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THE BOOK OF DEUTERONOMY.

1. These are the words which Moses spoke
DEBARIM.

yj^j.^ g^ji igrael on this side of the Jordan in the

wilderness, in the plain opposite Suph, between

Paran, and Tophel, and Laban, and Chazeroth, and Diza-

hab. 2. It is a journey of eleven days from Horeb by the

way of Mount Seir unto Kadesh-barnea. 3. And it came

to pass in the fortieth* year, in the eleventh month, on the

first day of the month, that Moses spoke unto the children

of Israel, according unto all that the Lord had commanded

him concerning them ; 4. After he had smitten Sichon

the king of the Amorites, who dwelt in Cheshbon, and Og
the king of Bashan, who dwelt at Ashtaroth in Edrei. 5.

On this side of the Jordan, in the land of Moab, began

Moses to explain this law, saying, 6. The Lord our God

spoke unto us in Horeb, saying. Ye have dwelt long enough

at this mount : 7. Turn you, and take your journey, and

go to the mount of the Amorites, and unto all its neighbour-

ing places, in the plain, in the mountain, and in the vale, and

in the southern country, and by the coast of the sea, to the

land of the Canaanites, and unto Lebanon, unto the great

river, the river Euphrates. 8. Behold I have given the

land before you: go in and take possession of the land

which the Lord hath sworn unto your fathers, to Abraham,

to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give unto them and to their seed

* i. e. After the going out from Egypt, which is always the era

mentioned in the Bible up to the Babylonian captivity.
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5 DEUTERONOMY I. DEBARIM.

after them. 9. And I said unto you at that time as fol-

loweth, I alone am not able to bear you: 10. The Lord

your God hath multiplied you, and, behold, ye are this day

as the stars of heaven for multitude. 11. May^ the Lord

the God of your fathers make you a thousand times so

many more as ye are, and bless you, as he hath spoken

unto you.* 12. How can I alone bear your cumbrance,

and your burden, and your strife? 13. Furnish for your-

selves wise and understanding men, and those known
among your tribes, and I will place them as rulers over

you. 14. And ye answered me, and said. The thing which

thou hast spoken is good to do. 15. And I took the chiefs

of your tribes, wise and known men, and I set them as

heads over you, captains over thousands, and captains

over hundreds, and captains over fifties, and captains over

tens, and as officers among your tribes. 16. And I com-

manded your judges at that time, saying. Hear the causes

between your brethren, and judge righteously, between a

man and his brother, and between his stranger.'' 17. Ye
shall not respect persons in judgment; the small as well as

the great shall ye hear; ye shall not be afraid of any man ;

for the judgment belongeth to God : and the cause that is

too hard for you ye shall bring before me, and I will hear

it. 18. And I commanded you at that time all the things

which ye should do. 19. And we departed from Horeb,

and we went through all that great and terrible wilderness,

which ye have seen, by the way of the mountain of the

* This verse is a parenthesis. Moses says in the verse above that

he was not able to bear all the labour of the great multitude ; and adds,

nevertheless, may it be the will of God to add to them a thousand fold

as many, and then continues with the narrative.

^ The law knows of no distinction between the Israelite and the

foreigner; all are alike before the Supreme Judge of the world.
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6 DEUTERONOMY I. DEBARIM.

Amorites, as the Lord our God had commanded us; and

we came as far as Kadesh-barnea. 20. And I said unto you,

Ye are come unto the mountain of the Amorites, which

the Lord our God doth give unto us. 21. Behold, the Lord

thy God hath given* the land before thee: go up and take

possession of it, as the Lord the God of thy fathers hath

spoken unto thee; fear thou not, nor be thou discouraged.*

22. And ye all'' came near unto me and said. Let us send

men before us, that they may search out for us the land,

and bring us word again concerning the way by which we
must go up, and the cities to which we shall come. 23.

And the thing was pleasing in my eyes ; and I took twelve

men of you, one man for every tribe : 24. And they turned

and went up into the mountain, and came unto the valley of

Eshcol, and spied it out. 25. And they took in their hands

some of the fruit of the land, and brought it down unto us,

and brought us word again, and said. The land which the

Lord our God doth give us is good. 26. Notwithstanding,

ye would not go up, and ye rebelled against the order of

the Lord your God : 27. And ye murmured in your tents,

and said. On account of the hatred of the Lord toward us,

hath he brought us forth out of the land of Egypt, to de-

liver us into the hand of the Amorites, to destroy us. 28.

Whither shall we go up? our brethren have made faint

our heart, saying. The people is greater and taller than

we; the cities are great and walled up to heaven; and

moreover the sons of the Anakim have we seen there.

* Meaninw " surrendered, yielded up ;" elsewhere called " to give

into the hands."

'' " Confusedly ; and elsewhere (v. 19) it is said, ' The chiefs of your

tribes and elders,' &c. ; that approaching was a worthy one, the young

men honoured the elders by letting them go in advance; and so the

elders to the chiefs ; but in this case you all came in confusion, young

men pushing aside the elders, and the elders the chiefs."

—

Rashi.
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7 DEUTERONOMY I. DEBARIM.

29. And I said unto you. Have no dread, nor be ye afraid

of them, 30. The Lorp your God who goeth before you, he

it is who will fight for you, according to all that he did for

you in Egypt before your eyes; 31. And in the wilder-

ness, which'' thou hast seen, where the Lord thy God bore

thee, as a man doth bear his son, on all the way that ye

have gone, until ye came into this place. 32. Yet in this

thing ye do not believe in the Lord your God, 33. Who
goeth before you on the way to seek out for you a place

for your encampment^ in fire by night, to cause you to see

on the way in which ye are to go, and in a cloud by day.

34. And the Lord heard the voice of your words, and he

was wroth, and swore, saying, 35. Surely there shall not

one of these men of this evil generation see that good land,

which I have sworn to give unto your fathers, 36. Save

Caleb the son of Yephunneh ; he shall see it, and to him

will I give the land upon which he hath trodden, and to

his children, because he hath wholly followed the Lord.

37. Also with me was the Lord angry*" for your sakes,

saying, Thou also shalt not go in thither. 38. Joshua the

son of Nun, who standeth before thee, he shall go in

thither: him encourage; for he shall cause Israel to in-

herit it,* 39. And your little ones, of whom ye said. They

will become a prey, and your children who know not this

day either good or evil, these shall go in thither, and unto

them will I give it, and they shall possess it, 40. But as

for you, turn you, and take your journey into the wilder-

* According' to Rashi this ought to read :
" Where thou hast seen

that the Lord." But in either way the sense is the same.

*> As Moses was relating the doom of " the generation of the desert,"

as they are called by our writers, he includes also the decree which

was pronounced upon him, since he too did not pass over the Jordan.

VOL. v. 2
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8 DErTERONOMY I. II. DEBARIM.

ness by the way of the Red Sea. 41. And ye answered

and said unto me, We have sinned against the Lord; we
indeed will go up and fight, according to ail that the Lord
our God hath confimanded «s; and ye girded on every man
his weapons of war, and ye insisted lo go up into the moun-

tain. 42. And the Lord said unto me, Say unto them. Go
not up, and do not fight; for I am not among you ; lest ye

be smitten before your enemies. 43. So I spoke unto you
;

but ye would not hear ; and ye rebelled against the order

of the Lord, and you went presumptuously up into the

mountain. 44. And the Amorites, who dwelt in that moun-

tain, came out against you, and they pursued you, as the

bees do, and overthrew you in Seir, as far as Chormah.

45. And ye returned and wept before the Lord; but the

Lord would not hearken to your voice, nor give ear unto

you. 46. And ye remained in Kadesh many days, ac-

cording unto the days that ye abode there. I.
CHAP. II. Ill- • I

Then we turned, and look our journey into the

wilderness by the way of the Red Sea, as the Lord had

spoken unto me: and we travelled around Mount Seir

many days.*

2. And the Lord said unto me, as followeth, 3."Ye have

travelled around this mountain long enough ; turn you

northward. 4. And the people command thou, saying.

Ye are passing by the border of your brethren the children

of Esau, who dwell in Seir; and they will be afraid of

you ; therefore take ye good heed unto yourselves : 5. Do
not meddle with them ; for I will not give you of their

land, not so much as a foot's breadth; because unto Esau

have I given Mount Seir for an inheritance. 6. Food shall

ye buy of them for money, that ye may eat ; and water

" For your sakes," means only that the disobedience of the people

caused his own transgression.
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9 DEUTERONOMY II. DEBARIM.

also shall ye buy of them for money, that ye may drink.

7. For the Lord thy God hath blessed thee in all the works
of thy hand :* he hath provided'' for thy wandering through

this great wilderness : these forty years the Lord thy God
hath been with thee; thou hast lacked nothing. 8. And
we passed away from our brethren the children of Esau,

who dwelt in Seir, through the way of the plain from

Elath, and from Ezyon-gaber.

And we turned and passed the way of the wilderness of

Moab. 9. And the Lord said unto me, Do not attack the

Moabites, nor contend with them in battle ; for I will not

give thee from their land any inheritance ; because unto

the children of Lot have I given Ar for an inheritance.

10. The Emim in times past dwelt therein, a people great,

and numerous, and tall as the Anakim; IL As giants

were they also accounted, equally with the Anakim ; and

the Moabites called them Emim. 12. And in Seir dwelt

the Chorim in times past; but the children of Esau drove

them out, and they destroyed them from before them, and

dwelt in their stead ; as Israel hath done unto the land of

his inheritance, which the Lord hath given unto them.

13. Now rise up, and get you over the brook Zered ; and

we passed over the brook Zered. 14. And the time which

we came from Kadesh-barnea, until we had passed over

the brook Zered, was thirty and eight years ; until all the

generation of the men of war were spent from out the

midst of the camp, as the Lord had sworn unto them. 15.

* Meaning, that they could have no excuse for asking favours of

men, since their wealth, abundant as it was, had been supplied by the

liberal hand of their God.

^ Heb. ;,'T, " he hath known ;" a knowledge of a person's wants

being requisite, before his benefactor can furnish him with the need-

ful.

2*
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10 DEUTERONOMY II. DEBARIM.

And also the hand of the Lord was against them, to destroy

them from the midst of the camp, until they were spent.

16. So it came to pass, when all the men of war were

spent by dying from the midst of the people,

17. That the Loud spoke unto me, saying, 18. Thou

art passing this day by the border of Moab, by Ar, 19.

And thou comest nigh opposite the children of Ammon : do

not attack them, nor meddle with them ; for I will not give

thee of the land of the children of Ammon any inheritance;

because unto the children of Lot have I given it for an

inheritance. 20. As a land* of giants was it also account-

ed : giants dwelt therein in times past ; and the Ammonites

called them Zamzummim; 21. A people great, and nume-

rous, and tall, as the Anakim ; but the Lord destroyed

them before them ; and they drove them out, and dwelt in

their stead: 22. As he had done to the children of Esau,

who dwell in Seir, from before whom he destroyed the

Chorim; and they drove them out and dwelt in their stead,

even unto this day. 23. And the Avim, who dwelt in

open towns, as far as unto Azzah,—the Caphtorim, who
came forth out of Caphtor, destroyed them, and dwelt in

their stead. 24. Rise ye up, take your journey, and pass

over the river Arnon; behold I have given into thy hand

Sichon king of Cheshbon, the Amorite, and his land : begin

to drive him out, and contend with him in battle. 25.

This day will I begin to put the dread of thee and the fear

of thee upon the nations that are under the whole heaven

;

whoever will hear the report of thee, shall tremble, and

shall quake because of thee. 26. And I sent messengers

* Not only the land of Og, king of Bashan, was the only one at

times called the " giant country," since the people of Moab and Am-

nion also took possession of two districts belonging to the same general

tribe of men.
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11 DEUTERONOMY II. DEBARIM.

out of the wilderness of Kedemoth unto Sichon king of

Cheshbon, with words of peace, saying, 27. Let me pass

through thy land: always by the highway will I go, I will

not turn unto the right hand or unto the left. 28. Food

shall thou sell me for money, that I may eat; and water

for money shalt thou give me, that I may drink : only let

me pass through on foot; 29. (As the children of Esau

who dwell in Seir, and the Moabites* who dwell in Ar, did

unto me;) until that I shall pass over the Jordan into the

land which the Lord our God giveth us. 30. But Sichon

king of Cheshbon would not suffer our passing by him ; for

the Lord thy God had hardened his spirit, and had made
obstinate his heart, that he might deliver him into thy

hand, as (hath happened) this day.*

3L And the Lord said unto me, Behold, I have begun

to give Sichon and his land before thee: begin to drive

him out, that thou mayest inherit his land. 32. And
Sichon came out against us, he and all his people, to

the battle at Yahaz. 33. And the Lord our God gave

him before us ; and we smote him, and his sons, and all

his people. 34. And we conquered all his cities at that

time, and devoted every inhabited city, and the women,

and the little ones ; we left none that escaped. 35. Only

the cattle we took for a prey unto ourselves, and the spoil

of the cities which we had captured. 36. From Aroer,

which is by the bank of the river of Arnon, and the city

that is in the river, even unto Gilead, there was not one

city which was too strong for us : the whole did the Lord

' This must not be understood as if the Israelites had been permitted

to pass through the countries of Moab and Edom ; Moses' request was

twofold, to pass through the country and to purchase provision. We
can therefore infer that the Edumeans and Moabites sold provisions to

the Israelites, whilst Sichon alone prepared to attack them. But as
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12 DEUTERONOMY II. III. DEBARIM.

our God give before us. 37. Only unto the land of the

children of Ammon thou earnest not nigh, unto the whole

margin of the river Yabbok, and the cities in the mountains,

and unto whatsoever the Lord our God had forbidden us.

^TiATi TTT !• And we turned, and went up the way to

Bashan: and Og the king of Bashan came
out against us, he and all his people, to the battle at Edrei.

2. And the Lord said unto me. Fear him not ; for into thy

hand have I given him, and all his people, and his lapd

;

and thou shalt do unto him as thou hast done unto Sichon

king of the Amorites, who dwelt at Cheshbon. 3. And the

Lord our God gave into our hands Og the king of Bashan,

also, and all his people: and we smote him until none was
left to him who escaped. 4. And we took all his cities at

that time, there was not a city^ which we took not from

them, sixty cities, all the region of Argob, the kingdom of

Og in Bashan. 5. All these were fortified cities, with

high walls, gates, and bars ; beside unwalled towns which

were a great many. 6. And we devoted them, as we
had done unto Sichon king of Cheshbon, devoting every

inhabited city, the women, and the little ones. 7. But all

the cattle, and the spoil of the cities, we took for a prey to

ourselves. 8. And we took at that time out of the hand of

the two kings of the Amorites the land which is on this

side of the Jordan, from the river of Arnon unto Mount
Hermon ; 9. (The Sidonians call Hermon Sirion ; and

the Amorites call it Senir;) 10. All the cities of the plain,

the Moabites were relations of Israel, their sordidness in refusing to

meet them with bread and water, waiting till money was offered, and

their hiring Bileiim to curse the people, caused them afterwards to be

prohibited the right of becoming pro.-elytes. (Deut. xxiii, 5 )

^ "Fortified place," Arnheim, who thus distinguishes between r\'^p

and t;? " fortress" and " simple city."



ny^ ^^^n-ik^i .idSd'^I! ]i^^ri'^^] i:i):\r}'h::\

J -: V :
- V jV : - <• ' T : IT v jv •

r^lN*! ni)i>Ni ni^N* );^n ji^;; 05 nj^.^ Nin

; -
I VST T V : I- - - : vt : t •; -

p-jN* Sm-Sj^-")?^"N* '^^^''^i^? ^^i?n ^?.3 ^^?''?-*

I-T - : r IT • - T T T ! "^T : • - " < -: I"

v -: i~ • - T V JV : - I T T - T : <t : •
- v v :

ITT- T : : - IT V <v -I
(S'.'

- : i~ vj'*

hpS nt^'Ji^-p n\N?^ : D\\*fln piS* Nnp» Ninn 14
)- T V - ; I V J- T I- T : I v;v (.-It' ) ~

,',• T "-: I- 1- : I- ; -
J : *^ : - VJV t

... |T ; »-|x: • - V • r -r I- T : iv -
.» - •••"-'

Smn r]in fi"i>s* Snri;?.i n^j'pjri-ip ^rin^ njiSi

nni;?ni : \M2>v OD Si:3:i Sniin py i;n Sdjii 17
IT t'-mt : I I

'^ ;• ; i: ---
) ->

- '^-:
n-.

;

- V - JT T T -:iT <T "^ : vv • •
rt'-.

'• lj-' :— :

r\V^ DDHN* i^iS*-) : nnnto n;iDi3n msr'K nnn is
"••T V : V J- -:|T T IT : • ..t : • - ; : - - )—

I v<;t t V V T I-T V •• I v: jt : A " >-' ~

r: -:•;•: ; '^ i- j- -: t : • :

V : - : -IV •• : I
- • it ••

: t i.-- t : • i" :

Dbn;^3 \yz''' ddS 31 n:!pQ-^3 'tsv^' dd^P^d!)
V •'jT ; : V ^VT 1.- J.-): i- ': -t v "J : •



13 DEUTERONOMY III. DEBARIM.

and all Gilead, and all Bashan, unto Salchah and Edrei,

the cities of the kingdom of Og in Bashan. 11. For only

Og king of Bashan had been left of the remnant of the

giants ; behold, his bedstead was a bedstead of iron ; lo

!

it is in Kabbah of the children of Ammon : nine cubits is

its length, and four cubits its breadth, after the cubit* of a

man. 12. And of this land, of which we took possession

at that time ; from Aroer, which is by the river Arnon,

and half Mount Gilead, and the cities thereof, I gave unto

the Reubenites and to the Gadites. 13. And the rest of

Gilead, and all Bashan, the kingdom of Og, I gave unto

the half tribe of Menasseh ; all the region of Argob, with

all Bashan, this is called the land of giants. 14. Yair the

son of Menasseh took all the region of Argob unto the border

of the Geshurites and the Maachathites ; and he called them

the (land of) Bashan, after his own name, Chavoth-yair,

unto this day.* 15. And unto Machir I gave Gilead. 16.

And unto the Reubenites and unto the Gadites I gave from

Gilead even unto the river Arnon the land within'' the

river and that adjoining, even unto the river Yabbok, the

border of the children of Ammon; 17. The plain also,

and the Jordan, and the adjoining country, from Kinnereth

even unto the sea of the plain, the Salt Sea, under the

declivitiesofPisgah, eastward. 18. And I commanded you

at that time, saying, The Lord your God hath given you

this land to possess it : armed shall ye pass over before

your brethren the children of Israel, all that are fit to bear

arms. 19. But your wives, and your little ones, and your

cattle, (for I know that ye have much cattle,) shall abide

' Or, " the arm of a man," as Mendelssohn probably means in

rendering "Vorderarm," or, the forepart of the arm, which is certainly

not the usual length of the cubit, which the entire arm is,

*" This is rendered according to Ojskelos, who has been followed by

VOL. V. 3
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14 DEUTERONOMY IIL VAETCHANNAN.

in your cities which I have given you ;* 20. Until that

the Lord have given rest unto your brethren, as well as

unto you, and until they also have taken possession of the

land which the Lord your God giveth them beyond the Jor-

dan: and then shall ye return every man unto his inheritance,

which I have given you. 21. And I commanded Joshua

at that time, saying, Thy eyes have seen all that the Lord

your God hath done unto these two kings: thus will the

Lord do unto all the kingdoms whither thoo passest. 22.

Ye shall not fear them ; for the Lord your God it is who
will fight for you.

xr * r.rT,/^n * xTAT A 7.T
23. And I besought the Lord at thatVAETCHANNAN. . . /-. r i t-.
time, saymg, 24. O Lord Eternal,

thou hast begun to show thy servant thy greatness, and

thy mighty hand; for what god is there in heaven or in

earth, that can do aught like thy works, and like thy

mighty wonders ? 25. Let me go over, I pray thee, that

I may see the good land that is on the other side of the

Jordan, this goodly mountain, and the Lebanon. 26. But

the Lord v/as wroth with me for your sakes, and he would

not hear me: and the Lord said unto me. Let it suffice

thee; do not continue to speak unto me any more of this

matter. 27. Get thee up unto the top of Pisgah, and lift

up thy eyes westward, and northward, and southward,

and eastward, and behold it with thy eyes ; for thou

shalt not pass over this Jordan. 28. And thou shalt

charge Joshua, and encourage him, and strengthen him

;

for he shall go over before this people, and he shall divide

Arnheim ; "|in is in this sen.-se a noun, signifying " that within ;" and

means then the land comprised within the bed of the river ; and the

banks on both sides are comprised by the word SjjIj as Rashi ex-

plains.
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15 DEUTERONOMY III. IV. VAETCHANNAN.

out to them the land which thou shall see. 29. And we
abode* in the valley opposite Beth-peor.

i^TT»T> TIT 1- And now, O Israel, hearken unto the statutes
CHAJr. IV.

1 •
I I

•
I T I

and unto the judgments which 1 teach you

to do ; in order that ye may live, and go in and take pos-

session of the land which the Lord the God of your fathers

giveth unto you. 2. Ye shall not add unto the word which

I command you, nor shall ye diminish aught from it ; that

ye may keep the commandments of the Lord your God
which I command you. 3. Your eyes have seen that

which the Lord hath done because of Baal-peor; for

every man that followed Baal-peor,'' the Lord thy God
hath destroyed from the midst of you. 4. But ye that did

cleave unto the Lord your God, are alive, every one of you,

this day.* 5. See, I have taught you statutes and judg-

ments, just as the Lord my God commanded me, that ye

should do so in the land whither ye go to take possession

of it. 0. Keep therefore and do them ; for this is your

wisdom and your understanding before the eyes of the

nations, that shall hear all these statutes, and they will say.

Surely a wise and understanding people is this great nation.

7. For what nation is there so great that hath gods which

are so nigh unto it, as is the Lord our God at all times

that we call upon him? 8. And what nation is there so

great, that hath statutes and judgments so righteous as is

all this law, which I lay before you this day? 9. Only

take heed to thyself, and guard thy soul diligently, that

thou do not forget the things which thy eyes have seen,

* Here must be supplied, " at the time that this occurred."

* As idolatry was the prevailing sin among all ancient nations,

Moses commences by calling the attention of the people pre-eminently

to the consequences of their relapse in the country of Aloab ; how that

3*
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16 DEUTERONOMY IV. VAETCHANNAN.

and that they depart not from thy heart all the days of thy

life; but thou shalt make them known unto thy sons, and

unto thy sons' sons ; 10. The day that thou stoodest before

the Lord thy God in Horeb, when the Lord said unto me,

Assemble for me the people, and I will cause them to hear

my words, which they shall learn, to fear me all the days

that they shall live upon the earth, and which they shall

teach their children. 11. And ye came near and stood

at the foot of the mountain ; and the mountain was burning

with fire unto the midst of the heaven, (from amidst) dark-

ness, clouds, and thick darkness. 12. And the Lord spoke

unto you out of the midst of the fire; the sound of the

words ye heard, but any similitude ye saw not ; there was

only a sound. 13. And he told unto you his covenant,

which he commanded you to perform, the ten command-

ments; and he wrote them upon two tables of stone. 14.

And the Loud commanded me at that time to teach you

statutes and judgments, that ye might do them in the land

whither ye go over to possess it. 15. Take ye therefore

good heed unto yourselves ; for ye saw no manner of simi-

litude^ on the day that the Lord spoke unto you in Horeb

out of the midst of the fire: 16. That ye become not

corrupt, and make yourselves a graven image, the simili-

tude of any idol figure, the likeness of a male or of a

female, 17. The likeness of any beast that is on the earth,

the likeness of any winged fowl that flieth in the air of

heaven, 18. The likeness of any thing that creepeth on

the sround, the likeness of any fish that is in the waters

beneath the earth : 19. And that thou lift not up thy eyes

so many that transgressed died, whilst those firm in the service of God

remained alive.

" The great King of Israel did not make himself manifest under any
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17 DEUTERONOMY IV. VAETCHANNAN.

unto the heavens, and thou see the sun, and the moon, and

the stars, all the host of heaven, and be misled to bow down

to them, and to serve them, those which the Lord thy God

hath assigned^ unt < all nations under the whole heaven.

20. But you the Lord hath taken, and brought you forth out

of the iron fucnace, out of Egypt, to be unto him a people

of inheritance, as ye are this day. 2\. Furthermore the

Lord was angry with me for your sakes, and he swore

that I should not go over the Jordan, and that I should not

go in unto that good land, which the Lord thy God giveth

thee for an inheritance: 22. For I must die in this land;

I shall not go over the Jordan ; but ye will go over and

take possession of this good land. 23. Take heed unto

yourselves, lest ye forget the covenant of the Lord youf

God, which he hath made with you, and make yourselves

a graven image, the likeness of any thing, which the Lord

thy God hath forbidden thee. 24. For the Lord thy God
is a consuming fire, even a watchful God.

25. When thou begettest children, and children's chil-

dren, and ye shall have remained long in the land, and ye

become corrupt, and make a graven image, the likeness

of any thing, and do the evil in the eyes of the Lord thy

God, to provoke him to anger: 26. I call heaven and

earth to witness against you this day, that ye shall soon

perish from off the land whereunto ye go over the Jordan

bodily shape. All on the mountain was darkness and cloud. A loud

voice was heard, audible words reached the ear of all at once, one im-

pression was made upon all alike. Hence the energetic prohibition

Sgainst the folly of representing the Invisible and Incomprehensible

under any outw.ird shape, even the most beautiful and strong. All

will fail of reaching him; consequently all are odious to the Deity.

* '-To give them light."

—

Talmud Megillah.
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is DEUTERONOMY IV. VAETCHANNAN.

to possess it
;
ye shall not remain many days upon it, but

shall surely be destroyed. 27. And the Lord shall scatter

you among the nations, and ye shall be left few in number

among the nations, whither the Lord will lead you. 28.

And ye will serve^ there gods, the work of men's hands,

wood and stone, which neither see, nor hear, nor eat, nor

smell. 29. But thou wilt seek from there the Lord thy

God, and wilt find him, if thou seek him with all thy heart

and with all thy soul. 30. When thou art in tribulation,

and all these things have overtaken thee, in the latter end

of days, then wilt thou return to the Lord thy God, and be

obedient unto his voice. 3L For a merciful God is the

Lord thy God ; he will not forsake thee, nor destroy thee;

and he will not forget the covenant of thy fathers which he

hath swora unto- them. 32. For do but ask of former

days,- which were before thee, since the day that God
created^ man' upon the earth, and from the one side of

heaven unto the other side of heaven, whether there hath

been the like of this great thing, or whether the like

hath been heard t SS'. Hath ever' people heard the voice

of a^ god, speaking out of the midst of the fire, as thou hast

heard, and remained alive T 34. Or hath a god assayed

to ao to take to himself a nation from the midst of a nation,

by proofs, by signs, and by wonders, and by war, and by

a mighty hand, and by stn outstretched' arm, and by great

" As the verse stand?, it rheans tlhat under the oppressions of the

times, many will fall off to idolatry and false worship. This prediction

has come to pass, during the many persecutions which have occurred.

Onkelos, however, paraphrases: " And ye shall serve there nations,

worshipping error, (idolatry,) the work of the hands of men," conceiv-

ing, probably, as the commentator to Mendelssohn observes, that to

worship idols is a sin, not a punishment.

^ Meaning, the gods of any other nation ; did euch ever speak to

their followers? &c.
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terrors, according to all that the Lord your God did for

you in Egypt before thy eyes? 35. Unto thee it was

shown, that thou mightest know, that the Eternal is the

God; there is none else beside him. 36, Out of the

heavens he caused thee to hear his voice, to instruct thee:

and upon earth he caused thee to see his great fire; and

his words thou didst hear out of the midst of the fire. 37.

And therefore because he loved thy fathers, he chose their

seed after them, and brought thee out in his presence* with

his mighty power out of Egypt ; 38. To drive out nations

greater and mightier than thou art, from before thee, to

bring thee in, to give thee their land for an inheritance, as

it is this day. 39. Know therefore this day, and reflect

in thy heart, that the Eternal is the God in the heavens

above, and upon the earth beneath : there is none else.

40. Thou shalt keep therefore his statutes, and his com-

mandments, which I command thee this day, that it may
go well with thee, and with thy children after thee, and

that thou mayest live many days upon the land which the

Lord thy God giveth thee, forever.*

41. Then Moses set aside three cities on this side of the

Jordan toward the rising of the sun ; 42. That thither might

flee the manslayer, who should kill his neighbour unawares,

when he had not been an enemy to him in times past ; and

that he should flee unto one of these cities and live. 43.

Bezer in the wilderness, in the plain country, for the Reu-

benites; and Ramoth in Gilead for the Gadites; and Golan

in Bashan for the Menassites. 44. And this is the law

* "In his own person," Arnheim; "With his own word," On-

KELos ; who, by the by, frequently renders the holy Name with the

prefix " memera" i^iOTD, as Gen. iii. 8, vi. 6, xv. 6, &c. Perhaps the

idea of Xdyoj common in his time, as the mysterious creative power of

the Deity.

