiousDhanbad School of Mines. Naturally, being younger than
him, we turned to him for guidance and leadership. We greatly
appreciated the thoughts that came from his sharp mind and we
learnt much from his knowledge and experience.

The three years we spent together were full of deep impact
creating moments. Being regular to the college and attending classes
as serious students, we would discuss the topics and case law every
day sitting in the college canteen for hours together, and sipping cups
of tea without end. There were fierce arguments on different
interpretation of the laws and specially the decisions of the Supreme
Court of India on the developing constitutional law. Shri N.R
Deshpande had a logical mind supported by the scientific
temperament. He always found solutions acceptable to the group on
issues which were highly debatable. It is these discussions that
ultimately helped us to attain First Class in First, Second and Third
year LL.B. The most memorable event was the initiative taken by Shri
N.R. Deshpande to invite Senior Badakundri, Advocate, to deliver
four special lectures on Hindu Law. Those lectures were memorable
and fetched to all of us distinction (above 70 marks) in the
examination. The academic strength we gained in the college was
largely due to group discussions and for this, leadership and
dynamism were provided by Shri N.R. Deshpande. We remained ever
grateful to him for his contribution and sharing of wisdom with us.

Shri N.R.Deshpande was a multifaceted personality. He loved
Indian classical music and also had deep roots in Indian philosophy.
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When discussing some of the problems facing the country he would
delve into the traditional past and cite examples to provide answers
to the issues. We were deeply enlightened by his thoughts and
philosophical directions.

After we passed out from the college, the most surprising
development was, Shri N. R Deshpande and myself joined R.L Law
College as Lecturers. From student day friends to colleagues in the
same college was something we could not imagine but greatly
cherished the new relations. We had taken our teaching assignment
very seriously. We spent 4 to 8 hours to prepare for the two lectures
the next day. Working together as teachers, Shri N. R Deshpande and
myself indeed became close friends and I gained much from this
friendship to become a better teacher and highly committed to the
cause of legal education.

Shri N. R Deshpande, also had a desire to practise Law but as
full time teaching did not permit legal practice, he resigned from R.L
Law College and started his practice, which he later gave up and
joined the K.L.E.'S Law College in Belagavi. In 1973, I too left R.L
Law College and joined University College of Law, Dharwad, as
lecturer, as that would give me better prospects to rise in the teaching
profession. After I left Belagavi for Dharwad, I missed the warmth
and friendship which I always enjoyed in the company of Shri N.R
Deshpande.

All that I can now remember is that, he was a great friend, a wise
companion and a very good teacher of Law. He made his mark in life
giving his best to the society.

©9
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My Golden Memories of
Prof N.R. Deshpande

Prof. V.R. Shirol
Former Principal SCN Law College Bagalkot &
Former Dean KSLU, Hubballi

As a part of my never ending quest to become a better
teacher and writer I always listen to knowledgeable
persons. One such person who inspired me in teaching & writing is
great Professor N.R. Deshpande.

I completed my post graduation in Law (LL.M.) in the year
1976. When I was writing my LL.M. examinations in the month of
June 1976. I received an order from KLE society lecturer's post in
Law. I was fortunate enough to get higher salary due to non
availability of LL.M. hands during that period. I joined KLE society
Law College (B.V.Bellad Law College), Belgaum in the month of
August 1976 where I met Prof. N.R.Deshpande.

I was very much impressed by his personality when I first met
him in the month of August 1976. He was well dressed in blue colour
suit. He had more than average height of an Indian. He was well
built, smart and very attractive person.

o 59 o<




N.R. Deshpande
%‘6’6\;’

He was much senior by age to me. He was basically engineer
who did law a rare combination of subjects. I still remember his
husky voice which was mesmerizing; slowly we acquainted with
each other and worked as colleagues for nine years.

We used to discuss many subjects in the staff room apart from
Law. We discussed philosophy religions ethics and law. He used to
make fine distinction between Law and Morality. I used to argue that
entire the legal system is based on basic foundation of morality and
ethics. During our debates we disagreed many times. However, we
always agreed to disagree, probably that was the reason which
brought us together. By and by I started feeling that Prof.
N.R.Deshpande is one who is divinely enlightened. Even now I feel
we rarely come across such divinely blessed persons. He had
mastery over the Law, Philosophy and Religion. Usually people
with good financial background don’t shine in education but Prof.
N.R.Deshpande was an exception.

I wish to recall our debate about education wherein we used to
conclude that our education is at cross-roads. I used to vehemently
plead the need for enhanced emphasis to inclusion of values of life
and ethical norms in our educational system. Because from one
norm we go to another norm, that another norm will take us to some
other norm, ultimately we reach one basic or fundamental norm. I
feel that the fundamental norm in the field of education is to inspire
the students, so that they can become responsible and patriotic
citizens of the nation. We all know that past is dead but we have to
make the present, a pleasant one and have to make a better tomorrow.
In this process of making a better tomorrow for our future
generation, the role of a teacher is magnificent and quite responsible.

When 1 was going through my academics my aptitude and
priorities kept on changing. Usually most of the students give final
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shape to the basic aptitude and determine the profession to which
they are suitable. Maybe their teachers and parents guide them as to
the profession they have to choose. But in my case I joined teaching
not by choice but by chance and could grow as a good teacher of law
mainly due to the influence of persons like Prof. N.R. Deshpande.

As I remember in the year 1983 the concept of five year Law
course floated in India though it actually started in 1985, Prof. N.R.
Deshpande and I used to discuss the merits and demerits of three
year course and five year course. We felt that three year course is
better because Law subjects can be analyzed and understood only
when student has already acquired a basic degree. However, to
become a good law professional it is neither the five year course nor
three year course that matters. What matters is students' and teachers'
seriousness, dedication and involvement in the course.

A good teacher always plays a vital role in moulding the
character of students. Prof. N.R. Deshpande was one such good
teacher. Teachers are remembered and honoured by his students.
ACPR is doing a good job by paying homage to Prof. N.R.
Deshpande by publishing a book “Reminiscences of Prof. N.R.
Deshpande”.

Teachers are respected not only in India but all over the world.
When I had been to the US to meet my son, daughter in law and
grand children I could experience this even there. I went to a play
area with my granddaughter in USA, where I met a citizen of USA
who had come with his kids to play area. He introduced ourselves.
He asked about my profession in India. I told him that [ was a retired
Principal of Law College. He immediately said “Oho you have
rendered a great service to the nation”. His statement made me to
question my own conscience as to whether we are really rendering a
great service to the nation. I do not know whether I have rendered a
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great service to the nation or not, but I can say with confidence that
Prof. N.R. Deshpande has rendered a great service to the nation as a
good teacher of Law. He was not only a good teacher but a good
philosopher and guide to many youngsters.

As a teacher, I have realized to respect the feelings of the
students. Students come from different backgrounds some students
come from rich families, some from poor families, some students
come from rural or tribal areas and some from urban or metro areas.
A teacher has to deal justly and impartially with all students
regardless of their religion, caste or political and social
backgrounds.

“With an era of globalization it is true to say that country will
have a technological push but, along with that an ethical push is also
imperative for any civil society” This ethical push can be given by
Professors like N.R. Deshpande.

We used to discuss the Indian legal system in the staff room.
Indian legal system is comparatively fair enough, however, many
times justice is delayed. We say that justice delayed is justice denied
but, usual delay in the court proceedings be curbed in the larger
interest of the society, so that people should not lose faith in the
system.

...I cherish the memories of those days in Belagavi. We use to
walk in the streets of Belagavi, purchasing or enquiring various
articles of the street vendors. I recollect my memories of all other
collegues of mine in Belagavi Prof. S.S.Alur first full-time Principal,
Prof. S.B.Biradar, Prof.S.N.Dafedar, Prof. G.S.Hegde, Sri.
C.G.Modgi eminent lawyer, Prof. S.B.Jatti, Prof. M.S.Radder and
justice A.S.Pachapure and all others with whom I worked.

Those days have been golden days etched out in gold in my
mind, which I cannot forget.
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All of us have to vacate this earth because we are not owners but
tenants on the earth, when lease expires one has to vacate the earth.
Soul departs from the body. Body is mortal but soul is immortal.
Prof. N.R. Deshpande has left the material world but his sweet
memories will always remain in our hearts. If one can create an
image in the hearts of others which can never be erased, he is not
leaving us but staying in our hearts. Thus Prof. N.R.Deshpande has
imprinted his image in our hearts which will never be erased.

'Prof. Ranbeer singh “Globalization, Human Rights and Legal Education
Challenges ahead” Nyayadeep p.no. 94 April, 2007
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Sweet Memories of
Prof. N.R. Deshpande

Prof. S.P. Kulkarni, M.Sc. L.L b.(Spl)
Shastri Nagar, Belagavi, Advocate,
Cell No-8904569560.

My mind goes back to 1978 when I was a student of LL.B
class in KLE Society's Evening Law Callege, Belagavi.

Before joining Law College I was a Prof. of Physics in KLE
Society's R.L. Sc. Institute Belagavi.

Before joining the Law College I had contacted Prof. N.R.D.
Sir about the Law course and how to study, because at that time [ was
37 years old. Then Sir, with a smiling face advised me to join the Law
College. With a curiosity I asked whether I could complete L.L.B
course or not. Sir, was silent for some time and later on expressed not
to worry and that definitely  would complete it without failure.

Sir used to arrive at the College exactly at evening 6-00 p.m.
wearing an on his face Sir, was not merely a Professor but a
philosopher and guide to show the way of knowledge in the midst of
the jungle of Laws.
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The important subjects in the Law are Administrative, Hindu
Law and Jurisprudence. Sir never used to endearing smile carry any
notes to the class. But without any notes he used to deliver lectures
for one hour. There used to be a pin drop silence during his lecture.

He taught us Hindu Law during Ist year LLB and he used to
quote the citations from preview councils as well as High Courts of
different States and Supreme Court to explain the growth of Hindu
Law in India.

In the IInd year he taught us Jurisprudence furnishing
intellectual thoughts and many examples to add weight to his lecture
lecture. 1 still remember his sentence about the definition of
Jurisprudence, he stated, 'nobody defines Jurisprudence because it is
the scratch drawn on the glass plate or drawing a line on the water
surface. The definition of Jurisprudence is so difficult that there are
no limits and boundaries to the subject. He also taught
Administrative Law by simplifying the subject to make it
comprehensible even to an average student of the class.

Since his school days Sir was in contact with the great
philosopher and well-known personality in the field of philosophy
Shri. Gurudev Dr. R.D. Ranade, MA, D.Litt. I had heard about Prof.
N.R.D. Sir, his style and way of teaching the subject, depth of
knowledge which influenced me to join Law College and I am very
lucky and it is my great fortune to be the student of this great Sir, and
of my the credit of my L.L.B. Degree, goes to him.

Though Sir was a Mining Engineer he had resigned the job and
proved to be a well-known Professor of Law in the Karnataka State.

I conclude, "Teachers are born and not made'. This proverb is
applicable to N.R.D. Sir. I remember Sir, everyday while going to
the court. And it is not possible for me to forget Sir in any walk of my
life. The sweet memories that Prof. N.R.D. has left on my mind are
evergreen even till this day.

&
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Words of Gratitude to
My Professor

-Hon. Bela Naik
District Judge, Goa

y association with Professor Shri N.R. Deshpande takes

me down the memory lane, to August 1987 when I had
joined B.V. Bellad Law College. Even though the city was not new to
me, joining the evening Law College and staying at the hostel in the
campus of the College road was altogether a fresh beginning of my
life and career. From the day I joined College, I had the privilege of
learning the Law subjects under the guidance of a very profound
professor, Prof. Shri N.R. Deshpande, who was the Vice Principal of
the College as well.

Prof. Shri N.R. Deshpande taught us Hindu Law and the Civil
Procedure Code and to have been grown under his, guidance,
academically as well as personally, was a privilege. Not only was
Prof. Deshpande an astute intellectual and a sharp Lawyer, he was
also one of the finest engineers who served as a Geological Engineer
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in mines at Goa. Due to health problems he had to shift to Belgaum
and got into the legal field. He was a warm and approachable mentor
to many.

One of'the things I will never forget about him is his institution.
As a college student I remember visiting his house along with my
other friends with many difficulties and the doors of his house were
always open to all students and lawyers for his guidance and
assistance. [ was always welcomed warmly by Sir and his wife, who
was very kind to us every time.

As a College student | remember my only goal was to clear the
exams and pass to the next class. However, one day he took me by
surprise during a casual conversation and said "Bela, you are going
to become a Judge, do you know that?" This was when I was just a
student of first year in LLB. I could not grasp it at that time, so I asked
him to eleborate. However, he refused to say anything more and left.
I had never, in my wildest dreams, imagined that I would become a
judge. But Prof. Deshpande saw the potential in me before anyone
else did even before I saw it in myself. When I finally did become a
judge, he was the first person I telephoned. He wished me luck and
told me that this was just the beginning and to keep in mind that the
sky is the limit. It was then that I realised what a great sense of
intuition my Professor had.

He always treated me like his own daughter, and often used to
address me as "Manas Putri" and showered on me with the kind of
affection and guidance that my own father did. I still remember the
joy on his face when I was selected as ladies representative of our
college. He encouraged me to start learning Kannada for easy
communication with locals and it was because of his motivation that
I tried to learn the language and even gave a speech in Kannada the
day I left my hostel. The credit of learning this language goes to Prof.
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Deshpande as I proudly say today that even today in the Court
functioning, if need be, I can still converse with the litigants in
Kannada.

I remember how he always welcomed us to his house with open
arms and a generous heart and my parents also used to make ita point
to meet him during their visits to Belgaum. Even as adults, when
even we visited him, we were always greeted with a cup of milk and
Bournvita as according to him tea or coffee was never meant for his
students. This was because to Prof. Deshpande we never stopped
being his students, and to us, he never stopped being a mentor.

When I heard about the passing away of Professor Deshpande, |
was overcome with grief and shock, as I am sure many of my
colleagues were. I felt like [ have lost a member of my own family as
he had been a father figure to me throughout my life. As [ write these,
my eyes well with tears and I go in nostalgic recollection of the past
and yes, [ was shocked and angry to learn of his death and I asked
myself when another man as righteous and pure as Prof. Deshpande
would walk in our midst again? I asked myself how God could take
him away from us, but [ was also at peace to learn that he had passed
away in a state of meditation. He may not be amongst us in flesh and
blood, but his memories are immortal. We are all united by the
memories that we share of him and will continue to find solace in the
fact that our lives were touched by a man as generous as him. He
lived a full life and he touched the lives of many through his words
and actions. His sincerity and kindness shined through everything he
did. For his many lessons, kind words, wisdom and encouragement,
[ will forever remain indebted to him.

Alas, nature had the last laugh and we have lost an
extraordinary human being. When will another like him take birth?
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How many centuries will we have to wait before we have another
Prof. Deshpande in our midst?

With these few words I am reminded of a Poem by Padmashree
late Shri B.B. Borkar ;

|| Divyatwachi Jathe Prachiti

thethe kar mazi zulti ||

feoarcar=t ster w=hfer
ag & AT ot |

Q)
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Prof. N.R. Deshpande
A Personal Reminiscence

Hon. C.D. Karoshi, BA.LLM

V Addl. City Civil & Sessions Judge, Bengaluru.
karoshicd@gmail.com

Mob:9448268731

It 1s my immense pleasure to reminisce my association with
Prof. N.R.Deshpande Sir as a student of B V Bellad Law
College, Belagavi from June 1992 to June 1995.

In the beginning, when I joined the Law college as a first year
Law student, we were hesitating to approach him, but when we came
to know about his affectionate nature, we frequently started visiting
him for guidance. He expected discipline in the class. His charming
personality mesmerised us and from that day he became our mentor.
So, the student-faculty relations then were more formal and the
members of the faculty were quite helpful at BVB Law College.

Prof. N.R. Deshpande taught us Hindu Law. He had profound
knowledge in the subject. His words were not mere notes, but
guiding path to us. He took our outburst very seriously and his
positive attitude occupied us with a sense of hope for the future.
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He was one of those rare persons who took pleasure in teaching.
He impressed me as a very transparent and good human being. Hard
work, dedication and sacrifice are the keys of success. I must say
Prof. N.R. Deshpande Sir played an immense role in instilling these
values during my student life.

Prof. N.R.Deshpande Sir was a legend and a different man so
kind and approachable ever willing to give everything from his
garden of choicest thoughts and experience in the field of law to all
the students. He always encouraged students to participate in all
academic activities like Moot Courts and extra curricular like sports
and picnics.

I would like to point out one incident for which I should be
grateful to him. One afternoon he called me and said, 'we are going to
conduct Moot Court in the College, would you like to participate?' I
said, 'Yes Sir.' Then we the fellow students called a formal meeting
and were being assigned different roles, we participated in the Moot
Courtrelating to a Sessions Case and it was successful.

Another very exciting activity initiated by Prof. N.R.
Deshpande sir in which many of us got involved was the active
participation on a discussion of the topic “Dharma and Politics” in
the present era. This discussion was very useful to enrich our ability
of Leadership qualities.

