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DEATH OF A CUSTOMS OFFICER.

Rao Bahadur Harischandra Krishna Joshi, J. P.,
died at his residence in Kalbadevi Road, Bombay,
on Thursday afternoon, at the age of 81. He was a
Brahmin gentleman, whose ancestor, Krishna Joshi,
came to Bombay in the year 1690, from Kelva-
Mahim, in the Thana District. Krishna Joshi was
one of the earliest settlers in Bombay, his contempo-
raries being the well-known Parsee Shettia, Mr.
Lowjee Nassarwanjee Wadia, and the rich Rubjee
Dhanjee Modi, who laid the foundation of the influ-
ential Bombay Kapol Bania family, which subsequ-
ently gave to the community its leaders. Krishna
Joshi’s grandson was Har Joshi, and Har Joshi's
grandson was the deceased, who was born in 1823,
Educated in an English Missionary School, he entered
Government service in 1851, as a clerk in the customs,
on a salary of Rs. 20 per month, from which, by dint
of honesty and hard work, he rose to be Second
Appraiser on Rs. 5002 month, in 1876. In 1882,
after a service of 31 years, he retired on full pension.
Twelve years later, on the imposition of Import
Duties in 1894, he, appeared again in his old scene
of action at the call of Government, for his services
were required, as was remarked in these columns at
the time, not only in the interests of revenue, but by
way of consulting the convenience of the mercantile
community, who would have been put to serious
trouble and inconvenience, were the complicated
questions of levying duties left toless experienced

ficers. Including the pension, his salary was espe-
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cially fixed at Rs. 750. He finally retired on 1st Janu-
ary 1897. Government officers of high position have
testified to his excellent services; among these are,
Mr. W. R. Pratt, I. C. S., Sir Andrew Wingate, Sir
James Campbell, the Hon. Mr. W. W. Loch, the
Hon. Dr. J. Pollen and Mr. R. M. Kennedy, 1L, € S
all of whom had to do with customs revenue, either
as Collectors or Commissioners. On his first retire-
ment in 1882, he was awarded one year's full pay,
Rs. 6000 ; in 1896, he was Gazetted a Justice of the
Peace for the city of Bombay. In 1897, on the occa-
sion of the Queen Empress’ Diamond Jubilee, a certi-
ficate of Honor signed by the then Governor of
Bombay, Lord Sandhurst, was presented to him in

the name of the Queen Empress, and by command of
his Excellency the Viceroy and Governor-General,

in recognition of his eminent official services €x-
tending over a period of 46 years. In January 1900,
the title of “Rao Bahadur” was conferred on him as
personal distinction. Irrespective of caste or creed,
he treated sufferers and patientsin a charitable
dispensary he had opened, and by means of which
he was the means of benefitting ‘hundreds of his
fellow.creatures by practising his family profession of
medicine, according to the principles of that science
as inculcated in the sacred Hindoo Shastras. For
45 years he continued in this practice, giving medi-
s free of charge; and it is estimated that in
this he must have spentabout Rs.45000. Simple
in his' habits, he was moderate, upright, of a re-
markably placid temper, and very religious. To
perpetuate the memory of his parents, he built at
TR Jraa1d [
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Dadar premises for the use of Hindoos on festive
and auspicious occasions at a ¢cost of about
Rs. 18000. Dharamsalas in Bombay and in Kelwa-
Mahim were also built by him for tl?e Purpose of
facilitating the performance of CEIEMONIES concerning
funeral rites. He also established two schoels for the
study of Sanskrit, one at Chinchani and another
at Kelwa-Mahim, both of which places are situated in
the Thana District. He leaves a widow and four sons
to mourn his loss. His funeral was largerly attended.
Times of India, Fanuary 6, 1906.

& B £ £ & S
A DEPARTED GOOD MAN.

With regard to the death of Rao Bhadur Haris-
chandra Joshi, a correspondent favours us with the
following information:—Rao Bahadur Harischandra
Krishna Joshi's family is very ancient, respectable, and
renowned in the medical profession for generations.
Mr. Krishna Joshi was the first person of his family
who had come to Bombay as early as 1690 A, D., and
became famous as a ¢ Vaidya.” Among his descen-
dants Mr. Har Joshi was very celebrated in Bombay,
His grand-son Rao Bahadur Harischandra was born
in 1825. He lost his parents in his youth, and
entered, after being educated at a Missionary School,
Government service in H. M.’s Customs as a clerk on
Rs. 20, in 1851. By dint of hard work and honesty,
he 1ose to be Second Appraiser on Rs. 500, in
1876 and retired in 1882. Twelve years later his
services were again called into requisition on the
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imposition of Import Duties in 1894. He finally
retired in 1897. While in office, officers of high
position as Sir Charles Pritchard, Sir James Camp-
bell, the Hon'ble Dr. Pollen, and Mr. R. M. Kennedy,
highly appreciated his services, acknowledging his
integrity and honesty. His salary including pension
was specially fixed at Rs. 750.