VOL. V. 4
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which Moses set before the children of Israel: 45. These

are the testimonies, and the statutes, and the judgments,

which Moses spoke unto the children of Israel, when they

came forth out of Egypt, 40. Oo this side of the Jordan,

in the valley opposite to Beth-peor, in the land of Sichon

king of the Amorites, who-dwjelt at Cheshbon, whom Moses
and the children of Israel smote, after they were come forth

out of Egypt: 47. And they took possession of his land,

and of the land of Og king of Bashan, the two kings of

the Amorites, who were on this side of the Jordan toward

the rising of the sun ; 48. From Aroer, which is on the

bank of the river Arnon, even janto Mount Sion, which is

Hermon, 49. And all the plain on this side of the Jordan

eastward, even unto the sea of the plain, under the declivi-

ties* of Pisgah.*

CHAP V ^* "^"^ Moses called all Israel, and said unto

them, Hear, O Israel, the statutes and the judg-

ments which I speak in your ears this day, that ye may
learn them, and that ye may observe to do them. 2. The
Lord our God made a covenant with us in Horeb. 3.

Not with our fathers did the Lord make this covenant, but

with us, we who are here all of us alive this day. 4. Face

to face did the Lord speak with you, on the mount out of

the midst of the fire, 5. (P was standing between the Lord

and between you at that time, to announce to you the word

of the Lord ; for ye were afraid by reason of the fire, and

ye went not up into the mount ;) saying,

* Others render this word with " springs ;" others with " the foot
;"

but it probably means, the direction which streams take in quitting' a

mountain, the slope ; here, therefore, the points where the slopes of

the Pisgah commence.
'' This is a parenthesis, explaining the reason why the people would

not themselves receive the commandments, and of the appointment of
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6. I am the Lord thy God, who have brought thee out

of the land of Egypt, from the house of slavery. 7. Thou

shalt have no other gods before me. 8. Thou shalt not

make unto thyself any graven image, any likeness of any

thing that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth

beneath, or that is in the water under the earth : 9. Thou

shalt not bow thyself down unto them, nor serve them ; for

I the Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity

of the fathers upon the children, and upon the third and

upon the fourth generation of them that hate me, 10. And
showing mercy unto the thousandth generation of them

that love me and keep my commandments.

11. Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God

in vain ; for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh

his name in vain.

12. Keep the sabbath day to sanctify it, as the Lord thy

God hath commanded* thee. 13. Six days shalt thou labour,

and do all thy work : 14. But the seventh day is the sab-

bath in honour of the Lord thy God ; on it thou shalt not

do any work, neither thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter,

nor thy man-servant, nor thy maid-servant, nor thy ox, nor

thy ass, nor any of thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is

within thy gates; in order that thy man-servant and thy

maid-servant may rest as well as thou. 15. And thou

shalt remember that thou hast been a servant in the land

of Egypt, and that the Lord thy God brought thee out

from there by a mighty hand and by an outstretched arm

:

Moses, as the messenger between God and the people ; the word say-

ing is to be understood as though it followed immediately upon the

words "of the fire," in v. 4.

=* " As the Lord thy God commanded thee in Marah, before the giv-

ing of the law."

—

Rashi. Otherwise the phrase is merely general, re-

ferring to the institution of the Sabbath as a divine thing, and is an

4*
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22 DEUTERONOMY V. VAETCHANNAN.

therefore the Lord thy God hath commanded thee to

observe the sabbath day.

16. Honour thy father and thy mother, as the Lord thy

God hath commanded thee; that thy days may be pro-

longed, and that it may go well with thee, in the land

which the Lord thy God giveth thee.

17. Thou shalt not kill.

Neither shalt thou commit adultery.

Neither shalt thou steal.

Neither shalt thou bear false witness against thy neigh-

bour.

18. Neither shalt thou covet thy neighbour's wife.

Neither shalt thou desire* thy neighbour's house, nor his

field, nor his man-servant, nor his maid-servant, nor his ox,

nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbour's.*

19. These words did the Lord speak unto all your assem-

bly on the mount out of the midst of the fire, of the cloud,

and of the thick darkness, with a great voice, and he added

no more ; and he wrote them on two tables of stone, and

he gave them unto me. 20. And it came to pass, when
ve heard the voice out of the midst of the darkness, whilst

the mountain was burning with fire, that ye came near

unto me, even all the heads of your tribes, and your elders;

21, And ye said. Behold the Lord our God hath caused us

to see his glory and his greatness, and his voice we have

heard out of the midst of the fire : this day have we seen

that God can speak with man, who nevertheless may live.

22. But now why should we die 1 for this great fire may
consume us: if we continue to hear the voice of the Lord

expression of Moses in his address to the people, calling' their atten-

tion to the necessity of obedience, because it is the will of God. Hence

the introduction of the exodus from Egypt in verse 15. See also verse

16, where the same phrase occurs again.

* If we consider that the repetition of the Decalogue was only to
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our God any more, then shall we die. 23. For who is

there of all flesh, that hath heard the voice of the living

God speaking out of the midst of the fire, like us, and hath

remained alive? 24. Go thou near, and hear all that the

Lord our God may say ; and thou shalt speak unto us all

that the Lord our God may speak unto thee ; and we will

hear and do it. 25. And the Ijord heard the voice of your

words, whilst ye were speaking unto me ; and the Lord
said unto me, I have heard the voice of the words of this

people, which they have spoken unto thee: they have done

well in all that they have spoken. 26. O that this their

heart might remain in them, to fear me, and to keep all

my commandments always, in order that it might be well

with them, and with their children for ever! 27. Go say

to them. Return you into your tents. 28. But as for thee,

remain thou here by me, and I will speak unto thee all the

commandments, and the statutes, and the judgments, which

thou shalt teach them, that they may do them in the land

which I give them to possess it. 2'J. Observe ye then to

do as the Lord your God hath commanded you: ye shall

not turn aside to the right or to ihe left. .30. Alto-

gether in the way, which the Lord your God hath com-

manded you, shall ye walk, in order that ye may live, and

that it may be well with you, and that ye may remain

many days in the land which ye will possess.
CHAP. VI.

, / , ; , ; ,
*;

^

1. And these are the commandments, the sta-

tutes, and the judgments, which the Lord your God hath

commanded to teach you, to do them in the land whither

ye are passing over to possess it : 2. In order that thou

recall the general tenor thereof to the people, the variation from the

text in Exodus xx. will readily explain itself; it is there the very word

of God ; here the chief is the teacher of what had been confided to

him.
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mayest fear the Lord thy God, to keep all his statutes and

his commandments, which I command thee, thou and thy

son, and thy son's son, all the days of thy life ; and that

thy days may be prolonged. 3. Hear, therefore, O Israel,

and observe to do them ; that it may be well with thee,

and that ye may increase mightily, as the Lord the God of

thy fathers hath spoken to thee, (in) the land that floweth

with milk and honey.*

4. Hear, O Israel : The Lord our God is the One Eternal

Being. 5. And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all

thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.

G. And these words which I command thee this day, shall

be in thy heart: 7. And thou shalt teach them diligently

unto thy children, and shalt speak of them when thou

sittest in thy house, and when thou walkest by the way,

and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. 8.

And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thy hand, and

they shall be as frontlets between thy eyes. 9. And thou

shalt write them upon the door-posts of thy house, and

upon thy gates.

10. And it shall be, when the Lord thy God shall have

brought thee into the land which he hath sworn unto thy

fathers, Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give unto

thee,* great and goodly cities, which thou didst not build,

IL And houses full of all good things, which thou didst

not fill, and wells hewed out which thou didst not hew,

vineyards and olive trees, which thou didst not plant; and

when thou shalt have eaten and be satisfied: 12. Then

beware that thou do not forget the Lord, who brought thee

forth out of the land of Egypt, from the house of slavery.

13. The Lord thy God shalt thou fear, and him shalt thou

» Here we must understand, " replete with."
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serve, and by his name shalt thou swear. 14. Ye^ shall not

go after other gods, of the gods of the nations which are

round about you ; 15. For the Lord thy God is a watchful*"

God among you ; so that the anger of the Lord thy God
may not be kindled against thee, and he destroy thee from

off the face of the earth.

16. Ye shall not tempt the Lord your God, as ye tempted

him in Massah. 17. Ye shall diligently keep the com-

mandments of the Lord your God, and his testimonies,

and his statutes, which he hath commanded thee. 18. And
thou shalt do that which is right and good in the sight of

the Lord: in order that it may be well with thee, and that

thou mayest go in and possess the good land which the

Lord has sworn unto thy fathers, 19. To cast out all thy

enemies from before thee, as the Lord hath spoken.

20. When thy son asketh thee in time'= to come, saying,

What mean the testimonies, and the statutes, and the pre-

scriptions, which the Lord our God hath commanded you?

21. Then shalt thou say unto thy son. We were bondmen

unto Pharaoh in Egypt; and the Lord brought us "out of

Egypt with a mighty hand : 22. And the Lord let come

signs and wonders, great and sore, upon Egypt, upon Pha-

raoh, and upon all his household, before our eyes; 23. And
us he brought out from there, in order to bring us in, to

give us the land which he had sworn unto our fathers. 24.

And the Lord commanded us to do all these statutes, to

fear the Lord our God, that it might be well with us always

;

^ As Moses addresses all the people of Israel, he occasionally era-

ploys the singular, they being but one body in his eyes, and again the

plural as they are composed of individuals. Hence the frequent changes

observable in the text.

^ One who sees iniquity and is ever ready to recompense it with

retribution.

«= Heb. *ino "to morrow," any time after to-day.
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26 DEUTERONOMY VI. VII. VAETCHANNAN.

and that he might preserve us alive, as it is at this day.

25. And it shall be accounted righteousness unto us, if we
observe to do all this commandment before the Lord our

God, as he hath commanded us.

1. When the Lord thy God doth bring thee

into the land whither thou goest to possess it,

and cast out many nations before thee, the Hitiites, and

the Girgashites, and the Amorites, and the Canaanites, and

the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusiles, seven

nations, greater and mightier than thou ; 2. And when the

Lord thy God giveth them before thee, and thou dost

smite them : thou shall utterly destroy them ; thou shalt not

make any covenant with them, nor show mercy unto them.

3. Neither shalt thou make marriages with them ; thy

daughter thou shalt not give unto his son, and his daughter

thou shalt not take unto thy son. 4. For he would turn

away thy son* from following me, so that they might serve

other gods: and the anger of the Lord would be kindled

against you, that he would destroy thee speedily. 5. But

thus shall ye do unto them ; their altars ye shall pull

down, and their statues ye shall break, and their groves ye

shall cut down, and their graven images ye shall burn

with fire. 6. For thou art an holy people unto the Lord

thy God ; of thee the Lord thy God hath made choice to

be unto himself a special nation, above all the nations that

are upon the face of the earth. 7. Not because ye are

more numerous than all the nations, did the Lord desire

you and make choice of you ; for ye are the fewest of all the

nations ; 8. But oti account of the love of the Lord for you,

and because he keepeth the oath which he hath sworn unto

your fathers, hath the Lord brought you out with a mighty

* Son stands here for t!ie entire people, therefore it is properly fol-

lowed by the plural in the next phrase.
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27 DEUTERONOMY VII. AYKEB.

hand, and redeemed you out of the house of bondmen, out

of the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.* 9. Know then

that the Eternal thy God, is the^ God, the faithful God, who
keepeth the covenant and the mercy with those that love him

and with those that keep his commandments to the thou-

sandth generation; 10. And repayeth those that hate him

to th&ir face,'' to destroy them : he will not delay to him that

hateth him, he will repay him to his face. 11. And keep

thou the commandment, and the statutes, and the ordi-

nances, which I command thee this day, to do them.

12. And it shall come to pass in reward for that
AYKEB.

, , , . V-
ye do hearken to these ordmances, and keep, and

do them, that the Lord thy God will keep unto thee the

covenant and the mercy which he hath sworn unto thy

fathers: 13. And he will love thee, and bless thee, and

multiply thee; and he will bless the fruit of thy womb, and

the fruit of thy land, thy corn, and thy wine, and thy oil,

the increase of thy cattle, and the droves of thy flocks, in

the land which he hath sworn unto thy fathers to give unto

thee. 14. Thou shalt be blessed above all the nations:

there shall not be a barren male or female among thee, or

among thy cattle. 15. And the Lord will take away from

thee all sickness, and all the evil diseases of Egypt, which

thou knowest, he will not put upon thee ; but will lay them

upon all them that hate thee. 16. And thou shalt consume

all the nations which the Lord thy God will give unto thee

;

thy eye shall have no pity upon them : and thou shalt not

serve their gods ; for that would be a snare unto thee.

* i. e. The one who is in truth God the Creator, the other deities

being false, powerless, imaginary beings, therefore not God. In this

sense must the definite article in this and other instances be under-

stood.

•> i. e. At once, promptly, so thit the guilt be expiated in the fourth

generation, whilst the rigliteousness of the fathers is remembered to

5*
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17. If thou shouldest say in thy heart, These nations

are more numerous than I ; how shall I be able to dispossess

them 1 18. Thou shalt not be afraid of them ; but shalt

"well remember what the Lokd thy God did unto Pharaoh,

and unto ail Egypt; 19. The great proofs^ which thy eyes

have seen, and the signs, and the wonders, and the mighty

hand, and the stretched out arm, whereby the Lord thy

God brought thee out : in this wise will the Lord thy God

do unto all the people of whom thou art afraid. 20. More-

over the hornet will the Lord thy God send among them,

until they that are left, and hide themselves from thee, be

destroyed. 21. Thou shalt not be affrighted at them; for

the Lord thy God is in the midst of thee, a mighty and

terrible God. 22. And the Lord thy God will chase out

these nations before thee little by little : thou shalt not be able

to make an end of them speedily, lest the beasts of the field

increase upon thee. 23. And the Lord thy God will give

them before thee, and he will bring among them a mighty

confusion, until they be destroyed. 24. And he will give

their kings into thy hand, and thou shalt destroy their name

from under heaven: there shall no man be able to stand

before thee, until thou have destroyed them. 25. The

graven images of their gods shall ye burn with fire: thou

shalt not desire the silver or gold that is on them, to take

it unto thee, lest thou be ensnared thereby ; for it is an

abomination to the Lord thy God. 26. And thou shalt

not bring an abomination into thy house, lest thou become

the tlioiisandth of their descendants.—lx:'w^S means " every one of

those who hate him."

^ Onkelos renders "wonders;" Mendelssohn, "temptations;" but

it appears to be as above iv. H-i, to denote the positive exhibitions of

God's power, or wonders sent as proofs of the truth of the prophetic

mission of Moses.
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accursed like it: thou shalt utterly detest it, and thou shalt

utterly abhor it ; for it is accursed.

1. All the commandments which I command
CHAP. VIII, ,,.,,„ , 1 • J

thee this day shall ye observe to do ; m order

that ye may live, and multiply, and go in and take posses-

sion of the land which the Lord hath sworn unto your

fathers. 2. And thou shalt remember all the way which

the Lord thy God led thee these forty years in the wilder-

ness, in order to humble thee, to prove thee, to know what

is in thy heart, whether thou wouldest keep his command-

ments, or not. 3. And he afflicted thee, and suffered thee

to hunger, and he gave thee manna to eat, which thou

knewest not, and which thy fathers had not known ; in order

that he might make thee know that man doth not live by

bread only, but by every thing that proceedeth out of the

mouth' of the Lord doth man live. 4. Thy garment did

not fall worn out from thee,'' and thy foot did not swell,

these forty years. 5. And thou shalt consider in thy heart,

that, as a man chasteneth his son,*" so doth the Lord thy

God chasten thee. 6. And thou shalt keep the command-
ments of the Lord thy God, to walk in his ways, and to

fear him. 7. For the Lord thy God bringeth thee into a

good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and

depths that spring out of valleys and hills; 8. A land of

wheat, and barley, and of the vine, and the fig tree, and

the pomegranate ; a land of the oil olive, and of honey

;

9. A land wherein thou shalt eat bread without scarceness,

* i. e. Whatever is produced by the will of God. God's word creates

:

hence every thing proceeds out of his mouth.
'' After Arnheim.
•^ The father punishes the son to correct him of some evil habit or

propensity ; in the same manner did the Lord punish the Israelites to

cure them of their sinfulness.
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30 DEUTERONOMY VIII, AYKEB.

wherein tbou shalt not lack any thing ; a land the stones

whereof are iron, and out of whose hills thou canst hew

copper. 10. And when thou hast eaten and art satisfied,

then thou shalt bless the Lord thy God for the good land

which he hath given thee.* II. Take^ heed unto thyself

that thou forget not the Lord thy God, so as not to keep

his commandments, and his ordinances, and his statutes,

which I command thee this day; 12. Lest when thou hast

eaten and art satisfied, and hast built goodly houses, and

dwelt therein; 13. And when thy herds and thy flocks

multiply, and thy silver and thy gold are multiplied, and all

that thou hast is multiplied : 14. Thy heart be then lifted

up, and thou forget the Lord thy God, who brought thee

forth out of the land of Egypt, from the house of slavery

;

15. Who hath led thee through the great and terrible wil-

derness, wherein are poisonous serpents, and scorpions, and

drought, where there is no water ; who hath brought thee

forth water out of the flinty rock ; 16. Who hath fed thee

in the wilderness with manna, which thy fathers knew not,

in order to humble thee, and in order to prove thee, to do

thee good at thy latter end ; 17. And thou say in thy heart.

My power and the strength of my hahd have gotten me
this wealth. 18. But thou shalt remember the Lord thy

God ; for it is he that giveth thee power to get wealth, in

order that he may fulfil his covenant which he hath sworn

unto thy fathers, as it is this day.

19. And it shall come to pass, that if thou shouldst forget

the Lord thy God, and walk after other gods, and serve

^ All from this verse to v. 17 inclusive, is one sentence, and must

be so understood : Moses warns the people not to imag-ine, after all

the dangers sliould be passed, that it was their strength which had

accomplished all, but to look upon their acquisitions as the gift of

God.
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them, and bow thyself down to them, I testify against you

this day that ye shall surely perish; 20. As the nations

which the Lord destroyeth before you, so shall ye perish

;

in recompense of that ye would not hearken unto the voice

of the Lord your God.

1. Hear, O Israel: Thou art to pass this day
CHAP. IX.

, T .
•

T •

over the Jordan, to go m to drive out nations

greater and mightier than thou, (to conquer) cities great

and fortified up to heaven, 2. A people great and tall, the

children of the Anakim, whom thou knowest, and of whom
thou hast heard say, Who can stand before the children of

Anak ! 3. Understand therefore this day, that the Lord

thy God it is who goeth over before thee, he is a consum-

ing fire; he will destroy them, and he will subdue them

before thy face; and thou wilt drive them out, and destroy

them quickly,* as the Lord hath spoken unto thee.* 4. Say

not thou in thy heart, when the Lord thy God doth cast

them out from before thee, as foUoweth, For my righteous-

ness hath the Lord brought me in to possess this land ; and

for the wickedness of these nations the Lord doth drive

them out from before thee. 5. Not for thy righteousness,

or for the uprightness of thy heart, dost thou go in to pos-

sess their land ; but for the wickedness of these nations

doth the Lord thy God drive them out from before thee, and

in order that he may perform the word which the Lord hath

sworn unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.

6. And thou shall know, that not for thy righteousness doth

the Lord thy God give thee this good land to possess it ; for

* This is no contradiction to vii. 22 ; for there it merely says that

the conquest shall be gradual ; here that, though it take place in this

way, it would still be in less time than the Israelites, from their

unprepared state to cope with their enemies, could rationally expect.
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thou art a stiff-necked people. 7. Remember,^ do not forget,

how thou hast provoked the Lord thy God to wrath in the

wilderness: from the day that thou wentest out of the land

of Egypt, until ye came unto this place, ye have been re-

bellious against the Lord. 8. Also at Horeb ye provoked

the Lord to wrath, so that the Lord was angry with you

to destroy you. 9. When I was gone up into the mount

to receive the tables of stone, the tables of the covenant

which the Lord had made with you, and I abode on the

mount forty days and forty nights, bread I did not eat, and

water I did not drink. 10. And the Lord gave unto me
the two tables of stone inscribed by the finger of God ; and

on them (was written) according to all the words, which

the Lord had spoken with you on the mount out of the midst

of the fire on the day of the assembly. H. And it came to

pass at the end of forty days and forty nights, that the

Lord gave me the two tables of stone, the tables of the

covenant. 12. And the Lord said unto me, Arise, get thee

down quickly from here; for thy people which thou hast

brought forth out of Egypt have become corrupted ; they

are quickly turned aside out of the way which I have com-

manded them ; they have made themselves a molten image.

13. And the Lord said unto me, thus, I have seen this people,

and, behold, it is a stiff-necked people : 14. Let me alone,

and I will destroy them, and blot out their name from under

the heavens; and I will make of thee a nation mightier

and more numerous than they. 15. And I turned and

came down from the mount, and the mount was burning

with fire: and the two tables of the covenant were upon

^ Since men are so apt to imagine all they receive as justly their

due, the prophet here impresses upon the people, that they had de-

served punishment, not the great mercy which was and would be

shown them.
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my two hands. 16. And I looked, and, behold, ye had

sinned against the Lord your God, ye had made yourselves

a molten calf: ye had turned aside quickly out of the way
which the Lord had commanded you. 17. And I look

hold of the two tables, and cast them out of my two hands,

and I broke them before your eyes. 18. And I threw my-

self down before the Lord, as at the first, forty days and

forty nights ; bread I did not eat, and water I did not drink

;

on account of all your sins which ye had committed, in

doing what is evil in the eyes of the Lord, to provoke him to

anger. 19. For I was afraid of the anger and the indigna-

tion, wherewith the Lord was wroth against you to destroy

you ; but the Lord hearkened unto me also at that time.

20. And with Aaron was the Lord very angry to destroy

him: and I prayed also for Aaron at the same time. 21.

And your work of sin, which ye had made, the calf, I took

and burnt it in fire, and stamped it, grinding it very small,

until it was as fine as dust J and I cast the dust thereof into

the brook that descendeth from the mount. 22. And at

Taberah, and at Massah and at Kibroth-hattaavah,^ have

ye been provoking the Lord to wrath. 23. And when the

Lord sent you from Kadesh-barnea,'' saying. Go up and

take possession of the land which I have given you: then

rebelled ye against the order of the Lord your God, and

ye believed not in him, and ye hearkened not to his voice.

24. Rebellious have ye been against the Lord from the day

that I have known you. 25. And I threw myself down

* *' The graves of the desire," so called because those perished there

who had desired and demanded flesh to eat.

*• Although Moses had already spoken of the rebellion upon the oc-

casion of the spies, he sums up here this event also as a connected por-

tion of their series of obdurate sinning.

a*
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before the Lord the forty days and forty nights, which I

threw myself down ; because the Lord had said that he

would destroy you. 26. And I prayed unto the Lord, and

said,^ O Lord Eternal, destroy not thy people and thy

heritage, which thou hast redeemed through thy greatness,

which thou hast brought forth out of Egypt with a mighty

hand. 27. Think of thy servants, of Abraham, of Isaac,

and of Jacob ; turn not unto the stubbornness of this people,

nor to its wickedness, nor to its sin : 28. Lest (the inhabi-

tants of) the land whence thou hast brought us out say,

Out of want of ability in the Lord to bring them into the

land which he had promised them, and out of his hatred

to them hath he brought them out to slay them in the

wilderness. 29. Whereas they are thy people and thy

heritage, whom thou hast brought out by thy mighty

power and by thy outstretched arm.*

L At that time the Lord said unto me, Hew
CHAP X

thee two tables of stone like unto the first, and

come up unto me into the mount, and make thyself an ark

of wood. 2. And I will write on the tables the words that

were on the first tables which thou hast broken, and thou

shah put them in the ark. 3. And I made an ark of shittim

wood, and hewed two tables of stone like unto the first;

and I went up into the mount, with the two tables in my
hand. 4. And he wrote on the tables, like the first writing,

the ten commandments, which the Lord had spoken unto

you on the mount out of the midst of the fire on the day

of the assembly : and the Lord gave them unto me. 5. And

* As was said above with the ten commandments, so it is here,

Moses gives merely the substance of what occurred, and confines him-

self not to the exact words which were spoken. His object is to

condense and occasionally to add some particulars not before dwelt

upon.
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I turned myself and came down from the mount, and put

the tables in the ark which I had made; and they have re-

mained there, as the Lord had commanded me. 6. And

the children of Israel took their journey from the wells of

the children of Yaakan to Mosera: there* Aaron died, and

he was buried there ; and Elazar his son became priest in

his stead. 7. From there they journeyed unto Gudgodah;

and from Gudgodah to Yotbath, a land of rivers of waters.

8. At that time^ did the Lord separate the tribe of Levi, to

bear the ark of the covenant of the Lord, to stand before

the Lord to minister unto him, and to bless in his name,

unto this day. 9. Therefore was not assigned unto Levi

any part or inheritance with his brethren ; the Lord is his

inheritance, as the Lord thy God hath spoken to him. 10.

And I stayed on the mount, like the first days, forty days

and forty nights ; and the Lord hearkened unto me also at

that time, the Lord would not destroy thee. IL And the

Lord said unto me, Arise, go on the journey before the

people, that they may go in and take possession of the

land, w^hich I have sworn unto their fathers to give unto

them.*

12. And now, Israel, what doth the Lord thy God re-

quire of thee but to fear the Lord thy God, to walk in all

his ways, and to love him, and to serve the Lord thy God
with all thy heart and with all thy soul, 13. To keep the

commandments of the Lord, and his statutes, which I

command thee this day for thy own good? 14. Behold,

the heavens and the heavens of heavens belong to the

^ This verse is thus explained by Aben Ezra : above it is said that

Moses prayed also for Aaron ; and he did not die then, but at the end of

forty years. The places mentioned here are either divisions of Mount

Hor, or neighbouring' places thereto. The former opinion is probably

most correct.

'' At the time first mentioned, when the golden calf was made.
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Lord thy God, and the earth with all that is thereon. 15.

Yet only in my fathers had the Lord delight, to love them

;

he chose, therefore, their seed after them, namely you, from

all the nations, as it is this day. 16. Remove'' therefore the

obduracy of your heart, and be no more stiff-necked. 17.

For the Lord your God is the God of gods, and the Lord

of lords, the great, mighty, and terrible God, who hath no

regard to persons, and taketh no bribe: 18. Who executeth

justice for the fatherless and the widow, and loveth the

stranger, to give him food and raiment. 19. Love ye then

the stranger: for ye have been strangers in the land of

Egypt. 20, The Lord thy God shalt thou fear; him shalt

thou serve, and to him shalt thou cleave, and by his name

shalt thou swear. 21. He is thy praise, and he is thy God,

who hath done for thee these great and fearful things,

which thy own eyes have seen. 22. With seventy persons

did thy fathers go down into Egypt; and now the Lord

thy God hath made thee like the stars of heaven in multi-

tude. 1. Thou shalt therefore love the Lord
CHAP. XL , ^ , , ,

... ...
thy God, and keep his charge, and his statutes,

and his ordinances, and his commandments, all the days.

2. And know ye this day, that (} speak) not with your

children who have not known, and who have not seen the

chastisement of the Lord your God, his greatness, his

strong hand, and his outstretched arm; 3, And his signs,

and his acts, which he displayed in the midst of Egypt

unto Pharaoh the king of Egypt, and unto all his land;

^ The phrase employed in the Flebrew is so peculiarly idiomatic,

that it has been freely rendered more so than has hitherto been done

in this version. Whatever is odious among the Israelites is called

" uncircunicised ;"' hence to convert the heart, to be no longer dis-

obedient, is called " circumcising the heart."
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4. And what he did unto the army of Egypt, unto its

horses, and to its chariots ; over whonn he caused the water

of the Red Sea to flow as they pursued after you, and

whom the Lord destroyed unto* this day ; 5. And what
he did unto you in the wilderness, until ye came unto this

place; 6. And what he did unto Dathan and Abiram, the

sons of Eliab, the son of Reuben : how the earth opened

her mouth, and swallowed them up, and their households,

and their tents, and all the living substance that followed

them, in the midst of all Israel : 7. But'' it is your eyes

which have seen all the great acts of the Lord which he

hath done. 8. Ye shall therefore keep all the command-
ments which I command you this day, that ye may be

strong, and go in and take possession of the land, whither

ye go over to possess it ; 9. And in order that ye may
live many days in the land, which the Lord hath sworn

unto your fathers to give unto them and to their seed, a

land flowing with milk and honey.*

10. For the land, whither thou goest in to possess it, is

not like the land of Egypt, from where ye came out, where

thou sowest thy seed, and waterest it with thy foot,"^ as a

garden of herbs; IL But the land, whither ye go over to

possess it, is a land of hills and valleys, from the rain of

heaven doth it drink water : 12. A land which the Lord
thy God careth for ; always are the eyes of the Lord thy

God upon it, from the beginning of the year even unto the

end of the year.

* Mendelssohn renders freely :
" And the Lord destroyed them to

such a degree, that none of them is to be seen any more." ft appears,

however, that the phrase is merely the strong affirmative frequently

used by Moses.

b With this verse ends the sentence commenced with v. 2.