That apart, because of his motivation and good advice I was
elected as Gymkhana Secretary in the College. We had a memorable
picnic to Terekol Beach, Goa and everyone enjoyed the picnic.

I spent my formidable yet fruitful three years which were
instrumental in shaping my career to become a Judge. Similarly,
Smt. Jyotishree.R. Patil (my wife) also was one of the students of
Prof. N.R. Deshpande sir who has also become a Judge.
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Prof. N.R. Deshpande was not only an eminent, devoted
educationist and a great human being, but has also left a deep impact
in the field of Spiritual and Law Education.

After completion of my Law study at BVB College, Belgavi, |
started my practice in the chamber of Sri. M.B.Zirali Senior
advocate Belgaum, during that period whenever we received a call
from Prof. N.R.Deshpande our Senior used to start his conversation
with him as 'Jai Gurudev'. This impressed me immensely.

Prof. N.R.Deshpande was not only a distinguished Professor of
Law but he was also a great mystic and direct disciple of Dr. R.D.
Ranade. As such he also served as Chairman of ACPR, Belagavi and
Chief Editor of Pathway to God Journal. Ilearntthatbecause of his
immense service, the Academy of Comparative Philosophy and
Religion, Gurudev Mandir, Hindwadi Belagavi is rendering yeomen
service for the well being of students and public at large.

Further, Prof. N.R.Deshpande Sir had an innate sense of moral
responsibility, which he meticulously guarded throughout his life.
We all the students feel fortunate, proud privileged for having late
Prof. NRD in our Law College along with other faculty members of
BVB Law College Sriyuths Biradar Sir, G.B.Patil Sir, Smt. Udupudi
madam, Dhafedar Sir who taught us other Subjects in Law and
M.B.Zirali Sir who has shaped my professional career.

It is a pleasure to contribute this writeup to reminisce on the
occasion of bringing out a book on late Prof. N. R. Deshpande Sir,
kind hearted and wonderful noble soul to be remembered through
outour life.

&
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My Association with
Prof. N.R.Deshpande

Shri.S.B.Biradar, B.Com, LL.M.

(Retired Principal, B.V.Bellad Law College, Belgaum)
Plot # 21, Shrigiri, Shri AtalBihariVajapayee Nagar,
Freedom Fighters Colony Road,

Post Office: AMC S.0. VIJAYAPURA 586108

It was on 29th August 1978 when I first met Prof. Nandkumar
Raghunathrao Deshpande. I had assumed charge as Principal
of the KLE Society's B.V.Bellad Law College on that day. There
were in all three full time teachers including him. [ was informed that
he was on the Staff Roll since beginning of the college and that he
delivered the maiden lecture in the College.

I was quite new to Belgaum and in a way all the members of the
staff were like strangers to me. Circumstances being like this, from
some corners, a message was given to me that I should be very
cautious about Prof. Deshpande. This message made me maintain
distance from him for some time. As the days passed, we came closer
and closer and I was fully convinced about his merit, sincerity,
secular and amiable nature and strong moral integrity.
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Since the other two lecturers were quite beginners, they
required time to prepare for lectures. I had to depend upon him alone
for effectually carrying on curricular and extracurricular activities of
the College. The affiliating University, 'Karnataka State Bar Council'
and 'Bar Council of India' inspected the college periodically. He
managed the documentation work complying with all the norms
prescribed by the respective statutory authorities. This helped the
College with uninterrupted affiliation and recognition throughout.
The authorities were always appreciative about the maintenance of
records and management of the college. I would like to place on
record that sincere efforts of Prof. Deshpande were pivotal in this.

The College was started as an 'Evening Law College'. The
classes were held between 6:00 PM and 9:00 PM. Along with fresh
graduates, officers from Air Force Station Sambra, MLIRC,
different departments of Central and State governments and faculty
members of local degree colleges sought admission to improve their
qualifications. Addressing such enlightened and fully matured
gathering was really a challenging job for all of us. Prof. Deshpande
had acquired mastery over his pet subjects, particularly Hindu law.
He also had complete command over English language. His entry
into the classroom always held the audience spellbound and
established pin-drop silence. This clearly speaks for his unparalleled
talent, dedication and love for teaching. He was the most popular and
respected teacher in the college throughout.

Prof. Deshpande's wide national and international travel
exposure was a boon for our College. Whenever the short excursion
trips or long tours of students had to be arranged, he planned them in
a very systematic manner and executed them successfully. His
emphasis was also on sports activities, seminars and symposiums of
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the College. He always inspired and encouraged students to
participate in elocution competitions and moot courts. He single
handedly provided them guidance to collect the required material
from various sources. He offered them most enthusiastic training to
present the speech or advance the arguments.

Thus whether it is curricular or extracurricular activity or any
other event in the College, Prof. Deshpande, was at the forefront. He
was always the source of inspiration for students. His humble and
courteous behavior with them made him popular. His old students
still remember him fondly.

So far, I confined myself to the developments relating to the
institutional affairs and to the valuable contributions of Prof.
Deshpande towards growth and development of the College. Now |
will turn to the other side relating to my personal relations with him.
Appreciation of merit, openness, impartiality, sincerity and honesty
brought both of us closer. By around 1981-82, we became good
family friends. We used to meet oftentimes and discuss even family
matters without hesitation. To this extent there was mutual trust.

Alongwith serving the cause of education, we thought of doing
some social service also during spare time. Prof. Deshpande by his
sincere and ceaseless efforts formed a group of 20-25 like minded
persons. He approached Shri. Nana Choodasama, the World
Chairman of 'Giants International'-an organisation committed to
social service. After successive meetings and deliberations we were
able to organise and install local chapter of 'Giants International' on a
grand scale most enthusiastically. We did perform sincerely social
welfare activities. Because of some later developments, we both left
the organisation that is a different matter. His commitment to do
social service is evident from this incident.
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Prof. Deshpande was not a personality to spend the time idly.
He always thought of doing something new utilizing recent
developments in the field of science and technology. His creative
mind mooted the idea of making entry into entrepreneurship. He
came up with an idea of fabricating and installing electronic
advertisements, display boards in different cities. Being an engineer,
he had collected the relevant material and prepared a project report
for the manufacture of the proposed boards. Employment of
technical staff was necessary for this purpose. Money was also
required to be invested in the procurement of electric and electronic
items. He formed a group of 20 persons and I was one of them. A
common fund was created. Pune based person was appointed to look
after local cash dealings. Yes, the board was manufactured and
installed very soon at an attractive and prime square in Pune. His
beloved father and some of his senior and learned friends attended
the inaugural ceremony. They all blessed members of the group. The
board started functioning well and significant amount of money was
collected from the customers for display of their advertisements in a
short span. But the person who was in-charge of handling cash
misappropriated the proceeds. This happened because there was
nobody to monitor or check the receipts and payments. We had failed
because we were not practical and commercial and trusted
somebody whose background we never knew. We all lost our share
of money in this project eventhough it was successful. I mentioned
this in detail to convey that he didn't do any work without plan and
never implemented any project in haphazard manner. His only
weakness was that he used to accept even strangers at their face
value and repose trust in them. This was encashed by many.

Prof. Deshpande was himself the most trustworthy person. He
used to trust people easily. And some of these trusted people
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betrayed him shamelessly. Due to his innocent nature, he got his
fingers burnt in many projects he put his hands into. Dairy farming
and floriculture are the other two similar projects I remember. From
his innocent side he gave the best to the world. But the practical
world tricked him unfortunately. Perhaps that's why it is said that
man proposes and God disposes.

I cherish the memories of my long association with Prof.
Deshpande. May God bless his members of his family with health
and wealth.

€0)
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Prof. N.R.Deshpande :
A Noble Soul

Dr.G.B.Patil

Registarar (Evaluation)
Karnataka State Law University,
Navanagar, Hubballi-25

I deem ita privilege to be called upon to contribute this article
for the ensuing book ‘Reminiscences’ of Prof N.R
Deshpande a teacher par excellance — a fine man and, in my opinion,
a greatacademician.

“..... I cannot do better than quoting Swami Vivekananda who
said:

“Education is not the amount of information that is put into your
brain and runs riot there, undigested all your life. We must have life-
building, man-making, character- building, assimilation of
ideas....” “....We want that education by which character is formed,
strength of mind increased, intellect is expanded, and by which one
can stand on one’s own feet. The end of all education, all training,
should be man-making....”
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“....Primary need of the hour is to produce men of character,
right-thinking men who are selfless, men who have compassion and
men who have the good of the people and the nation at their heart.

Prof N.R Deshpande is an embodiment of all the above
qualities.

Destiny plays a prominent role in the life of every person. Butin
case of Prof N.R Deshpande it has started its prominent role right
from his childhood.Though he was a Engineering Graduate he
realized that Engineering was not his cup of tea. As legal blood was
running through his veins, he joined R.L Law College,Belgaum to
study Law. He stood first-class first in Law Examination from the
Karnataka University at Dharwad Prof N.R Deshpande ewas the
only young Law Graduate from Karnataka, selected to go to Japan
for Young Leadership Training. That is the charisma and personality
of Prof N.R Deshpande.

One remarkable trait in him is his capacity to motivate others.
He did this not by asking, but by example which compelled
adherence. Even after doing one’s best, one is left with the feeling
that, more should have been done. This is what I would like to call
the ‘Prof NRD Syndrome’.

He was really a noble soul and a human being in real sense.
Powerful Vocabulary and superb flow, chosen phraseology with
chaste English in his statements speak a lot of his knowledge. He is
man of literature of learning. He was a man of transparent integrity
and impeccable character, cool temperament and simple habits. He
believed in simple living and high thinking. He was simplicity
personified. A good person is born good. It is his “Swabhava” also,
since he had a good upbringing, he had remained good. Goodness is
easier to recognize than to define. He was also an extraordinarily
good gentleman, honest, gentle, generous, caring brave and wise.
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And possessing all these qualities, he exercise them in the most
graceful outward manner. An outstanding rare quality, I have noticed
in him is his modesty. And modesty always adds to one’s greatness.

Perseverance is his greatest virtue. It is only a few who can
fulfill their aims in life only because of this rare virtue. And this
virtue of his had enabled him to become a great man. Greatness was
not thrust on him accidentally. He deserved it by this deeds and
dedication to the service of the nation and to mankind in general.

The treasure of his human qualities is something marvelous,
balanced, attentive to others, careful not to hurt others big or small,
always well wishing. His company was most pleasant, he had deep
Indian culture and no European thought is foreign to him. After
spending some time with him, one comes out always richer than
before.

Apart from being simple, he is known for being calm, quiet,
composed and pleasant at all times. All this makes him a charming
personality- the charm of being down to each, the charm of being
close to heart and charm of the being able to touch the hearts and win
over everyone who came close to him irrespective of age and status.
He is able to easily establish instant equations with young and old
alike.

It was my privilege to sit continuously with him in the staff
room of KLE s’ B.V.Bellad Law College, Belgaum for about four
years till his retirement. He was very particular that any decision, big
or small, minor or major should be supported by reasons.

I take this opportunity to express my pranamas to the great soul.

Thank you all.

&
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Sweet Memories of
Prof. N.R. Deshpande

Shri. S.H. Deshpande

My Friend, Philosopher, Guide and Guru Nandkumar
Raghunathrao Deshpande, popularly called “N.R.” was
my first cousin. His mother and my mother and three other sisters
were daughters of the great sadhak and saint Shri Bapusaheb
Sangoram of Athani.

We all his grandchildren used to gather at Athani for the
summer vacation. It was a great assembly for us all. We called him
Nandanna. He conceived and narrated interesting stories and kept us
spell-bound till late night. It was his speciality to attract us all around
him by his smart personality and sweet tongue.

He was born with a silver spoon in his mouth. That is to say, his
father late Shri Dadasaheb Deshpande was a landlord at Chandur in
Chikodi Taluka. He was a devotee of Shri Gurudev Ranade. “NR”
was given in adoption to his grandfather Raghunathrao. Dadasaheb
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was staying at Sangli with his four children and served as a manager
in Sangli Sanshthan Press.

As Gurudev used to visit the Ruler of Sangli Sansthan NR
was blessed with a “Naam” at a very young age by Gurudev. NR
completed his schooling at Sangli and joined S.P.College, Pune for
graduation. Afterwards he joined Banaras Hindu University for
Mining Engineering.

After completion of Mining Engineering he joined Dempo
Mining in Goa. Here he excelled in the service. In the meantime he
married Sou. Savita Pote of Jamdhandi. Due to some heart ailment
he had to resign his job. He was blessed with two sons and decided to
settle in Belgaum as it was very near to his agricultural fields at
Chandur. Healsodecidedtojoin R.L.Law College to study Law.

I was studying in B.Sc. We became very close to each other. He
used to narrate many enlightening things in our day-today life. Thus
I came to know about philosophical and spiritual way of life. He was
very intelligent and fast reader and remembered everything. He read
and used to recite completely. I was surprised by his grasping skills.

He stood Ist to Karnatak University in the first year Law
examination and distinction holder in 2nd year of Law examination.
That year all the students acquiring 1st rank at the University in all
the faculties were taken to a sight-seeing trip at Karnatak State
government's expenses. N.R. was also one of them. At Jog falls one
night he wrote a poem and was highly appreciated by all. The leader
Hon. Commissioner of Belgaum Shri Ramchandra Rao, was so
much impressed that he became, his fan. In 2nd year he was one of
the members who visited Japans Expo Seventy at government's cost.
He was Gold Medal holder during [Ind year, in Hindu law.

His classmates Dr, Coutinho who rose to the position of V.C. at
Gulbarga University attributed his 2nd Rank in Law to N.R. Many of
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his classmates used to discuss many topics for long hours and were
thrilled by his knowledge. I also participated in those discussions.

After 3rd year results he was offered a lecturer's post in
R.L.Law College. But due to differences of opinion with the
Management he had to resign the job. But during this time many
people came to him for consultation and he was asked by my
grandfather to take up Part- time lecturership in Samiti Commerce
College which he performed with best of his ability and sincerity. In
the meantime an evening Law College was started by K.L.E. Society
in Lingaraj College premises and N.R. was offered a job where he
continued till his retirement.

Many of his students told me that during his lectures they were
so enchanted by the lectures that they satas a cobra in front of a snake
charmer. After my B.Sc. I went to Bombay for a job but had to return
to Belgaum after one year because of domestic problems. N.R. made
me join the Law Course but I found difficult to understand many
concepts in Law. When I expressed this to him he asked me to see
him early morning and we both used to walk from his house in
Ramling Khind to Ganapati Temple at Hindalga Road everyday. He
explain to me all the concepts in Law during the morning walks in
such a simple way that I scored 1stclass in 1st year.

Many times when I went to his house, I found him in deep
meditation and that I would sit two or three hours waiting for him to
come out of his Samadhi. Afterwards he narrated many of his
experiences during deep meditation. Often he used to write down
these experiences in his beautiful hand-writing and I found them
amazing. He must have written more than two hundred such articles.
I don't know now what happened to these articles after his death as
my going to his place reduced and I feel sorry to say that his great
writings were a loss to all of us and are remain untraced till this day.
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Many people came to him for consultation in law cases. He
went through the papers only once and used to guide them what
should be done to get justice. He would guide in such cases with law
points and explanations to one of his students who had started the
law practice in the Courts. The success rates in these cases were
phenomenal. Not only the law cases but anybody who came to him
with any problems, he guided them so precisely that they were fully
satisfied with his advice. His greatness was such that he never
boasted of that and attributed it to the will of God. Everybody around
him was benefited.

I was one of the many disciples and adored him as a Guru, he
was indeed my Guru. N.R. liked to travel in a taxi. He always took
me along with him and his company was so divine. His discussion
during these trips was a life-booster and eye-opener for me. Once it
so happened that I told him to see a Hindi movie “ANAND’. He
liked it so much that he made me to see it again with him and he was
so impressed by the philosophy of life which was narrated by Anand,
“Babu Moshay yeh jindagi badi honi chahiye nahi.” He told me that
everybody should lead the life with the attitude of Anand. He
himself lives the life in that way. He lived his life like a king and
departed from the world screen in a flash. His loss is not possible to
be filled in the lives of those whoever has come close to him and were
benefited and guided by him.
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A Practice In Debt

Shri. Manjunath Meled
Advocate
Supreme Court of India, New Delhi.

‘ N [ hat you want to do? asked Deshapande Sir. He knew I
had completed the LL.B. Course.

“Sir, [ want to practice”,  answered.

“Where do you want to practise?” Sir enquired further, as
expected by me.

“I want to start from trial courts, sir”’. My reply was not simple
to mean trial courts at Belgaum. I wanted to inform sir that [ wished
to go to Bangalore and join any senior if sir thought worthy of
joining as a junior.

“Why not Supreme Court...are there no trial courts in Delhi?”
This was most unexpected question for me.

The firmness in the voice and the ease with which it was said,
left me with one lesson that day, never complain of your
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circumstances if you want to reach the goal. I had ten reasons for not
aiming high and one reason, excellence, Sir infused in everyone who
came closer to him. Excellence, in anything you take up, as the only
goal in life, I feel, is what Sir had tried to teach every student and
whatever subjects he took in the classes, was just part of the job in the
college.