He had opened a charitable dispensary at his
residence wherein he treated sufferers irrespective
of caste or creed, free of charge. Hundreds of poor
people received the benefit of his medicines and
although he was in Government service for over
34 years, he kept this stream of his charity constantly
-open for 5o years.

To perpetuate the memory of his parents, he
built at Dadar a house for the use of Hindoos on
festive and auspicious occasions. Dhuramshalas were
-also built in Bombay and at Kelwa-Mahim. He
established schools for the study of Sanskrit, “one at
Chinchani and another at Kelwa-Mahim, both in the
Thana District. He also made many charities
secretly. All his charities amount to over Rs. 45000.
Simplicity in his habits, moderation, uprightness,
remarkable placidity of his temper, were the character-
istics of his nature. On account of his saintly character
he was very much loved and respected by all the
classes of people in Bombay. In 1882 he was awarded
Rs. 6000. In 1896 he was made Justice ofthe Peace.
In 1897 he received a “Certificate of Honour” “in
recognition of his eminent official services extending
over a period of 46 years.” In 1900, the title of
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Rao Bahadur was conferred upon him as a personal

distinction. He leaves behind a widow and four sons
to mourn his loss. Makralta, Fanuary 14, I1906.

&> & & & & &

THE LATE RAO BAHADUR HARISCHANDRA
KRISHNA JOSHI, J. P.

RaoBahadur Harischandra Krishna Joshi, who
died at his residence in Bombay in December 19053,
(January 1906), was descended from an ancient and
respectable family, well-known for generations in the
medical profession. His ancestor, Krishna Joshi, was
the earliest amongst those who came to Bombay, so
far back as 1690 A. D. from Kelwa-Mahim, and
acquired fame as a Vaidya or medical practitioner.

Rao Bahadur Harischandra Krishna Joshi was
born in Bombay on 26th November (7th October ),
1825 and lost his parents when he had hardly com
pleted his English education. He then entered Gov-
ernment service in H. M.s Customs in 1850 as a
clerk on a small salary, and by gradual promotions,
which he owed to his hard work and honesty, he
finally became in 1876 Second Appraiser on Rs. soo
a month, which post he held till he retired on full
pension in 1882. He was however called back from
his retirement after twelve years at the advanced age
of 68 on the re-imposition of Import Duties in India
1894. As was published at the time, ‘the interests
of the (Government) revenue,” and the *“ convenience
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of the mercantile community of Bombay,”’ mneces-

sitated his re-employment. On this occasion his salary,.
including pension, was specially fixed at Rs. 750 a
month, and he finally retired on 1st January 1897.

While in office his integrity —and honesty
and thorough efficiency in work, aided by his long
experience and special knowledge in market rates,
and his successful efforts in collecting duties without
unnecessary interference and friction, were readily
acknowledged. Among the high officials who ap-
preciated his services were Sir Charles Pritchard, Mr-
W. R. Pratt, I.C.S., Sir A. Wingate, Sir James
Campbell, the Hon. Dr. J. Pollen, and the Honoura-
ble Mr. R. M. Kennedy.

In 1882, on his first retirement, he was awarded
Rs. 6000 (one year’s full pay) for his faithful services
to Government, and was made a Justice of the Peace,
and in 1897, on the Diamond Jubilee Day of Her
late Majesty, Queen Victoria, Lord Sandhurst pre=
sented to him a “certificate of Honour” in recognition
of his eminent official services, extending over a
period of 46 years. In 1900, the title of “ Rao
Bahadur,” was conferred upon his as a personal dis-
tinction, and in the same year the Honourable Dr.
Pollen presented to him, on behalf of his brother
officers, a hansdome silver casket as a token of their
affection and esteem. At the same time H. H. Shri
Shankeracharya, of Jotirmath, presented to him an
address, recogniging his many virtuous qualities.

The late Rao Bahadur maintained, at his own
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expense, a charitable dispensary for over 50 years and
saw to it personally. All classes of people, without
distinction, received the benefit of his medicines.
Though in Government service for 34 years, he never
neglected this noble duty of affording relief to poor
sufferers, and has done it quietly and without fuss.

Besides this he has built a Dharamsala at Kelwa-
Mahim for the benefit of the Hindoos, and another in
Bombay. Two Vedshalas or Sanskrit schools, one at
Chinchani and the other at Kelwa-Mahim, both in
the Thana District, were also founded by him, while
his private charities have been numerous.

Rao Bahadur Joshi was a leading member of the
Yajurvediya Palshiker Brahmin Community of Bom-
bay and a member of the Bombay Hindoo Burning
and Burial Ground's Committee.

Simplicity in his habits and moderation in all
things were the characteristics of ‘his nature. His
uprightness and integrity, geniality of disposition, and
his charities had endeared him to the people and
officials alike. His private life was absolutely un-
corrui)ted and unstained. Men and Women of India,

Fanuary 1906.
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