"= " In Egypt it was necessary to bring water from the Nile on foot,"

(hence the expression in the verse,) " and to water it, like the vege-

VOL. V. 7
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13. And it shall come to pass, that, if ye will hearken

diligently unto my commandments which I command you

this day, to love the Lord your God, and to serve him with

all your heart and with all your soul, 14. Then will I

send rain for your land in its due season, the first rain and

the latter rain, that thou mayest gather in thy corn, and

thy wine, and thy oil. 15. And I will give grass in thy

field for thy cattle, and thou shalt eat and be satisfied. 16.

Take heed to yourselves, lest your heart be deceived, -and

ye turn aside, and serve other gods, and worship them

;

17. For then the Lord's wrath will be kindled against you,

and he will shut up the heavens that there be no rain, and

the land will not yield her fruit; and ye shall perish quickly

from off the goodly land which the Lord giveth you. 18.

Therefore shall ye lay up these my words in your heart

and in your soul, and bind them for a sign upon your hand,

and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 19. And
ye shall teach them to your children, speaking of them

when thou sittest in thy house, and when thou walkest by

the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest

up. 20. And thou shalt write them upon the door-posts of

thy house, and upon thy gates. 21. In order that your

days may be multiplied, and the days of your children, in

the land which the Lord swore unto your fathers to give

them, as the days of the heavens over the earth.'*

22. For if ye will diligently keep all this commandment
which I command you, in order to do it, to love the Lord

your God, to walk in all his ways, and to cleave unto him :

table garden which has not enough from the rain of heaven."

—

Rashi.

May it not allude also to the water-wheels used in the East for pur-

poses of irrigation, which are worked by treading upon thera, in the

manner of a tread-mill? In this view the foot actually does the

watering.

' i. e. Whilst the sky is visible over the earth, or always.
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23. Then will the Lord drive out all these nations from

before you, and ye shall supplant nations greater and

mightier than yourselves. 24. Every place whereon the

sole of your foot may tread shall be yours : from the wil-

derness and the Lebanon, from the river, the river Eu-

phrates, even unto the Western Sea^ shall be your boundary.

25. There shall no man be able to stand before you : the

fear of you and the dread of you will the Lord your God
lay upon all the land which ye may tread upon, as he hath

spoken unto you.

26. Behold, I lay before you this day a bless-
REAY. .

^ J J J

ing and a curse; 27. The blessing, if ye will

hearken unto the commandments of the Lord your God,

which I command you this day : 28. And the curse, if ye

will not hearken unto the commandments of the Lord your

God, and ye turn aside out of the way which I command
you this day, to go after other gods, which ye know not.

29. And it shall come to pass, when the Lord thy God
shall have brought thee in unto the land whither thou goest

to possess it, that thou shalt put the blessing'' upon Mount

Gerizzim, and the curse upon Mount Ebal. 30. Behold

they are on the other side of the Jordan, far away in the

direction of the going down of the sun, in the land of the

Canaanites, who dwell in the plain, opposite Gilgal, near

the grove of Moreh. 31. For ye are about to pass over

the Jordan to go in to take possession of the land which

the Lord your God giveth you, and ye will possess it, and

* The Mediterranean Sea, which is at the west of Palestine ; also

in reference to the Sea of Kinnereth, which is at the east, |1"ln^' is in

this sense opposed to jioin, " west" and " east," not " last" and " first."

After Aknheim.
*> The manner of doing this will be found farther explained in

chap, xxvii.

7*
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40 DEUTERONOMY XI. XII. REAY.

dwell therein. 32. And ye shall observe to do all the

statutes and ordinances which I set before you this day.

1. These are the statutes and ordinances,
CHAP XII

which ye shall observe to do, in the land

which the Lord the God of thy fathers giveth thee to pos-

sess it, all the days that ye live upon the earth. 2. Ye shall

utterly destroy all the places whereon the nations which

ye are about to drive out served their gods, upon the high

mountains, and upon the hills, and under every green tree

:

3. And ye shall pull down their altars, and break their

pillars, and their groves ye shall burn with fire ; and the

graven images of their gods ye shall hew down, and ye

shall destroy their names out of the same place. 4. Ye
shall not do so* unto the Lord your God. 5. But unto the

place which the Lord your God may choose out of all

your tribes to put his name there, even unto his habitation

shall ye repair, and thither shalt thou come : 6. And ye

shall bring thither your burnt offerings, and your sacri-

fices, and your tithes, and the heave offerings of your

hand, and your vows, and your freewill offerings, and

the firstborn of your herds and of your flocks : 7. And ye

shall eat there before the Lord your God, and ye shall

rejoice with all the acquisition of your hand, ye and

your households, wherewith the Lord thy God may have

blessed thee. 8. Ye shall not do after all the manner that

we do here this day, every one whatsoever is right in his

own eyes. 9. For ye are not as yet come to the rest and

» " Ye shall not sacrifice unto heaven in every place," &c.

—

Rashi.

This is another energetic prohibition to follow the heathen practices.

On every promontory, hill, or remarkable place, temples and statues

were erected ; and to this day similar customs prevail among the

gentiles; but not so should Israel do: they were one people; they had
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41 DEUTERONOMY XII. REAY.

to the inheritance, which the Lord your God giveth you.

10. But ye will go over the Jordan, and dwell in the land

which the Lord your God causeth you to inherit, and he

will give you rest from all your enemies round about so

that ye may dwell in safety.* IL Then shall it be that

the place which the Lord your God shall choose to cause

his name to dwell there,—(even) thither shall ye bring all

that I command you; your burnt offerings, and your sacri-

fices, your tithes, and the heave offering of your hand, and

all your choice vows which ye may vow unto the Lord :

12. And ye shall rejoice before the Lord your God, ye, and

your sons, and your daughters, and your men-servants, and

your maid-servants, and the Levite who is within your

gates ; because he hath not any part or inheritance with

you. 13. Take heed to thyself that thou offer not thy

burnt offerings in every place which thou mayest see ; 14.

But in the place which the Lord will choose in one of thy

tribes, there shalt thou offer thy burnt offerings, and there

shalt thou do all that I command thee. 15. Notwithstand-

ing in whatsoever thy soul desireth thou mayest kill and

eat flesh, according to the blessing of the Lord thy God
which he hath given thee, in all thy gates : the unclean and

the clean may eat thereof, as of the roebuck, and as of the

hart. 16, Only the blood shall ye not eat; upon the earth

shall ye pour it as water. 17. Thou mayest not eat within

thy gates the tithe of thy corn, or of thy wine, or of thy

oil, nor the firstborn of thy herds or of thy flock, nor any of

thy vows which thou vowest, nor thy freewill offerings,

and the heave offering of thy hand; 18. But before the

Lord thy God must thou eat them in the place which the

but one God ; they needed no mediator, so they should have but one

temple, one altar.
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Lord thy God may choose, thou, and thy son, and thy

daughter, and thy man-servant, and thy maid-servant, and

the Levite who is within thy gates ; and thou shalt rejoice

before the Lord thy God with all the acquisition of thy

hand. 19. Take heed to thyself that thou forsake not the

Levite as long as thou livest* upon thy land.

20. When the Lord thy God will enlarge thy border, as

he' hath spoken unto thee, and thou dost say, I wish to eat

flesh, because thy soul longeth to eat flesh : then mayest

thou, according to all the desire of thy soul, eat flesh. 2L
If the place which the Lord thy God may choose to put

his name there be too far from thee : then mayest thou kill

of thy herd^ and of thy flock, which the Lord hath given

thee, as I have commanded thee; and thou shalt eat in thy

gates according to all the desire of thy soul. 22. But as

the roebuck and the hart are eaten, so shalt thou eat the

same: the unclean and the clean may eat thereof together.

23. Thou must however strongly take care so as not to eat

the blood : for the blood is the life ; and thou shalt not eat

the life Math the flesh. 24. Thou shalt not eat it ; upon the

earth shalt thou pour it like water. 25. Thou shalt not

eat it ; in order that it may go well with thee, and with thy

children after thee, when thou wilt do what is right in the

eyes of the Lord. 26. Nevertheless thy holy things which

thou mayest have, and thy vows, thou shalt take, and go

unto the place which the Lord may choose: 27. And
thou shalt ofl^er thy burnt offerings, the flesh and the blood,

upon the altar of the Lord thy God : and the blood of thy

sacrifices shall be poured out upon the altar of the Lord

* In this and in v. 15, permission is granted to kill animals for food,

beyond the precincts of the temple, prohibited during the journey on

the desert. (Lev. xvii. 3, 4.) Of such killing, the clean and unclean

may eat together. Verse 26 again enjoins that whatever has been

sanctified, must nevertheless be brought to the altar.
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thy God, and the flesh thou shall eat. 28. Observe and

hear all these words which I command thee, in order

that it may go well with thee, and with thy children after

thee for ever, when thou wilt do what is good and right in

the eyes of the Lord thy God.*

29. When the Lord thy God will cut off the nations,

whither thou goest to dispossess them from before thee,

and thou succeedest them, and dwellest in their land: 30.

Take heed to thyself that thou be not snared by following

them, after that they be destroyed from before thee; and

that thou inquire not after their gods, saying. How did

these nations serve their gods? even so will I do likewise.

3L Thou shalt not do so unto the Lord thy God ; for every

abomination* to the Loud, which he hateth, have they done

unto their gods ; for even their sons and their daughters

have they burnt in the fire to their gods. 1. What thing

soever I command you, even that shall ye

observe to do : thou shalt not add thereto,

and thou shalt not diminish from it.

2. If there arise in the midst of thee a prophet, or a

dreamer of dreams, and he giveth thee a sign or a token,

3. And the sign or the token come to pass, whereof he

spoke unto thee, saying, Let us go after other gods, which

thou dost not know, and let us serve them : 4. Then shalt

thou not hearken unto the words of that prophet, or unto

that dreamer of dreams; for the Lord your God proveth

* Inasmuch as the worship of the heathens presented so many abomi-

nations, the Israelites are here prohibited from copying any of their

customs in this respect ; only that which God commanded could be

lawfully considered divine Avorship, and no addition, however elegant,

could be tolerated. The next verse, therefore, follows properly as a

farther exposition.

VOL. V. 8
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you, to know whether ye indeed lov^^ the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul. 5. After the

Lord your God shall ye walk, and him shall ye fear, and

his commandments ye shall keep, and his voice ye shall

obey, and him shall ye serve, and unto him shall ye cleave.

6. And that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams, shall be

put to death ; because he hath spoken revolt against the

Lord your God, who hath brought you out of the land of

Egypt, and who hath redeemed you out of the house of

bondmen, to mislead thee from the way which the Lord

thy God commanded thee to walk therein ; and thou shall

put the evil away from the midst of thee.

7. If thy brother, the son of thy mother, or thy son, or

thy daughter, or the wife of thy bosom, or thy friend, who
is (dear to thee) as thy own soul, should entice thee, se-

cretly, saying, Let us go and serve other gods, which thou

dost not know, neither thou, nor thy fathers; 8. Some of

the gods of the nations which are round about you, that

are nigh unto thee, or that are far off from thee, from the

one end of the earth even unto the other end of the earth

:

9. Thou shalt not consent unto him, nor shalt thou hearken

unto him ; nor shall thy eye have pity on him, nor shalt

thou spare, nor shalt thou conceal him ; 10. But thou

shalt surely kill him ; thy hand shall be first upon him to

put him to death, and the hand of all the people after-

wards. 11. And thou shalt stone him with stones, that he

die ; because he hath sought to mislead thee from the Lord

thy God, who hath brought thee out of the land of Egypt,

from the house of bondmen. 12. And all Israel shall hear,

* The divine legislation is the standard of truth; consequently no

miracle, should such be wrought, can be considered as an evidence of

divine mission, if it contradict the law. The will of God is expressed

in his revelation, and he is no man that he should change.
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and they shall be afraid, and they shall do no more any

such wicked deed as this is in the midst of thee.

13. If thou shouldest hear in one of thy cities, which the

Lord thy God hath given thee to dwell there, saying, 14.

There have gone forth men, children of worthlessness,''

from the midst of thee, and have misled the inhabitants of

their city, saying, Let us go and serve other gods, which

ye have not known : 15. Then shalt thou inquire, and

make search, and ask diligently ; and, behold, it is true,

the thing certain, such abomination hath been wrought in

the midst of thee : 16. Then shalt thou smite to death the

inhabitants of that city with the edge of the sword, devo-

ting it utterly, and all that is therein, and the cattle thereof,

to the edge of the sword. 17. And all its spoil shalt thou

gather into the midst of the street thereof, and thou shalt

burn with fire the city, and all its spoil entirely, unto the

Lord thy God : and it shall be a ruinous heap for ever ; it

shall not be built again. 18. And there shall not cleave to

thy hand aught of the devoted things : in order that the Lord
may turn from the fierceness of his anger, and grant thee

mercy, and have mercy upon thee, and multiply thee, as

he hath sworn unto thy fathers ; 19. When thou dost

hearken to the voice of the Lord thy God, to keep all his

commandments which I command thee this day, to do

what is right in the eyes of the Lord thy God.*

_,„ . „ vT^T !• Ye are the children of the Lord your God

:

ye shall not cut yourselves, nor make any

baldness between your eyes for the dead. 2. For a holy

people art thou unto the Lord thy God, and the Lord hath

made choice of thee to be unto himself a peculiar people,

above all the nations that are upon the face of the earth.

* h)p 'Si " without yoke, who have thrown off the yoke of Heaven."

Rashi.

8*
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3. Thou shalt not eat any abominable thing. 4. These

are the beasts which ye may eat : the ox, the sheep, and

the goat, 5. The hart, and the roebuck, and the fallow

deer, and the chamois, and the gazelle, and the wild ox,

and the antelope. 6. And every beast that hath parted

hoofs, and whose feet are cleft into two claws, and cheweth

the cud among the beasts—that alone may ye eat. 7.

Nevertheless these ye shall not eat of those that chew the

cud, and of those that possess the cloven hoof: the camel,

and the hare, and the coney ; for they chew the cud, but

divide not the hoof; unclean are they unto you; 8. And
the swine, because it divideth the hoof, yet cheweth not

the cud, it is unclean unto you ; of their flesh ye shall not

eat, and their dead carcass ye shall not touch.

9. This may ye eat of all that is in the waters : all that

hath fins and scales may ye eat; 10. And whatsoever

hath not fins and scales ye shall not eat ; it is unclean unto

you.

11. All clean birds ye may eat. 12. But these are

they which ye shall not eat of them : the eagle, and the

ossifrage, and the osprey, 13. And the glede, and the

kite, and the vulture after his kind, 14. And every raven

after his kind, 15. And the ostrich, and the night-hawk,

and the cuckoo, and the hawk after his kind, 16. The
little owl, and the great owl, and the swan,' 17. And the

pelican, and the gier eagle, and the cormorant, 18. And
the stork, and the heron after his kind, and the lapwing,

* "The bat," according to Rashi and Mendelssohn. Although

this word has been left unchanged from the English version, it is not

probable that the rendering " swan" is correct ; the word no^Jn being

also applied among the creeping animals as synonymous with " mole,"

consequently used here most probably to denote the flying specie.^,

" the bat."
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and the bat.^ 19. And every winged insect is unclean

unto you : it shall not be eaten. 20. All clean fowls may
ye eat. 21. Ye shall not eat any thing that dieth of itself:

unto the stranger that is in thy gates shall thou give it,

that he may eat it ; or thou mayest sell it unto an alien

:

for thou art a holy people unto the Lord thy God ; thou

shalt not seethe a kid in the milk of its mother.*

22. Thou shalt truly tithe all the produce ofthy seed, which

the field bringeth forth year by year. 23. And thou shalt eat

before the Lord thy God, in the place which he will choose

to cause his name to dwell there, the tithe of thy corn, of

thy wine, and of thy oil, and the first-born of thy herds and

of thy flocks ; in order that thou mayest learn to fear the

Lord thy God all the days. 24. And if the way be too

long for thee, so that thou art not able to carry it ; because

the place is too far from thee, which the Lord thy God
will choose to set his name there, because the Lord thy

God will bless thee : 25. Then shalt thou turn it into

money, and bind up the money in thy hand, and shalt go

unto the place which the Lord thy God will choose ; 20.

And thou shalt lay out that money for whatsoever thy soul

desireth, for oxen, or for sheep, or for wine, or for strong

drink, or for whatsoever thy soul asketh for ; and thou

shalt eat it there before the Lord thy God, and thou shalt

rejoice, thou, and thy household. 27. And the Levite,

who is within thy gates, him thou shalt not forsake ; for

he hath no part nor inheritance with thee.

28. At the end of three years thou shalt bring forth all

the tithe of thy produce in the same year, and thou shalt

lay it up within thy gates : 29. And then shall come the

• "The swallow," Mendelssohn, who singularly enough, doubt-

lessly by an oversight in transcribing, renders this word in Levit. xi.

19, with " Wiedehopf," English " pewet" or "lapwing," "hoopoe."



t;?DS !i;^::i!/i JiSrjiVi ^n;;::'3 iz'i^ riiit^h^An^
} -<- I rt" T : I : IT : ) v'^t ; • Jv -: t t ; - it ;

_,.. _ »^

—

y ^ ^ . . _ J- : V ; IT • :

jrjn HD-in-nN* : nin»S ntsDLJ^ Nnp-o vriN* 3
rt

• V : T - V IT 1- VT • : ;t| T I-
• T

I V T T T : I : viT : )<•• r r i fy :• 1. 1 : V : !• /

•
J -c IT : • : VT-.i- ;): I i- ) v v: jt : v -:

"-: 1- < : •
I rt'-" v; jt : | v : "^ - : • '^- j t

: Dvn ^iVD oiv ntr'N n^in ni^:»n-S3-nK
I
- v|: ~ : J- IT /.•-: - jt : • - r

r)tD^};n) riS-nni ntj^'ND riD"i3 ^^HSn* nin'-»3 e
T : -1:1-: I^t v • w -:i- I : -f ) v v: <t : r

J. : T : - |T -: i- J x - : • - j-

-n^'N* ^vi*^? ^i^^ "^j^I^!^? ^^Vi^ "^V-^?. P'??

kSi ^nnS-nx rxDNn nS tiS rhj !^»liS^< nin»
< : ) ; IT : V I J- - : s I^t I J •

) iv v: JT :

nnsn nhQ-o : rVDN*n ^'hnd ^hi^-riiS Vspn 8
J- • -IT r I I : V IT I V T I" I :jt v | ) : •

;v -: : - •< V • *=: I- •'=-: i- : ^ U :it

I ; IT :
^' T T jv

:

)• I V | : v jt •
i (.- : V

T • : - J- : ^ - ... - _ : j^ :iiT '^- • :



48 DEUTERONOMY XIV. XV. REAY.

Levite, because he hath no part nor inheritance with thee,

with the stranger, and the fatherless, and the widow, that

are within thy gates, and they shall eat and be satisfied

;

in order that the Lord thy God may bless thee in all the

work of thy hand which thou doest.*

^TTiT, XTTT !• At the end of (every) seven years thou
CHAP. XV. ^ .,,..,

shall make a release. 2. And this is the

manner of the release : Every creditor shall release the

loan which he hath lent to his neighbour ; he shall not

exact it of his neighbour, or of his brother ; because the

release year in honour of the Lord hath been proclaimed.

3. Of a foreigner thou mayest exact (payment) ; but that

which is thine with thy brother thy hand shall release. 4.

Although* indeed there should be no needy man among
thee ; for the Lord will greatly bless thee in the land

which the Loud thy God giveth thee for an inheritance to

possess it : 5. Yet only if thou dost carefully hearken unto

the voice of the Lord thy God, to observe to do all these

commandments which I command thee this day. 6. For

the Lord thy God blesseth thee, as he hath spoken unto

thee ; and thou shalt lend unto many nations, but thou shalt

not borrow ; and thou shalt reign over many nations, but

over thee they shall not reign.

7. If there be among thee a needy man of one of thy

brethren within any of thy gates in thy land which the

Lord thy God giveth thee : thou shalt not harden thy

heart, nor shut thy hand from thy needy brother. 8. But

thou shalt open wide thy hand unto him, and shalt surely

lend him sufficient for his need, which his want requireth.

9. Beware that there be not a wicked thought in thy heart,

saying, The seventh year, the year of release, is at hand ;

^ This verse has been rendered accordin"' to Mendelssohn.
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and thy eye thus be evil against thy needy brother, so that

thou wouldst give him nought ; and if he cry against thee

unto the Lord, it will be sin in thee. 10. Thou shalt surely

give him, and thy heart shall not be grieved when thou

givest unto him ; for because of this thing the Lord thy

God will bless thee in all thy works, and in all the acquisi-

tion of thy hand. H. For the needy will never cease

out of the land ; therefore do I command thee, saying,

Thou shalt open wide thy hand unto thy brother, to thy

poor, and to thy needy, in thy land.

12. If thy brother, the Hebrew, or a Hebrew woman,
be sold unto thee, he shall serve thee six years ; and in the

seventh year thou shalt let him go free from thee. 13.

And when thou lettest him go out free from thee, thou shalt

not let him go away empty : 14. Thou shalt furnish him

liberally out of thy flock, and out of thy threshing-floor,

and out of thy wine-press ; wherewith the Lord thy God
hath blessed thee, that shalt thou give unto him. 15. And
thou shalt remember that thou wast a bondman in the land

of Egypt, and that the Lord thy God hath redeemed thee

;

therefore I command thee this thing to-day. 16. And it

shall be, if he say unto thee, I will not go away from thee;

because he joveth thee and thy house, because he is well

with thee : 17. Then shalt thou take an awl, and thrust

it through his ear unto the door, and he shall be unto thee

a servant for ever ;* and also unto thy maid-servant shalt

thou do likewise. 18. It shall not seem hard unto thee,

when thou sendest him away free from thee, that for

double the wages of a hired servant he hath served thee six

years ; and the Lord thy God will bless thee in all that

thou dost.*

19. All the first-born males tiiat come of thy herd and

* i. e. Till t'ie jubilee, when all servitude terminates.

VOL. V. 9
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of thy flock thou shalt sanctify unto the Lord thy God

:

thou shalt do no work with the first-born of thy bullock,

and not shear the first-born of thy sheep. 20. Before the

Lord thy God shalt thou eat it year by year, in the place

which the Lord will choose, thou with thy household. 21.

And if there be any bleniish thereon, if it be lame, or blind,

or have any (other) ill blemish, thou shalt not sacrifice it

unto the Lord thy God. 22. Within thy gates thou shalt

eat it: the unclean and the clean together, as the roebuck,

and as the hart. 23. Only the blood thereof thou shalt not

eat ; upon the ground shalt thou pour it out as water.

_„.„ ^.^^ 1. Observe the month of Abib,* and keep theIT 1 /^
passover unto the Lord thy God ; for in the

month of A bib did the Lord thy God bring thee forth out

of Egypt by night. 2. And thou shalt sacrifice the pass-

over offering unto the Lord thy God, sheep and oxen, in

the place which the Lord will choose to let his name
dwell there. 3. Thou shalt not eat therewith any lea-

vened bread ; seven days shalt thou eat therewith unlea-

vened bread, the bread of affliction ; for in haste thou

earnest forth out of the land of Egypt; in order that thou

mayest remember the day of thy coming forth out of the

land of Egypt all the days of thy life. 4. And there shall

not be seen with thee any leaven in all thy borders seven

days ; neither shall there any of the flesh, which thou sa-

crificedst at even on the first day, remain all night until the

morning. 5. Thou mayest not slay the passover within

any of thy gates, which the Lord thy God giveth thee

;

6. But at the place which the Lord thy God will choose

to let his name dwell (there), there shalt thou slay the

passover at even, at the going down of the sun, at the

season that thou camest forth out of Egypt. 7. And thou

* i. e. The ripening of the grain.
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shall roast^ and eat it in the place which the Lord thy God

will choose; and thou shalt turn in the morning, and go

unto thy tents. 8. Six days thou shalt eat unleavened

bread ; and on the seventh day shall be a solemn assembly

to the Lord thy God : thou shalt do no work.

9. Seven weeks shalt thou number unto thyself: from the

time thou beginnest to put the sickle to the corn, begin to

number seven weeks. 10. And thou shalt keep the feast

of weeks unto the Lord thy God with a tribute of a free-

will offering of thy hand, which thou shalt give, according

as the Lord thy God hath blessed thee. H. And thou

shalt rejoice before the Lord thy God, thou, and thy son,

and thy daughter, and thy man-servant, and thy maid-r

servant, and the Levite that is within thy gates, and the

stranger, and the fatherless, and the widow, that are in the

midst of thee, in the place which the Lord thy God will

choose to let his name dwell there. 12. And thou shalt

remember that thou wast a bondman in Egypt : and thou

shalt observe and do these statutes.*

13. The feast of tabernacles shalt thou hold for thyself

seven days, when thou hast gathered in the produce of thy

threshing-floor and of thy wine-press: 14. And thou shalt

rejoice on thy feast, thou, and thy son, and thy daughter,

and thy man-servant, and thy maid-servant, and the Levite,

and the stranger, and the fatherless, and the widow, that

are within thy gates. 15. Seven days shalt thou keep a

solemn feast unto the Lord thy God in the place which

the Lord will choose ; because the Lord thy God will bless

thee in all thy product, and in all the work of thy hands,

and thou shalt only rejoice. 16. Three times in the year

shall every one of thy males appear before the Lord thy

» Heb. " Boil ;" but the preparation of the passover was by roasting.

9*
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God in the place which he will choose; on the feast of

unleavened bread, and on the feast of weeks, and on the

feast of tabernacles: and no one shall appear before the

Lord empty : 17. Every man according to what his hand

can give, according to the blessing of the Lord thy God
which he hath given thee.

SHOPHETIM.
^^" •^"'^g®^ ^"^ officers shalt thou appoint

unto thyself in all thy gates, which the

Lord thy God giveth thee, throughout thy tribes : and they

shall judge the people with a just judgment. 19. Thou
shalt not wrest judgment ; thou shalt not respect persons,

and thou shall not take a bribe ; for the bribe blindeth the

eyes of the wise, and pervertelh the words of the right-

eous. 20. Justice, only justice shalt thou pursue, in order

that thou mayest live, and retain possession of the land

which the Lord thy God givelh thee.

21. Thou shalt not plant unto thyself a grove, or any

tree, near the altar of the Lord thy God, which thou shalt

make^ unto thyself. 22. Neither shalt thou set thee up any

statue, which the Lord thy God hateth.

„„._, „,,-- 1. Thou shalt not sacrifice unto the Lord

thy God any bullock, or lamb, whereon there

is a blemish, any thing evil ; for it is an abomination unto

the Lord thy God.

2. If there be found in the midst of thee, within any one

of thy gates which the Lord thy God giveth thee, a man
or a woman, that doth the wickedness in the eyes of the

Lord thy God, to transgress his covenant, 3. And he hath

gone and served other gods, and worshipped them, either

the sun, or moon, or any of the host of heaven, which I

* It is probable that the single stones were erected by heathens for

altars to idols; hence the prohibition of them, and of all figures or

statues put up as monuments.
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have prohibited ; 4. And it be told thee, and thou hearest

of it : then slialt thou inquire diligently ; and, behold, if it

be true, the thing is certain, such abomination hath been

wrought in Israel: 5. Then shall thou bring forth that

man or that woman, who have committed this wicked

thing, unto thy gates, even that man or that woman, and

thou shalt stone them with stones till they die. 6. Upon

the evidence* of two witnesses, or of three witnesses, shall

he that is worthy of death be put to death ; he shall not be

put to death upon the evidence of one witness. 7. The

hands of the witnesses shall be first upon him to put him

to death, and the hands of all the people at the last ; and

thou shalt put the evil away from the midst of thee.

8. If a matter be unknown to thee for decision, between

blood and blood, between plea and plea, and between bodily

injury and injury, (or) matters of controversy within thy

gates : then shalt thou arise, and get thee up unto the place

which the Lord thy God will choose ; 9. And thou shalt

come unto the priests, the Levites, and unto the judge that

may be in those days, and thou shalt inquire, and they

shall inform thee of the sentence of the case: 10. And

thou shalt do according to the sentence, which they may

tell thee from that place which the Lord will choose, and

thou shalt observe to do according to all that they may
instruct thee: 11. According to the sentence of the law

which they may instruct thee, and according to the deci-

sion which they may say unto thee, shalt thou do : thou

shalt not decline from the sentence which they may tell

thee, to the right, or to the left. 12. And the man that

will act presumptuously, so as not to hearken unto the

priest that standeth to minister there before the Lord thy

God, or unto the judge, even that man shall die : and thou

» Heb. " Mouth."
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shalt put away the evil from Israel. 13. And all the people

shall hear, and be afraid, and do no more presumptuously.*

14. When thou art come unto the land which the Lord

thy God giveth thee, and thou hast taken possession of it,

and dwellest therein, and thou sayest, I wish to set a king

over me, like all the nations that are round about me : 15.

Then mayest thou set a king over thee, the one whom the

Lord thy God will choose ; (but) from the midst of thy

brethren shalt thou set a king over thee ; thou mayest not

set over thee a stranger, who is not thy brother. 16. Only

he shall not acquire many horses to himself, so that he

may not cause the people to return to Egypt,^ in order to

acquire many horses ; whereas the Lord hath said unto

you, Ye shall henceforth not return any more on that way.