That day onwards, I saw no hurdles on the road leading to the
Supreme Court for practice and whatever I saw, were only in my
mind. Perhaps, I would have dreamt and never would have dared,
but for those words, I shifted to the Supreme Court, though after 10
years into practice.

My association with N.R.Deshapande sir mostly remained of a
student with a teacher. I was shy and nervous of approaching sir. By
the time I had overcome them, he was not around. I am left with no
clue about some of the things he said, which I didn’t understand then,
but felt one day [ would clarify them from him. There may have been
few more like me fortunate to have come nearer to sir, but enviable
are Zirali sir and Udapudi madam, who had the long association.

Ijoined Bellad Law collage in the year 1995 for it was nearer to
my home. The college then had morning classes from 7 to 10. The
first year LL.B. class was full of students about 100 in attendance. |
had a degree in Science and there was initial difficulty in following
the subjects. Deshapande sir taught Contract-I and Dafedar sir,
Indian Penal Code. The Contract as a subject appeared so dull for me
but in contrast the IPC was interesting and made lively by Dafedar
sir enacting the scenes of crime. Just before Contract subject was
making some sense to me Deshapande Sir suffered some health
issue and Udapudi madam completed the rest of the classes.

It was in the Second year of law that I realized who Deshapande
sir was. Sir taught Jurisprudence and Hindu Law, both he knew
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backwards. The class timing was 7.15 in the morning and usually
started with one student and I was often the second to enter it by 2-3
minutes late. The lecture didn’t depend on the number of students in
the class. Jurisprudence, as a subject remains mysterious to most of
the students who intend to score pass marks in it. It was no different
to me. I did not understand anything. I regret not making any effort
myself and more regret not telling sir about it. He would have
explained it treating us like children. I remember someone told me
that, when sir wrote the Jurisprudence exam paper as a law student,
he was called by the examiner to explain the answers written by him
and he got highest marks to the Karnataka University, which stands
unbeaten till today. For this distinction Sir was awarded by the state
Government with a chance to visit New Zealand, the country of Sir
John William Salmond, the author of the celebrated book
Jurisprudence or the Theory of the Law. Having such record to his
credit, sir said in one class, “what is getting a rank?” “It is mere
copying from memory”.

It is not the subject, but everything around the subject, he
taught, I remember well which makes me face the Court confidently.
The biggest impact on me was when sir said in the class, “the greatest
lawyer of India also reads the same CPC in your and you also read
the same CPC, then how his interpretation could differ from yours?”
Sir emphasized how to read a provision, by sentence, by phrase, by
word, by punctuation mark and scope and depth of each of it.

In the third, final year of law, sir taught Pleading, drafting and
conveyance. Sir started the first class by explaining the difference
between pleading and conveyance. For me, the first class of 11 year
law could have been the final lecture. Sir said “the fundamental
difference is that in pleading you always address the court and in
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conveyance you don’t, but a bad conveyance leads to pleading
before the court”

Sir said ‘when you draft the plain you should know what written
statement would be filed”. There are many such things sir said about
the subject and practice which have certainly shaped my mind and
perhaps many more.

The final class of third year law was the life changing class, at
least for me. It was the March or April month, few days away from
annual examination, we were told that Deshpande sir would not give
any lecture but clarify any doubts if the students had. There were
about 10 students in the class. Me and my dear friend, Anuj Saini
accompanied with two or three more were discussing what to ask sir
and still not appear foolish. I told our group that we should ask
something more important than specific questions of the subject and
was trying to explain it. We saw sir entering the class room and Anuj
Saini said he will say it to sir. I was anxious what Anuj would say. Sir
came and stood on the platform and hardly made the opening
remarks to ask about anything we wanted to know. Anuj stood and
said “Sir tell us about yourself”. My happiness knew no bounds. I
had this in mind but felt such enquiry, as unrelated to law would be
dismissed by sir. I was surprised to see sir smile and went on about an
hour, saying about his life till the peon abruptly calling him to the
Principal’s room. I curse the peon even today. This lecture, so to
speak, made me the lawyer [ am and my practice remains indebted to
N.R. Deshapande sir. Few debts require some lives, to be
discharged.

&
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Reminiscences of
Prof N. R. Deshpande

Dr. Shobhalata Udapudi

Professor of Law

Gujarat National Law University,

Chair Professor DIPP,

Attalika Avenue, Knowledge Corridor,

Koba, Gandhinagar — 382426, , Gujarat

Email : sudapudi@gnlu.ac.in (0)/ shobhalatuv@gmail.com

I have been entrusted with the most unenviable task of
penning down my reminiscences of Prof. N. R Deshpande. I
call it an unenviable task because to write about a person, larger than
life, is the toughest task.

By qualification a Mining Engineer turned a member of the
legal fraternity, a teacher par excellence, a lawyer - a legal strategist,
aphilosopher, a spiritual guide, a mystic —the list goes on.

I am drawn decades in the past, which is full of nostalgia. It
begins from 1982. After completing my M.Sc from Karnatak
University, Dharwad with Entomology as my specialization, Due to
family compulsions, I had to join Law course. Reluctantly I sought
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admission in July 1982 on the last date, by paying late fee at KLE
Society’s B. V. Bellad Law College in the campus of Lingaraj
College. It was an evening Law College. I was asked to attend class
that day itself as mine was a late admission. I was shown the
classroom and it was ‘Hindu Law’ class being conducted. Later I got
to know the faculty engaging the class was Prof. N.R. Deshpande, an
expert in Hindu Law, a person most sought after by several
luminaries for consultation. The classes were absolutely engrossing,
especially the classes dedicated to ‘Hindu Succession and Partition’.
This was in the first year of Three year Law course.

During the second year he taught the subject ‘Jurisprudence’.
Having a philosophical bent of mind, these classes were enthralling.
Sometimes, let me be confessional here, the classes could become a
bit heavy, especially after a grueling day, the evening class was
difficult to concentrate on a subject so very unique.

His intellectual strategic acumen was well presented in the legal
cases he handled. It was worth observing the way he analyzed the
cases when a client approached. He would create a chart of the facts.
Then he would apply the law and strategically prepare the
arguments. The manner in which he approached each case was
unique. The precision and the manner of his functioning, exhibited
the simplicity of solving the case but in fact all the complexities were
handled very minutely and thus seemed easily approachable.

Prof. N.R.Deshpande was a multi-faceted and multi-
dimensional person. I am drawn to the year 1998, in the month of
October when there was an invitation from The National Law
School of India University, Bangalore for the 1st ASC Programme
on Environmental Law. The said ASC Programme was sponsored by
MOoEF- UGC, Supported by the World Bank, and was organized by
CEERA, National Law School if India University, Bangalore. It was
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a prestigious programme and the participants were to be selected
from across the country. As a mandate we were required to submit a
research work on Environmental aspects. It was tough. As a teacher
of Environmental Law it was a challenge I had to take on. His
understanding of academic and intellectual research was at its height
when he guided me through the project.

From the inception of deciding the problem on which to work,
the creation of aresearch design and the flow of activities to be taken
up to the culminating report writing he played an ultimate role. He
prepared an appropriate Research Design and dictated adequate
methodology for conducting the research. The topic selected was
“Report and Material on Major Environmental Problem in
Belgaum Area”. The infield assistance team for doing the on field
work, the data collection through questionnaire method for the said
research work was as follows:

« Dr P. V. Patil M.D., DHA, IC Path from the medical
fraternity

* MsNeeta Potdar Advocate

* MsAsmita Pawar II LL.B Student

* MsPriya Gnankan I LL.B Student

» MsKiran Tarale 1 LL.B Student

Accordingly the research was carried out meticulously and a
report prepared and submitted to CEERA, National Law University
of India University. It was not only accepted by the University and
the World Bank but was adjudged one of the best report /research
works. It was amazing indeed as regards the appreciation it was
received not only academically but also by the Belgaum district
authorities. The pride and pleasure of creating such a empirical
research was very immense.
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A second academic endeavor that I vividly remember is a paper
we had prepared entitled, “Sustainable Development as
Culmination of Evolving Human Rights”. The effort here was to
bring to light the invocative precursor from the preceding
millennium, the Chronological data of facts, documents and
thoughts pertaining to the Concept of Sustainable Development
emerging from the Human Rights awareness, proceeding to the
current trends in the gloves with the future. On the basis of these
concepts I drew my reflective conclusion. However the entire
exercise; it was his conceptual presentation and language that
induced a magical spell on the readers.

Apart from this, Professor N.R.Deshpande was a prolific writer.
The numerous articles that he has written are highly thought
provoking. I have read them and my understanding says that these
articles need not only a reading but a thorough introspection. There
1s more than what meets the eye. The articles need to be appreciated
not only in letter but also the spirit, i.e construction to be made by
reading between the lines. Each has a depth which calls for an in-
depth study such as they can be subjects of many a Doctoral studies.

He also penned some soul stirring poems in English, Hindi and
Marathi. It is mesmerizing to read these poems and the subjects of
these poems ranged from nature to deities to mysticism, the range,
and the horizon was so expansive.

As I have already mentioned, he was a man of spirituality and
mysticism. He could enter the tranquility of mediation and emerge
completely charged. His efforts were always to be of genuine
assistance to anybody needy. He was a person who respected women
with utmost reverence. He was very soft at heart and protective by
nature. He respected elders and my special reference and first hand
understanding is from the respect he showered on my parents.
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His sense of social responsibility was very strong. He always
felt the need to give back to the society. His efforts were always to do
things which became socially relevant and find simple effective
solution for solving the humanity's problems. He visualized a think
tank to empower, reform and revitalize the society, bringing in
important changes. He had a dream project in his mind and he called
it “Vichhar Bharati”. His dreams were high, but destiny, probably
had a different role, to realise his dream, he left for the heavenly
abode.

Professor N. R. Deshpande, a person who, on this earth had a
mission to fulfill, miles to walk, a soul who traversed this earth, a
person who showed the path to all of us. Great Souls travel on this
earth, leave their footprints, show the light for generations to walk.

Professor N. R.Deshpande was one such great soul.

Thank you.

With Warm Regards,

()
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N.R.D. A Spiritual
Scientist

Shri. A.G. Mulawadmath,
President,
Bar Association, Belagavi.

tis a Herculean task to pen Shri. N. R. Deshpande who was a

man of absolute spiritual Integrity. Spirituality is not sown in
him, but it was intrinsically embodied in his D.N.A, which was
visible in his forefathers.

Shri. Nandkumar R. Deshpande was the second son of late Shri.
Dadasaheb Deshpande. Dadasaheb Deshpande had two sons and
two daughters viz., Neelakanth, Nandkumar, Sarala and Rama
(Vidya). Except Rama Inamdar who is at Pune rest are no more. Shri.
Nandkumar Deshpande has gone in adoption to Shri. Raghunathrao
Deshpande. Therefore he is called as N.R. Deshpande.

The natural father of Shri. N.R. Deshpande i.e., Shri.
Dadasaheb Deshpande, used to be called as Dadasaheb Sarkar.
Dadasaheb born at Billur village of Jath Taluka, on 23rd January
1914, from the holy womb of Smt. Annapuranabai and Krishnarao
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Chadurkar Sarkar of Chandur village of Chikkodi Taluka.
Dadasaheb was brought up and educated in his early years at Athani,
under the care of his maternal grandfather Shri Annajirao
Deshpande. During his student days Dadasaheb was blessed with
Atmagnana Prapti by Shri. Sadguru Amburao Maharaj and
thereafter in the year 1934 Shri Dadasaheb had the Darshana and
received the blessings of Shri. Gurudev Rambhavu Ranade. As a
student, Dadasaheb used to spend much time in the Sanidhya of Shri
Gurudev Ranade. Later Shri Dadasaheb went to Dharwad to study
Bachelor of Science in Agriculture. He qualified in B.Sc. Agri, in the
year 1936-37 and was employed at Jalagaon during the year 1938 to
1942. In the year 1942-43 again Dadasaheb had the Darshan of Shri
Gurudev and at that time Shri. Gurudev, blessed Dadasaheb by
advising him that “NOW ONWARDS HE SHOULD STOP
SERVING MEN AND START SERVING THE GOD”. With his
unquestioned loyalty, Dadasaheb surrendered to the VANI of Shri.
Gurudev and immediately resigned the post and followed Shri
Gurudev to Allahabad. As per the advice of Shri. Gurudev, Shri.
Dadasaheb took admission to M.A. in Philosophy in the Allahabad
University and completed his post graduation in M.A, in the year
1945-46 in second class and also availed the scholarship for the
Doctor of Philosophy.

By the blessings of living divine spirit of Shri. Gurudev,
Dadasaheb had undergone tremendous spiritual transformation and
became Manas Putra of Gurudev. Shri. Dadasaheb served in the
Ishwar Sharana Ashrama at Allahabad and thereafter migrated to
Sangli and Chandur. Shri. Dadasaheb had established a High School
in the name of Shri. Gurudev, ‘Shri. Gurudev Ranade Memorial
High School’, at Chandur.
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I would like to pause here, as there is a lot to write about
Dadasaheb’s spiritual, religious, charitable, alacritious approach to
common man of Chandur village with the emphatic magnanimity
and heavenly humility, but I must proceed to pen about his spiritual
Uttaradhikari Shri. Nandkumar R. Deshpande.

With spiritual and religious background, blessed with the
divine blessings in the Chandur Sarkar family. Shri. Nandakumar R.
Deshpande born at Shedbal village of Athani Taluka, which is the
mother’s village of Shri. Nandkumar R. Deshpande.

Shri. Nandkumar R. Deshpande was admitted for his early
education to a prestigious and reputed school in Sangli that is “Dr.
Bapat Balasikshana Mandir”. Thereafter Shri. NRD graduated in
B.Sc degree from Patwardhan College at Poona. He studied
Engineering and qualified in Bachelor of Engineering from Kashi
Vidhyapeeth. Thereafter he did his Law and finally accepted the post
of professor of Law at Belagavi.

Though Shri. Nandkumar R. Deshpande was a professor of
Law his mind and brain were perfectly blended with philosophical
approach to the practical problems. He philosophized many
branches of education including the Law, being inherited and having
imbibed with spiritual feelings and practice. He was an ardent
disciple of Shri. Gurudev. Shri. Nandkumar R. Deshpande gave a
visible look of divine shape to the invisible philosophical thoughts
of Shri. Gurudev Ranade, by successfully serving Shri. Gurudev
Mandir as its Secretary till his demise. After him my Amorphous,
Harddays-mate Shri. Maruti B. Zirli shouldered the exigencies of
responsibilities of the administration of Shri. Gurudev Mandir.
Under his dedicated, selfless, honest service, with absolute integrity
in the Achar and Vichar of Shri. Gurudev and that of Shri.
Nandkumar R. Deshpande, the academy of Comparative Philosophy
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and Religion emerged as a university in itself. The yeoman service
which Shri. Gurudev Ranade Mandir has rendered in the last many
decades in the field of philosophy and the study of comparative
philosophy of world religions, is uncomparable and second to none,
to any School of thoughts of the world. Under the able
administration by its Honorary Secretary Shri. M.B. Zirli, Shri.
Gurudev Mandir has achieved what was foreseen, predicted and
proposed by Shri. Gurudev and by Shri. Nandkumar R. Deshpande
in the study of the comparative philosophy and religion.

Shri. Nandkumar R. Deshpande was embodied with perfect
combination of Intrinsic qualities of Scientific approach to the
spiritual path. He was a spiritual Scientist. I was blessed with an
opportunity to be associated with him for few years as an Honarary
Lecturer in Bellad Law College, at Belagavi, wherein Shri. N.R.
Deshpande was a Professor of Law. I found in him, abundant novel
yet original thoughts and he was exponent of many more legal
concepts upon which he would throw light while addressing the
students of Jurisprudence. He was equally talented and competent to
address any area of Jurisprudence like service Jurisprudence, tax
Jurisprudence, Legal Jurisprudence and spiritual jurisprudence and
many more. The concept of Jurisprudence which he used to address
used to be quoted with fine and erudite and filtered principles of
philosophy. His eloquent, erudite, thought processing and emphatic
lectures made the entire legal faculty spell-bound.

He had a versatile personality as a Professor of Law, Legal
consultant, friend, philosopher and above all a fine gentlemen
having perennial source of fragrancial inspiration to guide the legal
fraternity. I have experienced incredible humility in him as he used
to treat with unfailing courtesy. Humility was a part of his psyche, by
which he would make people more comfortable. As an Acharya
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(Teacher) his knowledge of law and legal system was second to
none. Beauty is visible and knowledge is invisible. The beauty of his
knowledge was visible in his invisible quality of humility incarnated
in him. Shri. N.R. Deshpande was always like a flower behind the
leaf. He never sought any publicity and expected any appreciation,
he used to be contented with his silent service to the Society. He
trained and made qualified many, to sub-serve the social needs and
his students have been projected in the higher echelon of the society
likeaBOW SHOOTS THE ARROW.

