
SÁMEGIEL BÁIKENAMAT WIKIDATAS

SÁMI PLACENAMES ON WIKIDATA

Celtic Knot Conference 2020
                                   Jon Harald Søby

                                                                                   jhsoby@wikimedia.no

Lákkojohka Gáŋgaviikkas. Photo: Reinhold Möller, CC-by-SA 4.0



Project overview
Phase 1: Items

● Export placenames from SSR (Sentralt 

stedsnavnsregister)

● Process data to get only what we need

● Reconcile data

● Upload new data to Wikidata

Phase 2: Lexemes

● Extract all names

● Get conjugations from Giellatekno 

(University of Tromsø)

● Upload as lexemes

● Link items ↔ lexemes



Placenames in SSR
LANGUAGE NO. OF PLACES

se Northern Sámi 22,574

sma Southern Sámi 1,457

smj Lule Sámi 1,247

sms Skolt Sámi 9

fkv Kven 2,000

no Norwegian 6,482

● 27963 places with a name in at least one Sámi language (or Kven)



Official status

Language

Name

Coordinates
(EPSG 25833 format, must be 
converted to WGS 84 format)



● Reconcile the placenames with Wikidata

● Chosen over Mix'n'Match because in Mix'n'Match 

you can only have one label; we need support for 

six

● Majority of the places are already in Wikidata, so 

there is a lot to reconcile



SSR (2009) GeoNames cebwiki Wikidata

SSR (2020)

What's already in Wikidata?



Lexemes
● Still on the planning stage

● Cooperation with Giellatekno, UiT

● Necessary if you want to use the names programmatically



Cases in Northern Sámi
CASE Q1825 (no: Karasjok) Q6459 (no: Kautokeino)

NOM Kárášjohka Guovdageaidnu

GEN Kárášjoga Guovdageainnu

ACC Kárášjoga Guovdageainnu

ILL Kárášjohkii Guovdageaidnui

LOC Kárášjogas Guovdageainnus

COM Kárášjogain Guovdageainnuin



Ollu giitu!
Takk!

Go raibh maith agaibh!
Thanks!



TAKK