17. Neither shall he take to himself many wives, that his

heart may not turn away: neither shall he acquire to him-

self much silver and gold. 18. And it shall be, when he

sitteth upon the throne of his kingdom, that he shall write

for himself a copy of this law in a book out of (that which

is) before the priests the Levites: 19. And it shall be

with him, and he shall read therein all the days of his life;

in order that he may learn to fear the Lord his God, to

keep all the words of this law and these statutes, to do

them. 20. So that his heart be not lifted up above his

brethren, and that he turn not aside from the command-

ment, to the right, or to the left : in order that he may live

many days in his kingdom, he, and his children, in the

midst of Israel.*

1. The priests, the Levites. and all the tribe
CHAP. XVIII. . T • u II u

'.
• u uof Levi, shall have no part nor mhentance

with Israel ; the offerings of the Lord made by fire, and

his inheritance shall they enjoy. 2. But any inheritance

* Egypt being the country which produced the best horses.
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he shall not have among his brethren : the Lord is his in-

heritance, as he hath said unto him.

3. And this shall be the priest's due from the people,

from them that slay an animal, whether it be ox or sheep:

then sh^l each one give unto the priest the shoulder, and

the two cheeks, and the maw. 4. The first fruit of thy

corn, of thy wine, and of thy oil, and the first shearing

of thy sheep, shalt thou give him. 5. For him the Lord

thy God hath chosen out of all thy tribes, to stand to mi-

nister in the name of the Lord, he and his sons all the

days.*

6. And if the Levite come from any one of thy gates

out of all Israel, where he sojourneth, and come with all

the desire of his mind unto the place which the Lord will

choose : 7. Then shall he minister in the name of the

Lord his God, like all his brethren the Levites, who stand

there before the Lord. 8. They shall have like portions

to eat, beside that which cometh of the sale^ of his patri-

mony.

9. When thou comest into the land which the Lord thy

God giveth thee, thou shalt not learn to do after the abomi-

nations of those nations. 10. There shall not be found

among thee any one who maketh his son or his daughter

to pass through the fire, one who useth divination, one who
is an observer of times, or an enchanter, or a conjurer,

11. Or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or

a wizard, or who inquireth of the dead. 12. For all that

do these things are an abomination unto the Lord ; and

on account of these abominations the Lord thy God doth

drive them out from before thee. 13. Perfect shalt thou be

* This version of the English Bible is nearly in accordance with

Aben Ezra. Mendelssohn, renders :
" Beside his income of his

property at home which he may sell." Arnheim, however, refers

VOL. V. 10
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with the Lord thy God.* 14. For these nations, which thou

art about to dispossess, hearken unto observers of times,

and unto diviners ; but as for thee, the Lord thy God hath

not assigned the hke unto thee. 15. A prophet from the

midst of thee, of thy brethren, hke unto me, will the Lord

thy God raise up unto thee ; unto him shall ye hearken

;

16. According to all that thou didst desire of the Lord thy

God in Horeb on the day of the assembly, sa\ ing, I wish

no more to hear the voice of the Lord my God, and this

great fire I wish not to see any more, that I die not. 17.

And the Lord said unto me, They have done well in what

they have spoken. 18. A prophet will I raise up unto

them from among their brethren, like unto thee; and I

will put my words in his mouth ; and he shall speak unto

them all that I may command him. 19. And it shall come

to pass, that if there be a man who will not hearken unto

my words which he shall speak in my name, I will require

it of him. 20. But the prophet, who may presume to

speak a word in my name, which I have not commanded

him to speak, or who may speak in the name of other

gods—even that prophet shall die. 21. And if thou

shouldst say in thy heart. How shall we know the word

which the Lord hath not spoken? 22. That which the

prophet speaketh in the name of the Lord, and the thing

do not happen and come not to pass—that is the word

which the Lord hath not spoken ; in presumption hath the

prophet spoken it ; thou shalt not be afraid of him.

1. When the Lord thv God shall have cut
fTTAP XIX ''

off the nations, whose land the Lord thy God

this part of the verse back to verse 1 :—The priests, the Levites, &c.,

shall have no property, " except the assigned portions (see Levit. xxv.

34) which shall remain in the family divisions ;" taking IDOO in the

lightof " assigned portion," and nnwn as nnxn TM "family divisions,"
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giveth thee, and thou hast driven them out, and dwellest in

their cities, and in their houses ; 2, Then shalt thou sepa-

rate three cities for thee in the midst of thy land, which

the Lord thy God giveth thee to possess it. 3. Thou shalt

put in order^ unto thyself the way, and divide into

three parts the boundary of thy land, which the Lord thy

God giveth thee to inherit, and it shall serve that every

man-slayer may flee thither. 4. And this is the case of

the man-slayer, who shall flee thither, that he may live

:

Whoso smiteth his neighbour without knowledge, when he

hath not been an enemy to him in time past; 5. And
when a man goeth into the forest with his neighbour to

hew wood, and his hand fetcheth a stroke with the axe to

cut down the tree, and the iron slippeth from the helve,

and striketh his neighbour, that he die : this one shall flee

unto one of these cities, and live : 6. Lest the avenger of

the blood pursue the man-slayer, while his heart is hot,

and overtake him, because the way is long, and smite him

dead; whereas he deserveth not a judgment of death, inas-

much as he was not an enemy to him in time past. 7.

Therefore do I command thee, saying. Three cities shalt

thou separate for thyself 8. And if the Lord thy God
enlarge thy boundary, as he hath sworn unto thy fathers,

and give thee all the land which he hath promised to give

unto thy fathers ; 9. When thou dost keep all this com-

mandment to do it, which I command thee this day, to

love the Lord thy God, and to walk in his ways all the

days : then §halt thou add for thyself three cities more,

and understanding rn' before the Sj,'; compare with Numb, xxxvi. 12.

This construction is ingenious, but certainly too improbable.

=" The road was to be made level, and guide-posts put up, so that the

murderer might not be detained needlessly.

10=^
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unto these three. 10. That innocent blood be not shed in

the midst of thy land, which the Lord thy God giveth thee

for an inheritance, and blood-guiltiness be brought upon

thee.

11. But if any man be an enemy to his neighbour, and

lie in wait for him, and rise up against him, and smite him

mortally so that he die, and he fleeth unto one of these

cities : 12. Then shall the elders of his city send and

fetch him thence, and they shall deliver him into the hand

of the avenger of the blood, that he may die. 13. Thy
eye shall not have pity on him, but thou shalt put away the

(shedding of) innocent blood from Israel, that it may go

well with thee.*

14. Thou shalt not remove the landmark of thy neigh-

bour, which they of old time have set in thy inheritance,

which thou shalt inherit in the land that the Lord thy God
giveth thee to possess it.

15. A single witness shall not rise up against a man for

any iniquity, or for any sin, in any sin that he sinneth

:

upon the evidence of two witnesses, or upon the evidence

of three witnesses, must a cause be established. 16. If a

witness of violence rise up against any man to testify

against him for any wrong: 17. Then shall both the men,

who have the controversy, stand before the Lord, before

the priests and the judges, who shall be in those days ; 18.

And the judges shall inquire diligently: and, behold, if the

witness be a false witness, he hath testified falsely against

his brother : 19. Then shall ye do unto him, as he had

thought to do unto his brother ; and thou shalt put away

the evil from the midst of thee. 20. And those who remain

shall hear, and be afraid, and shall henceforth commit no

more any such evil in the midst of thee. 21. And thy eye
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shall have no pity ; but life shall go for life, eye for eye,

tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot.

1. When thou goest out to battle aorainst thy
CHAP. XX. . , p , ^ , .

enemies, and thou seest horse, and chariot,

people more in number than thou, be not afraid of them

;

for the Lord thy God is with thee, who brought thee up

out of the land of Egypt. 2. And it shall be, when ye are

come nigh unto the battle, that the priest shall approach

and speak unto the people ; 3. And he shall say unto them,

Hear, O Israel, ye come nigh this day unto battle against

your enemies : let not your heart be faint, fear not, and be

not downcast, and do not tremble because of them; 4.

For the Lord your God it is who goeth with you, to fight

for you against your enemies, to save you. 5. And the

officers shall speak unto the people, saying, What man is

there who hath built a new house, and hath not dedicated*

it? let him go and return unto his house, lest he die in the

battle, and another man dedicate it. 6. And what man is

there who hath planted a vineyard, and hath not redeemed""

it 1 let him go and return unto his house, lest he die in the

battle, and another man redeem it. 7. And what man is

there that hath betrothed a wife, and hath not taken her?

let him go and return unto his house, lest he die in the

battle, and another man take her. 8. And the officers shall

speak yet farther unto the people, and they shall say, What
man is there that is fearful and fainthearted 1 let him go

and return unto his house, that the heart of his brethren

become not as faint as his heart. 9. And it shall be, when
the officers have made an end of speaking unto the people,

' i. p. Inhabiting it for the first time ; the first use of a thing is called

" consecration."

'' At the fourth year from the planting.
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that they shall appoint captains of the armies at the head

of the people.*^

10. When thou comest nigh unto a city to make war
against it, then summon it with words of peace. 11. And
it shall be, if it make thee an nswer of peace, and open

(its gates) unto thee : then shall it be, that all the people that

are found therein shall be tribut ries unto thee, and they

shall serve thee. 12. But if it will make no peace with

thee, and maketh war against thee, then thou shalt besiege

it: 13. And when the Lord thy God hath delivered it into

thy hands, thou shall'' smite every male thereof with the

edge of the sword ; 14. But the women, and the little ones,

and the cattle, and all that is in the city, all the spoil there-

of, shalt thou take unto thyself; and thou shalt enjoy the

spoil of thy enemies, which the Lord thy God hath given

thee. 15. Thus shalt thou do unto all the cities which are

very far off from thee, which are not of the cities of these

nations. 16. But of the cities of these people, which the

Lord thy God doth give thee for an inheritance, thou shalt

not let live a single s ul. 17. But thou shalt utterly devote

them ; namely, the Hitlites, and the Amorites, the Canaan-

ites, and the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites; as

the Lord thy God hath commanded thee: 18. In order

that they may not teach you to do after all their abomina-

tions, which they have done unto their gods ; and ye thus

sin against the Lord your God.

19. When thou besiegest a city a long time, in making

war against it to capture it, thou shalt not destroy the trees

thereof by forcing an axe against them ; for of them thou

* Mendelssohn renders this: "Then shall some chiefs commence

the mustering at the head of the people."

•> It would appear from the general idea, that " shalt" is not a com-

mand, but a mere permission, prohibiting the molestation of the women
and children.
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mayest eat. and thou shalt not cut them down (for the tree*

of the field is man's life) to employ them in the siege : 20.

Only those trees of which thou knowest that they are not

fruit trees, thou mayest destroy and cut down ; and (thus)

thou canst build bulwarks against the city that maketh war

with thee, until it be subdued.

1. If a slain person be found in the land which
CHAP. XXI. , ^ , ^ , • ,

,

the Lord thy (jod giveth thee to possess it,

lying in the field, and it be not known who hath slain him

:

2. Then shall thy elders and thy judges go forth, and they

shall measure unto the cities which are round about the

one that is slain. 3. And it shall be, that the city which

is the nearest unto the slain person, even the elders of that

city shall take a heifer, which hath not been wrought

with, which hath not drawn in the yoke; 4. And the

elders of that city shall bring down the heifer unto a rough

valley, which is neither tilled nor sown, and they shall

break there the neck of the heifer in the valley ; 5. And the

priests the sons of Levi shall come near ; for them the Lord

thy God hath chosen to minister unto him, and to bless in

the name of the Lord; and by their decision shall be done

(at) every controversy and every injury ; 6. And all the

elders of that city who are nearest unto the slain person

shall wash their hands over the heifer, the neck of which

is broken in the valley ;* 7. And they shall commence

and say. Our hands have not shed this blood, and our eyes

have not seen it. 8. Grant pardon unto thy people Israel,

whom thou hast redeemed, O Lord, and lay not innocent

blood in the midst of thy people Israel ; and the blood shall

be forgiven them. 9. And thou shalt put away the (guilt

* Onkelos, Rashi and Mendelssohn render: " fs then the tree of

the field like man, that thou shouldst put it in a state of siege ?"

—
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of) innocent blood from the midst of thee, when thou wilt

do what is right in the eyes of the Lord.

10. When thou goest forth to war against
KI TETZAV

thy enemies, and the Lord thy God delivereth

them into thy hands, and thou takest captives of them;

11. And thou seest among the captives a woman of hand-

some form, and hast a desire unto her, that thou wouldest

take her to thee for wife : 12. Then shalt thou bring her home
to thy house; and she shall shave her head, and cut off her

nails; 13. And she shall put off from her the raiment of

her captivity, and she shall remain in thy house, and weep
for her father and her mother a full month ; and after that

thou mayesl go in unto her, and be her husband, that she

may be thy wife. 14. And it shall be, if thou have no de-

light in her, then shalt thou let her go whither she will;

but thou shalt nowise sell her for money; thou shalt not

make a servant of her, because thou hast humbled her.

15. If a man have two wives, one beloved, and another

hated, and they bear him children, both the beloved and

the hated ; so that the firstborn son be hers that is hated

:

16. Then it shall be, when he divideth as inheritance

among his sons what he hath, that he shall not institute the

son of the beloved as the firstborn before the son of the

hated, the firstborn ; 17. But the firstborn, the son of the

hated woman, he shall acknowledge, to give him a double

portion of all that is found in his possession ; for he is the

beginning of his strength ; to him belongeth the right of the

first birth.

18. If a man have a stubborn and rebellious son, who
hearkeneth not to the voice of his father, or the voice of

And Rashi adds: "Why wouldst thou destroy it?" The English

version has been retained in the text, and it agrees with Arnhbim
and the commentator to Mendelssohn's translation.
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his mother, and they have chastised him, and he will not

hearken unto them : 19. Then shall his father and his

mother lay hold on him, and bring him out unto the elders

of his city, and unto the gate of his place ; 20. And they

shall say unto the elders of his city, This our son is stub-

born and rebellious, he will not hearken to our voice ; he

is a glutton, and a drunkard. 21. And all the men of his

city shall stone him with stones, that he die ; and thus shah

thou put away the evil from the midst of thee ; and all

Israel shall hear, and be afraid.*

22. And if a man have committed a sin for which there

is the punishment of death, and he be to be put to death,

and thou hang him on a tree : 23. Then shall his body

not remain all night upon the tree, but thou shalt bury him

that day ; (for he that is hanged is a dishonour of God
;)

and thou shalt not defile thy land, which the Lord thy God
giveth thee for an inheritance.

1. Thou shalt not see thy brother's ox or his
CHAP. XXII. , , 1 . , , , ,r r

lamb go astray, and withdraw thyself from

them : thou shalt surely bring them again unto thy brother.

2. But if thy brother be not nigh unto thee, or thou know

him not, then shalt thou bring it unto thy own house, and

it shall remain with thee until thy brother seek after it, and

then shalt thou restore it to him. 3. In like manner shalt

thou do with his ass; and in like manner shalt thou do with

his raiment; and in like manner shalt thou do with all lost

things of thy brother's, which may have been lost to him,

and which thou hast found : thou art not at liberty to with-

draw thyself.

4. Thou shalt not see thy brother's ass or his ox falling

down by the way, and withdraw thyself from them : thou

shalt surely help him to lift it up again.

11*
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5. A woman shall not wear the apparel of a man, and a

man shall not put on a woman's garment; for an abomina-

tion unto the Lord thy God are all who do this.*

6. If a bird's nest chance to be before thee in the way
on any tree, or on the ground, with young ones, or with

eggs, and the mother be sitting upon the young, or upon

the eggs, thou shalt not take the mother with the young ;

7. But thou shalt surely let the mother go, and the young

thou mayest take to thyself; that it may be well with thee,

and that thou mayest live many days.*

8. When thou buildest a new house, thou shalt make a

battlement for thy roof, that thou bring not blood upon thy

house, if any one were to fall from there.^ 9. Thou shalt

not sow thy vineyard with divers seeds ; that the ripe fruit

of thy seed which thou hast sown, and the fruit of the vine-

yard, be not defiled.

10. Thou shalt not plough with an ox and an ass to-

gether. 1 1. Thou shalt not wear a garment of divers sorts,

of woollen and linen together.

12. Thou shalt make thyself fringes upon the four cor-

ners of thy vesture, wherewith thou coverest thyself

13. If any man take a wife, and go in unto her, and hate

her, 14: And lay an accusation against her, and bring up

an evil name upon her, and say, this woman I took (for

wife), and when I came near to her, 1 found no tokens of vir-

ginity in her: 15. Then shall the father of the damsel,

and her mother, take and bring forth the tokens of the

damsel's virginity unto the elders of the city, to the gate

:

^ Since such a practice might easily lead to lewdness, and thus de-

moralize the people.

t" We are here prohibited from being the cause through foresight or

culpable neglect, that any injury whatever should happen to our fellow-

men.
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16. And the father of the damsel shall say unto the elders,

I gave my daughter unto this man for wife, but he hath

conceived hatred toward her; 17. And, lo, he hath laid

an accusation against her, saying, I found no tokens of

virginity in thy daughter ; and yet these are the tokens of

my daughter's virginity ; and they shall spread the cloth

before the elders of the city. 18. And the elders of that

city shall take that man and chastise him ; 19. And they

shall amerce him in a hundred shekels of silver, and give

them unto the father of the damsel, because he hath brought

up an evil name upon a virgin of Israel ; and she shall re-

main his wife ; he shall not be at liberty to put her away
all his days.

20. But if this thing was true, there have not been found

tokens of virginity in the damsel: 21. Then shall they

bring out the damsel to the door of her father's house,* and

the men of her city shall stone her with stones that she

die ; because she hath wrought disgrace in Israel, to com-

mit incest in her father's house ; and thou shall put away
the evil from the midst of thee.

. 22. If a man be found lying with a woman married to a

husband, then shall both of them die, the man that lies with

the woman, and the woman ; and thou shalt put away the

evil from Israel.

23. If a damsel that is a virgin be betrothed unto a man,

and a man find her in the city, and lie with her: 24. Then

shall ye bring them both out unto the gate of that city, and

ye shall stone them with stones that they die; the damsel,

because she cried not (for aid) in the city ; and the man,

* The house which slie has disgraced by her lewdness shall be the

scene of her punishment ; so as to strike additional terror in others,

that the sanctity of the people of God might be preserved inviolate.
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because he hath done violence to his neighbour's wife ; and

ihou shall put away the evil from the nnidst of thee.

25. But if in the field the man should fine! the betrothed

damsel, and the man take hold of her, and lie with her:

then shall the man only that lay with her die; 26. But

unto the damsel thou shalt not do any thing; there is in the

damsel no sin worthy of death ; for as when a man riseth

against his neighbour, and slayeth him, even so is this

matter; 27. For in the field he found her; had the be-

trothed damsel even cried, there would have been none

to aid her.

28. If a man find a damsel that is a virgin, who is not

betrothed, and lay fast hold on her, and lie with her, and

they be found : 29. Then shall the man who lay with her

give unto the father of the damsel fifty shekels of silver;

and she shall be his wife, because he hath done violence

to her, he shall not be at liberty to put her away all his

days.

1. A man shall not take his father's wife,
CHAP. XXIIL

,
, , „ , . r , , , •

and he snail not uncover his lather s skirt.

2. He that is wounded in the testicles, or hath his privy

member cut, shall not enter into the congregation of the

Lord.

3. One bonl from prohibited connexions shall not enter

into the congregation of the Lord; even the tenth genera-

tion of him shall not enter into the congregation of the

Lord.

4. An Ammonite and a Moabite shall not enter into the

congregation of the Lord ; even the tenth generation of

them shall not enter into the congregation of the Lord for

ever; 5. Because they met you not with bread and with

water on the wa}', when ye came forth out of Egypt ; and
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because he^ hired against thee Bileam the son of Beor of

Pethor in Mesopotamia, to curse thee. 6. But the Lord
thy God would not hearken unto Bileam ; and the Lord
thy God turned unto thee the curse into a blessing, because

the Lord thy God loved thee. 7. Thou shalt not seek their

peace and their welfare all thy days, for ever.*

8. Thou shalt not abhor'' an Edomite; for he is thy

brother : thou shalt not abhor an Egyptian ; because thou

wast a stranger in his land. 9. The children that are born

unto them in the third generation, may enter unto them

into the congregation of the Lord.

10. When thou goest forth in camp against thy enemies,

then keep thyself from every wicked thing. H. If there be

among thee any man, that is not clean by reason of an oc-

currence by night, then shall he go abroad out of the camp,

he shall not come within the camp; 12. But it shall be,

towards evening, he shall bathe himself in water; and when
the sun goeth down, he may come into the camp. 13. And
a place shalt thou have without the camp, whither thou

shalt go forth abroad : 14. And a spade shalt thou have

with thy weapons ; and it shall be, when thou sittest abroad,

that thou shalt dig therewith, and shalt afterward cover

that which cometh from thee: 15. For the Lord thy God
walketh in the midst of thy camp, to deliver thee and to

give up thy enemies before thee ; therefore shall thy camp
be holy ; that he see no unseemly thing in thee, and turn

away from thee.

16. Thou shalt not deliver unto his master the servant

= The king of Moab.

>• That is, we are not to refuse admission to the third ffeneration of

the Edomite and Egyptian proselyte from intermarrying with descen-

dants of Israel ; as a probation of this length of time shall qualify them

for a connexion Vvith the chosen people.

VOL. v. 12
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who may escape unto thee from his master: 17. With
thee shall he dwell, in the midst of thee, in the place which
he may choose in one of thy gates, where it seemeth him

best; thou shalt not oppress him.

18. There shall be no prostitute of the daughters of

Israel, and there shall not be a sodomite of the sons of

Israel. 19. Thou shalt not bring the hire of a harlot, or

the price of a dog, into the house of the Lord thy God for

any vow ; for even both these are an abomination unto the

Lord thy God.

20. Thou shalt not take interest from thy brother ; inte-

rest of money, interest of victuals, interest of any thing that

is lent upon interest : 21. From an alien thou mayest take

interest; but from thy brother thou shalt not take interest;

in order that the Lord thy God may bless thee in all that

thou settest thy hand to in the land whither thou goest to

possess it.

22. When thou makest a vow unto the Lord thy God,

thou shalt not delay to pay it ; for the Lord thy God will

surely require it of thee ; and it would be sin in thee. 23.

But if thou forbearest to vow, it shall be no sin in thee.

24. That which is gone out of thy lips thou shalt keep and

perform ; as thou hast vowed unto the Lord thy God volun-

tarily, as thou hast spoken with thy mouth.*

25. When thou comest into thy neighbour's vineyard,

thou mayest eat grapes at thy own pleasure, till thou hast

enough ; but in thy vessel thou shalt not put any.

26. When thou comest into the standing corn of thy

neighbour, thou mayest pluck the ears with thy hand ; but

a sickle thou shalt not move unto thy neighbour's standing

corn.

1. When a man hath taken a wife, and mar-

ried her, and it come to pass that she find
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no favour in his eyes, because he hath found some scan-

dalous thing in her; and he writeth her a bill of divorce-

ment, and give it in her hand, and sendeth her out of his

house; 2. And she departeth out of his house, and she

goeth and becometh another man's wife; 3. And the latter

husband hateth her, and writeth her a bill of divorcement,

and giveth it in her hand, and sendeth her out of his house;

or if the latter husband, who took her as his wife, should

die :* 4. Then shall her former husband, who had sent her

away, not be at liberty to take her again to be his wife,

after she hath been defiled ; for it is abomination before the

Lord ; and thou shall not bring sin upon the land, which

the Lord thy God giveth thee for an inheritance.*

5. When a man hath taken a new wife, he shall not go

out to war, neither shall he be charged with any public

business; he shall be free for his house one year, and shall

cheer up his wife whom he hath taken. 6. No man shall

lake to pledge the nether or the upper millstone ; for he

taketh a man's life to pledge.

7. If a man be found stealing any one of his brethren of

the children of Israel, and he treateth'' him as a slave, and

sellelh him : then shall that thief die ; and thou shall put the

evil away from the midst of thee.

8. Take heed in the plague of leprosy, to observe dili-

gently, and to do according to all that the priests the Levites

may instruct you ;" as I have commanded them, so shall ye

* The connexion of this passage has been given after Mendelssohn,

who here terminates the first portion of the sentence.

•> " He is not guilty of death, unless he have made him labour as a

slave."

—

Rashi.

= " If he be even a king as Uzziah, they must not honour him ; but

he must be locked up outside the camp, and dwell solitarily, as the

priests may instruct."—After Rashbam.

12*
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observe to do. 9. Remember what the Lord thy God did

unto Miriam on the journey at your coming forth out of

Egypt.

10. When thou dost lend thy brother any thing as a loan,

thou shall not go into his house to take his pledge. !!•

Thou shalt stand without, and the man to whom thou dost

lend shall bring out unto thee the pledge into the street.

12. And if he be a poor man, thou shalt not lie down with

his pledge: 13. Thou shalt deliver him the pledge again

when the sun goeth down, that he may lie under his own
cover,^ and bless thee ; and unto thee it shall be righteous-

ness before the Lok.d thy God.*

14. Thou shalt not withhold the wages of a hired man
that is poor and needy, (whether he be) of thy brethren, or

of thy strangers that are in thy land within thy gates: 15.

On the same day shalt thou give him his hire, that the sun

may not go down upon it; for he is poor, and his soul

longeth^ for it ; that he may not cry against thee unto the

Lord, and it be sin unto thee.'=

16. The fathers shall not be put to death for the children,

neither shall the children be put to death for the fathers

:

every man shall be put to death for his own sin.

17. Thou shalt not pervert the judgment of the stranger,

or of the fatherless ; and thou shalt not take in pledge the

raiment of a widow; 18. But thou shalt remember that

thou wast a bondman in Egypt, and that the Lord thy God

redeemed thee thence ; therefore do I command thee to do

this thing.

19. When thou cuttest down thy harvest in thy field, and

* Heb. " In his raiment."

^ Heb. " And to it he beareth his soul."

= Those who are the weakest are the special favourites of God, and

we are therefore the more bound to recfard their wants.
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forgettest a sheaf in the field, thou shalt not go back to

fetch it ; for the stranger, for the fatherless, and for the

widow shall it be ; in order that the Lord thy God may
bless thee in all the work of thy hands.

20. When thou beatest thy olive tree, thou shalt not go

over the boughs again ; for the stranger, for the fatherless,

and for the widow shall it be. 21. When thou gatherest

the grapes of thy vineyard, thou shalt not glean it after-

ward ; for the stranger, for the fatherless, and for the widow

shall it be. 22. And thou shalt remember that thou wast

a bondman in the land of Egypt; therefore do I command
thee to do this thing.

1. If there be a controversy between men,
CHAP. XXV.

J ^ . ,

^
r • •

and they come nigh unto a court oi justice

and they judge them ; and they justify the righteous, and

condemn the wicked : 2. Then shall it be, if the guilty

man deserve to be beaten, that the judge shall cause him

to lie down, and to be beaten before his face, according to

the degree of his fault, by a certain number. 3. Forty

stripes he may give him, not more; so that he shall not

exceed, and beat him above these, with too many stripes,

and thy brother be thus rendered vile before thy eyes. 4.

Thou shalt not muzzle the ox when he treadeth out the

corn.

5. If brothers dwell together, and one of them die, and

have no child, then shall the wife of the dead not be mar-

ried without unto a stranger ; her husband's brother shall

go in unto her, and take her to him for wife, and perform

the duty of a husband's brother unto her. 6. And it shall

be, that the firstborn whom she may bear shall succeed in

the name of his brother who is dead, that his name be not

blotted out of Israel. 7. And if the man have no desire to

take his sister-in-law, then let his sister-in-law go up to the
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gate unto the elders, and say, My husband's brother re-

fuseth to raise up unto his brother a name in Israel, he will

not perform on me the duty of a husband's brother. 8.

Then shall the elders of his city call him, and speak unto

him ; and if he stand^ to it, and say, I have no desire to take

her; 9. Then shall his sister-in-law come nigh unto him

in the presence of the elders, and loose his shoe from off

his foot, and spit out before him, and shall commence and

say, Thus shall be done unto that man that will not build

up his brother's house. 10. And his name shall be called

in Israel, The house of the barefooted.''

11. When men strive together one with the other, and

the wife of the one draweth near to deliver her husband

out of the hand of him that smiteth him, and putteth forth

her hand, and taketh him by the secrets: 12. Then shalt

thou cut off her hand, thy eye shall not have pity.

13. Thou shalt not have in thy bag divers weights, a

great and a small. 14. Thou shalt not'^ have in thy house

divers measures^ a great and a small. 15. A perfect and

just weight shalt thou have, a perfect and just measure

shalt thou have ; in order that thy days may be lengthened

in the land which tbe Lord thy God giveth th§e. 10. For

an abomination of the Lord thy God is every one that doth

such things, every one that acteth unrighteously.*

17. Remember what Amalek did unto thee, by the way,

at your coming forth out of Egypt; 18. How he met thee

by the way, and smote the hindmost of thee, all that were

feeble behind thee, when thou wast faint and weary ; and

» Heb. " And he stan(ieth," i. e. fised in his mind.

^ Heb. "Of the one whose shoe was taken off."

" Another injunction against overreaching ; not even to keep any

article in the house which might by chance be unlav^fully employed,

can be allowed.
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he feared not God. 19. And it shall be, when the Lord
thy God giveth thee rest from all thy enemies round about,

in the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee for an in-

heritance to possess it, that thou shalt blot out the remem-

brance of Amalek from under heaven ; thou shalt not

, forget.