BEAUTY CANNOTBE KNOWN and
TRUTH CANNOT BE SEEN and

N.R.D. can be rarely understood fully by a common man
like me, since he had divinity in him.

60)
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My Law Teacher :
Prof. N.R.Deshpande

Shri. G.V. Kongawad, 1AS
Rtd. Deputy Commissioner Belagavi.

Prof. N.R.Deshpande was my law teacher at the B.V.Bellad
Evening Law College, Belgaum. I was Deputy
Commissioner (d/c) in-charge of rehabilitation and land acquisition
for Malaprabha and Ghataprabha projects spread over the Belgaum
and undivided Bijapur districts. My first impression of him was that
he was a very altruistic human being and a very thorough gentlemen.
He taught me in the law college the Hindu law, the contract act and
many other subjects. His language was precise and direct and as a
student of Law.Iloved his classes.

I had secured 3rd rank to Karnatak University in the first year
Law exam. [ was in the campus to know the results, [ met NRD on the
corridor and saw him in a highly pleasant countenance and he
complimented me for securing the rank in the first year Law exam. |
felt that he was delighted at my performance in the exam as a student
of Law in addition to being a group public servant.
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On one occasion, another Law teacher working in the College,
Shri Zirali, who happened to be a close follower of Prof. Deshpande
was kind enough to take me to Ranade Mandir in Belgaum city and
explained the tremendous work done by Prof. Deshpande as a
staunch follower of Shri. Gurudev Ranade. I was acquainted with
several publications which emanated from the light of Shri. Gurudev
Ranade. Thus another important fact was revealed to me.

In a sense, my remembrance of Prof. NRD is not just as a
father of Law but also as a highly evolved spiritual being with great
humane qualities of head and heart.

&
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Shri N.R. Deshpande —
A Man of Integrity and Vision

- Dr. I. S. Kumbar
Professor of Philosophy (Rtd),
R.P.D. College, Belagavi

Shri M. B. Zirali, Advocate and Secretary of ACPR Belgaum
has invited me to write about my experiences with Professor
Shri N.R. Deshpande as I was also one of his associates. I feel proud
and happy to write and thereby offer my gratitude to Shri N. R.
Deshpande.

There are two reasons for my continues association with Shri
Gurudev Rande Mandir/ACPR, Belgaum by being in Belgaum(my
karmabhumi). One is my first visit to ACPR in 1977 and the another
is my meeting with Professor Shri N. R. Deshpande in 1990.

1. In the first case, in 1977, when I was studying first year MA
Philosophy at Karnataka University Dharwad, I came to know
that His Holiness Vedanta Keshari Shri Mallikarjun Shivayogi
was to deliver his spiritual discourses for one month from
20/11/1977 to 23/11/1977, at ACPR Campus Belgaum.. Since
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he is my Deeksha Guru, I decided to visit ACPR to take his
Darshana. I visited ACPR on 20/11/1977. On the same day
there was a function of unveiling of the portrait and releasing
the book on Shivasharane Shivalingavva by H.H. Shri
Shivbasav Swamiji of Nagnoor Math, Belagavi and H.H.
Vedanta Kesari Shri Mallikarjun Swamiji of Bijapur. There
were spiritual discussions as well. It was a feast for for my eyes,
mind and soul to be in this spiritual atmosphere. Then I decided
to stay in ACPR for two more days. My stay here in ACPR with
my Guru and other ascetic disciples had a deep impact on my
mind. It has changed the direction of my life and brought me
back to Belgaum in 1989 as a Lecturer in Philosophy in RPD
College Belgaum, where Sri Gurudev R. D.Ranade was also an
instrument in opening philosophy deportment. I am fortunate to
be in Belgaum till today and teach philosophy in one or the
other capacity. Indeed it was destined for me to make Belgaum
my karmabhumi. And my one visit to ACPR in 1977 is the
cause for it. For this I offer my humble gratitude to Shri
Gurudev Dr. R.D Ranade and H.H. Mallikarjun Shivayogi who
have blessed me to be so.

In the second case, ACPR was one of my attraction after my
joining into my service in Belgaum. [ kept visiting ACPR often,
because this was giving me a solace and satisfaction in my life..
Most of the time I was spending in ACPR library for study, as at
that time I had registered for my Ph.D. study. By that time I was
also initiated in to Sanyasashram by H.H Shri Mallikarjun
Swamiji. Somy stay at ACPR was giving me a feeling that [ am
in an Ashram atmosphere.

During my visit to ACPR, I noticed Professor Shri N.R
Deshpande, as one of the greatest attracting personalities for
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me. The others being Sri K.R. Kulkarni and Sri P.D.
Dharwarkar. Shri N.R.Deshpande was a Chairman of ACPR
and Editor of Path Way to God. My continued association with
ACPR in one or the other way till today is because of Professor
Shri N.R. Deshpande. It is he who has created interest in me.
My association with ACPR has helped me in my professional
and spiritual life. For this, I offer my humble gratitude to him.

During my visit to ACPR, I had many discussions with Shri. N.
R. Deshpande.. From these discussions I noticed that he was
having an intense spirituality and profound knowledge of
philosophy. He used to be in trance during these discussions.
His voice was very pleasant and loving. [ was wondering how
this person has such an in-depth knowledge in these subjects.
But I was enjoying his smooth and loving discussions. I also
noticed my company with him was very comforting. My mutual
wave length was matching with his. This was also one of the
reasons for me to keep coming again and again to ACPR.

I came to know from the discussion with Sri N.R.Deshphande
that he was associated with Sri Gurudev Ranade since his
childhood. Shri N.R.Deshpande lived with Sri Gurudev along
with his father at Allahabad University wherein Sri Gurudev
Dr. R. D. Ranade was Vice-Chancellor. Even he played on Shri
Gurudev’s lap in his childhood. He was a direct disciple of Shri
Gurudev. From this I understood that this is the reason for
molding his personality into spiritual life. Shri Gurudev’s
blessings were fully showered on him. Then my interest was
aroused to know more of Shri Gurudev’s life through Shri N.
R. Deshpande. Earlier | had information about Shri Gurudev as
a great academician through his works. But through Shri N. R.
Deshapande I understood him as a great saint. My respect
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towards Shri Gurudev has increased more and more because of
Shri N. R. Deshpande. For me Shri N. R. Deshpande has been
an instrument to know the spiritual height of Shri Gurudev. For
this [ am offering my gratitude to him.

Thus I started attending certain functions conducted by ACPR.
Sometime Shri N. R. Deshpande was allowing me to speak on
Shri Gurudev and his philosophy. I did that with whatever little
knowledge I had at that time. He would admire and encourage
me to continue such activity in ACPR. He also allowed me to
talk on Upanishads and Indian philosophy every week. I was
enthusiastic to do so because he would feel happy to see that
such an activity become a regular phenomena at the ACPR
center. He also had entrusted a service to me to look after the
journal “Pathway to God” as a member of an Editorial Board. I
felthonored by this service entrusted to me.

Very soon I realized that Shri N.R. Deshpande was also having
concern for me. One day there was a function at ACPR. I was
also supposed to be present in the function. But due to some
reason [ missed it without informing him. He was so concerned
with me that he went on enquiring through his associates about
me why I have not come, what happened to me etc. I felt sorry
for this. After that I was keeping him informed about my
activity.

I understand that by profession he was a lowyer. But he never
practised Law. He had chosen to be a professor of Law. Why he
has not practised Law? Maybe because, teaching profession
was suitable for his spiritual life. Therefore he preferred to be a
professor of Law. I also heard that Sri Gurudev Ranade was
encouraging the teaching profession. That may be the reason he
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had chosen to be in teaching profession. Whatever it is, he was
an eminent professor.

I also know that as a professor he was having more concern for
his students. He loved his students such way that he used to go
to students’ place to give them notes for study in case of the non
availability of suitable books to them. This concern for the
students I liked and have adopted this in my teaching
profession. I noticed that because of this quality of concern for
students [ adopted in to my profession, the strength and quality
of students in philosophy started increasing in my College.
Because of this my students of philosophy are placed in high
position in the society. The students from the first batch of my
teaching (1989) to till present, are still in touch with me asking
for guidance. I feel happy to discuss and guide them. This credit
goes to ShriN. R. Deshpande.

Professor N. R. Deshpande was a visionary. Itis he who has put
into the writings the vision and mission of ACPR through the
“Footprints onthe Sands of Time”. He called it as 'a Profile of
ACPR-Global Mission of a Mystic Visionary.'! Here has
mentioned ACPRS’s Development Plans which include
research, information, holistic education, printing, seminars,
conferences, and symposiums for the Holistic Human Welfare.
For the fulfillment of these plans the ACPR executives under
the able guidance of Advocate Shri M. B. Zirali, Trustee and
Hon. Secretary of ACPR, are working devotedly. It is a noble
cause and I feel myself proud to be associated with ACPR, to
its materialize his goals. I think that through these plans
Professor N.R. Deshpande has rejuvenated ACPR.

Itis said, "The life of saints is seen in their death.' This is exactly
true in case of Shri N. R. Deshpande. He lived a saintly life. He
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was a man of integrity and responsibility. His Gurubhakti was
very strong and intense. He devoted his life to carry out the
vision and mission of Shri Gurudev. This is proved as he
breathed his last in Gurudev Ranade Mandir that too while
delivering spiritual discourse at a big function. This is an
indication that the divine grace of Shri Gurudev Ranade was
ever bestowed upon him. Even his brother Shri S.N. Deshpande
breathed his last in the same manner and same place, as |
witnessed it. Shri Gurudev’s blessings were on their entire
family.

Surely his personality has molded my life into spirituality. He is

with us in our thinking, feeling and every walk of our life. He is
immortal through us. I pray to him and Shri Gurudev to be with us
always and bless to complete our task allotted to us. I offer my
gratitude to him for his concern and love towards me. I thank
Advocate Shri M.B. Zirali for giving me an opportunity to share
the experiences I had with Professor N. R. Deshpande. I also wish to

mention here that I continued my association with ACPR because of
the magnificent personality of Shri M. B. Zirali, through whom I feel

the presence of Professor Shri N. R. Deshpande.

&
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Reflections......

- Dr. Satish Madhavrao Kulkarni
Pune

At the outset I appreciate the efforts and contributions made
by the Academy of Comparative Philosophy and
Religion, Belagavi, in promoting and spreading awareness about the
Philosophy of realising the God , through comparative study of all
Religions. Prof. Er. Nandkumar Shamarao Deshpande (Nandanna)
also shouldered the responsibility of the Academy for quite some
time in recent past. I am glad, his contribution and work to promote
the activities are being recognised through this publication,
"Reminiscence of Prof. N.S. Deshpande."

I 'had the opportunity to discuss, interact and be in the company
of Nandanna only on two or three occasions in Vishrambag, Sangli
(Maharashtra) at his sister and disciple of Gurudev Ranade Sou.
Rama Neelakanth Inamdar's residence. He was also accompanied by
his elder brother Prof. Neelakanth (Papanna). I was a layman in the
field of spiritual life and yet to understand the Pathway to God
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through Nam Sadhana etc. That stage still persists. However, [ was
moved by Nandanna's devotion and total commitment towards his
Sadguru, Gurudev Ranade. I got the opportunity to go through and
discuss on some of the scattered writings on various issues written
by Nandanna. I felt that the views expressed on various subjects
were unique and beyond common man's thinking. During the
discussion he said, "these views /opinions expressed are not mine.
These are because of Maa Bhagavati, who is behind these
expressions." I could neither digest and nor understand the views
expressed, thinking that Nandanna didn't want to take credit of the
same. It was certain that Nandanna must be having some
extraordinary power of thinking because of his continual Nam
Sadhana. But I could not co-relate his sadhana and the vivid writing.
But all the while he was talking about his Sadguru Gurudev Ranade.
I was unaware about the intricacies involved in the Guru-Shishya
traditions or unable to know about the Guru-Tatva, generally talked
about.

After a few years when I referred to his writings (unpublished)
again, I could draw some inference. I also came across some of the
literature of Dr. R. D. Ranade, popularly known as Gurudev Ranade.
In the literature and his life sketches I found Gurudev to be a highly
learned person at the same time blessed by his guru Sadguru
Bhausaheb Maharaj, Umadikar. Having full and unconditional faith
and dedication at the lotus-feet of his Sadguru he used to practise
Nam Sadhana for hours together. He followed the practice even
during his incurable disease and kept his Sadhana uninterrupted.
Gurudev experienced that if one completely immerses his mind in
the continual chanting of His name, then it is possible to come out of
any crisis, because of HIS grace. If the same is done based on the
egotistic approach, the sadhana may ruin the situation. Realising
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this, Gurudev made his life philosophy and practice to go in for Nam
Sadhana for hours together. Gurudev used to follow the Nam
Sadhana even during incurable illness. He accepted that The Nam
given by Sadguru is the victuals for the entire life journey of the
disciple, even in the physical absence of one's Sadguru.

The things which can't be realised intellectually can be
experienced by intuition. This power of intuition can be achieved
through complete surrendering to the Sadguru and chanting the
name given by him without losing a moment. Nam is a symbol which
carries with it the spiritual power and its smaran is a process of
identification with God. Gurudev Ranade lived the life on this
philosophy and so also guided his disciples to move on the same
path.

In Nandanna, I saw a true shishya of Gurudev Ranade. He was
at once a gifted and a lucky person. He was born in Chandurkar
Deshpande family. His father Shri. S.N' Deshpande (Dadasaheb
Deshpande), was a close associate and gurubandhu of Gurudev
Ranade. In fact Dadasaheb Deshpande was regarded as the son of
Gurudev Ranade. Thus Nandanna and Papanna happened to be
grandsons of Gurudev. Gurudev nicknamed these two grandsons as
Saint and Soldier and used to play with them when they were kids.
Nandanna's mother was also blessed with 'Sabeej Nam' by Gurudev
Ranade. Father was already blessed by Amburao Maharaj.

Nandanna's Nam Sadhana was deep, his love for Nam and his
connection with the God was very acute. He worshipped, all the time
residing, Prabhu Ram in him with utter love and continued his Nam
Sadhana without any doubt. € €Iftd o sh1vT| LTt 3TTSad d whIvT| Gt 7Y
31 AT | AR TTfESt || 3 T || g 11 14-8-3811
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Nandanna was true to the above verse from Dasbodh. He was
keeping Prabhu Ram very close to his heart and was devotee of Ram
like Rambhakt Hanuman. On many occasions he used to quarrel
with Shree Ram, just like Sant Eknath Maharaj and other Saints.

Nandanna was so much connected with the God that even in
normal house hold life, he used to interact with people with the same
love and affection as that for God. The teachings of Gurudev Ranade
were exactly the same. Nandanna kept the balance between normal
life and the life of a Sadhak. He exactly followed the footsteps of his
Guru and spent the whole life in Trikal Nam Sadhana. He relied on
the Sadguru's advice that everything happens as per HIS will, which
we should accept peacefully. To have Trikal Nam Sadhana and not to
relinquish sadhana even in case of physical pains and suffering and
experience that all the difficulties and odds are cleared by the
blessings of Sadguru.

I got the opportunity to meet Shri. Basavaraj in the campus of
ACPR Belagavi. He was so impressed by the life and devotion of
Nandanna that he talked with me at length about him with love,
affection and honor.

After Nandanna's demise I had the opportunity to meet
members of his family at their residence in Belgavi, the holy place
where Dadasaheb lived in and Gurudev visited and lit Camphor. A
cool place where I heard the story of his exit from the earthly world.
In general Pran escapes either through Eyes, Ears, Nose, Mouth, the
navel, Anus, Urethra or Brahmarandhra. When Pran escapes from
organs above Navel it is inferred that the soul of the deceased got
Uttam Gati. When it passes through Brahmarandhra it is inferred
that the soul got not only Uttam Gati but the great achievement of
Emancipation (Moksha). Nandanna was such a sadhak that his end
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came and Pran escaped through Brahmarandhra. A worthy blessings
from God to a true Nam Sadhatk.

Gurudev Ranade's vision was One World, One God and One
Humanity. Late Prof. N. S. Deshpande (Nandanna) lived his life for
all these principles, practised the path on which Gurudev moved and
surrendered to the Almighty God as areal and true Nam Sadhak. Just
like Ramkrishna Paramhans and Swamy Vivekanand, Samarth
Ramdas and Kalyan, Brahmachaitanya Gondavalekar Maharaj and
Brahmanand Maharaj. Now I feel that Nandanna is a true Reflection
of'his Sadguru, Gurudev Ranade.

O
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My Great Guru
Late Prof. N.R. Deshpande

- K.B. Naik

Adv. & Ex-Chairman KSBC Bengaluru

Presently Member KSBC Bengaluru

Vice Chairman, Raddi Sahakar Bank Niyamit, Dharwad,
Plot No.16, Sector No.2, Shivabasav Nagar Belagavi
Mobile No. 9448029740, 9448993501

Iam a very small man to say something about my Guru the
great philosopher and great human being late professor N.R.
Deshpande.

Late Professor N.R. Deshpande was a great philosopher. You
can find greatest thoughts and philosophies of Swami Vivekanand
and Mahatma Gandhiji. Further he was a great scholar and depth of
his teachings were very high in standards.