L And it shall be, when thou art come in

^TT . T, ^v,7T unto the land which the Lord thy God giveth
CHAP. XXVI.

. , . 11
thee for an inheritance, and thou hast taken

possession of it, and dwellest therein : 2. That thou shalt

take of the first of all the fruit of the earth, which thou shalt

bring in from thy land which the Lord thy God giveth thee,

and shalt put it in a basket ; and thou shalt go unto the

place which the Lord thy God will choose to let his name

dwell there. 3. And thou shalt come unto the priest that

may be in those days, and thou shalt say unto him, I give

thanks this day unto the Lord thy God, that I am come

into the land which the Lord swore unto our fathers to give

to us. 4. And the priest shall take the basket out of thy

hand, and set it down before the altar of the Lord thy God.

5. And thou shalt commence and say before the Lord thy

God, A Syrian, wandering* about, was my father, and he

went down into Egypt, and sojourned there with a family

few in number, and he became there a nation, great,

mighty, and numerous. 6. And the Egyptians treated us

ill, and afflicted us, and laid upon us hard labour ; 7. And

then we cried unto the Eternal, the God of our fathers

;

and the Lord heard our voice, and looked on our affliction,

and our trouble, and our oppression ; 8. And the Lord

brought us forth out of Egypt with a mighty hand, and

with an outstretched arm, and with great terror, and with

* Rashi gives :
" A Syrian, (Laban,) wished to destroy my father

(Jacob)."
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signs, and with wonders : 9. And he brought us unto this

place, and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and

honey. 10. And now, behold, I have brought the first-

fruits of the land, which thou hast given me, O Lord ; and

thou shalt set down it before the Lord thy God, and pros-

trate thyself before the Lord thy God; IL And thou shalt

rejoice with every good thing which the Lord thy God
hath given unto thee, and unto thy house, thou, with the

Levite, and the stranger that is in the midst of thee.*

12. When thou hast made an end of giving away all the

tithes of thy produce in the third year, the year of the

tithing,* and hast given it unto the Levite, to the stranger,

to the fatherless, and to the widow, and they have eaten

within thy gates, and are satisfied: 13. Then shalt thou

say before the Lord thy God, I have removed away the

hallowed things out of the house, and I also have given

them unto the Levite, and unto the stranger, to the father-

less, and to the widow, according to all thy command-

ment which thou hast commanded me; I have not trans-

gressed thy commandments, and I have not forgotten; 14.

I have not eaten thereof in my mourning, neither have

I removed away aught thereof in an unclean state, nor

have I given aught thereof for the dead ; I have heark-

ened to the voice of the Lord my God, I have done all

just as thou hast commanded me. 15. Look down from

the habitation of thy holiness, from heaven, and bless thy

people Israel, and the land which thou hast given us, as

thou hast sworn unto our fathers, a land flowing with milk

and honey.*

16. This day the Lord thy God commandeth thee to do

these statutes and ordinances; and thou shalt keep and do

* In the first two years a tithe was set aside to be eaten at Jerusa-

lem ; in the third it was given to the poor.
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them with all thy heart, and with all thy soul. 17. Thou
hast this day acknowledged* that the Lord is thy God, and

that thou wilt walk in his ways, and keep his statutes, and

his commandments, and his ordinances, and hearken unto

his voice : 18. And the Lord hath acknowledged thee this

day to be unto him a peculiar people, as he hath spoken

unto thee, and that thou shouldest keep all his command-
ments; 19. That he may set thee high above all nations

that he hath made, in praise, and in name, and in honour;

and that thou mayest be a holy people unto the Lord thy

God, as he hath spoken.*

1. And Moses commanded with the elders
CHAP. XXVII, ^T , , ,

. Tr , , ,

of Israel the people, saymg, Keep the whole

commandment which I command you this day. 2. And
it shall be on the day when ye pass over the Jordan unto

the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee, that thou

shalt set up for thyself great stones, and cover them with

plaster: 3. And thou shalt write upon them all the words

of this law, so soon as thou art passed over ; in order that

thou mayest go in unto the land which the Lord thy God
giveth thee, a land flowing with milk and honey; as the

Lord the God of thy fathers hath spoken unto thee. 4.

And it shall be so soon as ye are gone over the Jordan,

that ye shall set up these stones, which I command you

this day, on mount Ebal, and thou shalt cover them with

plaster. 5. And thou shalt build there an altar unto the

Lord thy God, an altar of stones : thou shalt not lift up any

iron tool upon them. 6. Of whole stones shalt thou build

the altar of the Lord thy God ; and thou shalt offer thereon

a j'T'OKni n'^^N'H " There is no phrase in Scripture by which the

correct meaning of these words could be ascertained ; and to me it

appears that they convey the idea of separation and setting aside ; thou

hast separated him from foreign gods to be to thee as God ; and he has

13*
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burnt offerings unto the Lord thy God : 7. And thou shalt

offer peace offerings, and eat (them) there ; and thou shalt

rejoice before the Lord thy God. 8. And thou shalt write

upon the stones all the words of this law very plainly.

9. And Moses with the priests, the Levites, spoke unto

all Israel, saying, Be attentive, and hearken, O Israel ; this

day thou art become a people unto the Lord thy God. 10.

Thou shalt therefore hearken to the voice of the Lord thy

God, and do his commandments and his statutes, which I

command thee this day.*

11. And Moses charged the people on the same day,

saying, 12. These shall stand upon mount Gerizzim to

bless* the people, when ye are come over the Jordan:

Simeon, and Levi, and Judah, and Issachar, and Joseph,

and Benjamin. 13. And these shall stand for the sake of

the curse upon mount Ebal : Reuben, Gad, and Asher, and

Zebulun, Dan, and Naphtali. 14. And the Levites shall

commence, and say unto all the men of Israel with a loud

voice,

15. Cursed be the man who maketh a graven or molten

image, the abomination of the Lord, the work of the hands

of the craftsman, and putteth it in a secret place ; and all

the people shall answer, and say. Amen.

16. Cursed be he that holdeth in light esteem his father

or his mother; and all the people shall say, Amen.
17. Cursed be he that removeth the landmark of his

neighbour ; and all the people shall say, Amen.

separated thee from the nations of the earth to be to him as a peculiar

people."

—

Rashi. Arnheim simply gives them with "declared open-

ly," "acknowledged," as in the text. Mendelssohn translates with

" given occasion ;" thus " Thou hast given this day occasion unto the

Lord (to make a covenant with thee) to be unto thee a God," &c.

But the sense in each case is the same.

* Six tribes went up to the top of mount Gerizzim, and six to that
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18. Cursed be he that causeth the blind to wander out

of the way ; and all the people shall say, Amen.

19. Cursed be he that perverteth the judgment of the

stranger, of the fatherless, and of the widow ; and all the

people shall say. Amen. 20. Cursed be he that lieth with

his father's wife ; because he uncovereth his father's skirt,

and all the people shall say. Amen.

21. Cursed be he that lieth with any manner of beast;

and all the people shall say, Amen.

22. Cursed be he that lieth with his sister, the daughter

of his father, or the daughter of his mother, and all the

people shall say. Amen.

23. Cursed be he that lieth with his mother-in-law ; and

all the people shall say. Amen.

24. Cursed be he that smiteth his neighbour secretly;

and all the people shall say, Amen.

25. Cursed be he that taketh a bribe to slay a person, an

innocent blood ; and all the people shall say, Amen.

26. Cursed be he that observeth not the words of this

law to do them ; and all the people shall say, Amen.

1. And it shall come to pass, if thou heark-
CHAP. XXVIII. ,.,. ^ , . . , X

enest diligently unto the voice of the Lord
thy God, to observe to do all his commandments which I

command thee this day, that the Lord thy God will set

thee high above all nations of the earth ; 2. And all these

blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee, if thou

wilt hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy God. 3.

Blessed shalt thou be in the city, and blessed shalt thou be

of mount Ebals whilst the priests, with the Levites and the ark were

in the middle of the valley below: the Levites thereupon turned their

faces toward Gerizzim, and commenced with the blessing: "Blessed

be the man who does not make a graven image," &c. ; when both par-

ties answered " Amen :" they then turned their faces toward mount

Ebal, and commenced with the curse :
" Cursed be the man," &c., and

so till the last, " that observeth not," &c.

—

Talmud Sota.
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in the field. 4. Blessed shall be the fruit of thy body, and

the fruit of thy ground, and the fruit of thy cattle, the in-

crease of thy cows, and the young of thy flocks. .5. Blessed

shall be thy basket and thy kneading-trough. 6. Blessed

shalt thou be at thy coming in, and blessed shalt thou be

at thy goings out.* 7. The Lord will cause thy enemies

that rise up against thee to be smitten before thy face : on

one way shall they come out against thee, and on seven

ways'" shall they flee before thee. 8. The Loud will com-

mand upon thee the blessing in thy storehouses, and in all

that thou settest thy hand unto; and he will bless thee in

the land which the Lord thy God givelh thee. 9. The
Lord will raise up thee unto himself as a holy people, as

he hath sworn unto thee, if thou wilt keep the command-

ments of the Lord thy God, and walk in his ways. 10.

And all the nations of the earth shall see that thou art called

by the name of the Lord; and they shall be afraid of thee.

IL And the Lord will distinguish thee for good, in the

fruit of thy body, and in the fruit of thy cattle, and in the

fruit of thy ground, in the land which the Lord swore unto

thy fathers to give unto thee. 12. The Lord will open

unto thee his good treasure, the heaven, to give the rain of

thy land in its season, and to bless all the work of thy hand

;

and thou shalt lend unto many nations, but thou shalt not

borrow. 13. And the Lord will render thee the head, and

not the tail ; and thou shalt only be uppermost, and thou

shalt not be beneath ; if thou hearkenest unto the com-

mandments of the Lord thy God, which I command thee

this day to observe and to do: 14. And thou goest not

^ Rashi explains " That thy going out from this world shall be like

thy entrance therein, without sin."

^ "This is the course of those who flee hastily that they scatter

themselves on all sides.''

—

Rashi.
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aside from all the words which I command thee this day,

to the right, or to the left, to go after strange gods to serve

them.

15. But it shall come to pass, if thou wilt not hearken

unto the voice of the Lord thy God, to observe to do all

his commandments and his statutes which I command thee

this day ; that all these curses shall come upon thee, and

overtake thee. 16. Cursed shalt thou be in the city, and

cursed shalt thou be in the field. 17. Cursed shall be thy

basket and thy kneading-trough. 18. Cursed shall be the

fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy land, the increase of

thy cows, and the young of thy flocks. 19. Cursed shalt

thou be at thy coming in, and cursed shalt thou be at thy

going out. 20. The Lord will send upon thee misfortune,

confusion, and failure, in all that thou settest thy hand

unto which thou mayest do, until thou be destroyed, and
'

until thou perish quickly; because of the wickedness of thy

doings, that thou hast forsaken me. 21. The Lord will

cause the pestilence to cleave unto thee, until it have con-

sumed thee from off the land> whither thou goest to possess

it. 22. The Lord will smite thee with consumption, and

with fever, and with inflammation, and with extreme

burning, and with drought,^ and with blasting, and with

mildew ; and they shall pursue thee until thou be lost. 23.

And thy heavens that are over thy head shall be copper,

and the earth that is under thee shall be iron. 24. The

Lord will make the rain of thy land powder and dust;

from heaven shall it come down upon thee, until thou be

destroyed. 25. The Lord will cause thee to be smitten

^ Mendelssohn con-iders these three as diseases of the human sys-

tem: "unnatural dryness, wasting- and jaundice;" others, however,

view them as diseases incidental to products of the earth.

VOL. V. 14
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before thy enemies ; on one way shalt thou go out against

them, and on seven ways shalt thou flee before them ; and

thou shalt become a horror unto all the kingdoms of the

earth. 26. And thy carcass shall become food unto all the

fowls of the heavens, and unto the beasts of the earth, and

no man shall chase them away. 27. The Lord will smite

thee with the inflammatory disease of Egypt, and with the

hemorrhoids, and with the scab, and with the itch, whereof

thou shalt not be able to be healed. 28. The Lord will

smite thee with madness, and blindness, and astonishment

of heart: 29. And thou shalt grope about at noonday, as

the blind gropeth about in darkness, and thou shalt not

prosper in thy ways ; and thou shalt be only oppressed and

spoiled all the days, without any one to help. 30. A wife

thou wilt betroth, and another man shall lie with her; a

house thou wilt build, and thou shalt not dwell therein ; a

vineyard thou wilt plant, and thou shalt not redeem it. 31.

Thy ox shall be slain before thy eyes, and thou shalt not eat

thereof; thy ass shall be violently taken away from before

thy face, and shall not be brought back to thee ; thy sheep

shall be given unto thy enemies, without any one to help

thee. 32. Thy sons and thy daughters shall be given unto

another people, and thy eyes shall look on, and fail with

longing for them all the day long ; but there sRall be no

power in thy hand. 33. The fruit of thy land, and all thy

labours, shall a nation which thou knowest not eat up ; and

thou shalt be only oppressed and crushed all the days. 34.

And thou shalt be mad from the sight of thy eyes which

thou wilt see. 35. The Lord will smite thee with a sore

inflammation upon the knees, and upon the legs, of which

thou shalt not be able to be healed, from the sole of thy

foot unto the top of thy head. 36. The Lord will bring
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thee, and thy king whom thou nnayest set over thee, unto

a nation which neither thou nor thy fathers have known

;

and thou shall serve there strange gods, of wood and

stone. 37. And thou shah become an astonishment, a pro-

verb, and a byword, among all nations whither the Lord
will lead thee. 38. Much seed wilt thou carry out into

the field, and but little shall thou gather in ; for the locust

shall consume it. 39. Vineyards wilt thou plant and dress,

but wine thou shall not drink nor lay up ; for the worms
shall eat them. 40. Olive trees wilt thou have throughout

all thy borders, but with the oil thou shall not anoint thy-

self; for thy olive shall cast the fruit. 41. Sons and daugh-

ters wilt thou beget, but they shall not remain thine ; for

they shall go into captivity. 42. All thy trees and the fruit of

thy land shall the locust strip bare. 43. The stranger that

is in the midst of thee shall get up above thee higher and

higher ; and thou shall come down lower and lower. 44.

He shall lend to thee, and thou shall not lend to him : he

shall become the head, and thou shall become the tail. 45.

And there shall come upon thee all these curses, and they

shall pursue thee, and overtake thee, till thou be destroyed ;

because thou didst not hearken unto the voice of the Lord

thy God, to keep his commandments and his statutes which

he hath commanded thee: 46. And they shall remain on

thee for a sign and for a to'ken, and on thy seed, for ever.

47. For the reason that thou didst not serve the Lord thy

God with joyfulness, and with gladness of heart, whilst

there was an abundance of all things. 48. Therefore shall

thou serve thy enemies whom the Lord will send against

thee, in hunger, and in thirst, and in nakedness, and in

want of all things ; and they will put a yoke of iron upon

thy neck, until they have destroyed thee. 49. The Lord

14*
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will bring up against thee a nation from afar, from the end

of the earth, as the eagle flieth ; a nation whose tongue thou

wilt not understand ; 50. A nation of a fierce* countenance,

that will not have regard for the old, nor show favour to

the young; 51. And it will eat the fruit of thy cattle, and

the fruit of thy land, until thou be destroyed ; which will

not leave unto thee corn, wine, or oil, the increase of thy

cows, or the young of thy flocks, until it have ruined thee.

52. And it will besiege thee in all thy gates, until thy high

and strong walls come down, wherein thou trustedst,

throughout all thy land ; and it will besiege thee in all thy

gates throughout all thy land, which the Lord thy God
hath given thee. 53. And thou shalt eat the fruit of thy

own body, the flesh of thy sons and of thy daughters, whom
the Lord thy God hath given thee, in the siege, and in the

straitness, wherewith thy enemy will distress thee. 54.

The man that is the most tender among thee, and who is

very delicate,—his eye shall look enviously toward his

brother, and toward the wife of his bosom, and toward the

remnant of his children whom he may spare ; 55. So as

not to give to any of them of the flesh of his children whom
he may eat ; because there is nothing left unto him in the

siege, and in the straitness, wherewith thy enemy will dis-

tress thee in all thy gates. 56. The woman, the most tender

among thee, and the most delicate, who hath never adven-

tured to set the sole of her foot upon the ground for deli-

cateness and tenderness,—her eye shall look enviously

toward the husband of her bosom, and toward her son,

and toward her daughter, 57. And toward her young one

that is come from her, and toward her children which she

hath born ; for she shall eat them for want of all things

* i. e. Bold and unmerciful in their conduct to prisoners.



<T : • - •• - V T :• : ^v - v j- -
i- •. : -

nin» ^^£3.11 : ^»n^N nin^ n^ nfrr 'j^nijim 59
T : <T : • : ) iv v: it : i" v - t - :

••< ): J- •• : r T v.r.* : V t j- t t:|T t v;-!".' :

||T |i : it: rtV • : • • i.t a- -: • -: ^ j- : - t

.•(.••: T J V -: T - T- : • t: T <-

: ^np,i^n -TjL^_ ^^^i; nin; oS^i n^rn n^;nn

;t : |v : t "i - t j • ^t -i.- t - ^-^ :
i

:

D^D^nS nyh:; nrn' e^ti—i^tnd nvif : n'riS^ cs
J- • : v " -: T : t v -:i- t t : ) iv

c:yhy niH' '^''t^' p 'bDn*^ ni^nnSi DDns^

WDni tnns^^nS n^t^'^s*n nriN-nji'N noinn 64
< I : r v:iv it : • : t ir t ;t - v -; t t -; |x

'ih im DnnN* D\iSN* 0:^?' nib);*! p^n
1 IV -: • • -: J- v; t t : -'t : ( -.'rtr r

-J
•• T <^ - I V IX J- I

*;••
) v.- -:i- ;t - T : y-r

-I T ; viT I y -: I-; -i.- • I ; : • : t - J-- t j ) :

nh) D^in nS'S rnni3^ iji^d ^S D'nSh ri^n
y : T : t : j- t :

- it vav '
i. I = '' : I v -



83 DEUTERONOMY XXVIII. KI TAHBO.

secretly, in the siege and in the straitness, wherewith thy

enemy will distress thee in thy gates. 58. If thou wilt not

observe to do all the words of this law which are written

in this book ; to fear* this glorious and fearful name, the

Lord thy God : 59. Then the Lord will render peculiar

thy plagues, and the plagues of thy seed, plagues great, and

of long continuance, and sicknesses sore, and of long con-

tinuance. GO. And he will bring back upon thee all the

diseases of Egypt, of which thou wast afraid ; and they shall

cleave unto thee. 61. Also every sickness, and every plague

which is not written in the book of this law, will the Lord

bring upon thee, until thou be destroyed. 62. And ye shall

be left few in number, instead of that ye were as the stars

of heaven for multitude ; because thou wouldest not hearken

to the voice of the Lord thy God. 63. And it shall come

to pass, that as the Lord rejoiced over you to do you good,

and to multiply you ; so will the Lord rejoice over you to

bring you to nought, and to destroy you ; and ye shall be

plucked from off the land whither thou goest to possess it.

64. And the Lord will scatter thee among all the nations,

from one end of the earth even unto the other end of the

earth ; and there shalt thou serve strange gods, which

neither thou nor thy fathers have known, even wood and

stone. 65. And among these nations shalt find thou no ease,

and there shall not be any rest for the sole of thy foot ; but

the Lord will give thee there a trembling heart, and failing

of eyes, and faintness of soul. 66. And thy life shall hang

in doubt before thee ; and thou shalt be in dread day and

* The plagues mentioned are not the result of any fortuitous cir-

cumstances, nor any extraneous cause; but only of the disobedience of

the Israelites to the will of God. It is a faithful adherence to the law

which alone could build up our state, as the reverse is the only thing'

which could give our enemies the victory over us.
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night, and shall have no assurance of thy life : 67. In the

morning thou wilt say, O, that it were but evening! and at

evening thou wilt say, O that it were but morning ! from the

dread of thy heai't which thou wilt experience, and from

the sight of thy eyes which thou wilt see. 68. And the

Lord will bring thee back to Egypt with ships, by the

way whereof I have spoken unto thee, Thou shalt no more

see it again ; and there ye will ofter yourselves* for sale

unto your enemies for bondmen and bondwomen, without

any one to buy you.

69. These are the words of the covenant, which the

Lord commanded Moses to make with the children of

Israel in the land of Moab, beside the covenant which he

had made with them in Horeb.*

_ 1. And Moses called unto all Israel, and said
CHAP XXIX

unto them. Ye yourselves have seen all that

the Lord did before your eyes in the land of Egypt unto

Pharaoh, and unto all his servants, and unto all his land ; 2.

The gfeat proofs which thy eyes have seen, those great

signs, and miracles : 3. Yet the Lord hath not given you a

heart to perceive, and eyes to see, and ears to hear, unto this

day.*" 4. And I have led you forty years in the wilderness

;

your clothes did not fall worn out from you, and thy shoe

did not fall worn out from thy foot. 5. Bread ye have not

eaten, and wine or strong drink have ye not drunk ; in

order that ye might understand that I am the Lord your

God.* 6. And when ye came unto this place, came Sichon

the king of Cheshbon, and Og the king of Bashan out

against us unto battle, and we smote them : 7. And we

' "Ye will seek to sell yourselves, but none will buy, for they will

decree against you slaughter and destruction."

—

IIashi.

^ Despite of the many proofs of God's mercy the people had obtained,

they were yet wavering in their faith.
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took their land, and gave it for an inheritance unto the

Reubenites, and to the Gadites, and to the half tribe of

Menasseh. 8. Keep you therefore the words of this cove-

nant, and do them, that ye nnay prosper in all that ye do.

9. Ye are standing this day, all of you, before
NITZABIM. o J J

the Lord your God ; your heads of your tribes,

your elders, and your officers, all the men of Israel, 10.

Your little ones, your wives, and thy stranger that is in

the midst of thy camp, from the hewer of thy wood unto

the drawer of thy v/ater: 11. That thou shouldest enter

into the covenant of the Lord thy God, and into his oath,

which the Lord thy God maketh with thee this day.* 12.

In order to raise thee up to-day unto himself for a people,

and that he may be unto thee a God, as he hath spoken

unto thee, and as he hath sworn unto thy fathers, to Abra-

ham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 13. And not with you only

do I make this covenant and this oath ; 14. But with him

that standeth here with us this day before the Lord our

God, and with him that is not here with us this, day.* 15.

For ye know how we dwelt in the land of Egypt ; and how

we came through the nations through which ye have

passed; 16. And ye saw their abominations, and their

idols; of wood and stone, silver and gold, which they had

with them : 17. So* that there may not be among you a man,

or a woman, or a family,or a tribe, whose heart turneth away

this day from the Lord our God, to go to serve the gods

* The reaffirmation of the covenant, with the oath of denunciation

for transgression now superadded, was for the purpose of impressing

the more strongly the necessity of obedience upon the people, so that

there might not be one individual or family, who, in daring careless-

ness, would offend against the will of the Lord, seeing that he himsel

had bound his soul with the covenant unto which he and all Israel had

voluntarily entered.

VOL. V. 15
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of these nations; that there may not be among you a root

that beareth poison-herb and wormwood; 18. And it

might come to pass, when he heareth the words of this

curse, that he would bless himself in his heart, saying,

There will be peace t<* me, though I walk in the stubborn-

ness of my heart, in order that the indulgence* of his pas-

sions may still the thirst therefor: 19. The Lord will not

pardon him ; but then the anger of the Lord and his jeal-

ousy will smoke against that man, and there will rest upon

him all the curses that are written in this book, and the

Lord will blot out his name from under the heavens. 20.

And the Lord will single him out unto evil out of all the

tribes of Israel, according to all the curses of the covenant

which are written in this book of the law. 21. And the

latest generation, your children that will rise up after you,

and the stranger that will come from a far land, shall say,

when they see the plagues of that land, and the sufferings

with which the T^ord hath afflicted it ; 22, (That) the

whole soil thereof is brimstone, and salt, and a burning

plain, which is not sown, and beareth not, and from which

no kind of grass springeih up, like the overthrow of Sodom,

and Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboyim, which the Lord

overthrew in his anger, and in his wrath :—23. Even all the

nations will say. Wherefore hath the Lord done thus unto

this land? whence the heat of this great anger? 24. Then

shall men say, Because they have forsaken the covenant

of the Lord, God of their fathers, which he made with

them when he brought them forth out of the land of Egypt:

25. And they went and served other gods, and worshipped

* After Arnheim, who renders mSD with "to appease," "to still;"

nn from the Aramaic "n "drunkenness," "violent indulgence;" and

nxoi' "thirst," "desire;" and means then, that he will continue to

indulge in unlawful desires, forgetful of the command of God, simply
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them, gods whom they knew not, and whom he had not

assigned* unto them ; 26. And the anger of the Lord was

kindled against this land, to bring upon it the entire curse

that is written in this book ; 27, And the Lord plucked

them out of their land in anger, and in wrath, and in great

indignation, and he cast them into another land, as it is

this day. 28. The secret things belong unto the Lord our

God ; but those things which are publicly known belong

unto us and to our children for ever, to do all the words of

this law.*

I. And it shall come to pass, when all these
CHAP. XXX.

, . . 1 , .
,thmgs are come upon thee, the blessmg and

the curse, which I have set before thee, and thou callest

them to mind among all the nations, whither the Lord thy

God hath driven thee, 2. So that thou returnest unto the

Lord thy God, and hearkenest unto his voice according to

all that I command thee this day, thou and thy children,

with all thy heart, and with all thy soul : 3. That then

the Lord thy God will restore thy captivity, and have com-

passion upon thee; and he will again gather thee from all

the nations, whither the Lord thy God hath scattered thee.

4. If thy outcasts be at the outmost parts of heaven, from

there will the Lord thy God gather thee, and from there

will he fetch thee : 5. And the Lord thy God will bring

thee into the land which thy fathers possessed, and thou

shalt possess it; and he will do thee good, and multiply thee

above thy fathers. 6. And the Lord thy God will circum-

cise thy heart, and the heart of thy seed, to love the Lord

thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, that thou

because his own will is stubborn, and he is careless about yielding'

obedience, nmiy Arnheim derives for -<y^ "fast, firm."

* Our religion points out to us how we are to worship; consequently

idolatry being interdicted, is properly a species of worship not as-

signed to us by God.

15*
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mayest live.* 7. And the Lord thy God will put all these

curses upon thy enemies, and on those that hate thee, who

have persecuted thee. 8. And thou wilt again hearken

unto the voice of the Lord, and thou wilt do all his com-

mandments which I command thee this day. 9. And the

Lord thy God will make thee pre-eminent* in every work of

ihy hand, in the fruit of thy body, and in the fruit of thy

cattle, and in the fruit of thy land, for good ; for the Lord

will again rejoice over thee for good, as he rejoiced over

thy fathers: 10. If" thou wilt hearken unto the voice of

the Lord thy God, to keep his commandments and his sta-

tutes which are written in this book of the law, if thou wilt

return unto the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with

all thy soul.*

IL For this commandment which I command thee this

day, is not hidden from thee, nor is it far off. 12. It is

not in heaven ; that thou shouldest say, Who will go up for

us to heaven, and bring it unto us, that we may hear it,

and do it? 13. Neither is it beyond the sea, that thou

shouldest say. Who will go over the sea for us, and bring

it unto us, that we may hear it, and do it? 14. But the

word is very nigh unto thee, in thy mouth, and in thy heart,

that thou mayest do it.* ,

15. See, I have set before thee this day life and the good,

death and the evil ; 16. In that I command thee this day

to love the Lord thy God, to walk in his ways, and to keep

a "jTnni from in' "more," therefore in Hiphil "to make one more

or greater than another," " to distinguish one for something."

^ All the blessings must be earned by obedience in the first instance;

and when they have been forfeited by sin, they can only be recovered

through a perfect return unto God with all the heart and all the soul.

This is the only condition pointed out to us in this beautiful passage.
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his commandments and his statutes and his ordinances;

that thou mayest live and muUiply ; and that the Lord thy

God may bless thee in the land whither thou goest to pos-

sess it. 17. But if thy heart turn away, so that thou wilt

not hearken, and thou sufferest thyself to be drawn away, and

thou worshippest other gods, and servest them ;* 18. I pro-

claim unto you this day, that ye shall surely perish, ye shall

not remain many days upon the land, whither thou passest

over the Jordan to go thither to possess it. 19. I call

heaven and earth as witnesses against you this day, that I

have set before you life* and death, the blessing and the

curse; therefore choose thou life, that thou mayest live,

both thou and thy seed : 20. To love the Lord thy God,

to hearken to his voice, and to cleave unto him ; for he is

thy life, and the length of thy days ; that thou mayest dwell

in the land which the Lord swore unto thy fathers, to Abra-

ham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give unto them.

1. And Moses went and spoke these words
VAYELiiiCH,

11 T 1

CHAP XXXI ""^^ Israel. 2. And he said unto them,

I am a hundred and twenty years old this

day ; I can no more'' go out and come in ; and the Lord
hath said unto me. Thou shalt not go over this Jordan. 3.

The Jjord thy God it is who goeth over before thee ; he

will destroy these nations from before thee, and thou shalt

dispossess them ; Joshua it is who goeth over before thee

as the Lord hath spoken.* 4. And the Lord will do unto

* Life is the sure recompense of goodness, death that of evil ; and as

God loves mercy he counsels man to choose goodness, in order that he
may live.

'' Rashi explains that the reason why Moses could no longer be the

leader of the people was not physical weakness, which is contradicted

by xxxiv. 7; but the will of God that he should not go over the

Jordan.



noNtn oSq :ii;;Si nn^oS ntf^r n:^"N{3

VT : >T T : IT I- : • ;v -: ^t : - :

• l"
• A- -: T : • - T : v t jv • '^-:i- rt-"

" • '

V :*= I- - : > : y -
; • : Ij: • iv : v

"Si^nji^^-^D »r;?S v^NJ ")!:xn ;;^in»S nL^>o

V - "jT r V T T - J- ) T ::v: |j--:

DrrS nnS DnbN*S nin» j;^:^': -^^^ pNfrr
rtv T J" T IT -: 1- n :

'^ j- : • v -: | v t t

)J" |— J T 1^ IT T ^v • : - I.T - :

Ti,5?^.i ^'^'^i ,^?ii ^^/' ^w 'i;'"?! ^'"i T^?^'

nninn-nxliro D'non :nnn ^vSi ^n^n kS ^
JT - V V J : • - IT •• t : (.T • y

; J - • • J" : • -; 1 - v t : -i"
-

I" t : • i"| : • t V : rt^ : j- ; I i -;

• T ^ -JV I I J-- rt
•• JT >• ':

-S:) Nina : niDon jin^ HDO'^n r^w nrbn n

DipD3 n'riSx* mn^ bs-nx HiNnS Sx")ir»
I

>, T -
I V v: JT : • : v t i" •• t : •

t •.•/.• •;
- JT - V t|: •

rtT ; • J. -:

<• T -: |T "t t V J"
I

: - IV • : T : v t . •

i;;pS ^\"})^.^*rJ "^g''^^
,T"!i?.l ^T^\ D'tr'|ni

DD^riSkVc mn^-rii^ us* "in noS* rj;oSi li^pts^':
V ••

I v: JT : V .-it: : : •
I
-j- . . : •



90 DEUTERONOMY XXXI. VAYELECH.

them as he hath done to Sichon and to Og, the kings of

the Amorites, and unto their land, whom he destroyed. 5.

And the Lord will give them up before you, and ye shall

do unto them according unto the whole of the command-

ment which I have commanded you. 6. Be strong and of

a good courage, be not afraid and be not dismayed of

them ; for the Lord thy God it is that goeth with thee ; he

will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.*

7. And Moses called unto Joshua, and said unto him

before the eyes of all Israel, Be strong and of a good cou-

rage ; for thou must go with this people unto the land which

the Lord hath sworn unto their fathers to give unto them
;

and thou shalt cause them to take it as a possession. 8.

And the Lord it is that goeth before thee ; he will be with

thee, he will not fail thee, nor will he forsake thee; fear

not, nor be thou faint-hearted. 9. And Moses wrote this

law, and delivered it unto the priests the sons of Levi, who

bore the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and unto all the

elders of Israel.* 10. And Moses commanded them, say-

ing, At the end of (every) seven* years, at the time of the

year of release, on the feast of tabernacles, IL When all

Israel come to appear before the Lord thy God in the

place which he will choose, shalt thou read this law before

all Israel in their hearing. 12. Assemble the people to-

gether, the men, and the women, and the children, and thy

stranger that is within thy gates, in order that they may

hear, and in order that they may learn how they are to

* At the Feast of Tabernacles succeeding the release year, as it is

explained by our authorities. It was then that th.e chief of the people

was to read the law in the hearing- of all ; since all had an equal

interest in the same, and all were bound to give it strict obedienae.

Religious instruction should therefore at our day be also imparted to

all who belong to the house of Israel.
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fear the Lord your God, and observe to do all the words of

this law : 13. And that their children, who have not yet

any knowledge, may hear, and learn to fear the Lord your

God, all the days which ye live in the land whither ye go

over the Jordan to possess it.*

14. And the Lord said unto Moses, Behold, thy days

approach that thou must die; call Joshua, and place your-

selves in the tabernacle of the congregation, that I may
give him a charge;^ and Moses and Joshua went, and placed

themselves in the tabernacle of the congregation. 15. And

the Ijord appeared in the tabernacle in a pillar of cloud

;

and the pillar of cloud stood at the door of the tabernacle.

16. And the Lord said unto Moses,Behold, when thou shalt

sleep with thy fathers, then will this people rise up, and go

astray after the gods of the strangers of the land, whither

they go to be among them, and they will forsake me, and

break my covenant which I have made with them. 17.

And my anger shall be kindled against them on that day,

and I will forsake them, and I will hide my face from them,

and they shall be given to be devoured, and many evils and

troubles shall overtake them ; and they will say on that day,

Is it not because my God is not in the midst of me that

these evils have overtaken me? 18. But I will hide my
face on that day on account of all the evils which they

have wrought, in that they have turned unto other gods.

19. Now therefore write ye for yourselves this song, and

teach it the children of Israel, put it in their mouth ; in

order that this song may become unto me a witness against

* This refers to verse 2.3, where it says : " And he gave a charg-e to

Joshua, &c." As Joshua was to succeed Moses, it was proper that

the Spirit should speak with him in the presence of his teacher ; so

that the people might respect hira.

vol. V. 16
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the children of Israel.* 20. For when I shall have brought

them into the land which I have sworn unto their fathers,

that floweth with milk and honey; and they shall have

eaten and filled themselves, and grown fat : then will they

turn unto other gods, and serve them, and provoke me,

and break my covenant. 21. And it shall come to pass,,

when many evils and troubles have befallen them, that this

song shall testify against them as a witness; for it shall not

be forgotten out of the mouth of their seed ;^ for I know
their inclination'' which they have shown, even this day, be-

fore I have brought them into the land which I have sworn.

22. And Moses wrote this song on the same day, and taught

it the children of Israel. 23. And he gave a charge unto

Joshua the son of Nun, and said, Be strong and of a good

courage ; for thou shalt bring the children of Israel into the

land which I have sworn unto them ; and I will be with

thee. 24. And it came to pass, when Moses had made an

end of writing the words of this law in a book, until they

were finished.* 25. That Moses commanded the Levites,

the bearers of the ark of the covenant of the Lord, saying,

26. Take this book of the law, and put it at the side of the

ark of the covenant of the Lord j^our God, that it may re-

main there against thee for a witness. 27. For I know thy

rebellion, and thy stiff neck : behold, while I am yet alive

with you this day, ye have been rebellious against the

Lord; and how much more after my death?* 28. Assemble

unto me all the elders of your tribes, and your officers, and

I will speak in their ears these words, and I will call as

* A promise that the law shall never be forgotten.

'' "The song shall, through the predictions it contains, be an evi-

dence that llieir sinful life was already present before me, before they

had yet taken possession of the promised land."

—

Arnheim.
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witnesses against them the heavens and the earth. 29. For

I know that after my death ye will to a surety become

corrupt, and turn aside from the way which I have com-

manded you ; and that the evil will befall you in the latter

days ; when ye do the evil in the eyes of the Lord, to in-

cense him through the work of your hands. 30. And Moses

spoke in the ears of all the congregation of Israel the words

of this song, until they were ended.

1. Give ear, O ye heavens, and I will speak

;

HAAZEENU. ,
' A \ ^ j r .u

/-.TiiT, wvTT s'^d hear, U earth, the words of my mouth.

2. My doctrine shall drop as the rain, my
speech shall distil as the dew, as heavy rains upon herbs,

and as showers upon the grass : 3. When I call on the

name of the Lord, ascribe ye greatness unto our God. 4.

He is the Rock, his work is perfect; for all his ways are

just; the God of truth and without iniquity, just and upright

is he. 5. The corruption is not his,=' it is the defect of his

children : of the perverse and crooked generation. 6. Do
ye thus requite the Lord, O people, worthless and unwise ?

is he not thy father who hath bought thee? he it is who
hath made thee, and established thee.* 7. Remember the

days of old, consider the years of former generations : ask

thy father, and he will tell thee ; thy elders, and they will say

it unto thee. 8. When the Most High divided to the na-

tions their inheritance, when he separated the sons of man,

he set the bounds of the tribes'" according to the number of

the children of Israel. 9. For the portion of the Lord is

his people; Jacob is the lot of his inheritance. 10. He

* The sinning of Israel is not a blemish upon the goodness of God;

he gave them a law which would render them happy, but they chose

sin and its subsequent sorrows.

'' Established twelve tribes from the twelve sons of Israel.

la*
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found him in a desert land, and in the waste of the howling

wilderness; he encircled him, he watched him, he guarded

him as the apple of his eye. 11. As an eagle stirreth up

her nest, fluttereth over her young, spreadeth abroad her

wings, taketh them, beareth them aloft on her pinions : 12.

So did the Lord alone lead him, and with him was no

strange god.*' 13. He made him to stride on the high places

of the earth, and caused him to eat the products of the

fields; and he made him to suck honey out of the rock,

and oil out of the flinty stone; 14. Cream of cows, and

milk of sheep, with fat of lambs, and rams of the breed of

Bashan, and goats, with the fat of the kidneys^ of wheat

;

and thou didst drink the pure blood of the grape. 15. But

Yeshurun waxed fat, and kicked; (thou art grown fat,

thick, fleshy) ; then he forsook the God who made him, and

lightly esteemed the Rock of his salvation. 16. They in-

censed him with strange gods, with abominations they

provoked him to anger. 17. They sacrificed unto devils,

things that are not god, gods that they knew not, new ones

lately come up, whom your fathers dreaded not. 18. Of the

Rock that begat thee thou wert unmindful, and forgottest

the God that had formed thee.* 19. And this the Lord

saw, and he was angry, because of the provoking of his

sons, and of his daughters. 20. And he said, I will hide

my face from them, I will see what their end will be; for

they are a perverse generation, children in whom there is

no faith. 21. They have moved me to wrath with that

which is no god ; they have provoked me to anger with

their vanities : and I will move them to jealousy with those

which are not a people; I will provoke them to anger with

a worthless nation. 22. For a fire is kindled in my anger,

' " An imag-e borrowed from the shape of the wheat ; for ' fine flour.'

'



ni;^n iD^Sr HBDK

T ;
— T -

rtV • : - • : V- T

'•)m bni\ Dj;3 ^^^S

T T J"T : I I V

nt^n nii/j; -inK* ir^s

A J- : - I : IT ;

^"^k "^^^^ '111- '^?'^'>*

T T ; JT I*

Di?^ Dip fftJ^-^3

AT ••
I," • - 1- -:

jDnrr hdid D.nSm 23
|- T J" ; 1 V - :

-

nnD DDDi
A'

4t'^t ;•• -: I I.- -: "^^

AT

IT • r '^
) I.-

: DnDT tr'i^N*^ nn^3tr'5< 27
IT :

•
(. v; I" T ;• : -

A--T V. : -: I V

: mrh'2 hvQ nin» ^vjSi 28
I T 'i-T IT : > :

IT • -: I- : (.-T

AT T : j-T •!.- :

: DnuDn ninn 31
IT • : • V.T I-

A" T "^^
J-. T 1,

: )tt <•

T • J I T ^-

- T : I <-T |-

AT -: V : - •

t idS n'i-iD hSst^K 33
IT (. : ; : : -

: nr^N D^jniD t^K"ii 34
IT : - (.- T ; ; : 5

: »n'-i!^if^:3 Dinn 35
IT : I : (, T

nhy-) toir)n nrS
at: - J T *(.••:

: idS nin;; ::*ni 36
IT i • *-•. IT :



95 DEUTERONOMY XXXII. HAAZEENU.

and it burneth unto the lowest deep ; and it consumeth the

earth with her products, and it setteth on fire the founda-

tions of the mountains. 23. 1 will heap upon them miseries

;

all my arrows will I spend upon them. 24. They shall be

wasted with hunger, and devoured with burning heat, and

with bitter deadly disease ; also the tooth of beasts will I

let loose upon them, with the poison of serpents that crawl

in the dust. 25. Without shall the sword destroy, and

terror within the chambers, both the young man and the

virgin, the suckling with the man of gray hairs. 20. I said,

I would drive them into one corner,* I would make their

remembrance to cease from among men : 27. Were it

not that I feared the wrath of the enemy, lest their adver-

saries should mistake the truth, lest they should say, Our

hand is high, and the Lord hath not wrought all this. 28.

For they are a nation void of counsel, neither is there any

understanding in them.* 29. O that they were but wise,

that they understood but this, they would consider their end !

30. How should one chase a thousand, and two put ten

thousand to flight, unless their Rock had sold them, and the

Lord had delivered them up? 3L For not as our Rock is

their rock, even our enemies themselves being judges. 32.

For from the vine of Sodom is their vine, and from the

fields of Gomorrah : their grapes are grapes of gall, they

bear bitter clusters. 33. The poison of serpents is their

wine, and the cruel venom of asps. 34. Behold ! this is

laid up in store with me, it is sealed up among my trea-

sures ? 35. Mine are vengeance and recompense ; at the

time that their foot shall slip ; for the day of their calamity

draweth nigh, and the future speedeth along for them. 36.

For the Lord will espouse the cause of his people, and

Rashi ; others render : " I would make an end of tliem."
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bethink himself concerning his servants, when he seeth that

their power is gone, and the guarded and fortified are no

more. 37. Then will he say. Where are their gods, the

rock in whom they trusted, 38. They* that ate the fat of

their sacrifices, and drank the wine of their drink-ofierings ]

]et them arise and help you, let them be a protection over

you. 39. See now that I, even I, am he, and there is no

god with me : I kill, and I make alive ; I wound, and I heal

:

and there is none that can deliver out of my hand.* 40.

For I lift up my hand to heaven, and say, I live for ever."*

41. When I whet my glittering sword, and my hand taketh

hold on judgment; I will render vengeance unto my ene-

mies, and I will requite those that hate me. 42. I will make

my arrows drunk with blood, and my sword shall devour

flesh ; from the blood of the slain and of the captives, from

the crushed head of the enemy. 43. Speak, O ye nations,

the praises of his people ; for he'= will avenge the blood of

his servants, and will render vengeance to his adversaries,

and forgive his land, and his people.*

44. And Moses came and spoke all the words of this

song in the ears of the people, he, and Hoshea the son of

Nun. 45. And when Moses had made an end of speaking

all these words to all Israel : 46. Then said he unto them.

Set your hearts unto all the words which I testify against

you this day, so that ye may command them your children,

to observe to do all the words of this law. 47. For it is

not a vain thing for you ; on the contrary it is your life

;

^ Arnheim renders :
" The fat of whose sacrifices they ate, the wine

of whose drink offerings they drank 1"

'' Arnheim views this not as an oath, but merely as a declaration

that the display of the divine power will convince tlie heathens that

the Lord God lives for ever.

^ Aben Ezra refers "he" to people, and would give: "It will

avenge the blood of his (God's) servants—and his people will atone

for his land."
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and through this thing shall ye live many days in the land,

whither ye go over the Jordan to possess it.*

48. And the Lord spoke unto Moses that self-same day,

saying, 49. Get thee up into this mountain of Abarim,

unto mount Nebo, which is in the land of Moab, that is in

front of Jericho ; and behold the land of Canaan, which I

give unto the children of Israel for a possession : 50. And
die on the mount whither thou goest up, and be gathered

unto thy people ; as Aaron thy brother died on mount Hor,

and was gathered unto his people: 51. Because ye tres-

passed against me in the midst of the children of Israel at

the waters of contention at Kadesh, in the wilderness of

Zin ; because ye sanctified me not in the midst of the chil-

dren of Israel. 52. For from afar shalt thou see the land ;

but thou shalt not go thither unto the land which I give the

children of Israel.

1. And this is the blessinor, where-
VEZOTE HABERACHAH. .

, ,^ , r ^ i

CHAP xxxill
"^' Moses, the man oi God,

blessed the children of Israel be-

fore his death. 2. And he said. The Lord came from

Sinai, and rose up from Sei'r unto them ; he shone forth

from mount Paran, and he came with ten thousands of

saints ; from his right hand he gave a fiery law unto them.

3. Yea, he loved the tribes ; all his saints were in thy hand

;

and they prostrate before thy feet, received thy words.

4. The law which Moses commanded us, is the inheritance

of the congregation of Jacob. 5. And he became king in

Yeshurun, when the heads of the people were assembled,

as one the tribes of Israel. 6. Let Reuben live, and not

die ; and let not his men be few.

7. And this is (the blessing) of Judah : and he said, Hear,

Lord, the voice of Judah, and bring him unto his people:

VOL. v. 17
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let his hands be sufficient for him ; and be thou a help to

him from his adversaries.*

8. And of Levi he said, Thy Thummim and thy Urim
are with thy holy one, whom thou didst prove at Massah,

and with whom thou didst strive at the waters of Meribah;

9. Who said unto his father and to his mother, I have not

seen him ; and who did not acknowledge his brothers, nor

knew his own children; for they observe thy word, and

they keep thy covenant. 10. They shall teach thy judg-

ments unto Jacob, and thy law unto Israel : they shall put

incense before thee, and whole burnt-sacrifice upon thy

altar. 11. Bless, O Lord, his substance, and accept the

work of his hands: smite through the loins of them that

rise up against him, and of those that hate him, that they

rise not again.

12. And of Benjamin he said. The beloved of the Lord,

he shall dvi'ell in safety by him : he will cover him all the

day long, and he will dwell between his shoulders.*

13. And of Joseph he said, Blessed of the Lord be his

land, through the precious gift of heaven, through the dew,

and through the deep that coucheth beneath, 14. And
through the precious fruits brought forth by the sun, and

through the precious things put forth by the moon, 15.

And through the best things of the ancient mountains, and

through the precious things of the lasting hills, 16. And
through the precious things of the earth and the fulness

thereof, and through the good will of him that dwelt in the

thorn-bush: let these blessings come upon the head of

Joseph, and upon the crown of the head of him that was

separated from his brothers. 17. His firstborn steer is

glorious, and his horns are like the horns of reem ; with

them he shall push the people together to the ends of the

earth : and they are the ten thousands of Ephraim, and they

are the thousands of JMenasseh.*
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18. And of Zebulun he said, Rejoice, Zebulun, in tliy

going out; and, Issachar, in thy tents. 19. They shall call

the people unto the mountain; there shall they offer sacri-

fices of righteousness ; for they will suck the abundance of

the seas, and the treasures hid in the sand.

20. And of Gad he said, Blessed be he that enlargeth

Gad : like a lioness he layeth himself down, and teareth off

the arm with the crown of the head. 21. And he provided

the first part for himself, because there is the field of the

law-giver, of the hidden ; and he went forth at the head of

the people, he executed the justice of the Lord, and his

judgments with Israel.*

22. And of Dan he said, Dan is a lion's whelp, that

leapeth forth from Bashan. 23. And of Naphtali he said,

Naphtali is satisfied with favour, and full with the blessing

of the Lord ;
possess thou the west and the south.

24. And of Asher he said. More than (all) the children

be Asher blessed; let him be the most favoured of his

brethren, and let him dip his foot in oil. 25. Iron and

copper shall be thy bolts ; and as thy (younger) days so shall

thy old age be. 26. There is none like unto the God of

Yeshurun, who passeth over the heavens to help thee, and

in his excellency over the skies.* 27. The eternal God is

thy refuge, and here beneath, the everlasting arms ; and

he thrust out the enemy from before thee ; and he said,

Destroy. 28. And Israel then dwelled in safety, alone;

the fountain of Jacob ; in a land of corn and wine ; also the

heavens thereof shall drop down dew. 29. Happy art thou,

O Israel ! who is like unto thee, O people, saved by the

Lord, the Shield of thy help, and who is the sword of thy

excellency ! and thy enemies shall address flattery unto

thee ; and thou shalt tread upon their high places.*

1. And Moses went up from the plains of
CHAP. XXXIV. ^^ , ,

. ^ ^T ,Moab upon the mountam of Nebo, to the

17*
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top of Pisgah, that is before Jericho ; and the Lord showed

him all the land, Gilead, unto Dan, 2. And all Naphtali,

and the land of Ephraim, and Menasseh, and all the land

of Judah, unto the western sea. 3. And the south, and the

plain of the valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees, unto

Zoar. 4. And the Lord said unto him, This is the land

which I swore unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob,

saying, LFnto thy seed will I give it : I have caused thee to

see it with thy eyes, but thither thou shalt not go over. 5.

So Moses the servant of the Lord died there in the land of

Moab, according to the word of the Lord. 6. And he

buried him in the valley in the land of Moab, opposite Beth-

peor ; but no man knoweth of his sepulchre unto this day.

7. And Moses was a hundred and twenty years old when

he died ; his eye was not dimmed, and his natural force

had not abated. 8. And the children of Israel wept for

Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days ; and then were

ended the days of weeping and mourning for Moses. 9.

And Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wis-

dom ; for Moses had laid his hands upon him ; and the

children of Israel hearkened unto him, and did as the Lord

had commanded Moses. 10. And there arose not a prophet

since in Israel like unto Moses, whom the Lord knew face

to face, IL In respect to all the signs and the wonders,

which the Lord sent him to do in the land of Egypt to

Pharaoh, and to all his servants, and to all his land, 12.

And in respect to all that mighty hand, and in all the great

terror which Moses displayed before the eyes of all Israel.

END OF DEUTERONOMY.
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BLESSINGS FOR THE HAPHTORAH.

Before reading, say,

Blessed art thou, O Lord, our God ! King of the universe,

who hast chosen good prophets ; and found delight in their

Xvords, which were delivered in truth. Blessed art thou,

O Lord f who hast chosen the law, thy servant Moses, thy

people Israel, and the true and righteous prophets.

After the reading of the Haphtorah, the Portuguese Jews add,

'

" Our Redeemer ! the Lord of Hosts is his name, the holy

One of Israel."

After whishy the following.

Blessed art thou, O Lord, our God ! King of the universe

;

Protector of all the worlds, who art righteous in all gene-

rations;. the faithful God, who promisest and performest:

speakest and accomplishest ; for all thy words are true and

just. Faithful art thou, O Lord, our God ! and thy words

are faithful: for not one of thy words shall return back

fruitless ; for thou, O God ! art a faithful King. Blessed art

thou, O Lord ! the God who art faithful in all thy words.

O have compassion upon Zion, for it is the dwelling of

our life; and speedily in our days save the afflicted in

spirit. Blessed art thou, O Lord ! who wilt cause Zion to

rejoice in her children.

O Lord our God ! cause us to rejoice in the coming of

thy servant Elijah, the prophet, and in the kingdom of

the house of David, thy anointed. May he come speedily,

and gladden our hearts. Suffer no stranger to sit on his

throne, nor any other to inherit his glory ; for by thy holy
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103 HAPHTORAH OF DEBARIM.

name hast thou sworn unto him that his lamp should never

be extinguished. Blessed art thou, O Lord ! the Shield of

David.

For the sake of the law, the worship, and the prophets,

and this Sabbath day, which thou hast given to us for a

day of sanctification, rest, glory, and honour; for all this,

O Lord, our God ! we thank and praise thee ; blessed be

thy name in the mouth of every living creature, continu-

ally and for evermoi'e. Blessed art thou, O Lord ! who
sanctifiest the Sabbath.

CHAP. I.

HAPHTORAH OF DEBARIM.

Isaiah i. 1.

I. The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which

he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the

days of Uzziah, Jotham, Achaz, and Hezekiah, kings of

Judah. 2. Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth ; for

the Lord hath spoken, children have I nourished and

brought up, but they have rebelled against me. 3. The ox

knoweth his owner, and the ass his master's crib ; Israel

doth not know, my people doth not consider. 4. Wo
sinful nation, people laden with iniquity, seed of evildoers

children that are corrupt: they have forsaken the Lord

they have incensed the Holy One of Israel, they are de

parted backward. 5. Why will ye be stricken yet more?

that ye increase the revolt : every head is sick, and every

heart is faint. 6. From the sole of the foot even unto the

head there is no soundness in it ; but wounds, and bruises,

VOL. V. 18
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and putrefying sores : ihey have not been closed, nor bound

up, nor moilified with oil. 7. Your country is desolate,

your cities are burned with fire ; your soil—in your pre-

sence, strangers devour it, and it is desolate, as overthrown

by strangers. 8. And left is the daughter of Zion as a hut

in a vineyard, as a lodge in a cucumber-field, as a besieged

city, 9. Unless the Lord of hosts had left unto us a rem-

nant ever so small, like Sodom should we have been, unto

Gomorrah should we be compared. 10. Hear the word
of the Lord, ye rulers of Sodom

; give ear unto the law of

our God, ye people of Gomorrah. 11. What is unto me
the multitude of your sacrifices? saith the Lord : I am sated

with the burnt-offerings of rams, and the fat of fed beasts;

and the blood of bullocks, and of sheep, and of he-goats I

do not desire. 12. When ye come to appear in my pre-

sence—who hath required this at your hand, to tread my
courts? 13. Bring no more an oblation of deceit; incense

of abomination is it unto me ; new moon and sabbath, the

calling of assemblies—I cannot bear misdeed with festive

gathering. 14. Your new moons and your appointed feasts

my soul hateth; they have become a burden unto me; I

am weary to bear them. 15. And when ye spread forth

your hands, I will hide my eyes from you
;
yea, when ye

make ever so many prayers, I will not hear : your hands are

full of blood. 16. Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean

;

put away the evil of your deeds from before my eyes ; cease

to do evil ; 17. Learn to do well ; seek for justice, relieve the

oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the widow. 18.

Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord:

though your sins be as scarlet, they shall become white as

the snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be-

come like wool. 19. If ye be willing and obey, the best
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105 HAPHTORAH OF VAETCHANNAN.

of the land shall ye eat. 20. But if ye refuse and rebel, ye

shall be devoured by the sword; for the mouth of the Lord
hath spoken it. 21. How is she become a harlot, the faith-

ful city! she was full ofjustice; righteousness lodged therein
;

but now murderers. 22. Thy silver is become dross, thy

"wine is mixed with water; 23. Thy princes are rebels,

and companions of thieves ; every one loveth bribes, and

runneth after rewards ; the fatherless they judge not, and

the cause of the widow doth not come unto them. 24.

Therefore saith the Lord, the Lord of hosts, the mighty

One of Israel, Ah, I will satisfy myself on my adversaries,

and avenge myself on my enemies. 25. And I will turn my
hand over thee, and purge away like lie thy dross, and take

away all thy tin : 26. And I will restore thy judges as at the

first, and thy counsellors as at the beginning ; after that shalt

thou be called. The city of righteousness, the town that is

faithful. 27. Zion shall be redeemed through justice, and

her converts through righteousness.

HAPHTORAH OF VAETCHANNAN.

Isaiah xl. 1.

1. Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith

your God. 2. Speak ye (comfort) to the heart

of Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her time of sorrow is

accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned ; for she hath

received of the hand of the Lord double for all her sins.

3. A voice crieth. In the wilderness prepare ye the way of

the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our

God. 4. Every valley shall be raised, and every mountain

and hill shall be made low : and the crooked shall be made
18*
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106 HAPHTORAH OF VAETCHANNAN.

a Straight path, and the rough places a plain : 5. And the

glory of the Lord shall be revealed ; and all flesh shall see

it together; for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. 6.

A voice saith, Proclaim ; and he saith, What shall I pro-

claim ? All flesh is grass, and all its goodliness is as the

flower of the field: 7. The grass withereth, the flower

fadeth ; because the breath of the Lord hath blown upon

it ; surely the people is grass. 8. The grass withereth, the

flower fadeth ; but the word of our God will stand for ever.

9. Get thee up into the high mountain, thou that bringest

good tidings to Zion ; lift up with strength thy voice,

thou who bringest good tidings to Jerusalem ; lift it up, be

not afraid ; say unto the cities of Judah, Behold, (here is)

your God ! 10. Behold, the Lord God will come with

might, and his arm ruleth for him : behold, his reward is

with him, and his recompense before him. 11. Like a

shepherd will he feed his flock : with his arm will he gather

the lambs, and in his bosom will he carry them, gently

will he lead those that suckle their young. 12. Who hath

measured in the hollow of his hand the waters, and meted

out the heavens with the span, and comprised in a measure

the dust of the earth, and weighed in scales the mountains,

and hills in a balance ? 13. Who hath measured the Spirit

of the Lord 1 and who was his counsellor that he hath taught

him ? 14. With whom took he counsel, that he gave him

understanding, and taught him the path of justice, and

taught him knowledge, and showed to him the way of un-

derstanding? 15. Behold the nations are as a drop of a

bucket, and as the small dust of the balance are they

counted : behold, he lifteth up the isles like fine dust. 16.

And Lebanon is not sufficient for burning, and the beasts

thereof do not suffice for burnt offering. 17. All the nations

are as nothing before him ; less than nothing, and vanity

are they counted to him. 18. To whom then will ye
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107 HAPHTORAH OF AYKEB.

liken God ? or what likeness will ye compare unto him ?