Once I had an occasion to ask him a question i.e. I wanted know
about the definition of the word "Education". Professor N.R.
Deshpande told me in simplest term that, since our childhood to this
age, we study many things, many subjects, many literatures, many
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philosophies and also we forget so many things of them, but
something always remains with us, that is called "Education". If you
put suddenly any type of questions to him, answers were
immediately available to you from him. He was called professor
N.R. Deshpande.

Late Professor N.R. Deshpande was basically a Mining
Engineer but he shifted himself to legal education field. As a
Professor of Law he has achieved greater milestone and made
permanent place in the hearts of his students.

Late Prof. N.R. Deshpande was teaching Hindu Law,
Jurisprudence, Administrative law and also many subjects of law in
B.V. Bellad Law College Belagavi. In my opinion, the students who
have attended his lectures on law are the luckiest persons in the
universe. While teaching the subjects, he was going very deep into
the subject matter because depth of his knowledge was very much
wider in each and every subject, as he was a veracious reader. His
love towards his students was fatherly.

I feel myself lucky, because I am the proud student of Prof.
N.R. Deshpande. His humanitarian nature philosophy of life
impressed me and because of the impact I achieved something in my
life.

I pray God that the Ashirwad of my beloved late Professor
always remains on me and on all his beloved students.

&

O
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Shri. N.R.Deshpande Sir

Eng. Bhimsen M. Zirali, M.Tech,

Eng. Vijayalaxmi M. Zirali, M.S. (Germany)
Shree Nagar, Belagavi

It 1s9.00 PM (20 years back) (Daily bases) if a phone rang and
Dad used to pick the phone and say “Jai Shree Gurudev”.
Then we used to understand it is Deshpande Sir’s long lasting call.
The conversation used to continue minimum halfan hour. According
to our understanding (we three in primary schooling) the talk was
mysterious.

But, Dad’s happy facial expressions used to indicate lot of
positive vibes in house.

Sir used to appreciate Viju akka’s hand writing skills. He
always used to say “Hand writing resembles the nature of the
person”.

We were not matured enough to understand his personality but
for the family he was a fatherly figure. Dad used to say I not seen
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Gurudev (Gurudev.Dr.R.D.Ranade) but through Deshpande Sir, I
witnessed or felt or experienced him.

Sir’s love of his grandchildren Raghunath, Chinmay and
Vaishnavi is memorable. He used to give them so many gifts and
used to play with them.

Our family is fortunate enough to learn Nimbaragi sampradayic
activities from Deshpande Sir’s blessings. This involvement in the
Gurudev’s Circle (Satsangh) turned our life into prosperity in
education, behavior and character building.

In 2002, physically he left us all. But his teachings, life lessons,
guidance are still with us. We are following his footsteps.

We miss you Sir.

Jai Shree Gurudev...

o 115 e«




N R Deshpande....
A Personality Very Few
Could Understand!

- Shri. Shrikrishna Kelkar, C.A.
001, Krrish Club Residency,

Club Road, BELAGAVI 590001.
Ph: 9448116298

Rare is a person, one in millions, A soul dedicated to the
glory of the cause behind the purpose of human life.
Associated throughout his life with mission and preaching of Late
Gurudev Dr R D Ranade, he dedicated his great years of career to the
mission of Gurudev. Right from childhood(as his father used to be
with Gurudev every time) Shri N.R had the blessings from Gurudeyv.
Not only that during his lifetime was he associated with Gurudev, the
destiny had planned exit of N.R at the premises of the organisation
founded by Dr Ranade, “The Academy of Comparative Philosophy
and Religion” popularly known as ACPR at Belagavi. He was
present at a seminar conducted by ACPR where he suffered from a
massive cardiac arrest and breathed his last.
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A scholar in his academic career and mining engineer by
degree, he always chose a path driven by his conscious and one will
be surprised to note that most of the part of his life, he chose to be a
professor teaching LAW!

He threw himself into the mission of spirituality and he guided
this mission by contributing his thoughts as Chairman of ACPR till
end of his life. ACPR reached great heights under his guidance and
leadership.

Let me give a brief about my association with him. My
grandfather Late Shri V C Kelkar from Sangli (Maharashtra) was an
ardent follower of Shri Gurudev. Infact, Shri V.C Kelkar popularly
known as Tatya Saheb had the fortune of getting a direct initiation
into the process of spirituality from Dr Ranade himself. Only very
few had this distinct and rare privilege of such direct initiation. Raje
Saheb of Sangli (at that point of time Sangli was a sansthan) was also
a follower and a well wisher of mission of Gurudev. There was an
institution formed and run by Dr Ranade and was functioning at
Sangli as a trust under the name and style Adhyatma Vidya Mandir-
Sangli. Later, Late Raje Saheb of Sangli donated a big piece of land
situated at Belagavi by way of gift deed in the name of Adhyatma
Vidya Mandir Sangli to this institute of Shri Gurudev. This landed
property at Belagavi came to be registered as an independent trust by
name Academy of Comparative Philosophy and Religion and this
donated property by Raje Saheb of Sangli to Dr R.D Ranade came to
be registered as property of the trust ACPR at Belgaum. This gifted
property consists of the present campus of Gurudev Mandir which
was constructed by the then disciples and trustees, by selling the
portion of land adjacent to Gurudev Mandir campus presently
known as Ranade Colony lane no 1 and 2. This gifted property also
consists of certain portion of Lease-hold land given to Karnataka
Law Society and presently enjoyed by them.
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Shri V.C Kelkar was an eminent scholar and an advocate by
profession and during his period of association as a trustee of
Adhyatma Vidya Mandir Sangli, he noticed that the property at
Belagavi gifted by Raje Saheb of Sangli has been registered as an
independent trust by name ACPR. From the date of gift to the
verification of documents much water had flown and no one had
noticed the crux of the registered gift deed being made by Raje
Saheb in the name of Adhyatma Vidya Mandir Sangli. Shri V.C
Kelkar decided to follow the legal path of claiming the title in the
name of the trust to which the property stood originally gifted.
Although the trust at Sangli and the trust at Belagavi were following
the preaching of Gurudev alone, there arose a tussle on issue of
property rights. This led to lot of long driven litigation. I was
associated with my grandfather in this legal battle as his junior. I was
interacting with the advocates appointed at Belagavi by my
grandfather and was well versed with the facts of the case and I even
used to go for the briefings to senior counsels at Bangalore and
Mumbai. As the time lapsed, the urge was felt that both the trusts are
following the same mission and it was later resolved between them
to settle this issue by compromise. It is this field of compromise
when I came into contact with N.R as he was the Chairman of ACPR.
The seed of spirituality was common in both trusts and the trustees at
Sangli as well as in Belagavi after a long process of deliberations
ended this dispute amicably.

Atthis juncture, N.R requested me to devote certain time for the
trust ACPR as [ was based in Belagavi and later he inducted me as a
Joint Secretary of this esteemed organization. My interaction with
N.R began on this Note and I was lucky to find in N.R the dynamism
and dedication required for the growth of a trust.
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In those days in the trust ACPR, the events revolved around the
functions related with jayanthi or punyatithi or rather a sectorial
attachment of the disciples of Gurudev alone. The name and title of
the trust “Academy of Comparative Philosophy and Religion”
suggested in itself a very big theme. Late Shri Gurudev was engaged
in his mission of comparison of the philosophy of the western world
to that of the eastern world. His volumes of publications like
Constructive Survey of Upanishadic Philosophy were the outcomes
of his long perceived mission. Gurudev had in his mind the
publication of series of such books and Raje Saheb had contributed
generously for this cause. Unfortunately, Gurudev could not
complete his mission of writing all that he wanted. During his
lifetime, Gurudev had sketched the idea of different subjects on
which he had to write. Although mystic in nature, Gurudev was a
very strong critique and analysed in depth, every segment of
spiritual process. For this, he analysed the philosophy and life of
different saints and their contributions in different languages. Being
the then Vice Chancellor of Allahabad university, Gurudev was
blessed with the time and devotion that was needed for the critical
analysis and especially the study of Greek Philosophy and the
philosophy followed by western world.

Gurudev had scripted the idea behind formation of ACPR in
very clear words. Taking clue from this, the trustees of ACPR
thought of re-writing the objects of the trust ACPR. The thinking and
timely suggestions and drafting of these revised objects had a midas
touch of NR’s vision and words.

This name and title ‘Academy of Comparative Philosophy and
Religion’ became a vision document under the guidance of Shri N.R
Deshpande. I remember, we carried out a marathon exercise of re-
declaration of the objects of the trust and every bit of it resolved in

o 119 o<




N.R. Deshpande
%‘6’6\;’

those meetings has been penned down by me in my own handwriting
into the minute books of the trust ACPR. During this process of re-
declaration of the objects that gave a greater elasticity of roping in
different segments of spirituality, the trust could attract attention of
many scholars involved in different branches of philosophy. There
was a stiff resistance from the disciples of Dr Ranade who wanted
this trust to be exclusively for the benefit of Dr Ranade’s disciples.
Even there were court battles but N.R stood as a rock solid captain of
the ship and sailed it through this storm till it anchored at the
designated port of spirituality. It is this ACPR that we find today
open to the entire world.

It was a lifetime opportunity for me to be associated with such a
scholarly person as that of N.R where I was associated with him
alongwith other trustees into this whole process of rethinking on the
objects of the trust. Under his guidance the vision document of
ACPR ‘Footprints on the Sands of time got its form and this printed
booklet gave the world the exact vision required in modern complex
world. Anyone visiting the auditorium of ACPR gets thrilled eith joy
within when he reads the words of NR displayed in the auditorium
by way of a small hoarding. The seeker finds his path through the
silence alone! Under his leadership, we conducted a national level
conference on philosophy. Under his leadership was the occasion
when the Hon’ble Prime Minister of India visited ACPR. It is under
the guidance and leadership of N.R that the quarterly magazine
“Pathway to God” published by ACPR reached different scale of
height in form of its reader-base and in form of different
contributions to this quarterly journal by eminent scholars
throughout India. It is still a matter of great pride for the Institution to
get every book published anywhere on philosophy for writing a
review.

o 20 o<




N.R. Deshpande
%‘6’6\"

Apart from his scholarly vocabulary, he was constantly
pursuing his meditation session which used to go for hours together.
He was in all literal senses a friend, philosopher and guide even to a
youngster like me. Any of my articles was always first discussed
with him and I always had the fortune of his pat and encouragement.
N.R was a great scholar by himself and has contributed many
philosophical verses in Marathi and Kannada literature. It will not be
out of context to remember his brother Papa Deshpande who was
professor of sociology at Benaras. I had a unique opportunity of
interacting with both at the same time. N.R was very clear in his
mission and approach and was very firm on his ideas and never
compromised or drifted away from the mission of the trust.

I am full in tears while I write these few lines in his memory
which will never fade and will always keep on guiding me through
the path of truth.

&,
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Sir in my memories...

Shrividya Zirali, BBA. LL M.
Advocate
High Court of Karnataka Banglore.

was 8 when Sir passed away. Today | am 27 but all the

memories with him are still afresh. The day he breathed his

last still stands front of me. We were left at our uncle’s house and my

parents went to say him goodbye. I felt terrible as [ wanted to see him
for the one last time. But I couldn't. I griefed in silence.

His personality was such that even for a small girl like me,
his aura made a godly presence. He always used to be calm,
contended and loving towards everyone. In a age where only toys
were my life, [ believe he gave us a vision in life. Told us that our life
is just not ours, it’s more than that. Whenever he visited us, he made
sure he checks our handwriting. He believed that handwriting is the
index of student’s life, which shows how disciplined he is in his life.

Dad always looked up to him as a ‘Guide’, ‘Guru’, ‘Role
model’. Now when he talks about him, his face always glows with
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happiness, having a twinkle in his eyes. Dad always told us that how
important role sir played in his life. In all his big decisions sir was
always there to guide him. How just by talking to sir, his biggest
worries would get resolved. Sir loved him unconditionally, gave a
path for his life. We are so grateful to Sir for introducing us to
Gurudev Dr. R.D. Ranade and Nimbargi Sampraday, which has
really influenced our life to a greater extent. Even when akka
(Vijaylaxmi) was in Germany, she would always do bhajana and
when she returned she told us how secured she felt when she use to
do bhajana.

Today when I asked Akka about her memory about sir, she
told me, the first thing comes to her mind about him is his glowing
happy face when she gifted him a colorful handmade greeting card
on Diwali. She described him as having a innocent smile which
would leave an everlasting impression on everyone's heart.

A long time has passed, we all are growing old but a brief
time which we spent with Sir is precious and all those memories are
enough for life time to cherish. I believe all these beautiful
experiences with Sir will be passed on to next generation and this
legacy will continue...

60)
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Prof N R Deshpande :
Propitiating Reminiscences

- Dr. Mallikarjunaiah J M,
Principal

K L E Society’s Law College
Bengaluru.

It is an honour and a great pleasure to recall fondly the
reminiscences of the most valuable times of my life spent in
the company of the most respectful soul Professor N. R. Deshpande.
It is indeed a pleasant compulsion to recall and acknowledge the
indelible mark professor has left on the chosen few of us, who were
his junior colleagues then. Ocean of knowledge, prodigious sense of
humour coupled with wit cogently driving the point and the awe-
inspiring language skills I witnessed are worthy of emulation by all.
It is surprising to realise today, that all my interactions and
encounters with him always surrounded the deep intellectual
discussions, unnoticeably often travelling into the realm of
philosophy. Tam deeply convinced that Law has no domain of itself,
it draws inspiration from and caters to the requirements in all walks
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of human life ultimately leading to keeping the society integrated
and restoring peace in the society. Professor N. R. Deshpande being
a gifted teacher with a profound sense of indubitable
interdisciplinary nature of Law, very aptly and continuously realised
and discoursed the interplay between Law and other humanities. It is
this understanding of the subject that made his lectures attractive and
most useful for the students and the faculty members alike. His
disdain for the shortcuts to popularity kept him apart and made him
remain an iconic and accomplished scholar in Law. It may be
noteworthy here that though our dialogues always surrounded
philosophy and life, Professor never left us in the dark without
connecting it to Law.

Professor NR Deshpande, as an erudite scholar, had immense
knowledge and passion in the basic subjects like Jurisprudence,
Constitutional Law, Family Laws, Environmental Laws and
International Laws. His lectures on the Interpretation of Statutes
were not only well acclaimed by the students giving them a joyful
learning experience; they also created a new vibrancy among the
faculty members inspired by post-class fascinating faculty lounge
discussions.

Professor N R Deshpande had an acknowledged and admiring
humane side to his personality. He was compassionate. Junior
faculty like me were always appreciated and fortified by him fondly
to go the extra mile every time and excel in performance as a teacher.
I cannot forget how cautiously he was suggesting us to exalt
ourselves as an inspiring teacher in the course of time. The offering
of regular tea and the frequent high tea at the faculty lounge were
readily and generously left to the pleasure of the Professor by young
faculty like me. Not only that the Professor has taken the best care of
our academic growth, daily needs and at times addressing our
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economic necessities, but he was also indeed a readily reliable guide
for all of us in keeping good health inclusive of prescription of some
home-made medicines. The profundity of knowledge, seniority by
age, great honour and the like merits, never took a great friend in him
away from us. He was indeed a great friend, philosopher and guide
for all of us. While I wish him the eternal peace, I also wish to record
my prayers for his continuously showered blessings.

CO)
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II. Editorials Written by Prof. N.R.Deshpande to
Pathway to God Journal Published by ACPR

Prof. N.R. Deshpande

Prof. N.R. Deshpande was Editor to the
Journal Pathway to God for the year
1976 and 1977




Editorial

(Jan 1976)

- Prof. N.R. Deshpande

do S8 A(AGTE AGTAld FToTGoIRH |
foreet qof forarepTa forefor Fameawifzeraa ||
— ft arxsofiar

I salute the Master of this world who is full with Sat Chit Anand,
who is an Unity above all duality, who is eternal, who is the complete
whole, who is untarnished by any dimensions of Akar and Gun, and
who is seated in the heart of my soul.

Completion of a Decade

Learned readers of this journal may be happy to note that the
Academy is completing a decade of its journalistic activity.
Publication of the 'Pathway to God' has always been a sincere
struggle for achieving the ideal set forth by the Academy. This editor
feels it his modest privilege to place some 'rededicating' thoughts
and sentiments on this occasion.
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The ldeal of ""One god, One World, One Humanity"

The great visionary founder of this Academy of Comparative
Philosophy and Religion, Revered Shri Gurudev R.D. Ranade,
M.A.D. Litt. had before him this ideal of "One God, One World, One
Humanity". He wanted this ideal to be realised in actuality in the
day-to-day world. The great mansion of God may have different
doors but all lead to Him alone. Spiritual Leaders and philosophical
intellectuals have always recognised and lived this ideal.

The ideal has remained unrealised by the huge masses who are
in a continuous attempt to follow these ideal Spiritual Leaders. And
unfortunately the world of ours is mostly full of such masses only.