19. The graven image which the workman hath melted,

and which the goldsmith hath spread over with gold, and

with silver chains the caster? 20. He that is skilled in

the choice chooseth a wood that will not rot; he seeketh

unto him a skilful workman to prepare a graven image,

that shall not be moved. 21. Know ye not? hear ye not?

hath it not been told you from the beginning? have ye not

understood the foundations of the earth ? 22. It is he that

dwelleth above the circle of the earth, and the inhabitants

thereof are as grasshoppers ; that stretcheth out the heavens

as a curtain, and spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in

:

23. That bringeth the princes to nothing ; who rendereth

the judges of the earth as vanity. 24. Yea, they are not

yet planted ; yea, they are not yet sown ; yea, their stock

hath not yet taken root in the earth ; when he but bloweth

upon them, and they wither, and the whirlwind carrieth

them away as stubble. 25. To whom then will ye liken

me, that I should be equal to ? saith the Holy One. 26.

Lift up your eyes on high, and behold, who hath created

these, he that bringeth out their host by number; that

calleth them all by names ; from him, who is great in might,

and strong in power, not one escapeth.

HAPHTORAH OF AYKEB,

Isaiah xlix. 14.

14. And Zion said, The Eternal hath forsaken me, and

the Lord hath forgotten me. 15. Can a woman forget her

sucking child, not to have compassion on the son of her

body ? yea, should these even forget, yet would I not forget

thee. 16. Behold, upon the palms of my hands have I en-

graved thee ; thy walls are continually before me. 17. Thy
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1Q8 HAPHTOEAH OF AYKEB.

children come in haste; thy destroyers and they that made

thee waste shall go away from thee. 18. Lift up thy eyes

round about, and see : they all are assembled together,

they come to thee ; as I live, saith the Lord, thou shalt

surely clothe thee with them all, as with an ornament, and

bind them on thee, as a bride. 19. For thy ruins and thy

desolate places, and thy wasted land,—yea now shall it be

too narrow by reason of the inhabitants, and thy destroyers

shall be far away. 20.- Yet again shall say before thy ears

the children of whom thou wast deprived. The place is too

narrow for me ; make room for me that I may dwell. 21.

And thou shalt say in thy heart, Who hath born me these,

seeing I had lost my children, and was desolate, a captive,

and outcast? and who hath brought up these? Behold, I

was left alone; these, where have they been? 22. Thus

saith the Lord God, Behold, I will lift up my hand to the

nations, and raise up high my standard to the people ; and

they shall bring thy sons in (their) arms, and thy daughters

shall be carried upon shoipldeFs. 23. And kings shall be thy

nursing fathers, and their princesses thy nursing mothers
;

with their face toward the earth shall they bow down to

thee, and the dust of thy feet shall they lick up : and thou

shalt know that I am the Lord ; who will not suffer to be

ashamed those who hope in me. 24. Shall the prey be

taken from the mighty, or shall the captive of the victor

escape ? 25. But thus saith the Lord, Even the captive of

the mighty shall be taken away, and the prey of the power-

ful shall escape ; and with thy opponents will I contend,

and thy children will I save. 26. And I will feed thy op-

pressors with their own flesh; and as with new wine shall

they be made drunk with their own blood : and all flesh

shall know that I the Eternal am thy Saviour, and thy

Redeemer the Mighty One of Jacob. 1. Thus

saith the Loud, Where is your mother's bill of
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109 HAPHTORAH OF AYKEB.

divorcement, wherewith I have put her away 1 or who of

my creditors is it to whom I have sold you ? behold, for

your iniquities were ye sold, and for your transgressions

was your mother put away. 2. Why did I come and no

man was there present, did I call, with none to answer?

hath my hand become too short for redeeming? or is there

no power in me to deliver? behold, through my rebuke I

dry up the sea, I make the rivers a wilderness : their fish

stinketh for want of water, and dieth for thirst. 3. I clothe

Ihe heavens with blackness, and I make sackcloth iheir

garment.—4. The Lord God hath given me a tongue for

teaching, that I should know how to strengthen the weary

with the word: he wakeneth morning by morning, he

wakeneth my ear to listen like those who come to learn.

5. The Lord God hath opened my ear, and I resisted not,

I turned not backward. 6. I gave my back to the smiters,

and my cheeks to those that plucked off the hair: my face

I hid, not from abuse and spitting. 7. But the Lord God

will help me ; therefore shall I not be confounded ; therefore

have I rendered my face like a flint, and I know that I shall

not be ashamed. 8. He that justifieth me is near; who

will contend with me? let us stand forward together: who

hath a dispute with me? let him come near to me. 9. Be-

hold, the Lord God will help me ; who is he that will con-

demn me? lo, they all shall wax old as a garment; the

moth shall eat them up. 10. Who is among you that

feareth the Lord, that listeneth to the voice of his servant?

though he have walked in darkness, and had no light: let

him trust in the name of the Lord, and stay himself upon

his God. 11. Behold, all ye that kindle fire, that urge on

the flames: walk in the light of your fire, and by the flames

ye have kindled ; from my hand had you this ; in sorrow

shall ye lie down. I. Hearken to me, ve that
CHAP. LI. •
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pursue righteousness, that seek the Lord: look

VOL. v. 19
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110 HA.PHTORAH OF REA.Y.

unto the rock whence ye were hewn, and to the hole of the

pit whence ye were dug. 2. Look unto Abraham your

father, and unto Sarah that bore you : for he was one

when I called him, and I blessed him, and I increased him.

3. Yea, the Lord comforteth Zion; he comforteth all her

ruins; and he maketh her wilderness like Eden, and her

desert like the garden of the Lord; joy and gladness shall

be found therein, thanksgiving, and the voice of song.

HAPHTORAH OF REAY.

ISAtAH liv. 11.

[The Portuguese say this though it be New Moon day, or the day

before the new moon ; other congregations say then the appropriate

Haphtorah, others only that of the new moon. The Portuguese add

the proper verses of the respective Haphtorahs.]

11. O thou afflicted, tossed with tempest, and not com-

forted, behold, I will lay thy stones with fair colours, and

lay thy foundations with sapphires. 12. And I will make of

rubies thy battlements, and thy gates of carbuncles, and all

thy borders of precious stones. 13. And all thy children

are taught of the Lord; and great is the peace of thy chil-

dren. 14. In righteousness shall thou be established: thou

shalt be far from oppression, for thou shalt not fear; and

from terror, for it shall not come near thee. 15. Behold,

they that assemble together, are nothing without me : who-

soever shall assemble together against ihee shall fall under

thy power. 16. Behold, I have created the smith that

bloweth the coals in the fire, and that bringeth forth an in-

strument for his work ; and I have created the waster to

destroy. 17. No weapon that is formed against thee shall

prosper; and every tongue that shall rise against thee in



in : nin»-Di<: *riN*» onpivi nin» n^r hSm '^J

natr' IdS flDD iS-pN "l^'NI D*^i)S oS NDV-Sd
: • < : I V rtT I I • ;.•-: I- • — J :

•• t t

j-'^- : • : ::-•• - < t ; • ^t : t :

J- : V : • - •• -I : v ; : t < - iv : : - I v iv -

nn *iDn dSi); nna ddS nniDNn cdd^tidj
^- T ;•• : - T ^ J- : v t <t : : v : a'.' ^ =

"

: ^*nN|3 9 S}<n^: ^"HR^l ^''^^^. '^P'. \^-^i ^^^Ir

tr^J^JO \sn^m nN{-»o DD^mo Kin iix '±i^ 12

- T • T •• - : -
I V T J- : • - T jv

J T 1 : - tS" T • : (.V y- •
I I- • - ^- -:

?l»rtS»v nin^ bj5^i : isnS non'-ixSi nnti^S 15
I V v: JT : • IT ; i : - v~ • v i •



Ill HAPHTORA.H OF SHOPHETIM.

judgment thou shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the

servants of the Lord, and their due reward of me, saith the

Lord. 1. Ho, every one that thirsteth, come
CHAP. LV.

, J , , , .

ye to the water, and he that hath no money

;

come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy without money and

without price wine and milk. 2. Wherefore do ye spend

money for that which is not bread 1 and your labour for

that which satisfieth not? hearken then unto me, and eat

ye what is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness.

3. Incline your ear, and come unto me ; hear, and your

soul shall live ; and I will make with you an everlasting

covenant, the promised mercies of David, which are sure.

4. Behold, for a witness unto nations have I appointed

him, a leader and commander to nations. 5. Behold, a people

thou knowest not thou shalt call, and a nation that knew

not thee shall run unto thee ; because of the Lord thy God,

and for the Holy One of Israel, for he hath glorified thee.

HAPHTORAH OF SHOPHETIM.

Isaiah li. 1*2.

12. I, I am he that comforteth you; who art thou, that

thou shouldest be afraid of a man that must die, and of the

son of man who will wither as the grass? 3. And thou

forgottest the Lord, thy Maker, who hath spread out the

heavens, and laid the foundations of the earth ; and thou

dreadedst continually, all the day, before the fury of the

oppressor, whenever he aimed to destroy? and where

is (now) the fury of the oppressor? 14. The captive will

be speedily set free; and he shall not die in the dungeon,

and his bread shall not fail. 15. For I am the Lord thy

19*
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God, who stirreth up the sea that its waves roar; the Lord

of hosts is his name. 16. And I have put my words in thy

mouth, and with the shadow of my hand have I covered

thee; to plant the heavens, and to lay the foundations of

the earth, and to say to Zion, Thou art my people. 17.

Rouse up, rouse up, arise, O Jerusalem, thou who hast

drunk from the hand of the Lord the cup of his fury ; the

deep cup of confusion thou hast drunk, thou hast drained.

18. There is none to guide her, from all the children whom
she hath born ; and there is none that taketh her by the

hand, from all the children whom she hath brought up. 19.

Two things they are which have befallen thee, who will

be sorry for thee ? desolation and destruction, and famine

and the sword—with whom shall I comfort thee. 20. Thy
children have fainted, they lie at the corners of all the streets,

as a wild bull caught in a net, who are full of the fury of

the Lord, the rebuke of thy God. 21. Therefore hear now
this, O thou afflicted; and drunk, but not with wine. 22.

Thus saith thy Lord, the Eternal, and thy God, who
pleadeth for his people. Behold, I have taken out of thy

hand the cup of confusion, the deep cup of my fury ; thou

shalt no more drink it again. 23. And I will put it in the

hand of those who afflicted thee, that have said to thy soul.

Bend thee down, that we may pass over; and thou madest

like the earth thy back, and like the street for those that went

over. 1. Awake, awake, put on thy strength, O
CHAP. LII.

1 1 • /•
I /-\ r

Zion; put on thy beautiful garments, O Jerusa-

lem, holy city ; for no more shall come into thee henceforth

the uncircumcised and unclean. 2. Shake thyself free from

the dust, arise, sit down, O Jerusalem ; loosen thyself from

the bands of thy neck, O captive, daughter of Zion. 3.

For thus saith the Lord, For naught were you sold, and

without silver shall ye be redeemed. 4. For thus saith the
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Lord God, Into Egypt went my people down aforetime,

and Asshur oppressed it witiiout cause. 5. And now what

have I here, saith the Lord, since my people hath been

taken away for naught? its rulers vaunt, speaketh the Lord,

and continually, all the day, is my name blasphemed.

6. Therefore shall my people know my name, therefore

—

on that day, that I am he that speaketh ; here am I. 7.

How beautiful are upon the mountains the feet of the mes-

senger of good tidings, that publisheth peace, that an-

nounceth tidings of happiness, that publisheth salvation,

that saith unto Zion, Thy God reignelh. 8. The voice of

thy watchmen,—they raise their voice, together shall they

shout; for eye to eye shall they see, when the Lord re-

turneth unto Zion. 9. Break forth (in song), shout together,

ye ruins of Jerusalem ; for the Lord hath comforted his

people, he hath redeemed Jerusalem. 10. The Lord hath

made bare his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations

;

and all the ends of the earth see the salvation of our God.

IL Depart ye, depart ye, go out from there, touch no un-
clean thing; go ye out from the midst of it; cleanse your-

selves, ye bearers of the vessels of the Lord. 12. For not

in haste shall ye go out, and not in flight shall ye go ; for

before you goeth the Lord, and your rearward is the God
of Israel.

HAPHTORAH OF KI TETZAY.

Isaiah liv. 1.

[Some congrecrations add the Haphtorah of Reay if it is omitted for

Rosh Chodesh, or Machar Chodesh.]

1. Sing, O barren, thou that hast not born;
CHAP. LIV. ,,^|. .. ,.. ij

break forth into singmg, and rejoice aloud,
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114 HAPHTORAII OF KI TETZAY.

thou that hast not travailed ; for more are the children of

the desolate than the children of the married wife, saith

the Loud. 2. Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them

stretch forth the curtains of thy habitations,—spare not;

lengthen thy cords, and strengthen thy stakes ; 3. For

thou shall break forth to the right hand and to the left

;

and thy seed shall inherit nations, and re-people desolate

cities. 4. Fear not ; for thou shalt not be ashamed ; and be

not confounded, for thou shalt not be put to shame ; for

the shame of thy youth shalt thou forget, and the reproach

of thy widowhood shalt thou not remember any more. 5.

For thy husband is thy Maker, the Lord of hosts is his

name ; and thy Redeemer the Holy One of Israel, The

God of the whole earth shall he be called. 6. For as a

woman forsaken and grieved in spirit did the Lord call

thee back, and as a wife of youth, that was refused, saith

thy God. 7. For a small moment have I forsaken thee

;

but with great mercies will I gather thee. 8. In a little

wrath did I hide my face for a moment from thee ; but with

everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee; saith the

Lord thy Redeemer. 9. For as the waters of Noach is

this unto me ; as I have sworn that the waters of Noach
should no more go over the earth ; so have I sworn that I

would not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee. 10. For

the mountains may depart, and the hills may be removed;

but my kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall

the covenant of my peace be removed, saith the Lord that

hath mercy on thee.
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HAPHTORAH OF KI TAHBO.

Isaiah Ix. 1.

1. Arise, shine, for thy light is come; and the
CHAP LX

' ' ^ o '

glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. 2. For

behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and a gross

darkness the people ; but over thee will the Lord rise, and

his glory will be seen over thee. 3. And nations shall

walk by light, and kings by the brightness of thy shining.

4. Lift up thy eyes round about and see, they all are as-

sembled, they come to thee, thy sons shall come from afar,

and thy daughters are brought along in arms. 5. Then

wilt thou see and be filled with light, and thy heart will

dread and be enlarged ; because unto thee shall be turned

the abundance of the sea, the riches of nations shall come

unto thee. 6. The multitude of camels shall cover thee,

the dromedaries of Midian and Ephah ; they all from Sheba

shall come ;
gold and frankincense shall they carry, and

the praises of the Lord shall they announce. 7. All the

flocks of Kedar shall be assembled unto thee, the rams of

Nebayoth shall minister unto thee ; they shall come with

acceptance (unto me) upon my altar, and the house of my
glory will I glorify. 8. Who are these that fly like a cloud,

and like the doves to their windows? 9. Yea, unto me
(the inhabitants of) the isles shall hasten, and the ships of

Tarshish at first, to bring thy sons from afar, their silver

and their gold with them ; unto the name of the Lord thy

God, and to the Holy One of Israel, because he hath

glorified thee. 10. And the sons of the stranger shall build

up thy walls, and their kings shall minister unto thee ; for

in my wrath did I smite thee, but in my favour have I had

mercy on thee. 11. And thy gates shall stand open con-

tinually, day and night shall they not be closed, to bring

VOL. v. 20
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116 HAPHTORAH OF KI TAHBO.

unto thee the wealth of nations, and their kings led (cap-

tive). 12. For the nation and the kingdom that will not

serve thee shall perish; and the nations shall be utterly

wasted. 13. The glory of Lebanon shall come unto thee,

the fir, the cypress, and the pine together, to adorn the

place of my sanctuary, and the (resting) place of my feet

will I glorify. 14. And then shall come unto thee bent

down the sons of those who afflicted thee, and all thy

revilers shall bow themselves down at the soles of thy feet;

and they shall call thee, The city of the Lord, Zion of the

Holy One of Israel. 15. Instead that thou wast forsaken

and hated, without one to pass through (thee), will I make
thee an excellency of everlasting, a joy of all generations.

16. And thou shalt suck the milk of nations, and the breast

of kings shalt thou suck; and thou shalt know, that I the

Lord am thy Saviour, and thy Redeemer, the Holy One
of Israel. 17. Instead of the copper will I bring gold, and

instead of the iron will I bring silver, and instead of wood
copper, and instead of stones iron ; and I will set peace as

thy authority, and righteousness as thy taskmasters. 18.

There shall not be heard any more violence in thy land,

wasting and destruction within thy boundaries ; but thou

shalt call. Salvation, thy walls, and thy gates, Praise. 19.

The sun shall not be unto thee any more for a light by day,

and for brightness shall the moon not give light unto thee;

but the Lord will be unto thee for a light of everlasting, and

thy God as thy glory. 20. Thy sun shall not go down
any more, and thy moon shall not be withdrawn ; for the

Lord will be unto thee for a light of everlasting, and ended

shall be the days of thy mourning. 21. And thy people

—

they all will be righteous, for ever shall they possess the

land, the scion of my planting, the work of my hands, that
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I may be glorified. 22. The little one shall become a

thousand, and the small a mighty nation ; I the Lord will

hasten it in its time.

HAPHTORAH OF NITZABIM.

Isaiah Ixi. 10.

10. I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be

joyful in my God ; for he hath clothed me with the gar-

ments of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of

righteousness ; as a bridegroom decketh himself with orna-

ments ; and as a bride adorneth herself with her bridal

array. H. For as the earth bringeth forth her growth,

and as a garden causeth its seed to spring forth : thus will

the Lord God cause righteousness and praise to spring

forth in the presence of all the nations. L
CHAP. LXII. ^

, , rr.
For the sake of Zion will I not be silent, and

for the sake of Jerusalem will I not rest; until its righteous-

ness go forth as the brightness (of light), and its salvation

burn as a torch. 2. And nations shall see thy righteous-

ness, and all kings thy glory ; and thou shalt be called by a

new name, which the mouth of the Lord shall pronounce.

3. And thou shalt be a crown of glory in the hand of the

Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God.

4. Thou shalt not be termed any more Forsaken, and

thy land shall not be termed any more Desolate; for

thou shall be called. My delight in her (Chephzi-bah), and

thy land. Espoused (Beiilah) ; for the Lord will have delight

in thee, and thy land shall be espoused. 5. For as a young

man espouseth a virgin, so shall thy sons espouse thee;

and as the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so will re-

joice over thee thy God. 6. Over thy walls, O Jerusalem,

20*
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lis HAPHTORAH OF NITZABIM.

have I set watchmen, all the day and all the night, con-

tinually, shall they not be silent ;
ye that make mention of

the Lord, take ye no rest. 7. And give him no rest, until

he establish, and until he make Jerusalem a praise on the

earth. 8. The Lord hath sMrorn by his right hand, and by

the arm of his strength, I will not give thy corn any more

as food for thy enemies, and the sons of the stranger shall

not drink thy young wine for which thou hast laboured

;

9. But they who gather it shall eat it, and praise the Lord;

and they who bring it together shall drink it in the courts

of my holiness. 10. Pass, pass through the gates, make

clear the way of the people, cast up, cast up the highway,

remove away the stones, lift up a banner over the nations.

11. Behold, the Lord hath caused to be proclaimed unto the

ends of the earth, Say ye to the daughter of Zion, Behold

thy salvation cometh, behold his reward is with him, and

his recompense before him. 12. And they shall call them,

The holy people, The redeemed of the Lord; and thou

shalt be called. Sought for, (Derusha,) The city not for-

saken. 1. Who is this that cometh from

Edom, dyed red in his garments from Boz-

rah? this—glorious in his apparel, moving along in the

greatness of his strength? I who speak in righteousness,

mighty to save. 2. Why is redness on thy apparel, and

(why are) thy garments as of one that treadeth the wine-

press? 3. I have trodden the press alone, and of the nations

there was no man with me; and I trod them in my anger,

and I trampled them down in my fury ; and their blood

was sprinkled on my garments, and all my raiments have

I stained. 4. For the day of vengeance was in my heart,

and the year of my redeemed was come. 5. And I looked,

and there was none to help, and I gazed astonished, and

there was none to support; and then my own arm aided
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me, and my fury—that upheld me. 6, And I stamped

down nations in my anger, and I made them drunk in my
fury, and brought down to the earth their blood. 7. The
loving-kindnesses of the Lord will I mention, the praises of

the Lord, according to all that the Lord hath bestowed on

us, and the great goodness toward the house of Israel,

which he hath bestowed on them according to his mercies,

and the abundance of his loving-kindness. 8. And he said,

Surely they are my people, children that will not lie ; and

he became to them a Saviour. 9. In all their affliction he

was afflicted, and the angel of his presence saved them

;

in his love and in his pity he redeemed them, and he bore

them, and he carried them all the days of old.

HAPHTORAH OF VAYELECH,

[According' to the custom of the Portuguese Jews, when Nitzabim

and Vayelech are read in separate weeks ; but when they are read

together this Haphlorah is read on Sabbath Haazeenn. In Frankfort

they only read till " fall therein," and then say " Blow the Cornet,"

which see.]

HosEA xiv, 2.

2. Return, O Israel, unto the Lord thy God ; for thou

hast fallen by thy iniquity. 3. Take with you words, and

turn unto the Lord; say unto him, Pardoner of the iniquity

of all men, accept our return to God ; and let us repay the

steers (of sacrifice with the prayer of) our lips. 4. Asshur

shall not help us ; upon horses will we not ride, and we will

no more say. Ye are our gods, to the work of our hands

;

for in thee alone the fatherless obtaineth mercy. 5. I will

heal their backsliding, I will love them freely ; for my anger
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is turned away from him. 6. I will be as the dew unto

Israel ; he shall blossom as the lily, and he shall strike his

roots as (the forests of) Lebanon. 7. His suckers shall

spread, and his beauty shall be as the olive tree, and his

smell as Lebanon. 8. They shall return that sat under his

shadow ; they shall revive as corn, and blossom as the vine,

the scent of which shall be as the vine of Lebanon. 9.

Ephraim (shall say). What have I to do any more with

idols? I have heard and 1 will observe him ; I am hke a

green fir-tree ; through me is thy fruit to be found. 10.

Who is wise that he may understand these things? prudent,

that he may know them ? for righteous are the ways of the

Lord, and the just shall walk therein, but the transgressors

shall fall therein.

MicAH vii. 18.

18. Who is a God like unto thee, pardoning iniquity, and

passing by transgression, to the residue of his heritage?

he retaineth not his anger for ever ; because he delighteth

in mercy. 19. He will again have compassion on us, he

will suppress our iniquities; yea, thou wilt cast into the

depths of the sea all their sins. 20. Thou wilt show faith-

fulness unto Jacob, and mercy unto Abraham, which thou

hast sworn unto our fathers from the days of old.

HAPHTOKAH OF VAYELECH, ACCORDING TO THE GERMAN JEWS,

[When Nitzabim and Vayelech are read together; and this is also

the Haphtorah for the fast days in the afternoon, according to the

custom of the same.]

Isaiah Iv. 6.

fi. Seek ye the Lord, while he may be found, call ye

upon him, while he is near. 7. Let the wicked forsake

his way, and the man of unrighteousness his thoughts; and
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let him return unto the Loud, and he will have mercy upon

him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 8.

For not my thoughts are your thoughts, and not your

ways are my ways, speaketh the Lord. 9. For as high

as the heavens are above the earth, so high* are my ways

above your ways, and my thoughts above your thoughts.

10. For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven,

and return not thither, but water the earth, and render it

fruitful, and cause it to bring forth plants ; and give seed to

the sower and bread to the eater: IL So shall be my
word which goeth forth from my mouth, it shall not return

unto me without effect; but it accomplishelh what I desire,

and it prospereth in that whereto I have sent it. 12. Yea,

in joy shall ye go out, and in peace shall ye be brought

home ; the mountains and the bills shall break forth before

you into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their

hands. 13. Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir-tree,

and instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it

shall be unto the Lord for a name, for a sign of everlasting

that shall not be cut off. 1. Thus saith the
CHAP. LVI. ^ ^. .

, , . . ,
Lord, Keep ye equity, and do justice; for

near is my salvation to come, and my righteousness to be

revealed. 2. Happy is the man that doth this, and the son

of man that layeth hold on it ; that keepeth the sabbath not

to pollute it, and keepeth his hand from doing any evil.

3. And let not say the son of the stranger, that hath joined

himself to the Lord, saying. Surely the Lord will separate

me from his people: nor let the eunuch say, Behold, I am
a dry tree. 4. For thus saith the Lord unto the eunuchs

that keep my sabbaths, and make choice of what pleaseth

=• Man must not measure his forgiveness by that of the Lord ; for

our God is infinite in goodness as he is immeasurably greater than

man in wisdom.

VOL. V. 21
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me, and take hold of my covenant; 5. For I will give

unto them in my house and within my walls a place and a

name better than sons and daughters: an everlasting name

will I give them, that shall not be cut off. 6. Also the sons

of the stranger, that join themselves to the Lord, to serve

him, and to love the name of the Lord, to be unto him as

servants, every one that keepeth the sabbath not to pollute

it, and those who take hold of my covenant: 7. Even them

will I bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in

my house of prayer ; their burnt-offerings and their sacrifices

shall be accepted upon my altar; for my house shall be

called a house of prayer for all the nations. 8. Thus

speaketh the Lord God who gathereth the outcasts of

Israel, Yet will I gather (others) to him, beside his own
gathered (outcasts).

HAPHTORAH OF HAAZEENU,

[According to the German Jews. First say " Return, O Israel," then]

Joel ii. 15.

15. Blow the cornet in Zion, sanctify a fast, call a solemn

assembly: 16. Gather the people, sanctify the congrega-

tion, assemble the elders, gather the children, and those

that suck the breasts : let the bridegroom go forth out of his

chamber, and the bride out of her closet. 17. Between the

porch and the altar let the priests, the ministers of the

Lord, weep, and let them say. Spare, O Lord, thy people,

and give not thy heritage to reproach, that nations may
not make a by-word of them ; wherefore should they say
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among the people, Where is their God? 18. And the Lord

was jealous for his land, and he had pity for his people.

19. And the Lord answered and said unto his people. Be-

hold, I will send you corn, and young wine, and oil, and

ye shall be satisfied therewith ; and I will not make you

any more a reproach among the nations: 20. And the

host of the north will I remove far away from you, and I

will banish it into a land barren and desolate, with its

advance toward the east sea, and its rereward toward the

western sea, and its stink shall ascend, and its ill savour

shall come up, because it hath done great things. 21. Fear

not, O land ; be glad and rejoice ; for the Lord hath done

great things. 22. Be not afraid, ye beasts of the field ; for

the pastures of the wilderness have become green, for the

tree beareth its fruit, the fig-tree and the vine yield their

strength. 23. And ye children of Zion, be glad, and re-

joice in the Lord your God ; for he hath given you the first

rain in beneficence, and he hath caused to come down for

you the rain, the first rain, and the latter rain in the first

month. 24. And the thrashing-floors shall be full of corn,

and the vats shall overflow with young wine and oil. 25.

And I will restore to you the years (in) which the locust

hath eaten (all), with the cankerworm, and the caterpillar,

and the palmerworm, my great army, which I had sent

against you. 26. And ye shall eat in plenty, and be satis-

fied, and praise the name of the Lord your God, who hath

dealt wondrously with you ; and my people shall not be

ashamed unto eternity. 27. And ye shall know that I am
in the midst of Israel, and that I am the Lord your God,

and none else ; and my people shall not be ashamed unto

eternity.

21*
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HAPUTORAH OF HAAZEENU ACCORDING TO THE PORTUGUESE JEWS,

[When it happens between Kippur and Succoth.]

2 Samuel xxii. 1.

1. And David spoke unto the Lord the words
CHAP. XXII. ^

, .

^
, , , , ^ , ,

of this song, on the day that the JLord nad

^ delivered him out of the hand of all his enemies, and out of

the hand of Shaiil. 2. And he said. Lord, my rock, my
fortress, and my deliverer ; 3. God, my rock, on whom I

trust; my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my high

tower, and my refuge, my saviour, from violence thou

savest me. 4. Praised, I cried, be the Lord, and from my
enemies was I saved. 5. For the waves of death encom-

passed me, the floods of destruction made me afraid ; 6.

The bonds of hell encircled me, the snares of death seized

me. 7. (When) in my distress I called upon the Lord, and

cried to my God ; and he heard from his temple my voice,

and my cry (entered) into his ears. 8. Then the earth shook

and trembled ; the foundations of the heavens were moved ;

and they shook because he was wroth. 9. Smoke went

up from his nostrils, and consuming fire out of his mouth,

coals flamed forth from him. 10. And he bent the heavens,

and came down, and thick darkness was under his feet.

11. And he rode upon a cherub, and flew along, and he

was seen upon the vt^ings of the wind. 12. And he made

darkness around about him into pavilions, heavy masses of

waters, thick clouds of the skies. 13. From the brightness

before him flamed forth coals of fire. 14. The Lord

thundered from heaven, and the most High uttered his

voice, 15. And he sent out arrows, and scattered them ;

lightnings, and discomfited them. 16. And then were seen

the channels of the sea, there were laid open the founda-

tions of the world ; at the rebuke of the Lord, through the
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blast of the breath of his nostrils. 17. He stretched out

from above (his hand), he took me ; he drew me out of

mighty waters. 18. He delivered me from my enemy, the

strong, from those that hated me, when they were too

powerful for me. 19. They overcame me on the day of

my calamity ; but the Lord became my stay ; 20. And he

brought me forth into a large space ; he delivered me, be-

cause he delighted in me. 21. The Lord rewarded me
according to my righteousness; according to the purity of

my hands did he recompense me. 22. For I had kept the

ways of the Lord, and had not wickedly departed from my
God. 23. For all his judgments were before me, and from

his statutes I did not depart. 24. I was also upright before

him, and I guarded myself from my iniquity. 25. Therefore

did the Lord recompense me according to my righteous-

ness, according to my purity before his eyes. 26. With

the merciful thou wilt show thyself merciful ; with the up-

right mighty man thou wilt show thyself upright. 27. With

the pure thou wilt show thyself pure ; and with the per-

verse ihou wilt deal perversely. 28. And the afflicted

people thou wilt save; but thy eyes are upon the haughty

(that) thou mayest bring (them) down. 29. For thou art my
lamp, O Lord; and the Lord will enlighten my darkness.

30. For by thee I run through a troop ; by my God I leap

over a wall. 31. As for God—his way is perfect; the

word of the Lord is tried ; he is a shield to all those that

trust in him. 32. For who is God, save the Lord? and

who is a rock, save our God? 33. God is my strength

and power; and he rendereth free from obstruction my
way. 34. He maketh my feet like those of the hinds, and

causeth me to stand upon my high places. 35. He teacheth

my hands for the war, so that a brazen bow is bent by my
arms. 36. And thou gavest me the shield of the salvation;
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and thy correction hath made me great. 37. Thou en-

largest my steps under me, so that the joints of my feet

did not slip. 38. I pursue my enemies and destroy them
;

and I turn not again until I have made an end of them.

39. And I make an end of them, and I crush them, that

they cannot rise ; and they fall under my feet. 40. For

thou hast girded me with strength for the war ; thou sub-

duest my opponents under me. 41. And my enemies thou

causest to turn their back to me ; those that hate me,—that

1 may destroy them. 42. They turn, but there is none to

heilp ; unto the Lord—but he answereth them not. 43.

And I beat them small as the dust of the earth, as the

ttiite of the street I stamp them, I tread them down. 44.

Thou hast also delivered me from the strivings of my
people; thou preservest me to be the head of nations, a

people' which I know not shall serve me. 45. The children

of the stranger shall submit themselves unto me ; as soon

as they hear they shall be obedient unto me. 46. The chil-

dren of the stranger shall fade away, and come forth totter-

ing out of their close places. 47. The Lord liveth, and

blessed be my Rock ; and exalted be the God, the Rock of

my salvation. 48; The God, that avengeth me, and bringeth

down nations under me, 49. And that bringeth me forth

from my enemies ; also above them that rise up against me
thou liftest me up, from the man of violence thou deliverest

me. 50. Therefore will I give thanks unto thee, O Lord,

among the nations, and unto thy name will I sing praises.

5L (To) the tower of salvation of his king, and who shovveth

mercy to his anointed, to David and his seed for ever.

HAriiTOKAH OF HAAZEENU, ACCORDING TO OTHERS.

EzEKiEL xvii, 2"2.

22. Thus said the Lord God, I also will take of the

highest branch of the high cedar, and will preserve it; from
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the highest of its young twigs will I break off, a tender

one, and I will plant it upon a high and enninent mountain

;

23. On the mountain of the height of Israel will I plant it;

and it shall bring forth boughs, and bear fruit, and become
a goodly cedar; and under it shall dwell all fowls, every

thing that hath wing; in the shadow of its branches shall

they dwell. 24. And all the trees of the field shall know
that I the Lord have brought down the high tree, have

exalted the low tree, have dried up the green tree, and

have caused to flourish the dry tree: I the Lord have

spoken and have done it.

—

I. And the word
CHAP. XVIII. ^^

, ^
of the Lord came unto me, saying, 2. What

mean ye, that ye use this proverb concerning the land of

Israel, saying. The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the

teeth of the children are set on edge? 3. As I live, saith

the Lord God, ye shall not have occasion any more to use

this proverb in Israel. 4. Behold, all the souls are mine;

as the soul of the father, so also the soul of the son, mine

are they: the soul that sinneth alone shall die. 5. But if a

man be just, and do what is lawful and right ; 6. Upon

the mountains he hath not eaten, and his eyes he hath not

lifted up to the idols of the house of Israel, and the wife of

his neighbour he hath not defiled, and unto a woman in her

separation he cometh not near; 7. And no man he over-

reacheth, his pledge for a debt he restoreth, a robbery he

committeth not, his bread he giveth to the hungry, and the

naked he covereth with a garment; 8. Upon interest he

giveth not forth, and increase he doth not take, from wrong

he withdraweth his hand, true judgment he executes be-

tween man and man; 9. In my statutes he walketh ; and

my ordinances he keepeth to deal truly: he is righteous, he

shall surely live, speaketh the Lord God. 10. If he (now)

beget a dissolute son, that sheddeth blood, and doth to (his)

VOL. V. 22
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brother any one of these things; 11. And he is one that doth

not any of these (duties) ; but upon the mountains he hath

eaten, the wife of his neighbour he hath defiled; 12. The

poor and needy he hath overreached, robberies he hath

committed, the pledge he hath not restored, and to the idols

he hath lifted up his eyes, abominations he hath done; 13.

Upon interest he hath given forth, and increase he hath

taken: and he should live? he shall not live, all these

abominations hath he done, he shall surely die; his blood

shall be upon him. 14. And behold, if he beget a son, and

he seeth all the sins of his father which he hath done, and

he considereth, and doth not the like of them ; 15. Upon

the mountains he hath not eaten, and his eyes he hath not

lifted up to the idols of the house of Israel, the wife of his

neighbour he hath not defiled; 16. And no man hath he

overreached, a pledge he hath not withholden, and a rob-

bery he hath not committed, his bread he hath given to the

hungry, and the naked he hath covered with a garment;

17. From the poor he hath taken off his hand, interest and

inci-ease he hath not taken ; my judgment he hath executed,

in my statutes hath he walked :—he shall not die for the

iniquity of his father, he shall surely live. 18. His father,

because he unjustly withheld (wages), committed robbery

on his brother, and did that which is not o;ood amons; his

people, lo, he died in his iniquity. 19. Yet say ye, Why,
doth not the son bear the iniquity of the father 1 when the

son hath done what is lawful and right, all my statutes he

hath kept, and hath done them, he shall surely live. 20.

The soul that sinneth, alone shall die ; the son shall not help

to bear the iniquity of the father, and the father shall not

help to bear the iniquity of the son ; the righteousness of

the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the

wicked shall be upon him. 21. And the wicked, when he



26

I : V I < T IV IV : r it't V -: j ) t : • : ^ v :it-

bniD ia^::^3 }<iSn nin» »jij< dnj y:rn did
VT T : • ; : J —. A' •: jt -: i-. : "^ t t j

v^T T Iit: )t : • •
I

<• - : it t :

T rtT T vv -:j- -^t t it ST T v -: • I

V -: s --.I- : T :-T • J T 't v -: <t | :
•

V ; - -: I- IT JT I.T T V -: J t -
: j-t

bmn Siiiir^ n'3 xr-WDtr" *n^< ri-in ]:ir\' iih
: --: • T : • j" t "

: • AT -: I
vjv li" t • J

-iti'N iSir:3 CDH^S;? n»i Sir r-itr;;i inpivo

T 't jv -: 't : •!• '^ T t j : it v.t t

IV - : 1 : - :
(. Iat t : i-t :

-)- -

vv : r ; T rtT T -IV -: Itt ; t • t t- jv :
•-

»nvV ^'si pn^ kS Sjinir» n^D nDvVi : mo^ *^S 29
AT -:

I
VJV Iv"" T •

; •• t : • J- : it : it ;

(.v • : - I —. •• t : • J • : IT • < - t : i-

n*3 b^rii^ tDBjj'N} vinnD tr'»5^ pS : pn^ ih 30
J- .• : V < : V T T :

• •
I

•• t I i" t •
j

-SsD b^^'rti ^nit^' nin' jinj dn::i S^^nsr*
t • • t : < rt' v; Ji" -: l-. :

•• t : •

J- : - I Tt k. : • : vv t y: : r : v '^"
: •

in^n n^rSi nsrin nni trin nS ddS liri^i
I.-. T T^T : AT T-: - j: i.t t >• -j.'t j -:r"

•p Dty-1 * 'p vnpis * "ip r^-no *



129 HAPHTORAH OF HAAZEENU.

turneth from all his sins that he hath committed, and

keepeth all my statutes, and doth what is lawful and right,

shall surely live, he shall not die. 22. All his transgres-

sions which he hath committed, shall not be remembered

unto him ; in his righteousness that he hath done shall he

live. 23. Have I then any pleasure in the death of the

wicked 1 saith the Lord God : and not that he should return

from his ways, and live? 24. But when the righteous

turneth away from his righteousness, and committeth

wrong, and doeth according to all the abominations that

the wicked man doeth, shall he live? all his righteousness

that he hath done shall not be remembered : in his trespass

which he halh committed, and in his sin that he hath done,

for them shall he die. 25. Yet ye say, The way of the

Lord is not equitable; hear now, O house of Israel, Is not

my way equitable? is it not your w-ays w^hich are not

equitable? 26. When a righteous man turneth away from

his righteousness, and committeth iniquity, and dieth there-

for: for his iniquity that he hath done must he die. 27.

Again, when the wicked turneth away from his wickedness

which he hath committed, and doeth what is lawful and

right: he will preserve his soul alive. 28. Because he hath

considered, and turned away from all his transgressions

which he had committed ; he shall surely live, he shall not

die. 29. Yet say the house of Israel, The way of the

Lord is not equitable; are not my ways equitable, O house

of Israel ? is it not your ways which are unequitable? 30.

Therefore every one according to his ways will I judge

you, O house of Israel, saith the Lord God ; return ye, and

cause others to return from all your transgressions ; that

iniquity shall not become your ruin. 31. Cast away from

yourselves all your transgressions, whereby ye have trans-

gressed ; and make yourselves a new heart and a new

22*
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spirit ; for why will ye die, O house of Israel 1 32. For I

have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, saith the

Lord God ; therefore turn yourselves, and live.

READING OF THE LAW FOR THE MAPHTERE
ON SABBATH ROSH CHODESH.

Numbers xxviii, 9.

9. And on the sabbath day two lambs of the first year

without blemish, and two tenth-parts of fine flour for a

meat-offering, mingled with oil, and the drink-offering

thereof 10. This is the burnt-offering of every sabbath,

beside the continual burnt-offering, and its drink-offering.

11. And on the beginnings of your months ye shall offer

a burnt-offering unto the Lord ; two young bullocks, and

one ram, seven lambs of the first year without blemish.

12. And three tenth-parts of fine flour for a meat-offering,

mingled with oil, for one bullock ; and two tenth-parts of

fine flour for a meat-offering, mingled with oil, for one

ram; 13. And a tenth-part of fine flour mingled with oil

for a meat-offering for every lamb ; as a burnt-offering of

sweet savour, a sacrifice made by fire unto the Lord. 14.

And their drink-offerings shall be half a hin of wine for the

bullock, and the third-part of a hin for the ram, and a

fourth-part of a hin for the lamb: this is the burnt-offering

of every month throughout the months of the year. 15.

And one young kid for a sin-offering unto the Lord shall

be offered, beside the continual burnt-offering, with his

drink-offering.
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HAPHTORAH OF SABBATH ROSH CHODESH.

When the new moon is on Sabbath, they say generally the following'

Haphtorah from Isaiah Ixvi.

1. Thus saith the" Lord, The heaven is my
CHAP. LXVI. ,

, ,
, . n , ,

throne, and the earth is my footstool ; where

is a house that ye can build unto me? and where is the

place of my rest ? 2. For all these things hath my hand

made, and all these things came into being, saith the Lord ;

but upon such one will I look, to the poor and to him who
is of a contrite spirit, and trembling at my word. 3. He that

killeth the ox slays a man ; he that sacrificeth a lamb, breaks

the neck of a dog; he that ofFereth an oblation, ofTereth

swine's blood ; he that burneth incense, blesseth an idol

;

yea, have they chosen their own ways, and their soul

doth delight in their abominations. 4. So I also will choose

their delusions, and what they fear will I bring upon them ;

because I called, and none did answer; I spoke, and they

did not hear; and they did what is evil in my eyes, and

chose that in which I delighted not. 5. Hear the word of

the Lord, ye that tremble at his word ; Your brethren that

hated you, that cast you out for the sake of my name, said,

Let the Lord be glorified ; but he shall appear to your joy,

and they shall be ashamed. 6. A voice of tumult from the

city, a voice from the temple, a voice of the Lord that

rendereth recompense to his enemies. 7. Before she tra-

vailed she brought forth; before her pain came, she was

delivered of a man child. 8. Who hath heard the like?

who hath seen such things? Shall a land be made to

travail in one day ? or shall a nation be born at once ? that

Zion hath travailed, also brought forth her children ? 9.

Shall I bring to the birth, and not cause to bring forth?

saith the Lord ; shall I who cause to bring forth, now shut
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the womb? saith thy God. 10. Rejoice ye with Jerusalem,

and be glad with her, all ye that love her ; rejoice with her

for joy, all ye that mourn for her. 11. That ye may suck,

and be satisfied with the breast of her consolations; that

ye may milk out, and be delighted with the abundance of

her glory. 12. For thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will

extend to her peace like a river, and the glory of the

nations like a flowing stream, that ye may suck ; upon the

arm shall ye be borne, and upon knees shall ye be dandled.

13. As one whom his mother comfortelh, so will I comfort

you; yea in Jerusalem shall ye be comforted. 14. And ye

shall see this, your heart shall rejoice, and your bones like

an herb shall flourish : and knov^n will be the hand of the

Lord toward his servants, and he will be indignant toward

his enemies. 15. For, behold, the Loe.d will come with

fire, and his chariots are like the whirlwind, to send forth

his anger with fury, and his rebuke with flames of fire.

16. For by fire will the Lord plead, and by his sword with

all flesh: and many shall be the slain of the Lord. 17.

They that sanctify themselves, and purify themselves in the

gardens behind one tree in the midst, they who eat swine's

flesh, and the abomination, and the mouse, together shall

they be consumed, saith the Lord. 18, And I, because of

their works and their thoughts, will let it come to pass to

gather all the nations and tongues; and they shall come,

and see my glory. 19. And I will set a sign among them,

and I will send from them those that escape unto the

nations, Tarshish, Pul, and Lud, that draw the bow. Tubal,

and Yavan, the isles afar off", that have not heard my fame,

and have not seen my glory ; and they shall proclaim my
glory among the nations. 20. And they shall bring all

your brethren out of all nations as an offering unto the

Lord, upon horses, and in chariots, and in litters, and upon
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mules, and upon swift beasts, to my holy mountain Jerusa-

lem, saith the Lord, as the children of Israel bring an offer-

ing in a clean vessel into the house of the Loud. 21. And
of them* also will I take for priests and for Levites, saith

the Lord. 22. For as the new heavens and the new earth,

which I will make, shall remain before me, saith the Lord,

so shall remain your seed and your name. 23. And it shall

come to pass, that from one new moon to another, and

from one sabbath to another, shall all flesh come to pros-

trate themselves before me, saith the Lord. 24. And they

shall go forth, and look upon the carcasses of the men that

have transgressed against me ; for their worm shall not die,

neither shall their fire be quenched : and they shall be an

abhorring unto all flesh. [Repeat verse 23.]

[WHEN THE FIRST DAY IS ALSO NEW-MOON DAY, THE PORTU-

GUESE JEWS ADD THE VERSES 18 AND 42 OF CHAP. XX. OF 1

SAMUEL.]

HAPHTORAH OF MACHAR CHODESH.

When the first day of the moon is on the first day of the week, the

following Haphtorah is read from 1 Samuel xx. 18.

18. Then Jonathan said to David, To-morrow is the

new moon ; and thou wilt be missed, because thy seat will

be left empty. 19. And when thou hast stayed till the third

day, then thou shalt go down greatly, and come to the

place where thou didst hide thyself on the work day, and

shalt remain by the stone Ezel. 20. And I W'ill shoot three

arrows on the side thereof, as though I shot at a mark.

21. And, behold, I w^ill send a lad, saying. Go, find out the

arrows; if I expressly say unto the lad, Behold, the arrows

are on this side of thee, then take him and come; for there

* " From the nations that bring, and the Israelites that are brought,

will I take those again who are priests and Levites, but who are now

VOL. V. 23
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is peace to thee, and no danger ; as the Lord liveth. 22.

But if I say thus unto the young man, Behold, the arrows

are beyond thee
; go thy way, for the Lord hath sent thee

away. 23. And touching the matter which thou and I

have spoken of, behold, the Lord is between me and thee

for ever. 24. So David hid himself in the field : and when

the new moon was come, the king set himself down to eat

meat. 25. And the king sat upon his seat, as at other

times, upon a seat by the wall ; and when Jonathan arose,

Abner seated himself by the side of Shaiil, and David's

place was left empty. 26. Nevertheless Shaiil spoke not the

least on that day ; for he thought. Something hath befallen

him, he is not clean ; because he hath not yet purified him-

self.* 27. And it came to pass on the morrow, the second

day of the new moon, that David's place was left empty :

and Shaiil said unto Jonathan his son. Wherefore came not

the son of Jesse, neither yesterday, nor to-day, to the meat?

28. And Jonathan answered Shaiil, David earnestly asked

leave of me to go to Beth-lechem : 29. And he said. Let

me go, I pray thee ; for we have a family sacrifice in the

city; and my brother, he hath commanded me to be there:

and now, if I have found favour in thy eyes, let me get

away, I pray thee, and see my brothers, therefore hath he

not come unto the king's table. 30. And the anger of

Shatil was kindled against Jonathan, and he said unto him,

Thou son of perverseness and rebellion, do I not know that

thou hast chosen the son of Jesse to thy own shame, and unto

the shame of thy mother's nakedness? 3L For as long as

the son of Jesse liveth upon the ground, thou wilt not have

any permanence with thy kingdom, wherefore now send

mingled up with the nations through compulsion, and they shall serve

before me."

—

Rashi.
* Rashi.
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and fetch him unto me, for he* shall surely die. 32. And
Jonathan answered Shaiil his father, and said unto him.

Wherefore shall he be slain? what hath he done? 33.

And Shaiil cast his javelin at him to smite him: whereby

Jonathan knew that it was determined by his father to slay

David. 34, And Jonathan arose from the table in fierce

anger, and did eat no meat the second day of the new
moon ; for he was grieved for David, because his father

had done him shame. 35. And it came to pass in the

morning, that Jonathan went out into the field to the place

appointed with David, and a little lad was with him. 36.

And he said unto his lad, Run, find out now the arrows

which I shoot ; and the lad ran, and he shot an arrow beyond

him. 37. And when the lad was co-ne to the place of the

arrow which Jonathan had shot, Jonathan cried after the

lad, and said, Is not the arrow beyond thee? 38. And
Jonathan cried after the lad. Make speed, haste, stay not;

and Jonathan's lad gathered up the arrows, and came to

his master. 39. But the lad knew not the least; only

Jonathan and David knew the matter. 40. And Jonathan

gave his weapons unto his lad, and said unto him, Go,

carry them to the city. 41. And as soon as the lad was
gone, David arose from the south side of the stone, and fell

on his face to the ground, and bowed himself three times

;

and they kissed one another, and wept one with another,

until David exceeded. 42. And Jonathan said to David,

Go in peace ; what we have sworn both of us in the name
of the Lord, saying, The Lord be between me and thee,

and between my seed and thy seed for ever (shall be

kept).

* Heb. " He is a son of death."
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DIRECTIONS FOR THE READING OF THE LAW.

The whole five Books of the Law are divided into fifty-four

sections, called by the Germans Sidrahs, and the Portuguese

Pahrassas (Parashiyoth), one or two of which are read every

Sabbath, so as to finish the reading of the whole once in every

year. These sections are called, as indicated at the head of the

pages of the present edition, from the first distinctive word there-

in, as Bereshith, (" In the beginning,") Noach, Lech Lecha,

(" Go thou,") &c. The first of them is read on the first Sabbath

after the Feast of Tabernacles, which is hence called Sabbath Bere-

shith, and the last on the ninth day of that festival, and as it is

thus the day when the Law is concluded, it is called Simchath

Torah, " the Rejoicing of the Law." On the great festivals, viz.

:

the Passover, Pentecost, the New Year, the Day of Atonement,

and the Feast of Tabernacles, as also on the fasts, the festivals of

Purim and Hanucka and New Moon days, suitable parts (but not

entire sections) are read : these will be found indicated in all the col-

lections of prayers, both of the Portuguese and German customs.

Each weekly section is divided into seven lessons, which vary

according to the customs of the different congregations, and will

be found marked in the present edition. Before the reading of

every such part a person is called up to the law, (the first in rule

being a Cohen, the second a Levite, and the other five Israelites,)

who says the blessings indicated in the prayer book, whereas the

minister, not the person called up, except on special occasions,

reads aloud the particular part, whilst the person called up should

repeat the words to himself in a low tone. When two sections

are read on a Sabbath, it is always customary so to arrange the

portions as to read parts of both sections to the fourth (Rebeengy)

called up. When the seventh portion is concluded, the minister

recites Kaddish Le-ayla, or half Kaddish as it is called among

the Germans.
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On every Sabbath (as also on the festivals) a section from one

of the prophetic writings, to wit, Joshua, Judge.s, the two books

of Samuel, the two books of Kings, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel,

and the twelve minor prophets, analogous to the section, or to

the particular institution of the day, is read by the Maphtere :

this is the one called as the eighth, when at least three verses of

the last portion are read. Before and after reading the section

from the prophet, called Haphtoeah, ihe Maphtere says the

blessings which are found in the proper place in all these volumes.

When two sections are read, the Haphtorah of the second is

always read, except on Nitzabim and Vayelech, when the Por-

tuguese read the first as one of the seven Haphtorahs of Consola-

tion, which are all those belonging to Deuteronomy, after the

first to that of Vayelech. So also when New Moon happens on

the Sabbath, [Sabbath Rosh Chodesh,) or if it be the day before

the New Moon, (^Sabbath Machar Chodesh,) or Sabbath Hacho-

desk, when the respective Haphtorah of the day is read to the

exclusion of all others.

On Sabbath Rosh Chodesh, Hanuckah, Shekalim, Zachor,

Parah, and Hachodesh, two law-books are taken out of the ark

;

out of the first the usual seven sections are read, when Kaddish

Le-ayla is recited, whilst out of the second the proper section of

the day is read. The Germans do not say Kaddish after the

second Seplier (law-book), but the Portuguese recite it also after

the Maphtere. On Sabbath Rosh Chodesh and Hanucka, or

Shekalim, or Hachodesh, which is not of frequent occurrence,

three law-books are taken out ; out of the first are read six por-

tions from the section of the week, reading the sixth and seventh

parts together, and the book is left on the desk, till the reading

of the seventh is finished; out of the second is read from Numb,
xxviii. 9-15, (the sacrifices for the Sabbath and New Moon) to the

seventh person called up, when Kaddish is said over both the

books ; and out oithe third is then read, for the Maphtere, the por-

tion for Hanucka, Shekalim or Hachodesh, as given in this work :

the Portuguese, as usual, saying Kaddish after the Maphtere.
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In either case, the Haphtorah is always that of the occasion

which is of the least frequent occurrence, which is also always

that which is read for the Maphtere. But the Portuguese add

the verses indicated in this edition of the Haphtorahs of Rosh

Chodesh and Machar Chodesh, on all days when these are

omitted, which is on the above occasions, and the Sabbaths of

Massay and Reay. There are perhaps some other local dif-

ferences which it is impossible to detail all in this notice ; but the

main directions are all given.

The only weekly section which is not read on Sabbath, is that

of Vezote Haberachah, as it is the order of the day for Simchat

Torah, which never happens on the Sabbath.

On Sabbath afternoon, and on Monday and Thursday, the first

portion of the next week's section is read to three persons, a

Cohen, a Levite, and Israelite. Should this part be less than ten

verses, or not readily divided into three proper divisions, a part of

one or more of the next portions must likewise be added, Kaddish

is not said in the afternoon, either on Sabbath, festival, or fast

day; but it is recited on Monday and Thursday. Of the first

section, Bereshith, only the first, second, and third days' history

of the Creation is read, and at the last the Germans also termi-

nate the first portion on the Sabbath, as indicated in this edition.

At the termination of the last section of any book the Ger-

mans merely say prn prn pin ; the Portuguese ]'DX"i iptn pinnJi p?n

The sections which are read together are

—

In Exodus : Vayakhel and Pekuday.

In Leviticus : Tazreeang and Metzorang ; Acharay Moth and

Kedoshim, and Behar and Bechuckotay.

In Numbers : Chuckath and Balak, and Mattoth and Massay.

In Deuteronomy : Nitzabim and Vayelech.

All these are generally joined in common years ; but separate

in leap years: the exceptions are indicated in the Calendars.



POSTSCRIPT.

The public is presented here with the work which the Editor

announced about eight years ago, and which was delayed from

time to time, by circumstances which it is needless to detail. The

Editor hopes that his labour will meet with a candid and an in-

dulgent judgment, and that he may not be hastily condemned, if

the reader should not find in it all that he expects. Only those

who have undertaken similar works can at all appreciate the

painful toil in minute and apparently unimportant details, no less

than in the greater and more evident parts, which is demanded

to insure any thing like accuracy ; and hence if some errors

should be discovered, as the Editor supposes that they naturally

will, he asks as a matter of justice for some indulgence, espe-

cially as he flatters himself that but few errors of importance,

either in the translation or the Hebrew text will be probably dis-

covered. A strict critical analysis will detect errors in the best

works ; and not rarely is the author himself the first to discover

them, when it is too late to apply a correction. Every one knows

the great skill with which Mendelssohn executed the translation

of the Pentateuch and the Psalms; and still scholars of the present

day have pointed out many inaccuracies more or less important

in those excellent works, the first in modern times which led to

the revival of biblical literature among the Jews. To such a

degree is this the case, that the learned Ottensosser has appended

a list of these errors to the edition of the Pentateuch which he

superintended, and there are thus, for instance, shown to be

forty-seven in the first nine chapters of Exodus, and so in pro-
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portion in ihe others. To expect, therefore, that all inaccuracies

could have escaped hioi, is asking more of the Editor of this edi-

tion than can reasonably be expected.

As regards the Hebrew it has been printed from the text of

the late Wolf Heidenheim, whose reputation, as an accurate

scholar and profound biblical critic, is too well established t^
need any commendation at this late day. No pains were spared

to make the present a careful transcript where it was correct,

and to correct it where a {ew errors were discovered ; and if the

reader should find that some of the points are differing from the

copies which he is accustomed to use, he should at least pause

before he pronounces a judgment of condemnation upon the

work before him.

It is very likely that some accidents have happened to the points

after the Editor had finished his part with the proof-sheets, and

some may have been broken off in working at the press ; espe-

cially as the margin had to be changed to the larger or the

smaller edition as the case may have been. Still an inspection

of Genesis, the only volume which it was in the Editor's power

to examine at all after it was done, enables him to say that if

such errors are found, they will be discovered to be at best but

unimportant. Should he however be deceived in this expectation,

he will give public notice in such a manner, as to counteract any

evil which might arise therefrom.

As respects the trarislation, he feels it his duty to acknowledge

that he has received the greatest aid from the Pentateuch of Arn-

heim, and the Bible of Zunz, even to a greater degree than from

the works of Mendelssohn, Hochstatler, Johlson, Heineman, and

several anonymous contributors to our biblical literature. The
work of Arnheim, which appeared at Glogau, in 5600, is indeed

unrivalled, for the ingenuity displayed in a happy development

of the meaning of the sacred text; and it has been often a matter

of regret to the Editor, that he could not follow implicitly the

new views exhibited to him, and he liad thus to follow either
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ancient authorities when they were accessible, or occasionally

prefer the common English version.

The Editor deems it his duty to state that his collection of

books of reference quoted in the notes which he has appended,

wherever there was space, to this work, is not complete, and that

'%e occasionally copied the authorities from the excellent commen-

tary to the Mendelssohnian work printed in Fiirth, above referred

to ; but he is sure that the honesty of the authors of that great work

is undoubted, and he therefore did not hesitate to make use of

the same when required. The commentary of Rashi has been

of the utmost service in this work, as it has been to all previous

ones, and the authority of the Neginoth (the musical accents)

were also adhered to wherever practicable, it being the oldest and

best among us.

It has been the Editor's endeavour to furnish as nearly as pos-

sible, a literal transcript of the Hebrew, and any harshness

which may have hence resulted, he trusts, will be kindly over-

looked for the fidelity to the original. It is possible that if the

present effort is successful, he may appear hereafter again in the

same field of literature, and translate other portions of Scripture
;

but of this he is at present unable to make any positive an-

nouncement.

Of one thing he can assure the public, that he has not laboured

carelessly; and it is his earnest prayer that this work may in a

small measure contribute to the good of Israel, and the glory of

their God and King.

Philadelphia,

Tebeth 10th, 5606.

January 8th, 1846.