Achievement of the 'ldeal’: An Introspection

Individual activities for the God-realisation have always been
kept personal or private. Loyalty and follow-up actions pertaining to
one's religion or faith are always guarded. Any discussion of their
effects on our social or public life is carefully excluded. Do these
religions, sectarian loyalties or alignments in us have any direct
effects on our social, national or international existence and get-
together?

It we unmask ourselves of hard core hypocrisy, we should be
prepared to think and answer this question.

Motives, supports and alliances are born and drawn from these
religious, sectarian loyalties. History evidences the truth of this
answer. On religious stimulus only wars have been fought, empires
were erected and this One beautiful World was sliced by the
boundaries which have created various nations. Any religion, sect or
faith never taught us to do so. But the misconceived loyalties in the
hearts of the masses following these religions, sects etc. did create
these unwanted results. Masses have reduced themselves into
multiple camps as if poised for a cease fire.

It is no doubt an unintended creation of the 'ignorants'. But
many are they. Spiritual leaders have always owned and proclaimed
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the Unity of God in the diversities of religions and faiths. Individuals
are born to embody 'individualities' (fre g ufafiE:), and hence the
minor alterations of the path and course for an individual may not be
unjustified. But when the ultimate goal is essentially the same, how
do these paths and courses happen to clash and contradict?

The earth, the planes, the jungles and the stones all belong to
free Nature. They never have any religion. But from these very
stones and woods we have built temples, churches, mosques,
gurudwaras and what not. Their existence as a door leading to the big
and singular mansion of God, is always justified. But if these places
are going indirectly to nurture the misconceived loyalties of the
ignorant masses, then they are the high castles giving shelter to the
un-Godly hardcore of the ignorants.

Itis high time that humanity poses herself a question with brutal
frankness. A question of confession. Actual state of things in our
societies and nations will not allow us any more to keep on being
silent, being self-deluded, being self-fooled. Past we kow
abundantly, present is with us over-evidently and future is fast
tapping our doors pressingly.

The problem is again with the masses and its solution with the
very few viz. Spiritual leaders, religious heads and the front-line
intellectuals.

The ideal of One God, One Humanity has remained merely a
philosophical slogan. Ritualistic diversities of various religions
have led us down where our collective existence proclaims the
'defeat' of the ideal of One God.

Only an urgent introspection can awake this sense of
confession. Out of this turmoil younger generations have developed
total contempt nausea and distaste for any thing and every thing
pertaining to God.

Is it not the proper time for winding up ritualistic diversities of
various religions, faiths... etc?

It will not be an over-simplification if we say that even the
awareness as a slogan of One God, one Humanity, is missing. One-
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time justified diversities of various religions have grown and
matured in the flow of time to such forms that they attempt to defeat
the very reality of One God, One Humanity and One World are far off
dreams. Should we not wind up these diversities? Shall we be ready
for a partial effacement of our ritualistic formalities? Will all the
religions or faiths be merged in One Faith of God? Will the masses
bear the brunt of any consequential transition?

Men of higher vision and potentialities were born in all times.
Their very course of lives have become, in themselves, an idealised
path for attaining God. Space and time might have caused
multiplication of their paths. But should the multiplication of paths
be allowed to cause the aberration of the essential unity of the Goal?

Every human being is the latest model of manifestation of God.
Every Hindu is a living reprint of Bhagawadgeeta. Every Christian
isaliving reprint of the Bible and so on.

Let the existing spiritual leaders and philosopher-intellectuals
have a look to these 'reprints' and let them try to edit and compile
them in to One unique and eternal Handbook of Humanity.

The problem is real. But it needs careful diagnostic analysis. Let
the froot-line torch bearers unite and sit around a table. The columns
of'this journal await their proceedings.

Let us set on to the achievement of this ideal in this generation.
The truth of awareness out of the comparative study of philosophy
of Religions will be the singular realisation of the need of an early
achievement of the ideal. This Academy of comparative Philosophy
and Religion stands for realisation of this ideal.

Realisation of the ideal of 'One God, One World, One Humanity
inreal and actual practice of the masses -is the only solution.

The urge for an early advent of this solution is the singular
sentiment of this editor.

&,

CO)
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Editorial

(Oct 1976)

- Prof. N.R. Deshpande

700 years back, in Jnaneshwara's birth, humanity was graced
with a visible manifestation of Divinity. In his chosen human form,
within about a span of twenty one years, he created and illuminated
the eternal, spiritual 'light house' guiding countless, sailing and
tossing human ships. Through such manifestations, God does stand
by his promise to refuel and uplift His own beloved creation.

Assimilating space and time in his existence and spiritual
works, Jnaneswara and his limitless spiritual inspiration have
symbolised the trinity of 'unity, eternality and universality'. For an
active devotee on the pathway to God, Jnaneswara is as if a soaking
and resoaking spiritual solvent in which the devotee throbs and dips
himselfagain and again.

This special issue marks merely a conscious attempt to salute
this towering spiritual leader on his 700 th birth anniversary. How
great Jnaneswara is, remains unfathomable, unscaled, unmeasured
for the tiny measuring units like ours. How greatly we can enrich
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ourselves, we can realise. In such a realisation only, real regardful
tributes are paid to the greatness of such spiritual heroes. Gurudev
Shri R.D. Ranade writes in his 'Mysticism in Maharashtra,'-"The
Mystics of all ages and countries form an eternal Divine Society
(Preface-p. 2). Jnaneswara has naturally his comparison with such
great philosophic mystical luminaries of the West as Plotinus,
Agustine and Eckhart..... Jnaneswar may yet again be fitly compared
with Dante, whose beatific vision, philosophic imagination and
poetic melody are just a counter part of that greatest of Indian poet-
mystics, Jnaneswara" (Preface-p.3) A devotee with an emotional
heart will merge in agreement with Changdev in describing the
greatness of Jnaneswara and his brothers.

HifcRT=! 1ot TS0 R | 9ie WEst @re ed |
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"Jnanadeva drank to his fill te water of pearls; Nivrittinatha
caught in his hands the shade of the could; Sopana decorated himself
with the garland of fragrance; Muktabai fed herself on cooked

diamands". (English Translation from Mysticism in Maharashtra-
P.46)

In the celebration of this 700 th birth centenary of Shri
Jnaneswara, let us grant a pause to ourselves and be introspective.
Let not huge and massive functions of celebrations sweep us away
with a sense of having done all that is expected of us. Let us make a
conscious effort to realise how and why Jnaneswara remains
relevant and inspiring even after long passage of 700 years.
Eternality and universality of his message have made its prints
timeless and unwipable.
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Jnaneswara's chosen mandate for us is T T 37 IFHaTH’

"live and experience (and not merely read and repeat) at least one
verse of Jnaneswari." Present day growing world, craving for 'One
god, One World and One Humanity' has to reinspire itself from
Jnaneswara's urge for ‘fevaraend’.

On this occassion, let us pray unto Jnaneswara to give us light
and guidance. Let at least, the wdwra (the urge of Partha) be born
within ourselves. Let us be aware of the war being fought on the
battlefields of our individualised existence between right and wrong,
between virtues and vices, between Godly and unGodly. Birth of
such a Partha (uref) within ourselves will alone qualify us to receive
Geeta and Jnaneswari and will lead us to the effective inner
alterations, in turn leading us to God-realisation.

With the births of the Saints like Jnaneswara, humanity is bound
to be on its way to Divinisation. Let this optimism recharge our cells
and set us on towards the Goal with a new flight of hopes and efforts.

This editor feels, that having resolved on our part, Shri
Jnaneswara is promising the humanity, on this occasion, with an
assurance viz.

I pAfad IS &
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The creeping Divinity in us, will on its own, mature to
flowerings. Flower of Divine wisdom will be born and will be
timeless and fragrant. The fragrance will dissolve and exhaust all
those layers of consciousness, which are shelling skies, enveloping
and entrapping the struggling human self.

(0]
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Editorial

(Jan-Mar 1977)

- Prof. N.R. Deshpande

Through the incessant throbs of 'time', the living structure of
humanity is getting continuously erected. To a speck in the cross
section of this structure-in-continuum, a question gets revealed, viz.,
"What exactly is the blue-print of the Great Architect?' Search for the
answer to this question has engaged the intuitive struggle of
generations. To the few intellectual minds, doubting the very basal
reality, the struggle of generations in the name of God is simply a
chronic inebriety.

To many of us in the present generation the inestimable Reality
is only a matter of intellectual manipulations. But, for the authentic
few the Reality is the boundless spectrum of eternity.

If saints and god-realised persons have come and stayed here,
why are we left back and why is the show of existence still
continuing?-such are the questions with annoying frankness.

These questions and substratum realities do, at times, disturb
the equilibrium of philosophic thinkings and theosophic
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conceptualizations. May be that the humanity is really in the grip of
Hegelian cyclic doctrine of "Thesis, Antithesis and Synthesis".
What, then, may be the "Synthesis" of our present generation? At
times, through such thinking, we have the perfect explanation for the
continued 'imperfection' of humanity. But, then it is like a big lecture
on Force and momentum, which lecture can not be a substitute for a
single litre petrol. Realistic figuration of humanity collected through
the trickling drops of past generations reveals the depths yet to be
fathomed. If the 'synthesis' of realisation by our generation is going
to emerge as the 'thesis' of tomorrow's getting subjected to the
crushing jaws, of the 'antitheses' of the later tomorrows, then, the
Hegelian observation may settle as the epitaph of Humanity.

It is said that human beings, in their barest reality, are thinking
animals. Have we exercised this 'thinking' too liberally, too
abundantly so as to deform and degenerate? Has our boundless
thinking and writing generated a creation of our own, encircling us
now into worst confusions of worded fictions? Struggle to search
answers for these questions inevitably leads us into the
introspection.

All this tidal upsurgence of thoughts may be occurring due to
the frustrated expectations of 'instant' divinisation of the entire
creation.

May be, that this world is just like a railway platform where we
all are waiting for the great departure. May be that saintly 'drivers'
and 'guards' are ready with the train in full readiness. And! may be,
that we are lingering on the platform only, without caring to entertain
the green signalled ready train to divinity.

Should, then, we not stop thinking and written ? for a while, and
close our eyes into deep introspection, If we desire our thoughts to
mature into actions, then, we should.

&

Q)
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III. Articles by Prof. N.R. Deshpande

G P

Prof. N.R. Deshpande's writtings have its
base in spirituality. His expessions are out
of intuitions and words are prompted by

the visions of Shri Gurudev.

- Editor







Remebering Shri. Gurudeo,
The Founder of ACPR Belgaum

- Prof. N. R. Deshpande
Chairman of the Board of
Trustees of the ACPR, Belgaum

The Vaikuntha Chaturdashi on 13th Nov 1997 is the day of
Reminders and Rededication. On this day in the past SNIf
Gurudeo was formally initiated into the Divinity by his great
Sadguru of the divine Shri. Gurulinga jangam Maharaj Sampradaya.

ACPR Belgaum was founded by the Great Spiritual Master,
that is, Shri. Gurudeo. Withering times have brushingly flown away
and the Marble of Shri. Gurudeo's Brindavana is radiating greater
mystic shine, so much so to reflect back mirror-like image of the
Devotee himself Stillness and peace at Brindavana have chanting
spell only to pour into hearts as if one misses himself even for
praying unto Shri. Gurudeo. Blue skies are, as if, embracing the bird
flying in the sky. Emotions dissolve both faith and reason, making
motionlessly still on the eternal laps of Shri. Gurudeo.
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Shri. Gurudeo for the world, was additionally, Dr. R.D. Ranade,
M.A,D.Litt, combining in his personified manifestations, many
uniques and greats. A great scholar, a great genius, a great literary
gaint, a celebrated saint, a great disciple, a great Spiritual Master, a
great Spirituo Social Worker and yet with all this, still, a simple
common-like family man. The whole world was his family. Shri.
Gurudeo is a living history, still flowing in the present only to unfold
the glorious of future.

His externally visible landmarks have by now, become
unforgttable. Celebrities like the Ex President Dr. Rajendra Prasad,
Dr. S Radhakrishnana, Dr. Shankar Dayal Sharma and the like have
been his admirers, disciples, and students. Shri. Gurudeo has been
the Vice-Chancellor of Allahabad University and also the Professor,
Head and Dean of philosophy therein. Britanica Encyclopaedia like
world compilations acknowledge his scholastic authority in the field
of Philosophy and Mysticism. From his world famous book of "The
Constructive survey of Upanishadic Philosophy" unto his
"Bhagavadgita as the Philosophy of God Realisation", Shri.
Gurudeo walked a long literary path, leaving behind his landmark
imprints.

In the eternity of his Godhood, he had motherly awareness of
the transitory world around him throbbing concern for the holistic
welfare of the mankind is naturally impulsive in the hearts of the
saints like Shri. Gurudeo. Diagnostic awareness of Humankind's
future compelled him to conceive the Academy of Comparative
Philosophy and Religion, way back, in 1926 at Pune.

In the growing world with the growing focus on the matter, he
saw the abounding growth of Material Reason, as an unoptional by
product of Humankind's global living. He could foresee the very big
world shrink into a global village with the results of the Material
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Reason, but still living the man and the creation to be the very same.
Man's divine compulsions would still remain the same. Man may
grow more intelligent, but may still be in the frantic search of
wisdom. Man will acquire super-craftsmanship in techniques of
convertibility but still without any creativity. Man will have
tremendous capacity to think but still remaining worried about the
unthinkable things. Diversities making this creation will be cursed
with man-made multiplicities. In man's excessive place with
material reason he would render himself more unnatural. Man's
reason would break open the God's toy of creation only to have
fragmented pieces. Synthesis of God's creation would get subjected
to the Analysis by Man. In the jungles of words, fire of material
reason would have been put by man only to have spreading fire of
material knowledge without any cool of the divine wisdom.
Creation's natural balance would stand imbalanced. Well-knit Inter-
dependence in the natural creation will be imbalanced by the
shrinking them of Independence, giving rise only to isolations
without solitudes. The spider of Material Reason would have
created cobweb like systems in which humanity will get confined to
unbreakable self-imprisonment. Regimenting man-made laws and
self- disciplining Religions would enforce the ritual of Humankind's
living. The beauty of Diversity of the creation would have been
eclipsed by the echoing Material Reason in the multiplicity of the
Humankind. Man's walking feet of faith would totter with the
growing burden of the Material Reason. Living then would be a
business, and life would then be the subject, only, of Business
Management. Eyes without vision, face without smile, and a body
with forgotten soul would then leave back only the machine of a
man. Inorganic knowledge would have eclipsed the organic wisdom.
Artificiality would then replace the Naturality. Man would feel, with
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futility, the pride of his adversely possessing the God's creation.
Man, then, would start handling the God intellectually. The child of
Humanity would then start the scientific analysis of the holistic
motherhood of the God. Religions and Faiths would then get
reduced to the sort of syllabus for graduating into the God.
Everything, then, would be on its way to adulteration. Material
reason would push the humankind to walk on the paths of suicide,
only of material progress. Flowing times will flow and are bound to
spin out evolutions, and those will be spiralling out accumulations
only of Material knowledge. Civilizations and cultures would
evaporate to leave back residues only of a systematic coexistence
where combined wisdom of the Humankind would be no more an
encyclopaedic knowledge of the Material Diversities of the creation.
As a resulting consequence only the wisdom of Unity would have
receded back to obscurity. Democracies of Intellectuals would
blossom the Fruits of systematic Dictators, wherein Philosopher
kings will be forced to search for the bare livelihood. Values would
be valueless and Virtues would become liabilities. Systems of
coexistence would come to be global commercial centres where
money alone could enable the transaction of life. Slogans of equality
would breed the camps of discrimination to group the humanity only
in two groups of rich and poor. Justice will be the playful whim and
pleasures controlled by the rich with the assistance of the Frustrated
intellectuals. Law would be reduced to the systematic tyrany under
the robotic control of the system. Everything would tend to get
institutionalised where rituals alone would prevail, without any
slightest substance. Fragrance would have left flowers only to get
into perfume spray bottles. Beauty would go to reside in
unnaturality. Instincts would have settled into fashions only.
Decorated ritual of the life of Humankind would then be everything

o 146 o<




N.R. Deshpande
%‘6’6\;’

but without a trace of Love, Smile, Joy and Peace. The beautiful
golden cages of Religions and Faiths would then train humanity in
the Flying course without the slightest touch of the Freedom of the
Blue skies. In the pathless global village of the Humankind the
cage-less state in the sky of God would not be even an Utopia. Seed
of Godhood would be fast vanishing into extinction, and then what
could be left for sowing? Intellectual Humankind would
decoratively hang the beautiful paintings of Saints and Mystics in
the glorious mansions of Museums and Archives. Ritual of
Devotion will be orchestrated by the loud chanting of pre-recorded
audio cassets. Intelligent Humankind will be set to hear the God,
while refusing to see Him. Material Reasons would have dried the
Humankind into the polarised camps of Fanatics. Religions would
breed the armies for the wars to be fought amongst the Humankind.
Religions and Faiths would be like the broken pieces of one mirror,
many in numbers, but still reflecting the same image of the same very
God. Unity of God would be possessed by the Humankind in
fragmented pieces of the mirrors of Religions and Faiths. Fragments
will tend to eclipse the Unity. The degeneration of the Diversity
would be at its peak. But then also eclipsed God would not have
vanished. But then also the man made imbalance would not have
wholly wiped out the Naturality. Birds and Animals and the Trees
would have carried the torch of Gods balance of Naturaity, only to
hand over the forgotten fire of naturality, on to the Humankind. At
the apex of the journey of Material Reason, man would have
effortfully forgotten to smile, but not to weep, to laugh but not to cry,
to live but not to die. In God's play of creation, Humankind would
have overplayed with the Material reason. The crisis of 'Imbalance’
and the calamity of 'Un-naturality' would cast a spell of repenting
awareness. The material Reason would not provide any analytical
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solution for the Crisis brewed by itself. In rushing mood the
Humankind would attempt to be introvert, searching for the path of
the return journey to the state of Natural Balance. Humankind's
ritualistic slavery of Religions and Faiths, then, would inflict
reminding pains out of the wounds of material and intellectual
excesses. Then the forgotten will be remembered. The challenges of
undoing, deconditioning would then be the theme of the Thought.
Reason would be addressed for its return to the Holistic balance.
Humankind would then remember that Material Reason and
Spiritual Reason are the two sides of the coin of the same God.

Spiritual Reason is in itself, the knowledge, realisation and the
consequent living of the Unity in the Diversity. Shri.Gurudeo was
aware of the need and importance of the Humankind's continuous
conscious remembrances of the eternal theme of 'Unity' in the
inevitably manifest Diversity making this creation. He knew that
"Polarisations" in the Diversities are humanly natural, as much as its
defeative impacts on Human awareness of the Unity in Diversity.
Unity, always, is the soul of the body of the Diversity. Multiplicity
sustains the Diversity but also throws challenges for the sustained
awareness of the Unity in the Diversity. The challenge has to be met
by the effortful balance produced by the combined wisdom of the
living Humankind by being holistically reasonable. Diversities out
of Religions and Faiths would be fruitfully manageable only if the
reason of the unity controls the Humankind's living in the
Diversities. Then only the transistory 'Living' of human beings could
be happy and peaceful. Civilizations and culture nursed the
Humankind to grow and live into societies. Regimenting laws and
disciplining Religions have been continuing evidences of self
teaching process for the wisdom of awareness of Unity.
Forgetfulness of the Unity, leaves for the Humankind only the chaos
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ofthe Diversities, wherein the world becomes a place where a crowd
of individual men come to live. Then conflict is the impulse, and
peace and happiness is the casualty. Nature has addressed
Interdependence unoptionally and wisdom lies in knowing this for
making the truthful best of the Individual Independence. Impulses
arising out of polarisation have to be continuously diffused by the
ever continuing reminders of the Truth of Unity. Awareness of such
Unity then brings the Unknown God into the forms of Tolerance,
Knowing of the ultimate essentiality in the Unity, Love for others,
and an emerging Independence through the surrounding
Interdependence. Then conflicts in the crowd get soothed into
cooperative mutuality in the society. Then the polarisation becomes
a pleasant decentralisation of God's manifestation, without the
slightest degeneration. Living is as much a continuous process so
much the cleaning has to be the continuous. The theme and wisdom
of Cnity can never be a new theme, but as much it is ever existing so
much it is ever vanishing from the visual screen of the mind. For
such a mind, re-minding is necessary. Thus, remainders of the Unity
have to keep pace with forgetfulness of the Unity. Rituals and
Dogmas of Religions and Faiths tend with times to over polarise and
eclipse the very substratum of Unity on which they stand. Pilgrims to
salvation themselves happen to breed the retarding pulls back to
slavery. We have to be slaves of the wisdom of Unity so that we may
be truly free in the Diversity.

Chanting of this Unity- Mantra is a mental and intellectual
process. Through the channels of cognition, recognition,
comprehension, rationalisation, realisation, appreciation the same
must rise to the stabilised intuitions, when only, the Diversity will be
inanatural accord with Unity.
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Shri. Gurudeo had a clear vision of these things. Growing
polarisations must be accompanied by growing volumn of the
process of Comparative insights and address sustainingly holding
the everknown sould and theme of the Unity in the Diversity. In the
world of diversities next to the unknown God, Reason only is the
non-religious, non-ritualistic receptor and announcer of the Unity.
Reason radiates rationality, in the light only for which, Unity is
cognitive and perceptible. Reason is the manifest God, and Faith is
the pathway to God. Duality of Reason and Faith is the keynote
secret of the Diversity meant only for sustaining Unity. With the
walking feet of Faith and with the visions of Reasons from far
looking eyes, comes out the pilgrimage of the life of Humankind.

Shri. Gurudeo, hence did not stop only, with the founding of
Nimbal Ashram, where he lived God and now let his disciples
pursue to live Godhood, but very effortfully and intentionally
conceived the Academy of Comparative Philosophy and Religion,
way back in 1924 at Pune. In 1952, Shri. Gurudeo's Academy's
headquarter premises came to be established in Belgaum.

The Academy of Comparative Philosophy and Religion,
Belgaum evinces the Universality of Shri. Gurudeo's spiritual
motherhood. His vision rose much high and above his spirititual
concern for his family of his Spiritual disciples. Without abondoning
them, he did not confine himself to them. His call for 'Rational
Mysticism' was much ahead of the times, only for the futures to
come. He did not command only for Individual salvation but for the
Individual Salvation which is collateral with the Divinisation of the
whole world. He awakened the world from the gross of the spiritual
Utopia of salvation to the realistic living of the Godhood in the
routine life in the world. Salvation cannot be a glorious death of
someone, but it is a glorious Life in continuum. On the Rosary of
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Reason he meditated the name of the Unity for the whole Diversity
to project the manifest God.

In the form of the Academy of Comparative Philosophy and
Religion at Belgaum he commissioned a center of Divine Solar
Energy, only to become Humankind's future station for refuelling
themselves with the spiritual energy. In it a global centre for
charging the Reason of the Humankind to be powerful enough to
sight the path and to walk on the Feet of Faith unhindered.

ACPR, Belgaum is Shri. Gurudeo's gift of Spiritual love and is
the heritage of the entire Humankind. In the Polarising diversities of
this World, it is a centre for Depolarisation. In the world abounding
with Faiths this is a centre for Spiritual Reason. This is a centre for
training and inspiring men to be First men before they aspire to be
Gods. This is a spiritual kindergarten of the present, immensely
intellectual, humanity. This is a centre for reminders meant for
growingly forgetful humanity. It is a centre to remind that very big
and beautiful, golden cages of Religions and Faiths can teach flying,
but cannot confer Freedom in the blue skies. Freedom of Soul is in
the sky of God only and it is a cageless state. We have to walk
through the path of Religions and Faith only for transcending out of
it. Reason has to be grown to the heights of Spiritualities. Through
the nursing by the Faith, the Reason should deliver the wisdom.
Wisdom should reveal, then, the Unity of God.

The process of life is ongoing. The incoming generations are in
their Infancies growing onto their adulthood of Humankind. The
present has to foster spiritual security of the incoming generations.
Humankind has to learn as well as teach.

Centres for Spiritual Faith are abounding and multiplying.
Centres for spiritual Reason, like the ACPR, Belgaum are still not
fondly attended. Reason is over engaged on the material fronts by
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the Humankind, so much so to feel the imaginery noncompatibility
of the Reason with anything Spiritual. Hence, Humanity now is
intelligent but still worried; is powerful but still frightened; is
knowledgibly comprehensive but still without intuitive
sprightfulness; is having everything but still with a sense of having
nothing.

Let the World know its rightful Heritage in the ACPR,
Belgaum; and let the disciples of Shri. Gurudeo consicously
remember the Heritage of the world in the ACPR, Belgaum, gifted to
the world by the incarnate God, who happens to be theirs Shri.
Gurudeo. Let not limiting walls of the Sampradayik Faith be built by
Shri. Gurudeo's disciples around the mansion of ACPR which was so
consciously gifted by Shri. Gurudeo himself to the Humankind at
large. Let Shri. Gurudeo's disciples not cherish to shrink the skies
which Shri. Gurudeo opened to all the birds of creation. Shri.
Gurudeo's disciples can be servants of ACPR and cannot be anything
more. Spiritual ancestry of Shri. Gurudeo in the forai of the ACPR,
belongs to the Donees of Shri. Gurudeo's choice and not to the heirs
of Shri. Gurudeo's spiritual family of Disciples only.

Everliving Shri. Gurudeo will enforce to prevail the dream
of ACPR, Belgaum.

Q)
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About our Mind and Heart
in ACPR

Shri. Prof. N.R. Deshpande
Ex-Chairman, ACPR, Belgaum

We all are striving in the service of the mission of this
great global institution in the sense of its missionary
fabric and universality of its soulful concern for the true, holistic
welfare of the entire humankind.

We have to travel, in the mission of a voyage, with a prayer that
God makes ita pilgrimage, so as to fulfil our roles of partnership with
God, in his creation.

We need not be populist in our approach, but all the same we
need not habit ourselves to comfort in the towers of seclusion with
the excuse of rational intellectuality supposed to force this vertically
of ouractions, devoid of any utility.

God's creation is essentially a beautiful correlation and
homogenous mixing of contradictories, only, to confer the happiness
on the inmates of his creation.
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We have to remember that our institution, is unusual in the sense
of its being divinely large and open, as if a wallless and roofless
mansion. No specific religion, faith, cult, sampraday is supposed to
be the centre of its radiation. From the hard divided camps of
humanity, it is apparently difficult to muster and recruit the
allegiance, affiliation of persons and institution.

Intellectuals have been historically daring. But all the
intellectuals may not be having direction for their struggle.
Individual glorification, name, fame and royalties may be the sad
end of the directionless intellectual pursuits. Intellectuals need to be
a mystic, in the sense of having a direction. For his intellectualism,
which does not, in any way, mean that he need be a saint, a swamy, a
religious man with overt external exhibits of his religiosity.
Godward awareness and orientation in his pursuits is enough to
confer the requisite 'mystic' character, so as to avoid the ultimate
fatality of his intellectual living.

ACPR is a global gallery where eternity will keep on
whispering. ACPR is an all millenium venue for the meetings of
'intellectual lot' amongst the God's children. God has been always
knowing, smiling and then crying for the intellectuals he created. He
smiles because, they are his better and best manifest expressions,
and he cries because they are the only lot who make the life of the
majority of the creation, miserable through their sustained support
for the systemic tyranny and exploitation. Intellectuals are said to be
a double edged weapon. Selfish edge cuts everything, even good and
noble, with their dreaded power of derecognising anything. The
noble, mystic edge instills creativity, pushing man's evolution to the
ends of Good hood.

The whole creation of the present stage is aloud with a
confession of some biting crisis. Cries of Humanity are aloud in the
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raging Forest Fire in the creation. It is all known to us. The ideal is
known, and"also the current unmanageable rot of coexistence is also
known. We have got Tistaved, exploited by the systemic
institutionalisations of our own makings. Drivers of the omnibus of
the system are intellectuals only. Everything is known, even to the
intellectuals, but the chronic momentum of the system admixed with
the intellectuals personal selfishness and helplessness has rendered
the intellectuals to be the consciously blind supporters of the
systemic tyranny. Ruthless systemic kings are, and have been, Few
only, but the polity and beaurocratic support sustaining those Few,
has always been from the abounding mass of intellectuals.
Intellectuals can not themselves dare ruthlessness and exploitation.
But the lure for lingering in the corridors of power makes them to
support and ratify the '‘powerful few' wielding the weapon of the
system.

In the whole process 'awareness' of one's wrong doing obscures.
Then one learns to forgive himself through forgetfulness. Hypocrisy
advents, but the Law of nature can not be withheld from its assertion.

The awareness and remembrance of these prevailing normative
realities has to be there with us.

The Divine Foresight of the mankind's futuristic problems
prompted Shri. Gurudeo to implant the manifestation of the
Institution of ACPR. Innocent volume and mass of mankind need
be protected from the systematised suffocation's and agonies. Out of
multiple Factors which contribute to this crisis, one of the prime and
key factors relates to the much belated realistic renaissance in the
intellectuals interfacing with the systemic totallity, with the
emphasis on their possible role. Truth need be First spoken where
after it may prevail.
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On this perspective, ACPR was envisioned to be Humankinds.
School for a continuous, learning, training of the intellectuals,
eventually going to be positioned as leaders, spokesmen or
managers in the global set up of human coexistence. For the
remaining masses ACPR has to be a Temple of knowledge to instill
awareness of unity of God in the known diversities of Creation ;
diversities in Thoughts, Religions, Faiths, Cultures, Civilisations,
philosophies, Societies, Polities and what not.

Mystic reflections unmistakably point to the Unity which is a
wondrous vibration in the Creational Continuum with in the
diversities. At present, we have greater need for realisation that Eyes
of Rationality have to have Ears of Mysticism, so that we as
Humanity is neither blind nor dumb. Departmentalised' heights in
knowledge have offered fragmented excellences, without any way
helping us to reduce globally growing per capita poverty of Holistic
Welfare. Felicitative achievements are not able to soothe us out of
the crisis. A thought and a blue print is required for actions.
Contemplation's, deliberations, Formulations and resolutions have
to precede such thoughts capable of leading to actions, results.

All this has grown to the peaks of Human Reckoning.
Diagnostic perfections are over crowding without the trace of
curative prescriptions. Our awareness of such a situation is
singularly our eligibility for praxis. Our resolve and dedication is our
power. For learning the art of undoing the excesses, we have to be
back to the Natures School housed in the premises of the Institution
of ACPR.

Global institutions and intellectuals need be invoked to affiliate
to, and, own this, Institutions. Essays, seminars and Researches
could only be means and not the ends in the mission of this
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Institution. Delivery of the Goods of Holistic Welfare to commonest
of'the men shall be the destination of the mission.

In the prevailing power structure of Policy and knowledge, the
task of the Institution is not easy. Pockets and Divided Camps of
humanity will not easily understand the solace in the Freedom of
Campless Unity. Religions will not easily vanish, nor the
sovereignty barriers dividing the earth into artificial nations. God's
diversity has the beauty of unity, while man made camps and
division have their anti natural strains. Religions may vanish if
Philosophies dawn to assert; Philosophies may vanish if Mysticism
dawns to assert; and Holistic Welfare of entire humankind may dawn
if God asserts the mission of ACPR.

Mortals we are, but the mission and the Institution is immortal.

Our personal glory shall be in the form of a particle of sands on
which the superstructure of Gods transitory creation shall be
eternally standing with God's joy of Humanities Welfare.

Letus begin to work.

60)
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For Intellectual Warming Up
of Acpr's Active Associates Lecture on
Perceptions and Meaning of Philosophy

(Late) Shri. Prof. N.R. Deshpande
Ex-Chairman, ACPR, Belgaum

orld of our present times is overcrowding with

knowledge, little of which we know and more of which
we are conscious of being definitely ignorant. God continues to be
there, but religions are growing weak with their ritualism,
diversities, conflicts and also their material antithesis. Following
any Religion, now is either an effort of some 'comprehensive
insurance' for the unknown risks & pain in life, or is a sort of socio-
politic money oriented activity, as if like starting an Insurance
Company itself.

Collectively we have organised ourselves. We have
Constitutions, Socio-Politic Systems, Laws, Plans, Opportunities,
Liberties & Freedoms and also our uncared lot. National,
International, Global & even cosmic vision is now known to us.
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But all is not well. We feel without any apparent reason, that the
things are going from Bad to Worst.

Gurudev Dr. R. D. Ranade, was a divine visionary and having
anticipated the future problems of Humankind, he rose to provide
the foundation and forum of this great institution of ACPR for the
Collective thinking and solutions for problems of grown up
Humankind of the future.

We are going to acquaint about all the aspects and also learn
how as ACPR volunteers/ ambassadors we can deliver peace and
happiness, back to Humankind..

Today, let us advert to the perception and Meaning of
'Philosophy'. Then we will have no 'intellectual fear' about the
'abstract invisibles' of Philosophy. Remember, we are taking stock of
'Past' i.e. till-today, but still vital Future is ahead of us. God, only, has
been in the Past, is in the Present, and will be there in the Future,
without getting trapped in any Philosophy or Religion. Timeless
God has brought out evolutions in Knowledge, hence, civilizations,
Religions, Philosophies, Sciences have come up & will be coming
up.

Historically we note that philosophy has been a sort of
emerging extract from some 'Civilization' 'Culture', 'Religion’ etc.

a) Philosophy is Critical Wisdom about both the ultimate Reality
and the World Plato

b) Philosophy te Religious World view Plotinus

¢) Philosophy is Systemic Knowledge indistinguishable from
science.... Aristotle

d) Philosophy is method of examining language which resolve
Metaphysical Problems.... Wittgenstein

And soon.
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Philosophy is an Area of Human experience with traditional
'world view1 focussing on myths of origin and accounts of Human
Nature. Regional Culture in modern times and National Identities
also have contributive influence on Philosophy. Hence only, broadly
from the past we have three dominant channels of Philosophies 1)
Indian Philosophy 2) Chinese Philosophy and 3) Western
Philosophy.

To Philosophise is instinctive, and thus it points only to
"Speculative and Critical" thinking. Nature and worth of Philosophy
isa'philosophical problem'.

Philosophy is as if some 'History of Human Intellectualism'.
Global consensus and unanimity on Philosophy has never been there
and probably may never be there. Global consensus and Unanimity
onunknown God has been fairly there, always and forever.

Walking over sands of Times, Human Races tracked on
Civilizations, unfolded thoughts, systems and so on. While knowing
about Philosophy', We Indians have to remember that 'our present
human dignity' is not solely dependent on our past ancestral
Philosophic Gloryl.

We did have the best and the richest Vedic comprehension and
Philosophy, Vedas were not man-made. Vedas did not provide a
fragmented wisdom but an all-time Holistic wisdom. Now, also, we
do have the Vedas but we do not know what they mean. Hence we
chant them, worship them but can not know them. Founder of ACPR
Gurudeo Dr. R. D. Ranade is even now globally remembered for his
masterly work named as 'Constructive Survey of upanishadic
Philosophy’, but still greater thing about him was that he was an
acknowledged master in-Western and other world Philosophies. As
a mystic saint he knew 'meanings' of the 'words' through which he
spoke philosophy. ACPR is heritage to the world.
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Idea of Philosophy stresses on the practical Wisdom by the
reflective, Introvert sages. Chinese example finds emphasis on
Ethical, Political problems, along with the Problems of Nature in
relation to man & Heaven. Indian example emphasises on
Theoretical speculations also with a bias for salvation concept.
Philosophy and Religion are more intermixed in Indian example.
They are sagely, spiritual, Technical and also Epistemological.

For knowing perception of 'Philosophy' let us advert to the
reference of the popular meaning of the word 'Philosopher’.

From one view, you will find 'Philosopher' to be a sage, with
Charismatic or mystical wisdom. From another view, Philosopher is
a Dialectician, clever at arguments, for example Sophist in Ancient
Greece where in 'philosophical approach of the person' was under
highlight.

Reasoning Power is the main criteria in this angle. Dialectical
school of the Chinese context is an example where Logic and the
relation of names to reality were dominating.

Philosopher as a Spiritual Analyst is also the important view. As
an Analytical thinker, he gives out Layout plan of Religion and the
related concepts. Shri Adishankaracharya of Hindu Religion ; St.
Thomas Aquinas of Roman Catholics; Nagarjun of Buddhist
Religion are thus the Philosophers in this sense.

One who reasons about God is broadly called Theologian.
Whether, Theologian is a Philosopher ? Buddha has been one of the
greatest Spiritual Analyst, but Buddhism does not emphasise any God.
So, Buddha cannot be called, in this sense, a Theologian. Marxist like
Ideologies reject Theology. Let us, better, hold Philosophers to be
'Spiritual Analysts' and not go by the criteria of Theology.

Philosopher is also understood in the sense of a super scientist.
In the modern times they are called as 'speculative cosmologists'.
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For example, Yin Yang Theorist in china, Atomist (kanad) in India
and Greece.

In modern times, Aristotle launched the emphasis on a
Philosopher being first a 'Thinker] whose main task is to 'synthesise
All knowledge'. Aristotle's vision slowly gave way to the
development of 'social sciences'. Seminal figures like Mary, Popper
etc. initiated theories which deal with Human Life as well Natural
Sciences.

Philosopher as a Metaphysician is also one view.
Metaphysician gives picture of ultimate Realities, which are
apparently beyond the scope of social or Natural sciences. He is like
a mystery-unfolder. For example Taoists in china, Hegel, Heidegger
of modern west may be called Metaphysicians.

Philosopher, in one view, is expected to be skeptic. Absolute
skepticism sustains only silence. Examples are Hindu Munis
keeping absolute Maun. Crotalus in Greece is one example.
Skeptics, are Realists in the sense that they ask whether we like play
with sensitising 'words' only without any clarity about 'things'
pointed by those words.

Words are not Things and we must be concerned with Things'
and not 'words'. In this sense only 'Philosopher’ is a 'Questioner'.
Socrates was a very great philosopher, because he was a great
questioner. Now we call them 'Critics'. This category of
Philosophers have been revolutionary writers like Tolstoy, Lutlsun,
Proudhon, Kropotkin, Poet Lorca, Lucretius, Most notable is
Nietzsche who challenged The Western traditional track of thinking.

Inyet closer modern times, Universities are abounding and with
that the category of 'Professional Philosophers' has come in.
Academic familiarity with logical clarity makes them a sort of a
category. 'Linguistic Analysts' [deology' marks a distinction in them.
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They are 'modern empiricist' consciously committed to a scientific
world view through Philosophy. Reason is dominant factor with
them. A sort of psychological uncertainty seems to dampen the
creative potentiality of this category. Working hours and covering
environments do not allow the full scope.

Modern Philosopher has to be Mathematical, Rational, Logical,
Psychological, Ideological, Intellectual and also should be Secular
& Global in his views. Humankind's welfare is the new God and
Human Rights Awareness is the new global religion. The older
examples may be Plato, Sicily, Aristotle etc. Modern ones may be
Ortega, Dewey, Bertrand Russell, Sartre, Croce, Radhakrishnan,
Popper, Lukaes and above all the supreme most Gurudeo Dr. R. D.
Ranade, the founder of ACPR, Belgaum.

Dear friends,

'Having' philosophy of Life is different from 'propounding' it.
Jesus was not a philosopher though he had more than great
philosophy of Life. With reference to Jesus, Paul, Cyril, Augustine
etc were the Philosophers. Rama was not a philosopher, but Krishna
& Buddha were Philosophers. Darwin, Jurgenev, Murasaki, Shikibu
have not been Philosophers but were creative ripples of Divinity.
Analytical Discourse with a world view makes a thinker to be a
Philosopher Philosophizing is a methodology.

Philosophers are contributive products of this Philosophizing
methodology. Indian version of Philosophy is Darshan and not only
Tatvajnana.

Philosophy has to be a Secular, cross-cultural, Humanitarian
world view of anything and everything. Analysis is its path way, but
synthesis is its goal.
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Intellectual Diversities of Plural world have a confluence
(sangam) in the Philosophy.

Human body gets support from rituals of religion, while Human
soul gets support from the Philosophy of Religion.

Remember, Philosophy is not the only activity of Life.
Professional Enterprise of Philosophy may be futile and also counter
productive.

Man has Reason and Faith also. Philosophy cares and trains
Reason, only with a hope that Faith strengthens.

Humanities Faith will be grown from the radiating Reasons of
Unity ushering from your ACPR founded by Shri Gurudeo.

©9
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The Event of Prayer

Late Prof. N. R. Deshpande,
Ex-Chairman, AC PR, Belagavi.
Compiled by

-Adv. Maruti B. Zirali,

Hon. Secretary ACPR

Prayer is not one's act but it is an Event occurring on him.
Every event of prayer is an unprecedented non repeat.

Craving for solace takes one to the solitude. Treading on the
paths of trans-rational ponderings, one, unknowingly, creeps into the
obscurities which trigger the supra-physical state of a full-free mind.
Emotions manifest and prevail, giving timeless spells of life. Such
emotions have their inbuilt strength to manifest the freedom of the
Soul. Galloping diversities of the mind converge to manifest the
spell and the event of a prayer. In prayers, the grown up child in the
one, sense the solace and swings to sleep into an unknown all
forgetfulness, in the laps of the ever craved Motherhood. In a
zooming fraction of a moment one rides off one's awakenedness.
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Why so? Enslaved in the open prison of the Creation, the child
in the one is nursed and grown by the freedom only, solely to make it
know its slavery, so as only, to strive back to Freedom and Freedom
alone. Life is the slavery in the process of knowing and also the
freedom in the process of making. Growth of the one is the inevitable
incessant delivered to him by the Creation. Burden of growth
fatigues the one growingly, tiring him to the brink of rushing into
some sleep of Solace. Varieties of Diversities keep on chiseling and
hence disintegrating. Incessant growth of the one is, thus, ever
accompanied by the growing disintegration also. Riding on the
reason, the ocean of Rationality is crossed, only to get into the trans-
rational Voids much still, in the very wall-less Prison; without even a
foggy sight of the shore of the freedom.

The obscurities pervade, and the sufferings survive. Slavery
intensifies with strengthlessness. Remembrance of Slavery even is
drowned by the intensity of the sufferings but the craved freedom,
still, is not drowning. Walking continues but the mission vanishes.
Manhood dries up, but Godhood does not arrive. Urge to utter does
not die, but meanings would have already swallowed the words.
Thinking gets extinguished and the void looms around the child in
the one.

Then! is the natural movement of the Prayer. The event of the
Prayer dawns for the Actless child in the one.

Even, just before the prayer, the creation keeps on delivering
itself at the Counters of the Individual consciousness, yet, when it is
orphaned into a solitary confinement, and still much away from the
Divine Solitude. God in the every atom is still light years far away
from the one. The forgotten Riddle does not forget the one, but
pierces to bleed the consciousness.
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Then! prayer prayerfully triggers the critical point, releasing
the power to undo the face of the God ratifying and sustaining the
slavery, and ! to free the God from his self-enslaving creation. Thus
the intense pains on the far off lonely shores lead to the event of the
prayer. The prayer that manifest the absolute eternal power.

Every prayer tranquillises the One. Integrated emergence gets
self composed uncovering the absolute power. A tiny mirror, then,
mirrors in the big mirror. Tiny mirror, seeing the big mirror gets its
genetic self confirmation. Genetic identically stands experienced.
Infinite images of Each into the Other, make the Other face of the
God visible, first ever. Timelessness is the unnoticeable
consequence fading away with the consciousness.

Solutions are not there but the Riddle vanishes. Power, then, is
not there, but the absolute freedom arrives to prevail.

Itis the Event of the Prayer, the Event of the Eternal.

&

O
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Poems written by Prof. N.R. Deshpande
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- Prof. N. R. Deshpande
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"The absolute is formless, but energy is female. When energy
takes form, it is called Mother, mother is moving power, disturbing
in to waves the Water-Calm of the Absolute" Vivekananda. The
formless infinite becomes finite in diversified creation due to i<k

(Kinetic Power) "Power Holder is f¥/&. There is no /@ without 1ft.

In themselves they are one. They are each Being, Consciousness and
Bliss" - Arthur Asalon.
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In the thousand petalled lotus, ¥8&TT you

Sport with your Lord in secret, having traversed
Entire path of $&fet1; viz, The element

Of Earth in &9 ; Water in HOTqT;
Fire in T8 ; in 3MT&dT;
Ether above it in o3¢ and The Mind

in 37T between the eyebrows.
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Oh Supreme Power, Your angles of
abode become 44 with 4 who is of
auspiciousness, 5 different wheels of
power, nine basic roots of nature,
and encircling lines encasing 8

and 16 petals. (51=IshT description)
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V. Photographs

Memories are longer than the roads
stretched ahead. Things end but memories
last for ever and that memories become

treasure. .

- Jnapaka chitrashale of

DVG, wikipedia comment
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Prof. N.R. Deshpande on Education tour to japan in the Year 1970.
The tour was sponsored by Govt. of Karnataka for first rank holder
in Law Degree

Prof. N.R. Deshpande Family Photo : Sitting Left to Right Smt. Savita N.
Deshpande (Wife), Smt. Kusum S. Deshpande (Mother), Shri Shyamrao N.
Deshpande (Father), Smt. Sulabha G. Pote (Sister), Smt. Rama N. Inamdar (Sister)
Standing Left to Right : Prof. N.R. Deshpande, Shri Vivek N. Deshpande (Son),
Shri Girish Pote (Son of Sulabha Pote), Shri Madhav Deshpande (Son),

Shri Nanasaheb Pote(Br-in-Law), Shri Neelakanth G. Inamdar (Br-in-Law)
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A Group Photo with Shri Gurudev Dr. R.D. Ranade (sitting in the middle of the
back line) with Dadasaheb Deshpande (Father), Master N.R. Deshpande,
Master N.S. Deshpande with other devotees at Allahabad.

Prof. N.R. Deshpande, Smt. Savita Deshpande,
Sons Master Madhav (in the middle Elder son) and Master Vivek
(on the lap of mother)
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Prof. N.R. Deshpande, Dr. Induprakash Singh Ambassador to Spain and
M.B. Zirali, Adv. Secretary ACPR, at Gurudev Ranade Mandir, Hindwadi,
Belgaum.

k\lh\“'

Prof. N.R. Deshpande with grand children ;
Raghunath, Chinmay and Vaishnavi
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Board of trustees with Dr. I.P. Singh. Sitting ; L to R. Shri P.D. Dharwadkar, Prof.
N.R. Deshpande, Chairman, Prof. N.S. Deshpande, Smt. Prabhatai W. Potdar
Standing ; L to R. Shri Vasantrao Deshpande, Adv. M.B. Zirali, Secretary,
Shri Ashok Potdar, Shri Shrikrishna Kelkar Joint Secretary,

Shri. K.R. Kulkarni, Shri J.M. Kulkarni

Prof. N.R. Deshpande with Hon. Justice Patri Basavangouda, H.C. of
Karnataka, Shri Ashok Potdar, Hon. Justice S. Ravindran, S.C. of India,
Justice H.G. Ramesh H.C. of Karnataka, Adv. M.B. Zirali Secretary ACPR
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During the visit of Hon. Prime Minister of India Shri H.D. Devegouda to ACPR.
L ro R. Shri Umesh Katti PWD minister Karnataka and Prof. N.R. Deshpande.
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During the visit of Hon. Chief Minister of Karnataka Shri B.S. Yadiyurappa
to ACPR Library at Shri Gurudev Ranade Mandir, Belagavi.

L to R. Shri Suresh Angadi M.P, Prof. N.R. Deshpande, Adv. Ashok Potdar,

Vioce chairman, Shri Ashok Saraf Chairman and Adv. M.B. Zirali Secretary
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Last click
Two minutes before the demise of Prof. N.R. Deshpande
at Shri Gurudev Ranade Mandir on 30th Nov. 2002.
Prof. Deshpande breathed his last while he was rendering his services to ACPR
at the feet of his master.
Prof. N.R. Deshpande's mind, body and soul were devoted to his Guru
Shri Gurudev Ranade and his last photo is a fond memory for us to cherish the
ideals of Prof. N.R. Deshpande.

L to R. Hon. Shobha Karandlaje MP, Shri Shankargouda Patil, Prof. N.R. Deshpande,
Hon. Shri B.S. Yadiyurappa, Hon. Shri Suresh Angadi MP, Adv. Maruti B. Zirali
Secretary ACPR at the study circle meeting at ACPR Auditorium, Hindwadi, Belagavi
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About the Founder of ACPR Belagavi

Prof. R. D. Ranade, M.A., D.Litt., one of the
greatest saints of modern India, was also a world-
renowned mystic-philosopher. He was affectionately
addressed as “Shri Gurudev” by his disciples and
followers. He was Professor and Head of the Department
of Philosophy of Allahabad University (U.P.); later
promoted to the Dean of the Faculty of Arts and
eventually retired as the Vice-Chancellor.

\

Dr. Ranade was an intellectual colossus and a
prolific writer with several great monumental
philosophical works to his credit. 'A Constructive Survey
of Upanishadic Philosophy', ‘History of Indian Philosophy- The Creative Period’,
‘Mysticism in Maharashtra’, "The Pathway to God in Hindi Literature’, ‘The
Conception of Spiritual life in Mahatma Gandhi and Hindi Saints’, ‘The
Bhagavad-Gita as a Philosophy of God-realization’, ‘The Pathway to God in
Kannada Literature’ and "Vedanta; The Culmination of Indian Thought', are some
ofthe gems which have been acclaimed worldwide.

Dr. Ranade had a vision to help mankind achieve holistic welfare through
sustained awareness of Spiritual Unity in varieties of diversity. He advocated for
“One God, One World, One Religion”. He established his home and Ashram in
Nimbal, a small village in Karnataka in 1922. Nimbal continues to be a center of
meditation and his spiritual teachings for those who believe in his vision of One
God. He conceived and laid foundation of Academy of Comparative Philosophy &
Religion (ACPR) in 1924 at Pune and his relentless efforts consummated in 1952
in today’s ACPR, headquartered in Hindwadi, Belagavi, India. As a befitting
tribute to the great founder and his vision in ACPR, the then President of India, a
renowned philosopher himself, Dr. S. Radhakrishnan took pride in volunteering to
inaugurate the ACPR building at Belagavi in 1965.

ACPR is his immortal heritage to the world at large. It is a global gallery
where eternity will keep on whispering. It is a historical, philosophical and
spiritual place for every individual irrespective of their caste, creed and religion.
It’s branches across the globe are passing on teachings and messages of Dr. Ranade
to people of all faith. Personalities from the fields of Philosophy, Spirituality and
Politics have paid visit and have been blessed with inspiration, peace and
prosperity in their lives. His messages to the world reverberate in the quarterly
English journal, “Pathway to God”, published by ACPR.
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